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StAStAmAMAfA. 


Kalinga, the Vanga, and the Nishada heroes, riding on elephciiitf^ 
that resembled in splendour the elephant of the great foe of 
the Daityas, rushed with speed against that queller of the 
pride of the Ddnavas, viz., the son of Pandu, from desire of 
slaying him.*** Pfirtha cut off the armour, the vital limbs, 
the trunks, the riders, the standards, and the banners, of those 
elephants, upon which those beasts fell down like mountain 
summits riven with thunder.** When that elephant force was 
broken, the diadem-decked Arjuna shrouded the son of his pre- 
ceptor with shafts endued with the splendour of the newly- 
risen Sun, like the wind shrouding the risen San with masse.s 
of congregated clouds/^ Checking with his own shafts those 
of Arjuna, Drona's son, shrouding both Arjuna and Vasudeva 
with his arrows, uttered a loud roar, like a mass of clouds at 
the close of summer after shrouding the Sun or the Moon in 
the firmament.** Deeply afflicted with those arrows, Arjuna, 
aiming his weapons at A9wat6haman and at those followers 
of his belonging to thy army, speedily dispelled that dark- 
ness caused by A^watthilmau s arrows, and pierced all af 
them with shafts epuipt with goodly wings.** In that battle 
none could see when Savyasachin took up his shafts, when 
he aimed them, and when he let them off. All that could 
be seen was that elephants and steeds and foot-soldiers and car- 
warriors, struck with his arrows, fell down, deprived of life.*'^ 
Then Dronas son, without losing a moment, aiming ten fore- 
most of arrows, sped them quickly as if they formed only one 
arrow. Shot with great force, five of these pierced Arjuna' 
and the other five pierced Vasudeva.** Struck with those 
arroAvs, those two foremost of men, like Kuvera and Indra, be- 
came bathed in blood. Thus aftficted, all the people there re- 
garded those two heroes slain by A^watthaman, that warrior who 
had completely mastered the science of arrns.*® Then the chief 

* Da{t)jaripU(ht)ipa is f'xplained by Nilakantha to raean an Asura 
having the form of an elephant. I cannot reject the obvious meaning 
of the compound for following the commentator. The elephan^ of the 
foe of the DaiUfas would mean the prii)oe of elephants, called Air&- 
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Vala, belonging to Indra. — T. 
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most untimely, 0 monarch ! The Earth with her forests and 
tress shook greatly.*® Hot winds blew, bearing showers of hard 
pebbles along tlfe ground. The summits of mountains fell 
down pn the Earth’s surface.** Animals of diverse forms were 
seen to run in all directions. Terrible and fierce jackals, 
with blazing mouths, howled everywhere.** Loud and terrific 
reports were heard on every side, making the hair to stand 
on end. The four quarters seemed to be ablaze and many 
were the animals of ill omen that became visible.** The water 
in the wells oq every side swelled up of their own accord. 
Loud sounds came from every side, without, 0 king, visibli 
creatures to utter them.** Beholding these and other portents, 
Vrikodara said unto his eldest brother, king Yudhishthira 
the just,**— This Suyodhana of wicked soul is not com- 
petent to vanquish mo in battle ! I shall today vomit that 
wrath, which I have been cherishing fur a long while in the 
secret recesses of my heart,'* upon this ruler of the Kurus like 
Arjuna throwing fire upon the forest of Khandava ! Today, 
0 son of Paudu, I shall extract the dart that lies sticking to 
thy heart ',** Slaying with my mace this sinful wretch of 
Kuru’s race, I shall today place around thy neck the garland of 
Fame !*' Slaying this wight of sinful deeds with my mace 
on the field of battle, I shall today, with this very mace of 
mine, break his body into a hundred fragments !*’ He shall 
not have again to enter the city called al;er the elephant !** 
The setting of snakes at us while we were asleep, the giving of 
poison to us while we ate, the casting of our body into the 
water at Pramanakoti, the attempt to burn us at the house of 
lac,** the ’insult offered us at the assembly, the robbing us of 
all our possessions, the whole year of our living in concealment, 
our exile into the woods, *0 sinless one,** of all these woes, 
0 best of Bharata’s race, I shall today reach the . end, O 
bull of Bharata s line ! Slaying this wretch, I shall, in one 
single day, p»y, off all the debts I owe him !*' Today, the period 
of life, of tbia wicked sou of Dhritarashtra, of uncleansed 
soul, batb reached its close, 0 chief of ihe Bharatas ! After^ 
this day he shall, not ag^in look at his father and mother ! 

Today, 0 roonwch, the happiness of this wicked king of tha 
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NOTICE. 


Bjr the blessing of SREE SRIKRISHNA JEW, the dfom Pam 
of the Mahabharata has been brought to a successful termination. More 
than half, therefore, of the stupendous work which 1 have undertaken 
has been completed. I have new commenced with the next canto,— the 
Karm Pam. This portion of the great epic is replete with stirring 
Incidents, and conveys to mankind the lesson that nothing is impossible 
to him who rests his hepes, not on the strength of his own arms, ,but on 
the goodness and mercy of God. May SREE SRIKRISHNA JEW 
I help me, the humblest of His servants, and grant me patience, and 
j^jourage, and the means to finish the arduous work to which I have put 
ray hand, and thus make me the humble instrument for the glorification 
of His Name throughout the world ! 

When I shall have completed the Kama Pam and the next three 
cantos, which are comparatively short, and shall take in hand the Santi 
Pam^ I sBall indeed feel that Sanii— pease— to which I have been a 
stranger since I embarked on this enterprise, for then the end of my 
labors will be at an appreciable distance. 

And now, praying for blessings from on High, and soliciting a con- 
tinuance of the kindly help and encouragement from those who have 
hither to generously assisted me, I beg to place before the Public a further 
instalment of the grandest epic which the world ever produced, 

Dfttavya Bhirata Karyilaya. "l 

I. Rajit Gooroo Dies’ Staeet i PRAfAP CHANDRA RO 7, 

Calcorta, April 1889. J 
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THE MAHABHARATA 


KARN'A PARl'A 


SErTION r. 

« Haoing hoimi down itiilo Ndnlyana, niid auto that most 
trailed of male beings, vh., Nara, unci tmto the goddfsa 
Saraswati cdso, must the ward Jaya be uttered. 

VaiQumpayana said,— “After Drona had been slain, 0 mon- 
arch, the royal warriors (of the Kaurava army) headed by 
Daryodhana. with hearts filled with great anxiety, all repaired 
to Drona’s son.' Lamenting the loss of Drona, and deprived 
of energy in consequence of their checrlessness, they sat 
around the son of Caradwat’s daughter, afilicted with grief.* 
Comforted for a little while by considerations founded upon 
the scriptures, when night came, those rulers of Earth proceed- 
ed to their respective tents.* Those lords of Earth, however,. 
0 thou of Kuril’s race, could feel no happiness in their abodes. 
Thinking of that immense slaughter, they could not also 
sleep.* The Suta's son (Kama), and king Suyodhana, and 
Dus(;asana. and Cakuni,, in especial, could not compose them- 
selves to sleep.* These four passed that night together in 
Duryodhana’s tent, reflecting upon the woes they had inflicted 
upon the high-soulcd Pandavas.* Formerly, they had brought 
Draupadi, plunged into woe on account of the match at dice, into 
the as.sembly. Recollecting it they experienced great regret, 
their hearts being filled with anxiety * Thinking of those 
sufferings inflicted (upon the Pandavas) in consequence of the 
gambling match, they passed that night in sorrow, 0 king, as 
if i*t were really a hundred years.* Then when morning came,’ 
observing the lictates of the ordinance, all of them duly went 
through the customary ^rites,’ Having gone through, these 
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oiistouiavy ritos, au< 1 comtortcd to some extent, 0 BharatR) 
they ordered their troops to be arrayed, and then came out for 
battle,'® having made Kama their generalissimo by tying the 
auspicious thread round his wrists, and having caused many 
foremost of Brahmanas, by presents of vessels of curds, clarified 
butter, Akshatas, coins of gold, kine, jewels and gems, and 
costly robes, to pray for their victory, and having caused herald^ 
and musicians, and panegyrists to adore them with hymns about 
victory.*"''* The Pandavas also, 0 king, having pone through 
their morning rites, issued from their camp, resolved on battle.** 
Then commenced a fierce battle, making the hair to stand ■on 
end, between the Kurus and the Pandavas, each desirous of 
vanquishing the other.’* During the commandership of Kama, 
the battle that took place between the Kuru and the Pandava 
troops was exceedingly fierce and lasted for two days.'* Then 
Vrisha (Kama), having made an immense slaughter of his 
enemies in battle, was at last slain, in the sight of the Dharta- 
rashtras, by Arjuna.'* Then Sanjaya, repairing to Hastina- 
pura, told Dhritarashtra all that had happened at Kuru- 
jangala.”" 

Janamejaya said,— “Having heard of the fall of Bhishma 
and that other mighty car- warrior, ub,, Drona, the old king. 
Dhritaribhtra the son of Amvika had been afflicted with 
great grief.'* How, 0 foremost of Brahmanas, could ho, 
plunged into grief, support his life, having heard of the death 
of Kama, that well-wisher of Diiryodhana ?'* How, indeed, 
Could that descendant of Kuru support his life when he upon 
whom that monarch had rested the hope of his sons’ victory 
had fallen ?’® When the king did not lay down his life even 
after hearing of Kama’s death, I think that it is very difficult 
for men to yield up life even under circumstances of great 
grief !“ D Brahmana, when the king did not yield up his life 
after hearing of the fall of the venerable son of Cantanu, of 

Valhika and Drona and Sbmadatta and 6huri(;ravas, as also of 

» ■ ■ - - . . — 

* Ahi^atas were probably Purm-pdiras^ L e., certain vessels full 
to brim with corn and other articles of use. The fulnese is indicative of 
aospiciirnsneBB.-- T. 
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other friends and his sons and grandsons, I tlunk, 0 regener- 
ate one, that the act of yielding up one's life is exceedingly 
difficult Tell me all these in detail and as they actually 
happened ! I am not satiated with hearing the high achieve- 
ments of my ancestors 


Section 1 L 

Vai(jampayana said, — ‘‘Upon the fall of Kama, 0 monarch, 
the son of Gavalgana, with a cheerless heart, set out that 
night for Nagapura, on steeds that rivalled the wind in speed.® 
Arrived at Hastinapura, with a heart filled with deep anxiety, 
he proceeded to Dhritarashtra s abode which no longer teemed 
with kinsmen and friends.* Beholding the king deprived of Ml 
energy by grief, joining his hands he worshipped, with a bend 
of. .his head, the monarch’s feet.* Having duly worshipped 
king Dhritarashtra, he uttered an exclamation of wpe and then 
began,* — T am Sanjaya, 0 lord of Earth ! Art thou not 
happy ? I hope thou art not stupified, having through thy own 
faults fallen into such distress ?* Counsels for thy good had 
been uttered by Vidura and Drona and Ganga’s son and Kegava. 
I hope thou feelesb no pain now, remembering thy rejection of 
those counsels ?* Counsels for thy good had also been uttered 
in the assembl} by Rama and Narada and Kanwa and others, 
I hope thou foelest no pain now, remembering their rejection 
by thee I hope thou feelst no pain, remembering the 
slaughter in battle, by the foe, of Bliishma and Drona and 
others, those friends that were ever engaged in thy good ?’*— 
Unto the Sutas son who with joined hands was telling him so, 
the monarch, afflicted with . grief and drawing a long and hot 
breath, said these words.® 

“Dhritarashtra said,— ‘Hearing, O Sanjaya, of tjbe fall of 
the heroic son of Ganga, that warrior in vhom were all celes- 
tial weapons, as also of the fall of that foremost of all bow- 
men* viz,, Drona, my heart feeletb great pain!®*^ That hero* 
endued ^ith great energy and born of the Vasus themselves, 
who slew every day ten thousand car-warriors clad in ipail,“ 
that high'Souled one *unto whom Bhrigiis son had given the 
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highest weapons, that warrior who in his childhood had been 
trained in the science of the bow by Rama, alas, even ho, 
hath been slain by Yajiiaseiias son Cikliaiidin protected by 
the Paiidavas; ! At this my heart is greatly pained !**“’^* 
That hero through whose grace those mighty car-warriors, viz,, 
the royal sons of Kiinti, as also many other lords of Earth, 
have bocomo 3Iichxratkas,'f^^ alas, hearing of the slaughter of 
that great bowman of sure aim, viz., Drona, by Dhrishta- 
dyumna, my heart is exceedingly pained !*• Those two had 
not in the world a person equal to them in (knowledge and use 
of ) the four kinds of weapons ! Alas, hearing of the slaughter 
of those two, viz., Bhishma and Drona, in battle, my heart is 
exceedingly pained That warrior who had not in the three 
Worlds a person equal to him in knowledge of weapons, alas, 
hearing of the slaughter of that hero, viz,, Drona, what did the 
people of my side do?‘^ After the high-souled son of Pandu, 
viz., Dhananjaya, exerting himself with prowess, had despatch- 
ed unto Yama’s abode the strong force of the Sainmptakas,'^^ 
after the Ndrdyana weapon of the intelligent son of Drona 
had bo eu batfled, and after the (Kaurava) divisions had begun 
to fly away, what, indeed, did the people of my side do 
I think that, after Drona s death, my troops, flying away and 
sinking in an ocean of grief, resembled ship wrecked mariners 
struggling on the bosom of the vasty deep.*® What also, 
0 Saujaya, became the color of the faces of Diiryodhana, and 
Kama, and Kritavarman the chief of the Bhojas, and Calya 
the rutor of the Madras, and of my remaining sons, and of the 
others, when the Kuru divisions fled away from the field 
Tell me all this as it truly happened in battle, 0 son of Gaval- 
gana, and describe to me the prowess put forth by the Pandavas 
and the warriors of my side 

* Nilakantlia rightly explains that verse 13 alludes to Bliishma and 
not to Drosa.— -T, 

t A Mahdratha is one who can fight simultaneously with ten thou- 
land bowmen.— T. , 

^ kinds of weapons, viz., mukta, amukta, mutkdmnkta and 

Tantramukta. Thebe terms have been explained in an earlier note. — T. 
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*'Sinjaya said,-— *0 sire, hearing all thafi has happened unto 
the Kauravas through thy fault, thou shouldst not feel any 
anguish! He tliat is wise never feeleth any pain •at what 
Destiny bringoth !*• And since destiny in unconquerable, hu- 
man purposes may or may not become attainable. Hence, he 
that is wise never feeleth pain on the acquisition or the reverse 
^of the objects cherished by him.’** 

*‘Dhritarashtra said, — ‘I do not feel great pain, 0 Sanjaya t 
I regard all this to be the result of Destiny ! Tell me all that 
thou wishest !’ 


Section III. 

‘SSaiijaya said, — ‘Upon the fall of the great bowman Drona, 
thy sons, those mighty car-warriors, became pale and cheerless 
and deprived of their senses.* Armed with weapons, all of 
them, 0 monarch, hung down their heads. Afflicted with 
grief and without looking at one another, they stood perfectly 
silent.* Beholding them with such afflicted countenances, thy 
troops, 0 Bliarata, themselves perturbed by grief, vacantly 
gazed upwards.* Seeing Drona slain in battle, the weapons 
of many of them, 0 king, dyed with blood, dropped from 
their liands.'^ Innumerable weapons, again, O Bharata, still 
retained in the grasp of the soldiers, seemed, in their pendent 
attitude, to resemble falling meteors in the sky,** Then 
king Duryodliaiia, 0 monarch, beholding that army of thine 
thus standing as if paralysed and lifeless, said,* — Relying upon 
the might of your arms I have summoned the Pandavas to 
battle and caused this passage-at-arms to commence Upon 
the fall of Drona, however, the prospect seems to be cheerless. 
Warriors engaged in battle all die in battle.* Engaged in 
battle, a warrior may have either victory or death.* What can 
be strange then in this (viz,, the death of Drona) \ Fight ye 
with faces turned towards every direction.* Behold now the 

* IJtLink Nilakantba correctly explains this iloka. Unless NaHha* 
trani be taken to mean falling meteors, the coiD})arisou would be unmean- 

ing and absurd.— T. 
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Itigh-souled Kama, the son of Vikartana, that great bowman 
of mighty strength, careering in battle, using his celestial 
weapons Through fear of that warrior in battle, that 
coward, vie., Dhananjaya the son of Kunti, always turns back 
like a small deer at the sight of a lion !“ It is he who, by the 
ordinary methods of human battle, brought the mighty Bhima- 
sena endued with the strength of ten thousand elephants to 
that plight !" It is he who, uttering a loud roar, slew with his 
invincible dart the brave Ghatotkacha of a thousand illusions 
and well acquainted with celestial weapons !** Behold today the 
inexhaustible might of arms of that intelligent warrior of sure 
aim and invincible energy Let the sons of Fandu bohold 
today the prowess of both A 9 watthaman and Earna resembling 
that of Vishnu and Vasava **“ All of you are singly able 
to slay the sons of Fandu with their troops in battle ! How 
much more then are you capable, when united together, of that 
feat ! Endued with great energy and accomplished in weapons, 
you will today behold one another engaged in the achievement 
of mighty tasks !’“ 

“Sanjaya continued, — 'Having said these words, 0 sinless 
one, thy son .Duryodhana, with his brothers, made Earna 
the generalissimo (of the Euru army).*’ Obtaining the com- 
mand, the mighty car-warrior Earna, so fierce in battle, utter- 
ed loud roars and fought with the foe.** He caused, 0 sire, 
a great carnage among the Srinjayas, the Fanchalas, the 
Kekayas, and the Videha3.'*f From his bow issued innumer- 
able lines of arrows, one close behind the wings of another, 
like flights of bees.’* Having afflicted the Fanchalas and the 
Fandavas endued with great activity, and slain thousands of 
warriors, ho was at last slain by Arjuna !’ ” 


* The'gecond line of 15 is read differently in some texts.— T.^ 

t Uiritha, at the end of the first line, and not pofyatam, is the cor- 
iftft reading — T. 
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“Vai^ampayana said,— “Hearing this intelligence, 0 mon- 
arch, Dhritarashtra the son of Amvika, feeling the 'acme of 
griof, regarded Suyodhana to be already dead. Exceedingly 
agitated, the king fell down on the Earth, like an elephant 
prived of its senses.* When that foremost of monarchs, great- 
ly agitated, fell down on the Earth, loud wails were uttered, 0 
best of the Bharatas, by the ladies (of the royal household). 
That noise was so loud that it seemed to fill the entire Earth.** 
Immersed in a deep ocean of woe, the Bharata ladies, with 
hearts exceedingly agitated and scorched by grief, wept aloud.* 
Approaching the king, Qandhari, 0 bull of Bharata’s race, 'and 
the other ladies of the household, all fell down on the Earth, 
deprived of their senses.* Then Sanjaya, 0 king, began to 
comfort those ladies stricken with grief, bathed in tears, 
and reft of consciousness.* Comforted (by Sanjaya), those 
ladies began to tremble repeatedly like a plantain grove.shaken 
by the wind.* Vidura also, sprinkling that descendant of 
Kuru with water, began to comfort the puissant monarch who 
had knowledge only for his eye.’f Slowly restored to consci- 
ousness, and understanding that the ladies of the household 
were there, the king, 0 monarch, remained perfectly silent for 
sometime like one reft of reason.* Having reflected then for 
sometime, and repeatedly drawn long breaths, the king censured 
his own sons and applauded the Pandavas.’ Censuring also his 
own intelligence and that of Cakuni the son of Suvala, the 
king, having reflected for a long time, began to tremble re- 
peatedly.** Controling his mind once more, the king, with 
sufficient fortitude, questioned his charioteer Sanjaya the son 
of Gavalgana." * 

“Dhritarashtra said, — 'I have heard, 0 Sanjaya, all that 
thou hast said. Hath my son Duryodhana, 0 Suta, tvho is ever 
desirous of victory, already gone to Yaina’s abode, despairing 
of success ? Teil me truly, 0 Sanjaya, all this, even if thou 
ivil? have to repent it !' 

1 

* Both 1 and 2 are triplets in the Bengal texts. — T. 

+ A respectfei epitfifet for a blind man.— T. 
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Vai 9 ampayana continued, — ‘'Thus addressed by the king, 
O Janamejaya, the SiUa said unto him, — ‘The mighty car-war- 
rior Vaikarfcana, 0 monarch, hath been slain with his sons and 
brothers, and other StUa warriors, all of whom were mighty 
bowmen ready to lay down their lives in battle !** Dus^asana 
also hath been slain by the renowned sen of Pandii. Indeed, 
his blood also hath been, from wrath, drunk by Bhimasena in 
battler"^* 


Section V. 

Vai<;ampayana said, — “Hearing these words, 0 monarch, 
Amvika*s son Dhritarashtra, with heart agitated by grief, 
addressed his driver Sanjaya, saying,' — “Through the evil policy, 

0 sire, of my son of little foresight, Yikartana’s son hath been 
slain ! This intelligence is cutting the very core of my heart !* 

1 am desirous of crossing this sea of grief! Remove my doubts, 
therefore, by telling me who are still alive and who are dead 
amongst the Kurus and the Pandavas !’** 

“Sanjaya said, — “Endued with great prowess and invincible 
in battle, Bhishma the son of Cantanu, 0 king, having slain 
large numbers of Sriujayas and Piinchalas, hath been slain 
after ten days.* The mighty and invincible bowman Drona of 
the golden car, having slaughtered the Panchala divisions in 
battle, hath been slain.* Having slaughtered the half of what 
remained after the carnage by Bhishma and the illustrious 
Drona, Vikartana's son Kama hath been slain.* Endued with 
great strength, 0 monarch, prince Viving(;ati, having slain 
hundreds of Anarta warriors in battle, hath been slain.’ Thy 
heroic son Vikarna, deprived of steeds and weapons, stood, 
facing the foe, remembering the duties of Kshafcriyas.® Re- 
membering the many foul wrongs inflicted upon him by 
Duryodhana, and bearing in mind his own vow, Bhimasena 
hath slain him.* Possessed df great might, Vinda and Anu- 
vinda,^the two princes of Avanti, after achieving the most 
difficult feats, have gone to Yama s abode.'® That hero who 

♦ Souq texts read Srinjaydn^m for Pdhdavd7tUm.—T. 
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h'ad mider hh swny ten kingdoms having Shidhu for their 
chief, him who was ever obedient to thee,” viz., Jayadratha 
of mighty energy, 0 ki?ig, Arjmia hath slain after vainjuishing 
eleven Alcshaiokinis of troops with his keen iirvuws.^^ Endued 
with great activity and incapable of being easily defeated in 
. battle, the son of Duryodhana, ever obedient to his sire s com- 
raands, hath been slain by the son of Siibhadra.*^ The brave 
son of Diisr;asajia, possessed of mighty arms and fierce in battle, 
Iiatli boon dcspalchod to Yatna’s abode by DranpadiV. son exert- 
ing hiinsolf with great prowess Tlie ruler of the Kiriitas and 
otlfer dwellers of the lowlands on the sea-coast, the much res- 
pected and dear friGiid of the chief of the celestials himself viz.: 
the virtuous king Bhagadatta, who was ever deviited to Ksha- 
triya duties, hath been despateho<l to Yama s abode by Dhanan- 
jaya exerting himself great with prowess.^^"^® The kinsman of 
the Kauravas, the son of Somadatta, mz., the brave and celebra- 
ted Bhuri(;ravas, 0 king, hath been slain by Satyaki in battled^ 
The Amvashtha king Criitayus, that foremost of Kshatriyas, 
who used to career in battle most fearlessly, hath been slain by 
Arjiiua.'^ Thy son Dusfpisana, accomplished in arms and in- 
vincible ill battle, and ^vho was always wrathful, hath, 0 mon- 
arch, been slain by Bhiniasoria.*® Siidakshina, 0 king, who 
had nriny thousands of wonderful elephants, hath been slain 
in battle by Arjmia.*'' The ruler of the Koc^alas, having slain 
many hundreds of foes, hath himself been despatched to Yama s 
abode by Subhadrri s .son exerting himself with prowe.ss.*^ Hav- 
ing fought with many thousands of foe.s and with the mighty 
car-warrior Bhimasona himself, thy son Chitrasena hath beerx 
slain by Bhiinasena.** The brave younger brother of the niior 
,of the Madras, that enhancer of the fears of foes, that hand- 
some warrior armed with sword and shield, hath been slain by 
Subhadras son.*® tfe who was equal to Kama himself in 
battle, viz., Karnas son Vrisliasena, accomplished in arms, 
of mighty energy and steady prowess, hath, in the very sight 
of Kama, been de.'jpatclied to Yarna s abode by Dhananjaya 
-vho put fiirbh Iu.j pro we.ss remembering the slaugliter of his o.wn 
5011 Abhiinauyu and bgaringin mind the vow he had inade.*^’*® 
That lord of Earth, vk., Crutayns, who always displayed 
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a deep rooteJ antipathy towards the Pandavas, hath been slain 
by Partha Avho reminded him of that antipathy before taking 
his Galya’s son of great prowess, 0 sire, viz,, Riikmaratha, 
hath, O king, been slain in battle by Sahadeva although the 
former happened to be the latter s brother, having been the sou 
of the latter’s maternal uncle.*^ The old king Bhagiratha, and 
Vrihatkshatra the ruler of the Kaikeyas, both endued with great 
prowess and might and energy, have been slain,*^ Bhaga- 
datta’s son, 0 king^, who was possessed of great wisdom and 
great strei^gth, hath been slain by Nakula who always careers 
*m battle with the activity of the hawk,^^ Thy grandsirc V‘al- 
hiVa, possessed of great might and prowess, hatli, with all his 
W. lowers, been slain by Bhimasona.*® The mighty Jayatsena 
the son of Jarasandha, the prince of the Magadhas, 0 king, 
hath been slain in battle by the bigh-souled son of Subhadra.^^ 
Thy son Durmukha, 0 king, as also thy other son Dussaha, 
that mighty car-warrior, both of whom were regarded as heroes, 
have been slain by Bhimasena with bis mace.®* Durmarshana 
and Durvisaha and the mighty car-warrior Duijaya, having 
achieved the most difficult feats, have gone to Yaina s abode.®* 
The two brothers Kalinga and Vrishaka; who were invincible 
in battle, having achieved very difficult feats, have gone to 
Yama s abode.®* Thy counsellor Vrishavarman of the Saia 
caste, endued with great energy, hath been despatched to 
Yama’s abode by Bhimasena exerting himself with prowess.®® 
So also king Paurava who was endued with the might of ten 
thousand elephants, hath, with all his followers, been slain by 
Pandu'sson Arjuna.** The Va^atis, 0 king, numbering two 
thousand, effectual smiters all, as also the Curasenas endued 
with great prowess, have all been slain in battle.®^ The Abhi- 
shahas, clad in mail, capable of smiting effectually, and fierce 
in battle, also the Givis, those foremost of car-warriors, with 
the Kalingas, have all been slain,®* Those other heroes also, (viz,, 
the Ndmyana Gopaa.) who lived and grew in Gokula, who were 
exce^ingly wrathful in battle, and who never retreated from 
the field, have been slain by Savyasachin.®®* Man thousands 

* Apdvr\tt(ihQ,vir(ls is explained by Nllakan tha as “unretreating 
b«roes'.— T. 
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of Crenls. as also the Sctnisaplahas, approaching Arjuna, have 
all repaired to the abode of Yama.** Thy two brothel's-in-law, 
vis., the princes Vrishaka and Achala, who were endued with 
great prowess, have for thy sake been slain by Savyasachin.** 
King Calwa of mighty arms and fierce deeds, who was a great 
bowman both in name and feats, hath been slain by Bhima- 
sena.** Oghavat, 0 king, and Vrishanta, fighting together 
in battle and exerting themselves with great vigor for the sake 
of their ally, have both repaired to Yama’s abode.** So also 
that foremost of car-warriors, viz., Kshemadhurti, 0 monarch, 
bs^Jih been slain in battle by Bbimasena with his mace.** So also 
that great bowman, viz., the mighty king Jalasandha, after caus- 
ing an immense carnage, hath been slain by Satyaki in battle.** 
That prince of Ralcfflmsas, viz., Aliiyudha, unto whose vehicle 
were yoked asses (of monstrous shape) hath been despatched 
to Yama’s abode by Ghatotkacha exerting himself with great 
prowess.** Radha’s son of the Suta caste, and those mighty 
car-warriors who were his brothers, and the Kaikeyas, the Mala- 
vas, the Madrakas, the Dravidas of fierce prowess, the Yaudhe- 
yas, the Lalittyas, the Kshudrakas, the Ucinaras, the Mavcl- 
lakas, the Tundikeras, the Savitriputras, the Easterners, the 
Notherners, the Westerners, and the Southerners, 0 sire 
have all been slain by Savyasachin.*’"*’ Large bands of foot- 
soldiers, myriads upon myriads of steeds, large numbers of 
car-warriors, and many huge elephants, have been slain.** 
Many heroes also, with standards and weapons, and with armo’ir 
and attire and ornaments, and endued with porsovcranco and 
possessed of high birth and good conduct, have been slain 
in battle by Partha who is never fatigued with exertion. Others, 
endued with immeasurable might, and desirous of slaying their 
foes, (have met with a similar fate).**'** These and many other 
kings, numbering thousands, with their followers, h^ve, 0 mon- 
arch. been slain in battle. That which ^hou askest me I am an- 
swering now.** Even thus did the destruction take place when 
Atjuna and Karin fought. Even as Mahendra slew Vritra, 
and Rama slow Ravana;*‘ even as Krishna slew NaraUa or 
Mura in battie ; oven as the mighty Rama of Rhrigu’s race 
slew the hcr..!c Ivfirkivifj ya, invincible in battle, with *al! hia 
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kinsmen and friends, after fighting a terrible battle celebrated 
through the three irorJds;”'** eve?? as Skanda slow (the AstmcJ 
Mahishn., aiM Riidra slow (the AsttmJ Andlikika, even so bath 
Arjuna, O king, in single combat, slain, with all his kinsmen, 
that foremost of sni iters, viz,, Kama, who was invicible in 
battle and upon whom the Dhartarashtras had placed their 
hopes of victory, a?id who was the great cause of the hostility 
with the Pandavas Pandu s son hath now accomplished 
that which at one time thou couldst not believe him capable of 
accomplishing, although. 0 monarch, well-meaning friends 
failed not to apprise tlreo of it. That calamity, fraught with 
great desfiruction, hath now come Thou, 0 king, wishing 
them well, hast heaped those evils on the heads of thy covetou.s 
sons ! The fruit of those evils is now manifesting itself T • 


Bectiox VI 

*T)hritarashtra said,— ‘Thou hast^ 0 son, mentioned tho 
names of those of my side that have been slain in battle by 
the Pilndavas. Tell mo now, 0 Sanjaya, the names of those 
amongst the Pandavas tliat have been slain by the people of 
my side . 

“Sanjaya said, — “The Kuntis, possessed of groat prowess in 
battle, endued with great energy and great might, have been 
slain in fight by Bhishma, with all their kinsmen and advi- 
sers.* The Narayanas, the Valabhadras, and hundreds of 
other heroes, all devoted (to the Pandavas) liave been slair^ 
in battle by the heroic Bhishma.** Satyajit, who was o:pial 
to the diadem-decked Arjuna himself in battle as regards energy 
and might, hath been slain in battle by Drona of sure aim.'^ 
Many mighty bowmen among the Panchalas, all of whom were 
skilled in battle, encountering Drona, have repaired to Yama’s 
abode.* So the two kings Virata and Drupada, both venerable 
in years, who exerted themselves with great prowess for their 
ally, have, with their sons, been slain in battle by Drona.* That 

invincible hero, viz., Abhimanyu, who, though a child ia 

* 

* I ■' h>pt T. 
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years, was still equal in battle to Arjuna or Ke^ava or Vala- 
deva, 0 lord, that warrior who was higly accomplished in 
battle, after making an immense slaughter of the Foe, was 
at last encompassed by six foremost of car-warriors and slain 
by them. Unable to resist Arjuna himself, they thus slew 
Arjuna's son ! Deprived of his car, that hero, viz., the son 
of Subhadra, still stayed in battle, remembering the duties of 
a Kshatriya. At last, 0 king, Dus5a3ana s son, slew him on 
the fiold.^"^ The slayer of the Patachcharas, viz., the hand- 
some son of Amvashtha, surrounded by a large force, had put 
foith all his prowess for the sake of his allies,^*’ Having made 
a great slaughter among the foe, he was encountered by Dur^o- 
dhana’s son, the brave Lakshraana, in battle and despatched to 
Yama s abode.“ The mighty bowman Vrihanta, accomplish- 
ed in arms and invincible in battle, hath been despatched to 
YaTTia’s abode by Dus(^-asana exerting himself with great prow- 
ess/* The two kings Manimat and Dandadhara, both of whom 
wore invincible in battle and had put forth their prowess for 
thoir allies, have been slain by Drona.** Angumat the ruler 
of the Bhojas, that mighty car-warrior at the head of his own 
forces, hath been despatched to Yama^s abode by Drona exert- 
ing himself with great prowess.^^ Chitrasena, the ruler of 
the sea-coast, with his son, 0 Bharata, hath been forcibly des- 
patched by Samudrasena to Yama’s abode.^® Another ruler of 
a maritime country, viz., Nila, and Vyaghradatta of great 
energy, have both, 0 king, been despatched to Yama s abode 
by Acjwatthainan.** Chitrayudha, and Ohitrayodhin, after 
making a great slaughter, have both been slain in battle by 
Vikarna exerting himself with great prowess and displaying 
diverse manoevres of his car/’^ The chief of the Kaikeyas, 
wlio was equal to Vrikodara himself in battle and surrounded 
by Kaikeya warriors,, has been slain by Kaixeya, tBo brother 
by the brother/® Janamejaya of the hilly country, endued with 
great prowess and accomplislied in encounters with the mace, 
hatb, 0 king, been slain by thy son Durmukha.^® Those 
two forjmost of men, viz., the brothers Rochamana, like two 
brilliant planets, have together been despatched to heave‘n by 
Drona with his shafts/® ILany other kings, 0 monarch/ en- 
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dued with great prowess, had fought (for the Pandavas), Hav- 
ing achieved the most difficult feats, all of them have gone to 
Yama’s^abode,*^ Purujit and Kuntibhoja, ttfe two maternal 
uncles of Savyasachin, have been despatched by Drona with 
shafts to such regions as are attainable by death in battle.*® 
Abhibhu the ruler of the Ka^is, at the head of many of his 
followers, hath been obliged by Vasudana s son to lay down 
his life in battle.®* Yudhamanyu of immeasurable prowess, 
and Uttamaujas of great energy, after slaying hundreds of 
heroic warriors, have themselves been slain by our men.*^ 
The Panchala prince Mitravarman, also Kshatradharman, 0 
Bharata, those two foremost of bowmen, have been despatched 
to Yama’s abode by Drona.** Cikhandin’s son Kshatradeva, 
that foremost of warriors, possessed of great bravery, hath, 0 
king, been slain by thy grandson Lakshmana, 0 sire The 
two heroes Suchitra and Chitravarman, who were sire and son 
and endued with great might, and who careered fearlesly in 
battle, have been slain by Drona.*’ Vardhakshemi, 0 monarch, 
who was like the ocean at full tide, having had his weapons 
exhausted in battle, hath at last obtained undisturbed peace.*® 
That foremost* of SataSt viz,, Senavindu, having consumed 
many foes in battle, hath, at last, 0 king, been slain by Valhi- 
ka.*® Dhrishtaketu, 0 monarch, that foremost of car-warriors 
among the Chedis, after accomplishing the most difficult feats, 
hath repaired to the abode of Yama.*® Similarly, the heroic 
Satyadhriti, endued with great prowess, having made a great 
slaughter in battle for the sake of the Pandavas, has been des- 
patched to Yama s abode.** That lord of Earth, viz., Suketu 
the son of Ci 5 upala, having slain many foes, hath at last been 
slain by Drona in battle.** Viratas son Cankha, as also Uttara 
of great strength, having accomplished the most difficult feats, 
have repaired to Yama’s abode.** Similarly Satyadhriti of 
the Matsyas, and Madira 5 wa of great energy, and Suryadatta 
possessed of great prowess, have all been slain by Drona with 
his shafts.*^ Creniraat also, 0 monarch, having fought with 
great prowess and accomplished the most difficult fe^ts, hath 
repaired to Yama’s abode.** Similarly the chief the Maga- 
dha^, that slayer of hostile her 'os, enduod with great energy 
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and acquainted with the highest weapons, sloepeth on the field 
of battle, slain by Bhishma.®* Vasudana also, having made 
an immense carnage in battle, has been despatched to Yamaha 
abode by Bharadwaja’s son exerting himself with great pro- 
wess.®^ These and many other mighty car-warriors of the 
Pandavas have been slain by Drona exerting himself with 
great energy. I have' now told them all that thou hadst 
asked me/ 


Section VIL 

“Dhritarashtra said,— “When all the foremost of my war- 
riors, 0 Sanjaya, have perished, I do not think that the rem- 
nant of my army will not perish P When those two heroes, 
those two mighty bowmen, those two foremost of the Kurus, 
viz,f Bhishma and Drona, have been slain, what use can I 
any longer have with life ?* I cannot also brook the death of 
R«adha s son, that ornament of battle, the might of whose 
arms was as great as that of ten thousand elephants 1® 0 fore- 
most of speakers, tell me now, O Suta^ who are yet alive in 
my army after the death of all the foremost heroes !* Thou 
hast told me the names of those that have fallen. It seems, 
however, to me that they who are still alive are almost all 
dead T® 

“Sanjaya said, — “That hero, O king, to whom Drona, that 
foremost of Brahmanas, imparted many blazing, celestial, and 
mighty weapons of the four kinds, that mighty car-warrior, 
possessed of skill and lightness of hands, that hero of firm 
grasp, strong weapons, and powerful shafts, that high-souled 
son of Drona, capable of shooting to a great distance, is still 
on the field, desirous of battling for thy sake.*’’ That dweller 
of the Anurta country, that son of Hiridika, that^nighty car- 
warrior, that foremost one among the Satwatas, that chief of 
the BhojaS; viz., Kritavarman, accomplished in arms, is on 
the field, desirous of battle.® Irtayanas son, dauntless in 
battk, that first of warriors, that foremost of all yet on thy side, 
he, viz., that abajidoned his own sister’s sons, the Pandavas, for 
making his own words true, that hero endued with great acti- 



IG 


MAHABHARATA, 


vifcy who promised in the presence of Yudhishfchira that he would 
in battle depress the proud spirit of Kama, that invincible 
Calya, vbo is equal unto Cakra himself in Aiergy, is still on 
the field, desirous of battling for thy sake.*“^° Accompanied by 
his own force consisting of Ajaneyas, Saindhavas, mountaineers, 
dwellers of reparian regions, Kamvojas, and Vanayus, the 
king of the Gandharas stayeth on the field, desirous of battl- 
ing for thy sake.“ Caradwat’s son called Gautama, 0 king, 
endued with mighty arms and capable of fighting with diverse 
weapons in diverse beautiful ways, taking up a beautiful and 
largo bow capable of bearing a great strain, stayeth on the 
field, desirous of battle.^* That miglity car-warrior, viz.y the 
son of the ruler of the Kaikeyas, riding on a goodly car equipfc 
with standard and goodly steeds, stayeth on the field, 0 chief 
of Kurus race, for battling for thy sake.^* Thy son also, that 
foremost of heroes in Kuru s race, viz.^ Piirumitra, 0 king, 
riding on his car possessed of the effulgence of fire or the Sun, 
stayeth on the field, like the Sun himself shining brilliantly in 
the cloudless firmament.*^ Duryodhaiia also, endued with great 
energy, in the midst of an elephant force and accompanied 
by many foremost of combatants, stayeth on his car adorned 
with gold, desirous of engaging in battle.*®* In the midst of 
many kings, that foremost of men, possessed of the splendour of 
a lotus, looked resplendent in his beautiful armour of gold like 
a fire with little smoke or the Sun emerged from the clouds.** 
So also thy sons Sushena, armed with sword and shield, and 
the heroic Satyasena, are staying, with Chitrasena, their hearts 
full of joy and themselves desirous of battle.*'^ Endued with 
modesty, the Bliarata princes Chitrayudha, Crutavarman, and 
Jaya, and Dala, and Satyavrata, and Dusgala, all of whom are 
possessed of great might, stay on the field, desirous of battle.**f 
The ruler of^-the Kaitavyas, that prince, proud of his courage, 
and capable of fearlessly careering in battle and slaying his 


* The second half of the first line of 16 is read differently in the 
Bomay edition. The Calcutta reading, which I adopt, is unquestionably 
betlei* — T. 

t A different reading occurs in the Bombay edition.— T, 
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foes, possessing foot-soldiers and envalrv, and elephants and 
oars, stayeth on the field, desirous of battling for thy sake/* 
The heroic Crutayu and Crutayudha, and Chitrangada and 
Chitravarman, those foremost of men, those proud warriors 
. capable of smiting effectually and possessed of siireness of aim, 
stay on the field, desirous of battle/® The high-soulod Satya- 
sandha, the sou of Katna, stayeth on the field, desirous of 
battle. Two other sons of Kama, possessing a knowledge of 
high weapons and endued with great lightness of hands, are 
both staying, 0 king, at the head of forces that are large and 
iiHiapable of being pierced by warriors of little energy, desirous 
of battling for thy sake.**‘ Accompanied by these heroes ;ind 
by many other foremost of warriors, 0 king, that are possessed 
of immeasurable might, the Kuru king (Dnryodhana) is stray- 
ing like a second Indra in the midst of his elephant division in 
expectation of victory !’** 

‘'Dhritarashtra said, — “Thou hast told mo duly all that are 
alive both amongst us and the foe. From this I plainly sec on 
which side the victory will be. Indeed, it may be inferred 
from the facts.’ 

Vai(;ampayana continued, — “While saying this, Dliritarash- 
tra the sou of Amvika, having learnt that only a small portion 
of his army was alive, for all his foremost of warriors had died, 
felt his heart to bo exceedingly agitated by grief. The king 
swooned away. Partially restored to his senses, he addressed 
fSanjaya, saying, — ‘Wait for a moment !’**“*• And the king 
said, — ‘0 son, having heard of this dire calamity, my heart is 
greatly agitated. My senses are being stupified, and my limbs 
are about to be paralysed !*' — Having said these words, Dhrita- 
rashtra the son of Amvika, that lord of Earth, lost his senses 
and fell down on the Earth,’ 


Section VIII. 

Janamejaya said, — ‘'Having heard of Kama s fall and the 
slaughter of his sons, what, 0 foremost of regenerate ones, 


* This is a triplet.— .T, 
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(lid the king say, after he had been a little comforted ?‘ Indeed, 
poignant was the grief that he experienced, arising from the 
calamity that befell his sons ! Tell me, I ask thee, all that 
the king said on that occasion ! 

Vai 9 ainpayana said,— “Hearing of the slaughter of Kama 
that was incredible and astounding, that was dreadful and cap- 
able of paralysing the senses of all creatures, that looked like 
the downfall of Merii,* or a never-to-be-believed clouding of 
the intellect of the wise Cukra, or the defeat of Indra of terri- 
ble feats at the hands of his foes,* or the falling down on the 
Earth of the resplendent Sun from the firmament, or a scarcely- 
to-lje- comprehended drying up of the ocean, that receptacle of 
inexhaustible waters,’ or the annihilation, perfectly astounding, 
of the Earth, the firmament, the points of the compass, and the 
waters, or the fruitlessness of acts both virtuous and sinful,' 
king Dhritarashtra, having earnestly reflected for sometime on . 
it, thought that his army had been annihilated/ Thinking that 
other creatures also, as unslayable as Kama, would meet with a 
similar fate, king Dhritarashtra the son of Amyika, scorched 
with grief and sighing like a snake, with limbs almost palsied, 
drawing long breaths, highly cheerless, and filled with melan- 
choly, began to lament, saying,— 0 and Alas?'^ And the king ' 
said,— 0 Sanjaya, the heroic sou of Adhiratha was endued with 
the prowess of the lion or the elephant I His neck was as thick as 
that of a bull, and his eyes, gait, and voice were like the bull’s !‘® ' 
Of limbs as hard as the thunder-bolt, that young man, like a 
bull never flying away from a bull, never desisted from battle 
even if his foe happened to be the great Indra himself!** At 
the sound of his bowstring and palms and at the whizz of his 
arrowy showers men and steeds and cars and elephants fled away 
from battle.** Belying upon that mighty-armed one, that 
slayer of large bands of foes, that warrior of unfading glory, 
Duryodhaua had provoked hostilities with those mighty car- 
warriors, vh , the sons of Pandu."* How then could Kama, 
that forejaost of car warriors, that tiger among men, that 
hero of irresistible onset, bo forcibly slain by Parfha in 
battle ?'* Relying on the might of his own arms, he always 
disregarded Ke^ava of unfading glory, and Dhananjaya, and 
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ihe Vrishnis, and all other foes !*• Often did he use to say 
unto the foolish, avaricious, crest-fallen, kingdom-coveting, 
and afflicted Duryodhana even such words as those, vi ^,, — 
Alone, I shall, in battle, throw down from their foremost of 
cars, those two invineihle warriors united together, viz,, the 
wieldee of Cdrnga and the wielder of Gandivo. — He 
had subjugated many invincible and mighty foes, viz., the 
Oandharas, the Madrakas, the Matsyas, the Trigartas, the 
Tanganas, the Khasas,‘* the Panchalas, the Videhas, the 
Kiilindas, the Ka(;i-ko9alas, the Suhinas, the Angas, the 
Nishadhas, the Puridras, the Kichakas/^ the Vatsas, the Kalin- 
gas, the Taralas, the A^makas, and the Rishikas. Subjuga- 
ting all these brave races, by means of his keen and whetted 
arrows equipt with KanJea feathers^ that foremost of car- 
warriors, viz,, Radha's son, had caused all of them to pay 
tribute to us for the aggrandisement of Duryodhana/^®'** Alas, 
how could that warrior acquainted with celestial weapons, that 
protector of armies, viz,, Kama the son of Vikartana, called 
also Vrisha, of mighty energy, be slain in battle by his foes, 
the heroic and mighty sons of Pandu ?** As Indra is the 
foremost of gods, Kama was the foremost of men. In the 
three worlds no third person has been heard of by us to be 
like them.®* Amongst steeds, Uchchai^ravas is the foremost ; 
amongst Yahshas, Vai9ravaiia is the foremost ; amongst celes- 
tials. Indra is the foremost; amongst smiters, Kama was 
the foremost.®* Un vanquished by even the most heroic and the 
mightiest of monarchs, he had, for Duryodhanas aggrandise- 
ment subjugated the whole Earth.** The ruler of Magadha, hav- 
ing by conciliation and honors obtained Kama for a friend, had 
challenged all the Kshatriyas of the world, except the Kaura^ 
/as and the Yadavas, to battle.®* Hearing that Kama hath 
leen slain by Savya9richin in single . combat, I am* plunged 
n an ocean of woe like a wrecked vessel in the vasty deep !*^ 
ndeed, hearing that that foremost of men, that best of car- 
/arriors, hath been slain in single combat, I am sinking in an 
cean of grief fike a person without, a raft in the sea When, 
Sanjaya, I do not dje of qyen such grief, I think my heart 
impenetrable and made of something harder than the thunder- 
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bjlt.*’ Hearing of the defeat and humiliation of kinsmen and 
relatives and allies, who else in the world, 0 Suta, save my 
wretched self, would not yield up his life ^ I desire to have 
poison or fire or a fall from the summit of a mountain ! I am 
unable, 0 Sanjaya. to bear this heavy load of grief!’ 


Section IX, 

‘ Sanjaya said, — ‘The world regards thee to be equal to 
Yayati the son of Nahusha, in beauty, birth, fame, asceticism, 
and learning !* Indeed, in learning, thou art, 0 king, lil^e a 
great Rishi, highly accomplished and crowned with success I 
Summon thy fortitude ! Do not yield to grief !’* 

“Dhritarashtra said,-— ‘I think Destiny is supreme, and 
Exertion fruitless, since even Kama, who was like a ^ala 
tree, hath been slain in battle !* Having slaughtered Yudhish- 
thira s array and the large throngs of the Panchala car- warriors, 
having scorched all the points of the compass by means of 
his arrowy showers, having stupified the Parthas in battle 
like the wielder of the thunder-bolt stupifying the As^iras, 
alas, how could that mighty car-warrior, slain by the foe, 
fall down on the ^fiarth like a large tree uprooted by the tem- 
pest Indeed, I do not behold the end of my soitows 
like a drowning man unable to see the end of the ocean I 
My anxieties arc increasing, I do not desire to live,^ hearing 
of Kama’s death and Phalguna s victory 1 Indeed, 0 San- 
iaya, I regard the slaughter of Kama to be highly incre- 
dible.’ Without doubt, this hard heart of mine is made 
of the essence of adamant, for it does not burst into a thou- 
sand fragments upon hearing of the fall of Kama!** Without 
doubt, the gods ordained, before (my birth), a very long life 
for me, ^ince sore distressed on hearing of the death of Kama, 
I do not die ! Fie, 0 Sanjaya, on this life of one that is 
destitute of friends Brought today, 0 Sanjaya, to this 
wrotcliod plight, miserably shall I have to live, of 'foolish 

^ 

^ TV\f^ ed\vioi\ vsiuU tAim versu wivli a sli'Ai variatiou. — T. 

^ \\\ V\\e B' Viga\ AexVft. — T. 
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understanding that I am, pitied by all Having formerly 
been the honored of the whole world, how shall I, 0 Suta, 
live, over-ridden <)y foes?” From pain to greater pain and 
calamity, have I come, 0 Sanjaya, in consequence of the fall 
of Bhishma and Drona and the high-souled KarnaP* I do 
not see that any one (of my army) will escape with life when 
the Sutas son hath been slain in battle ! He was the great 
faft, 0 Sanjaya, to my sons !*** That hero having shot innu- 
merable arrows, hath been slain in battle ! What use have I 
of life, without that bull among men ?” Without doubt, the 
of Adhiratha, afflicted with arrows, fell down from his car, 
like a mountain-peak riven by the fall of thunder 1** Without 
doubt, bathed in blood, he lioth, adorning the Earth, like an 
elephant slain by an infuriate prince of elephants !” He who 
was the strength of the Dhartarashtras, he who was an object 
of fear to the sons of Panda, alas, he, viz., Kama, that pride 
of all bowmen, hath been slain by Arjuna He was a hero, 
a mighty bowman, the dispeller of the fears of my sons ! 
Alas, that hero, reft of life, lieth (on the Earth), like mountain 
struck down by Indra !f ” The fulfilment of Duryodhana’s 
wishes is even like locomotion to one that is lame, or the grati- 
fication of the poor man's desire, or stray drops of water to one 
that is thirsty !” Planned in one way, our schemes end other- 
wise. Alas, Destiny is all powerful, and Time incapable of 
being transgressed Was my son DusQasana, 0 Suta, slain, 
while flying away from the field, humbled (to the dust), 
of cheerless soul, and destitute of all manliness?” 0 son, 
0 Sanjaya, I hope he did no dastardly act on that occ^ion ? 
Did not that hero meet with his death like the other Kshatri- 
yas that have fallen ?” The foolish Duryodhana did not ac- 
cept Yudhishthiras constant advi(|^, wholesome as medicine, 
against the propriety of battle.*® Pos jessed of gjeat renown, 
Partha, when begged for drink by Bhishma then lying on his 
arrowy bed, pierced the surface of the Earth !** Beholding 


* J'bc Ben^aJ texts have ; the Bombay edition reads pdrycti'A. 


I adopt the latter. — T. 

^ T\\<i B mvVay ed^V\o\^ mi/rdu'lm ior putrttman.— 
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the jet of water caused by the son of Pandu, the mighty-armed 
(Bhishma, addressing Duryodhana), said,— 0 sire, make peace 
with the Pandavas ! Hostilities ceasing, pearfe will be thine ! 
Let the war between thyself and thy cousins end with me ! 
Enjoy the Earth in brotherliness with the sons of Pandu 
— Having disregarded those counsels, my child is certainly 
repenting now. That has now come to pass which Bhishma of 
great foresight said,*^ As regards myself, 0 Sanjaya, I am 
destitute of counsellors and reft of sons ! In consequence of 
gambling, I am fallen into great misery like a bird shorn of its 
wings!** As children engaged in sport, 0 Sanjaya, havii?g 
seized a bird and cut off its wings, merrily release it,®* but 
the creature cannot achieve locomotion in consequence of its 
winglessness ; even so have I become, like a bird shorn of its 
wings 1®^ Weak, destitute of every resource, without kinsmen, 
and deprived of relatives and friends, cheerless and overpowered 
by enemies, to which point of the compass shall I go He 
who vanquished all the Kamvojas and the Amvashthas with the 
Kaikeyas, that puissant one, who, having for the accomplish- 
ment of his purpose vanquished the Gandbaras and the Vidohas 
in battle, subjugated the whole Earth for the sake of Duryo- 
dhana s aggrandisment, alas, he hath been vanquished by 
heroic and strong Pandavas endued with mighty arms I*®"** 
Upon the slaughter, in battle, of that mighty bowman, 
Kama, by the diadem-decked (Arjuna), tell me, 0 Sanjaya, who 
were these heroes that stayed (on the field) !** I hope ho waa 
not alone and abandoned (by friends) when slain in battle by 
the fandavas? Thou hast, 0 sire, told me, before this, how 
our brave warriors have fallen.*” With his powerful shafts 
Cikhaiidin felled in battle that foremost of all wielders of weap- 
ons, Bhishma, who did nothing to repel the attack.®® Simi- 
larly, 0 Sai\iaya, Drupada's son Dhrishtadyumna, uplifting his 
scimitar, slew the mighty bowman Drona who, already pierced 
with many arrows, had laid aside his weapons in battle and 
devoted hiipself to Voga.f^^ Th^se two were both slain at ""a 


* Tie Bengal texts righty read virad in the second line.—T, 

t A iii the Bengal texts,— T. 



KARNA PARVA. 


23 


clisacl vantage and especially by deceit. Even this is what I 
have heard abou^ the slaughter of Bhishma and Drona In- 
deed, Bhishma and Drona, while contending in fight, were 
incapable of being slain in battle by the wielder of the thunder- 
bolt himself by fair means. This that I tell thee is the truth 
As regards Kama, how, indeed, could Death touch him, that 
hero equal unto Indra himself, while he was engaged in shooting 
his manifold celestial weapons He unto whom, in exchange 
for his ear-rings, Purandara had given that foe-slaying, gold- 
decked, and celestial dart of the splendour of lightning,^* — he 
who' had, lying (within his quiver) amid sandal-dust, that 
snake-mouthed celestial arrow decked with gold, equipt with 
goodly wings, and capable of slaying all foes,** — he who, dis- 
regarding those heroic and mighty car-warriors having Bhish- 
ma and Drona at their head, had acquired from Janiadagnis 
son the terrible Brahma weapon,** — that mighty-armed one, 
who, having seen the warriors with Drona at their head 
afllicted with arrows and turn away from the field, had cut off 
with his keen shafts the bow of Subhadra’s son,** — he who, 
having in a trice deprived the invincible Bhimasena endued 
with the might of ten thousand elephants and the speed of the 
wind, of his car, had laughed at him,** — he who, having van- 
quished Sahadeva by means of his straight shafts and made 
him earless, slew him not from compassion and considerations 
of virtue, ** — he who, with Cakra’s dart, slew that prince of 
Rakshasas, viz., Ghatotkacha, who, from desire of victory, 
had invoked a thousand kinds of illusions,*^ — he whose feats 
in battle, filling Dhananjaya with fear, had made the latter for 
such a long period avoid a single combat with him, — alas, how 
jould that hero be slain in battle ?*** How could ho be slain 
yy foes unless one of these had happened to him, viz.^^^the des- 
ruction of his car, the snapping of his bow, and the exhaustion 
►f his weapons Who could vanquish that tiger among men, 

'■S 

♦ Three lines occur after this in the Bombay edition. The Bengal 
texts omit ^ihem rightly, I think. In those lines Dhritarashtra charges 
■Arjuna with having mad<s his engageraent with the Samsaptakas a pre- 
text for avoiding Kama. Such au accusation would be absurd.— T. 
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like a real tiger, ondaod with great impetuosity, viz., Kama, 
while shaking his formidable bow and shootifig therefrom his 
terrible shafts and celestial weapons in battle ?*® Surely, his 
bow broke, or his car sank in the Earth, or his weapons became 
exhausted, since thou tellest me that he is slain ! I do not, 
indeed, see any other cause for (explaining) his slaughter !“ 
That high'Souled one who had made the terrible vow — I ivill 
not wash my feet till I slay Phdlgana*^ — that warrior through 
whose fear that bull among men, viz., king Yudhishthira the 
just, had not, in the wilderness, for thirteen years continuously, 
obtained a wink of sleep,**— that high-souled hero of great prbw- 
ess relying upon whose valour my son had forcibly dragged the 
wife of the Pandavas to the assembly,** and there in the midst 
of that conclave, in the very sight of the Pandavas and in the 
presence of the Kurus, had addressed the princess of Panchala 
as the wife of slaves, — that hero of the Suta caste, who in 
the midst of the assembly had addressed Krishna, saying, — All 
thy hashands, 0 Krishna, that are even like sesfiamum seeds 
without kernel, are no more, therefore, seek some other husband, 

0 thou of the fairest complexion 1— and in wrath had caused 
her to listen to other expressions equally harsh and rude, how w^is 
that hero slain by the foe ?**‘*^ He who had said unto Diiryo- 
dhana even these words, viz., — If Bhishma who boasteth of his 
prowess in battle, or Drona who is invmcible in fight, doth not 
from partiality, slay the sons of Kunti, 0 Duryodhana, even 

1 will slay them all, let the fever of thy heart be dispelled ! — 
who also said, — What will {Arjuna* s) Gandiva and the two 
inexhaustible quivers do to that shaft of mine, smeared with 
cool sandaUpaste, ivhen it tvill course through the ivelkin ? — 
alas, how could that warrior possessed of shoulders broad as 
those of the bull, be slain by Arjuna?”"*® He who, disregarding 
the fierce touch of the arrows shot from Gandiva had addressed 
Krishna, saying, — Thou hast no husbands now ! — and glared 
at thflj Pandavas, — he who, 0 Sanjaya, relying on the might 
of his own arms, had entertained no fear, for even a moment, 
01 the Parthas with their sons and Janarddana,**— ht, I think, 
could not possibly meet with death ' at tb3 hands of the very 
gods with Vasa va at their head rushing against him in fury, 
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what then need I say, 0 sire, of the Pandavas The person 
could not be seen competent to stay before the son of Adhi- 
rabha, while the latter, putting on his fences, u^ed to touch 
the bowstring It was possible for tho Earth to be destitute 
of the splendour of the Sun, of tho Moon, or of fire, but the 
death of that foremost of meni that never retreated from battle, 
jDould not be possible, •• That foolish child of mine, of wicked 
understanding, who having got Kama, as also his brother 
Dus9a3ana, for his ally, had made up his mind for the rejection 
of Vasudovas proposals,** surely, that wight, beholding the 
slviughter of the bull-shouldered Kama and of DusQasana, ia 
now indulging in lamentations 1*^ Seeing Vikartanas son slain 
in single combat by Savyasachin, and the Pandavas crowned 
with victory, what, indeed, did Duryodhana say ?** Seeing 
Durmarshana slain in battle and Vrishasena also, and seeing 
his host break when slaughtered by mighty car-warriors,** be^ 
holding also the kings (of his army) turn back their faces, 
intent on flight, and his car-warriors already fled, I think 
that son of mine is now indulging in lamentations I’® Behold- 
ing his host dispirited, what, indeed, did the ungovernable, 
proud, and foolish Duryodhana, with passions not under control, 
say Having himself provoked such fierce hostility though 
dissuaded by all his friends, what, indeed, did Duryodhana, who 
has suffered a great loss in battle of friends and followers, say ?^* 
Beholding his brother slain in battle by Bhimasena, and upon 
his blood being drunk, what, indeed, did Duryodhana say 
My son had, with the ruler of the Gandharvas, said, — Kama, 
will slay Arjuna in battle ! — When he saw that Kama slain, 
what, indeed, did he say What, 0 sire, did Cakuni the son of 
Suvala, who had formerly been filled with joy after going through 
the match at dice and cheating the son of Pandu, say when ho 
saw Kama slain What did that mighty car-warrior among 
the Satwatas, that great bowman, uiz., Krita\'arman the son 
of Hridlka, say when he saw Yaikartaiia slain ?'^* Endued 
with youth, possessed of a handsome form, agreeable to the 
sight and celebrated throughout the world, what, O Sanjaya, 
did Afwatthaman, the, intelligent son of Drona, upon whom 
Brahmanas and Kshatriyas and Yai^yas that aref desirous ot 
4i 
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acquiring the science of arms wait, for protections, say when he 
saw Kama slain What did Caradwat’s son Kripa, 0 sire, 
of Gotama ’s race, that foremost of car- warriors, that teacher of 
the science of arms, say when he saw Kama slain What 
did the mighty leader of the Madra warriors, that king of the 
Madras, viz,, the great bowman Galya of the Sauvira clan, that 
ornament of assemblies, that foremost of car-warriors (tem- 
porarily) engaged in driving the car, say when he saw Kama 
slain What also did all the other warriors, difficult of defeat 
in battle, viz.^ those lords of Earth that came to fight, say, 
0 Sanjaya, when they beheld Vaikartana slain After the 

fall of the heroic Drona, that tiger among car-warriors, that 
bull among men, who, 0 Sanjaya, became the heads of the 
several divisions in their order Tell me, 0 Sanjaya, how 
that foremost of car- warriors, viz.^ Galya the ruler of the 
Madras, became engaged in driving the car of Vaikartana 
Who were they that guarded the right wheel of the SiMs son 
while the latter was engaged in fight, and who were they that 
guarded his left wheel, and who were they that stood at the rear 
of that hero Who were those heroes that did not desert 
Kama, and who were those mean fellows that ran away ? 
How was the mighty car-warrior Kama slain amidst your 
united selves How also did those mighty car-warriors, viz,y 
the brave Paiidavas, advance against him shooting showers of 
shafts like the clouds pouring torrents of rain Tell me 
also, 0 Sanjaya, how that mighty shaft, celestial and foremost 
of its species, and oquipt with a head like that of a serpent, 
became futile I do not, 0 Sanjaya, see the possibility of 
even a small remnant of my cheerless host being saved when 
its leaders have been crushed Hearing of the slaughter of 

* Though a great car- warrior, €alya consented, at Duryodhana's 
request, to drive Kama’s car during the latter’s engagement with 
Arjuna.— T. 

t The Beiigal reading Pandavaseka Kailmn is better than the Bom- 
bay reading Pdndavdfcha 

J The Bengal reading Ilatotsdhasya is preferable to the Bombay 
Hatotsedhasya, The latter, although^ accepted by Nilakanthai 
would involve a pleonasm in view of the allusion to the kuhd being 
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those two heroes, those two mighty bowmen, viz,y Bhishma 
and Drona, who were ever ready to lay down their lives for my 
sake, what use have I of life Again and again I am unable 
to endure that Kama, the might of whose arms equalled that 
of ten thousand elephants, should be slain by the Prindavas 
Tell me, 0 Sanjaya, all that occurred in the battle between 
the brave warriors of the Kauravaa and their foes, after the 
death of Drona Tell me also how the sons of Kunti fought 
the battle with Kama, and how that slayer of foes received his 
quietus in the fight !* - 


Section X. 

‘'Sanjaya said, — ‘After the fall of the mighty bowman Drona 
on that day, 0 Bharata, and after the purpose had been baffled 
of that mighty car-warrior, viz.^ the son of Drona, ^ and after 
the vasty army, 0 monarch, of the Kauravas had fled away, 
Partha, having arrayed his own troops, stayed on the field 
with his brothers.* Perceiving him staying on the field, thy 
son, 0 bull of Bharata's race, seeing his own army running 
away, rallied them with great courage.® Having caused his 
divisions to take up their stand, thy son, 0 Bharata, relying 
on the might of his arms, fought for a long time with his foes, 
the Pandavas, who, having gained their end, were filled with 
joy and had been struggling for hours together. On the ap- 
proach there of the evening twilight, he caused the troops to 
be withdrawn,'^"* Having caused the withdrawal of their troops, 
and having entered their own encampment, the Kauravas held 
with one another a consultation about their own welfare,® seat- 
ed like the celestials on costly couches overlaid with rich cover- 
lets, and ovi excellent seats and luxurious beds.^ Then king 
Duryodhana, addressing those mighty bowmen in agreeable 
and highly sweet expressions, spoke the following words suited 
to the ocoasion.® 

5ft 

t -- " '* 

crushed. Kuhkl literally means the hump of a bull ; hence, a leader of 
leaded.— T. 

♦ Tyhtajmta often implies one ready to lay down his life, and not one 
that has laid down his life. Compare Drona Parvan^ sec. XXyiVerde D. 
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“Duryodhana said, — Ye foremost of intelligent men, declare 
all of you, without delay, your opinions ! Under these cir- 
cumstances, ye kings, what is necessary and what is still more 
necessary ?® — ’ 

“Sanjaya continued, — ‘When that prince of men had spoken 
those words, those lions among men, seated on their thrones, 
made various gestures expressive of their desire of battle.**^ 
Observing the indications of those who were all desirous of 
pouring their lives as libations on the battle-fire, and behold- 
ing the monarch’s face radiant as the morning Sun,^* the pre- 
ceptor s son endued with intelligence and accomplished in 
speech, said these words : — Enthusiasm, opportunity, skill, 
and policy, — these are the means declared, by the learned, to 
be capable of accomplishing all ends. I'hey are, however, 
dependent on destiny/* Those foremost of men we had on our 
side, equal unto the celestials, mighty car- warriors all, possess- 
ed of policy, devoted, accomplished, and loyal, have been 
slain/® For all that we should not despair of victory. If all 
these moans be properly applied, even Destiny may be made 
propitious.** AH of us, therefore, 0 Bharata, shall install 
Kama, that foremost of men, endued besides with every ac- 
complishment, in the command of the army !*• Making Kama 
our commander, we shall crush our foes. This Kama is endued 
with great might ; he is a hero, accomplished in weapons, and 
incapable of defeat in battle. Irresistible as Yama himself, be 
is quite competent to vanquish our foes in battle Hearing 
these words from the preceptor s son, thy son, 0 king, at that 
time, built^great hopes on Karna.'^ Cherishing the hope in his 
heart that after the fall of Bhishma and Drona, Kama would 
vanquish the Pandavas, and comforted (by it), 0 Bharata/* 
Duryodhana then, filled with joy at having heard those words 
of Agwatthaman, steadying his mind and relying on the. 
might of his arms, said unto Radha s son, 0 monarch, these 
words that were fraught with affection and regard, and that 
were truoV delightful, and beneficial to himself/®"*® — 0 Karna, 
I know thy prowess, and the great friendship thou Nearest 
to mo' I For all that, 0 mighty-armpd one, I shall address 
thee certain words that are for my good Having heard 



KARNA PARVA. 


them, 0 hero, do that which may appear desirable to thee ! 
Thou art endued with great wisdom, and thou art even my 
supreme refuge !** Those two Atirathas that were my Gener- 
als, viz., Bhishma and Drona, have been slain. Be thou my 
General, thou that art mightier than they !“ Both of those 
great bowmen were advanced in years. They were, besides, 
partial to Dhananjaya. Still both those heroes were respected 
by me, 0 son of Radha, at thy word !** Viewing his relation- 
ship of grandsire unto them, the sons of Fandu, 0 sire, were 
spared in dreadful battle by Bhishma for ten successive days !** 
Thjself also having laid aside thy weapons, the valiant Bhish- 
ma was slain in great battle by Phalguna with] Cikhandin 
before him !“ After that great bowman had fallen and be- 
taken himself to his bed of arrows, it was at thy word, 0 tiger 
among men, that Drona was made our leader !*’ By him also 
were the sons of Pritha spared, in consequence, as I think, of 
their relationsnip unto him of pupils. That old man also has 
been slain by Dhrishtadyumna more speedily.** I do not see, 
even on reflection, another warrior equal to thee in battle,— 
thee, that is, whose prowess could not bo measured by even those 
two foremost of warriors that have been slain in the fight !” 
Without doubt, thou alone today art competent to win victory 
for us ! Before, in the middle, and later on, thou hast accord- 
ingly acted for our good.** Therefore, like a leader, it be- 
hoveth thee, in this battle, to bear the burden thyself. Thyself 
install thy own self in the Generalship.*’ Like the celestial 
generalissimo, the lord Skanda of unfading prowess, (supporting 
the celestial army), do thou support this Dhartarashtra, host ! 
Like Mahendra slaying the Ddnavaa, destroy thou all the 
throngs of our foes !*'* Beholding thee staying in battle, the 
Pandavas, those mighty car warriors, will, with the Fanchalas, 
fly away from battle, like the Ddnavaa at sight of Vishnu. Do 
thou, therefore, lead this vast force !■!■'* When thou shalt stand 
resolved on the field, the Pandavas of wicked hearts, the Pancha- 
las, and the Siinjayas, will all fly away with their friends.** 

m — ■ 

• A triplet in the 6|ngal texts.— T. 
t This is a triplet in the Bengal texts.— T. 
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As the risen Sun, scorching everything by his energy, destroy- 
eth the thick gloom, even so do thou destroy our foes !‘* — 
“Sanjaya continued, — ‘Strong became that hope, 0 king, in 
the heart of thy son, viz., that where Bhishma and Drona had 
been slain, Kama would vanquish the Pandavas." Cherishing 
that hope within his heart, he said unto Kama, — 0 Suta’a son, 
Partha never wishes to fight, standing before thee !” — 

"Kama said, — I have, 0 son of Gandhari, said before in 
thy presence, even these words, viz., — I shall vanquish all 
the Pandavas with their sons and Jandrddana — I shall 
become thy General. In this there is no doubt. Tranquillise 
thyself, 0 monarch ! Consider the Pandavas to be already 
vanquished !’* — ’ ^ j i_ 

“Sanjaya continued, — ‘Thus addressed, 0 monarch, king 
Duryodhana then stood up with all the monarchs, like He of a 
hundred sacrifices with the gods, for honoring Kama with the 
command of the army, like the celestials for honoring Skanda.*^* 
Then, 0 monarch, all the kings headed by Duryodhana, desir- 
ous of victory, installed Kama in the command, according to 
the rites enjoined by the ordinance.f*‘ With golden and earth- 
en jars filled to the brim with water and sanctified with man- 
tras, with tusks of elephants and horns of rhinoceroses and 
mighty bulls,*’ with other vessels decked with jewels and gems, 
with also fragrant herbs and plants, and with other articles 
collected in abundance, Kama, seated at his ease on a seat 
made of udumvara wood and overlaid with silken cloth, was 
invested with the command, according to the rites enjoined in 
the scriptures. Brahmanas, and Kshatriyas, and Vai^yas, and 
respectable Cudras, praised that high-souled one after he was 
bathed on that excellent seat.**'** Thus installed in the com- 
mand, 0 king, that slayer of foes, viz., the son of EadhSu 
caused, by presents of Nishas and kine and other wealth, many 
foremost of Brahmanas to utter blessings on hixa.**— Vanquish 
the Pdfrthas with Govinda and all their followers, — even 

* A triplet in the Bengal texts.— T. * 

+ The AhhisheJea consisted in pouring ^ancti^td water on the head of 
the person requiring the iuvestitnre. — T. 
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those were the words that the eulogists and the Brahmanaa 
said (unto him), 0 bull among men t*® (And they also said,) — 
Slay the Parfchas and the Panchalas, 0 son of Eadha, for our 
victory, like the risen Sun ever destroying Darkness with his 
fierce rays (The sons of Pandu) with Kegava are not abib 
to even look at the shafts, shot by thee, like owls unable to 
gaiie at the burning rays of the Sun I®® The Parthas with the 
Panchalas are incapable of standing before thee armed with 
weapons, like the Danavaa before Indra in battle I*® — Installed 
in the command, Eadha’s son of incomparable splendour looked 
rospTendent in beauty and radiance like a second Sun,*® Hav- 
ing installed the son of Eadha (thus) in the command of the 
army, thy son, urged on by Death, regarded himself as one 
who had his purposes accomplished.*^ That chastiser of foes, 
viz,, Kama, also, 0 king, having obtained the command, or- 
dered the troops to be arrayed, at the rise of the Sun.** Sur- 
rounded by thy sons, 0 Bharata, Kama looked resplendent 
like Skanda surrounded by the celestials, in the battle having 
Taraka for its evil root,*’ ”*® 


Section XI 

“Dhritarashtra said, — “After having obtained the command 
of the array, and after he had been addressed by the king him- 
lelf in those sweet and brotherly words, and after he had order- 
ed the troops to be arrayed at the hour of sunrise, tell me, O 
Sanjaya, what did Vikartana’s son Kama do 

“Sanjaya said, — “Having learnt Kama’s wishes, thy sons, 0 
)ull of Bharata's race, ordered the troops to be arrayed with 
oyful music,* While it still wanted a long period for the com- 
ng of the dawn, a loud noise of — Array — Array , — 0 king, 
uddenly arose among thy troops,* And tho uproar tha> arose, 
became tremendous and touched the very heavens, of foremost 
f elephants and fenced cars while under process of equipment, 
f foottsoldiers and steeds, 0 monarch, while putting on their 
rinour or in course of being harnessed, and of combatants 

m 

9 

* Tdrakdmatfe means tBat in which (the Asiira) Taraka was the evil 
>»ght to be put down. It is compounded of Tdralca and dmya. — T. 
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moving with activity and shouting unto one another !*'* Then 
the Suta*8 son, bearing a gold-backed bow,* appeared (on the 
field) on his car possessed of the splendour of the radiant Sun, 
crowned with many banners, epuipt with a white standard, 
with steeds of the hue of cranes, bearing the device of the 
elephant 3 rope, filled with a hundred quivers, furnished with 
mace and wooden fence, freighted with pataghnia and rows 
of bells and darts and lances and spears, and supplied with 
many bows.^"®* And the Suta's son appeared on the field, 
blowing his conch, 0 king, decorated with a net-work of 
gold, and shaking his formidable bow adorned with pure 
gold/® Beholding the mighty bowman Kama, that foremost 
of car- warriors, seated on his car, difficult of approach and 
resembling the risen Sun that destroys the gloom, “ none 
amongst the Kauravas, 0 tiger among men, recked, 0 sire, 
the loss of Bhishma or Drona or other men Speeding the 
warriors, 0 sire, with the blasts of his conch, Kama caused 
the vast army of the Kauravas to be drawn out/* Hav- 
ing arrayed the troops in the Makara array, that mighty bow- 
man, that scorcher of foes, viz,, Kama, proceeded against the 
Pandavas from desire of victory/* In the tip of the beak ol 
that Makara, 0 king, was stationed Kama himself. In the ^ 
two eyes were the brave Cakuni and the mighty car warrior I 
Uluka/* In the head was Drona*3 son and in the neck were. alls 
the uterine brothers. In the middle was king Duryodhanaf 
supported by a large force.** In the left foot, 0 monarch, was] 
stationed Kritavarman accompanied by the Narayana troops, j 
and those invincible warriors, viz,, the Gopdlaa^^'^f In the right i 
foot, 0 king, was Gotama’s son of prowess incapable of beingj 
baffled, surrounded by those mighty bowmen, viz,, the Trigartae 
and by«the Southerners.*® In the left hind-foot was stationed 
Calya with a large force raised in the country of the Madras/® 

* % Ab the expresBiona qualify Rathena, with the exception of Hcwwi* 
Dhanmha. which evidently refera to the verb Adrishyata , — 

t The Gopdlas were very probably shepherda. To thia day there arc 
in certain districts of Ben^fal and Bahqr, Oopdlas, now called Oow&taso'^ 
AAir4, who allow themselvea to be hired iof heal Bgbta and brawi^i 
They are an extremely atardy elan, — T, 
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III the right, (hind-foot), 0 monarch, was Sushona of true vows, 
surrounded by a thousand cars and throe hundred elephants.®® 
In the tail were the two royal brothers of mighty energy, visr., 
Chitra and Chitrasena surrounded by a large force.®* 

“ ‘When, O great king, that foremost of men, viz. Kama, 
thus came out, king Yudhishthira the just, casting his eyes on 
Ajrjuna, said these words :*®— Behold, 0 Partha, how the Dharta- 
rashtra force, 0 hero, in this battle, protected by heroes and 
mighty car- warriors, hath been arrayed by Kama This vast 
Dhartarashtra forco hath lost its bravest warriors. They thata 
remain, 0 mighty-armed one, are feeble, equal, as I think, to 
straw ! Only one great bowman, viz., the 8uta*8 son, sKineth 
in it That foremost of car-warriors is incapable of being 
vanquished by the throe worlds with their mobile and immobilo 
creatures, including the gods, Asuras, and Gandharvas, and the 
Kinnaras and great serpents If thou slayest him today, O 
mighty-armed one, the victory will bo thine, 0 Phalguna! 
The thorn also which for twelve years hath been planted in my 
heart will then bo plucked out ! Knowing this, 0 thou of 
mighty arms, form thou the array that thou wishest !®® — Hear- 
ing those words of his brother, that Pandava of the white 
steeds disposed his army in counter array after the form of the 
half moon.®^ On the left side was stationed Bhimasena, and on 
the right was stationed the great bowman Dhrishtadyumna.®* 
Ill the middle of the array were the king and Dhananjaya the 
son of Pandu. Nakula and Sahadeva were at the rear of king 
Yudhishthira the just.®® The two Panchala princes, viz., Yii- 
dhamanyu and Uttamaujas, became the protectors of (Arjunas) 
car-wheels. Protected by the diadem-decked Arjuna himself, 
they did not auit Arjuna for a moment.*® The remaining kings, 
possessed of great courage, clad in mail, stood in the array, 
each in the posicion assigned to him, according to thoi measure 
of his enthusiam and resolution, 0 Bharata.** Having thus 
formed their great array, 0 Bharata, the Pandavas, and the 
miglity bowmen of thy army set their hearts on battle.®® Be- 
holding^pthy army disposed into battle array by theSuta's son in 

^ ^ ^ 

* A triplet in the Bengal texts,— T. 
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battle, Duryodhana with all his brethren regarded the Pandavas 
to be already slain.®* Similarly Yudhishthira, 0 king, behold- 
ing the Pandava army disposed in array, regarded the Dharta- 
rashtras with Kama to be already slain.®^ Then conchs, and 
keUlc-driims, and tabours, and large drums, and cymbals, and 
DindimaSy and Jharjkaras, were loudly blown and beat on all 
sides !** Indeed, those loud-sounding instruments were blo’wn 
and beat, 0 king, among both the armies. Leonine roars also 
arose, uttered by brave warriors for victory,** And there also 
arose, 0 king, the noise of neighing steeds and grunting ele- 
phants, and the fierce clatter of car- wheels.*’ None, 0 Eha- 
rata, (in the Kaurava army), at that time, felt the loss of Drona, 
seeing the great bowman Kama clad in mail and stationed at 
the head of the array.** Both armies, O monarch, teeming 
with joyous men, stood, eager for battle and (ready) to destroy 
each other without delay.** There, the two heroes, viz., Kama 
and the son of Pandu, excited with wrath at sight of each 
other, and both firmly resolved, stood or careered, 0 king, 
through their respective divisions,**^ The two armies, as they 
advanced to meet each other, seemed to dance (in joy). From 
the wings and the side- wings of both, warriors desirous ,of 
battle came forth.*‘* Then commenced the battle, 0 monarch, 
of men, elephants, steeds, and cars, engaged in destroying one 
another/ 

Section XII. 

"Sanjaya said,— ‘Then those two vast armies, teeming with 
rejoicing men and steeds and elephants, resembling in splen- 
dour the celestial and the A$ura hosts, meeting together, began 
to strike each other.* Men, cars, steeds, elephants, and foot- 
soldiers, ef fierce prowess, made sturdy strokes destructive of 
bodies and sins.f* Lion-like men strewed the Earth with the 

* %t Would seem that when the actual encounter took place, the order 
of the array, as regards both armies, was speedily and entirely lost. — T. 

+ I adopt the Bengal reading which is Dehapdpmaprandgaii/un, The 
meanir g, of coipwe, is that thejmen were Slain set that their bodies were 
destroyed as also their sius, for death iu battle is rewarded with heaven. 
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S tiad^s of lion-like men, each resembling the full moon or the 
m in splendour and the lotus in fragrance.® Combatants cut 
)ff the heads of combatants, with crescent-shaped and broad- 
loaded shafts and razor-faced arrows and axes, and battle- 
xes.* The arms of men of long and massive arms, cut off by 
inen of long and massive arms, falling upon the Earth, shone, 
docked with weapons and bracelets.® With those writhing arms 
adorned with red fingers and palms, the Earth looked respleuden-t 
as if strewn with fierce five-headed snakes slain by Garuda.** 
From elephants and cars and steeds, brave warriors fell down, 
struck by foes, like the denizens of heaven from their celestial 
[cars on the exhaustion of their merits.^ Other brave warriors fell 
fdown by hundreds, crushed in that*battle by braver combatants 
with heavy maces and spiked clubs and short bludgeons.* 
Cars also, in that tumultuous fight, were crushed by cars, and 
infuriate elephants by infuriate compeers, and horsemen by 
'horsemen.^ Men destroyed by cars, and cars by elephants, and 
Ihorsemen by foot-soldiers, and fbot-soldiers by horsemen, dropp- 
■ed down on the field,** as also cars and steeds and foot-soldiers 
[destroyed by elephants, and cars and steeds^and elephants by 
ifoot-soldiors, and cars and foot-soldiers and elephants by steeds, 
|and men and elephants by cars.” Great was the carnage made 
[of car-warriors and steeds and elephants and men by men and 
steeds and elephants and car-warriors, using their hands and 
ifeet and weapons and cars.** When that host was^ being thus 
[struck and slain by heroic warriors, the Parthas, headed by 
|Vrikodara, advanced against us.** They consisted of Dhrishta- 
|3yumna and Cikhandin and the (five) sons of Draupadi and the 
[Frabhadrakas, and Satyaki and Chekitana with the Dravida 
iforces, and the Pandyas, the Cholas, and the Keralas, surrounded 
by a mighty array, all possessed of broad chests, long arms, tall 
statures, and large eyes,**’*® Decked with ornaments, possessed 
of red teeth, endued with the prowess of infuriate elephants, 
attired in robes of diverse colors, smeared with powdered scents,*® 
armed with swords and nooses, capable of restraining mighty 

* Th^orubay texfc reads Pmhilais, If this readiii^' bo accepted; 

ie m eaiiiiJg would be by Gadura.— T. 
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elephants, companions in death, and never deserting one an* 
other,"' equipt with quivers, bearing bows, adorned with long 
locks, and agreeable in speech, were the combatants of the in- 
fantry files led by Satyaki, belonging to the Andhra tribe, 
endued with fierce forms and great energy.*'® Other brave 
warriors such as the Chedis, the Panchalas, the Kaikayas, the 
Karushas, the Ko9alas, the Kanchis, and the Maghadhas, also 
rushed forward.** Their cars and steeds and elephants, all of 
the foremost kind, and their fierce foot-soldiers, gladdened by 
the notes of diverse instruments, seemed to dance and laugh.f*® 
In the midst of that vast force, came Vrikodara, riding on the 
neck of an elephant, and surrounded by many foremost of ele 
phant-soldiers, advancing against thy army.” That fierce and 
foremost of elephants, duly equipt, looked resplendent, like the 
stone-built mansion on the top of the Udaya mountain, crowned 
with the risen Sun.” Its armour of iron, the foremost of its 
kind, studded with costly gems, was as resplendent as the 
autumnal firmament bespangled with stars.” With a lance 
in his outstretched arm, his head decked with a beautiful dia- 
dem, and possessed of the splendour of the meridian Sun at 
autumn, Bhima began to burn his foes.” Beholding that ele- ; 
phant from a distance, Kshemadhurti, himself mi an elephant, 
challenging, rushed cheerfuly towards Bhima who was more 
cheerful still.” An encounter then took place between those 
two elephants of fierce forms resembling two huge hills topped 
with trees, each fighting with the other as it liked.” Those 
two heroes then, whose elephants thus encountered each other, 
forcibly struck each other with lances endued with the .splendour 
of solar rays, and uttered loud roars.” Separating, they then 
careered in circles with their elephants, and each taking up a 
bow begad to strike the, other.” Gladdening the people around 
with their loud roars and the slaps on their armpits and the 
whizz of their arrows, they continued to utter leonine shouts.” 
Bndued with great strength, both of them, accomplished in 


♦ 1 adopt the Bengal reading* — T. 

t of the Bengal teats ia preferable to m^fakai-a's of 

D./mbay edition, — T. 
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weapon.?, fought, using their elephants with upturned trunks 
and decked with banners floating on the wind.” Then each 
cutting off the other’s bow, they roared at each other, and rained 
on each other showers of darts and lances like two masses of 
clouds in the rainy reason pouring terrents of rain.** Then 
Kshemadhurti pierced Bhimasena in the centre of the chest 
with a lance endued with great impetuosity, and then with 
six others, ainl uttered a loud shout.** With those lances 
sticking to his body, Bhimasena, whose form then blazed with 
wrath, looked resplendent like the cloud-covered Sun with his 
ro^s issuing through the interstices of that canopy.** Then 
Bhiraa carefully hurled at his antagonist a lance bright as 
the rays of the Sun, coursing perfectly straight, and made 
entirely of iron.** The ruler of the Kulutas then, drawing 
his bow, cut off that lance with ten shafts and then pierced 
the son of Pandu with sixty shafts.** Then Bhima the son 
of P.andu, taking up a bow whose twang resembled the roar 
of the clouds, uttered a loud shout and deeply afflicted with 
his shafts the elephant of his antagonist.** Thus afflicted 
in that battle by Bhimasena with his arrows, that elephant, 
though leought to be restrained, staid not on the field like a wind- 
blown cloud.” The fierce prince of elephants owned by Bhima 
then pursued his (flying) compeer, like a wind-blown ma.ss of 
clouds pursuing another mass driven by the tempest.** Restrain- 
ing his own elophant.the valiant Kshemadhurti pierced with his 
shafts the pursuing elephant of Bhimasena.*’ Then with a 
well-shot razor-headed arrow that was perfectly straight, Kshe- 
madhurti cut off his antagonist’s bow and then afflicted that 
hostile elephant.** Filled with wrath, Kshemadhurti then, 
in that battle, pierced Bhima and struck his elephant with 
many tong shafts in every vital part. Tb at huge elephant of 
Bhima tho;i fell down, 0 Bharata!*'* Bhima, how’ever, who 
had jumped down from his elephant and stood on the Earth 
before the fall of the beast, then crushed the elephant of his 
antagonist with his mace.** And Vrikodara then struck Khe- 
madhiirti also, who, having jumped down from his crushed 


A triplet the I3er*f,^al texts. — T. 
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elephant, was advancing against him with uplifted weapon.** 
Kshemadhurti, thus struck, fell down lifeless, with the sword 
in his arm, by the side of his elephant, like a lion struck down 
by thunder beside a thunder-riven hill.** Beholding the 
celebrated king of the Kulutas slain, thy troops, 0 bull of 
Bharata’s race, exceedingly distressed, fled away.’ ”** 


Section XIII. 

“Sanjaya said, — 'Then the mighty and heroic bowman Kama 
began to smite the Pandava army in that battle, with his 
straight shafts.* Similarly, those great car-warriors, viz., the 
Pandavas, 0 king, filled with wrath, began to smite the army 
of thy son in the very sight of Kama.* Kama also, O king, 
in that battle, slew the Pandava army with his cloth-yard 
shafts bright as the rays of the Sun and polished by the hands 
of the smith.* There, 0 Bharata, the elephants, struck by 
Kama with his shafts, uttered loud cries, lost strength, became 
faint, and wandered on all sides.* While the army was being 
thus destroyed by the Suta'a son, 0 sire, Nakula rushed with 
speed against that mighty car-warrior.* And Bhimasena rushed 
against Drona’s son who was engaged in the accomplishment of 
the most difficult feats. Satyaki checked the Kaikaya princes 
Vinda, and Anuvinda.** King Chitrasena rushed against the 
advancing Crutakarman ; and Prativindhya against Chitra own- 
ing a beautiful standard and a beautiful bow.* Duryodhana 
rushed against king Yudhishthira the son of Dharma ; while 
Dhananjaya rushed against the angry throngs of the Samsap- 
talcas.*f In that slaughter of great heroes, Dhrishtadyumna 
proceeded against Kripa. The invincible Cikhandin closed with 
Kritavarman.’ Crutakirti encountered Calya, and Madri’s son, 
the valiant Sahadeva, 0 king, encountered thy son Dus(jasana,‘® 
The two Kaikaya princes, in that battle, shrouded Satyaki with 
a shower of blazing arrows, and the latter also, 0 Bharata, 


• Vinda and Anuvinda of Avanti were slain by Arjuna. The two 
warriors here referred to were of the Kaikayaa, not of the A van tie. — T. 

t The Bengal texts read KraddMn and not Kfitddhaa.~~'S. 
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shrouded the two Kaikaya brothers.** Those two heroic bro- 
thers deeply struck Satyaki in the chest, like two elephants 
striking with their tusks a hostile compeer in the forest.*** 
Indeed, 0 king, those two brothers, in that battle, their own 
vitals pierced with shafts, pierced Satyaki of true deeds with 
their shafts.*® Satyaki, however, 0 great king, covering all 
the points of the compass with a shower of arrows and smiling 
the while, checked the two brothers, 0 Bharata.** Checked by 
those showers of arrows shot by the grandson of Cini, the two 
brothers speedily shrouded the car of Cini’s grandson with their 
shafts.*' Cutting off their beautiful bows, Caurin of great 
fame, checked them both with his keen arrows in that battle.'* 
Taking up two other beautiful bows, and a number of powerful 
shafts, the two began to cover Satyaki and career with great 
activity and skill.*' Shot by the two brothers, those mighty 
shafts equipt with the feathers of the Kafika and the peacock 
and decked with gold, began to fall, illumining all the points of 
the compass." In that dreadful battle between them, 0 king, 
the arrows they shot caused a darkness there. Those mighty 
car-warriors then cut off each other’s bows.*’ Then the invincible 
Satwata, 0 king, filled with rage, took up another bow in that 
battle, and stringing it, cut off Anuvinda’s head with a keen 
razor- headed shaft.*® Decked with ear-rings, that large head, 
0 king, fell like the head of Camvara slain in the great battle 
(of old). And it reached the Earth in no time, filling all the 
Kaikayas with grief'f Beholding that have warrior slain, 
his brother, the mighty car-warrior Vinda, stringing another 
bow, began to resist the grandson of Cini from every side.** 
Piercing Satyaki with sixty arrows equipt with wings of 
gold and whetted on stone, he uttered a loud shout and 
said,— Wait, Wait Then that might} car-warrior of the 
Kaikayas speedily struck Satyaki with many thousands of 
shafts in his arms and chest.” All his limbs wounded with 
irrows, Satyaki, of prowess incapable of being baffled, looked 
esplendent in that battle, 0 king, like a flowering Kinguka** 


* The Bengal texts read Mahdrwne for Makdvane. — T. 

t Both 20 and 21 are triplets in the Bengal texts. — T. 
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Pierced by the high-souled Kaikaya in that encounter, Satyaki, 
with the greatest ease, pierced the Kaikaya (in return) with 
five and twenty arrows.®* Then those two foremost of car- 
warriors, having each cut off the other’s handsome bow in that 
encounter, and having each quickly slain the other’s driver and 
steeds, approached each other on foot for a fight with swords.®®* 
Both endued with massive arms, they looked resplendent on 
that extensive arena, each having taken up a shield decked 
with a hundred moons, and each armed with an excellent sword, 
like Jambha and Oakra, both endued with great might, in the 
battle between the gods and the .48U7’tt8 (of old).®* Both' of 
them, in that great battle, then began to career in circles. 
And then they speedily encountered each other in battle, each 
approaching the other near. And each of them made great 
efforts for the destruction of the other.*® Then Satwata cut iu 
twain the shield of Kaikeya. The latter also, 0 king, cut in 
twain the shield of Satyaki.** Having cut off his antagonist’s 
shield covered with centuries of stars, Kaikeya began to career 
in circles, advancing and receding (at times).** Then the 
grandson of Cini, endued with great activity, cut off by a side- 
stroke the prince of the Kaikeyas thus careering in that great 
arena armed with excellent sword.** Cased in armour, that 
great bowman, viz., the Kaikoya prince, 0 king, thus cut off 
in twain in that great battle, fell down like a hill riven with 
thunder.** Having slain him in battle, that foremost of car- 
warriors, that scorcher of foes, viz., the brave grandson of 
Cini, quickly got upon the car of Yudhamanyu.** Afterwards 
riding upon another car duly equipt (with everything), Satyaki 
began to slay with his shafts the large force of the Kaikeyas.*' 
The vast army of the Kaikeyas, thus slaughtered in battle 
leaving t^t foe of theirs, fled away on all sides.’ ”** 

Section XIV. 

**Saiijaya said, — ‘Crutakarman then, 0 king, filled witi: 
wrath, struck that lord of Earth, viz,, Chitrasoha,v. ’u that 


* A tiiplet iu the Bengal texts.— T. 
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battle, with fifty shafts.* The ruler of the Abhisaras (in 
return), striking Crutakarman, 0 king, with nine straight 
arrows, pierced his driver with five.* Crutakarman then, filled 
with rage, struck Chitrasena at the head of his forces, with a 
keen arrow in a vital part.® Deeply pierced, 0 monarch, with 
that arrow by that high-soulod prince, the heroic Chitrasena 
felt great pain and swooned away.* During this interval, Cruta- 
karman of great renown covered that lord of Earth, (viz., 
his insensible antagonist), with ninety arrows.* The mighty 
ear-warrior Chitrasena then, recovering consciousness, cut off 
hi^ antagonist’s bow with abroad-headed arrow, and pierced hia 
antagonist himself with seven arrows.® Taking up another bow 
that was decked with gold and capable of striking hard, Cruta- 
karman then, with his waves of arrows, made Chitrasena as- 
sume a wonderful appearance.^ .Adorned with those arrows, 
the youthful king, wearing beautiful garlands, looked in that 
battle like a well-adorned youth in the midst of an assembly.* 
Quickly piercing Crutakarman with an arrow in the centre of 
the chest, he said unto him, — Wait, Wait — Crutakarman 
also, pierced with that arrow in the battle, began to shed blood, 
like a mountain shedding streams of liquid red-chalk.*® Bathed 
in blood and dyed therewith, that hero shone in battle like a 
flowering Kiiigulca^^ Crutakarman then, 0 king, thus assailed 
by the foe, became filled with rage, and cut in twain the foe- 
resisting bow of Chitrasena,'* The latter s bow having been 
cut off, Crutakarman then., 0 king, pierced him with three 
hundred arrows equipt with goodly wings, covering him com- 
pletely therewith.*® ‘ With another broad-headed arrow, sharp- 
edged and keon pointed, he cut off the head, decked with 
head-gear, of his high-soulcd antagonist,** That blazing head 
of Chitrasena fell down on the ground, lik) the moon loosened 
from the firmament upon the Earth at will.*® Beholding the 
king slain, the troops of Chitrasena, 0 sire, rushed impetu- 
ously against (his slayer).** That great bowman then, filled 
with rage, rushed, shooting his shafts, against that army, like 
iTama filled with fury, against all creatures at the time of the 
ilniverslff dissolution.*^ Slaughtered in that battle by thy 
frandson armed with the bow, they quickly fled on all sides like 
G 
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elephant.^ scorched by a fore.st-couflagration.^* Beholding them 
flying away hopeless of vanquishing the foe, Crutakarman, 
pursuing them with his keen arrows, looked exceedingly res- 
plendent (on his cai’V® Then Prativindhya, piercing Chitra with 
five arrows, struck his driver with, three, and his standard with 
one.*° Him Chitra pierced, striking in the arms and the chest, 
with nine broad-headed shafts equipt with wings of gold, having 
keen points, and plumed with Kanka and peacock feathers * 
Then Prativindhya, 0 Bhrarata, cutting off with his shafts 
the bow of his antagonist, deeply struck the latter with five 
keen arrows.** Then Cliitra, O monarch, sped at thy grandspn 
a terrible and irresistible dart, adorned with golden bells, and 
resembling a flame of fire.** Prativindhya, however, in that 
battle, cut off, with the greatest ease, into three fragments, 
that dart as it coursed towards him like a flashing meteor.**^ 
Cut off into three fragments, with Prativindhyas shafts, that 
dart fell down, like the thunderbolt insparing all creatures with 
fear at the end of the Beholding that dart baffled, 

Chitra, taking up a huge mace decked with a net-work of gold, 
hurled it at Prativindhya.** That mace slew the latter s steeds 
and driver also in that great battle, and crushing, besides, his 
car, fell with great impetuosity on the Earth.*^ , Meanwhile, 
having alighted from his car, 0 Bharata, Prativindhya hurled, 
at Chitra a dart, well-adorned and equipt with a golden staff.** 
Catching it as it coursed towards him, the high-souled king 
Chitra, 0 Bharata, hurled the very weapon at Prativindhya,*'^ 
Striking the brave Prativindhya in that battle, that blazing 
dart, piercing through his right arm, fell down on the Earth, and 
falling, illumined the whole region like a blast of lightning. 
Then Prativindhya, 0 king, filled with rage, and desiring to 
compass the destruction of Chitra, sped at him a lance decked 
with gold.*‘ That lance, penetrating through his armour and 
chest, entered the Earth like a mighty snake its hole.** Struck * 
with that lance, the king fell down, stretching out his large 
and massive arms that resembled a couple of iron clubs,** 


* Or, ‘like a Mazing brand’.— T. 

t A triplet iu the Bengal texts.— T. 
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Beholding Chitra slain, thy warriors, those ornaments of battle, 
jushed impetuously at Prativindhya from all sides.** Shooting 
diverse kinds of shafts and pataghnis decked with rows of belLs, 
they soon covered Prativindhya like masses of clouds covering 
the Sun.** The mighty-armed Prativindhya, consuming with 
his arrowy showers those assailants of his in that battle, routed 
thy army like the thunder-wielding Cakra routing the Amnt 
host.** Thus slaughtered in battle by the Pandavas, thy 
troops, 0 king, suddenly dispersed in all directions like congre- 
gated masses of clouds dispersed by the wind.*’ While thy 
arnty, slaughtered on all sides, was thus flying away, only Dro- 
na’s sou singly rushed with speed against the mighty Bhima- 
sena.** All at once a fierce encounter ensued between them 
like to what had taken place between Vritra.and Va,sava in the 
battle between the gods and the Asuras (of old).’ "** 


Section XV, 

'Sanjaya said, — ‘Endued with the greatest activity, Drona’.s 
son, 0 king, displaying the lightness of his arms, pierced 
Bhima with an arrow.* Aiming at all his vital parts, for he 
hath a knowledge of all the vital parts of the body, the quick 
handed Aijwatthriinan again struck him with ninety shafts.* 
Pierced all ov|r with keen arrows by the son of Drona, Bhima- 
sena looked resplendent in that battle like the Sun hira.self with 
his rays.® The son of Pandu then, covering the son of Drona 
with a thousand well-directed shafts, uttered a leonine roar.* 
Baflling with his own shafts the shafts of his foe in that battle, 
the son of Drona, 0 king, as if smiling, then struck the 
Pandava in the forel^ad with a clothyard shaft.* The son of 
Pandu bore that arrow on his forehead even as the proud 
rhinoceros, 0 king, in the forest bears its horn.* The valiant 
Bhima then, in that battle, a.s if smiling the v hilc, struck the 
struggling son of Drona in the forehead with three clothyard 
shafts.’ With those three arrows sticking on his forehead, 
that Briitmana looked beautiful like a three-peaked inoiintain 
washed with water in jthe scKison of rains.* The son of Drona 
then afllicted the Pandava with hiuidrcds of arrows, but failed 
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to shake him like the wind failing to shake the mountain,^ 
Similarly the son of Pfindu, filled with joy, could not in that 
battle shake the son of Drona with his hundreds of keen shafts 
like torrents of rain failing to shake a mountain/® Shrouding 
each other with showers of terrible shafts, those two great car- 
warriors, those two heroes, endued with fierce might, shone 
resplendent on those two foremost of cars of theirs.” They 
then looked like two blazing Suns risen for the destruction of 
the world, and engaged in scorching each other with their rays 
constituted by excellent arrows.^* Endeavouring with great 
care to counteract each other^s feats in that great battle, and 
actually engaged in matching deed by deed with showers of 
arrows most fearlessly,^® those two foremost of men careered in 
that combat like a couple of tigers. Both invincible and terri- 
ble, arrows constituted their fangs and bows thoir mouths.** 
They became invisible under those clouds of arrows on all sides, 
like the Sun and the Moon in the firmament shrouded by 
masses of clouds.** And then those two chastisers of foes soon 
became visible and blazed forth like Mars and Mercury freed 
from cloudy screens.^* Then at that instant during the pro- 
gress of that awful battle, Drona s son placed Vrikodara to his 
right, pouring hundreds of fierce arrows upon him like the 
clouds pouring torrents of rain upon a mountain, Bhima, 
however, could not brook that indication of hi§ enemy's tri- 
umph.** The son of Pandu, 0 king, from that very station on 
A(;vvatthaman’3 right, began to counteract the latter’s feats. 
Their cars continuing to wheel around in diverse ways and ad- 
vance and retreat (according to the exigencies of the situ- 
ation),*® the battle between those two lions among men became 
exceedingly furious. Careering in divers^ paths, and (execut- 
ing) circular manoevres,®* they continued to strike each other 
with arrows shot from their bows drawn to their fullest stretch. 
And each made the greatest endeavours to compass the destruc- 
tion of the other. And each of them desired to make the other 
earless in that battle.*** Then that great car-warrior, viz,, the 
son of Drona^, invoked many mighty weapons. Tk^ son of 

* A triplet 111 tilt texts.— T. 
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Pandii, however, in that battle, with his own weapons, coun- 
teracted all those weapons of his foe.®* Then, 0 monarch, 
there took place an awful encounter of weapons, like to the 
terrible encounter of planets at the time of the universal des- 
ftruction.*® Those shafts, 0 Bharata, let off by them, collided 
together, illuminating all the points of the compass and thy 
troops also all around.*^ Covered with flights of arrows, the 
welkin assumed a terrible sight, like to what happens, 0 king, 
at the time of the universal dissolution, when it is covered with 
falling meteors,”* From the clash of shafts, 0 Bharata, fire 
was> generated there, with sparks and blazing flames. That fire 
began to consume both armies.** Siddhas moving there, 0 
monarch, said these words, 0 lord, This battle is the 

foremost of all battles !*^ All the battles (fought before) do 
not come up to even a sixteenth part of this ! A battle like 
this will never occur again 1** Both these persons, viz., this 
Brahmana and this Kshatriya, are endued with knowledge !** 
Both are possessed of courage, and both are fierce in prowess ! 
Dreadful is the might of Bhima, and wonderful is the skill of 
the other in weapons ! How great is their energy, and how 
wonderful the skill possessed by both Both of them stand 
in this battle like two universe-destroying Yamas at the end 
of the Yiiga ! They are born like two Rudras, or like two 
Suns These two tigers among men, both endvied with terrible 
forms, are like two Yamas in this battle ! — Such were the words 
of the Siddhas heard there every moment. And among the 
assembled denizens of heaven there arose a leonine roar.**f 
Beholding the amazing and inconceivable feats of the two 
warriors in that battle, the dense throngs of Siddhas and 
Chdranas were filled with wonder.” And the gods, the Sid- 
dhas, and the great Rishis applauded them both, saying, — Ex- 
cellent, 0 mighty-armed son of Drona ! Excellent, 0 Ehima 1” 
— Meanwhile those two heroes, in that battle, 0 king, having 
done injuries to each other, glared at each other with eyes 


* Xbc Bombay reading Vudham in the second line of 25 is vicious. 
The Bengal reading KaofyaOX evidently preferable,— T. 

t A triplet in the Bengal texts, — T 
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rolling in rageJ* With eyes red in rage, their lips also quiver- 
ed in rage. And they grinded their teeth in wrath and bit their 
lips.*® And those two great car-warriors covered each other 
with showers of arrows, as if they were, in that battle, two 
masses of clouds that poured torrents of arrows for rain and 
that gleamed with weapons constituting their lightning.*^ 
Having pierced each other s standards and drivers in that great 
battle, and having also pierced each other’s steeds, they con- 
tinued to strike each other.** Then, 0 monarch, filled with 
rage, they took up, in that dreadful encounter, two arrows, and 
each desirous of slaying the other shot quickly at his foe.** 
Those two blazing arrows, resistless and endued with the force of 
thunder, coming, 0 king, to the two warriors as they stood at 
the head of their respective divisions, struck them both.*® The 
two mighty combatants then, deeply struck with those arrows, 
sank, each from the force of the other, on the terrace of his 
respective car.*‘ His driver then, understanding the son of 
Drona to be insensible, bore him away from the battle, 0 king, 
in the sight of all the troops.** Similarly, 0 king, his driver 
bore away from the battle, on his car, the son of Panda, that 
scorcher of foes, who was repeatedly falling into swoon.’ 


Section XVL 

*‘Dhritarashtra said, — Tell me how occurred the battle of 
Arjuna with the Samsaptalcas, and of the other kings with the 
Pandavas Tell me also, 0 Sanjaya, how happened the battle 
of Arjuna with A 9 watthaman, and of the other lords of Earth 
with the Parthas !’* 

“Sanjaya said, — ‘Listen, 0 king, as I speak to thee as to how 
occurred the battle of the heroic warriors (of our side) with the 
foe, that battle which was destructive of bodies, sins, and 
lives!* That slayer of foes, viz.^ Partha, penetrating into the 
Samsaptaka force that resembled the ocean, agitated it exceed- 
ingly, like a tempest agitating the vasty deep.* Cutting ffo 
with broad-headed arrows of keen edges the heads qf brave 
warriors, that were decked with faces |)ossessed of the splendour 
of the full moon and with beautiful eyes and eyebrows and 
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teeth, Dhaiianjaya speedily caused the Earth to be strewn 
therewith as if with lotuses plucked off their stalks/* And 
in that battle, Arjuna, with his razor-headed shafts, cut off 
the arms of his foes, that were all well rounded, large, and 
massive, and smeared with sandal-paste and other perfumes, 
with weapons in grasp, with leathern fences casing their fingers, 
and looking like five-headed snakes/f And the son of Pandu 
repeatedly cut off, with his broad-headed shafts, steeds, and 
riders, and drivers, and flags, and bows, and arrows, and arms 
decked with gems/ And Arjuna, in that battle, 0 king, with 
man^ thousands of arrows, despatched to Yama’s abode, car- 
warriors and elephants and horses and horsemen/ Many fore- 
most of warriors, filled with rage, and roaring like bulls, and 
mad (like them) with excitement for a cow in season, rushed, 
towards Arjuna, with loud cries/+ All of them then began to 
strike Arjuna with their arrows as the latter was employed in 
slaying them, like infuriate bulls striking one of their species 
with their horns. The battle that took place between him 
and them made the hair to stand on end, even like the battle 
boween the Daityas and the wielder of the thunder-bolt on the 
occasion of the conquest of the three worlds/®ir Resisting 
with his own weapons the weapons of his foes on all sides, 
Arjuna, piercing them fast with innumerable arrows, took their 
lives." Like the wind destroying vast masses of clouds, 
Arjuna, otherwise called Jay a, that enhancer of the fears of 
his foes, cutting off into minute fragments large throngs of 
cars, — cars, that is, whose poles, wheels, and ales had previously 
been shattered by him, and w;hose warriors and steeds and 
drivers had been slain before, and whose weapons and quivers 
had boon displaced, and standards crushed, and traces and reins 
sundered, and wooden fences and shafts broken, already, — 
and filling every body with wonder, achieved feats magnificient 
to behold and rivalling those of a thousand g^'eat car-warriors 


* A triplet in the Bengal texts. — T, 
t This also ia a tiiplet in the Bengal texts.— T. 
t Th^Bombay texts read this with a slight variation.— T. 
IF A triplet in the Bingal tixts. — T. 
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fighting together,^*"^** Crowds of Siddhas and celestial Rishis 
and Ghdvanas all applauded him. And celestial kettle-drums 
sounded, and floral showers fell upon the heads of Ko 9 ava and 
Arjuna. And an incorporeal voice said,** — These, viz,^ Ke 5 ava 
and Arjuna, are those two heroes that always possess the beau- 
ty of the moon, the splendour of fire, the force of the wind, 
and the radiance of the Sun !** Stationed on the same car, 
these two heroes are invincible even like Brahman and I^aha ! 
These two heroes, the foremost of all creatures, are Nara and 
Narayana — Hearing and beholding these wonderful things, 
0 Bharata, A^watthaman, with great care and resolution, 
rushed against the two Krishnas in that battle.** With his 
arm that held an arrow in its grasp, the son of Drona hailed 
the Pandava who was shooting shafts equipt with foe-slaying 
heads, and smilingly told him these words.*® — If, 0 hero, thou 
regard me a worthy guest arrived (before thee), then give mo 
today, with thy whole heart, the hospitality of battle — Thus 
summoned by the preceptor's son from desire of battle, Arjuna 
regarded himself highly honored, and addressing Janarddana, 
said,®* — The Samsaptakas should be slain by me, but Drona’s 
son again is summoning me ! Tell me, 0 Madhava, to which of 
these duties should I first turn ? Rising, let the services of 
hospitality be offered, if thou thinkest that to be proper !®®— 
Thus addressed, Krishna bore Part ha who had been summoned 
according to the rules of triumphant challenge, to the vicinity 
of Drona’s son, like Vayu bearing Indra to the sacrifice.®* 
Saluting Drona's son whose mind was fixed upon one thing, 
Ke(;ava said unto him, — 0 A(;watthaman, be cool, and with- 
out losing a moment strike and bear 1®* The time has come 
for those that are dependent on others to repay their obliga- 
tion to their masters !f The disputes between Brahmanas are 
subtile. The consequences, however, of the disputes of Kshatri- 
yas are palpable, being victory and defeat !** For obtaining 
those excellent rites of hospitality that from folly thou solicit- 
est at the hands of Partha, fight coolly now with the son of 

^ The Bengal texts read Bkaya-varddhanam — T. 

+ Literally, Ho pay off their raastePa c&ke.' — T, 




KAHN A PARVA, 


49 


Pandu — Thus addressed by Vasiidova, that foremost of re- 
generate ones replied, saying, — So be it ! — and pierced Ke^ava 
with sixty shafts and Arjuna with three.*^ Arjuna then, filled 
withjage, cut off A(;watthaman s bow with three shafts, Drona’a 
son took up another bow that was more formidable still.®* 
Stringing it within the twinkling of an eye, he pierced Arjuna 
and Ke^ava, the latter with three hundred arrows, and the 
foi'mer with a thousand,®® And then Drona's son, with good 
care, stupifying Arjuna iu that battle, shot thousands and tens 
of thousands and millions of arrows.**^ From the quivers, the 
bow^, the bowstring, the fingers, the arms, the hands, the chest, 
the face, the nose, the eyes,®^ the ears, the head, the limbs, 
the pores of the body, the armour on his person, the car, and 
the standard, 0 sire, of that utterer of Brahma, arrows begail 
to issue.** Piercing Madhava and the son of Pandii with that 
thick arrowy shower, Drona's son, filled with joy, uttered a 
loud roar resembling that of a vast mass of congregated clouds.** 
Hearing that roar of his, the son of Pandu said unto Ke9ava 
of unfading glory those words : — Behold, 0 Madhava, this 
wickedness towards me of the preceptor’s son !** He regardeth 
us to be slain, having shrouded us with this dense arrowy 
shower.* I will presently, however, by my training and might, 
bafHe his purpose !** — Cutting off every one of thoso arrows 
shot by AtyWatthaman into three fragments, that foremost one 
of Bharata’s race destroyed them all like the Sun destroying a 
thick fog,*® After this the son of Pandu once more pierced 
with his fierce shafts the Sam-^aptakas with their steeds, 
drivers, cars, elephants, standards, and foot-soldiers.*^ Every 
one of those that stood there as spectators, every one of thoso 
that were stationed there on foot or car or steed or elephant, 
regarded himself as shrouded by the arrows of Arjuna.** * Shot 
from Odndiva, thoso winged arrows of diverse forms slew iu 
that battle elephants and steeds and men whe’hor stationed iu 
his immediate front or at the distance of two miles.*® The 
trunks, cut off with broad-headed shafts, of elephants adowii 
whose cheeks and other limbs flowed the juice indicative of 

t 

* Literally, ‘having made u8 the inmateii of this arrowy maiision.^— T. 
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excitement, fell down like tall trees in the forest struck down 
with the axe.^® A little after fell down elephants, huge as 
hillocks, with their riders, like mountains crushed by Indra 
with his thunder.®^ With his shafts cutting into minute por- 
tions well-equipb cars that looked like dissolving edifices of 
vapour in the evening sky and unto which were yoked well- 
trained steeds of great speed and which were ridden by warriors 
invincible in battle, tho son of Pandu continued to shower bis 
arrows on his enemies. And Dhananjaya continued to slay 
well-docked horsemen and foot-soldiers of the foe.®**®* Indeed, 
Dhananjaya, resembling the very Sun as he rises at.the.end 
of the Yiiffa, dried up the Saviaaptaka ocean incapable of 
being dried up easily, by means of keen arrows constituting 
feis rays.®® Without losing a moment, the son of Pandu once 
tnore pierced Drona's son resembling a huge hill, with shafts 
of great impetuosity and the splendour of the Sun, like the 
wielder of the thunderbolt piercing a mountain with the 
thunder ®* Desirous of battle, the preceptor's son then, filled 
With rage, approached Arjuna fur piercing him and his steeds 
and drivers by means of his swiftly-coursing shafts. Arjuna, 
however, quickly cut oflf the shafts shot at him by A^wattha- 
Jnan.®* The son of Panda then, filled with great wrath, proffer- 
ed unto A9watthaman, that desirable guest, quivers upon 
quivers of arrows like a charitable persoik offering everything 
in his house unto a guest.®’ Leaving the Samsaptakas then, 
the son of Pandu rushed towards Drona s son like a donor, 
abandoning unworthy guests, for proceeding towards one that is 
worthy.' "®** 


. — ^ ^ 

• The two words used here, viz., Pdnkteyam and its negative, have ae 
peculiar signification. He that is worthy of being admitted to the sam 
line with honored guests while sitting for a feed, is ^pankUya. He, on 
the other hand, that is excluded from the line is an apdnkteya. To this 
day the leaders of all castes in India are busied with questions affecting 
the inclusion in or the exclusion from, the caste line of its members on 
occ asioDs of feed and festivity.-— T. 


Section XVII. 


"Sanjaya said,— “Thea occurred that battle between Arjuna 
and Agwatthaman resembling the planets Cukraand Vrihaspati 
in splendour, like the battle between Cukra and Vrihaspati in 
the firmament for entering the same constellation.' Afflicting 
eaqh other with biasing shafts that constituted their rays, those 
terrifiers of the world stood like two planets both deviating from 
their orbits,* Then Arjuna deeply pierced A^watthaman with 
a shaft in the midst of his eye-brows. With that shaft the son 
of Drona looked resplendent like the Sun with upward rays.* 
The two Krishnas also, deeply afflicted by A9watthaman with 
hundreds of arrows, looked like two Suns at the end of the 
Yuga resplendent with their own rays.* Then when- VaSu- 
deva seemed to be stupified, Arjuna shot a weapon from which 
issued torrents of shafts on all sides. And he struck the 
son of Drona with innumerable shafts, each resembling the 
thunder or fire or the rod of Death.* Endued with mighty 
energy, that achiever of fierce feats, (viz., A9watthaman,) then 
pierced both Ko9ava and Arjuna with well-shot shafts inspired 
with great impetuosity and struck with which Death himself 
would feel pain.* Checking the shafts of Drona’s son, Arjuna 
covered him with twice as many arrows equipt with goodly 
wings, and shrouding that foremost of heroes and his steeds 
and driver and standard, began to strike .the Samsaptalcas.^ 
With his well-shot shafts Partha began to cut off the bows 
and arrows and quivers and bowstrings and hands and arms 
and tightly grasped weapons and umbrellas and standards 
and steeds and car-shafts and robes and floral garlands and 
ornaments and coats of mail and handsome shields and beauti- 
ful heads, in large numbers, of his unretreating foes !•** Well- 
equipt cars and steeds and elephants, ridden by heroes fighting 
with great care, were destroyed by the htindreds of shafts sped 
by Partha and fell down along with the heroes that rode them.'® 
Cut off with broad-headed and crescent-shaped and razor-faced 
arrows, human heads, resembling the lotus, the Sun, or the 
full Moon in beauty and/esplendent with diadems and necklaces 
and crowns, dropped ceaselessly on the Earth," Then the 
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of the Da? 3 rhas a ddressed Arjuna and said, ~Why errest thou 
(in thus sparing A(j\vatthaman) ? Slay this warrior ! If treated 
with indifference, even this one will be the cause of great woe, 
like a disease not sought to be put down by treatment ! — Reply- 
ing unto Ke^ava of unfading glory with the words — So be it, 
—Arjuna of unclouded understanding began, with good care, to 
mapgie the son of Drona with his shafts.*® Now the son of PSn- 
du, filled with rage, quickly pierced the massive arms, smeared 
with sandal-paste, and the chest, the head, and the unrivalled 
thighs of his antagonist with shafts equipt with heads like 
goats’ ears, and shot with great force from GUndiva. Then 
cutting off the traces of A5watthaman’s steeds, Arjuna began 
to pierce the steeds themselves, whereat the latter boro A9wat-^ 
thaman away to a great distance from the field,*' Thus borne 
away by those steeds endued with the speed of the wind, the 
intelligent son of Drona, deeply afflicted with the shafts of 
Partha, reflecting for some time, wished not to go back and 
renew the fight with Partha.** Knowing that victory is ever 
with the chief of the Vrishnis and with Dhananjaya, that fore- 
most one of Angirasa’s race, endued with great activity, entered 
the army of Kama, deprived of hope and with shafts and 
weapons almost exhausted.’* Indeed, Drona’s son, restraining 
his steeds, and having comforted himself a little, 0 sire, enter- 
ed the force of Kama teeming with cars and steeds and men.** 
After A(;watthaman, that enemy of theirs, had been thus re- 
moved from the field by his steeds like a disease removed from 
the body by incantations and medicines and means,’* Ke^ava 
and Arjuna proceeded towards the Samsaptakas, on their car 
whoso rattle resembled the roar of the clouds and whose banner 
waved on the wind.’ 


Section XVIII. 

“SaTija3'a said,— "Meanwhile, towards the northern part of 
the Pandava army, a loud uproar arose of cars and elephants 
and steed? and foot-soldiers as these were being massacred by 
Dandadhara.' Turning, the course of tbc car but without 
stopping the steads fleet as Garuda or the wind, Kc(;ava, ad- 
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(foe-) crushing elephant, is unrivalled in prowess ! In train^ 
ing and mighfc he is not inferior to Bhagadatfca himself.* Hav- 
ing slain him first, thou wilt then slay the Samsaptalm !•— At 
the conclusion of his words, Ke^ava bore Fartha to the presence 
of Dandadhara.^ The chief of Magadhas, peerless in hand- 
ling the elephant-hook, even as the headless planet Ketu (is 
peerless) among all the planets, was destroying the hostile army 
like a fierce commet destroying the whole Earth.** Biding 
on his foe-slaying and well-equipt elephant which looked like 
the Dlmva with elephantine face and form,f and whose roar 
resembled that of a congregated mass of clouds, Dandadhara was 
destroying with his shafts thousands of cars and steeds and 
elephants and men.* The elephant also, treading with his feet 
upon cars, pressed down into the Earth a large number of men 
with their steeds and drivers. Many were the elephants also 
that that foremost of elephants crushed and slew with his two ' 
fore-feet and trunk. Indeed, the beast moved like the wheel of 
Death.’^ Slaying men adorned with steel coats of mail, along 
with their horses and foot-soldiers, the chief of the Maghadhas 
caused these to be pressed down into the Earth, like thick reeds 
pressed down with crackling sounds, by means of that mighty 
and foremost of elephants belonging to him.* Then Arjuna, 
riding on that foremost of cars, rushed quickly towards that 
prince of elephants in the midst of that host teeming with 
thousands of cars and steeds and elephants, and resounding 
with the beat and blare of innumerable cymbals and drums 
and conchs, and uproarious with the clatter of car-wheels, the 
twang of bow-strings, and the sound of palms.* Then Danda- 
dhara pierced Arjuna with a dozen foremost of shafts and 
Janarddana with sixteen, and each of the steeds with three, 
and then uttered a loud shout and laughed repeatedly.** Then 
Partha, with a number of broad-headed shafts, cut off the bow 


* AnJcuga-graka means ‘in handling the hook.’ Vikacha-graka is ex- 
plained by Nilkantha to mean either KciUj the headless planed or a 
calamitous planet like a fierce commefc.-«^T. ^ 

f Vide note to verse t2 in the previous Section,— T, 
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of his antagonist with its string and arrow fixed thereon, as 
also his well-decked standard, and then the guides of his beast 
and the footmen that protected the animal At this the lord of 
Oirivraja became filled with rage.*^ Desirous of agitating Ja- 
narddana with that tusker of his, whoso temples had split from 
excitement, and which resembled a mass of clouds and was 
endued with the speed of the wind, Dandadhara struck Dhanan* 
jay a with many lances/* The son of Pandu then, with three 
razor-headed arrows, cut off, almost at the same instant of 
time, the two arras, each looking like the trunk of an elephant, 
and then the head, resembling the full Moon, of his foe. Then 
Arjuna struck the elephant of his antagonist with hundreds of 
arrows/* Covered with the gold-decked arrows of Fartha, that 
elephant ecjuipt with golden armour looked as resplendent as a 
mountain in the night with its herbs and trees blazing in a 
conflagration,** Afflicted with pain and roaring like a mass 
of clouds, and exceedingly weakened, the elephant, crying 
and wandering and running with tottering steps, fell down 
with the guide on its neck, like a mountain summit riven by 
thunder/* Upon the fall of his brother in battle, Danda 
advanced against Iiidras younger brother and Dhananjaya, 
desirous of slav ing them, on his tusker white as snow and 
adorned with gold and looking like a Himalayan summit.^* 
Danda struck Jaiiarddana with three whetted lances bright 
as the rays of the Sun, and Arjuna with five, and uttered a 
loud shout. The son of Pandu then, uttering a loud shout, 
cut off the two arms of Danda.*’ Cut off by means of razor- 
headed shafts, those two arms, smeared with sandal-paste, 
adorned with angadas, and with lances in grasp, as they fell 
from the elephant s back at the same instant of time, looked 
resplendent like a couple of large snakes of great beauty 
falling down from a mountain-summit.** Cut off with a cre- 
scent* shaped arrow by the diadem-decked (?artha), the head 
also of Danda fell down on the Earth from the elephant’s 
back, and covered with blood it looked resplendent as it lay 
like the^Sun dropped from the Asta mountain towards the 
western quarter. ** Then .Partha pierced with many excellent 
arrows bright as the* rays of the Sun that elephant of his foe, 
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resembling a mass of white clouds, whereupon it fell down with 
a loud noise like a Himalayan summit riven with thunder.*® 
Then other huge elephants capable of winning victory and re- 
sembling the two already slain, were cut off by Sa vyasachin, in 
that: battle, even as the two (belonging to Vanda and Vanda- 
dhara) had been cut off. At this the vast hostile force broke,** 
Then elephants and cars and steeds and men, in dense throngs, 
clashed against one another and fell down on the field. Tot- 
tering, they violently struck one another and fell down deprived 
of life.** Then his soldiers, encompassing Arjuna like the ce- 
lestials encompassing Purandara, began to say, — 0 hero, that 
foe of whom we had been frightened like creatures at the sight 
of Death himself, hath, by good luck, been slain by thee 1** 

Jf thou hadst not protected from that fear those people that 
were so deeply afflicted by mighty foes, then by this time our 
foes would have felt that delight which we now feel at their 
death, 0 slayer of enemies !** — Hearing these and other words 
uttered by friends and allies, Arjuna, with a cheerful heart, 
worshipped those men, each according to his deserts, and 
proceeded once more against the Samsaptakasl '*** 


Section XIX. 


‘^Sanjaya said,— Wheeling round, like the planet Mercury 
in the curvature of its orbit, Jishnu once more slew largo 
numbers of the Samsaptakas^ Afflicted with the shafts of 
Partha, 0 king, men, steeds, and elephants, 0 Bharata, waver- 
ed and wandered and lost color and fell down and died.* Many 
foremost of animals tied to yokes, and drivers, and standards, 
and bows, and shafts, and hands, and weapons in grasp, and 
arms, and heads, of heroic foes fighting with him, the son of 
Panda cut off in that battle, with arrows, some of which were 
broad“headed, some equipt with heads like razors, some crescent- 
shaped, and some furnished with heads like the calf s tooth/"'* 
Hike bulls fighting with a bull for the sake of a cow in season, 
brave warriors, *l)y hundreds and thousands, closed upon Arjuna.® 
The battle that took place between them 'and him made the 
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hair to stand on end, like the encounter between the Daityas 
and the wielder of the thunder-bolt on the occasion of the 
conrjuest of the three worlds.^ Then the son of Ugruyudha 
pierced Partha wich three shafts resembling throe venomous 
snakes, Partha, however, cut off from his enemy's trunk the 
latter’s head/ Then those warriors, filled with rage, covered 
Arjuna from every side with diverse kinds of weapons, like 
’the clouds urged by the Maruts shrouding Hlmavat at the 
close of summer/ Checking with his own weapons those 
of his foes on every side, Arjuna slew a large number of his 
enemies with well-shot shafts/ With his arrows Arjuna then 
cut off the Trivenics, the steeds, the drivervS, and the Pdrslini 
drivers of many cars, and displaced the weapons and quivers of 
many, and deprived many of their wheels and standards, and 
broke the chords, the traces, and the axles of many, and des- 
troyed the bottoms and yokes of others, and caused all the 
equipments of many to fall off from their places/®’^ Those 
cars, thus smashed and injured by Arjuna in large numbers, 
looked like the luxurious mansions of the rich destroyed by 
fire, wind, and rain.** Elephants, their vitals pierced with 
shafts resembling thunder-bolts in impetuosity, fell down like 
mansions on mountain-tops overthrown by blasts of lightning/* 
Large numbers of steeds with their riders, struck by Arjuna, 
fell down on the Earth, their tongues and entrails pressed out, 
themselves deprived of strength and bathed in blood, and pre- 
senting an awful sight/^ Men and steeds and elephants, pierced 
by Savyasachin with his shafts, wandered and tottered and fell 
down and uttered cries of pain and looked pale, 0 sire Like 
Mahcndra smiting down the Ddnavas, Partha smote down largo 
numbers of his foes, by means of shafts whetted on stone and 
resembling the thunder or poison in deadliness/® Bravo war- 
riors, cased in costly coats of mail and decked with ornaments, 
and armed with diverse kinds of weapons, ley on the field, with 
their cars and standards, slain by Partha/’ Vanquished (and 
deprived of life)^ persons of righteous deeds, possessed of noblo 
birth and great knowledge, proceeded to heaven in consequence 
of thoSe glorious deeds of theirs, while their bodies only lay 

Qn Earth/® Then the chiefs, belonging to thy army, of various 
8 
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realms, filled with wratli and accompanied by their followers, 
rushed against Arjium, that foremost of car-warriors.^^ War- 
riors borne on their cars and steeds and elephants, and foot- 
soldiers also, all dosirous of slaying (Arjuna), rushed towards 
him, shooting diverse weapons with great speed,** Then the 
Arjuna-wind, by means of keen shafts, destroyed that thick 
shower of weaponti dropped by those warriors constituting a 
mass of congregated clouds.*' People then beheld Arjuna 
crossing that raftloss ocean constituted by steeds and foot-sold- 
iers and elephants and cars, and having mighty weapons for its 
waves, on a bridge constituted by his own mighty weapons 
of offence and defence.** Then Vasudeva, addressing Partha, 
said,— Why, 0 sinless one, dost thou sport in this way ? 
Grinding these Samaaptakas, haste thyself for Kama’s slaught- 
er !**— Saying,— So be it— unto Krishna, Arjuna then, forcibly 
smiting the remnant of the SamsaptaJeaa with his weapons, 
began to destroy them like Indra destroying the Daiiyaa}^ 

At that time, with even the closest attention, men could not 
mark when Arjuna took out his shafts, when he aimed them, 
and when he let them off quickly.** Govinda himself, 0 BluV 
rata, regarded it wonderful. Like swans diving into a lake, 
the shafts of Arjuna, white and active as swans, penetrated 
into the hostile force.** Then Govinda, beholding the field of 
battle during the progress of that carnage, said these words to 
Savyasachin :** — Here, 0 Partha, for the sake of Duryodhana 
alone, occurreth this great and terrible destruction of the 
Bharatas and other kings of the Earth !** Behold, 0 son of 
Bharata, these r|^ws, with golden backs, of many mighty bow- 
men, and these girdles and quivers loosened from their bodies !*® 
Behold these straight shafts equipt with wings of gold, and 
these long arrows washed with oil and looking like snakes 
freed from their sloughs !** Behold these beautiful lances deck- 
ed with gold, lying scattered about, and these coats of mail, 

0 Bharata, adorned with gold and fallen off from the bodies 
of the warriors !*' Behold these spears embellished with gold, 
these darts adorned with the same metal, and these huge maces 
twined round with threads of gold and chords of h8mp !** 
Behold these swords decked with brigfit goid and these axes 
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Adorned with the same, and these battle-axes cqiiipt with gold- 
decked handles Behold also these spiked chibs, these short 
arrows, these Bhifundis, and those Kanapas ; these iron 
Kv/Hitas lying around, and these heavy Mushalas /** These 
victory-longing warriors endued with great activity and armed 
with diverse weapons, though dead, still seem to bo quick with 
life !** Behold those thousands of warriors, their limbs crushed 
with maces, and heads split with Mmhalm or smashed and torn 
by elephants and steeds and cars !** 0 slayer of foes, the field 
of battle is strewn with the bodies of men and elephants and 
stdbds, deprived of life, dreadfully mangled with shafts and 
darts and swords and lances and scimitars and axes and spears 
and Naltlmras and bludgeons, and bathed in streams of 
blood Strewn with arms smeared with sandal-paste and 
decked w'ith iln^fadas and graced with auspicious indications 
and cased in leathern fences and adorned with Keyuras, the 
Earth looks resplendent, 0 Bharata Strewn also with hands 
having fingers cased in fences, decked with ornaments, and 
lopped off from arms, and with severed thighs looking like 
the trunks of elephants, of heroes endued with great activity, 
and with heads adorned with ear-rings and headgears set 
with gems, (the Earth looks exceedingly beautiful) !** Behold 
those beautiful cars, docked with golden bells, broken in 
diverse ways ! Behold those numerous steeds bathed in blood, 
those bottoms of cars, and long quivers, and diverse kinds of 
standards and banners,*' and those huge conchs of the com- 
batants, and those yak tails perfectly white, and those ele- 
phants with tongues lolling out and lying on the field like 
hills,*’ and those beautiful with triumphal banners, and those 
slain elephant-warriors, and those rich coverlets, each consisting 
of one piece of blanket, for the backs of those huge beasts,** 
and those beautifid and variegated and torn blankets, and 
those numerous bells loosened from the b )dics of elephants 
and broken into fragments by those falling creatures,** and 
those hooks with handles set with stones of lapis lazuli fallen 
upon tlip Earth, and those ornamented yokes of steeds, and those 
armours, set with diamonds, for their breasts, and those rich 
cloths, adorned with gold and tied to the cuds of the standards 
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borne by horsemen*^* and those variegated coVetlcls atid 
housings and Ranku skins, set with brilliants and inlaid with 
gold, for the backs of steeds, and fallen on the ground,** and 
those large diamonds adorning the head-gears of kings, and 
those beautiful necklaces of gold, and those umbrellas displaced 
from their positions, and those yak-tails and fans Behold 
the Earth strewn with faces adorned with ear-rings, bright as 
the moon or stars, and embellished with well-cut beards, and 
each looking like the full moon !** The Earth, strewn with 
those faces looking like lilies and lotuses, resembles a lake 
adorned with a dense assemblage of lilies and lotuses.'^® Be- 
hold, the Earth, possessing the effulgence of the bright moon 
and diversified as if with myriads of stars, looks like the 
autumnal firmament baspangled with stellar lights 1*® 0 Arjiina, 
these feats that have been achieved by thee in great battle to- 
day, are, indeed, worthy of thee or of the chief of the celes- 
tials himself in heaven !•* — Even thus did Krishna show the 
field of battle unto Arjuna. And while returning (from the 
field to their camp), they heard a loud noise in the army of Uur- 
yodhana,** Indeed, the uproar that was heard consisted of the 
blare of conchs and the beat of cymbals and drums and Patakas 
and the clatter of car-wheels, the neigh of steeds, the grunt of 
elephants, and the fierce clash of weapons.** Penetrating into 
that force by the aid of his steeds possessing the fleetness of 
the wind, Krishna became filled with wonder upon beholding 
thy army grinded by Pandya.** Like Yama himself slaying 
creatures whose lives have run out, Pandya, that foremost of 
warriors skilled in shafts and weapons, was destroying crowds 
of foes by means of diverse kinds of shafts.®* Piercing the 
bodies of elephants and steeds and men with sharp shafts, that 
foremost of smiters overthrew and deprived them of life.*' Cut- 
ting off with his own shafts the diverse weapons hurled at him 
by many foremost of foes, Pandya slew his enemies like Cakra 
destroying the Ddnavas' 


* This is a triplet in the Bengal texts.— T. 




Section XX. 


"Dhifitarashtra said, — ‘Thou didst before mention to mo 
tho name of Pandya, that hero of world-wide celebrity, but his 
feats, 0 Sanjaya, in battle, have never been narrated by thee !‘ 
Tell me today in detail of the prowess of that great hero, his skill, 
spirit, and energy, the measure of his might, and his pride !’* 
“Sanjaya said, — 'Bhishma and Drona and Kripa and Drona’s 
son and Kama and Arjuna and Janarddana, those thorough 
masters of the science of weapons, are regarded by thee as 
the fiircmost of car-warriors. Know, however, that Pandya 
regarded himself superior to all these foremost of car-warriors 
in energy! Indeed, he never regarded any one amongst the 
kings as equal to himself.*"* He never admitted his equality 
with Kama and Bhishma. Nor did he admit within his heart 
that he was inferior in any respect to Vasudova or Arjuna.* 
Even such was Pandya, that foremost of kings, that first of 
all wieldcrs of weapons. Filled with rage like the Destroyer 
himself, Pandya, at that time, was slaughtering the army of 
Kama.* That force swelling with cars and steeds and teeming 
with foremost of foot-soldiers, struck by Pandya, began to 
turn round like the potter’s wheel.’ Like tho , wind dispersing 
a mass of congregated clouds, Pandya, with his well-shot 
arrows, began to disperse that force, destroying its steeds and 
drivers and standards and cars and causing its weapons and 
elephants to fall down.* Like the splitter of mountains 
striking down mountains with his thunder, Pandya overthrew 
elephants with their riders, having previously cut down tho 
standards and banners and weapons with which they were 
armed, as also the foot-soldiers that protected those beasts.* 
And he cut down horses, and horsemen with their darts 
and lances and quivers. Mangling with his shafts the Pulindas, 
the Khasas, the Valhikas, the Nishadas, tha Andhakas, the 
Tanganas, the Southerners, and the Bhojas, all of whom, en- 
dued with great cojnrage, were unyielding and obstinate in 
battle, a^d divesting them of their weapons and coats of mail, 
Pandya deprived them, of their lives. Beholding Pandya 
destroying with his shafts in battle that host consisting 
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of four kinds of forces, the son of Drona fearlessly proceeded 

towards that fearless warriord* Fearlessly addressing in sweet 
words that warrior who then seemed to dance on his car, 
Drona s son, that foremost of smiters, smiling the while, sum- 
moned him and said,''~0 king, 0 thou with eyes like the 
petals of the lotus, thy birth is noble and learning great ! Of 
celebrated might and prowess, thou resemblest Indra himsejf !** 1 
Stretehing with thy two massive arms the bow held by thee 
and whose large string is attached to thy grasp, thou lookest 
beautiful like a mass of congregated clouds as thou pourcst 
over thy foes thick showers of impetuous shafts ! I do not 
see anybody save myself that can be a match for thee in 
battle !“*“ Alone thou crushest numerous cars and elephants 
and foot-soldiers and steeds, like the fearless lion of terrible 
might crushing herds of deer in the forest.'* Making the wel- 
kin and the Earth resound with the loud clatter of thy car- 
wheels, thou lookest resplendent, 0 king, like a crop-destroy- i 
ing autumnal cloud of loud roars.'* Taking out of thy rfuiver 
and shooting thy keen shafts resembling snakes of virulent 
poison, fight with myself only, like (the Asum) Andhaka 
fighting with the Three-eyed deity !'*— Thus addressed, Pandya 
answered,— So be it !— Then Drona’s son, telling him,— Strike, 
—assailed him with vigor. In return, Malayadhwaja pierced 
the son 'of Drona with a barbed arrow.** Then Drona’s son, 
that best of preceptors, smiling the while, struck Pandya with 
some fierce arrows, capable of penetrating into the very vitals 
and resembling flames of fire.*' Then A9watthaman once more 
sped at his foe some other large arrows equipt with keen points 
and capable of piercing the very vitals, causing them to course 
through the welkin with the ten different kinds of motion.*** 
Pandya, however, with nine shafts of his cut off all those 
arrows of his antagonist. With four other shafts ho afflicted the 
four steeds of his foe, at which they speedily expired.** Hav- 
ing then, Avith his sharp shafts, cut off the arrows of Drona’s 

♦ These are, upwards, downwards, straight, transverse, etc. Diff- 
erent limbs reqftire to be pierced with arrows inspired with different 
hinds of motion. — T. ^ 
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son, Pandya then cut off the streched bowstring of Agwattha- 

maii oinhied with the splendour of the Siw.^^ Then Vrona's 
son, that slayer of foG^, stringing his iwstringed bow, and see- 
ing that his men had meanwhile speedily yoked other excellent 
steeds unto his car,** sped thousands of arrows (at his foe). By 
this, that regenerate one filled the entire welkin and the ten 
points of the compass with his arrows.** Although knowing 
that those shafts of the high-souled son of Drona employed in 
shooting were really inexhaustible, yet Pandya, that bull 
among men, cut them all into pieces.*^ The antagonist of 
A(;watthaman, carefully cutting off all those shafts shot by the 
latter, then slew with his own keen shafts the two protectors of 
the latter 3 car-wheels in that encounter.** Beholding the light- 
ness of hand displayed by his foe, Drona s son, drawing his bow 
to a circle, began to shoot his arrows like a mass of clouds 
pouring torrents of rain.*** During that space of time, O 
sire, which consisted only of the eighth part of a day, the son 
of Drona shot as many arrows as were carried on eight carts, 
each drawn by eight bullocks.*^ Almost all those men that 
then behold Agwatthaman, who at that time looked like the 
Destroyer himself filled with rage, or rather the Destroyer 
of the Destroyer, lost their senses.*^ Like a mass of clouds at 
the close of summer drenching with torrents of rain the Earth 
with her mountians and trees, the preceptors son poured on 
that hostile force his arrowy shower.** BafHing with the 
Va?/av^a weapon that unbearable shower of arrows shot by 
the Acjwatthaman-cloud, the Pandya- wind, filled with joy, utter- 
ed loud roars.** Then Drona’s son, cutting off the standard, 
smeared with sandal-paste and other perfumed unguents and 
bearing the device of the Malaya mountain on it, of the roaring 
Pandya, slew the four steeds of the latter.** Slaying then his 
foe’s driver with a single shaft, and cutting off with a crescent- 
shaped arro^ the bow also of that warrioi| whose twang re- 
sembled the roar of the clouds, A^watthaman cut off his enemy’s 
car into minute fragments.®* Checking with his weapons those 

* PmhCiXiij'X^ the younger brother of Surya, i\ e.y the deity of the 

olouds.or Pa?7a?inya.— T. 
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of his enemy, nnJ cutting off all the weapons of the latter, 
Drona*3son, although he obtained the opportunity to do bis 
enemy the crowning evil, still slew him not, from desire of 
battling with him for sometime more.*® Meanwhile Kama 
rushed against the large elephant force of the Pandavas and 
began to rout and destroy it,” Depriving car- warriors of their 
cars, he struck elephants and steeds and human warriors, 0 
Bharata, with innumerable straight shafts.” That mighty- 
bowman, viz», the son of Drona, although he had made Pandya, 
that slayer of foes and foremost of car-warriors, earless, yet 
he did not slay him from desire of fight.” At that time a 
huge riderless elephant, with large tusks, well-equipt with all 
utensils of war, treading with speed, endued with great plight, 
quick to proceed against any enemy, struck with Agwattha- 
man’s shafts, advanced towards the direction of Pandya with 
great impetuosity, roaring against a hostile compeer.*® Behold- 
ing thaG prince of elephants, looking like a cloven mountain- 
summit, Pandya, who was well-acquainted with the method of 
fighting from the neck of an elephant, quickly ascended that 
beast like a lion springing with a loud roar to the top of a 
mountain-summit.** Then that lord of the prince of moun- 
tains, striking the elephant with the hook, and inspired with 
rage, and with that cool care (for which he was distinguished) in 
hurling weapons with great force, quickly sped a lance, bright 
as Surya’s rays, at the preceptor’s son and uttered a loud 
shout.** Repeatedly shouting in joy, — Thou art slain, — ThoUf 
art slain ! — Pandya (with that lance) crushed to pieces the 
diadem of Drona’s son adorned with foremost of jewels and 
diamonds of the first water and the very best kind of gold and 
excellent cloth and strings of pearls.** That diadem, possessed 
of the splendour of the Sun, the Moon, the planets, or the 
fire, in consequence of the violence of the stroke, fell down, 
split into fragments, like a mountain summit riven by Indra’s 
thunder, falling down on the Earth with great noise.** At this, 
A5wattharaan blazed up with exceeding rage like a prince of 
snake.s struck with the foot, and took up four and ten shafts ca- 
pable of inflicting great pain upon foes and each resembling the 
Destroyer’s rod.** With five of tliose shafts he cut off the four 
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feet and the trunk of his adversary s elephant, and with three 
the two arms and the head of the king, and with six he 
slew the six mighty car- warriors, endued with great effulgence, 
that followed king Pandya.** Those long and well-rounded 
arms of the king, smeared with excellent sandal-paste, and 
adorned with gold and pearls and gems and diamonds, falling 
upon the Earth, began to writhe like a couple of snakes slain 
by Garuda.'*^ That head also, graced with a face bright as the 
full Moon, having a promineni nose and a pair of large eyes red 
as copper with rage, adorned with ear-rings, falling on the 
grouTid, looked resplendent like the Moon himself between two 
bright constellations.'** The elephant, thus cut off by that skil- 
ful warrior into six pieces with those five shafts, and the king 
into four pieces with those three shafts, lay divided, in all, into 
ton pieces that looked like the sacrificial butter distributed into 
ten portions intended for the ten deities.*^ Having cut off nu- 
merous steeds and men and elephants into pieces and offered 
them as food unto the Rdkshasas, king Pandya was thus quiet- 
ed by Drona’s son with his shafts like a blazing fire in a cre- 
matorium extinguished with water after it has received a li- 
bation ill the shape of a lifeless body,*^* Then like the chief 
of the celestials joyfully worshipping Vishnu after the subjuga- 
tion of the Asura Vali, thy son, the king, accompanied by his 
brothers, - approaching the preceptor's son, worshipped with 
great respect that warrior who is a complete master of the 
science of arms, after, indeed, he had completed the task ho 
had undertaken.’ ”** 


Section XXL 

“Dhritarashtra said,— When Pandya had been slain and 
when that foremost of heroes, viz,, Kama, was employed in 
routing and destroying the foe, what, 0 ^Sanjaya, did Arjuna 
do in battle ?* That son of Pandu is a hero, endued with 
great might, attentive to his duties, and a complete master of 

* To Tills day, in India, the custom exists of extinguishing the fire 
in the crematorium a£tei*it has reduced to ashes the lifeless body,— T. 
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tie scienee of arms. The higb-souled Cankara himself bath 
made him invincible among all creatures.* My greatest fears 
proceed from that Dhananjaya, that slayer of foes ! Tell toe, 
0 Sanjaya, all that Partha achieved there on that occasion !’* 

“Sanjaya said, — ‘After Pandya’s fall, Krishna quickly said 
Unto Arjuna'these beneficial words: — I do not behold the King ! 
The other Pandavas also have retreated 1* If the Parthas had 
returned, the vast force of the enemy would have been broken. 
In fulfilment of the purposes entertained by Acjwatthaman, 
Kama is slaying the Srinjayas.* A great carnage is being 
made (by that warrior) of steeds and car-warriors and ele- 
phants!— Thus the heroic Vasudeva represented everything 
unto the diadem-decked (Arjuna).* Hearing of and beholding 
that great danger of his brother (Yudhishthira), Partha quickly 
addressed Krishna, saying, — Urge the steeds, 0 Hrishike 5 a ?— 
Then Hrishike^a proceeded on that irresistible car.* The en- 
counter then that once more took place became exceedingly 
fierce.* The Kurus and the Pandavas once more fearlessly 
closed with each other, that is, the Parthas headed by Bhima- 
sena and ourselves headed by the Svt,ia'a son.* Then, 0 best 
of Icings, there once more commenced a battle between Kama 
and the Pandavas that swelled the population of Yama’s king- 
dom.’® With bows and arrows and spiked clubs and swords 
and lances and axes and short clubs and Bhushimdis and darts 
and rapiers and battle-axes" and maces and spears and polished 
Kuntas, and short shafts and hooks, the combatants quickly 
fell upon one another, desirous of taking one another's life,’* 
Filling the welkin, the cardinal points of the compass, the 
subsidiary ones, the firmament, and the Earth, with the whizz 
of arrows, the twang of bowstrings, the sound of palms, and 
the clatter of car-wheels, foes rushed upon foes.’* Gladdened 
by that loud noise, heroes fought with heroes, desirous of 
reaching the end of the hostilities.’* Loud became the noise 
caused by the sound of bowstrings and fences and bows, the 
grunt of elephants, and the shouts of foot-soldiers and falling 
men.’* Hearing the terrible whizz of arrows and thf diverse 

* LiUrally, ‘against ^hich no other car could fight>’— T. 



lum rAxm 


6r 

shouts ot brsvo warriors, the troops took fright, became pale^ 
and fell down,’* Large numbers of those foes thus employed 
in shouting and shooting weapons, the heroic son of Adbiratha 
crushed with his arrows/’ With his shafts Kama then des- 
patched to Yama’s abode twenty carwanriors among the brave 
Fanchala heroes, with their steeds, drivers, and standards/* 
Then many faremost of warriors, of the Pandava army,, en- 
dued with great energy, and quick in the use of weapons, 
speedily wheeling round, encompassed Karna on all sides,.” 
Kama agitated that hostile force with showers of weapons 
like the leader of an elephantine herd plunging into a lake 
adorned with lotuses and covered with swans/® Penetrating 
into the midst of his foes, the son of Radha, shaking his best 
of bows, began to strike off and fell their heads with his sharp 
shafts/* The shields and coats of mail of the warriors, eut 
off, fell down on the Earth. There was none amongst them 
that needed the touch of a second arrow of Kama’s.®* Like a 
driver striking the steeds with the whip, Kama, with bis 
shafts capable of crushing coats of mail and bodies and the 
life that quickened them, struck the fences (of his foes) perceiv- 
able only by their bowstrings.*’ Like a lion grinding herds of 
deer, Karna speedily grinded all those Pandus and Srinjayas 
and Panchalas that came within reach of his arrows.** Then 
the chief of the Panchalas, and the sons of Draupadi, 0 sire, 
and the twins, and Yuyudhana, uniting together, proceeded 
asrainst Kama/’ When those Kurus, and Panchalas, and Pan- 
dus wore thus engaged in battle, the other warriors, reckless of 
their very lives, began to strike at one another/* Well cased in 
armour and coats of mail, and adorned with head-gears, com- 
batants endued with great strength rushed at their foes, with 
maces and short clubs and spiked bludgeons looking like up- 
lifted rods of the Destroyer, and jumping, 0 sire, and challeng- 
ing one another, uttered loud shouts, *’■** ,< Then they struck 
one another, and fell down, assailed by one am ther, with blood 
rising from their limbs and deprived of brains and eyes and 
weapons.” Covered with weapons, some, as they lay there 
with faces beautiful as pomegranates, having teeth-adorned 
mouths filled with blood; seemed to be alive/* Others, in that 
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vast ocean of battle, filled with rage, mangled or cat or pierced 
or overthrew or lopped off or slew one another with battle-axes 
and short arrows and hooks and spears and lances.*^'” Slain 
by one another they fell down, covered with blood and deprived 
of life, like sandal trees cut down with the axe falling down and 
shedding as they fall their cool blood-red juice.*® Cars destroyed 
by cars, elephants by elephants, men by men, and steeds by 
steeds, fell down in thousands.®^ Standards, and heads, and 
umbrellas, and elephants, tranks, and human arms, cut off with 
razor-faced or broad-headed or crescent-shaped arrows, fell down 
on the Earth.*® Large numbers also of men, and elephp.nts, 
and cars with steeds yoked thereto, were crushed in that battle. 
Many brave warriors, slain by horsemen, fell down, and many 
tuskers, with their trunks cut off, and with banners and stan- 
dards (on their bodies), fell down like fallen mountains. Assailed 
by foot-soldiers, many elephants and cars, destroyed or in course 
of destruction, fell down on all sides. Horsemen, encountering 
foOt-soldicra with activity, were slain by the latter.®^’®* Similar- 
ly crowds of foot-soldiers, slain by horsemen, laid themselves 
down on the field. The faces and the limbs of those slain in 
that dreadful battle looked like crushed lotuses and fiidcd floral 
wreaths. The beautiful forms of elephants and steeds aod 
human beings, O king, then resembled cloths begrimed with 
dirt, and became exceedingly repulsive to look at.' 


SectiOxX XXII. 

*‘Sanjaya said, — '‘Many elephant- warriors riding on their 
beasts, urged by thy son, proceeded against Dhrishtadyumna, 
filled with rage and desirous of compassing his destruction.^ 
Many foremost of combatants skilled in elephant-fight, belong- 
ing to the Easterners, the Southerners, the Angas, the Vangas, 
the Pundras, the Maghadhas, the Tamraliptakas, the Mckalas, 
the Ko^alas, the Madras, the Da<jarnas, the Nishadhas, uniting 
with the Kalingas, O Bharata, and showering shafts and lances 
and arrows like pouring clouds, drenched the Panchala force 
therewith ii^that battle.®** Tho.se (foe)-crushing elephants urg- 
ed forward by their riders with heels autf toes and hooks, Pri- 
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shata'a son covered with his arrows and shafts,' Each of those 
beasts that wore huge as hills, the Fanchala hero pierced with 
ton, eight, or six whetted shafts, 0 Bharata !' Beholding the 
prince of the Fanchalas shrouded by those elephants like the 
Sun by the clouds, the Fandus and the Fanchalas proceeded 
towards him (for his rescue), uttering loud roars and armed 
with sharp weapons.'^ Fouring their weapons upon those ele- 
phants, those warriors began to dance the dance of heroes, 
aided by the music of their bowstrings and the sound of 
their palms, and urged by heroes beating the time,* Then 
Ni^ula, and Sahadeva, and the sons of Draupadi, and the 
Frabhadrakas, and Satyaki, and Cikhaudin, and Chekitana 
endued with great energy, — all those heroes, — drenched those 
elephants from every side with their weapons, like the clouds 
drenching the hills with their showers,* Those furious ele- 
phants, urged on by Mleccha warriors, dragging down with their 
trunks men and steeds and cars, crushed them with their feet,** 
And some they pierced with the points of their tusks, and some 
they raised aloft and dashed down on the ground ; others, taken 
aloft on the tusks of those huge beasts, fell down, inspiring 
spectators with fear.'* Then Satyaki, piercing the vitals of the 
elephant belonging to the king of the Vangas staying before 
him, with a long shaft endued with great impetuosity, caused 
it to fall down on the field of battle.** Then Satyaki pierced 
with another long shaft the chest of the rider whom he could 
not hitherto touch, just as the latter was about to jump 
from the back of his beast. Thus struck by Satwata, he fell 
down on the Earth.*’ Meanwhile Sahadeva, with three shafts 
shot with great care, struck the elephant of Fundra, as it ad- 
vanced against him like a moving mountain,** depriving it of 
its standard and driver and armour and life. Having thus cut 
off that elephant, Sahadeva proceeded against the chief of 
the Angas." Nakula, however, causing Sahadeva to desist, 
himself afflicted tho ruler of the AngM with three long shafts, 
each resembling the rod of Yauia, and his foe’s elephant with 
a hundred arrows." Then the ruler of the Angas hurled at 
Nakula eight hundred lances bright as the rays of the Sun. 
Each of these Nakdla cut off into three fragments," The son of 
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Fandu theA cut off tho head of his antagonist with a crescent* 
shaped arrow. At this that Mlecckha king, deprived of life, 
foil down with the animal he rode.'* Upon the fall of the 
prince of the Angas who was well-skilled in elephant-lore, the 
elephant-men of the Angas, filled with rage, proceeded with 
speed against Nakula, on their elephants decked with banners 
that waved in the air, possessing excellent mouths, adorned 
with housings of gold, and looking like blazing mountains, 
from desire of crushing him to pieces,**"*® And many Mekalas 
and Utkalas, and Ealingas, and Nishadhas, and Tamraliptakas, 
also advanced against Nakula, showering their shafts and lan- 
ces, and desirous of slaying him,** Then the Pandus, the 
Panchalas, and the Somakas, filled with rage, r\ished with 
speed for the rescue of Nakula shrouded by those warriors like 
the Sun by the clouds,** Then occurred a fierce battle between 
those car-warriors and elephant-men, the former showering their 
arrows and shafts, the latter their lances by thousands,’* The 
frontal globes and other limbs and the tusks and adornments of 
the elephants, exceedingly pierced with shafts, were split and 
mangled.’* Then Sahadeva, with four and sixty impetuous 
arrows, quickly slew eight of those huge elephants which fell 
down with their riders.** And Nakula also, that delighter of 
his race, bending his excellent bow with great vigor, with many 
straierht shafts, slew many elephants.** Then the Panchala 
prince, and the grandson of Cini, and the sons of Draupadi, and 
the Prabhadrakas, and Cikhandin, drenched those huge elephants 
with showers of shafts,” Then in consequence of those rain- 
charged clouds constituted by the Pandava warriors, those hills 
constituted by the elephants of the foe, fell, struck down by 
torrents of rain formed by their numerous shafts, like real 
mountains struck down with a thunder-storm.** Those leaders 
of the Pandava car- warriors then, thus slaying those elephants 
of thine, cast their eyes on the hostile army, which, as it fled 
away at that time, resembled a river whose continents had been 
washed away.** Those warriors of Pandu’s son, having thus 
agitated that army of thine, agitated it once more, and then 
rushed against Karna.’ "*® 



Section XXIII. 


“Sanjaya said,-— ‘While Sahadeva, filled with rage, was thus 

blasting thy host, Dus 9 asana, 0 great king, proceeded against 

him, the brother against the brother.* Beholding those two 

engaged in dreadful combat, all the great car-warriors uttered 

leonine shouts and waved their garments.* Then, 0 Bharata, 
•» 

the mighty son of Pandu was struck in the chest with three 
arrows by thy angry son arnied with the bow.* Then Saha- 
deva, 0 king, having first . pierced thy son with an arrow, 
pierced him again with seventy arrows, and then his driver 
with three.* Then Dus^asana, 0 monarch, having cut off 
Sahadeva’s bow in that great battle, pierced Sahadeva himself 
with three and seventy arrows in the arms and the chest.' Then 
Sahadeva, filled with rage, took up a sword in that dreadful 
conflict, and whirling, hurled it quickly towards the car of 
thy son.* Cutting off Dus^asana’s bow with string and arrow 
fixed on it, that large sword fell down on the Earth like a 
snake from the firmament.* Then the valiant Sahadeva, tak- 
ing up another bow, shot a deadly shaft at Dus^asana.* Tho 
Kuru warrior, however, with his keen-edged sword, cut off 
into two fragments that shaft, bright as the rod of Death, as 
it coursed towards him.' Then whirling that sharp sword, 
DusQasana quickly hurled it in that battle at bis foe. Mean- 
while that valiant warrior took up another bow with a 
shaft.** Sahadeva, however, with the greatest ease, cut off, 
with his keen shafts, that sword as it coursed towards him, and 
caused it to fall down in that battle.** Then, 0 Bharata, thy 
son, in that dreadful battle, quickly sped four and sixty shafts 
at the car of Sahadeva.** Sahadeva, however, 0 king, cut off 
every one of those numerous arrows as they coursed with great 
impetuosity towards him, with five shafts of his.** , Checking 
then those mighty shafts sped by thy son, Sahadeva, in that 
battle, sped a large number of arrows at his foe.** ' Cutting 
off each of those shafts with three shafts of his, thy son uttered 
a loud sh^ut, making the whole Earth resound with it.*' Then 
Dus^asana, 0 king, haying, pierced Sahadeva in that battle, 
struck the latter’s driver with nine arrows.*' The valiant 
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Sabadeva than, O monarch, Slled with rage, Sxed on bis 
bow-string a terrible shaft resembling the Destroyer himself. 
Forcibly drawing the bow, he sped that shaft at thy son.'^ 
Piercing with great speed through his strong armour and 
body, that shaft entered the Earth, O king, like a snake 
penetrating into an anthill. Then thy son, that great car- war- 
rior, swooned away, O king.** Beholding him deprived of his 
senses, his driver quickly took away the car, himself forcilily 
struck all the while with keen arrows.*’ Having vanquished 
the Kuril warrior thus, the son of Pandu, beholding Duryo- 
dhana’s division, began to crush it on all sides.** Indeed, O 
king, as a man excited with wrath crushes a swarm of ants, 
even so, 0 Bharata, did that son of Pandu begin to crush the 
Kaurava host.’”** 


Section XXIV. 

"Sanjaya said, — ^“While Nakula was employed in destroying 
and routing the Kaurava divisions in little with great force, 
Vikartana’s son Kama, filled with rage, checked him, 0 king.* 
Then Nakula, smiling the while, addressed Kama, and said, — 
After a long time, through the favor of the gods, I am seen 
by thee,* and thou also, 0 wretch, dost become the object of 
my sight 1 Thou art the root of all these evils, this hostility, 
this quarrel 1* It is through thy faults that the Kauravas are 
being thinned, encountering one another ! Slaying thee in 
battle today, I will regard myself as one that has achieved his 
object, and the fever of my heart will be dispelled!* — Thus 
addressed by Nakula, the Suta's son said unto him the following 
words befiting a prince and a bowman in particular,* — Strike 
me, 0 hero 1 We desire to witness thy manliness ! Having 
achieved some feats in battle, O brave warrior, thou shouldst 
then boast !* O sire, they that are heroes fight in battle to the 
best of their powers, without indulging in brag! Fight now 
with me to the beat of thy might 1 I will quell thy pride !»— 
Having said these words, the SvAa’s son quickly struqk the son 
of Pandu and pierced him, in that encounter, with three 
and ssventy shafts,* Then Nakula, 0 Bharata, thus pierced 
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by the Sutas son, pierced the latter in return with eighty 
shafts resembling snakes of virulent poison.® Tlion Kama, that 
great bowman, cutting off his antagonist’s bow with a number 
of arrows winged with gold and whetted on stone, afUictcd him 
with thirty arrows/® Those arrows, piercing through his ar- 
mour, drank his blood in that battle, like the Nagas of virulent 
poison drinking water after having pierced through tho 
Earth.“ Then Nakula, taking up another formidable bow 
whose back was decked with- gold, pierced Kama with twenty 
arrows and his driver with three.'* Then, 0 monarch, that 
slayer of hostile heroes, viz., Nakula, filled with rage, cut off 
Kama’s bow with a razor-headed shaft of great keenness.** 
Smiling tho while, the heroic son of Pandu then struck tho 
bowlcss Kama, that foremost of car- warriors, ^'ith three hun- 
dred arrows.*^ Beholding Kama thus afflicted, 0 sire, by tho 
son of Prindu, all tho Car- warriors there, with the gods (in tho 
welkin), were filled with great wonder.** Then Vikartana’s 
son Kama, taking up another bow, struck Nakula with five 
arrows in tho shoulder-joint/® With those arrows sticking to 
him there, tho son of Madri looked resplendent like the Sun 
with his own rays while shedding his light on the Earth.** 
Then Nakula, piercing Kama with seven shafts, once more, 
0 sire, cut off one of tho horns of Kama’s bow.** Then Kama, 
taking up in that battle a tougher bow, filled the welfrin ou 
every side of Nakula with his arrows/® The mighty car-war- 
rior Nakula, however, thus suddenly shrouded with the arrows 
shot from Kama’s bow, quickly cut off all those shafts with 
shafts of his own/® Then was seen overspread in the welkin a 
vast number of arrows like to the spectacle presented by the 
sky when it is filled with myriads of roving fireflies/* In- 
deed, the sky, shrouded with those hundreds of arrows shot 
(by both tho warriors) looked, 0 monarch, as if it was covered 
with flights of iocusts/* Those arrows, decked with gold, 
issuing repeatedly in continuous lines, looked beautiful like 
row^ of cranes while flying through the welkin.** When tho 
sky was thus covered with showers of arrows and the Sun him- 
self hid^from the view, no creature ranging the air could des- 
cend to tho Earth/^ '•When all sides wore thus covered with 
10 
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showev,>=! of arrowy those two highsouled warriors looked res- 
p/endcnt like two Suns risen at the end of the YugaJ^ 
Slaughtered with the shafts issuing From Kama's boW, the 
Somakas, O monarch, greatly afflicted and feeling much pain, 
began to breathe their last.*® Similarly, thy warriors, struck 
with the shafts of Nakula, dispersed on all sides, O king, like 
clouds tossed by the wind*^ The two armies, thus slaughter- 
ed by those two warriors with their mighty celestial shafts, 
retreated from the range of those arrows and stood as specta- 
tors of the encounter.*® When both the armies were driven 
■off by means of the shafts of Kama and Nakula, those,, two 
high-souled warriors began to pierce each other with showers 
of shafts.*® Displaying their celestial weapons on the field of 
battle, they quickly shrouded each other, each desirous of 
compassing the destruction of the other."® The shafts shot by 
Nakula, dressed with Kanka and peacock feathers, shrouding 
the Sata's son, seemed to stay in the welkin.*^ Similarly, the 
shafts sped by the Siitaa son in that dreadful battle, shroud- 
ing the son of Pandu, seemed to stay in the welkin.^* Shroud- 
ed within arrowy chambers, both the warriors became invisi- 
ble, like the Sun and the Moon, O king, hid by the clouds.®* 
Then Kama, filled with rage and assuming a terrible aspect 
in that battle, covered the son of Pandu with showers of 
arrows from every side.** Completely covered, O monarch, by 
the Sutas son, the son of Pandu felt no pain like the Maker 
of day when covered by the clouds.** The son of Adhiratha 
then, smiling the while, sped arrowy lines, 0 sire, in hundreds 
and thousands, in that battle.** With those shafts of the 
high-souled Kama, an extensive shade seemed to rest on the 
field of battle. Indeed, with those excellent shafts constantly 
issuing out (of his bow), a shade was caused there like that 
formed by the clouds.** Then Kama, O monarch, cutting off 
the bow of the high-souled Nakula, felled the latter s driver 
from the car-niche with the greatest ease.*® With four keen 
shafts, next, he quickly despatched the four steeds of Nakula, 
O Bharata, to the abode of Yama.®* With his shafts, he also 
cut off into minute fragments that excellent car of his antago- 
nist as also his standard and the protectors of his car-wheels, 
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^nd m^ce, and sword, and shield decked with a hundred moons, 
and other utensils and equipments of battle^®. Then Nakula, 
steedless and earless and armourless, 0 monarch, quickly alighting 
from his car, stood, armed with a spiked bludgeon.^* Even that 
terrible bludgeon, so uplifted by the son of Pandu, the Sutas 
son, 0 king, cut off with many keen arrows capable of bearing 
a great strain.'*^ Beholding his adversary weaponless, Kama 
began to strike him with many straight shafts, but took care 
not to afHict him greatly.^* Thus struck in that battle by that 
mighty warrior accomplished in weapons, Nakula, 0 king, fled 
away precipitately, in great affliction/* Laughing repeatedly, 
the son of Radha pursued him and placed his stringed bow, O 
Bharata, around the neck of the retreating Nakula/* With 
that large bow around his neck, 0 king, the son of Pandu 
looked resplendent like the Moon in the firmament when within 
a circular halo of light, or a white cloud girdled round by 
Inclra s bow/® Then Kama, addressing him, said, — The words 
thou hadst uttered wore futile ! Canst thou utter them now 
once more in joy, reapeatedly struck as thou art by nic ?*’ Do 
not, 0 son of Pandu, fight again with those amongst the 
Kurus that are possessed of greater might ! 0 child, fight with 
them that are thy equals ! Do not, 0 son of Pandu, feel any 
shame for it Return homo, 0 son of Madri, or go thither 
where Krishna and Phalguna are ! — Having addressed him 
thus, ho abandoned him then/^ Acquainted with morality as 
the brave Kama was, he did not then slay Nakula who was al- 
ready within the jaws of death. Recollecting the words of 
Kunti, 0 king, Kama let Nakula go/® The son of Pandu, 
thus let off, 0 king, by that bowman, viz,, the StUas son, 
proceeded towards Yudhishthiras car in great shamc/^ Scorch- 
ed by the Subta's son, he then ascended his brother s car, and 
burning with grief he continued to sigh like a snake kept 
within a jar/* Meanwhile Kama, having vanquished Nakula, 
quickly proceeded against the Panchalas, riding on that car 
of his which bore many gorgeous pennons and whose steeds were 
as whit? as the Moon/* There, 0 monarch, a great uproar 
arose among the Pawdavas’ when they saw the leader of the 
Kaurava army proceeding towards the Pauchala car-throngs/*= 
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The Sutas son, 0 monarch, made a great massacre there at 
that hour when the Sun had reached the meridian, that puis- 
sant warrior careering all the while with the activity of a 
wheel.** We beheld many Panchala car- warriors borne away 
from the battle on their steedless and driverless cars with 
broken w^heels and broken a^les, and with standards and pennons 
also that were broken and torn, O sire ! And many elephants 
were seen to wander there in all directions (with limbs scorched 
by arrows) like individuals of their species in the wide forest 
with limbs scorched and burnt in a forest conflagration. Others, 
with their frontal globes split ofen, or bathed in blood, or with 
trunks lopped off,**“** or with their armour cut down, or their 
tails lopped off, fell down, struck by the high-souled Kama, 
like straggling clouds.** Other elephants, frightened by the 
shafts and lances of Kadha s son, proceeded against Radha’s 
son himself like insects towards a blazing fire,®° Other huge 
elephants were seen striking against one another and shedding 
blood from various limbs like mountains with rillets running 
adown their breasts/* Steeds of the foremost breed, divested 
of breast-plates and their ornaments of silver and brass and 
gold,*^® destitute of trappings and bridle-bits and yak-tails and 
saddle cloths, with quivers fallen off from their backs, and with 
their heroic riders,— ornaments of battle,— slain, Averc seen 
Avandering here and there on the field/^*®* Pierced and cut with 
lances and scinritars and swords, 0 Bharata, we beheld many a 
horseman adorned with armour and head-gear, slain or in 
course of being slain or trembling Avith fear, and deprived, 0 
Bharata, of diverse limbs/*’^* Cars also, decked Avith gold, and 
unto which Avere yoked steeds of great fleetness, were seen by 
us dragged with exceeding speed hither and thither, their riders 
having been slain,*’^ Some of these had their axles and poles 
broken, and some, 0 Bharata, had their wheels broken ; and 
some were without banners and standards, and some Avere 
divested of their shafts.^* Many car-warriors also were scon 
there, by us, 0 monarch, Avainlering all around, deprived of 
their cars amt scorched with the shafts of the son.** 

And some destitute of Avoapons and sorijo Avith weapons still 
in .their /arm's were seen lying lifeless on the field in large 
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ntimbera.’® And many elephants also were seen by us, wan- 
dering in all directions, studded with clusters of stars, adorned 
with rows of beautiful bells, and decked with variegated banners 
of diverse hues.” Heads and arms and chests and other limbs, 
cut off with shafts sped from Kama’s bow, were beheld by us 
lying around,” A great and fierce calamity overtook the 
warriors (of the Fandava army) as they fought with whetted 
arfows, and mangled as they' were with the shafts of Kama.” 
The Srinjayas, slaughtered in that battle by the Suta*8 son, 
blindly proceeded against the latter’s self like insects rushing 
upon a blazing fire.’* Indeed, as that mighty car- warrior was 
engaged in scorching the Fandava divisions, the Kshatriyas 
avoided him, regarding him to be the blazing Yxvga fire.” 
Those heroic and mighty car-warriors of the Panchalas that 
survived the slaughter fled away. The brave Kama, how- 
ever, pursued those broken and retreating warriors from be- 
hind, shooting his shafts at them. Endued with great energy, 
he pursued those combatants divested of armour and desti- 
tute of standards.” Indeed, the 8iUa*s son, possessed of great 
might, continued to scorch- them with his shafts, like the 
dispeller of darkness scorching all creatures when he attains to 
the meridian/ 


Section XXV. 

'‘Sanjaya said,— ‘Against Yuyutsu who was employed in 
routing the vast army of thy son, Uluka proceeded with speed, 
sa 3 dng, — Waitt Wait P — Then Yuyutsu, 0 king, with a wing- 
ed arrow of keen edge, struck Uluka with great force, like 
(Indra himself striking) a mountain with the thunderbolt,* 
Filled with rage at this, Uluka, in that battle, cut off thy 
son’s bow with a razor-headed arrowTand struck thy son 
himself with a barbed shaft.® Casting off ^hat broken bow, 
Yuyutsu, with eyes red in wrath, took up another formidable 
bow endued with greater impetus.* The prince then, O bull of 
Bharata^ race, pierced Uluka with sixty arrows. Piercing 
next the driver of UKlka, Y uyutsii struck Uluka once more.® 
Then Uluka, filled^ with rage, pierced Yuyutsu with twenty 
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shafts adorned with gold, and then cut off his standard made 
of gold.* That lofty and gorgeous standard made of gold, O 
king, thus cut off (byUluka), fell down in front of Yuyutau’s 
car.^ Beholding his standard cut off, Yuyutsu, deprived of 
his senses by wrath, struck Uluka with five shafts in the centre 
of the chest.* Then Uluka, O sire, in that battle, cut off, 
with a broad-headed arrow steeped in oil, the head of his an- 
tagonist's driver, 0 best of the Bharatas!® Slaying next his 
four steeds, he struck Yuyutsu himself with five arrows. 
Deeply struck by the strong Uluka, Yuyutsu proceeded to an- 
other car.*® Having vanquished him in battle, 0 king, Uluka 
proceeded quickly towards the Panchalas and the Srinjayas 
and began to slaughter them with sharp shafts ** Thy son 
Crufiakarman, 0 monarch, within half the time taken up 
by a wink of the eye, fearlessly made Catanika sfccedless 
and driverless and earless.** The mighty car-warrior Catanika, 
however, staying on his steedless car, 0 sire, hurled a mace, 
filled with rage, at thy son.** That mace, reducing thy son’s 
car with its steeds and driver into fragments, fell down upon 
the Earth with great speed, and pierced it through.*^ Then those 
two heroes, both enhancers of the glory of the Kurus, depriv- 
ed of their cars, retreated from the encounter, glaring at each 
other.*® Then thy son, overcome with fear, mounted upon the 
car of Viving^u, while Catanika quickly got upon the car of 
Prativindhya.** Cakuni, filled with rage, pierced Sutasoma 
with many keen shafts, but failed to make the latter tremble 
like a torrent of water failing to produce any impression upon 
a mountain.*^ Beholding that great enemy of his father, Suta- 
soma covered Cakuni, 0 Bharata, with many thousands of 
arrows.** Cakuni, however, that warrior of sure aim and con- 
versant with all methods of warfare, actuated by desire of 
battle, quickly cut off all those shafts with his own winged 
arrows.*® Having checked those shafts with his own keen 
arrows in battle, Cakuni, filled with rage, struck Sutasoma 
with three arrows.*® Thy brother-in-law then, 0 monarch, 
with his arrows cut off into minute fragments the steeds, the 
standard, and the driver of his advers^y, at which all the 
spectators uttered a loud shout,** Deprived of his steed an< 
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car, And having his standard cut off, 0 sire, the great bowman 
(Sutasoma), jumping down from his car, stood on the Earth, 
having taken up a good bow.** And he shot a large number 
of arrows equipt with golden wings and whetted on stone, and 
shDuded therewith the car of thy brother-in-law in that 
battle.** The son of Suvala, however, beholding those showers 
of arrows that resembled a flight of locusts, coming towards his 
car, did not tremble. On the other hand, that illustrious war- 
rior crashed all those arrows ’ with arrows of his own.®* The 
warriors that were present there, as also the Siddhas in the 
firn^ament, were highly pleased at sight of that wonderful and 
incredible feat of Sutasoma inasmuch as he contended on foot 
with Cakuni staying on his car.*** Then Cakuni, with a 
number of broad-headed shafts of great impetuosity, keen and 
perfectly straight, cut off, 0 king, the bow of Sutasoma as 
also all his quivers.** Bowless and earless, Sutasoma then, 
uplifting a scimitar of the hue of the blue lotus and equipt 
with an ivory handle, uttered a loud shout.*’ That scimitar 
of the intelligent Sutasoma, of the hue of the clear sky, as 
it was whirled by that hero, was regarded by Cakuni to be as 
fatal as the rod of Death.** Armed with that scimitar he 
suddenly began to career in circles over the arena, displaying, 
0 monarch, the fourteen different kinds of manoevres, endued 
as he was with skill and might,*® Indeed, he displayed in that 
battle all those motions such as wheeling about and whirling 
on high, and making side-thrusts and jumping forward and 
leaping on high and running above and rushing forward and 
rushing upwards.*® The valiant son of Suvala then sped a 
number of arrows at his foe, but the latter quickly cut them 
off with that excellent scimitar of his as they coursed towards 
him.®^ Filled with rage (at this), the son of Suvala, 0 king, 
once more sped at Sutasoma a number of shafts that resembled » 
snakes of virulent poison.** Aided by I hi? skill and might, 
Sutasoma cut off even these with his scirniiar, displaying his 
great activity, and possessed as he was of prowess equal to 
that of Jdaruda himself,®* With a razor-headed arrow of great 


* Both 24 and 25 are triplets in the Bengal texts.— T. 
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sbarpnm, Cakiwitben, Ok'wg, cut off that bright scimitar 
of his adversary as the latter careered in circles before him.'* 
Thus cut off, (half of ) that large scimitar suddenly fell down 
on the Earth, while half of it, 0 BhSiftta, continued in the 
grasp of Sutasoma.*' Seeing his sword cut off, the mighty- 
car-warrior Sutasoma retreated six steps and then hurled that 
half which he had in his grasp at his foe.'* That fragment, 
decked with gold and gems, cutting off the bow, with strihg, 
of the illustrious Oakuni, quickly fell down on the Earth.” 
Then Sutasoma went to the great car of Crutakirti.” Suvala’a 
son also, taking up another formidable and invincible bow, 
proceeded towards the Pandava army, slaying large numbers 
of foes (on the way).” Beholding the son of Suvala careering 
fearlessly in battle, a loud uproar, 0 king, arose among the 
Pandavas in that part of the army.” People witnessed those 
large and proud divisions bristling with arms, routed by the 
illustrious son of Suvala.” Even as the chief of the celes- 
tials crushed the Daitya army, the son of Suvala destroyed 
that army of the Pandavas.’ ”** 


Section XXVI. 

“Sanjaya said, — ‘Kripa, 0 king, resisted Dhrishtadyumna 
in battle, like a farabha in the forest resisting a proud lion.' 
Checked by the mighty son of Gotama, Prishata’s son, 0 Bha- 
rata, could not advance even one step.’ Beholding Gautama’s 
car in front of Dhrishtadyumna’s, all creatures were inspired 
with fright and regarded the latter’s destruction to be at hand’ 
Car-warriors and horsemen, becoming very cheerless, said,— 
Without doubt, this foremost of men, viz., Caradwata’s son of 
mighty energy and great intelligence and versed in celestial wea- 
pons, is filled with rage at the death of Drona ! Will Dhrishta- 
dyumna today escape from the hands of Gautama ?*”* Will this 
vast army escape today this great danger ? Will not this Brah- 
mana slay all of us together ?' The form that he has assumed 
today, even like that of the Destroyer himself, shows^ that he 
will today act after the manner. of Drona himself!’ The 
preceptor Gautama, endued with great lightness of hands, is 
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victorious in battle. Possessing a knowledge of weapons, 
bo is endued with groat energy and Slled with rage.’— Di- 
verse speeches like these, uttered by the warriors of both the 
arraios, were, 0 monarch, heard there as those two heroes 
encountered each other.’ Dra\ving deep breaths in rage, Cara- 
dwata’s son Kripa, 0 king, began to afflict the son of Prishata 
in all his vital limbs as the latter stood inactive.'® Struck in 
that battle by the illustrious Gautama, Dlirishtadyumiia, great- 
ly stupified, knew not what to do.“ His driver then, address- 
ing him, said, — Is it not all fight with thee, 0 son of Prishata 2 
Noucr before have I seen such a calamity overtake thee in 
battle!*® It is a lucky chance, it seems, that these shafts, 
capable of penetrating the very vitals, sped by that foremost of 
BiTihmanas aiming at thy vital limbs, are not striking thee 
I will presently cause the car to turn back, like the current of 
a river dashed back by the sea. I think that Brahmana, by 
whom thy prowess hath been annihilated, is incapable of being 
slain by thee — Thus addressed, Dhrishtadyumna, 0 king, 
slowly said, — My mind becometh stupified, 0 sire, and a 
perspiration covereth my limbs.*® My body trembles and my 
hair stands on end. Avoiding that Brahmana in battle, pro- 
ceed slowly to where Arjiina is 1*® 0 charioteer, arrived at the 
presence of either Arjuna or Bhimasena, prosperity may be 
mine. Even this is ray certain conviction !*'^ — Then, O monarch, 
the charioteer, urging the steeds, proceeded to the spot where 
the mighty bowman Bhimasena was battling with thy troops.** 
Beholding the car, 0 sire, of Dhrishtadyumna speedily moving 
away from that spot, Gautama followed it, shooting hundreds 
of shafts.*® And that chastiser of foes also repeatedly blew his 
conch. Indeed, he routed the sou of Prishata like Indra rout- 
ing the Ddnava Namuchi,*® 

“ ‘The invincible Cikhandin, the cause of Bhishma’s death, 
was, in that battle, resisted by Hridikl.’s Fon who smiled re- 
peatedly as he fc^ight with the former.** Cikhandin, however, 
encountering the mighty car- warrior of the Hridikas, struck 
him wi^th five keen and broad-headed shafts at the shoulder- 
joint.** Then the Wghty car-warrior Kritavarman, filled with 
rage, pierced his foe with sixty winged arrows. With a single 
11 
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arrow then, he cnt off hia bow, laughing the while ” The 
raighty son of Drupada, filled with wrath, took np another 
bow, and addressing the son of Hridika, said, — Wait, Wait!^* 
—Then, 0 monarch, Cikhandin sped at' his foe ninety shafts of 
great impetuosity, all equipt with golden wings. Those shafts, 
however, all recoiled from Kritavarman’s armour.** Seeing 
those shafts recoil and scattered on the surface of the Earth, 
Cikhandin cut off Kritavarman’s bow with a keen razor-headed 
arrow.** Filled \vith wrath he stru<dt the bowloss son of 
Hridika, who then resembled a hornless bull, in the arms and 
the chest, with eighty arrows.** Filled with rage but torn and 
mangled with shafts, Kritavarman vomited blood through his 
limbs like ajar disgorging the water with which it is filled.** 
Bathed in blood, the Bhoja king looked beautiful like a 
mountain, 0 king, streaked with streams of liquified red-chalk 
after a shower.** The puissanrt Kritavarman then, taking up 
another bow with a string and an arrow fixed thereon, struck 
Cikhandin in his shoulder-joint.'® With these shafts sticking 
to his shoulder-joint, Cikhandin looked resplendent like a lordly 
tree with its spreading branches and twigs.** Having pierced 
each other, the two combatants were bathed in blood, and 
resembled a couple of bulls that have gored each other with 
their horns.** Carefully exerting themselves to slay each other, 
those two mighty car- warriors moved in a thousaird circles with 
their respective cars on that arena.** Theti Kritavarman, 0 
king, in that encounter, pierced the son of Prishata with 
seventy shafts all of which were equipt with wings of gold 
and whetted on stone.'* The ruler of the Bhojas then, that 
foremost of smiters, sped with great activity a terrible and 
fatal shaft at his foe.” Struck therewith, Cikhandin quickly 
swooned away. Overcome with stupefaction, he supported him- 
self by seizing his flag-staff.” The driver then of that fore- 
most of car- warriors speedily bore him away from the fight. 
Scorched with the shaft of Hridika’s son, he drew breath upon 
breath rcpeatfedly.*' After the defeat of the heroic son of 
Drupada, 0 lord, the Pandava army, slaughtered on alh sides, 
fled away from the field.' ”” 



Section XXVII. 

' Sanjaya said, — ‘The white steeded (Arjuna) also, O' mon- 
arch, routed thy force even as the wind, approaching a heap 
of cotton, scatters it on all sides.* Against him rushed the 
Trigartas, the Givis, the Kauravas, the Cifclwas, the Samsap- 
takas, and that force which eonsfeted of the NSrayanas.* 
And Satyasena and Chandradeva, and Mitradeva and Crntan- 
jaya, and Su^ruta’s son, and- Chitrasena, and Mitravarman, O 
Bharata,* and the king of the Trigartas surrounded by bis 
brothers and by bis sons that were all mighty bowmen accom- 
plished in diverse weapons,* suddenly advanced, shooting and 
scattering showers of shafts in that battle, against Arjuna, 
like a fierce current of water towards the ocean.* Those war- 
riors in hundreds of thousands, approaching Arjuna, seemed 
to melt away like snakes at sight of Garuda,* Though slaught- 
ered in battle, they did not still leave the son of Fandu 
like insects, 0 monarch, never receding from a blazing fire ’ 
Satyasena, in that encounter, jiierced the son of Fandu with 
three arrows, and Mitradeva pierced him with three and 
sixty, and Chandradeva with seven.* And Mitravarman pier- 
ced him with three and seventy arrows, and Su^ruta’s son 
with seven. And Catrunjaya pierced him with twenty, and 
Su9arman with nine.’ Thus pierced in that encounter by 
many, Arjuna pierced all those kings in return. Indeed, 
piercing the son of Su^ruta with seven arrows, he pierced Satya- 
sena with three,** Catrunjaya Avith twenty, and Chandradeva 
with eight, Mitradeva with a hundred, Crutasena with three,'* 
Mitravarman with nine, and Su^arman with eight. Then 
slaying king Catrunjaya with a number of arrows whetted 
on stone, he -smote off, from his trunk, the bead, decked with 
head-gear, of Su9ruta’s son.'* Without any delay ho then, 
with a number of other shafts, despatched Chandradeva to 
the abode of Yama. As regards the other mighty car warriors 
vigorously contending with him, ho checked each of them 
with five arrows."* Then Satyasena, filled with rage, burled 
a formidable lance in that battle, aiming at Krishna, and 

■ 

^ Both 12 and 13 are triplets,— T, 
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uUercd a leonine roar.'^ That iron-mouthed lancc having a 
golden shaft, piercing through the left arm of the higb-soiilcd 
Madhava, penetrated into the Earth. Mddhava being thus 
pierced with that Janco in great battle, the goad and the reins, 

O king, fell clown fron^ his hands,*® Beholding Vasiidevas 
Kmb pierced through, Prifclui’a son Dhananjaya mustered all 
his wrath and ^dressing Vasudeva, said,*^— 0 mighty-arrned 
one, bear the car to Satyasena, 0 puissant one, so that I 
may, "with keen shafts, despatch him to Yama's abode — The 
illii&trioiiS Ke 9 ava then, quickly taking up the goad and the 
reins, caused the steeds to bear the car to the front of Satya- 
senas vehicle.** Beholding the ruler of the universe pierced, 
Pritha’s son Dhananjaya, that mighty car-warrior, checking 
Satyasena with some keen arrows,*® cut off, with a number of 
broad-headed shafts of great sharpness, the large head of that 
king, decked with ear-rings, from off his trunk, at the head 
of the army.** Having tlius cut off Satyasenas head, he then 
despatched Chifcravannan with a number of keen shafts, and 
then the latter s driver, O sire, with a keen calf-toothed arrow.** 
Filled witli rage, the mighty Partha then, with hundreds of 
shafts, felled the Samsaptakas in hundreds and thousands.®* 
Then, 0 king, with a razor-headed arrow cquipt with wings 
of silver, that mighty car-warrior cut off the head of the 
illustrious Mitrasena. Filled with rage he then struck Su^ar- 
man in the shoulder- joint.** Then all the Samsaptakas, filled 
with wrath, encompassed Dhananjaya on all sides and began 
to afflict him wiUi showers of weapons and make all the points 
of the compass resound with their shouts.*® Afflicted by them 
thus, the mighty car-warrior Jishnu, of imraeasurvable soul, 
endued with prowess resembling that of Cakra himself, invok- 
ed the Aindra weapon. From that weapon, thousands^ of 
shafts, 0 king, began to issue continually.** Then, 0 king, a 
loud din was heard of falling cars with standards and quivers 
and yokes, and axles and wheels and traces with chords, of ‘ 
bottoms of cars and wooden fences around them, of arrows 
and steeds and spears and swords, and maces and 4 ^?;pikcd 
clubs and darts and lances and axes, and ^ataghms cquipt 
with vvliocl^*; and arrows and thighs, and necklaces and Anga- 
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das ftnd Keyiiras, 0 sire, and garlands and cuirasses and 
coats of mail, 0 Bhdrata, and umbrellas and fans and heads 
docked with diadems,^^^^^ Heads adorned with ear-rings and 
beautiful oyos, and each resembling the full moon, looked, as 
they lay on the field, like stars in the firmament.” Adorned 
with beautiful garlands of flowers and excellent robes, and 
smeared with sandal-paste, many were the bodies that were 
seen to lie on the ground, .of slain warriors.” The field of 
battle, terrible as it was, looked like the clouded welkin teeming 
with vapoury forms.' With the slain princes and Kshatriyas 
of gr^at might,” and fallen elephants and steeds, the Earth 
became impassable in that battle as if she were strewn with 
hills.” There was no path on the field for the wheels of the 
illustrious Pandava’s car, engaged as he was in continually 
slaying his foes and striking down elephants and steeds with 
his broad-headed shafts.” It seemed, 0 sire, that the wheels of 
his car stopped in fright at the sight of his own self careering 
ill that battle through that bloody mire.” His steeds, however, 
endued with the speed of the mind or the wind, dragged with 
great eff orts and labour those wheels that had refused to move.” 
Thus slaughtered by Pfindu s son armed with the bow, that 
host fled away almost entirely, without leaving even a remnant, 

0 Bharata, contending with the foe.” Having vanquished 
large numbers of the Samsaptakas in battle, Prithas son - 
Jishnu looked rosplcudent, like a blazing fire without smoko.’ 


Section XXVIII. 

“Sanjaya said, — 'King Duryodhana, 0 monarch, himself 
fearlessly received Yudhlshthira, as the latter was engaged in 
shooting large numbers of shafts.* The royal Yiidhishthira 
the just, speedily piercing thy son, that mighty car- warrior, as 
the latter was rushing towards him with impt tuosity, address- 
ed him, saying, — Wait Wait P — Duryodhana, however, pier- 
ced Yudhishthira, in return, with nine keen arrows, and filled 
with greaP wrath, struck Yudhishthira’s driver also with a 
broad-hcaded shaft.^ Then king Yudhishthira sped at Duryo- 
d!i Mia throe and ten arrows equipt with wings of ^old and 
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whetted ou stone.* With four shafts, that mighty car- warrior 
then slew the four steeds of bis foe, and with the Sfth he cut 
off from hia trunk the head of Duryodhaim's driver.* With the 
sixth arrow he felled the (Kuru) king’s standard on the Earth, 
with the seventh his bow, and with the eighth his scimitar.* 
And then with five more ahaftskingYudhiahthira the just deep- 
ly alfiicted the Kuru monarch. Thy son then, alighting from 
that steedless car, stood on the Earth in imminent danger.’ 
Beholding him in that situation of great peril, Kama and 
Dronas son and Kripa and others rushed suddenly towards 
the spot, desirous of rescuing the king.* Then the ( other ) 
sons of Pandu, surrounding Yudhishthira, all proceeded to 
that encounter, upon which, 0 king, a fierce battle was fought.’ 
Thousands of trumpets then were blown in that great engage- 
ment, and a confused din of myriad voices arose there, 0 
king.*® There where the Panchalas engaged in battle with the 
Kauravas, men closed with men, and elephants with foremost 
of elephants.** And car^warriors closed with car-warriurs, and 
horse with horse. And the various couples of battling men 
and animals, of great prowess and armed with diverse kinds of 
weapons and possessed of great skill, presented a beautiful 
sight, 0 king, over the field,** All those heroes, endued with 
great impetuosity and desirous of compassing the destruction 
of one another, fought beautifully and with great activity and 
skill.** Observing the (sanctioned) practices of warriors, they 
slew one another in battle. None of them fought from behind 
others.** For only a very short time that battle presented a 
beautiful aspect. Soon it became an encounter of mad men, 
in which the combatants showed no regard for one another.^* 
The car-warrior, approaching the elephant, pierced the latter 
with keen shafts and despatched it to Yama’s presence by 
means of straight arrows.** Eelephants, approaching steeds, 
dragged down many of them in that battle, and tore them 
(with their tusks) most fiercely in diverse places.*’ Large 

numbers of horsemen also, encompassing many foremost of 

% 

steeds, mode a loud noise with their palms, and efbsed with 
them.** And those horsemen slew th<Be steeds as they ran 
hither and thither, as also many huge elephants as these wan 
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dered over the Sold, from behind and the danks.’* Infuriate 
elephants, 0 king, routing large numbers of a^eda, slew them 
with their tasks or crushed them with great force.** Some 
elephants, filled with wrath, pierced with their tusks horses 
with horsemen. Others, seizing such with great force, hurled 
them to the ground with violence.** Many elephants, struck 
by foot-soldiers availing of the proper opportunities, uttered 
terrible cries of pain and fled away on all sides.** Anaong the 
foot-soldiers that fled away in that great battle throwing down 
their ornaments, there were many that were quickly encompass- 
ed omthe field. Elephant-warriors, riding on huge elephants, 
understanding indications of victory, wheeled their beasts and 
causing them to seize those beautiful ornaments, made the 
beasts to pierce them with their tusks.’*'** Other foot-soldiers 
endued with great impetuosity and fierce might, surrounding 
those elephant-warriors thus engaged in those spots, began to 
slay them.** Others in that great battle, thrown aloft into 
the air by elephants with their trunks, were pierced by those 
trained beasts with the points of their tusks as they fell down.** 
Others, suddenly seized by other elephants, were deprived of 
life with their tusks. Others, borne away from their own 
divisions into the midst of others, were, 0 king, mangled by 
huge elephants which rolled them repeatedly on the ground.” 
Others, whirled on high like fans, were slain in that battle. 
Others, hither and thither on the field, that stood full in front 
of other elephants, had their bodies exceedingly pierced and 
torn.** Many elephants were deeply wounded with spears and 
lances and darts in their cheeks and frontal globes and the parts 
between their tusks.” Exceedingly afflicted by fierce car-war- 
riors aud horsemen stationed on their flanks, many elephants, 
ripped open, fell down on the Earth.** In that dreadful battle 
many horsemen on their steeds, striking fwt-soldiers with their 
lances, pinned them down to the Earth or cru .bed them with 
great force.®* Some elephants, approaching mail-clad car-war- 
riors, 0 sire, raised them aloft from their vehicles and hurled 
them do wtP with great force upon the Earth in that fierce and 
awful fight.** Some hugO elephants, slain by means of cloth- yard 
shafts, fell down on the Earth like mountain summits riven by 
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thunder.®® Combatants, encountering combatants, began to 
strike each otheAvith their fists, or seizing each other by the 
hair, began to drag and throw down and mangle each other.®* 
Others, stretching their arms and throwing down their foes on the 
Earth, placed their feet on their chests and with great activity 
cut off their heads.** Some combatant, 0 king, struck with 
his feet some foe that was dead, and some, 0 king, struck off 
with his sword, the head of a falling foe,** and some thrust 
his weapon into the body of a living foe. A fierce battle took 
place there, 0 Bharata, in which the combatants struck one 
another with fists or seized one another’s hair or wrestled 
with one another with bare arms.*’ In many instances, com- 
batants, using diverse kinds of weapons, took the lives of 
combatants engaged with others and, therefore, unperccived 
by them,** During the progress of that general engagement 
when all the combatants were mangled in battle, hundreds and 
thousands of headless trunks stood up on the field.** Weapons 
and coats of mail, drenched with gore, looked resplendent, like 
cloths dyed with gorgeous red.^® Even thus occurred that fierce 
battle marked by the awful clash of weapons. Like the mad 
and roaring c\irrent of the Ganges it seemed to fill the whole 
universe with its uproar.*^ Afflicted with shafts, the warriors 
failed to distinguish friends from foes. Solicitous of victory, 
the kings fought' on because they thought that fight they 
should.^* The warriors slew both friends and foes, with whom 
they came in contact. The combatants of both the armies were 
deprived of reason by the heroes of both the armies assail- 
ing them with fury,** With broken cars, O monarch, and fallen 
elephaTits, and steeds lying on the ground, and men laid low,** 
the Earth, miry with gore and flesh, and covered with streams 
of blood, soon became impassable.** Kama slaughtered the 
Panchalas while Dhananjaya slaughtered the Trigartas. And 
Ehimasena, 0 king, slaughtered the Kurus and all the elephant 
divisions of the latter.** Even thus occurred that destruction 
of troops of both the Kurus and the Pandavas, both parties 
having been aciiuated by the desire of winning great fame, at 
that, hour when the Sun had passed thoAmeridian.’ ''*’ 
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‘ Dhritarashtra said,— ‘I have heard from thee, 0 Sanjaya, 
of many poignant and unbearable griefs as a/so of the losses 
sustained by my sons From what thou hast said unto me, 
from the manner in which the battle has been fought, it is my 
certain conviction, 0 Su(a, that the Kauravas are no more !* 
Duryodhana was made earless in that dreadful battle. How did 
Dhjirma’s son (then) fight, and how did the royal Duryodhana 
also fight in return ?* How also occurred that battle which 
was fought in the afternoon 1 Tell me all this in detail, for 
thou art skilled in narration, 0 Sanjaya !’* 

“Sanjaya said, — ‘When the troops of both armies were en- 
gaged in battle, according to their respective divisions, thy son 
Duryodhana, 0 king, riding on another car and filled with 
rage like a snake of virulent poison, beholding king^ Yudhish- 
thira the just, quickly addressed his owm driver, 0 Bharata, 
saying, — Proceed, Proceed !•'* Quickly take me there, 0 dri- 
ver, whore the royal son of Pandii, clad in mail, shineth under 
yon umbrella held over his head — Thus urged by the king, 
the driver, in that battle, quickly urged his royal master’s 
goodly car towards tho face of Yudhishthira.* At this, Yu- 
dhishthira also, filled with rage and looking like an infuriate 
elephant, urged his own driver, saying, — Proceed to where 
Suyodhana is !’ — Then those two heroes and brothers and fore- 
most of car-warriors encountered each other. Both endued 
with great energy, both filled with wrath, both difficult of de- 
feat in battle, approaching each other, those two great bowmen 
began to mangle each other with their arrows in that battle.** 
Then king Duryodhana, in that encounter, 0 sire, with a 
broad-headed arrow whotted on stone, cut in twain the bow of 
the virtuous monarch.'* Filled with rage, Yudhishthira could 
not brook that insult. Casting aside his broken bow, with eyes 
red in wrath,** Dharma’s son took up aiy)ther bow at the head 
of his forces, and then cut off Duryodh ina’s standard and 
bow.** Duryodhana then, taking up another bow, pierced the 
son of Pandu, Filled with rage, they continued to shoot show- 
ers of shafts at eaah other.** Desirous of vanquishing each 
other, they resemble^ a pair of angry lions. Ihey struck each 
12 
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other in ihnt battle like a couple of roaring* bulls.'^ Those 
mighty car--warnor3 cantinued to career, expecting to 6nd each 
ether’s laches. Then, wounded with shafts sped from bows 
drawn to their fullest stretch/* the two warriors, 0 king, 
looked resplendent like flowering Kingukas, They then, 0 
king, repeatedly uttered leonine Toars/'^ Those two rulers of 
men, in that dreadful battle, also made loud sounds with their 
palms and caused their bows to twang loudly. And they blew 
their conchs too with great force.*® And they afflicted each 
other very much. Then king Yudhishthira, filled with rage, 
struck thy son in the chest with three irresistible shafts en- 
dued with the force of thunder. Him, however, thy royaf son 
quickly pierced, in return,*®"®® with five keen shafts winged 
with gold and whetted on stone. Then king Duryodhana, O 
Bharata, hurled a dart** capable of slaying everybody, ex- 
ceedingly keen, and resembling a large blazing brand. As it 
advanced, king Yudhishthira the just, with sharp shafts,®* 
speedily cut it off into three fragments, and then pierced Duryo- 
dhana also with five arrows. Equipt with a golden staff, and 
producirtg a loud whizz, that dart then fell down,*® and while 
falling, looked resplendent like a large brand with blazing 
flames. Beholding the dart baffled, thy son, 0 monarch/^ 
struck Yudhishthira with nine sharp and keen-pointed arrows. 
Pierced deeply by his mighty foe, that scorcher of foes®® 
quickly took up an arrow for aiming it at Duryodhana. The 
mighty Yudhishthira then placed that arrow on his bow- 
string.®* Filled with rage and possessed of great valor, the 
son of Pandu then shot it at his foe. That arrow, striking 
thy son,— that mighty car- warrior,*^ — stupified him and then 
(passing through his body) entered the Earth. Then Diiryo- 
dhana, filled with wrath, uplifting a mace of great impetu- 
osity,*® rushed at king Yudhishthira the just, for ending the 
hostilities (that raged between the Kurus and the Pandus). 
Beholding him armed with that uplifted mace and resembling 
Yama himself with his bludgeon,** king Yudhishthira the just 
hurled at thy son a mighty dart blazing with splendour, en- 
dued with groat impetuosity, and looking like a large *Dlazing 
brand.” Deeply pierced in the cheSt by«that dart as ho stood 
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Oil his car, the Kuru prince, deeply pained, fell down and 
swooned away." Then Bhima, recollecting his own vow, 
addressed Yudhishthira, saying, — This one should not be slain 
by thee, 0 king ! — at which Yudhishthira abstained (from 
giving his foe the finishing blow).*' At that time Kritavar- 
mao, quickly advancing, came upon thy royal son then sunk 
in an ocean of calamity.** Bhima then, taking up a mace 
adorned with gold and' flaxen chords, rushed impetuously to- 
wards Kritavarman in that battle.’* Thus occurred the battle 
between thy troops and the foe on that afternoon, 0 monarch 
every one of the combatants being inspired with the desire of 
victory ” 


Section XXX. 

'‘Saiijaya said,— ‘Placing Kama at their van, thy warriors, 
difficult of defeat in fight, returned and fought (with the foe) 
a battle that resembled that between the gods and the Amras} 
Excited by the loud uproar made by elephants and men and 
cars and steeds and conchs, elephant-men and car-warriors and 
foot-soldiers and horsemen, in large numbers, filled with wrath, 
advanced against the foe and slow the latter with strokes of 
diverse kinds of weapons,® Elephants and cars and steeds and 
men, in that dreadful battle, were destroyed by brave warriors 
with sharp battle-axes and swords and axes and shafts of di- 
verse kinds and by means also of their animals.® Strewn with 
human heads that were adorned with white teeth and fair faces 
and beautiful eyes and goodly noses, and graced with beautiful 
diadems and earrings, “and every one of which resembled the 
lotus, the Sun, or the Moon, the Earth looked exceedingly 
resplendent.* Elephants and men and steeds, by thousands, 
wore slain with hundreds of spiked clubs and short bludgeons 
and darts and lances and hooks and Bfm imdis and maces. 

* The numberingiof the verses in this section is very unsatisfactory 

in the Cafeutta edition. I have made some corrections, the result of 
which, I fear, has been tAat the niimlierinj; will not be found to agree 
with that of any of the printed texts.— T. 
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The blood that fell formed a river-like current on the field.* 
In consequence of those car-warriors and men and steeds and 
e/epbants slain by the foe, and lying with ghastly features and 
gaping wounds, the field of battle looked like the domains of 
the king of the dead at the time of the universal dissolution.* 
Then, O god among men, thy troops, and those bulls amongst 
the Kurus, viz., thy sons resembling the children of the 
celestials, with a host of warriors of immeasurable might 
at their van, all proceeded against Satyaki, that bull of 
Cini’s race.* Thereupon that host, teeming with many fore- 
most of men and steeds and cars and elephants, producing 
an uproar loud as that of the vasty deep,* and resembling 
the, army of the Asuras or that of the celestials, shone 
with fierce beauty.* Then the son of Surya, resembling 
the chief of the celestials himself in prowess and like unto 
the younger brother of Indra, struck that foremost one of 
Cini’s race with shafts whose splendour resembled the rays 
of the Sun.* That bull of Cini’s race also, in that battle, 
then quickly shrouded that foremost of men, with his car and 
steeds and driver, with diverse kinds of shafts terrible as the 
poison of the snake.*® Then many Atirathas belonging to 
thy army, accompanied by elephants and cars and foot- soldiers, 
quickly approached that bull among car-warriors, viz., Vasu- 
sena, when they beheld the latter deeply afflicted with the 
shafts of that foremost hero of Cini’s race.” That force, how- 
ever, vast as the ocean, assailed by foes possessed of great 
quickness, viz., the Fandava warriors headed by the sons of 
Drupada, fled away from the field. At that time a great 
carnage occurred of men and cars and steeds and elephants.'* 
Then those two foremost of men, viz,, A rjuna and Ke^ava, 
having said their daily prayers and duly worshipped the lord 
Bhava, quickly rushed against thy troops, resolved to slay 
those foes of theirs.** Their foes, (i e., the Kurus) cast their 
eyes cheerlessly on that car whose rattle resembled the roar 
of the clouds and whose banners waved beautifully in the air 

and which ha'd white steeds yoked unto it and which was com- 

« 

♦ Lit'rfally— “of the salt wakra/'— T, 
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ing towards them.'* Than Arjuna, bending Gdndiva and as 
if dancing on his car, filled the welkin and all the points oS 
the compass, cardinal and subsidiary, with showers of shafts, 
not leaving the smallest space empty,'* Like the tempest 
destroying the clouds, -the son of Pandu destroyed, with his 
arrows, many cars lobking like celestial vehicles, that were 
wdl-adorned, and equipi with weapons and standards, along 
with their drivers.** Many elephants also, with the men that 
guided them, adorned with trimphal banners and weapons, and 
many horsemen with horses, and many foot-soldiers also, Arjuna 
despatched with his arrows to Yama’s abode.** Then Duryo- 
dhana singly proceeded against that mighty car- warrior who 
was angry and irresistible and resembled a veritable Yama, 
striking him with his straight shafts.'* Arjuna, cutting off 
his adversary’s bow and driver and steeds and standard with 
seven shafts, next cut off his umbrella with one arrow.** Ob- 
taining then an opportunity, he sped at Duryodhana an ex- 
cellent shaft capable of taking the life of the person si ruck. 
Drona’s son, however, cut off that shaft into seven fragments.'* 
Cutting off then the bow of Drona’s son and slaying the four 
steeds of the latter with his arrows, the son of Pandu next cut 
off the formidable bow of Rripa too.** Then cutting off the 
bow of Hridika’s son, he felled the latter’s standard and steeds. 
Then cutting off the bow of Dus^asana, he proceeded against 
the son of Radha.** At this, Kama, leaving Satyaki, quickly 
pierced Arjuna with three arrows and Krishna with twenty, and 
Partha again repeatedly.** Although many were the arrows 
that he shot while slaying his foes in that battle like India him- 
self inspired with wrath, Kama yet felt no fatigue.** Meanwhile 
Satyaki, coming up, pierced Kama with nine and ninety fierce 
arrows, and once mbre with a hundred.** Then all the fore- 
most heroes among the Parthas began to affict Kama. Yudha- 
manyu and- Cikhandin and the sons of Draupadi and the 
Prabhadrakas,** and Uttamaujas and Yuyutsu and the twins 
and Dhrishtadyunlna, and the divisions of the Chedis and the 
Karushas and the Matsyas and the Kaikeyas,** and the mighty 
Chokitana, and king *Yudhishthira of excellent vows,— all these, 
—accompanied by cars and steeds and elephants, and foot-. 
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soldiers of fierce prowess,*® encompassed Kama on all sides in 
that battle, and showered upon him diverse kinds of weapons, 
addressing him in harsh words and resolved to compass his 
destruction.** Cutting off that shower of weapons with his 
sharp shafts, Kama dispersed his assailants by the power of 
his weapons like the wind breaking down the trees that stand 
on its way.®® Filled with wrath, Kama was seen to destroy 
car-warriors, and elephants with their ridiers, and horses with 
horse-men, and large bands of foot-soldiers.®* Slaughtered by 
the energy of Kama’s weapons, almost the whole of that force 
of the Pandavas, deprived of weapons, and with limbs mangled 
and torn, retired from the field.®** Then Arjuna, smiling the 
while, baffled with his own weapons the weapons of Kama, and 
covered the welkin, the Earth, and all the points of the com- 
pass with dense showers* of arrows.®® The shafts of Arjuna 
fell like heavy clubs and spiked bludgeons. And some amongst 
them fell like ^ataghnia and some fell like fierce thunder- 
bolts,®* Slaughtered therewith, the Kaurav a force consisting 
of infantry and horse and cars and elephants, shutting its eyes, 
uttered loud wails of woe and wandered senselessly.^® Many 
were the steeds and men and elephants that perished on that 
occasion. Many, again, struck with shafts and deeply afflicted, 
fled away in fear.*® 

** 'Whilst thy warriors were thus engaged in battle from 
desire of victory, the Sun, approaching the setting mountain, 
entered it.*^ In consequence of the darkness, 0 king, but 
especially owing to the dust, we could not notice anything 
favorable or unfavorable.*® The mighty bowmen (amongst the 
Kauravas), fearing a night-battle, 0 Bharata, then retired 
from the field, accompanied by all their combatants.®* Upon 
the retirement of the Kauravas, 0 king, at the close of the 
(fay, the Parthas, cheerful at having obtained the victory, also 
retiredifcr their own encampment,*® jeering their enemies by 
producing diverse kinds of sounds with their musical instru- 
ments, and applauding Achyuta and Arjunfe.** After those 
heroes had thus withdrawn the army, all the troops and all 
the kings .uttered benedictions upon the Pftndavas.** The with- 
drawal having been madc; those sinless men, viz., the Pan- 
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tlavas, became very glad, and proceeding to their tents rested 
there for the night.'^* Then Bdlcshasas^ and Pigdehas, and 
carnivorous beasts, in large numbers, came to that awful Held 
of battle resembling the sporting ground of Rudra himself/ 


Section XXXI. 

•‘^Bhritarashtra said,— “It seems that Arjuna slew all of 
you at his will ! Indeed, the Destroyer himself could not 
escape him in battle, if Arjuna took up arms against him 
Single-handed, Partha ravished Bhadra, and single-handed, ho 
gratified Agni ! Single-handed, he subjugated the whole Earth, 
and made all the kings pay tribute !* Single-handed, with his 
celestial bow, he slew the Nivdtakavackas ! Single-handed, 
ho contended in battle with Mahadeva who stood before him in 
the guise of a hunter 1® Single-handed, he protected the Bha- 
ratas, and single-headed, he gratified Bhava! Single-handed, 
v^ere all the kings of the Earth vanquished by him endued 
with fierce prowess 1* The Kurus cannot be blamed. On the 
other hand, they deserve praise (for their having folight with 
such a warrior) ! Tell me now what they did. Tell mo also, 
0 Svbta, what Duryodhana did after that !’* 

“Sanjaya said, — ‘Struck and wounded and overthrown from 
their vehicles and divested of armour and deprived of weapons 
and their beasts slain, with plaintive voices and burning with 
grief and vanquished by their foes, the vain Kauravas, entering 
their tents, once more took counsel of one another. They then 
looked like snakes deprived of fangs and poison trod upon by 
others.®’^ Unto them, Kama, sighing like an angry snake,* 
squeezing his hands, and eyeing thy son, said,®— Arjuna is 
always careful, firm, possessed of skill, and endued with in^ 
telligence. Again, when the time comes, Vasudeva awakes him^ 
(to what should be done) !® Today, by tJhat sudden shower of 
weapons vfe were deceived by him ! Tomorrow, however, 0 
lord of Earth, I will frustrate all his purposes — Thus address- 
ed by Kama, Duryodhana said,— So be it !— and then granted 
permission to those foremost.of kings to retire. Bidden by the 
king, all those rulers* proceeded to their respective tents, 
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Having passed the night happily, they cheerfully went out for 
battle {the next day).*** They then beheld an invincible array 
■ formed by king Yudhishthira the just, that foremost one of 
Kuru’s race, with great care, and according to the sanction of 
Vrihaspati and U^anas.** Then that slayer of foes, viz., Duryo- 
dhana, called to mind the heroic Kama, that counteracter of 
foes, that warrior with nock like that of a bull, equal to Purau' 
dara himself in battle, the Maruts in might, Kartavirya in 
energy. Indeed, the heart of the king turned towards Kama.**"** 
And the hearts of all the troops also turned to that hero, that 
Sitta’s son, that mighty bowman, as one’s heart turns to a 
friend, in a situation of great danger.’** 

“Dhritarashtra said, — ‘ What did Duryodhana next do, O 
Sufa, when-the hearts of all of ^ou turned towards Vikartana’s 
son Kama ?** Did my troops cast their eyes on Badha’sson like 
persons afflicted with cold turning their gaze towards the Sun ? 
Upon the recommencement of the battle after the withdrawal 
of the troops,** how, 0 Sanjaya, did Vikartana’s son Kama 
fight ? How also did all the Pandavas fight with the Suta’s 
son ?*’ The mighty-armed Kama would, single-handed, slay 
the Parthas with the Srinjayas. The might of Kama’s arms 
in battle equals that of Cakra or Vishnu.** His weapons are 
fierce, and the prowess also of that high-souled one is fierce. 
Belying upon Kama, king Duryodhana had set his heart on 
battle.** Beholding that Duryodhana deeply afflicted by the 
son of Pandu, and seeing also the sons of Pandu, displaying 
great prowess, what did that mighty car- warrior, viz , Kama, 
do ?** Alas, the foolish Duryodhana, relying on Kama, hop- 
eth to vanquish the Parthas with their sons and Ke;ava in 
battle !** Alas, it is a matter of great grief that Kama could 
not, with his strength, overcome the sons of Pandu in fight 1 
ii,Without doubt. Destiny is supremo !** Alas, the terrible end 
of that gambling match hath now come ! Alas, these heart- 
rending sorrows, due to Duryodhana’s acts, many *in number 
and like unto terrible darts, are now being borne by me, 0 San- 

4 « 
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jaya !** 0 sire, Suvala’s son used to be then regarded as a 
politic person. Kama also is always exceedingly attached to 
king Duryodhana.*® Alas, when such is the case, O Sanjaya, 
why have I then to hear of the frequent defeats and deaths of 
my sons There is no one that can resist the Panda vas in 
battle! They penetrate into* my army like a man into the 
mid^ of helpless women 1 Destiny, indeed, is supreme 3'** 

‘ Sanjaya said, — ^*0 king, think now of all those righteous 
acts of thine like that match at dice and the others! Acta 
thgft have passed away form the subjects of thought with 
mauil*’* One should not, however, reflect on byegone acts, 
’One may be ruined by such reflection. That result (which 
thou hadst expected) is now much removed from the point of 
fruition, since, although possessed of knowledge, thou didst 
tiot reflect on the propriety or impropriety of thy acts then 1 
Many a time wert thou, O king, counselled against warring 
with the Pandavas Thou didst not, however, 0 monarch, 
accept those counsels, from folly I Diverse sinful acts of a 
grave nature were perpetrated by thee against the sons of 
Pandu For those acts this awful slaughter of kings hath 
tiowGome! All that, however, is now past. Do not grieve, 
O bull of Bharata's race !** O thou of unfading glory, listen 
now to the details of the awful carnage that has occurred ! 

“ ‘When the night dawned, Kama repaired to king Duryo- 
•dhana,’^ Approaching the king, the mighty-armed hero said, 
— I shall, 0 king, engage in battle today with the illustrious 
son of Pandu 1®® Either I will slay that hero today, or he will 
slay me 1 In consequence of the diverse things both myself 
and Partha had to do, 0 Bharata,*® an encounter, 0 king, could 
not hitherto take place between myself and Arjuna ! Listen 
now, 0 monarch, to these words of mine, spoken according to 
my wisdom Without slaying Partha in battle I will mi 
come back, 0 Bharata ! Since this army of ours hath been de- 
prived of its foremost warriors, and since I will stand in battle,®* 
Partha will advance against m 0 ,*especially because I am des- 
titute oUthe dart that Cakra gave me ! Therefore, O ruler of 
men, listen now to w^at is beneficial!®® The energy of my 
celestial weapons is equal to the energy of Arjuna s weapcnSc 
13 
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It) counteracting the feats of powerful foes, in lightness of 
hands, in the range of the arrows shot,** in skill, and in 
hitting the mark, SavyasSchin is never my equal. In physical 
strength, in courage, in knowledge (of weapons), in prowess, 
O Bharata,** in aiming, Savyasftchin is never my equal. My 
bow, called Vijaya, is the foremost of all weapons (of its 
kind).** Desirous of doing what was agreeable (to Indra),. it 
was made by Vi^fwakarman (the celestial artificer) for Indra. 
With that bow, 0 king, Indra had vanquished the Daityas.^* 
At its twang the Daityaa had beheld the ten ^points to be 
empty.* That bow, respected by all, Cafcra gave to Bhrlgu’s 
Son (Rama).** That celestial and foremost of bows BhrigU’s 
son gave to me. With that bow I will contend in battle with 
the mighty-armed Arjuna, that foremost of victorious war- 
riors,*' like Indra fighting with the assembled Daityaa ! That 
formidable bow, the gift of Rama, is superior to -Qdndiva** 
It was with that bow that the Earth was subjugated thrice 
seven times (by Bhrigu’s son).** With that bow given to me 
by Rama I will contend in battle with the son of PSndu 1 I 
will, 0 Duryodhana, gladden thee today with thy friends,** by 
slaying in battle that hero, viz., Arjuna, that foremost of 
conquerors ! The whole Earth with her mountains and forests 
and islands, without a heroic warrior (to oppose thy wish)*' 
will, 0 king, become thine today, over which thyself with thy 
sons and grandsons will reign supreme ! Today there is nothing 
that is incapable of being achieved by me, especially when 
the object is to do what is agreeable to thee,'* even as ascetic 
success is incapable of being missed by one zealously devoted 
to virtue and having his soul under control ! Arjuna will not 
be able to beat me in battle even as a tree in contact with fire 
is incapable of bearing that element.** I must, however, de- ' 
dare in what respect I am inferior to Arjuna. The string of 
his bow is celestial, and the two large quivers of his are in- 
exhaustible. His driver is Govinda,** I have none like him, 
His is that celestial and foremost of bows, called Gandiva, 

which is irrefthgible jn battle.** I also have that excellent, 
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celestial, and formidable bow called Vijaya. In respect of 
our bows, therefore, 0 king, I am superior to Arjuna.*^ Listen 
now to those matters in which the heroic son of Pandu is 
superior to me ! The holder of the reins (of his steeds) is he 
of Da(}araha*3 race who is adored by all the worlds !®* His 
celestial car, decked with gold, given unto him by Agnii is im- 
penetrable in every part, and his steeds also, 0 hero, are endued 
with the speed of the mind,** His celestial standard, bearing 
the blazing Ape, is exceedingly wonderful. Again, Krishna 
who is the Creator of the universe, protects that car !*’ Though 
inferior to Arjuna in respect of these things, I still desire to 
fight with him. This Galya, however, the ornament of as- 
sorablies, is equal to Caurin !** If ho becomes my driver, 
victory will certainly bo thine ! Let Galya, therefore, who is 
incapable of being resisted by foes, be the driver of my car !** 
Lot a large number of carts bear my long shafts and those that 
are winged with vulturine feathers. Let a number of foremost 
cars, 0 monarch, with excellent steeds yoked unto them,*® 
always follow me, 0 bull of Bharata’s race ! By these arrange- 
ments I will, as regards the -qualities mentioned, be superior 
to Arjuna !*‘ Galya is superior to Krishna, *and I am superior 
to Arjuna ! As that slayer of foea, viz., ho of Da^arha’s race, 
is acquainted with horselore,** even so is that mighty car-war- 
rior, viz,, Galya acquainted with horselore. There is none 
equal to the chief of the Madras in might of arms,** As there 
is none equal to myself in weapons, so there is none equal to 
Galya in knowledge of steeds.*^ So circumstanced, I will be- 
come superior to Partha. Against my car, the very gods with 
Vasava at their head will not dare advance.*^ All these being 
attended to, when I take my stand on my car, I will become 
superior to Arjuna in the attributes of a warrior and will then, 
O best of the Kurus, vanquish Phalguna !** I desire, 0 mon- 
arch, all this to be done by thee, 0 scorcher of foes ! Lot these 
wishes of mine bo accomplished. Let no time be suffered to 
elapse P If all this be accomplished, the most effectual aid 
will be rendered to mo on every desirable point. Thou wilt 
then ?cc, O Bharata, what I will achieve in battle !** I will, 
by every moans, vatf|uisli the sons ot Pandu in battle when 



100 


SrjiBASHARAm 


ibey will approach mo ! Thorny gods and the Asurgs are 
not able to advance against me in battle ! What need be said 
then of the sons of Piindu that are of human origin ? — 

‘Sanjaya continued, — 'Thus addressed by that ornament 
of battle, viz., Kama, thy son, worshipping the son of Radha, 
answered him, with a glad heart, saying,’* — Accomplish that, 
O Kama, which thou thinkest f Equipt with goodly quivers 
and steeds, such cars shall follow thee in battle Let as 
many cars as thou wishest bear thy long shafts and arrows 
equipt with vulturine feathers. Ourselves, as also all the kings, 
will, 0 Kama, follow thee in battle ! — 

“Sanjaya continued, — ‘Having said these words, thy royal 
son, endued with great prowess, approached the ruler of the 
Madras and addressed him in the following words.’ 


Section XXXII. 

“Sanjaya said,— ‘Thy son then, 0 monarch, humbly ap^ 
proaching that mighty car- warrior, viz., the ruler of the Madras, 
addressed him, from affection, in these words 0 thou of true 
vows, O thou of great good fortune, 0 enhancer of the sorrows 
of foes, O ruler of the Madras, O hero in battle, 0 thou that 
inspirest hostile troops with fear,* thou bast heard, O foremost 
of speakers, how, for the sake of Kama who spoke unto me, 

I myself am desirous of soliciting thee among all these lions 
of kings !* 0 thou of incomparable prowess, 0 king of the 
Madras, for the destruction of the foe, I solicit thee today, 
with humility and bow of the head !* Therefore, for > the des- 
truction of Partha and for my good, it behoveth thee, 0 fore- 
most of 6ar-warriors, to accept, from love, the office of chariot- 
eer !• With thee for his driver, the son of Rahda will subjugate 
my foes ! There is none else for holding the reins of Kama’s 
steeds,* except thee, 0 thou of great good fortune, thou that 
art the equal of VAsudeva in battle ! Protect Kama then by 
every means like Brahman protecting Mahe 9 wara !’ Even 
as he of Vrishfft’s race, protects by every means the son of Piin- 
du in all dangers, do thou, 0 chief ol' the^ Madras, protect the 
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ffon of RadhS today Bbisbma, and Drona, and Kripaj and 
thyself, and the valiant ruler of the Bhojas, and Cakuni the son 
of Savala, and Drona’s son, and myself, constituted the chief 
strength of onr army !* Even thus, 0 lord of Earth, we had 
divided amongst ourselves the hostile army into nine portions 
for the share of each 1 The share that had been allotted to 
Bhishma is now no more, as also that which had been allotted 
to the high souled Drona**® Going even beyond their allotted 
shares, those two slow my foes. Those two tigers among men, 
however, were old, and both of them have been slain deceit- 
fully.* K Having achieved the most difficult feats, both of 
them, 0 sinless one, have departed hence to heaven f Simi- 
larly, many other tigers among men, of our army, slain by 
foes in battle, have ascended to heaven, casting off their lives 
and having made great exertions to the best of their powers.**'** 
This my host, therefore, 0 king, the greater portion of which 
has been slaughtered, has been reduced to this state by the 
Parthas who were at first fewer than us. What should be 
done for the present ?** Do that now, 0 lord of Earth, by 
which the mighty and the high-souled tksons of Kunti, of 
prowess incapable of being baffled, may be prevented from 
exterminating the remnant of my host !*• 0 lord, the Panda- 
vas have in battle slain the bravest warriors of this my force !** 
The mighty-armed Kama alone is devoted to our good, as 
also thyself, 0 tiger among men, that art the foremost of 
car-warriors in the whole world !*’^ 0 Galya, Kama wishes 
to contend in battle today with Arjuna ! On him, 0 ruler 
of the Madras, my hopes of victory are great !*• There is none 
else in the world (save thee) that can make so good a holder 
of the reins for Kama ! As Krishna is the foremost of all 
holders of reins for Partha in battle, even so, 0 king, be thou 
the foremost of all holders of reins on Kama’s car !** Accom- 
panied arid protected, 0 sire, by him in batMe, the feats that 
Partha achieves are all before thee !*® Formerly, Arjuna had 
never slain his foes in battle in such a way. Now, however, his 
prowess has become great, united as he is with Krishna !** 
Day after day, 0 rulor*^f the Madras, this vast Dhartarashtra 
force is seen to be routed by Partha because he is united with 
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Krkbml‘* A portion remains of the share allotted to Kama 
and thyself, O thoa of great splendour ! Bear that share with 
Kama, and destroy it unitedly in battle Even as Surya, 
uniting with Aruna, destroys the darkness, do thou, uniting 
with Kama, slay the Parthas in battle!'* Let the mighty 
car-warriors (of the enemy), fly sway, beholding in battle 
those two warriors endued with the effulgence of the morning 
Sun, viz., Kama and Calya, resembling two Suns risen above 
the horizon !" Even as darkness is destroyed, 0 sire, at the 
I sight of Surya and Aruna, even so let the Kaunteyas with 
the Panchalas and the Srinjayas perish (beholding thqc and 
Kama !” Kama is the formost of car-warriors, and thou art 
the foremost of drivers I In the clash of battle, again, there is 
none equal to thee 1” As he of Vrishni’s race protects the 
son of Pandu under all circumstances, even so let thyself 
protect Vikartana’s son Kama in battle !" With thee as his 
driver, Kama will become invincible, 0 king, in battle with 
even the gods having Cakralat their head! What then need be 
said about the Paudavas ? Do not doubt my words ! — 

"Sanjaya continued,— -‘Hearing these words of Duryodhana, 
Calya became filled with rage. Contracting his brow into 
three lines, and waving his arms repeatedly,*® and rolling his 
large eyes red in wrath, that warrior of massive arras, proud 
of his lineage and wealth and knowledge and strength, said 
these words.** 

“ ‘Calya said, — Thou insultost mo, 0 son of Gandhari, or, 
without doubt, suspectest me, since thou solicitest me, without 
hesitation, saying, — Act thou as a dnver /" — Regarding Kama 
to be superior to ourselves, thou applaudost him thus! I, 
however, do not regard the son of R^ha as my equal in 
battle !** Assign to me a much greater share, 0 lord of Earth ! 
Destroying that in battle, I will return to the place I came 
from !** Or, if thou wishest, I will, 0 delighter of the Kurus, 
contend, single-handed, with the enemy ! While engaged in 
consuming the foe, behold thou my prowess today !** Brood- 
ing upon aunnsult, 0 thou of Kuru’s race, a person like our- 
selves, never bngageth in my taski Do not have thy doubts 
about me ! Never shouldst thou humiliate me in battle!*' 
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Behold these tvro massive arms of mine, strong as the thunder ! 
Behold also my excellent bow, and these shafts that resemble 
snakes of virulent poison Behold my car, unto which are 
yoked'excellent steeds endued with the speed of the wind ! 
Behold also, 0 son of Qandhari, my mace decked with gold 
and twined with hempen chords !" Filled with wrath, I can 
spUt the very Earth, scatter the mountains, and dry up the 
oceans, with my own energy, 0 king !” Knowing me, 0 mon- 
arch, to be so capable of afflicting the foe, why dost thou appoint 
me to the office of driver in battle for such a low-born person as 
Adhiratha’s son ?** It behoveth thee not, 0 king of kings, to 
set me to such mean tasks ! Being so superior, 1 cannot make 
up my mind to obey the commands of a sinful person !** He 
that causoth a superior person arrived of his own will and 
obedient from love, to yield to a sinful wight, certainly in- 
curreth the sin of confusing the superior with the inferior 
Brahman created the Brahmanas from his mouth, and the 
Kshatriyas from his arms. He created the Vai<;ya8 from his 
thighs and the Cudras from his feet.** In consequence of the 
union with one another of those four orders, O BhUrata, from 
those four have sprung particular classes, viz., those born of men 
of superior classes wedding women of classes inferior to them- 
selves, and vice versa,** Frotcctors (of the other classes), ac- 
quirers of wealth, and givers of the same, have the Kshatriyas 
been described to be. The Brahmanas have been established 
on the Earth for the sake of favoring its people by assisting 
at sacrifices, by teaching, and acceptance of pure gifts.** 
Agriculture and tending of cattle and gift are the occupations 
of the Vai^yas according to the scriptures. Cudras have been 
ordained to be the servants of the Brahmanas, the Kshatriyas, 
and the Vaicjyas.** Similarly, the Sutas aro the servants of 
the Kshatriyas, and not the latter the servants of the former. 
Listen to these my words, 0 sinless one !” As regards myself, 

I am one whose coronal locks have undergone the sacred bath. 

1 am born in'a raoe of royal sages. I am reckoned a great car- 
warrior* I deserve ithe worship and the praiass that bards and 
eulogists render And .^ng.*t Being all this, 0 slayer of hostile 
troops, I cannot come forward to act as the driver of the Suta's 
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son in buttle I** I will never Sgbt, undergoing an act of 
bumiliation. I ask thy permission, 0 son of Qandhari, for I 
will return home ’ 

"Sanjaya continued, — ‘Having said these words, that tiger 
among men and ornament of assemblies, viz., Calya, filled 
with rage, stood up quickly and endeavoured to get away from 
that concourse of kings.“ Thy son, however, from affection 
and great regard, held the king, and addressed him in th'ese 
sweet and conciliatcsry words, that were capable of accom- 
plishing every object;” — Without doubt, O Calya, it is even 
so as thou hast said ! But I have a certain purpose in view. 
Listen to it, 0 ruler of men!'* Kama is not superior to 
thee, nor do I suspect thee, O king I The royal chief of 
the Madras will never do that which is false.” Those foremost 
of men that were thy ancestors always told the truth. 1 think 
it is for this that thou art called i.rtdyani (the descendant of 
those that had truth for their refuge).** And since, O giver 
of honors, thou art like a barbed arrow to thy foes, there- 
fore art thou called by the nmne of ^alya on Earth !*• O 
thou that makest large presents (to Brahmanas) at sacrifices, 
do thou accomplish all that which, O virtuous one, thou hadst 
said thou wouldst accomplish before 1” Neither the son of 
Eadha nor myself am superior to thee in valor that 1 would 
select thee as the driver of those foremost of steeds (that are 
yoked unto Kama’s car) 1** As, however, 0 sire, Kama is 
superior to Ohananjaya in regard to many qualities, even so 
doth the world regard thee to be superior to Vasudeva !" 
Kama is certainly superior to Fartha in the matter of weapons, 
O bull among men ! Thou too art superior to Krishna, in 
knowledge of steeds and might !** Without doubt, 0 ruler of 
the Madras, . thy knowledge of horses is twice greater than 
that which the high-souled Vasudeva hath ! — ** 

“‘Calya said, — Since, 0 son of Gandhari, thou describest 
mo, 0 thou of Kuru’s race, in the midst of all Idiese troops, 
to be superior to Devaki’s son, I am gratified with thee 1” I 
will become tl\(| driver of Badhh’s son of great fame while be 
will bo engaged in battle with that, foremost one of Pandu’s 
sons, as thou solicitcst me !“ Let this, however, 0 hero, be 
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my understanding with Vikartana'a aon that I will, in hia 
presence, utter whatever speeches I desire ! — 

''Sanjaya continued, — *0 king, thy son, with Kama then, 

0 Bharata, answered the prince of the Madras, 0 best of 
Bharata*s race, saying, -^So be it ! — ' 


Section XXXIII. 

** ‘Duryodhana said, — Listen, once more, 0 ruler of the 
Madras, to what I will say unto thee, about what happened, O 
lord^ in the battle between the gods and the A suras in days 
of yore The great Rishi Markandeya narrated it to my sire, 
I will now recite it without leaving out anything, 0 best of 
royal sages ! Listen to that account confidingly and without 
mistrusting it at all!* Between the gods and the Asuras, each 
desirous of vanquishing the other, there happened a great battle, 
O king, which had Taraka for its evil (root). It hath been heard 
by us that the Daityaa were defeated by the gods.® Upon 
the defeat of the Daityaa, the three sons of Taraka, named 
Tarakaksha, Kamalaksha, and Vidyunmalin, 0 king,* practising 
the austerest penances, lived in the observance of high vows. 
By those penances they emaciated their bodies, 0 scorcher of 
foes.® In consequence of their self-restraint, their penances, 
their vows, and contemplation, the boon-giving Grandsire be- 
came gratified with them and gave them boons.* Unitedly 
they solicited the Grandsire of all the worlds, 0 king, for the 
boon of immunity from death at the hands of all creatures at 
all times.^ The divine Lord and Master of all the worlds said 
unto them, — [There is nothing like immunity from death at 
the hands of all creatures ! Therefore, ye Asuras, abstain 
from such a prayer ! Solicit some other boon that may seem 
desirable to you !]*— -Then all of them, p king, having settled 
it amongst themselves after long and repeated conferences, 
bowed to the grealf Master of all the worlds and said these 
words “[O 'god,' 0 Grandsire, give us this boon !* Residing in 
three cities, we wiU rove over this Earth, with thy grace ever 
before us After a^^ousand years then, we will come together, 
and our three cities also, 0 sinless one, will become united 
14 
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into one That foremost one amongst the gods who will, with' 
one shaft, pierce those three cities united into one, will, O 
lord, be the cause of our destruction I]*®— Saying unto them, 
— [Let it be soj-^that god ascended to heaven. Those A suras 
then, filled with joy at having obtained those boons, and having 
settled it among themselves'® about the construction of the three 
cities, selected for the purpose the great Asura Maya, the celes- 
tial artificer, knowing no fatigue or decay, and worshipped by all 
the Daityas and Ddnavas,^^ Then Maya, of great intelligence, 
by the aid of his own ascetic merit, constructed the three 
cities, one of which was of gold, another of silver, and 4he 
third of black iron.'* The golden city was set in heaven, the 
silver city in the welkin, and the iron city was set on the 
Earth, all in such a way as to revolve in a circle, 0 lord of 
Earth 1*'* Each of those cities measured a hundred Yojanas 
in breadth and a hundred in length. And they consisted of 
houses and mansions and lofty walls and porches,*’ And 
though teeming with lordly palaces close to each other, yet 
the streets were wide and spacious. And they were adorned 
with diverse mansions and gate-ways.*® Each of those cities, 
again, 0 monarch, had a separate king.*^ The beautiful city 
of gold belonged to the illustrious Tarakaksha ; the silver city 
to Kamalaksha, and the iron one to Vidyunmalin.’® Those 
three Daitya kings, soon assailing the three worlds with their 
energy, continued to dwell and reign, and began to say,— . 
[Who is he called the Creator?]*' — Unto those foremost of 
Bdnavas having no heroes equal to them, came millions upon 
millions, from every side,*® of proud and flesh-eating Danavas 
who had before been defeated by the celestials, and who now 
settled in the three cities, desirous of great prosperity.*® Unto 
all of them thus united, Maya became the supplier of every 
thing they wanted. Relying upon him, all of them resided 
there, in perfect fearlessness.*^ Whoever amongst those resid- 
mg in the triple city wished for whatever object in his heart, 
had his wish fulfilled by Maya aided by the latterV powers of 

■■ ^ - -- -- - - ■■ ----- -- r- -- 
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ilhsion.*' Tirakakasha had a heroic and mighty son name^ 
Hari. ; He underwent the austerest of penances, upon which- 
the Grandsire became gratified with him.** When the god was 
gratifiedj Hari solicited a boon- of him, saying, — ^[Let a lake 
start into existence in our city, such that persons, slain by 
means of weapons, may, when thrown intc it, come out with 
life and redoubled strength !]*’' — Obtaining this boon, the heroie 
Hari, son of Tarakaksba, created a lake, 0 lordy in his city, 
that was capable of reviving the dead.** In whatever form and- 
whatever guise a Daily a might be slain, if thrown into that 
lake,»he came out, restored to life, iti the self-same form and 
guise.** Obtaining back their slain, the Daityas began to afilict 
the three worlds. Crowned with success by means of austere 
penances, those enhancers of the fears of the gods** sustained,-- 
O king, no diminution in battle.** Stupified then by covetous- 
ness and folly, and deprived of thmr senses, all of them began’ 
to shamelessly exterminate the cities and towns established all 
over the universe.®* Filled with pride at the boons they had 
received, and driving before them, at all times and from all 
places, the gods with their attendants, they roamed at will 
over celestial forests and' other realms dear to the denizens of 
heaven and the delightful and sacred asylums of JRishis. And 
the wicked Bananas ceased to show any respect for anybody."-**' 
While the worlds were thus afflicted-, Cakra, surrounded by the 
Maruts, battled against the three cities by hurling his thunder 
upon them from- every side.** When, however, Purandara 
failed to pierce those cities made impenetrable, 0 king, by the 
Creator with his boons,** the chief of the celestials, filled with- 
fear, and leaving those cities, repaired with those very gods to 
that chastiser of foes, viz., the Grandsire, for representing unto- 
him the oppressions committed by the Asim’os.** Representing 

everything and bowing their heads untO| him, they asked the- 

divine Grandsire the means by which the triple city could 
be de 3 troyed.^‘ ^hfi illustrious Deity, hearing the words of 
Indra, told the go43,~[He that is an offender against you 
offends against;me ftlso !” The Asuras are all of wicked souls 
and always hate gpds ! .They that give pain to you always 
offend against me t am impartial to all creatures ! There is 
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no doubt ID thia ! For all that, however^ they that are an> 
righteous should be slain. This is my fixed vow Those 
three forts are to be pierced with one shaft. ' By no other 
means can their destruction be effected. None else, save 
Sthanu, is competent to pierce them with one shifft.** Ye 
Adityas, select SthSnu, otherwise called IgSna and Jishnu, who 
is never fatigued with work, as your warrior ! It is he that will 
destroy those Asuraa 1]** — Hearing these words of his, the 
gods with Oakra at their head, making Brahman take their 
leader, sought the protection of the Dmty having the bull for 
his mark.** Those righteous ones, accompanied by Biakia 
devoted to the severest penances and uttering the eternal words 
of the Vedas, sought Bhava with their whole soul.** And 
they praised, 0 king, in the high words of the Vedas, that 
dispeller of fears in .all situations of fear, that Universal 
Soul, that Supreme Soul, that one by whom this All is per- 
vaded with his Soul.** Then him who, by especial penances, 
had learnt to still all the functions of his Soul and under- 
stood the distinction of Soul from Matter,— him who had his 
soul always under control,** — him, called I^ana, — that lord of 
Uma, that mass of energy,— the gods beheld, — him, that is, 
who hath no equal in the universe, that source (of everything), 
that sinless Self.*' Though that Deity is one, they had imagin- 
ed him to be of various form.s. Beholding in that high-souled 
one those diverse forms that each had individually conceived in 
his own heart, all of them became filled with wonder.*’ Be- 
holding that Unborn one, that Lord of the universe, to be the 
embodiment of all creatures, the gods and the regenerate 
Rishis, all touched the Earth with their heads.'* Saluting 
them with the word— [Welcome]— and raising them from their 
bent attitudes, the illustrious Cankara addressed them smiling- 
ly, saying,— [Toll us the object of your visit !]*■— Oommanded 
by the Three-eyed god, their hearts became easy. They 
then said these words unto him :— Our repeated salutations 
to thee, 0 lord !'* Salutations to thee thf|t art the source of 
all the gods, Ao thee armed with the bow, to thee thatKart full 
of wrath ! Salutations to thee that had|t destroyed the sacri- 
fice of tb4t lord of creatures (viz., Haksha), to thee that art 
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adored by all the lords of creatures I" Salatatioia t6 tbee 
that art almya praised, to tbee that deservest to be praised, to 
thee that art Death’s self! Salutations to thee that art red, to 
thee, that art fierce, to thee that art blue-throated, to thee that 
art armed with the trident,** to thee that art incapable of being 
baffled, to thee that hast eyes as beautiful as those of the 
gazelle, to thee that tightest with the foremost of weapons ; to 
tiiee that deservest all praise, to thee that art pure, to thee that 
art destruction’s self, to thee that art the destroyer to thee that 
art irresistible, to thee that art Brahman, to thee that leadest the 
life «f a BmkmachSrin ; to thee that art I^ana ; to thee that 
art immeasurable, to thee that art the great controller, to thee 
that art robed in tatters ;** to thee that art ever engaged in 
penances, to thee that art tawny, to thee that art observant 
of vows, to tbee that art robed in animal skins ; to thee that 
art the sire of Kumara, to thee that art three-eyed, to thee 
that art armed with the foremost of weapons,'^ to thee that 
destroyest the afflictions of all that seek tk,H shelter, to thee 
that destroyest all haters of Brahmanas, td^'thee that art the 
lord of all trees, the lord of all men, the lord of all kine, and 
ever the lord of sacrifices !'* Salutations to thee that art 
always at the head of troops, to thee that art three-eyed, to thee 
that art endued with fierce energy ! We devote ourselves to 
thee in thought, word, and deed ! Be gracious unto us !]** — 
Gratified with these adorations, the holy one, saluting them 
with the word— [Welcome] — said unto them,— [Let your fears 
be dispelled ! Say, what we are to do for you !] — ’ ”** 


Section XXXIV. 

" *Duryodhana said,— After the feai^ of those throngs of the 
Pitris, the gods* and the Riahia had thhs bem dispelled by that 
high- souledDbity,; Brahman, then offered his adorations unto 
Cankara, and ssldt these words for the benefit of the universe :* 
— [Tbrangh ’ thy favor, 0 Lord of all, the Lordship of all crea- 
tures is mine 1 Occupying* that rank, 1 have given a great 
boon to the PSwiOos !* It behoveth none else, save tbee, 
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O Lord of tbo Past and the Future, to destroy those wicked 
trighis tjiat show no regardfor sny one l Thou, 0 god, art the 
only parson competent to slay the foes of these denizens of 
heaven that have sought thy protection and that solicit thee I 

0 Lord of all the gods, show favor to these ! Slay the Dana^ 
VOS, 0 wiolder of the trident!*'* O giver of honors; let the- 
universe, through thy grace, obtain happiness I 0 Lord of all 
the worlds, thou art the one^ whoso shelter should be sought! 
We all seek thy shelter !]* — 

“ ‘ — Sthanu said, — [Ail your foes should be slain, I think ! 

1 do not, however, venture to slay them single-handed! 'The 
enemies of the gods are possessed of might !* Therefore, all of 
you, united together; consume those enemies of yours in battle; 
with half my might ! Union is great strength !]' — 

• “‘—The gods said, — [Theirs is twice the energy and might 
of ourselves, we think, for we have already seen their energy 
and might !]*— 

‘ “ — The holy one said, — [Those sinful wights that have- 
offended against ye should be slain ! With half of my energy 
and might, slay all those enemies of yours !]’ — 

‘ “ — The gods said, — [We will not be able, 0 Mahe 9 wara, to 
boar half of thy energy ! With, on the other hand, half of 
our united might; do thou slay those foes !]'*— 

— The holy one said,— [If indeed, ye have not the ability 
to bear half of my might, then, endued with half of your 
united energy, I will slay them !]“ — ’ 

‘“Duryodhana continued,— The celestials then, addressing 
that god of gods, said, — [So be it]— 0 best of kings ! Taking 
half of their energies from all of them, he became superior in 
might.** Indeed, in might that god became superior to all in' 
the universe ! From that time Cankara came to be called 
Mahldeua.*'* And Mahideva then said, — [Armed with hbw 
and shaft, I will, from my car, slay in battle those foes of 
yours, ye denizens of hehven !'* Therefore, ye gods, see now to 
my car and bow and shaft so that I may, this very day, throw 
the Asuras doym on the Earth !]“— 

I ' I II m ill I III 1 / - j MXi— I— . 
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It '^The goda said, — [Oatbering all forms that may be found 
in ther ihree TTorlds and taking por6ions of each, we will, 0 Lord 
of th9 gods, construct a car of great energy for thee !‘* It will 
be a^large car, the handiwork of Vi^wakannan, designed with 
intelligence Ij^Sayihg this, those tigers among the gods began 
the construction of that car.*^ And they made Yiahnu and 
Soma and Huta^a the arrow for Cankara’s use. Agni became 
the staff, and Soma became the head, and Vishnu the point; 
0 king, of that foremost of arrows.** The goddess Earth, with 
her large cities and towns, her mountains and forests and is- 
lands» that home of diverse creatures, was made the car.** 
The Mandara mountain was made its axle ; and the great river 
Ganga was made its JanghU ; and the points of the compass, 
cardinal and subsidiary, became the ornaments of that car.** 
The constellations became its shaft ; the -Krita age became its 
yoke; and that best of snakes, viz., Vasuki, became the 
Kuvara of that car.” Himavat and Vindhya mountains be' 
came its Apaskara and AdkiaktkRna ; and the Udaya and the 
Asta mountains were made the wheels of that car by those fore- 
most ones among the gods.** The excellent Ocean, that abode 
of the Ddnavas, they made its other axle. The seven Rishis 
became the protectors of the wheels of that car.*' Ganga and 
Saraswati and Sindhu and the Sky became its Dhura ; all the 
other rivers and all the waters became the chords for binding 
the several limbs of that car.** Day and Night and the other 
divisions of time such as Kalas and Kdsthds, and the Seasons 
became its Anukarshct. The blazing planets and the stars 
became its wooden fence.** Religion, Profit, and Pleasure, 
united together, became its Trivenu, The herbs and the 
creepers, decked with flowers and fruits, became its bells.** 
Making the Sun and the Moon equal, these were made the 
(other two) wheels of that fiuremost of, cars. Day and Night 
were made its auspicious wings on the rig) it and the left.*!^ 
The ten foremost of snakes having Dhritarashtra for their first, 
all exce6dingl;f strong, formed the (other) shaft of that car. 
The Sky^was n^e its, (other) yoke, and the Clouds called /Sam- 
var^aJfca . and .^ weie the leathern strings of the yoke/ 

The two Twilights, and Dhriti, and Medhd, and Sthiti, and 
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Sannati,*** and the firmament bespangled with planets and 
stars, were made the skins for covering that car,. Those Begents 
of the world, viz., the Lords of the gods, of the waters, of 
the dead, and of treasnres,*!* were made the steeds, of that can** 
Kalaprishtha, and Nahnsha, and Karkotaka, and Bhananjaya, 
and the other snakes became the chords for binding the manes 
of the steeds.** The cardinal and the submdiary directions 
became the reins of the steeds of that car. The Vedic sound 
VcUihat became the goad, and OSyatri became the string 
attached to that goad.*' The fonr auspicious days were made 
the traces of the steeds, and the Pitria presiding over «them 
were made the hooks and pins.^'* Action and Truth and 
ascetic Penances and Profit, were made the chords of that car. 
The Mind became the ground upon which that car stood, and 
Speech the tracks upon which it was to proceed** Beautiful 
banners of various hues waved on the air. With lightning and 
tndra’s bow attached to it, that blazing car gave fierce light.'* 
That space of time which, on a former occasion, had, in the 
Sacrifice of the high-souled l 9 ana, been fixed as a Year, be- 
came the bow, and the goddess Savitri became the loud- sound- 
ing bowstring.** A celestial coat of mail was made, decked 
with costly gems, and impenetrable and effulgent, sprung from 
the wheel of Time." That golden mountain, viz., the beautiful 
Meru, became the flagstaff, and the clouds decked with flashes 
of lightning became its banners." Thus equipt, that car shone 
brilliantly like a blazing fire in the midst of the priests officiat- 
ing at a sacrifice. Beholding that car properly equipt, the 
gods became filled with wonder." Seeing the energies of the 
entire universe united together in one place, 0 sire, the gods 
wondered, and at last represented unto that illustrious Deity 


* These are embodiments or personifications of courage, intelligence, 
gravity, and humility.— T. 

t i. e, Indra, Yaruna, Tama, and Kuvera.— T. 

I The four auspicious days mentioned here are (1) the day of new 
moon, with a portion of the previous lunar day running into it, (2) the 
day of full rneoh, with a portion of the previous lunar day’ running 
into it, (3) the day of new tnoon by itself, ^nd the day of full moon 
byitsel?-T. 
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Aat tlio car’was r^ady/® After, 0 monarch, that best of cws 
had?thua been constructed by the gods, 0 tiger amongr men, 
for grinding their foes,*® Cankara placed upon it his own celes- 
tial |veapons, Making the sky its flagstaff, he placed upon it 
his bovine bull.** The Brahmana^s rod, the rod of Death, 
Rudra's rod, and Fever became the protectors of the sides of 
that car and stood with faces turned towards all sides.** Athar- 
van and Angiras became the protectors of the car-wheels of 
that illustrious warrior. The Rigveda, the Samaveda, and 
the' POTrtuas, stood in advance of that car,** The histories 
and* the Yajurveda became the protectors of the rear. All 
sacred Speeches and all the Sciences stood around it,** and 
all hymns, Q monarch, and the Vedic soui^ of Fas/mi also, 
And the syllable Om, 0 king, standing in the van of that car, 
made it exceeding beautiful.** Having made the Year adorned 
with the six seasons his bow, he made his own shadow the 
irrefragable string of that bow in that battle.** The illustrious 
Rudra is Death’s self ; the Year became his bow ; the Death- 
night, therefore, which is Rudra’s shadow, became the indes- 
tructible string of that bow.*^ Vishnu and Agni and Soma 
became (as already said) the arrow. The universe is said to 
consist of Agni and Soma. The universe is similarly said to 
consist of Vishnu.** Vishnu is, again, the Soul of the holy 
Bhava of immeasurable energy. For this the touch of that 
bowstring became xinbearable to the Asicras,^^ And the lord 
Cankara cast on that arrow his own .irresistible and fierce 
wrath, the unbearable fire of anger, viz., that which was born of 
wrath of Bhrigu and Angiras.*® Then He called Blue and 
Red, or Smoke, — that terrible Deity robed in skins, — looking 
like ten thousand Suns, and shrouded by the fire of superabun- 
dant Energy, blazed up with splendour.** That discomfitter 
of oven him that is difficult of being discoinfitted, that victor, 
that slayer of all haters of Brahma^ call jd also Hara, that 
rescuer of the Tighteous and destroyer of the unrighteous,** viz., 
the illustridtis Stb&nu, accompanied by many beings of terrible 
might lyid terrible ^fprms that were endued with the speed of 
the mind and cafabljj of agitating and crushing (all foes),* as if 
With all the fourteen faculties of the soul awake about him, 
15 
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lookeJ excoedinglj' resplendent.** Having his limbs for their 
refuge, this entire universe of mobile and immobile creatures 
that were present there, 0 king, looked beautiful, presenting a 
highly wonderful appearance.’* Beholding that car, duly equipt, 
he cased himself in mail and armed himself with the bow, and 
took up that celestial shaft born of Soma and Vishnu and Agni.** 
The gods, O king, then commanded that foremost of celestials, 
viz.. Wind, to breathe after that puissant Deity all the frag- 
rance that he carries.” Then Mahadeva, terrifying the very 
gods, and making the very Earth tremble, ascended that car 
resolutely.*^ Then the great Rishis, the Go/ndharvas, those 
throngs of gods and those diverse tribes of Apsaras, began to 
praise that Lord of the gods while he Avas about to ascend that 
car.” Adored by the regenerate Rishis, and praised by the 
eulogists and diverse tribes of dancing Apsants well-versed in 
the art of dancing,” that boon-giving lord, armed with scimitar 
and arrow and boov, looked very beautiful. Smiling, he then 
asked the gods, — [Who will become my driver ?]”— The gods 
answered him, saying, — [Ho Avhom thou wilt appoint, will, 0 
Lord of the gods, without doubt, become thy driver !]” — Unto 
them the god replied, — [Reflecting yourselves, without delay 
make him my driver who is superior to mo !]” — Hearing these 
words uttered by that high-souled Deity, the gods repaired unto 
the Grandsire and inclining him to grace, said these Avords - 
[We have accomplished everything, 0 holy one, that thou hadst 
ordered us to do in the matter of afflicting the foes of the 
celestials 1 The Deity having the bull for his mark has been 
gratified with us !** A car hath been constructed by us, equipt 
with many wonderful Avoapons! Wo do not, hoAvever, know 
who is to become the driver of that foremost of cars I** There- 
fore, let some foremost one among the gods be appointed as the 
driver ! 0 holy one, it behoveth thee to make true those words 

that thou, 0 lord, hadst then said to us !** Before this, 0 god, 
thou hadst even said to us that thou wouldst do us good ! 
It behoveth thee to accomplish that promise !*^ That irresis- 
tible and besjt of cars, that router of our foes, ha'tJi been 
constructed out of the; component parts of the celestials ! The 
Deity armed Avith PmSfca hath been male the warrior who is 
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to. stand on it 1 Striking the Danavm with fear, he is pre- 
pared for battle/* The four Vedae have become the four 
foremost of steeds. With her mountains, the Earth has be- 
come the car of that high souled one. The stars have becom(r 
the adornments of that vehicle. (As already said) Kara ia 
the warrior / We do not, however, see who is to become the 
driver/* A driver should be sought for that car who is 
superior to all these ! Equal to thee in importance is that car, 
O god, and Hara is the warrior ! Armour, and weapons, and 
bow, — these, — we have got already, 0 Grandsire Except 
thee,^ we do not behold any person that can make its driver! 
Thou art endued with every accomplishment ! Thou, O lord, 
art superior to all the gods Mounting upon that car with 
speed, hold tho reins of those foremost of steeds, for the vic- 
tory of the celestials and the destruction of their foes 1]’*— It 
has been heard by us that bowing with, their heads unto the 
Qrandsire, that Lord of the three worlds, tho gods sought to 
gratify him for inducing him to accept the drivership/* — 

‘ — The Grandsire said, — [There is nothing of untruth in 
all this that ye have said, ye denizens of heaven. I will hold 
tho reins of tho steeds for Kaparddin while ho will be engaged 
in fight ly* — Then that illustrious god, that Creator of the 
worlds, the Grandsire, was appointed by the gods as the 
driver of the high-souled l 9 ana/* And when ho was about 
to ascend quickly upon that car worshipped by all, those steeds, 
endued with tho speed of the wind, bowed themselves with 
their heads to the Earth/* Having ascended the car, the . 
illustrious Deity, viz., the Grandsire, resplendent with his own 
energy, took the reins and the goad.^^ Ihen the illustrious 
god, raising those steeds, addressed that foremost one among 
the gods, viz., Sthanu, saying,— -[Ascend !]^®— Then, taking that 
arrow composed of Vishnu and Soma and Agni, Sthanu ascend- 
ed the car, causing the foe to tremble by means of his bow/* 
The great liiMs, the Gandharvas, the thiongs of gods, and 
the diverse tribes of Apsaras, then praised that Lord of the 
gods after he had ascended tho car.*^ Eesplendent with beauty, 
th^ boon-giving Xbrd, armed with scimitar, shaft, .and bow, 
stayed on tho car, causing the three worlds to blaze forth 
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with his owii energy.** The great Deity once more said unto 
the gods headed by Indra, — [Ye should never grieve, doubting 
my ability to destroy the Asura8\** Know that the Asurm 
have already been slain by means of this arrow !] — The gods 
then answered, saying,— [It is true ! The Amras have already 
been slain !]**— Indeed, the gods, thinking that the words 
which the divine Lord had said could not be untrue, became, 
exceedingly gratified.** Then that Lord of the gods procee'ded, 
surrounded by all the gods, upon that largo car, 0 king, which 
had nothing to compare with it.** And the illustrious Deity 
was adored the while by the attendants that always wait jipon 
him, and by others that subsisted on meat, that were invin- 
cible in battle, and that danced in joy on the present occasion, 
running wildly on all sides and shouting at one another.** 
Rishis also, of great good fortune, possessed of ascetic merit, 
and endued with high qualities, as also the gods, wished for 
Mahadeva’s success.** When that boon-giving Lord, that dis- 
peller of the fears of the three worlds, thus proceeded, the 
entire universe, with all the gods, 0 best of men, became ex- 
ceedingly gratified.*® And the Rishis there adored that Lord 
of the gods with diverse hymns, and enhancitjg his energy, 
O king, took up their station there.** And millions upon 
millions of Oandharvas played upon diverse kinds of musical 
instruments at the hour of his setting out.** When the boon- 
giving Brahman, having ascended the car, set out for the 
Asuras, the Lord of the universe, smiling the while, said, — 
[Excellent, Excellent!’* Proceed, O god, to the spot where 
the Daityas are ! Urge the steeds wakefully ! Behold today 
the might of my arms while I slay the foe in battle I]** Thus 
addressed, Brahman urged those steeds endued with the fleet- 
ness of tho wind or thought towards that spot where the triple 
city, 0 king, stood, protected by the Raityaa and the Ranor 
‘uas.’* With those steeds worshipped by all the worlds, and 
which coursed with such speed that they seemed to devour the 
skies, tho illustrious god quickly proceeded for the victory of 
the denizens of heaven.** Indeed, when Bbava, riding on that 
car, set out towrw|s the triple city, his bull uttered tremendous 
mrs, filling ay the piwnts of the compass,** Hearing that 
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loud and terrible roar of the bull, many of the desoendants and 
followers of Taraka, those enemies of the go(j9, breathed their 
last.** ^ . Others amongst them stood, facing the foe, for battle. 
Then Sthanu, 0 king, armed with trident, became deprived of 
his senses in wrath, All creatures became frightened, and 
the three worlds began to tremble. Frightful portents appeared 
when he was on the point of aiming that shaft.*® In conse- 
quence, however, of the pressure caused by the weight of Soma, 
Agni, and Vishnu that were in that shaft, as also of the 
pressure caused by that of Brahman and Rudra and the latter’s 
bow,^that car seemed to sink.** Then Narayana, issuing out 
of the point of that shaft, assumed the form of a bull and 
raised that large car.^*^* During the time the car had sunk 
and the foe had began to roar, the illustrious Deity, endued 
with great might, began, from rage, to utter loud shouts,*®* 
standing, O giver of honors, on the head of his bull and the 
back of his steeds. At that time the illustrious Rudra was 
employed in eyeing the Ddnava city.*®^ While in that pos- 
ture, 0 best of men, Rudra cut off the teats of the horses 
and clove the hoofs of the bull.*®® Blessed be thou, from 
that date, the hoofs of all animals of the bovine species came 
to be cloven. And from that time, 0 king, horses, afflicted 
by the mighty Rudra of wonderful deeds, came to bo with- 
out teats.*®* Then Sarva, having stringed his bow and 
aimed that shaft with which he had united the Pdgupaia 
weapon, waited, thinking of the triple city.^®® And, 0 king, 
as Rudra thus stood, holding his bow, the three cities, during 
that time, became united.*®® .When the three cities, losing 
their separate characters, became united, tumultous became the 
joy of the high-souled gods.*®^ Then all the gods, the Siddhas^ 
and the great Jiis/tis, uttered the word Jayaj adoring Mahe- 
Qwara.*°® The triple city then appeared immediately before 
that god of unbearable energy, that the dei^y of fierce and 
indescribable form, that warrior who was desirous of slaying the 
ileitm^.*®* That illustrious deity, that Lord of the universe, 
then, drawing that celestial bow, sped that shaft which re- 
presented the might of tho^whole universe, at the triple city.**® 
Upon that forcmossli'^* of shafts, 0 thou of groat good fortune, 
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being shot, loud wails of woe were heard from those cities ass 
they began to fall down towards the Earth, Burning those 
Astiras, he threw them down into the Western ocean,**^ Thus 
was the triple city burnt and thus were the Danavas exter- 
minated by Mahejwara in wrath, from desire of doing good to 
the three worlds.^* The fire born of his own wrath, the three- 
eyed god quenched, saying, — [Do not, 0, reduce the three 
worlds to ashes 1]^'* — After this, the gods, the Rishis, and Ihe 
three worlds, became all restored to their natural dispositions, 
and gratified Sthanu of unrivalled energy with words of high 
import.”* Keceiving then the permission of the great god^the 
gods with the Creator at their head went away to the places 
they came from, their object accomplished after such effort."*' 
Thus did that illustrious Deity, that Creator of the worlds, that 
Lord of both the Gods and the Aswras, viz., Mahe 5 wara, did 
that which was for the good of all the worlds."* As the illustri- 
ou's Brahman, the Creator of the worlds, the Grandsire, the 
Supreme Deity ef unfading glory, acted as the driver of Rudra,"*^ 
so do thou restrain the steeds of the high-souled son of Radha 
like the Grandsire restraining those of Rudra !"* There is noit 
the slightest doubt, 0 tiger among kings, that thou art superior 
to Krishna, to Kama, and to Phalguna I"® In battle, Kama is 
like Rudra, and thou art like Brahman in policy. United, ye 
two, therefore, are competent to vanquish my foes that are even 
like the Awras."® Let, O Calya, that be speedily done today 
by which this Kama, grinding the Pandava troops, may be able 
to slay Kunti’s son owning white steeds and having Krishna 
for the driver of his car !**' Upon thee depend Kama, our- 
selves, our kingdom, and (our) victory in battle ! Hold the 
reins, therefore, of the excellent steeds (of Kama) !"* There 
is another story which I will narrate. Listen once more to it ! 
A virtuous Brahmana had recited it in the presence ef my 
father.^** Hearing those delightful words fraught with the 
reasons and purposes of acts, do, 0 Calya, what thou maysfe 
settle, without entertaining any scruples !‘** In the race of 
the Bhrigus was Jamadagni of severe ascetic penances. He 
had a son endubd with energy and every virtue, who l^ecarao 
celebrated by the name of Rama."* Prjfctising the austerest 
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penances, oF cheerful soul, bound to observances and vows, 
and looping his senses under control, he gratified the god Bhava 
for obtaining weapons.*** In consequence of his devotion and 
tran(|uillity of heart, Mahadeva became gratified with him. 
And Cankara, understanding the desire cherished in his heart, 
showed himself unto Rama.**^ And Mahadeva said,— [0 Rama, 
I am gratified with thee ! Blessed be thou, thy desire is 
known to me 1 Make thy spul pure ! Thou wilt then have 
all that you desire !*?• I will give thee all weapons when thou 
wilt become pure. Those weapons, 0 son of Bhrigu, bum a 
person that is incompetent and that , is not deserving of 
them!]*” — Thus addressed by that god of gods, that deity 
bearing the trident, the son of Jamadagni, bending his head 
unto that puissant and high-souled one, said,**® — [0 god of 
gods, it behoveth thee to give those weapons unto me that 
am always devoted to thy service, when, indeed, thou wilt re- 
gard me fit for holding them !]**' — 

‘“Duryodhana continued, — ^With penances then, and res- 
training his senses, and observances of vows, and worship and 
ofierings and with sacrifices and Homa performed with mantras, 
Rama adored Sarva for many long years.'** At last Mahadeva, 
pleased with the high-souled son of Bhrigu’s race, described 
him, in the presence of his divine spouse, as possessed of many 
virtues ;'** — [This Rama, of firm vows, is ever devoted to me !] 
— 'Gratified with him, the Lord Cankara thus repeatedly pro- 
claimed his virtues in the presence of the gods and the. Rishis, 
0 slayer of foes!'** Meanwhile, the Daityas became very 
mighty. Blinded by pride and folly, they afflicted the denizens 
of heaven.'** The gods then, uniting together, and firmly 
resolved to slay them, strove earnestly for the destruction of 
those foes. They, however, failed to vanquish them.'** The 
gods then, repairing to Mahetjwara the lord of Uma, began 
to gratify him with devotion, saying, — [Shy our foes!]'**— 
That god, having :primised the destruction of their foes unto 
the celestials, summoned R5ma the descendant of Bhrigu; 
And C^kara addressed Rama, saying,'** — [0 descendant of 
Bhrigu, slay all the assembled foes of the gods, from desire of 
doing good unto all the worlds as also for my satisfaction !]'**— 
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Thus addressed, Rama replied unto that boon-giving Lord of 
Three-eyes, saying,— [What strength have I, 0 chief of the 
gods, destitute as I am of weapons, to slay in battle the assem- 
bled JJJmvas that are accomplished in weapons and invincible 
in fight Mahe 5 wara said,— [Go thou at my command ! 
Thou shalt slay those foes ! Having vanquished all those ene- 
mies, thou shalt acquire numerous merits — Hearing these 

words and accepting them all, Rama, causing propitiatory rites 
to be performed for his success, proceeded against the Dana- 
Addressing those enemies of the gods that were endued 
with might and possessed with folly and pride, he said,*-[Y0 
Daityas that are fierce in battle, give me battle I have 
been sent by the God of gods to vanquish you !]— Thus address- 
ed by the descendant of Bhrigu, the Daityas began to fight.^^* 
The delighter of the Bhurgavas, however, slaying the Daityas 
in battle, with strokes whose touch resembled that of Indra's 
thunder,*** came back to Mahadeva. Jamadagni’s son, that 
foremost of Brahmanas, returned with many wounds on his per- 
son inflicted by the Ddnavas, Touched, however, by Sthanu, 
his wounds were immediately healed.**** Gratified also with 
that feat of his, the illustrious god gave diverse kinds of 
boons unto the high-souled son of Bhrigu.**^ With satisfaction 
in his heart, the trident-wielding god of gods said, — [The pain 
thou hast suffered in consequence of the fall of weapoos upon 
thy body evidences the superhuman feat that thou hast 
achieved, 0 delighter of the Bhrigu s ! As desired by thee, 
accept from me these celestial weapons l]»*®**» 

** ‘Duryodhana continued, — Having obtained all the celestial 
weapons and the boons that had been desired by him, Rama 
bowed unto Civa with his head.**^ Obtaining the leave also 
of the Lord of the gods, that great ascetic went away. This is 
the old story that the Rishi had recited.*®* The descendant of 
Bhrigu gave the whole science of weapons unto the high-souled 
Kama, 0 tiger among kings, with delighted heart !*** If 
Kama had any fault, 0 lord of Earth, the delighter of Bhrigu'S 
race would ne^w have given him his celestial weapons !*** I 

♦ I expand 146 a iittle.— T. 
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do not tbink that Kama could have been born in the Suta 
order. I think him to be the son of a god, born in the Kshatriya 
orJe^.^** I think that he was abandoned (in infancy) in order 
that the race in which he was born might be ascertained (by 
his features and feats). By no means, 0 Calya, could this 
Kama have been born in the Suta order With his (natural) 
ear-rings and (natural) coat of mail, this mighty car warrior 
of long arms, resembling Surya himself, could not be borne 
by a common woman even as a she-deer can never bear a 
tiger 1**® His arras are massive, each resembling the trunk 
(tf a prince of elep-hants ! Behold his chest that is so broad 
and capable of resisting every foe Kama, otherwise called 
Vaikartana, 0 king, cannot be an ordinary person ! Endued 
with great valour, this disciple of Rama, 0 king of kings, is a 
high-souled personage ! — ’ 


Section XXXV, 

“ ‘Duryodhana said,— Even thus did that illustrious Deity, 
that Grandsire of all the worlds, viz,. Brahman, act as driver 
on that occasion and Rudra become the warrior.* The driver 
of the car, G hero, should be superior to the warrior on it* 
Therefore, 0 tiger among men, do thou hold the reins of tho 
steeds in this battle !* As on that occasion the Grandsire had 
been selected with care by all the celestials, indeed, 0 great 
king, as one greater than Cankara was selected by the gods, so 
thou that art superior to Kama art now selected by us with 
care ! Like the Grandsire holding the reins of Rudra s steeds, 
do thou hold, without delay, the reins of Kama’s steeds in 
battle, 0 thou of great splendour 

“ ^Calya said,— 0 foremost of men, many a time have I 
heard this excellent and celestial history, recited to me, of 
those two lions among gods 1* Indeed, I have heard how the 
Grandsire acted ^ the driver of Bhava, and how the Asttras 
also, Q Bhar^U, . w^ro all destroyed with one shaft !* Krishna 
also had knowledge/ of all this before, the knowledge, viz., of 
how the illustrious Grandsire had become tho driver on that 
occasion of yore! Inlleed, Krishna knoweth the past and the 
IG 
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•future with all th.eir details!’ Knowing this foot, he beeainre 
the driver, 0 Bharata, of Partha like the Self-create becoming 
the driver of Eudra,* If the Siita’s son, by some means,' suc- 
ceeds in slaying the son of Kunti, Ke^ava, beholding Partha 
slain, will fight himself. That bearer of the conch, the discus, 
and the mace, will then consume thy army.’ There is no king 
here that will stay in the ranks in front of that illustrious one 
of Vrishni’s race when he will be excited with wrath ! — 

“Sanjaya said,— -‘Unto the ruler of the Madras who was 
■speaking in that strain, that chastiser of foes, viz,, thy mighty- 
armed son of cheerful soul replied, saying,"— Do not, O 
mighty-armed one, think disparagingly of Kama, otherwise 
called Vaikartana, in battle, — that warrior who is the foremost 
of all wielders of arms and who is acquainted with the mean- 
ing of the whole body of our scriptures !‘* Hearing the terri- 
ble and loud twang of his' bow and the sound of his palms, 
the Pandava troops fly away on all sides." Thou hast witness- 
ed it with thy own eyes, 0 mighty armed one, how Ghatot- 
kacha, (screened by) his illusions before him, and displaying 
hundreds of illusions, was still slain that night (by Kama) !** 
Feeling a great fear all these days, "Vibhatsu could never stand, 
fronting Kama !'* The mighty Bhimasena also, moved hither 
and thither by the horn of Kama’s bow, was, 0 king, addressed 
in diverse harsh words such as — Fool and Glutto^i I" — The two 
brave sons of Madri also were defeated by K-arna in great battle, 
though, from some object he had in view, he did not, 0 sire, 
slay them then I" That foremost one of "Vrishni’s race, viz., 
the heroic Satyaki, the chief of the Satwata clan,^ was van- 
quished by Kama and made earless" Others, such as all the 
Srinjayas headed by Dhrishtadyumna, have been repeatedly 
defeated in battle by Kama with the greatest ease I" How, 
indeed, will the Pandavas vanquish that great car-warrior in 
battle who (has achieved all these feats and who), excited with 
wrath, is competent to slay Furandara himself armed with the 
thunder-bolt, in fight? ’* Thyself also, 0 hero, art acquainted 
with every weapon I Thou art, again, the master of ^11 bran- 
ches of learning ! There is none on Earth who is thy equal in 
might of arms !*‘ Irresistible in prowew, thou art like a darti 
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thy enemies ! Ifc is for this, 0 king, that; thou, 
0* slayer of foes, art called paiyce !** Encountering the might 
of thy arras, all the Satwatas were unable to get the better of 
it ! Is Krishna superior to thee in might of arms, 0 king ?** 
Indeed, as Krishna is to bear the burthen of the Pandiva 
troops upon the slaughter of Partha, even so art thou tb bear 
the burthen of this vast (Kaurava) force if Kama lays down 
his life 1®* Why should he be able to resist my troops and why 
shouldst not thou be able to ' slay the hostile troops, 0 sire ?** 
For thy sake, O' sire, I would willingly follow the footsteps of 
my (slain) brothers and the other heroic kings of the Earth !-*’** 

** ‘Galya said,— 0' son of Gandhari, when thou, 0 giver of 
honors, describest me before thy troops to be superior to the 
son of Devaki, I am exceedingly gratified with thee !*^ I ac- 
cept the drivership of the celebrated son of Radha when ho 
will fight with that foremost of the sons of Panda, as thou 
desirest !** I have, however, 0 hero, a compact to make with 
Vaikartana, and that is this :— [I will utter whatever words 
I may wish, in this one’s presence 1] — 

Sanjaya continued; — ‘Thy son then, 0 king, with Kama, 
0’ sire, answered the ruler of the Madras, saying, — Let it be 
so! — in the presence of all the Kshatriyas.*^ Assurred by 
Galyas acceptance of the drivership, Duryodhana, filled with 
joy, embraced Karha.** Eulogised (by bards and panegyrists 
around), thy son then once more addressed Kama, saying -- 
Slay all the Parthas in battle, like the great Indra slaying the 
Danavas /** — Galya having accepted the office of bolding the 
reins of his steeds, Kama, with a cheerful heart, once more 
addressed Duryodhana, saying,** — The ruler of the Madras 
not say very cheerfully what he says. 0 king, solicit him 
once more in sweet words !** — ^Thus addressed, the rniglity king 
Duryodhana, possessed of great wisdom and accomplished iir 
everything, once more spoke unto that lord of Earth, viz., 
Galya the ruler of the Madras, in a voice deep as that of iho 
clouds and filling the whole region there with the sound of 
that voice :**— 0: Galya, Kama thinks that ho should fight 
with jSrjuna' tqday ! 0 tiger among men, hold the reins of 
Kama’s steeds in bultle I** Having slain all the other warriors, 
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Kama desires to shy Plialgiina. I solicit thee, 0 Idiig, repeat^ 
edly, in the matter of holding the reins of his steeds !” Asr 
Krishna, that foremost of all drivers, is the counsellor of Par- 
tha, even so do tbou protect the son of Radha today from every 
danger ! — *** 

“Sanjaya continued, — Embracing thy son then, Calya the 
ruler of the Madras, joyfully answered that slayer of foes, 
viz., Duryodhana, saying,^® — If this what thou thinkest, O 
royal son of Gandhari, O thou of handsome features, I shall, 
for that, accomplish everything that may be agreeable to 
thee I*® O chief of the Bharatas, for whatever acts I njay be 
fit, employing myself therein with my whole heart, I will bear 
the burthen of those acts of thine Let Kama, however and 
thyself pardon me all those words, agreeable or disagreeable, 
that I may speak unto Kama from desire of his good ! — 

'“Kama said, — O ruler of the Madras, be thou ever en- 
gaged in our good as Brahman in that of l 5 ana, as Kegava in 
that of Pilrtha ! — 

“ ‘Calya said, — These four kinds of conduct, viz,, self- 
rebuke and self-praise, speaking ill of others and adulation of 
others, are never practised by those that arc respectable.'^'* 
That, however, 0 learned one, which I shall say, for inspiring 
thy confidence, is fraught with self adulation. For all that, 
listen to it duly O puissant one, like MStali himself, I am 
fit to act as the driver of even Indra in watchfulness, in manag- 
ing the steeds, in knowledge of coming danger and of th-e 
means of avoiding it, and in competence to avoid it in prac- 
tice !** When thou wilt be engaged in battle with Partha, I 
will hold the reins of thy steeds ! Let thy anxiety be dispelleci^ 
O Suta's son !— ’ 


Section XXXVI 

' “Duryodhana said, — This one, 0 Kama, will act as the 
driver, this ruler of the Madras, who is superior to Krishna^ 
like Matali the driver of the chief of the celestials !* Indeed^ 
as Matali taketih the rnanageraent of the car unto 'which th® 
stccils of Indra arc attachodj oven so will* Calya be the dj‘i''er 
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cHT the steeds of thy car today !* With thyself as warrior on 
that vehicle and the ruler of the Madras as its driver, that fore- 
most of cars will certainly vanquish the Parthas in battle 
^'Sanjaya continued, — *When the morning earned 0 monarch, 
Duryodbana once more addressed the ruler of the Madras 
endued with great activity, saying,^— tQ ruler of the Madras, 
hold the reins, in battle, of Kama’s foremost of steeds I Pro- 
tected by thee, the son of Radha will vanquish Dhananjaya !-— 
Thus addressed, Calya, answering, — So be it,— ascended the 
car, O Bharata!* When Calya approached that car, Kama, 
with*a cheerful heart, addressed his driver, saying,— 0 chario- 
teer, quickly equip the car for me !® — Having duly equipt that 
triumphal car, the foremost of its kind, which resembled the 
vapory mansions in the sky, Calya presented it to Kama, 
saying, — Blessed be thou, victory to thee 1’ — Then Kama, that 
foremost of car-warriors, duly worshipping that car which had 
in days of old been sanctified by a priest conversant with 
*and circumambulating it and carefully adoring the 
god Surya, addressed the ruler of the Madras standing near, 
saying, — Ascend the vehicle — Thereupon Calya of mighty 
energy ascended that large, invincible, and foremost of cars, 
belonging to Kama, like a lion ascending a mountain summit.*® 
Beholding Calya stationed, Kama ascended his excellent car, 
like the Sun riding on a mass of clouds charged with light- 
ning.** Mounted on the same car, those two heroes endued 
with the splendour of the Sun or fire, looked resplendent like 
Surya and Agni sitting together on a cloud in the firmament.** 
Eulo'gised then (by bards and panegyrists) those two heroes of 
great effulgence looked like Indra and Agni adored with hymns 
in a sacrifice by Ritwiks and Saddsyas,^^ Kama stood on that 
car the reins of whose steeds were held by Calya, stretching 
his formidable bow, like the Sun himself within a halo of cir- 
cular light.** Stationed on that foremost )f cars, that tiger 
among men, viz., Kama, with his shafts constituting his ra} s, 
looked beautiful - like the Sun on the Mandara mountains.** 
Unto tha» mighty^armed son of Radha, that warrior of im- 
measurable energy* stwjioncfl on his car for battle, Duryodbana 
said these words son of Adhiratha, 0 hero, do thou 
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achieve that feat, difficult of accomplishment, which Dfotist; 
and Bhishma have not achieved, in the very sight of all the; 
bowmen 1*’ I had always believed that those two mighty car- 
warriors, viz., Bhishma and Drona, would, without doubt, 
slay Arjuna and Bhimasena in battle !" Like a second wielder 
of the thunder-bolt, 0 son of Eadha, do thou in great battle* 
achieve that feat worthy of a hero which was not achieved^ by 
those two!*® Either seize king Yudhishthira the just or slay 
Dhananjaya and Bhimasena, 0 son of RadhS, and the twin 
sons of Madri !** Blessed be thou, let victory be thine ! Set 
out for battle, 0 tiger among men ! Reduce to ashes aU the 
troops of Pandu’s son !** — Then thousands of trumpets and 
tens of thousands of drums, sounded together, produced a 
noise like that of the clouds in the welkin.**. Accepting those 
words (of Duryodhana), that foremost of car-warriors stationed 
op his car, viz., the son of Radha, addressed Calya, that 
warrior accomplished in battle, saying,** — Urge the steeds, 
O mighty-armed one, so that I may slay Dhananjaya and 
Bhimasena and both the twins and king Yudhishthira !** O’ 
Calya, let Dhananjaya behold today the might of my arms, 
when I will be engaged in shooting shafts winged with Kunka 
feathers, in hundreds and thousands !*• Today, O Calya, I will 
shoot shafts of great energy for the ^destruction of the Panda- 
vas and the victory of Duryodhana* — ** 

“ ‘Calya said,— 0 Suta’s son, why dost thou think so low 
of the sons of Pandu, all of whom are endued with great might, 
all of whom are groat bowmen, and all of whom are acquainted 
with every weapon ?** They are unretreating, of great good 
fortune, invincible, and of prowess incapable of being baffled ! 
They are capable of inspiring fear in the heart of Indra him- 
self !** When, 0 son of Radha, thou wilt hear the twang of 
Odndiva in battle, resembling the peal of the thunder itself, 
thou wilt not then utter such speeches I*® When thou wilt 
behold Dharma’s son and the twins causing a canopy, like that 
of the clouds in the welkin, with their sharp arrows,'* and the 
other invincible ,kings (of the Pandava army), en^ed with 
great lightness of hands and shooting (showers of shafts) and 
weakepip^ their foes, then thou wilt not .utter such words 
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^'Sanjaya continued,— ‘Disregarding those words spoken by 
the ruler of the Madras, Kama addressed him endued witfi 

‘great activity, saying,— Proceed ! — 

.it- 

Section XXXVII. 

.'“Sanjaya said, — ‘Beholding the mighty bowman Kama 
take up his station from desire of battle, the Kauravas, filled 
with delight, uttered loud shouts from every side.* With the 
beat of cymbals and the sound of drums, with the whizz of 
divefse kinds of arrows and the roars of combatants endued 
With great activity, all thy troops proceeded to battle, making 
-death only the point at which to stop*. When Kama set out 
and the warriors of the Kuru army were filled with joy, the 
Earth, 0 king, trembled and made a loud noise*. The seven 
great planets including the Sun seemed to proceed against one 
another (for combat). Meteoric showers became noticeable and 
all the quarters seemed ablaze.* Thunders fell from a cloud- 
less sky, and fierce winds began to blow.' Animals and birds 
in large numbers kept thy army to their right, foreboding great 
calamities.* After Kama had set out, his steeds tumbled 
down on the Earth. A frightful shower of bones fell from 
the sky.^ The weapons (of the Kuru warriors) seemed to be 
ablaze ; their standards trembled ; and their animals, 0 mon- 
arch, shed copious tears.* These and many other terrible and 
awful portents appeared for the destruction of the Kurus.* 
Stupified by Destiny, none of them regarded those portents 
at all. Beholding the Suta’s son set out,, all the rulers of 
men (in the Kaurava army) cried victory to him. The Kaura- 
vas regarded the Pandavas to have been already vanquished.** 
That slayer of hostile heroes, that foremost of car-warriors, viz., 
Vaikartana, as he stayed on his car, retollecting the death of 
Bhishma and Drona, blazed up with spfenc our like the Sun or 
fire.** Refl^ctin^ on the mighty feats of F&rtha, and burning, 
with self conceit and pride, and blazing with wrath, and breath- 
ing. longiand hard, ^e addressed Calya and said these words :** — 
When stationed on my , car and armed with my bow, I Would 
not take fright at Indra hiniself armed with the thunder and 
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excised with wrath ! Beho/ding those great heroes headed by 
Bhishma lying oh the field oY battle, I do not feel any anxiety 
Seeing even the faultless Bhishma and Drona^ equal unto 
Indra and Vishnu, those crushers of foremost of cars and steeds 
and elephants, those heroes that were unslayable, slain by the 
foe, I do not still experience any fear in this battle Ac- 
quainted with mighty weapons, and himself the foremost of 
Brahmanas, why, indeed, did not the preceptor slay in battle 
all foes, seeing them destroy the mightiest of our kings with 
their drivers and elephants and cars?^* Remembering that 
Drona in great battle, I tell you truly, listen to me, ye Rurus, 
there is none amongst you, save myself, that is competent to 
bear the advancing Arjuna, that warrior who resembles Death 
himself in his fiercest form !** In Drona were the skill atten- 
dant on practice, and might, and bravery, and the highest of 
weapons, and policy. When even that high-souled one had to 
succumb to Death, I regard all the others (of our army) 
strengthless and on the point of death.* In this world I do not 
find anything, even on reflection, to be stable, in consequence of 
the inevitable connection of acts. When the preceptor himself 
is dead, who then will indulge in the certain belief that he will 
live till even today^s sun-rise When the preceptor was thus 
slain by the enemy in battle, without doubt, weapons, ordinary 
and celestial, and might and prowess and achievements, and 
wise policy, are not able to compass the happiness of man !*• 

In energy Drona was equal to fire or the Sun, in prowess he 
resembled Vishnu or Purandara, in policy he was equal to 
Vrihaspati or U 5 anas ; irresistible as he was, weapons could 
not yet protect him !*• When (our) women and children are 
weeping and uttering loud wails, when the valour of the 
Dhartarashtras has been defeated, I know it, 0 Calya, that it 
is I who am to fight Proceed, therefore, against the army of 
our enemies !** Who else, save myself, will be able to bear 
those troops amongst whom are stationed the royal son ©f 
Panda firm in truth, and Bhimasena and Arjuna, and Satyaki, 
and the twins t®* Therefore, 0 ruler of the Madras proceed 
quickly, in this battle, towards the Panchalas, the Fanda- 
vas, and the Srinjayas ! Encountering them in battle, either 
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I Will slay them or go myself to Yama's presence by tho 
path taken by Drona J” Do not think, 0 Calya, that I will 
not go into the very midst of those heroes J These intestine 
dissensions cannot be tolerated by me. (Without seeking to 
tolerate them) I will even follow in the wake of Drona !*** 
Wise or ignorant, when his period is run out, everybody is 
C'^ually regarded by the Destroyer; no one can escape. 0 learned 
one, for this, I will proceed against the Parthas. I am unable 
to transgress my destiny 1” The son of Yichitravirya’s son 
is, 0 king, always engaged in doing me good. For the accom- 
plishment of his purposes, I will cast away my life-breaths 
that are so dear, and this body that is so difficult of being cast 
away !“* This foremost of cars, covered with tiger-skins, with 
axle producing no sound, equipt with a golden seat, endued with 
triventc made of silver, and unto which are yoked these fore- 
most of steeds, Rainn gave unto me !” Behold, also, 0 Calya, 
these beautiful bows, these standards, these maces, these shafts 
of fierce forms, this blazing sword, this mighty weapon, this 
white conch of fierce and loud blare.** Riding upon this car 
decked with banners, its wheels prodiicinsr a rattle deep as that 
of the thunder, having white steeds yoked unto it, and adorned 
with excellent quivers, I will, putting forth my might, slay in 
battle that bull among car-warriors, viz., Arjuna !** If Death 
himself, that universal consumer, were to protect with vigilance 
the son of Pandu in battle, I would still encounter him in 
fight and either slay him or myself go to Yama s presence 
following Bhishma !*® If Yama, Vanina, Knvera, and Vasava, 
with all their followers, coming hither, unitedly protect the son 
of Pandu in great battle, what need of many words, I will still 
vanquish him with them ! — 


* Nilakantha explains this verse in a different way, taking 

Curdnam to refer to Bhishma and others, instead of to Yudhishthira and 

others. The meaning, he anggeata, is,— Done i think, 0 Calya, that I 
will not have to go into the midst of Bhishma and others ; (i. e., I will 
have to be numbered amongst them) ; any injury, however, to my friend 
(Duryodkana) is what I will never suffer; ft. e., I will fight to the 
best of ray powers^ lest by * doing otherwise I injure Duryodhana’s 
CAuae) ; &c,, A;c.— T. 




MAHABHAEATA. 


13KJ 


"Sanjaya continued, — 'Hearing these words of the bragging 
Karna who was oxoeedingly delighted with the prospect of 
battle, the valiant king of the Madras, deriding him, laughed 
aloud, and gave him the following reply for checking him.** 

“ ‘Galya said, — Forbear, forbear, O Karna, from such brag ! 
Thou art in transports of delight and sayest what thou shouldst' 
never say ! Where is Dhananjaya, that foremost of men, apd 
where again, art thou, 0 lowest of men !’* Who else, save 
Arjuna, could ravish the younger sister of (Ke^ava) that fore- 
most of all persons, having forcibly agitated the home of the 
Yadus that was protected by the younger brother of Indra and 
that resembled heaven itself that is guarded by the chief of the 
celestials ?•* What man, save Arjuna who is endued with prow- 
ess that is equal to the prowess of the chief of the celestials, 
could, on the occasion of the dispute caused by the slaughter of 
an animal, summon Bhava, the Lord of Lords, the Creator of 
the worlds, to battle ?“ For the sake of honoring Agni, Jaya 
had vanquished Asttras and gods and great snakes and men 
and birds and IHgdchas and Yakshas and RaksJmsas with his 
shafts and gave unto that god the food he had desired !** Dost 
thou remember, 0 Karna the occasion when, slaughtering 
those foes in large numbers with his excellent shafts endued 
with the effulgence of the Sun, Phalguna liberated Dhrita- 
rashtra’s son himself among the Kurus ?** Dost thou remem- 
ber the occasion when, thyself having been the first to fly away, 
the quarrelsome sons of Dhritarashtra were liberated by the 
Pandavas after the latter had defeated those rangers of the 
skies (viz,, the Oandftaj'vas headed by Cbitraratha) ?•• On the 
occasion also of the seizure of (Virata’s) kine, the Kauravas, 
swelling with numbers in respect of both men and animals, and 
having the preceptor and the preceptor’s son and Bhishma 
amongst them, were vanquished by that foremost of men ! 
Why, O, didst thou not vanquish Arjuna then ?** For thy 
destruction another excellent battle has now presented itself! 
If thou dost not fly away from fear of thy enemy, know, O 
Suta’s son, that as soon as thou goest to battle thou wilt be 
slain ! — 

“San jaya continued,— ‘When the ruler" of the Madras WM 
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nrost heartily engaged in addressing these harsh speeches te 
Kama and uttering these praises of the latter*8 foe, that scor- 
cher of foes, viz., the commander of the Kuru army, excited 
with rage, said these words unto the Madra king : — 

“ ‘Kama said,— Let it be so, let it be so ! Why, however, 
dost thou indulge in Arjuna^s praises ? A battle is about' to 
ensue between myself and him. If he vanquishes me in fight, 
then will these thy praises be regarded as well-uttered 1 — 

“Sanjaya continued, — ‘The ruler of the Madras said, — Let 
it be so, — and gave no reply. W'hen Kama, from desire of 
fight, addressed Galya, saying, — Proceed!*® — then that great 
car-warrior, having white steeds yoked unto his vehicle and own- 
ing Galya for his charioteer, proceeded against his foes, slaying 
large numbers in battle along his way, like .the Sun destroying 
the darkness.** Indeed, on that car covered with tiger-skins 
and having white steeds yoked unto it, Kama proceeded with a 
cheerful heart, and beholding the army of the Pandavas, speedi- 
ly enquired after Dhananjaya/ ”*• 


Section XXX VIII 

'"Sanjaya said, — ‘After Kama, gladdening thy army, had set 
cut for battle, he spoke unto every Pandava soldier that he met 
with, even these words:* — Unto him that will today point out 
the high-souled Dhananjaya of white steeds to me, I will give 
whatever wealth he desires.® If having got it he does not 
become satisfied, I shall, in addition, give him, — him, that is, 
that will discover Arjuna to me,— a cart-load of jewels and 
gems I® If that does not satisfy the person who discovers 
Arjuna to me, I will give him a century of kine with as many 
vessels of brass for milking tho.se animals.* I will give w 
hundred foremost of villages unto rthe person that discovers 
Arjuna to me,. J will also give him that shows Arjuna to me a 
number. of long-tressed damsels of black eyes and a car unto 
which shall be . yoked white mules.® If that dees not satisfy 
the person that discovers Arjuna to me, I shall give him an- 
other foremost of c;1ts, made of gold, and having six- bulls 
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yoked unto it that shall be as large as elephants,** I shall also 
give unto him a hundred damsels decked with ornaments, 
with collars of gold, fair-complexioned,f and accomplished in 
singing and dancing,^ If that does not satisfy the person that 
discovers Arjuna to me, I shall give him a hundred elephants, 
a hundred villages, and a hundred cars* and ten thousand 
steeds of the foremost of breed, fat, docile, endued with many 
excellent qualities, capable of dragging cars, and well-trained.® 
I shall also give to the person that discovers Arjuna to me four 
hundred kine, each with golden horns and her calf If that 
does not satisfy the person that discovers Arjuna to me, I §hall 
make him a more valuable gift, viz., five hundred steeds,** 
adorned with trappings of gold and decked with jewelled orna- 
ments. I shall also give eighteen other steeds of great doci- 
lity.** I shall also give the person that discovers Arjuna to me 
a bright car made of gold and adorned with diverse ornaments 
and having foremo.st of Kamvoja steeds yoked unto it,** If 
that does not satisfy the person that discovers Arjuna to me, 
I shall make him a more valuable gift, viz., six hundred ele- 
pliants,*® with chains of gold around their necks, and covered 
with housings of gold, born in the western shores of tlie ocean, t 
and trained by elephant-trainers.** If that does not satisfy the 
person that discovers Arjuna to me, I shall make him a more 
valuable gift, viz., fourteen Vai 9 ya villages,** teeming with 
people, full of wealth, situated in the proximity of forests and 
rivers, free from all sorts of danger, well furnished (with other 
necessaries), and worthy of being enjoyed by kings.* To him 
that will discover Dhananjaya to me I shall also give a hundred 
female slaves, with golden collars, belonging to the country 
of the Magadhas, and of very youthful age.** If that does not 

* Or, it may mean, “that shall have six elephants attached to it and 
acting as its bulls.” — T. 

f The word as applied to a damsel, means one whose skin is 

warm in winter and cold in summer, and whose complexion is bright as 
heated gold.— T. 

J I think one can trace a reference to Africa in this expression. 
The original is aptira?^fe^/iu, i, on the other end ; very probablyj it 
tuaan3, as 1 have put it, the other shore of tht» ocean. — T. 
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flfaliisfy the person that discovers Arjiina to me, I will make 
him a more valuable gift, — that, indeed, which he himself will 
solicit/* Sons, wives, and articles of pleasure and enjoyment, 
that I have, — these all, — I shall give him if he desires them 
Indeed, unto him who discovers Kegava and Arjuna to me, 
I shall, after slaying those two, give all the wealth that may 
be left by them !*‘— Having uttered these diverse speeches, 
in that battle, Kama blow his excellent conch, sea-born and 
producing a sweet blare.®* Hearing these words of the Suta's 
son that were suitable to his disposition, Duryodhana, 0 king, 
with all his followers, became filled with joy/* At that juncture 
the beat of cymbals and drums, and leonine shouts, and grunts 
of elephants, with the sounds of diverse musical instruments,®* 
arose there, 0 king, among the (Kaurava) troops, 0 bull among 
mem The shouts also of warriors filled with joy arose there.*® 
When the (Kaurava) troops were thus filled with joy, the ruler 
of the Madras, laughing in scorn, said these words unto that 
grinder of foes, viz., the son of Kadha, that mighty car- 
warrior who was about to plunge into that ocean of battle and 
who was indulging in such vain brag/ 


Section XXXIX. 

“ ‘Calya said, — Do not, 0 Sutas son, give away to any man 
a golden car with six bulls of elephantine proportions ! Thou 
wilt obtain a sight of Dhananjaya today [‘ From foolishness 
thou art giving away wealth as if thou wert the Lord of trea- 
sures ! Without any trouble, however, 0 son of Radha, thou 
wilt behold Dhananjaya today !* Thou art for giving away this 
wealth like a senseless person ; but thou seest not the demerits 
attaching to those gifts that are made to undeserving persons !® 
With that large wealth which thou art desirous of giving away, 
thou art certainly able to perform many sacrifices ! Therefore, 
O Suta s son, do thou perform those sacrifices !* As regards 
thy desire, entertained from folly, that is surely vain ! We 
have never heard of a couple of lions having been overthrown 
by a fox T® Thou seekest jvhat should never be sought by 
thcc ! Ib seems that tlhou hast no friends for forbidding thcc 
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that art for spsedily falling into a blazing fire !' Thou art un 
able to discriminate between what thou shouldst do and wha: 
thou shouldst not ! Without doubt, thy period is full ! Whal 
man desirous of living would utter speeches that are so in^ 
coherent and undeserving of being listened to V This thjf 
endeavour is like that of a person desirous of crossing the ocean 
by the aid of only his two arms after having attached to hh 
neck a heavy stone, or of one desirous of leaping down ' from 
the summit of a mountain !* If thou art desirous of winning 
what is for thy good, fight with Dhananjaya, well protected 
from within thy arrayed division, and aided by all thy warriors !* 
I say this to thee for the good of lihritarashtra’s son and not 
from any ill will to thee ! If thou hast any wish for preserving 
thy life, then accept the words spoken by me ! — 

“ ‘Kama said, — Relying on the might of my own arms I 
seek Arjuna in battle. Thou, however, that art a foe with the 
face of a friend, dcsircst to frighten me!" No person shall 
deter me from this resolution, not even Indra himself uplifting 
bis thunder, what then need be said of a mortal ! — 

‘ Sanjaya continued, — ‘At the conclusion of these words oi 
Kama, Calya, the ruler of the Madras, desirous provoking 
Kama exceedingly, said these words in reply." — When keen- 
pointed sha'its winged with Kanka feathers, shot by Phalgnna 
of mighty arms and impelled from his bowstring and sped with 
all his energy, will seek thee, then wilt thou lament thy en- 
counter with that hero !'* When Partha, called also Savya- 
sachin, taking up his celestial bow, will scorch the (Kuru) 
army and afflict thee exceedingly with keen shafts, then, 0 
Suta’s son, wilt thou repent (of thy folly) !'* As a child lying 
on the lap of its mother seeks to seize the Moon, even so dost 
thou, from folly, seek to vanquish the resplendent Arjuna 
stationed on his car !" In desiring, O Kama, to fight today 
with Arjuna of keen-edged feats,* thou art for rubbing all 
thy limbs against the keen-edges of a trident." This thy 
challenge of Arjuna, O Suta’s son, Ls like that of a foolish 
young little deer of activity challenging a huge lion excited 

• I translate the expression literally,— Tr 
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'rt'Ifih wrath !" Do not, 0 Suta’sson, challenge that prince of 
mighty energy like a fox gratified with meat in the forest 
challenging the maned monarch of the forest ! Do not be des- 
troyed, encountering Arjuna !" Thou, 0 Kama, challengest 
Dhananjaya the son of Friths, even like a hare challenging a 
mighty elephant with tusks large as plough-shafts, and with the 
juice i^uing out of its mouth and rent cheeks !*• From folly 
thou art piercing with a piece of wood the black cobra of 
virulent poison excited to fury within its hole, in desiring to 
fight with Partha !** Endued with little understanding, thou, 
O Kama, disregarding that lion among men, viz., the son of 
Pandu, yellest at him, like a jackal that, disregarding a maned 
lion excited with wath, yells at him !" As a snake, for its 
own destruction, challenges that foremost of birds, viz., Vina- 
ta’s son possessed of beautiful plumage and great activity, even 
so dost thou, O Kama, challenge Dhananjaya the son of Par- 
tha !** Thou desirest to cross without a raft the terrible ocean, 
the receptacle of all the waters, with its mountain waves and 
teeming with acquatic animals, when at its height at the rise 
of the Moon !’* 0 Kama, thou challengest Dhananjaya the 
son of Prltha to battle even like a calf challenging a smiting 
bull of keen horns and neck thick as a drum !" Like a frog 
croaking at a terrible and mighty cloud yielding copious 
showers of rain, thou croakest at Arjuna who is even like 
Paijanya among men !*** As a dog from within the precincts 
of the house of his master barks at a forest-roaming tiger, 
even so, O Kama, thou barkest at Dhananjaya, that tiger 
among men !*’ A jackal, 0 Kama, residing in tho forest in the 
midst of hares, regardeth himself a lion till a lion he actually 
sees !** Even so, 0 son of Kadha, thou regardest thyself a 
lion for thou dost not behold that represser of foes, that tiger 
among men, viz., Dhananjaya!*’ Thpu regardest thyself a 
lion till thou beholdest the two Krishnas str tioned on the same 
car like Surya and Chandramas."* As long as thou dost not 
hear the twang of Odndiva in great battle, so long art thou 
able to do jvhat thou pleasest!*’ Beholding Partha causing 


* Parjanya is the deity oT the clouds. — T. 
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the ton points of the compass to resound with the roar of hia 
car and the twang of his bow, and beholding him roaring like 
a tiger, thou wilt became a jackal 1” Thou art alwaj's a jackal, 
and Dhananjaya always a lion ! 0 fool, in consequence of thy 
envy and hatred for heroes, thou always seemest to be like a 
jackal! " As a mouse and a cat are to each other in strength, 
or a dog and a tiger, or a fox and a lion, or a hare apd an 
elephant, as falsehood and truth, as poison and nectar, even 
so art thou and Partha known to all by your respective 
deeds 1’ ”” 


Section XL. 

“Sanjaya said, — ‘Thus rebuked by Calya of immeasurable 
energy, the son of Radha, feeling the propriety of his rebuker’s 
name in consequence of his wordy darts, and becoming filled 
with rage, answered him thus.’** 

“ ‘Kama said, — The merits of meritorious men, O Calya, aro 
known to them that are themselves meritorious but not to them 
that are destitute of merit. Thou, however, art destitute of 
every merit. How then canst thou judge of merit and demerit ?* 
The mighty weapons of Arjuna, his wrath, his energy, his 
bow, his shafts, and the prowess also of that high-souled 
hero, are, 0 Calya, well known to me !* So also, 0 Calya, 
thou dost not know so well as I myself, the greatness of 
Krishna, that bull among the lords of Earth !* But, know- 
ing my own energy as also the energy of Pandu’s son, I 
challenge him to battle, 0 Calya I I do not act like an 
insect in respect of a blazing fire !* I have this shaft, O 
Calya, of keen mouth, blood-drinking, lying alone within one 
quiver, equipt with wings, well-steeped in oil and well adorned,' 
It lieth amid sandal dust, worshipped by me for long years 
Partaking of the nature and form of a snake, it is poisonous 
and fierce and capable of killing large numbers of men and 
steeds and elephants.' Of terrible form and exceedingly awful, 
it is capilble of piercing coats of mail and bones Inspired 


* An alluaion to the word Calyi, which '^means a dart.— T. 
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^vith wrath, I may pierce even the mighty mountains of Meru 
with it !* That, shaft I will never shoot at any other person 
save Phalguna or Krishna the son of Devaki. In this I tell 
the 0 the truth ! Listen to it With that shaft, O Ca/ya, I 
will, inspired with rage, fight with Vasudeva and Dhananjaya ! 
That would be a feat worthy of me Of all the heroes in 
the Vrishni race, it is Krishna in whom Prosperity is always 
established. Among all the sons of Pandu, it is Partha in 
whom Victory is always established.** Those two tigers among 
men, stationed together on the same car, will advance against 
my single self for battle 1 Thou shalt, 0 Calya, behold to- 
day the nobility of my lineage !*“ Those two cousins, one 
of whom is the son of the aunt and the other the son of the 
maternal uncle,* those two invincible warriors, thou shalt 
see, will be slain by me (with one shaft) and will look like two 
pearls strung together in the same string.** Arjuna's Odndiva 
and the ape-bearing banner, and Krishna’s discus and the 
Garuda-bearing banner, inspire only those that are timid with 
fear. To me, however, 0 Calya, they are causes of dolight !** 
Thou art a fool, of evil disposition, and unskilled in the ways 
of great battle ! Overcome with terror, thou utterest these 
ravings!*® Or, thou art praising them for some reason not 
known to me! Having slain those two first, I shall then 
slay thee today with all thy kinsmen !*• Born in a sinful 
country, thou art wicked-souled, and mean, and a wretch 
amongst Kshatriyas 1 Being a friend, why dost thou, like an 
enemy, frighten me with (these praises of ) the two Krishnas ?*^ 
Either they two will slay me today or I will slay them two. 
Knowing as I do my own might, I do not cherish any fear of 
the two Krishnas !** A thousand Vasudevas and hundreds of 
Phalgunas, I shall, single-handed, slay 1 Hold thy tongue, 
0 thou that art born in a sinful country!*® Hear from me, 
0 Calya, the sayings, already passed into proverbs, that men, 
young and old, und women, and persons arrived in course of 
their listless wanderings, generally utter as if those sayings, 
formed pyt- of their studies, about the wicked Madrakas ! 

~ ~ I ^ 

* Kuuti and Vaaadeva were, sisteir and brother,— T. 
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Erahmanas also duly narrated the same things formerly in the 
courts of kings. Listening to those sayings attentively, 0 fool, 
thou mayst forgive or rejoin !”'** — [The Madraka is always a 
hater of friends. He that hateth us is a Madraka, There is 
no friendship in the Madraka who is mean in speech and is the 
lowest of mankind.** The Madraka is always a person of 
wicked soul, is always untruthful and crooked. It hath becti 
heard by us that till the moment of death, the Madrakas 
are wicked.*’ (Amongst the Madrakas) the sire, the son, the 
mother, the mother-in-law, the father-in-law, the maternal 
uncle, the son-in-law, the daughter-in-law, the brother, the 
grandson, and other kinsmen,** companions, strangers arrived 
at their homes, slaves male and female, mingle together. The 
women of the Madrakas mingle, at their own will, with men 
known and unknown.** Of unrighteous conduct, and subsisting 
upon fried and powdered corn and fish, in their homes they 
laugh and cry, having drunk spirits and eaten beef.** They 
sing incoherent songs and mingle lustfully with one another, 
indulging the while in the freest speeches. How then can 
virtue have a place amongst the Madrakas who are arrogant 
and notorious for all kinds of evil acts No one should make 
friends with a Madraka or provoke hostilities with him. In 
the Madraka there is no friendship. The Madraka is always 
the dirt of humanity.’* Amongst the Madrakas all acts of 
friendship are lost as purity amongst the Oandharakas and the 
libations poured in a sacrifice in which the king is himself 
the sacrificer and priest !]** Then again, it is truly seen 
that wise men treat a person bit by a scorpion and affected 
by its poison, even with these words [As a Brahmana that 
assists at the religious ceremonies of a Cnihra suffereth de- 
gradation, as one that hateth Brahmanas always suffereth 
degradation, even so a person by making an alliance with 
the Madrakas becometh fallen ! As there is no friendship 
in the Madraka, so, 0 scorpion, thy poison is nought ! With 
these 7nantra8 of the Atharvan I have duly performed the 
rite of eKMciam !]**•“ Knowing this, 0 learned one, hold 
thy tbngua, or listen to something further that I will say !” . 
Those women that, intoxicated by spirits, east off their robes 
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and dance, — those women that are not attached (to particular 
individuals) in the matter of intercourse and that do as they 
please without owning any restrictions,** I say, that being as 
thou art the child of one of those women, how canst thou, O 
Madraka, be a fit person for declaring the duties of men ? Those 
Women that live and answer calls of nature like camels and asses, 
being as thou mrt the child of one of those sinful and shameless 
creatures, how canst thou wish to declare the duties of men 
When a Madraka woman is solicited for the gift of a little 
quantity of vinegar, she scratches her hips and without being 
desirous of giving it, says these cruel words ;** — [Let no man 
ask any vinegar of me that is so dear to me ! I would 
give him my son, I would give him my husband, but vinegar 
I would not give Q** — The young Madraka maidens, we hear, 
are generally very shameless and hairy and gluttonous and 
impure ! These and many other things of a like nature, in 
respect of all their acts, from the crown of their heads to the 
tip of their toes, are capable of being asserted of them by my- 
self and others How, indeed, would the Madrakas and the 
Sindhu-Sauviras know anything of duty, being born, as they 
are, in a sinful country, being mlecchas in their practices, and 
being totally regardless of all duties It hath been heard by 
us that even this is the highest duty of a Kshatriya, viz,,, 
that, slain in battle, he should lie down on the Earth, applauded 
by the righteous*** That I should lay down (my life) in this 
clash of arms is my foremost wish, desirous as I am of heaven 
through Death 1'^* I am also the dear friend of the intelligent 
son of Dhritarashtra ! For his sake, are my life-breaths and 
whatever wealth I have 1'^* As regards thyself, 0 thou that art 
born in a sinful country, it is evident that thou hast been 
tampered with by the Pandavas, since thou behavest towards- 
us in everything like a foel^* 'Like a righteous man that is 
incapable of being led astray by atheists surely I am incapable 
of being dissuaded from this battle by hundreds of persons like 
thee !*• Like a deer, covered with sweat, thou art at liberty 
to weep or thirst ! Observent as I am of the duties of a 
Kshatriya, I .am. Incapable qf being frightened by thee I*** I 
recall to my mind the end, doolarod unto mo in past times, by 
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my preceptor Eania, of those liana among men, those nnreturn- 
ing heroes, that laid down their Jives in battle !** Prepared 
for rescuing the Kauravas and slaying our foes, know that I 
am now determined to imitate the ercellent behaviour of 
Pururavas !** I do not, 0 ruler of the Madrakas, behold the 
person in the three worlds that can, I think, dissuade me from 
this purpose !** Forbear to speak, knowing all this ! Why 
dost thou rave in such a way from fear ? 0 wretch amongst 
the Madrakas, I shall not now slay thee and present thy car- 
case as an offering to carnivorous creatures !“ From regard for 
friend, 0 Calya, for the sake of Dhritarashtra’s son, and for avoid- 
ing blame, — for these three reasons, — thou still livest!” If, O 
ruler of the Madras, thou speakest such words again, I shall then 
crush thy bead with my mace that is as hard as the thunder !'• 
People will today see or hear, O thou that art born in a sinful 
country, either that the two Krisbnas have slain Kama or that 
Kama has slain the two Krishnas !** — Having said these words, 
the son of Radha, 0 monarch, once more addressed the king of 
the Madras, fearlessly saying, — Proceed, Proceed ! — ’ ”” 

Section XLI. 

' Sanjaya said, — ‘Hearing, 0 sire, those words of Radha'a 
son who delighted in battle, Calya once more addressed Kama, 
citing an example.' — I am born in the race of men who per- 
formed great sacrifices, who never retreated from battle, who 
were kings whose coronal locks underwent the sacred bath ! 
I am also myself devoted to the practice of virtue !* Thou, 0 
Vrisha, see mest to be like one that is intoxicated with spirits! 
For all that, I will, from friendship, seek to cure thy erring and 
intoxicated self.’ Listen, 0 Kama, to this simile of a crow 
that I am about to narrate ! Having heard it, thou mayst do 
what thou choosest, 0 thou that art destitute of intelligence 
and that art a wretch of thy race !* I do not, 0 Kama, re- 
member the slightest fault in me for which, 0 thou of mighty 
arras, thou mayst desire to slay my innocent self!* 1 must 
tell thee what is for thy good and what f* thy ill, acquainted 
as I am with both, especially as I am the driver of thy car 
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and desirous of the g'ood of king Duryodhana !* What land is 
level and what not, the strength or weakness of the warrior 
(on my vehicle), the fatigue and faintness, at all times, of the 
steeds and the warrior (lam driving),^ a knowledge of the 
weapons that are available, the cries of animals and birds, what 
would be heavy for the steeds and what exceedingly heavy for 
them, the extraction of arrows and the curing of wounds,* 
which weapons counteract' which, the several methods of battle, 
and all kinds of omens and indications, — I who am so nearly 
connected with this car, being none else than its driver, should 
be familiar with ! For this, 0 Kama, I narrate this instance 
to thee once more !* There lived on the other side of the 
ocean a Vai^ya who had abundance of wealth and corn. 
He performed sacrifices, made liberal gifts, was peaceful, 
devoted to the duties of his own order, and pure in habits 
and mind.*® He had many sons whom he loved, and was 
kind unto all creatures. 'He lived fearlessly in the dominions 
of a king that was guided by virtue.'* There was a crow that 
lived on the refuse of the dishes set before those well-be- 
haved young children of the Vai^ya.*® Those Vai 5 ya children 
always gave the crow meat and curds, and milk, and sugared 
milk with rice, and honey, and butter.** Thus fed with the 
refuse of their dishes by the young children of that Vaicjya, 
the crow became arrogant and came to disregard all birds that 
were equal to him or even superior,** It chanced that on a 
time certain swans of cheerful hearts, of great speed and capa- 
ble of going everywhere at will and equal unto Garuda himself 
in range and speed of flight, came to that side of the ocean.'* 
The Vai<jya boys, beholding those swans, addressed the crow 
and said, — [0 ranger of the skies, thou art superior to all 
winged creatures !]** — ^Deceived by those children of little un- 
derstanding,. that oviparous creature, from folly and pride, 
regarded their words to be truo,'^ Pioud of the refuse of 
the children’s dishes upon which he fed, the crow then, alight- 
ing in the rhidst of those swans capable of traversing great 
distance?, desired to enquire as to who amongst them was 
their loader.'* The foolish crow at last challenged him amongst 
those birds of tireless wings whom he regarded their leader, 
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saying,— [Let us compete in flight f]'*— Hearing those words of 
the raving crow, the swans that had been assembled there, those 
foremost of birds endued with great strength, began to laugh,'** 
The swans then, that were capable of going everywhere at will, 
addressed the crow, saying ,** — [We are swans, having our 
abode in the Manasa lake. We traverse the whole Earth, 
and amongst winged creatures we are always applauded for the 
length of the distances we traverse !** Being, as thou art, only 
a crow, how canst thou, 0 fool, challenge a swan endued with 
might, capable of going everywhere at will, and doing large 
distances in course of his flight? Tell us, 0 crow, how thou 
shalt fly with us !]" — The boastful crow, in consequence of the 
foolishness of his species, repeatedly finding fault with the words 
of that swan, at last gave this answer.** — The crow said, — [I 
shall, without doubt, fly, displaying a hundred and one different 
kinds of motion ! Doing every hundred Vojanae in a separate 
and beautiful kind of motion, I shall display all those motions !'* 
Bising up, and swooping down, and whirling around, and 
coursing straight, and proceeding gently, and advancing steadi- 
ly, and performing the diverse courses up and down in a slant- 
ing direction," and floating still, and wheeling around, and 
receding back, and soaring high, and darting forward, and 
soaring upwards with fiercer velocity, and once more proceeding 
gently and then proceeding with great impetuosity,"* and once 
again swooping down and whirling around, and advancing 
steadily, and rising up and up by jerks, and soaring straight, 
and once more falling down," and wheeling in a circle, and 
rushing proudly, and diverse other kinds of motion,f — these 
all I shall display in the sight of all you ! Ye shall then 
witness my strength !” With one of these different kinds 
of motion I shall presently rise into the sky. Point out 
duly, ye swans, by which of these motions I shall course 

* The second line of 27 I read as it is in the Bombay edition.— T, 

't I do not reader the last few kinds of motion as these are not very 
intelligible. , j^ilakantha appends a learned note, explaining all the 

a 

different kinds ot motion mentioned here. MaLy of his meanings, how* 
eTer, aie fancifal if not unintelligible.-^Ti 
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through space.** Settling the kind of motion amongst your- 
iielves, you will have to course with me. Adopting all those 
different motions, ye shall have to course with me through 
supportless space !]*' — The cro w having said these words, one 
of the swans addressed him. Listen, 0 son of Badha, to the 
words that the swan said. The swan spoke, — [Thou, 0 crow, 
wilt doubtless fly the hundred and one different kinds of flight ! 

I sh&ll, however, fly in that one kind of motion that all (other) 
birds know, for I do not, 0 crow, know any other ! As regards 
thee, 0 thou of red eyes, fly thou in any kind of course that 
thou likest !**’** — At these words, those crows that had been 
assembled there laughed aloud, saying,— [How will the swan 
by only one kind of flight get the better of a hundred different 
kinds of flight?]**— 

» ‘—Then those two, viz., the swan and the crow, rose into 
the sky, challenging each other. Capable of going everywhere 
at will, the swan proceeded in one kind of motion. While the 
crow coursed in a hundred different kinds.*’ And the swan flew 
and the crow also flew, causing each other to wonder (at hia 
skill) and each speaking highly of his own achievements.** Be- 
holding the diverse kinds of flight at successive instants of time, 
the crows that were there were filled with great joy and began 
to caw more loudly.*’ The swans also laughed in mockery, 
uttering many remarks disagreeable (to the crows). And they 
began to soar and alight repeatedly, here and there.** And they 
began to come down and rise up from tree-tops and the surface 
of the Earth. And they uttered diverse cries indicative of 
their victory.** The swan, however, with that one kind of 
slow motion (with which he was familiar) began to traverse 
the skies. For a moment, therefore, 0 sire, he seemed to yield 
to the crow.** The crows, at this, disregarding the swans, said 
these words [That swan amongst you which has soared into 
the sky, is evidently yielding !]*’— Hearing these words, the 
(soaring) swan flew westwards with great velocity to the ocean, 
that ahodo of Makaras.** Then fear entered the heart of the 
crow who became almost senseless at not seeing any island or 
trees wSereon to perch wjien tired. And the crow thonght 
within his heart as tlTwhere he should alight when tired, upon 
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that vast expanse of water." The ocean, being as it is the 
abode of countless creatures, is irresistible. Dwelt in by hun- 
dreds of monsters, it is grander than space." Nothing can 
exceed it in depth, 0 Suta’s son ! Men know, 0 Karna, that 
the waters of the ocean are as limitless as space. For the 
extent of its waters, 0 Karna, what is a crow to it?" The 
swan, having traversed a great distance in a moment, looked 
back at the crow, and (though capable) could not leave him be- 
hind." Having transgressed the crow, the swan cast his eyes 
on him and waited, thinking, ^-[Let the crow come up.]*’ — 
The crow then, exceedingly tired, came up to the swan,'® Be- 
holding him succumbing, and about to sink, and desirous of 
rescuing him in remembrance of the practices of good folks, 
the swan addressed him in these words — [Thou hadst repea- 
tedly spoken of many kinds of flight while speaking on the sub- 
ject ! Thou wouldst not speak of this (thy present motion) 
because of its having been a mystery to us ?” What is the 
name of this kind of flight, 0 crow, that thou hast now adopt- 
ed ? Thou touchest the waters with thy wings and beak re- 
peatedly." Which amongst those diverse kinds of flight is 
this, 0 crow, that thou art now practising ? Come, come, 
quickly, 0 crow, for I am waiting for thee !]" — 

" ‘Calya continued, — Exceedingly afflicted, and touching the 
water with his wings and beak, 0 thou of wicked soul, the 
crow, beheld in that state by the swan, addressed the latter." 
Indeed, not seeing the limit of that watery expanse, and sink- 
ing down in fatigue, and exhausted with the effort of his 
flight, the crow said unto the swan," — [We are crows, wo 
wander hither and thither, crying— caw, caw /— 0 swan, I 
seek thy protection, placing my life-breaths at thy hands ! Oh, 
take me to the shores of the ocean !]"— Exceedingly afflicted, 
and touching the ocean with his wings and beak, the crow, 
very much fatigued, suddenly fell down." Beholding him 
fallen upon the waters of the ocean with a melancholy heart, 
the swan, addressing the crow who was on the point of death, 
said these words [Remember, 0 crow, what thou hadst 
said in pralM of thyself! Thy words even were thU thou 
Vpuldst course through the sky in a hundited and one differeut 
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kiliils of flight/^* Thou, therefore, that wouldst fly a hundred 
difti^rent kinds of flight, thou that art superior to me, alas, 
why then art thou tired and fallen down on the ocean ?]®*— 
Overcome with weakness, the crow then, casting his eyes 
upwards at the swan, and seeking to gratify him, replied, 
saying,** — [Proud of the remains of others' dishes upon which 
I fed, I had, 0 swan, regarded myself as the equal of Garuda, 
and had disregarded all crows and man)) other birds !** I now, 
however, seek thy protection and place my life-breaths at thy 
hands ! Oh, take me to the shores of some island !** If, 0 
swan, I can, 0 lord, return in safety to my own country, I 
will never again disregard anybody ! Oh, rescue me now 
from this calamity !]** — Him that said so and was so melan- 
choly and weeping and deprived of his senses, him that was 
sinking in the ocean, uttering cries of caw, catv,^^ him so 
■drenched by the water and so disgusting to look at and trem- 
bling with fear, the swan, without a word, took up with his 
feet and slowly caused to ride on his back.*^ Having caused 
the crow whose senses had deserted him to ride upon his back, 
the swan quickly returned to that island whence thy had both 
flown, challenging each other.** Placing down that ranger of 
the sky on dry land and comforting him, the swan, fleet as the 
mind, proceeded to the region he desired. Thus was that crow, 
fed on the remains of others' dinners, vantjuished by the swan. 
The crow, then, casting off the pride of might and energy, 
adopted a life of peace and quiet.*®“^® Indeed, even as that crow, 
fed upon the remains of the dinners of the Vai(;ya children, 
disregarded his equals and superiors, so dost thou, 0 Kama, 
that art fed by the sons of Dhritarashtra upon the remains of 
their dishes, disregard all thy equals and superiors I” Why 
didst thou not slay Partha at Virata s city when thou hadst the 
advantage of being protected by Drona and Drona's son and 
Kripa and Bhishma and the other Kauravas There where, 
like a pack of jackals defeated by a lion, y i all were defeated' 
with groat slaughter by the diadem-decked Arjuna, what be- 
came of your prowess Beholding also thy brother slain by 
SavyasacMn, in the very sight of the Kuru heroes, it was thou 
that didst fly away first 1’^ 'By the skirts also of the Dwaiict 
19 
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lake, 0 Kama, when thou wert assailed by the Gandharcas, it 
was thou that, deserting all the Kurus, didst first run away F* 
Having vanquished in battle the G'andAa»n;as headed by Chitra- 
sena, withgreat slaughter, it was Partha, 0 Kama, that liberated 
Duryodhana with his wife !’'* Rama himself, 0 Kama, before 
the kings in the (Kuru) assembly, spake of the former prowess 
of both Partha and Kegava.” Thou didst frequently hear the 
words of Drona and Bhishma, speaking in the presence 9 f all 
the kings, that the two Krishnas are unslayable.” I have told 
thee a little only regarding those matters in which Dhananjaya 
is superior to thee like the Brahmana who is superior to all 
created beings!’’ Soon wilt thou see, stationed on that fore- 
most of cars, the son of Vasudova and the son of Kunti and 
Pandu.*® As the crow (in the story), acting .with intelligence, 
had sought the protection of the swan, so do thou seek the 
protection of him of Vrishni’s race, and of Pandu’s son 
Dhananjaya 1*‘ When thou shalt in battle behold Vasudeva 
and Dhananjaya, those two endued with great prowess, station- 
ed together on the same car, thou shalt not then, 0 Kama, 
utter such speeches !** When Partha will, with hundreds of 
arrows, quell thy pride, then wilt thou behold the difference 
between thyself and Dhananjaya !'» Those two best of per- 
sons are celebrated among the gods, the Asitraa and human 
beings! Thou that art a fire-fly, do not, from folly, think 
disrespectfully of those two resplendent luminaries!** Like 
the Sun and the Moon, Kegava and Arjuna are celebrated for 
their resplendence. Thou, however, art like a fire-fly among 
men !“ O learned one, 0 son of a /Sato, do not think disres- 
pectfully of Achyuta and Arjuna! Those two high-souled 
persons are lions among men ! Forbear indulging in such 
boasts !’ — ’ ”** 


Sectioji XLII. 

“Sanjaya said, — ‘The high-souled son of Adhiratha, having 
listened unconvinced to these words of the ruler of the Madras, 
adiressSd Galya, saying,— That which Vasudeva dnd Arjuna 
ate, is well-known to me !* The skill^cf Caurin in the manage- 

- ji i‘._ 
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ment df cars, and the might and the high weapons of Arjuna 
the son of Pandu, are well-known to me at this hour. Thou, 
however, 0 Galya, hast no occalar proof of those matters !* 
I shall fearlessly fight' with the two Krishnas, those two 
foremost of all wielders of weapons. The curse, however, of 
Rama^ that best of regenerate persons, paiucth me greatly to- 
day !* I dwelt, in the disguise of a Brahmana, with Rama in 
former days, desirous of obtaining celestial weapons from him. 
On that occasion, O Galya, the chief of the gods, wishing to 
benefit Phalguna, caused an obstacle, by approaching my thigh 
and piercing it, having assumed the dire form of a worm 
When my preceptor slept having laid his head thereon, that 
worm, approaching my thigh, began to pierce it through. In 
consequence of the piercing of my thigh, a pool of thick blood 
flowed from my body.® For fear of (disturbing the slumber 
of) my preceptor I did not move my limb. Awaking, the Brah>- 
mana, however, behold what had taken place. Witnessing my 
patience, he addressed me, saying, — [Thou art never a Brah- 
mana ! Tell me truly who thou art !]® I then, 0 Galya, truly 
informed him of myself, saying that I was a Sata, Hearing my 
words, the groat ascetic, his heart filled with rage, cursed mo, 
saying,’^ — [In consequence of the deception, 0 Siita, by which 
thou hast obtained this weapon, it will never, at the time of 
need, when the hour of thy death comes, occur to tliy memory ! 
Brahmoj cannot certainly reside in one that is not a Erahma- 
na !]* — I have forgotten that great weapon in this fierce and 
terrible battle Ho amongst the Bharatas, 0 Galya, who is 
accomplished, who is an etYoctual smiter, who is a universal 
destroyer, and who is exceedingly terrible, (viz., Arjuna)i — that 
mighty crusher, — I think, will burn many foremost of Kshatri- 
yas.^** Know, however, 0 Galya, that I will slay in battle that 
fierce bowman, that foremost of warriors, tint hero endued with 
activity, that terrible person whose energy is unbearable, that 
warrior whose promises are accomplished, that son of Pandu, viz., 
Dhananjaya ^ weapon (at least) under my confcrol 

today with, whfch I will able to destroy large numbers of 
foes 1 I will slay in battle that scorcher of enemies, that mighty 
warrior accomplished in weapons, that fierce bowman of im^* 
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measurable energy, that cruel and terrible hero, that great re- 
sistor of enemies, viz., Dhananjaya !'* The immeasurable Ocean, 
that lord of all waters, rusheth with fierce impetuosity for over- 
whelming innumerable creatures. The continents, however, 
hold and check him.*® Today, in this world, I will resist in* 

fi^rht the son of Kiuiti, that foremost of all drawers of the 
" « 

bowstring, while ho will be engaged in ceaselessly shooting his 
countless shafts equipt with goodly wings, destructive of heroes^ 
capable of penetrating into every limb, and none of which be- 
comes futilo !** Like the continent resisting the Ocean, I will 
today resist that mightiest of the mighty, that great warrior 
possessing the highest weapons, that hero like into the Ocean s 
self, of far-reaching arrows, fierce, and having shafts for his 
waves, while ho will be engaged in overwhelming (hostile) 
kings Behold today the fierce battle I fight with him that 
hath no equal, I think, among men wielding the bow, and that 
would vanquish the very gods united with the Asxiras Ex- 
ceedingly proud is that son of Panda. Desirous of battle ho 
will approach me with his mighty and superhuman weapons ! 
Baffling his weapons with my own weapons in battle, I shall 
today overthrow that Partha with my own excellent shafts.*''^ 
Scorching his foes like the Sun endued with fiery rays, and 
blazing with fame like that dispeller of darkness, I shall, like 
a mass of clouds, completely shroud Dhananjaya today with my 
shafts Like the clouds extinguishing a blazing fire of great 
energy and smoko mixed flames, that seems ready to consume 
the whole Earth, I shall, with my showers of arrows, extinguish 
the son of Kunti in battle !** With my broad-headed shafts I 
shall still the son of Kunti, that terrible snake of virulent 
poison, that is exceedingly difficult of being captured, that is 
endued with keen fangs, that is even like a blazing fire, that 
flames up in wrath, and that always consumes his foes Like 
Himavat bearing the mighty, all-crushing, fierce, and smiting 
god of wind, I shall, without moving, bear the angry and vin- 
dictive f)hananjay a !** I shall resist in battle Dhanstnjaya, that 
foremost of all wiolders of bows in thepworld, that hero in fight, 
that warrior who is always in the van and who is competent to 
V m^t all foes, that car* warrior who is conversant with all car- 
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tracks !” Today I shall fight in battle with that person who 
hath, I think, no equal among men wielding the bow and who 
conquered the entire Earth !*^ What other man desirous of 
saving his life, except myself, will fight with that Savya- 
sachin who vanquished all creatures including the very gods, 
in the country called Khandava?** Arjuna is proud; his 
weapons strike deep; he is endued with great lightness of 
hands ; he is conversant with steeds ; he agitates vast hosts ; 
he is regarded an Atimtha / Though such, I shall yet, with 
my sharp shafts, strike his head from off his trunk today !** 

0 Galya, ever keeping Death or Victory in battle before me, 

1 shall today fight with Dhananjaya’ There is none else, 
save myself that would on a single car fight with that Pandava 
who resembles the Destroyer himself 1*® I myself will gladly 
speak of the prowess of Phalguna in the midst of an assembly 
of Kshatriyas. Why, however, dost thou, a fool as thou art 
and of foolish understanding, speak to me of Phalguna s prow- 
ess !” Thou art a doer of disagreeable deeds ! Thou art cruel 
and mean, and being thyself unforgiving, thou art a detractor of 
one that is forgiving ! I can slay a hundred persons like thee, 
but I forgive thee in consequence of my forgiving disposi- 
tion, owing to the excigoncy of the times!*® Thou art of 
sinful deeds. Like a fool, thou hast, for the sake of Pandu*s 
son, rebuked me and told me many disagreeable things I Crook- 
ed-hearted as thou art, thou hast said all these words unto me 
that am of a sincere heart 1 Cursed art thou for thou art an 
injurer of friends, — of friends, because friendship is seven- 
paced 1®^ Terrible is the hour that is now passing. Duryo- 
dhana hath himself come to battle. I am solicitous of seeing 
his purposes achieved. Thou, however, art acting in such a 
way that it shows thee to have no friendship (for the Kuru 
king)!®® He is a friend who shows afifection for another, who 
gladdens another, who makes himself agreeable to another, who 
protects another, who honors another, and who joys in the 
joy of gftiother. I tell thee that I have all those attributes, and 
the king himself knoivs all this.®^ He, on the other hand, 
that destroys, chastises, sharpens his weapons, injures, causes 
us to sigh, makes ns cheerless, and wrongs ns in diverse ways, 
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is a foe. All these attributes are to be found in thee and 
thou disco verest all of them towards me.** For the. sake of 
Duryodhana, for the sake of doing what is agreeable to thee^ 
for the sake of victory, for the sake of myself, and for the sake 
of God himself, I will, with vigorous exertion, fight with 
Partha and Viisudeva ! Witness today my feats !” Behold 
today my excellent weapons, viz., my Brahma and other, 
celestial weapons, as also those that are human ! I will today 
slay that hero of fierce prowess, like an exceedingly infuriate 
elephant slaying an infuriate compeer.®^ I shall, by my mind 
alone, hurl today at Partha, for my victory, that weapon of 
immeasurable energy, called the Brahma! Arjuna will never 
be able to escape that weapon, if only the wheels of my car do 
not sink into the Earth in battle today Know this, 0 Calya, 
that I would not take fright at Yama himself armed with his 
rod, or Varuna himself armed with his noose, or Kuvera him*^ 
self armed with his mace, or Vasava himself armed with the 
thunder-bolt, or at any other foe whatever that may approach 
for slaying me Therefore, I have no fear from Partha, nor 
from Janarddana ! On the other hand, I shall encounter them 
both in today s destructive battle !®® Once on a time, while 
wandering for the sake of practising weapons on my bow called 
Vijaya, 0 king, I had, by shooting many fierce shafts of 
terrible forms, ®^ heedlessly struck the calf of a (Brahmana s) 
Homa cow with one of those shafts, and unwillingly killed it 
while it was wandering in a solitary forest. The Brahmana then 
addressed me, saying,*® — [Since, becoming insensate, thou hast 
slain the offspring of my Homa cow, the wheel (of thy car) 
will sink into the Earth while at time of battle fear will 
enter thy heart !]** — From these words of the Brahmana I am 
experiencing great fear. These kings of the Lunar race that 
are lords of (other people s) weal and woe,** offered to give that 
Brahmana a thousand kino and six hundred bovine bulls. 
With even such a gift, O Calya, the Brahmana could not be 
gratified, G ruler of the Madras 1*® I was then for gimng him 
seven diundrod elophauts of large tusk^and many hundreds of 
slaves male and female. That foremost of Brahmanas would 
notai|jIi 0^ gratriiied.^* Collecting next full fourteen thousand 
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kine, oach black in hue and having a whit© cdf, I was fiSii 
unable to obtain the grace of that best of BrShmatras.^* / 
wealthy mansion full of every object of desire, in fact, what- 
ever wealth I had, 'I wished to give him, with due worship, 
but he refused to accept the gift.** Unto me then that, had 
offended and that begged so importunately for his pardon, the 
Brahmana said,— [That which, 0 Suta, hath been uttered by me 
is sure to happen. It cannot be otherwise. A false speech 
would destroy creatures, and sin also would be mine ! There 
fore, for the preservation of virtue I do not venture to speak 
what is false Do not, again, destory the means of a Brahma- 
na's support ! There is none in the world that would be able to 
falsify my speech. Accept those words. It will be thy atone- 
ment (for the sin of having slain a calf!]*® — Though rebuked 
by thee, still, for friendship s sake, I have disclosed to thee all 
this I I know thee that art rebuking me thus 1 Be silent now, 
and hear what I will presently say 1 — * 


Section XLIII. 

'‘Sanjaya said, — ‘That chastiser of foes, viz., the son of 
Radha, thus silencing the ruler of the Madras, once more 
addressed him, 0 monarch, saying these words :*•— In answer 
to that which, 0 Calya, thou hast said unto me by way 
of instance, I tell thee that I am incapable of being fright- 
ened by thee in battle with thy words 1* If all the gods 
themselves with Vasava would fight with me I would not 
still feel any fear, what need be said then of my fears from 
Partha and Ke(java I am incapable of being frightened 
by means of words alone ! He, 0 Calya, whom thou wouldst 
be able to frighten in battle is some other person (and not 
myself)!* Thou hast spoken many bitter words to pie. 
Therein lieth the strength of a person that is low. Incapable 
of speaking of my merits, thou sayst m uiy bitter things, 0 
thou of wicked heart 1* Kama was never born, 0 Madraka, 
for fear in battle I On the other hand, I was born for display- 
ing valoif^as also for achieving glory for ray own self 1* For the 
sake of my friendship for thee, for my affection, and for thy 
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being an ally, — for these throe reasons, — thou still livest, 0 
Galya Important is the task that has now to be done for king 
Dhritarashtra. That task, 0 Galya, depends on me ! For this, 
thou livest a moment 1® Before this, I made a compact with 
thee that any disagreeable speeches thou mightst utter would 
bo pardoned by me ! That compact should be observed. It 
is for this that thou livest, 0 Madraka 1“ Without a thousand 
Galyas, I would vanquish my foes I* He that injureth a friend 
is sinful. It is for this that thou livest for the present ! — ’ 


Section XLIV. 

‘Galya said, — These, 0 Kama, are ravings, that thou utter- 
est regarding the foe ! As regards myself, without a thousand 
Karnas, I am able to vanquish the foe in battle 

"Sanjaya continued, — ‘Unto the ruler of the Madras, of harsh 
features, who was saying such disagreeable things unto Kama, 
the latter once more said words that were twice bitter.* 

‘Kama said, — Listen with devoted attention to this, 0 
ruler of the Madras, that was heard by me while it was recited 
in the presence of Dhritarashtra !® In Dhritarashtra s abode 
the Brahmanas used to narrate the accounts of diverse de- 
lightful regions and many kings of ancient times.** A fore- 
most one among Brahmanas, venerable in years, while reciting 
old histories, said these words, blaming the Vahikas and 
the Madrakas — [One should always avoid the Vahikas, 
those impure people that are out of the pale of virtue, and 
that live away from Himavat and Ganga and Saraswati and 
Yamuna and Kurukshetra and the Sindhu and its five tri- 
butary rivers.®*^ I remember from the days of my youth 
that a slaughter-ground for kine and a space for storing 
intoxicating spirits always distinguish the entrances of the 
abodes of the (Vahika) kings.® On some very secret mis- 
sion I had to live among the Vahikas. In consequence of 
such residence the conduct of that people is well known to me.® 

♦ The sense seems to be that “if thQu wert absent a thousand times, 
I would still vanquish the Pandavas.”— T, ^ 
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There is a town of the name of Cakala, a river of the name of 
ipaga, and a clan of the Vahikas known by the name of the 
Jarf^ikas. The practices of these people are very censurable/® 
They drink the liqour called Gauda^ and eat fried barley with 
it. They also eat beef with garlics. They also eat cakes of 
flour mixed with meat, and boiled rice that is bought from 
others.®* Of righteous practices they have none.** Their women, 
intoxicated with drink and divested of robes, laugh and dance 
outside the walls of houses in cities, without garlands and 
unguents,'* singing all the while drunken and obscene songs of 
diverse kinds that are as musical as the bray of the ass or the 
bleat of the cancel. In intercourse they are absolutely without 
any restraint, and in all other matters they act as they like. 
Maddened with drink, they call upon one another, using many 
endearing epithets.** Addressing many drunken exclamations to 
their husbands and lords, the fallen women among the Vahikas, 
without observing restrictions even on sacred days, give them- 
selves up to dancing.*® One of those wicked Vahikas, — one, 
that is, that lived amongst those arrogant women, — who hap- 
pened to live for some days in Kurujangala, burst out with 
cheerless heart, saying,** — Alas, that (Vahika) maiden of large 
proportions, dressed in thin blankets, is thinking of me, — her 
Vahika lover,— that is now passing his days in Kurujangala, 
at the hour of her going to bed !** Crossing the Sutledge and 
the delightful IrSvati, and arriving at my own country, when 
shall I cast my eyes upon those beantiiful women with thick 
frontal bones,*’ with blazing circlets of red arsenic on their fore- 
heads, with streaks of jet black collyrium on their eyes, and 
their beautiful forms attired in blankets and skins and them- 
selves uttering shrill cries !** When shall I be happy, in the 
company of those intoxicated ladies amid the music of drums 
and kettle-drums and conchs sweet as the cries of asses Sind 
camels and mules I** When shall I be amDnpt those ladies 
'eating cakes of flour and meal and balls of pounded barley mixed 
with skimmed milk, in the forests, having many pleasant paths, 

, > - --■ 

* Orthodox Hitidua joaust bhll their own rice, without purchMing 
' boiled rioe from others. To this day the practice is observed,— T. 
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of ptimi and PiZitaud Karira!*^ When shall I, amidst my 
own countrymen, mustering in strength on the high-roads, fall 
upon passengers, and snatching their robes and attires beat 
them repeatedly — What man is there that would willingly 
dwell, even for a moment, amongst the Vahikas that are so 
fallen and wicked and so depraved in their practices ?** — Even 
thus did that Brahmana describe the Vahikas of base behaviour, 
a sixth of whose merits and demerits is thine, 0 Galya !*®f 
Having said this, that piotis Brahmana began once more to 
Bay what I am about to repeat respecting the wicked Vahikas* 
Listen to what I say — [Iw the largo and populous town of 
Cakala, a B^Veshaaa woman used to sing on every fourteenth 
day of the dark fortnight, in accompaniment with a drum,** — 
When shall I next sing the songs of the Vahikas in this Cakala 
town, having gorged myself with beef and drunk the Gauda 
liquor?** When shall I again, decked in ornaments, and with 
those maidens and ladies of large proportions, gorge upon a large 
number of sheep*’ and large quantities of pork and beef and 
the meat of fowls and asses and camels ? They who do not eat 
Bheep live in vain !— ]** — Even thus, 0 Galya, the young and the 
‘old, among the inhabitants of Cakala, intoxicated with spirits, 
Bing and cry I How can virtue be met with among such 
a people ?** Thou shouldst know this ! I must, however, 
Bpeak again to thee about what another Brahmana had said 
unto us in the Kuru court — [There where forests of Pilus 
stand, and those five rivers flow, viz., the Catadru, the Vip5.(jS,, 
the Iravati, the Chandrabhaga, and the Vitasta and which have 
the Sindhu for their sixth, there in those regions removed 
from the Himavat, are the countries called by the name of 
the iratbas. Those regions are without virtue and religion. 
No one should go thither.*^'** The gods, the Pitris, and 
the Brahmanas, never accept gifts from those that are fal- 
len, or those that are begotten by Cudras on the girls of 
other castes, or the Vahikas who never perform sacrifices and 


t A kin^ takes a sixth of the merits and demerits of hig subjects. 
Hence, it is Ms interest to see them become righteous and abstain from 
sin.— * 
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are exceedingly irreligious *]— That learned BrahnJana had'alaa’ 
said in the Kiiru court, ••***— {The Vahikas, without any feel- 
ings of revulsion, eat off wooden vessels having deep stomachs- 
and earthen plates and vessels that have been licked by 
dogs and that are stained with pounded barley and other 
corn.” The Vahikas drink the milk of sheep and camels 
and asses and eat curds and other preparations from those 
different kinds of milk.” Those degraded people number many 
bastards among them. There is no food and no milk that they 
do not take. The Sratta-Vahikas that are steeped in ignorance, 
should be avoided.]"'' — Thou shouldst know this, O Calya ! I 
must, however, again speak to thee about what another Brah- 
mana had said unto me in the Kuru court.**— [How can one 
go to heaven, having drunk milk in the town called Yugan- 
dhara, and resided in the place called Achyutasthala, and 
bathed in the spot called Bhutilaya ?**' There where the five 
rivers flow just after issuing from the mountains, there among 
the Sratta- Vahikas, no respectable person should dwell even for 
two days.** There are two Pi^achas in the river Vipa^a, 
named Vahi and Hika. The Vahikas are the offspring of 
those two Pi^achas. They are not creatures created by the- 
Creator. Being of such low origin, how can they bo conver- 
sant with the duties ordained in the scriptures The Karash- 
karas, the Mahishakas, the Kalingas, the Keralas, the Karko- 
takas, tho Virakas, and other peoples of no religion, one should' 
always avoid.]**— Even thus did a Rakshasa woman of gigantic 
hips speak unto a Brahmana who on a certain occasion went to 
that country for bathing in a sacred water and passed a single 
night there.** The regions are called by the name of the 
Srattas. Tho people residing there arc called the Vahikas. 


• In Yngandhara all kinds of milk were sold and taken. No one 
drinking milk in that town could be sure that what he took was pure 
vaccine milk. In Achyutasthala, women were ut chaste and the conduct 

of the people irreligious. For a resident it was impossible to escape the 

contamination. In Bhutilaya, again, there was only one piece of wster 
in whiohJlt-Shmanas and Chandaias used to bathe together. Thus Nila- 
kantha.— T. 
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The iWest of Brahmanas also are residing there from verp 
remote times.** They are without the Veda and without 
knowbdge, without sacrifice and without the power to assist at 
others* sacrifices. They are all fallen and many amongst them 
have been begotten by Cudras upon other peoples* girls. The 
gods never accept any gifts from them.** The Prasthalas, the 
Madras, the Gandharas, the Arattas, those called Ehasas, the 
Vasatis, the Sindhus, and the Sauviras, are almost as blamable 
ill their practices. — * ”** 


Section XLV. 

'' ‘Kama continued, — Tliou shouldst know all this, 0 Galya I 
1 shall, however, again speak unto thee ! Listen with close 
attention to what I say.* Once on a time a Brahmana came 
to our house as a guest. Observing our practices he became 
highly gratified and said unto us :* — [I dwelt for a long time 
on a peak of Himavat quite alone. Since then I have seen 
diverse countries following diverse religions.* Never, however, 
have I seen all the people of a country act unrighteously. All 
the races I have met with admit that to be the true religion 
which has been declared by persons conversant with the Vedas^ 
Travelling through various countries following various reli- 
gions, I, at last, 0 king, came among the Vahikas. There I 
heard* that one at first becomes a Brahmana and then becomes 
a Kshatriya. Indeed, a Vahika would, after that, become a 
Vai(;ya, and then a Cudra, and then a barber.* Having become 
a barber, he would then again become a Brahmana. Keturning 
to the status of a Brahmana, he would again become a slave.’^ 
One person in a family becomes a Brahmana; all the others, 
falling off from virtue, act as they like. The Gandharas, the 
Madrakas, and the Vahikas, of little understanding, £we even 
such.* Having travelled through the whole world I heard of 
these practices destructive of virtue, of these sinful irregulari- 
ties, amongst the Vahikas !”] — Thou shouldst know all this, 
0 Galya ! I shall, however, again speak to thee about those 
ugly words ^ that another said unto me regarding the Vahikas.*® 
In former days a chaste woman was abducted by robbers (haiL 
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ing) from iratta. Sinfully was she violated by them, upon 
which she cursed them, saying, “ — [Since ye have sinfully 
violated a helpless girl who am not without a husband, there- 
fore, the women of your families shall all become unchaste 
Ye lowest of men, never shall ye escape from the consequences 
of this dreadful sin !] — It is for this, 0 Calya, that the sisters 
sons of the Arattas, and not their own sons, become their 
heiri’* The Kauravas with the Panchalas, the Cal was, the 
Matsyas, the Naimishas, the Kocalas, the Ka(japaundras, the 
Kalingas, the Magadhas,^* and the Chedis, who are all highly 
blessed, know what the eternal religion is. The wicked even 
of various countries know what religion is. The Vahikas, how- 
ever, live without righteousness.** Beginning with the Matsyas, 
the residents of the Kuru and the Panchala countries, the 
Naimishas as well, and the other respectable peoples, the pious 
among all races are conversant with the eternal truths of 
religion. This cannot be said of the Madrakas and the 
crooked-hearted race that resides in the country of the five 
rivers.** Knowing all these things, 0 king, hold thy tongue, 
0 Calya, like one deprived of utterance, in all matters con- 
nected with religion and virtue 1 Thou art the protector and 
king of that people, and, therefore, the partaker of a sixth part 
of their merits and demerits.*^ Or, perhaps, thou art the 
partaker of a sixth part of their demerits only, for thou never 
protectest them. A king that protects is a sharer in the merits 
of his subjects. Thou art not a sharer in their merits. In 
days of yore, when the eternal religon was reverenced m all 
countries, the Grandsire. observing the practices of the country 
of the five rivers cried fie on them.*® When even in o 
Krita age, Brahman had censured the practices of those fallen 
people of evil deeds who were begotten by Cudras on^ 
soil, what would you now say to men in the world . ^ve 
thus did the Grandsire condemn the practices of the country of 
the 6ve waters. When all people were ohsjrvanb of Quties 
of their respective orders, t he Grandsire had to find au wt 

• The-Bengd reading at the end of the second line iB “who is there 

that would succeed in shauyng them 1 * T. 
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these men.'* Thou shouldst know all this, 0 Calya f I shall, 
however, again speak to thee ! A RSkshasa of the name of 
Kalmashapada, while plunging in a tank, said,**— -[Eleemosyna- 
tion is a Kshatriya’s dirt, while the non-observance of votrs is a 
Brahmana’s dirt. The Vahikas are the dirt of the Earth, and the 
Madra women are the dirt of the whole female sex !]*** While 
sinking in the stream, a king rescued the Bdkahasa. Asked 
by the former, the latter gave this answer. 1 will recite it to 
you. Listen to me !** — [The Mleechas are the dirt of mankind ; 
the oilmen are the dirt of the Mlecckaa ; eunuchs are the dirt 
of oilmen ; they who avail of the priestly ministrations of 
Kshatriyas, in their sacrifices, are the dirt of eunuchs.** The 
sin of those again that have the last-named persons for their 
priests, as also of the Madrakas, shall be thine if thou do not 
abandon mo !]’* — Even this was declared by the Rdkshasa to be 
the formula that should be used for curing a person possessed 
by a Rdkahaaa or one killed by the energy of a poison. The 
words that follow are all very true.*’ The Panchalas observe 
the duties enjoined in the Vedas ; the Kauravas observe Truth ; 
the Matsyas and the Curasenas perform sacrifices ; the Eastern- 
ers follow the practices of the Cudras ; the Southerners arc 
fallen ; the Vahikas are thieves ; the Saurashtras are bastards.** 
They that are defiled by ingratitude, theft, drunkenness, adul- 
tery with the wives of their preceptors, harshness of speech, 
slaughter of kine, lustful wanderings during the night out of 
home, and the wearing of other peoples’ ornaments, — what 
sin is there that they do not incur ? Fie on the irattas and 
the people of the country of the five rivers !** Commencing 
with the Panchalas, the Kuravas, the Naimishas, the Matsyas, 
— all these,— know what religion is. The old men among the 
Northerners, the Angas, the Magadhas, (without themselves 
knowing what virtue is) follow the practices of the pious.** 
Many gods, headed by Agni, dwell in the East. The Pitris 
dwell in the South that is presided over by Yama of righteous 


* The sense seems to be that a Eshatriya subsisting on eleemosynary 

alms is the di|^t of all his order ; so a Br&hmana living without observing 

any vows is the dirt of his order.— T. 
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deeds.** The West is protected by the mighty Varuna who 
overlooks the other gods there. The North is protected by 
the divine Soma along with the Brahmanas.** So Rdkshasas 
and Pigachas protect Himavat, that best of mountains. The 
QahyakaSf 0 great king, protect the mountains of Qandha- 
madana. Without doubt, Vishnu, otherwise called Janarddana, 
protects all creatures. (For all that, the Vahikas have no 
especial protectors among the gods).** The Magadhas are com- 
prehenders of signs ; the Ko^alas comprehend from what they 
see ; the Kurus and the Panchalas comprehend from a half- 
uttered speech ; the Calwas cannot comprehend till the whole 
speech is uttered*^ The Mountaineers, like the Civis, are 
very stupid.* The Yavanas, 0 king, are omniscient; the 
Curas are particularly so.f The MLecchas are wedded to the 
creations of their own fancy. Other peoples cannot understand. 
The Vahikas resent beneficial counsels ; as regards the Madra- 
kas, they are none amongst those (mentioned above.) Thou, 0 
Calya, art so ! Thou shouldst not reply to mo.®* The Madra- 
kas are regarded on Earth as the dirt of every nation. So the 
Madra woman is called the dirt of the whole female sex.*^ They 
that have for their practices the drinking of spirits, the viola- 
tion of the beds of their preceptors, the destruction of the 
embryo by procuring miscarriage, and the robbing of other 
people 3 wealth, there is no sin that they have not ! Fie on 
the irattas and the people of the country of the five rivers :** 
Knowing this, be silent ! Do not seek to oppose me ! Do not 
let me slay Ke 9 ava and Arjuna, having slain thee first ;*®— 
“‘Calya said, — The abandonment of the afflicted and the 
sale of wives and children are, 0 Kama, prevalent amongst tho 
Angas whose king thou art!‘^ Recollecting those faults of 
thine that Bhishma recited on the occasion of the tale of 
Rathas and Atirathas^ drive away thy wrath ! Do not be 


* Literally,^*caia with difficulty be made to understand the mean* 
ing.'— T. , y 

+ A high compliment to the Yavanas and the Curas, probably the 
Greeks. Nilakantkti mi^es a (tesperate attempt to explaiu away the 
force of the passage, but farts miserably.— T, 
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^ngfy !*‘ Brahmanas may be found everywhere ; Kshatrlyae 
m%y be found everywhere ; so also Vaiijyaa and Cudras, 0 
Kama ! Women of chastity and excellent vows may also be 
found everywhere !** Everywhere men take delight in jesting 
with men and wounding one another. Lustful men also may 
be found everywhere.** Every one on every occasion can com* 
maud skill in speaking of the faults of others. No one, how- 
ever, knows his own faults, or knowing them, feels shame^** 
Everywhere are kings devoted to their respective religions, 
and employed in chastising the wicke 1. Everywhere may be 
found virtuous men.** It cannot be, 0 Kama, that all the 
people of a country are sinful. There are men in many coun- 
tries that surpass the very gods by their behaviour !— ’** 

“Sanjaya continued, — ‘Then king Duryodhana stopped Kama 
and Galya (from going on with their wordy warfare), ad- 
dressing the son of Radha as a friend, and beseeching Calya 
with joined hands.*^ Kama, 0 sire, was quieted by thy son 
and forebore saying anything more. Calya also then faced the 
enemy,*’ Then Radha’s son, smiling, once more urged Calya, 
saying, — Proceed ! — ’ ”*’ 


Section XLVI. 

“Sanjaya said, — ‘Beholding then that unrivalled array of 
the Farthas made by Dhrishtadyumna which was capable of 
resisting all hostile armies, Kama* proceeded, uttering leonine 
shouts and causing his car to produce a loud rattle. And he made 
the Earth to tremble with the loud din of musical instru- 
ments.* And that chastiser of foes, that hero in battle, seemed 
to tremble in rage. Duly disposing bis own troops in counter- 
array, 0 bull of Bharata’s race, that hero of great energy* made a 
great slaughter of the Pandava forces like Maghavat slaughter- 
ing the Amra host. Striking Tudhishthira then with many 
arrows, he placed the eldest son of Fandu to his right.’* 

“Dbritarashtra said, — ‘How, 0 Sanjaya, did the son of 
Radha dispose his forces in counter-array to all the Fandavas 
headed by Dhrishtadyumna and protected by Bhimasena, viz., 
all those great bowmen invincible by the very gods ?* Who, 
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O Sanjaya, stood in the wings and the further wings of our 
army ? Dividing themselves properly, how were the warriors 
stationed ?• How also did the sons of Pandu dispose their 
army in counter-array to mine ? How also did that great and 
awful battle commence ?’ Where was Vibhatsu when Kama 
proceeded against Yudhishthira? Who could succeed in assail- 
ing^Tudhishthira in the presence of Arjuna ?* That Arjuna 
who had vanquished, single-handed, in former days, all creatures 
at Khandava,— who else that is desirous of life, save the son of 
Kadha, would fight with him 

“Sanjaya said, — ‘Hear now of the formation of the arrays, 
the manner in which Arjuna came, and how the battle was 
fought by both sides surrounding their respective kings 
Caradwat s son Kripa, 0 king, and the Magadhas endued with 
great activity, and Kritavarman of the Satwata race, took up 
their position in the right wing.“ Oakuni, and the mighty 
car-warrior Uluka, standing on the right of these, and accom- 
panied by many fearless Gandhara horsemen armed with 
bright lances, and many mountaineers difficult of defeat, numer- 
ous as flights of locusts, and grim-looklng as Pigachas, pro- 
tected the (Kaurava) army/**** Four and thirty thousand 
unreturning cars of the SamsaptaJeas, mad with desire of 
battle, with thy sons in their midst, and all desirous of slay- 
ing Krishna and Arjuna, protected the left side (of the Kau- 
rava army)/* On their left, the Kamvojas, the Cakas, and 
the Yavanas, with cars and horse and foot, at the command of 
the Suta*s son, stood, challenging Arjuna and the mighty 
Ke<;ava/* In the centre, at the head of that host, stood 
Kama, clad in armour, with beatiful coat of mail and adorned 
with Angadas and garlands, for protecting that point/* Sup- 
ported by his own angry sons, that foremost of all wielders 
of weapons, that hero, shone resplendent at the head of the 
army as he drew his bow repeatedly/’ The mighty-armed 
Dus(;asana, possessed of the effulgence of the Sun or fire, with 
twany eyes, and handsome features, riding on the neck of a huge 
elephani^ surrounded by many troops, and stationed at the rear 
of the army, gradually ^approached for fight. Behind him came 
king Duryodl^na himself, 0 monarch, protected by his uterine 
21 
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brothers riding on beautiful steeds and cased in beautiful 
Protected by the united Madrakas and the Eekayas 
of exceeding energy, the king, O monarch, looked resplendent 
like Him of a hundred sacrifices when surrounded by the celea- 
tials.** Aewatthaman and the other foremost of mighty car- 
■warriors, and many ever- infuriate elephants shedding temporal 
secretions like the very clouds and ridden by brave Mlecchas, 
followed behind that car force.** Decked with triumphal stand- 
ards and blazing weapons, those huge creatures, ridden by 
warriors skilled in fighting from their backs, looked beautiful 
like hills overgrown with trees.** Many thousands of brave 
and unreturning warriors, armed with axes and swords, became 
the foot-guards of those elephants.*® Gorgeously decked with 
horsemen and car-warriors and elephants, that foremost of 
arrays looked exceedingly beautiful like the array of the celes- 
tials or of the Asitras.** That great array, formed according 
to the scheme of Vrihaspati by its commander well-versed in 
ways of battle, seemed to dance (as it advanced) and struck 
terror into the hearts of foes.** Like ever-appearing clouds in 
the season of rains, foot-soldiers and horsemen and car-warriors 
and elephants, longing for battle, began to issue from the wings 
and further wings of that array.*® Then king Yudhishthira, 
beholding Kama at the head of the (hostile) army, addressed 
Dhananjaya, that slayer of foes, that one hero in the world, 
and said these words — Behold, 0 Arjuna, the mighty array 
formed by Kama in battle ! The hostile force looks resplen- 
dent with its wings and further wings !** At sight of this vast 
hostile force, let such measures be adopted that it may not 
vanquish us !** — Thus addressed by the king, Arjuna replied 
with joined hands, — Everything will be done as thou sayest. 
Nothing will be othor\Yise I will, 0 Bharata, do that 
by which the destruction of the enemy may be compassed ! 
By slaying their foremost of warriors, I will achieve their 
destruction — 

“‘Yudhishthira said, — With that view, do thou proceed 
against tha son of Eadha, and let Bhimasena proceed, against 
Suyodhana, Nakula against Vrisfiaseija, Sahadeva, against 
the 'Sah of Suvala, Cfttamka against Dus 5 asana, that bull 
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Amongst the Cinis, viz., Satyaki, against the son of Hridikaj 
and Pandya against the son of Drona ! I myself will fight 
with Kripa."-” Let the sons of Draupadi, with Cikhandin 
amongst them, proceed against the rest of the Dhartarash- 
tras; Let the other warriors of our army encounter our other 
foes I**— ’ 

“Sanjaya cotninued,— ‘Thus addressed by Yudhishthira tho 
just, Dhananjaya said, — So be it ! — and ordered his troops (to 
do the needful) and himself proceeded to the head of tho 
army,** That car for which the Leader of the universe, viz., 
Agni, who derives his effulgence from Brahman, became- the 
steeds, that car which was known amongst the gods as belong- 
ing to Brahman because it sprang first from Brahman himself,** 
that car which in days of old had successively borne Brahman 
and I(;ana and Indra and Varuna one after another, riding 
on that primeval car, Ke^ava and Arjiina now proceeded to 
battle.**, Beholding that advancing car of wonderful aspect, 
Oalya once more said unto Adhiratha’s son, that warrior of great 
energy in battle, these words ;** — Yonder comes that ear hav- 
ing white steeds yoked unto it and owning Krishna for its 
driver, that vehicle incapable of being resisted by all the 
troops, like the inevitable fruit of work !* There comes the 
son of Kunti, slaughtering his foes along the way, — he, that 
is, about whom thou hadst boon enquiring !** Since tremen- 
dous is the uproar that ^"3 being hoard, deep as the roar of 
the clouds, it is, without doubt, those high-souled ones, viz., 
Vasudeva and Dhananjaya !*® Yonder ascends a cloud of dust 
that overspwads the welkin like a canopy ! The whole Earth, 
0 Karna, seems to tremble, cut deep by the circumference of 
Arjuna’s wheels !*‘ These violent winds are blowing on both, 
mdea of thy army ! These carnivorous creatures are yelling 
aloud, and these animals are uttering fearful cries !** Behold, 
O Kama, tho terrible and portentuous Ketu of vapoury form, 
making the hair to stand on end, hath appeared, covering the 
Sun If** Bshoid, diverse kinds of anime Is, all around in large 

* Work rausi be followed by fruit.— T. 

t iSie maiignant planet know by that name,— T. 
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packs, and many mighty wolves and tigers, are looking al 
the Sun!** Behold those terrible iTanX^ts and those valtures^ ' 
assembled together in thousands, sitting with faces towards one 
another, in seeming discourse !** Those colored yak-tails at- 
tached to thy great car are waving unqvietly !* Thy standard 
also is trembling !** Behold, these thy beautiful steeds, of 
huge limbs, and great speed resembling that of soaring birds, are 
also quivering !** From these portents, it is certain that kings, 
in hundreds and thousands, 0 Kama, deprived of life, will lie 
down on the ground for eternal sleep !*' The loud uproar of 
conchs, making the hair to stand on end, is being heard 1 
The sound also of drums and cymbals, 0 son of RSdha, 
is being heard on all sides,*’ as also the whizz of diverse 
kinds of arrows, and the din made by cars and steeds and men ! 
Listen also, 0 Kama, to the loud twang produced by the 
bow-strings of high-souled warriors 1” Behold, 0 Kama, those 
banners of Arjuna, that are equipt with rows of bells, and 
decked with golden moons and stars ! Made by skilful artists 
out of cloths embroidered with gold and of diverse hues, they 
are blazing with resplendence on Arjuna’s car as they are shaken 
by the wind, like flashes of lightning in a mass of clouds !**'** 
Behold those (other) banners producing sharp sounds as they 
wave in the air I Those car-warsiors of the high-souled Panchi- 
las, with flag-decked standards on tLeir vehicles, are looking res- 
plendent, O Kama, like the very gods on their celestial cars 1** 
Behold the heroic son of Kunti, the unvtvnquished Vibhatsu, 
with that foremost of apes on his standard, adtancing for the 
destruction of the foe !‘* There, on the top of Partba’s stand- 
ard, is to be seen that terrible ape, that enhancer of the fears of 
foes, attracting the gaze (of warriors) from every side !** The 
discus, the mace, the bow called gsmga and the conch (called 
Panehajannya) of the intelligent Krishna, as also his gem 
Kawstvhha, look exceedingly beautiful in him !** The wielder 
of gd,mga and the mace, viz,, Tasudeva, of great energy, 
cometh, urging those white steeds endued with the fleetness 
of the wind I*’ Yonder twangs Oandiva," drawn by Savya- 

f AootbcareadiDK is. “mb blazinff.’’— t* i»— “ 
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Sachin! Those wheeted shafts, sped by that strong-ramed 
hdro, are destroying bis enemies I” The Earth is strewn 
with the heads of unretreating kings, with faces beauti- 
ful as the moon at full, and decked with large and expansive 
eyes of coppery hue !•’ There the arms, looking like spiked 
maces, with weapons in grasp, and smeared with excellent 
perfumes, of warriors delighting in battle and contending with 
uplifted weapons, are falling !** Steeds with eyes, tongues, 
and entrails drawn out, along with their riders, are falling and 
fallen and deprived of life lie prostrate on the Earth !“ Those 
lifeless elephants, huge as mountain summits, torn, mangled, 
and pierced by Fartha, are falling down like veritable hills 1‘* . 
Those cars, looking like the changeful forms of vapour in the 
sky, with their royal riders slain, are falling down like the 
celestial cars of the denizens of heaven upon the exhaustion of ^ 
the letters’ merits !“ Behold, the army is exceedingly agitated 
by the diadem-decked Arjuna, like herds of countless cattle 
by a maned lion !** There the Panda va heroes, advancing 
for the attack, are slaying kings and large numbers of ele- 
phants and steeds and car-warriors and foot-soldiers of thy 
army engaged in battle !** There, Fartha, shrouded (by friends 
and foes and weapons and dust) is not to be seen, like the Sun 
shrouded by clouds ! Only the top of his standard may be 
seen and the twang of his bowstring may be heard !" Thou . 
art sure, 0 Kama, to behold today that hero of white steeds 
and with Krishna for his driver, engaged in slaughtering his 
foes in battle ! Thou art sure of beholding him about whom 
thou hadst been enquiring !‘^ Today, 0 Kama, thou art sure 
to behold those two tigers among men, both of red eyes, both 
chastisers of foes, viz., Vasudeva and Arjuna, stationed on the 
same car 1** If, 0 son of Badha, thou succeedest in slaying 
him that hath Eegava for his driver and Gandivd for his bow, 
then thou shalt be our king !*’ Challenged by the ffamsupta- 
few, Fartha now proceedeth against them ! T aat mighty war- 
rior is engaged in making a great slaughter of his foes in 
battle !^*— Unto the ruler of the Madras who was saying so, 
Kama, injuge, said,- -Behold, Fartha is assailed on all sides 
;by the angry Like the Sun shrouded by the 
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clouds, Partha is no longer visible ! Plunged into that ocean 
of warriors, 0 Galya, Arjuna is sure to perish I’*— 

" 'Galya said,— Who Is there that would slay Varuna with 
water, or quench fire with fuel ? Who is there that would 
seize the wind, or drink ofi" the ocean ?’* I regard the act of 
afflicting Partha to be even such ! Arjuna is incapable of 
being vanquished in battle by the very gods and the Amras 
united together and having Indra himself at their head?” 
Or, suffer thyself to be gratified, and be of easy mind, having 
said those words (about thy capacity to slay Partha) ! Par- 
tha’cannot be conquered in battle ! Accomplish some other 
purpose thou mayst have in thy mind.’* He that would 
uplift this Earth on his two arms, or burn all creatures in 
wrath, or hurl the gods from heaven, may vanquish Arjuna in 
“ battle !’• Behold that other heroic son of Kunti, viz,, Bhima, 
who is never fatigued mth exertion, blazing with resplendence, 
mighty-armed, and standing like another Meru !” With wrath 
ever kindled, and longing for revenge, Bhima of great energy 
stands there, desirous of victory in battle, and remembering 
all his injuries !” There that foremost of virtuous men, viz., 
king Yudhisthira the just, that subjugator of hostile towns, 
stands, difficult of being resisted by foes in battle !” There 
stand those two tigers among men, the twin Acjwins, the two 
uterine brothers Nakula and Sahadeva, both invincible in 
battle !** Yonder may be seen the five sons of Krishna, that 
have the features of Pilnchala princes ! All of them, equal to 
Arjuna in battle, are standing, desirous of fight !** There the 
sons of Drupada, headed by Dhrishtadyumna, swelling with 
pride and energy, — heroes endued with great energy, — have 
taken up their stand !** There, that foremost one among the 
Satwatas, viz., Satyaki, irresistible like Indra, advanceth 
against us, from desire of fight, like the Destroyer himself in 
wrath before our eyes !”— While those two lions among men 
were thus addressing each other, the two armies mingled 
fiercely in battle, like the currents of Ganga and Yamuna,’ ”•* 
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“Dhiptarashtra said, — When the two armies, duly arrayed, 
thus mingled with each other for battle, 0 Sanjaya, how did 
Fartha assail the Samsaptakas, and how Kama, the Panda- 
vas .Tell me the incidents of the battle in detail, for thou 
art skilled in narration ! Listening to the accounts of the 
prowess of heroes in battle, I am never satiated !’* 

“Sanjaya said, — ‘Observing the vast hostile force stationed 
in that manner, Arjuna arrayed his troops in proper form, in 
consequence of the evil policy of thy son.’ The vast Pandava 
force then, teeming with horsemen and elephants and foot- 
soldiers and cars, and headed by Dhrishtadyumna, looked ex- 
ceedingly magnificient.* With his steeds white as pigeons, 
the son of Prishata, equal in splendour to the Sun or the Moon, 
armed with bow, looked resplendent like Death himself in em- 
bodied form.* The sons of Draupadi, desirous of battle, stood 
by the side of Parshata. They were clad in excellent coats of 
mail, and armed with excellent weapons, and all of them were 
endued with the prowess of tigers. Possessed of effulgent 
bodies, they followed their maternal uncle like the stars appear- 
ing with the Moon.* Beholding the Samsaptakas standing in 
array, Arjuna, with wrath excited, rushed against them, draw- 
ing his bow Geindiva.'' The Samsaptakas then, desirous of 
slaying Arjuna, rushed against Partha, firmly resolved on 
victory, and making death their goal.’ That brave host of 
heroes, teeming with men, steeds, infuriate elephants, and 
cars, began very quickly to afflict Arjuna.’ Their encounter 
with Kiritin became exceedingly furious. That encounter 
resembled the one that took place between Arjuna and the 
Nivatakavachas as we have heard.*’ Partha cut off cars 
and steeds and standards and elephants and foot-soldiers en- 
gaged in fight, and shafts-and bows and swords and disci and 
battle-axes, and uplifted arms with weapons in grasp, and 
the heads also of foes, by thousands upon thousands."*’* 
The SamJifptdlcas, regarding the car of Partha sunk in that 
deep vortex of warriors, uttered loud roars.'* Partha, how- 
ever, slaying all his foes in frdnt, slew those that stood further 
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oflf, and then those that were on his right and his back, like 
Rudra himself in rage slaughtering all created things endued 
with life.** The encounter that took place between the Pancha- 
las, the Chodis, and the Srinjayas, with thy troops, was 
exceedingly fierce.** Kripa, and Kritavarman, and Cakuni the 
son of Suvala, — those heroes difficult of defeat in battle, — accom- 
panied by troops that were all cheerful, themselves filled, with 
rage, and capable of smiting down thick ranks of cars, fought 
with the -Ko^alas, the Ka 9 is, the Matsyas, the Karushas, the 
Kaikayas, and the Curasenas, all of whom were possessed of 
great courage.**"*^ That battle, fraught with great slaughter, 
and destructive of body, life, and sins, became conducive to fame, 
heaven, and virtue, in respect of the Kshatriya, the Vai 9 ya, 
and the Cudra heroes that engaged in it.** Meanwhile the Kuru 
king Duryodhaiia, with his brothers, O bull of Bharata's race, 
and supported by many Kuru heroes and many mighty Madraka 
car-warriors, protected Kama while the latter was engaged in 
battle with the Pandavas, the Panchalas, the Chedis, and 
Satyaki.*®"*** Destroying that vast division with his sharp 
arrows, and causing many foremost of car-warriors, Kama suc- 
ceeded in afflicting Yudhishthira.** Cutting off the armour, 
the weapons, and the bodies of thousands of foes and slaying 
his foes by thousands, and sending them to heaven and making 
them earn great fame, Kama caused his friends great joy.®* 
Thus, 0 sire, that battle, destructive of men, steeds, and cars, 
between the Kurus and the Srinjayas, resembled the battle be- 
tween the gods and the Astoras of old.' ' ** 


Section XLVIII. 

“Dhritarashtra said,— Tell me, 0 Sanjaya, how Kama, hav- 
ing caused a great slaughter after penetrating into the midst of 
the Pandava troops, struck and afflicted king Yudhishthira.* 
Who were those foremost of heroes among the Parthas that 
resisted Karna ? Who were they whom Kama crushed before 
son of Afihiratha could succeed in afflicting Yudhishthira 
“Sanjaya said,— Beholding the Parthas headed by Dhrishta- 
dyi^mna^^ stationed for battle, that crusher of foes, viz,, Kama, 
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puslied impetuously against the Panchalas,® Like swans rush- 
ing towards the sea, the P&nchalas, longing for victory, rushed 
as q^iickly against that high-souled warrior advancing to the 
encounter* Then the blare of thousands of conchs, as if 
piercing the heart by its shrillness, arose from both hosts, and 
the fierce peal also of thousands of drums,* The sound also of 
diverse musical instruments and the noise made by elephants 
and steeds and cars, and the leonine shouts of heroes, that arose 
there, became exceedingly awful.* It seemed that the whole 
Earth with her mountains and trees and oceans, the entire 
welkin covered with wind-tossed clouds, and the whole firma- 
ment with the Sun, the Moon, and the stars, trembled with 
that sound.’ Even such all creatures regarded that noise to be 
and became agitated. Those amongst them that were endued 
with little strength fell dead.* Then Kama, excited with great 
wrath, quickly invoking his weapons, began to smite the Pan- 
dava army like Maghavat smiting the army of the -dmras.® 
Penetrating then into the Pandava host and shooting his 
arrows, Kama slew- seven and seventy foremost of warriors 
among the Prabhadrakas,^® Then that foremost of car-warriors, 
with five and twenty sharp shafts equipt with goodly wings, 
slew five and twenty Panchalas.” With many cloth-yard shafts 
equipt with wings of gold and capable of piercing the bodies 
of all foes, that hero slew the Chedis by hundreds and thou- 
sands.^* While he was employed in achieving those super- 
human feats in battle, large throngs of Panchala cars, 0 king, 
quickly surrounded him on all sides.** Aiming then, 0 Bha- 
rata, five irresistible shafts, Kama, otherwise called Vaikartana 
or Vrisha, slew five Panchala warriors.** The five Panchalas, 
0 Bharata, that he slew in that battle were Bhanudeva and 
Chitrasena and Senavindu and Tapana and Curasena.** While 
the Panchala heroes were thus being slaiigbfcered with arrows 
in that great battle, loud cries of Oh and Alas arose from 
among the PSnchala host.** Then ten car-warriors among the 
Panchalas, 0 monarch, surrounded Kama. Them too, Kama 
speedily slew with his^shafts.*’ The two protectors of Kama’s 
cai- wheels, viz., hi^ two invincible sons, 0 sire, that were 
named Sushena and Satyasena, began to fight, reckless of 
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their very lives.’* The eldest son of Kama, viz., the mighty 
car- warrior Vrishasena, himself protected his father’s rear.** 
Then Dhrishtadyumna, and Satyaki, and the five sons of 
Draupadi, and Vrikodara, and Janamejaya, and Gikhandin, 
and many foremost warriors among the Prabhadrakas,’® and 
many amongst the Chedis, the Kaikayas, and the Panchalas, 
the twins (Naknla and Sahadeva), and the Matsyas, all clad 
in mail, rushed fiercely upon Rildhas son skilled in smit- 
ing, from desire of slaying him.*’ Pouring upon him diverse 
kinds of weapons and thick showers of arrows, they began to 
afflict him, like the clouds afflicting the mountain-breast in the 
isoason of rains.** Desirous of rescuing their father, the sons 
of Kama, all of whom wore effectual smiters, and many other 
heroes, 0 king, of thy army, resisted those (Pandava) heroes.*® 
Sushena, cutting off with a broad headed arrow the bow of 
Bhimasena, pierced Bhima himself with seven cloth-yard shafts 
in the chest, and uttered a loud roar.®^ Then Vrikodara of 
terrible prowess, taking up another tough bow and stringing 
it quickly, cut aff Sushona s bow,** Excited with rage and as if 
dancing (on his car), he quickly pierced Sushena himself 
with ten arrows, and then pierced Kama, within the twinkling 
of an eye, with seventy sharp shafts.** With ten other shafts, 
Bhima then felled Bhanusena, another son of Kama, with his 
steeds, driver, weapons, and standard, in the very sight of the 
latter’s friends.*^ The sightly head of that youth, graced with 
a face as beautiful as the Moon, cut off with a razor-headed 
arrow, looked like a lotus plucked from its stalk.** Having 
slain Kama’s son, Bhima began to afflict thy troops once more. 
Gating off the bows then of Kripa and Hridikas son, he began 
iio afflict those two also.** Piercing Diis(;asana with three 
arrows made wholly of iron, and Cakuni with six., he deprived 
both Tlluka and (his brother) Patatri of their c^s.*® Address- 
ing Sushena next in these words, viz .,— art slain I 
—Bhima took up an arrow. Kama, however, cut off that 
arrow and struck Bhima himself with three shafts.*’ Then 
Bhima took up lanojiher straight arrow of great impetuosity 
;and sped it at Sushena. But Vrisha cut that arrow also.” 
Then K^nty" desirous of rescuing bis son, and 'wishing to make 
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an of tlio cruel Bhimasena, struck the latter with thrf(r 
and Wenty fierce arrows.** Then Sushona, taking up an ex- 
cell^t bow capable of bearing a great strain, pierced Nakula 
with? fire arrows in the arms and the chest.*^ Nakula, then, 
piercing his antagonist with twenty strong shafts capable of 
bearing a great strain, uttered a loud roar and inspired Kama 
with fright.*^ The mighty car- warrior Susliena, however, O' 
king, piercing Nakula with ten shafts, quickly cut off the 
latter’s bow with a razor-headed arrow.** Then Nakula, in- 
sensate with rage, took up another bow, and resisted Su- 
shena in that battle with nine shafts,®’ That slayer of hostile 
heroes, 0 king, shrouding all the quarters with showers of 
arrows, slew .Sushena’s driver, and piercing Sushena himself' 
again with three shafts, and then with three other broad-head^ 
ed arrows, cut off bis bow of great strength into three frag- 
ments.** Sushena also, deprived of his senses in rage, took up 
another bow and pierced Nakula with sixty arrows and Saha- 
deva with seven.** The battle raged fiercely, like that of the 
gods and the Asuras^ between those heroes striking one an- 
other.*® Satyaki, slaying the driver of Vrishasona with three 
arrows, cut off the latter’s bow with a broad-headed shaft aiid 
struck his steeds with seven arrows.** Crushing his standard 
then with another arrow, he struck Vrishasena himself with 
three arrows in the chest. Thus struck, Vrishasena became 
senseless on his car, but within the twinkling of an eye, 
stood up again.** Deprived of his driver and steeds and car 
and standard by Yuyudliana, Vrishasena then, armed with 
sword and shield, rushed against Yuyudhana from desire of 
slaying him.** Satyaki; however, as his antagonist rushed 
towards him, struck at his sword and shield with ten arrows 
equipt with heads like a boar’s ear.** Then^Diis 9 asana, behold- 
ing Vrishasena made earless and weaponless quickly caused 
him to ascend bis own 'car, and bearing him away from the spot, 
caused him to ride another vehicle.** The mighty car- warrior 
Vrishasena then, riding on another vehicle, pierced the five 
sons'bf Qraupadi wit^^ and Yuyudhana with five,** 

and Bhimasena with fouy an^ sixty, and Sahadeva with fire, - 
and Nakula with thirty, and Catanika with seven arrows,*’ ajid 
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Cikhandin with ten, and king Yudhiahthira with a hundred!. 
These and many other foremost of heroes, Q king, all inspired 
with desire of victory,^* that great bowman, viz., the son of 
Kama, O monarch, continued to afflict with his shafts. Then, 
in that battle, the invincible Vrishasena continued to protect 
the rear of Karna,^* The grandson of Cini, having made 
Dus 9 asana driverless and steedless and earless by means of 
nine times nine arrows made wholly of iron, struck Dus^asana 
himself with ten shafts in the forehead.*® The Kuru prince 
then, riding on another car that was duly equipt (with every 
necessary implement), once more began to fight with the 
Pandavas, from within the division of Karna.*‘ Then Dhrista- 
dyumna pierced Kama with ten arrows, and the sons of Drau- 
padi pierced him with three and seventy, and Yuyudhana with 
seven.** And Bhimasena pierced him with four and sixty 
arrows, and Sahadova with seven. And Nakula pierced him 
with thirty arrows, .and Catanika with seven. And the heroic 
Cikhandin pierced him with ten, anij- king Yudhishthira with 
a hundred.** These and other foremost of men, 0 monarch, 
all inspired with desire of victory, began to grind that great 
bowman, viz., the Suta's son, in that dreadful battle.** That 
chastiser of foes, viz., the Suta's son of great heroism, per- 
forming quick evolutions with his car, pierced every one of 
those warriors with ten arrows.** We then, 0 king, witnessed 
the lightness of hand displayed by the high-souled Kama and 
the energy of his weapons. Indeed, what we saw appeared to 
be highly wonderful.** People could not notice when he took 
up his arrows, when he aimed them, and when he let them off 
They only beheld his enemies dying fast in consequence of his 
wrath.*^ The sky, the firmament, the Earth, and all the 
quarters, seemed to be entirely shrouded with sharp arrows. 
The firmament looked resplendent as if covered with red clouds,** 
The valiant son of Radha, armed with the bow, and as if danc- 
ing (on his car), pierced each of his assailants with thrice as 
many arrows as each of them had pierced him 'with.** And 
once more piercing each of them, and his steeds, driver, car, 
and stanfjard, with ten arrows, he ‘ uttered a loud roar. His 
assailatit^ then gave hirii a way (through which he passed out).** 
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Having crushed those migl^ty bowmen with showers of arrows, 
the soil of Eadha, that crusher of foes, then penetrated, un- 
resistedji into the midst of the division commanded the Pandava 
king/*. destroyed thirty cars of the unreturning 

Chodia, the son of Radha struck Yudhishthira with many sharp 
arrows/* Then many Pandava warriors, 0 king, with Cikhan- 
din and Safeyaki, desirous of rescuing the king from the son of 
Radha, surrounded the former/® Similarly all the brave and 
mighty bowmen of thy army resolutely protected the irresisti- 
ble Kama in that battle/^ The noise of diverse musical instru- 
ments arose then, 0 king, and the leonine shouts of brave 
warriors rent the sky,** And the Kurus and the Pandavas once 
more fearlessly encoui>teTed each other, the former headed by 
the Suta’s son and th<^ latter by Yudhishthira.’'’®* 


Section XLIX. 

* Sanjaya said, — ' Piercing through the Pandava host, Kama, 
surrounded by thousands of cars and elephants and steeds and 
foot soldiers, rushed towards king Yudhishthira the just/ Cut- 
ting off with hundreds of fierce shafts the thousands of weap- 
ons sped at him by his foes, Vrisha fearlessly pierced through 
that host/ Indeed, the Suta’s son cut off the heads, the arms, 
and the thighs of his enemies, who, deprived of life, fell down 
on the Earth. Others, finding their divisions broken, fled 
avvay/ The Dravida, the Andhaka, and the Nishada foot- 
soldiers, urged on by Satyaki, once more rushed towards Kama 
in that battle, from desire of slaying him.* Deprived of arms 
and head-gears, and slain by Kama with his shafts, they fell 
down simultaneously on the Earth, like a forest of Cixld trees 
cut down (with the axe)/ Thus hundreds, thousands, and ten 
thousands of combatants, deprived of life aiid fiUing the whole 
welkin with t^heir fame, fell down with their bodies on the 
Earth/ The Pandus and the Panchalas obstructed Kama, 
otherwise called Vaikstftana, who careered wrathfully in battle 
like the Destroyer himself, even as people seek to obstruct a 
disease with incantations and> drugs/ . Crushing all those as- 
sailants, Kama once mcitc rushed towards Yudhishthira^ like 
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an irresistible disease unchecked by incantations and drugs , and 
(propitiatory) , rites* At last checked by the Pandus, the 
Panchalas, and the Kekayas, all of whom were desirous of 
rescuing the king, Kama could not succeed in p asaj ng them 
over like Death that is unable to van(]uish persons conversan t 
with Brahma.* Then Tudhishthira, with eyes red in wrath, ad- 
dressed Kama, that slayer of hostile heroes, who was held in 
check at a litte distance from him, and said these words 0 
Kama, 0 Kama, 0 thou of vain sight, 0 son of a Suta, listen 
to my words ! Thou always challengest the active Phalguna in 
battle !*' Obedient to the counsels of Dhritarashtra’s son, thou 
always seekest to oppose us ! Mustering thy great prowess, 
show thou today all thy might, all thy energy,, and all the 
hatred thou bearest towards the sons of Pandu !** Today, in 
dreadful encounter, I will purge thee of thy desire for battle !‘* 
—Having said these words, the son of Pandu, 0 king, pierced 
Kama with ten shafts made entirely of iron and equipt with 
wings of gold.** That chastiser of foes, and great bowman, 
viz., the Suta’s son, 0 Bharata, pierced Yudhishthira, with 
the greatest care, in return, with ten arrows equipt with heads 
like the calfs tooth.'* Thus pierced by the Suta’s son in con- 
tempt, 0 sire, the mighty-armed Yudhishthira blazed up with 
wrath like a fire upon receiving butter.'* Bending bis formid- 
able bow decked with gold, the son of Pandu placed on his bow- 
string a whetted arrow capable of piercing the very hills.'* 
Drawing the bow to its fullest stretch, the king quickly sped 
that arrow, ftital as the rod of the Destroyer, from desire of 
slaying the Suta’s son." Sped by the king endued with great 
might, that arrow whose whizz resembled the noise of the 
thunder, suddenly pierced Kama, that mighty car-warrior, 
on his left side.** Deeply afflicted by the violence of that 
stroke, the mighty-armed' Kama, with weakened limbs,' fell 
into a swoon on his car, his bow dropping from h,is hand.** 
Beholding Kama in that plight, the vast Dhartarashtra host 
uttered cries of Oh and Alas, and the faces of all the comba- 
tants became^ colorless,*' Beholding the prowess of their 
king, amongst the Pandavas, on ‘the other hand, 0 mon- 
arclii 'Ilibijine roars and shouts and confused cries of joy arose.** 
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The son of RSpdha, however, of cruel prowess, recovering bis 
senses soon enough, set his hearfe^ on the desfcrucfeion of Yudhish- 
thira.** * Drawing his formidable bow called Vijaya that was 
decked with gold, the Suta's son of immeasurable soul began 
to resfet the son of Pandu wifch his sharp shafts.*^ With a 
couple of razor-headed arrows he slew in that encounter Chan- 
dradeVa and Dandadhara, the two Panchala princes, that pro- 
tected i4ie two car wheels of the high^souled Yudhishthira.®* 
EacJt'^ of those heroes, standing by the aide of Yudhishbhira's 
car, had looked resplendent like the constellation PunarvasMif 
by the side of the Moon.®* Yudhishthira, however, once 
mare pierced Kama with thirty arrows. And he struck Su- 
shena and Satyasena, each with three arrows.*® And ho pierced 
every one of the protectors of Kama with three straight 
arrows.** The son of Adhiratha then, laughing and shaking 
bis bow, inflicted a cutting wound on the king s body with 
a broad-headed arrow, and again pierced him with sixty arrows 
Mid then uttered a loud shout.** Then many foremost heroes 
unengst the Pandavas, desirous of rescuing the king, rushed 
in wrath towards Kama and began to grind him with their 
arrows.*® Satyaki and ChekiLana and Yuyutsu and Cikhandin 
md the sons of Draupadi, and the Prabhadrakas,** and the 
jwins (Nakala and Sahadeva) and Bhimasena and Ci(jupala, and 
;he Karushas, the Matsyas, the Curas, the Kaikayas, the Kagis, 
ind the Ko(;a]as,** all these brave heroes, endued with great 
activity, assailed Vasushena. The Panchala prince Janamejaya 
;hen pierced Kama with many arrows.®* The Pandava heroes, 
irmed with diverse kinds of arrows* and diverse weapons, and 
.ccompanied by cars and elephants and steeds, rushing towards 
Sarna, encompassed him on all sides, from desire of slaying 
Thus assailed on all sides by the. foremost of Pandava 
rarriors, Kama invoked into existence the brahma weapon 
nd filled all the points of the compass with arrows.*® The 
loroic Karna then,-l^e unto a blazing fire having shafts for 
bs scorching flame, €^ered in battle, burning that forest of 

i TT — . 

* 1 ^ not render the name^of the several kinds-of arrows mentioned 
Bre as those hamos have in several instances been rendered before.— -T* 
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Pandava troops.” The high-souled Kama, that great bowman, 
aiming some mighty weapons, and laughing the while, cut off 
the bow of that foremost of men, viz., Yudhishthira.” Then 
aiming ninety straight arrows within the twinkling of an eye, 
Kama cut off, with those sharp shafts, the armour of his 
antagonist.” That armour, decked with gold and set with 
gems, looked beautiful, as it fell down, like a wind-tossed cloud ^ 
penetrated by the rays of the Sun.*® Indeed, that armour, ' 
adorned with costly brilliants, fallen off from the body of that 
foremost of men, looked beautiful like the firmament in the 
night, bespangled with stars.** His armour cut off with those 
arrows, the son of Pritha, covered with blood, wrathfully 
hurled at the son of Adhiratha a dart made wholly of iron.*® 
Kama, however, cut (into pieces) that blazing dart, as it cours- 
ed through the welkin, with seven shafts. That dart, thus 
cut off with those shafts of that groat bowman, fell down on 
the Earth.** Then Yudhishthira, striking Kama with four 
lances in his two arms and forehead and chest, repeatedly! 
uttered loud shouts,** Thereupon blood spouted forth from the I 
wounds of Kama, and the latter, filled with rage and breathing 
like a snake, cut off his antagonist s standard and pierced the 
Pandava himself with three broad-headed arrows,** And he 
also cut off the couple of quivers (that is foe had) and the car 
(he rode) into minute fragments. Thereupon the king, riding 
on another car unto which were yoked those steeds, white as 
ivory and having black hair on their tails, that used to bear 
him (to battle), turned his face and began to fly. Thus did: 
Yudhishthira begin to retreat. His Pdrshni driver had been| 
slain.**"” He became exceedingly cheerless and unable to stay 
before Kama, The son of Kadha then, pursuing Yudhishthira 
the son of Pandu,*-* cleansed himself by touching him in 
the shoulder with his own fair hand (the palm of which was) 
graced with the auspicious signs of the thunder-bolt, the um- 
brella, the hook, the fish, the flag, the tortoise, and the conch- 
shell, and desired to seize him by force. He then remem- 
bered the words of Kunti.*®"*® ^Then Calya addressed him ancf 
saidj^Bo not, 0 Karna, seize this best of kings ! As soon as 
thou seizest him, he will reduce both thee and me to ashes !*'— 
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There is R town of the name of Cakala, a river of the name of 
iLpaga^ and a clan of the Vahikas known by the name of the 
Jarttikas. The practices of these people are very censurable.*® 
They drink the liqour called Oauda^ and eat fried barley with 
it. They also eat beef with garlics. They also eat cakes of 
flour mixed with meat, and boiled rice that is bought from 
othfe,* Of righteous practices they have none." Their women, 
intoxicated with drink and divested of robes, laugh and dance 
outside the walls of houses in cities, without garlands and 
unguents,** singing all the while drunken and obscene songs of 
diverse kinds that are as musical as the bray of the ass or the 
bleat of the camel. In intercourse they are absolutely without 
any restraint, and in all other matters they act as they like. 
Maddened with drink, they call upon one another, using many 
endearing epithets.** Addressing many drunken exclamations to 
their husbands and lords, the fallen women among the Vahikas, 
without observing restrictions even on sacred days, give them- 
selves up to dancing.*® One of those wicked Vahikas, — one, 
that is, that lived amongst those arrogant women, — who hap- 
pened to live for some days in ICurujangala, burst out with 
cheerless heart, saying,** — Alas, that (Vahika) maiden of large 
proportions, dressed in thin blankets, is thinking of me, — her 
Vahika lover,— that is now passing his days in Kurujangala. 
at the hour of her going to bed 1*® Crossing the Sutledge and 
the delightful Iravati, and arriving at my own country, when 
shall I cast my eyes upon those beautiful women with thick 
frontal bones, with blazing circlets of red arsenic on their fore- 
heads, with streaks of jet black collyrium on their eyes, and 
their beautiful forms attired in blankets and skins and them- 
selves uttering shrill cries !** When shall I be happy, in the 
company of those intoxicated ladies amid the niusic of drums 
and kettle-drums and coxichs sweet as the cries of asses and 
camels and mules !** When shall I be amongst those ladies 
eating cakes of flour and meal and balls of pounded barley mixed 
with skimmed milk, in the forests, having many pleasant paths, 



• Orthodox Hindus must boil their own rice, without purchasing 
boiled rice from others. To this day the practice is observed.— T. 
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of fajni and P'Uit and ^a»'ij’a /** When sliall I, amidst my 
own countrymen, mustering in strength on the high-roads, fall 
upon passengers, and snatching their robes and attires beat 
them repeatedly What man is there that would willingly 
dwell, even for a moment, amongst the Vahikas that are so 
fallen and wicked and so depraved in their practices ?**— -Even 
thus did that Brahraana describe the Vabikas of base behaviour, 
a sixth of whose merits and demerits is thine, 0 Galya !*'f 
Having said this, that pious Brahmana began once more to 
say what I am about to repeat respecting the wicked Vahikas. 
Listen to what I say !“— [In the largo and populous town of 
Cakala, a RlJishasa woman used to sing on evJly four&enth 
day of the dark fortnight, in accompaniment with a drum,**— ^ 
When shall I next sing the songs of the Vahikas in this Cakala 
town, having gorged myself with beef and drunk the 6auda 
liquor?*' When shall I again, decked in ornaments, and with 
those maidens and ladies of large proportions, gorge upon a large 
liumber of sheep** and large qtiantities of pork and beef and 
the meat of fowls and asses and camels ? They who do not eat 
sheep live in vain ! — ]** — Even thus, 0 Galya, the young and the 
old, among the inhabitants of Cakala, intoxicated with spirits, 
sing and cry ! How can virtue be met with among such 
a people?*’ Thou shouldst know this! I must, however, 
speak again to thee about what another Brahmana had said 
unto us in the Kuru court — [There where forests of Pilus 
stand, and those five rivers flow, viz., the Catadru, the Vipaeja, 
the Iravati, the Chandrabhaga, and the Vitasta and which have 
the Sindhu for their sixth, there in those regions removed 
from the Hiraavat, are the countries called by the name of 
the irattas. Those regions are without virtue and religion. 
No one should go thither. **■•* The gods, the Pitris, and 
the Brahmanas, never accept gifts from those that are fal- 
len, or those that aVe begotten by Cudras on the girls of 
other castes, or the Vahikas who never perform sacrifices and 

* 

f A king takes a sixth of the merits and demerits of hf^ snbjects. 
Hence, it is his interest to set them becometfighteous and abstain from 
sin.— T. 
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are exceedingly irreligious i] — That learned Brahmana had also* 
said ill the Kuril court, *•"** — [The Vahikas, without any feel- 
ings of revulsion, eat off wooden vessels having deep stomachs- 
and earthen plates and vessels that have been licked by 
dogs and that are stained with pounded barley and other 
corn.** The Vahikas drink the milk of sheep and camels 
and asses and eat curds and other preparations from those 
different kinds of milk.” Those degraded people number many 
bastards among them. There is no food and no milk that they 
do not take. The Sratta-Vahikas that are steeped in ignorance, 
should be avoided.]'"' — Thou shouldst know this, O Calya ! I 
must, however, again speak to thee about what another Brah- 
man^had sal® unto me in the Kuru court.” — [How can one 
go to heaven, having drunk milk in the town called Yugan- 
dhara, and resided in the place called Achyutasthala, and 
bathed in the spot called Bhutilaya ?**’ There where the five 
rivers flow just after issuing from the mountains, there among 
the Sratta-Vahikas, no respectable person should dwell even for 
two days.** There are two Pifachas in the river Vipaea, 
named Vahi and Hika. The Vahikas are the offspring of 
those two Pi^^has, They are not creatures created by the 
Creator. Being of such low origin, how can they be conver- 
sant with the duties ordained in the scriptures The Karash- 
karas, the Mahishakas, the Kalingas, the Keralas, the Karko- 
takas, the Virakas, and other peoples of no religion, one should 
always avoid.]** — Even thus did a Rnkshasa woman of gigantic 
hips speak unto a Brahmana who on a certain occasion went to 
that country for bathing in a sacred water and passed a single 
night there.** The regions are called by the name of the 
irattas. The people residing there arc called the Vahikas. 

• In Yugandhara all kinds of milk were sol# and taken. No one 
drinking milk in that town could be sure that what he took was pure 
vaccine milk. In Ach^^utasthala, women were unchaste and the conduct 
of the people irreligious. For a resident it was impossible to escape the 

contamination. In Bhutilaya, again, there was only one piece of water 
in whicij^Brfthmanas and C^andSIas used to bathe together. Thus Nila- 
kantba.— T. 
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The lowest of Brahmanas also are residing there from very 
remote times.** They are without the Veda and without 
knowbdge, without sacrifice and without the power to assist at 
others’ sacrifices. They are all fallen and many anoongst them 
have been begotten by Cudras upon other peoples’ girls. The 
gods never accept any gifts from them.** The Prasthalas, the 
Madras, the Gandharas, the Arattas, those called Khasas, the 
Vasatis, the Sindhus, and the Sauviras, are alnaost as blamtdtie 
in their practices. — ’ ”*‘ 


Section XLV. 

“ ‘Kama continued, — Thou shouldst know all this, 0 Calya f 
I shall, however, again speak unto thee f Listen with close 
attention to what I say.‘ Once on a time a Brahmana came 
to our house as a guest. Observing our practices he became 
highly gratified and said unto us :* — [I dwelt for a long time 
on a peak of Himavat quite alone. Since then I have seen 
diverse countries following diverse religions.* Never, however, 
have I seen all the people of a country act unrighteously. All 
the races I have met with admit that to be the true religion 
which has been declared by persons conversant with the Vedas* 
Travelling through various countries following various reli- 
gions, I, at last, O king, came among the Vahikas. There I 
heard* that one at first becomes a Brahmana and then becomes 
a Kshatriya. Indeed, a Vahika would, after that, become a 
Vai 9 ya, and then a Cudra, and then a barber.* Having become 
a barber, he would then again become a Brahmana. Returning 
to the status of a Brahmana, he would again become a slave.*' 
One person in a family becomes a Brahmana ; all the others, 
falling off from virtue, act as they like. The Gandharas, the 
Madrakas, and the 'V’ahikas, of little understanding, are even 
such.* Having travelled through the whole world I heard of 
these practices destructive of virtue, of these sinful irregulari- 
ties, amongst the 'Vahikas !*] — Thou shouldst know all this, 
0 Calya ! I shall, however, again speak to thee about those 
ugly words thaf another said unto me regarding the 
In former da^s a chaste woman was abducted by robbers (hail- 
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ing) from Sratta. Sinfully was she violated by them, upon 
which she cursed them, saying, “—[Since ye have sinfully 
violated a helpless girl who am not without a husband, there- 
fore, the women of your families shall all become unchaste 
Ye lowesfc of men, never shall ye escape from the consequences 
of this dreadful sin !]— It is for this, 0 Galya, that the sisters' 
sons of the irattas, and not their own sons, become their 
heirs, The Kauravas with the Panchalas, the Calwas, the 
Matsyas, the Naimiahas, the Kocalas, the Kagapaundras, the 
Kalingas, the Magadhas,*^ and the Chedis, who are all highly 
blessed, know what the eternal religion is. The wicked even 
of various countries know what religion is. The Vahikas, how- 
ever, live without righteousness.** Beginning with the Matsyas, 
the residents of the Kuru and the Panchala countries, the 
Naimishas as well, and the other respectable peoples, the pious 
among all races are conversant with the eternal truths of 
religion. This cannot be said of the Madrakas and the 
crooked-hearted race that resides in the country of the five 
rivers.** Knowing all these things, 0 king, hold thy tongue, 
0 Galya, like one deprived of utterance, in all matters con- 
nected with religion and virtue ! Thou art the protector and 
king of that people, and, therefore, the partaker of a sixth part 
of their merits and demerits.*^ Or, perhaps, thou art the 
partaker of a sixth part of their demerits only, for thou never 
protectest them. A king that protects is a sharer in the merits 
of his subjects. Thou art not a sharer in their merits.'* In 
days of yore, when the eternal religon was reverenced in all 
countries, the Grandsire, observing the practices of the country 
of the five rivers cried fie on them.** When even in the 
Krita age, Brahman had censured the practices of those fallen 
people of evil deeds who were begotten by Gudras on others 
Soil, what would you now say to men in the world Even 
thus did the Grandsire condemn the practices of the country of 
the five waters. When all people were observant of the duties 
of their respective orders, the Grandsire had to find fault with 

• Tlie^engal reading at tte end of the second line is “who is there 

that would succeed in shaming them ?” — T. 
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these men.*‘ Thou shouldst know all this, 0 Calya! I shall, 
however, again speak to thee ! A Rdkahasa of the name of 
Ealmashapada, while plunging in a tank, said,**— [Eleemosy na- 
tion is a Kshatriya’s dirt, while the non-observance of vows is a 
Brahmana’s dirt. The Vahikas are the dirt of the Earth, and the 
Madra women are the dirt of the whole female sex !]♦** While 
sinking in the stream, a king rescued the Rdkahasa. Asked 
by the former, the latter gave this answer. I will recite 'it to 
you. Listen to me !** — [The Mlecchaa are the dirt of mankind ; 
the oilmen are the dirt of the Mlecchaa ; eunuchs are the dirt 
of oilmen ; they who avail of the priestly ministrations of 
Kshatriyas, in their sacrifices, are the dirt of eunuchs.** The 
sin of those again that have the last-named persons for their 
priests, as also of the Madrakas, shall be thine if thou do not 
abandon me !]** — Even this was declared by the Rdkahasa to be 
the formula that should be used for curing a person possessed 
by a Rdkahasa or one killed by the energy of a poison. The 
words that follow are all very true.*^ The Panchalas observe 
the duties enjoined in the Vedas ; the Kauravas observe Truth ; 
the Matsyas and the Ciirasenas perform sacrifices ; the Eastern^ 
ers follow the practices of the Cudras ; the Southerners are 
fallen ; the Vahikas are thieves ; the Saurashtras are bastards.*® 
They that are defiled by ingratitude, theft, drunkenness, adul- 
tery with the wives of their preceptors, harshness of speech, 
slaughter of kine, lustful wanderings during the night out of 
home, and the wearing of other peoples’ ornaments, — what 
sin is there that they do not incur ? Fie on the irattas and 
the people of the country of the five rivers !** Commencing 
with the Panchalas, the Kuravas, the Naimishas, the Matsyas, 
—all these,— know what religion is. The old men among the 
Northerners, the Angas, the Magadhas, (without themselves 
knowing what virtue is) follow the practices of the pious.*® 
Many gods, headed by Agni, dwell in the East. The Pitris 
dwell in the South that is presided over by Yama of righteous 


* Th« sense to be that a Eshatriya subsisting on eleemosynary 
alms is the dirt ol all his order ; so a Br&hmaaa living withouVobeerving 

any vows is, the dirt of his order.— T. ’ 
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deods.*^ The West is protected by the mighty Varuna who 
overlooks the other gods there. The North is protected by 
the divine Soma along with the Brahmanas.** So Rakshasas 
and Pifdchaa protect Himavat, that best of mountains. The 
OiihyakaSt 0 great king, protect the mountains of Qandha- 
madana. Without doubt, Vishnu, otherwise called Janarddana, 
protects all creatures. (For all that, the Vahikas have no 
especial protectors among the gods).®* The Magadhas are com- 
prehenders of signs ; the Kocjalas comprehend from what they 
see ; the Kurus and the Panchalas comprehend from a half- 
uttered speech ; the Calwas cannot comprehend till the whole 
speech is uttered®^ The Mountaineers, like the Givis, are 
very stupid.* The Yavanas, 0 king, are omniscient; the 
Curas are particularly so.f®* The Mlecchas are wedded to the 
creations of their own fancy. Other peoples cannot understand. 
The Vahikas resent beneficial counsels; as regards the Madra- 
kas, they are none amongst those (mentioned above.) Thou, 0 
Galya, art so ! Thou shouldst not reply to me,®® The Madra- 
kas are regarded on Earth as the dirt of every nation. So the 
Madra woman is called the dirt of the whole female sex.*’^ They 
that have for their practices the drinking of spirits, the viola- 
tion of the beds of their preceptors, the destruction of the 
embryo by procuring miscarriage, and the robbing of other 
people’s wealth, there is no sin that they have not ! Fie on 
the irattas and the people of the country of the five rivers :®® 
Knowing this, be silent 1 Do not seek to oppose me I Do not 
let me slay K 05 ava and Arjuna, having slain thee first 1*® — 

‘Galya said, — The abandonment of the afflicted and the 
sale of wives and children are, 0 Kama, prevalent amongst the 
Angas whose king thou art!‘® Recollecting those faults of 
thine that Bhishma recited on the occasion of the tale of 
Rathas Atirathas, itive away thy ^ralh! Do not be 


♦ Literally, — *can with difficulty be made to understand the mean- 
ing.*— T. 

+ AJiigh compliment to^the Yavanas and the Curaa, probably the 
Greeks. Niiakantha makes a desperate attempt to explain away the 
force of the passage, but fails miBerably.-— T, 
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angry !*‘ Brahmanas may be found everywhere ; Kshatriyaa 
may be found everywhere ; so also Vaigyas and Cudras, 0 
Kama! Women of chastity and excellent vows Jiiay also be 
found everywhere !** Everywhere men take delight in jesting 
with men and wounding one another. Lustful men also may 
be found everywhere.** Every one on every occasion can com- 
mand skill in speaking of the faults of others. No one.-how- 
ever, knows his own faults, or knowing them, feels shame.** 
Everywhere are kings devoted to their respective religions, 
and employed in chastising the wicke 1. Everywhere may bo 
found virtuous mcn.*‘ It cannot be, 0 Kama, that all the 
people of a country are sinful. There are men in many coun- 
tries that surpass the very gods by their behaviour ! — ’*• 

“Sanjaya continued, — ‘Then king Duryodhana stopped Kama 
and Calya (from going on with their wordy warfare), ad- 
dressing the son of Radha as a friend, and beseeching Calya 
with joined hands.*’ Kama, 0 sire, was quieted by thy son 
and forebore saying anything more, Calya also then faced the 
enemy.** Then Radha’s son, smiling, once more urged Calya, 
saying, — Proceed ! — ’ ”*’ 


Section XLVI. 

“Sanjaya said, — ‘Beholding then that unrivalled array of 
the Parthas made by Dhrishtadyumna which was capable of 
resisting all hostile armies, Kama' proceeded, utterinsr leonine 
shouts and causing his car to produce a loud rattle. And he made 
the Earth to tremble with the loud din of musical instru- 
ments.* And that chastiser of foes, that hero in battle, seemed 
to tremble in rage. Duty disposing his own troops in counter- 
array, 0 bull of Bharata’s race, that hero of great energy* made a 
great slaughter of the Fandava forces like Maghavat slaughter- 
ing the Asura host. Striking Yudhishthira then with many 
arrows, he placed the eldest son of Pandu to his right.’* 

“Dhritarashtra said, — ‘How, 0 Sanjaya, did the son of 
Radha dispose*[bis forces in counter-array to all the ^ndavas 
headed by ^Dhrishtadyumna and protected by Bhimasena, viz,, 
aU those great bowilaen invincible by the very gods?* Who, 
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Bhima of terrible proweas, thus struck by Kama, pierced his 
assailant in return with seven shafts sped from his bowstring 
drawn to his ear.*® Then Kama, 0 monarch, sighing like a 
.snake of virulent poison, shrouded the son of Paiidu with a 
thick shower of arrows.*^ The mighty Bhima also, shrouding 
that mighty car-warrior with donso arrowy downpours in the 
very sight of the Kauravas, uttered a loud shout.®® Then 
Kama, filled with rage, grasped his bow strongly and pierced 
Bhima with ten arrows whetted on stone and equipt with 
Kanka feathers.®* With another broad-headed arrow of great 
vsharpness, he also cut off Bhima s. bow. Then the mighty- 
armed Bhima of great strength, taking up a terrible Farigha^ 
twined round with hempen chords and decked with gold and re- 
sembling a second bludgeon of Death himself, and desiring to 
slay Kama outright, hurled it at him with a loud roar.®°*®‘ 
Kama, however, with a number of arrows resembling snakes 
of virulent poison, cut off into many fragments that spiked 
mace as it coursed towards him with the tremendous peal of 
thunder.®* Then Bhima, that grinder of hostile troops, grasp- 
ing his bow with greater strength, covered Kama with keen 
shafts.*® The battle that took place between Kama and the 
son of Pandu in that meeting, became awful for a moment, 
like that of a couple of huge lions desirous of slaying each 
other.** Then Kama, 0 king, drawing the bow with great force 
and stretching the string to his very ear, pierced Bhimasena 
with three arrows.** Deeply pierced by Kama, that great bow- 
man and foremost of all persons endued with might then took 
up a terrible shaft capable of piercing through the body of his 
antagonist.®* That shaft, cutting through Kama’s armour and 
piercing through his body, passed out and entered the Earth 
like a snake into an anthill.®^ In consequence of the violence 
of that stroke, Kama felt great pain and bo( ame exceedingly 
agitated. Indeed, he 'trembled on his car like a mountain dur- 
ing an earthquake.*® Then Kama, 0 king, filled with rage 
and the desire to rataliate, struck Bhima with five and twenty 
shaftg^nd then with many more.** With one arrow he then 
cut off Bhimasena’s atiyidardj^and with another broad-headed 
arrow he despatched Bhima’s iiver to the presence of Yama,^* 



186 


MAHABHARATA, 


Next, quickly cutting off the bow of Panda’s son with an- 
other winged arrow, Kama deprived Bhima of terrible feats 
of his car,*‘ Deprived of his car, 0 chief of Bharata’s race, 
the mighty-armed Bhima, who resembled the Wind'god (in 
prowess) took up a mace and jumped down from his excellent 
vehicle.*^* Indeed, jumping down from his car with great fury, 
Bhima began to slay thy troops, 0 king, like tho wind destroy- 
ing the clouds of autumn.** Suddenly the son of Pandu, that 
schorcher of foes, filled with wrath, routed seven hundred 
elephants, 0 king, endued with tusks as large as plough-shafts, 
and all skilled in smiting hostile troops.** Possessed of great 
strength and a knowledge of what the vital parts of an ele- 
phant are, he struck them on their temples and frontal globes 
and eyes and the parts above their gums.** Thereupon those 
animals, inspired with fear, ran away. But urged again by their 
••drivers, they surrounded Bhimasena once more, like the clouds 
covering the Sun.*® Like Indra felling mountains with his 
thunder, Bhima with his mace prostrated those seven hundred 
•elephants with their riders and weapons and standards.**^ That 
chastiser of foes, vix., the son of Kunti, next pressed down two 
and fifty elephants of great strength belonging to the son of 
Suvala.*® Scorching thy army, the son of Pandu then destroyed 
a century of foremost cars and several hundreds of foot-soldiers 
in that battle.** Scorched by the Sun as also by the high- 
ifiouled Bhima, thy army began to shrink like a piece of leather 
spread over a fire,*^ Those troops of thine, 0 bull of Bharata’s 
race, filled with anxiety through fear of Bhimasena, avoided 
Bhima in that battle and fled away in all directions,*^ Then 
five hundred car-warriors, cased in excellent mail, rushed to- 
wards Bhima with loud shouts, shooting thick showers of arrows 
on all sides.** Like Vishnu destroying the Asuras, Bhima 
destroyed with his mace all those brave warriors with their 
drivers and cars and banners and standards and weapons.** Then 
three thousand horsemen, despatched by Cakuni, respected by 
all brave mea and armed with darts and swords and lances, 
rushed towards Bhima.** That slayer of foes, advancing, impe- 
tuously toVards them, and coursin.*'^ in diverse tracks, slew them 
with hia mace,** Loud sounds arose from among them while 
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they were being assailed by Bhima, like those that arise from 
among herd of elephants struck with large pieces of rocks.**^' 
Having slain those three thousand excellent horse of Suvala'a 
son in that way, he rode upon another car, and filled with 
rage proceeded against the son Radha.®’ Meanwhile, Kama 
also, 0 king, covered Dharma’s son, that chastiser of foes, with 
thick showers of arrows, and felled his driver,®* Then that 
mighty car- warrior, beholding Yudhishthira fly away in that 
battle, pursued him, shooting many straight-coursing shafts 
equipt with Kanka feathers.*® The son of the Wiiid-god, filled 
with wrath, and covering the entire welkin with his shafts, 
shrouded Kama with thick showers of arrows as the latter pur- 
sued the king from behind/® The son of Radha then, that crusher 
of foes, turning back from the pursuit, quickly covered Bhima 
himself with sharp arrows from every sido/^ Then Satyaki, of 
immeasurable soul, 0 Bharata, placing himself on the side of 
Bhima's car, began to afflict Kama who was in front of Bhima/* 
Though exceedingly afflicted by Satyaki, Kama still approached 
Bhima. Approaching each other, those two bulls among all 
wielders of bows, those two heroes endued with great cimrgy, 
looked exceedingly resplendent as they sped their beautiful arrows 
at each other/* Spread by them, 0 monarch, in the welkin, 
those flights of arrows, blazing as the backs of cranes, looked ex- 
ceedingly fierce and terrible/* In consequence of those thousands 
of arrows, 0 king, neither the rays of the Sun nor the points of 
the compass, cardinal and subsidiary, could any longer be notic- 
ed either by ourselves or by the enemy/* Indeed, the blazing 
effulgence of the Sun shining at midday was dispelled by those 
dense showers of arrows shot by Kama and the son of Pandu/* 
Beholding the son of Suvala, and Kritavarman, and Drona s son, 
and Adhiratha’s son, and Kripa, engaged with the Pandavas, 
the Kauravas rallied and came back to the fight.” Tremendous 
became the din, 0 monarch, that was made by that host as it 
rushed impetuously against their foes, resembling that terrible 
noise that is made by many oceans swollen with rains.** Furi- 
ously engaged in battle, the two hosts became filled with 
gr^at joy as the warriors 'beheld a^^d seized one another in that 
dreadful mclee/^ Tte balqle that commenced at that hour . 
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when the Sun had reached the meridian was such that its like 
had never been heard or seen by us.’^ One vast host rushed 
against another, like a vast reservior of water rushing towards 
the ocean.’^^ The din that arose from the two hosts as they 
roared at each other, was loud and deep as that which may be 
heard when several oceans mingle with one another,^* Indeed, 
the two furious hosts, approaching each other, mingled into 'ono 
mass like two furious rivers that run into each other.^® 

. 'The battle then commenced, awful and terrible, between 
the Kurus and the Pandavas, both of whom were inspired with 
the desire of winning great fame.’^ A perfect Babel of voices 
of the shouting warriors was incessantly heard there, 0 royal 
Bharata, as they addressed one another by name.''* He who 
had anything, by his father s or mother s side or in respect of 
his acts or conduct, that could furnish matter for ridicule, was 
in that battle made to hear it by his antagonist.^® Beholding 
those brave warriors loudly rebuking one another in that battle, 
I thought, 0 king, that their periods of life had been run over.’^ 
Beholding the bodies of those angry heroes of irameasurablo 
energy, a great fear entered my heart, respecting the dire conse- 
quences that would ensue.’® Then the Pandavas, 0 king, and 
the Kauravas also, — mighty car-warriors all, — striking one an 
other, began to mangle one another with their keen shafts.’ 


Section LII. 

“Sanjaya said, — ‘Those Kshatriyas, 0 monarch, liarbouring 
feelings of animosity against one another and longing to take 
one another’s life, began to slay one another in that battle.* 
Throngs of cars, and large bodies of horses, and teeming divi- 
sions of infantry, and elephants in large numbers, mingled with 
one another, 0 king, for battle.® We beheld the falling of maces 
and spiked bludgeons and Kunapas and lances and short arrows 
and rockets hurled at one another in that dreadful engage- 
ment.* Arrowy showers, terrible to look at, coursed like flights 
of locusts. Elephants, approaching elephants, routed onc. ?n- 
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other.'^ Horsemen encountering horsemen in that battle, and 
car-warriors encountering car-warriors, and foot-soldiers en- 
countering foot-soldiors, and foot-soldiers meeting with horse- 
men,® and foot-soldiers meeting with cars and elephants, and 
cars meeting with elephants and horsemen, and elephants of 
great speed meeting with the three other kinds of forces, 
begaif, 0 king, to crush and grind one another.® In conse- 
quoncG of those brave combatants, striking one another and 
shouting at the top of their voices, the field of battle became 
awful, resembling the slaughter-ground of creatures (of Riidra 
himself y The Earth, 0 Bharata, covered with blood, looked 
beautiful like a vast plain in the season of rains covered with 
the red ooccinella.® Indeed, the Earth assumed the aspect of a 
youthful maiden of great beauty, attired in white robes dyed 
with deop-red.® Variegated with flesh and blood, the field of 
battle looked as if decked all over with gold. Large numbers of 
heads severed from trunks, and arms, and thighs, and ear-rings, 

' and other ornameniis displaced from the bodies of warriors, 0 
Bharata/® and collars and cuirasses and bodies of brave bow- 
men, and coats of mail, and banners, lay scattered on the 
jground.“ Elephants, coming against elephants, tore one another 
with their tusks, 0 king I Struck with the tusks of hostile 
compeers, elephants looked exceedingly beautiful.^* Bathed in 
blood, those huge creatures looked resplendent like moving hills 
docked with metals adown whose breasts run streams of liquid 
chalk.*® Lances hurled by horsemen, or those hold horizontally 
by hostile combatants, were seized by many of those beasts, 
while many amongst them twisted and broke those weapons.'^ 
Many huge elephants, whose armour had been cut off with 
jshafts, looked, 0 king, like mountains divested of clouds at the 
advent of winter.*® Many foremost of elephants, pierced with 
irrows winged with gold, looked beautiful like mountains, 0 
sire, whose summits, are lighted with blazing brands.*® Some of 
hose creatures, huge as hills, struck by hostile compeers, fell 
lown in that battle, like winged mountains (when dipt of their 
'^ings).*^ •others, afflicted wzth^rows and much pained by 
heir wounds, fell down,^ toifching^e Earth, in that dreadful 
►attic, with their frontaiyfelobes or the parts between their • 
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tusks.** Other roared aloud like lions. And many, uttering* 
terrible sounds, ran hither and thither, and many, 0 king, 
uttered cries of pain.*® Steeds also, in golden trappings, struck 
with arrows, fell down, or became weak, or ran in all directions.*® 
Others, struck with arrows and lances, or dragged down, fell 
on the Earth and writhed in angony, making diverse kinds of 
motion.** Men also, struck down, fell on the Earth, uttering 
diverse cries of pain, 0 sire ! Others, beholding their relatives 
and sires and grandsires,** and others, seeing their retreating 
foes, shouted to one another their well known names and the 
names of their races.*® The arms of many combatants, decked 
with ornaments of gold, cut off, O king, by foes, writhed on 
the ground, making diverse kinds of motion.®* Thousands of 
such arms fell down and sprang up, and many seemed to dart 
forward like five-headed snakes.*® Those arms, looking like 
the tapering bodies of snakes, and smeared with sandal-paste, 
0 king, looked beautiful, when drenched with blood, like littlo 
standards of gold.** When the battle, becoming general, raged 
so furiously on all sides, the warriors fought with and slew one 
another without distinct perceptions of those they fought with 
or struck.*^ A dusty cloud overspread the field of battle, and 
the weapons used fell in thick showers. The scene being thus 
darkened, the combatants could no longer distinguish friends 
from foes.*® Indeed, that fierce and awful battle proceeded thus. 
And soon there began to flow many mighty rivers of bloody 
currents.*® And they abounded with the heads of combat- 
ants that formed their rocks. And the hair of the warriors 
constituted their floating weeds and moss. Bones formed the 
fishes with which they teemed, and bows and arrows and maces 
formed the rafts by which to cross them.®® Flesh and blood 
forming their mire, those terrible and awful rivers, with cur- 
rents swelled by blood, were thus formed there,®* enhancing 
the fears of the timid and the joy of the brave. Those awful 
rivers led to the abode of Yama. Many plunged into those 
streams inspiring Kshatriyas with fear, and perished.®* And in 
consequence of various carnivptous creatures, O ti^^r among 
men, roaring and yelling on sides, the field of battle be- 
came t^rible like the dpmains of the^'ing of the dead.®* And 
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innumerable headless trunks rose up on all sides. And terrible 
creatures, gorging on flesh and blood, and drinking blood and 
drinking fat, 0 Bharata, began to dance around.®* And crows 
and vultures and cranes, gratified with fat and marrow and 
other animal humours and flesh, were seen to move about in 
glee.®* Thy, however, 0 king, that were heroes, casting off 
all fedr which is so difficult of being cast off, and observing the 
vow of warriors, fearlessly did their duty.®* Indeed, on that 
field where countless arrows and darts coursed through the air, 
and which^^was crowded with carnivorous creatures of diverse 
kinds, brave warriors careered fearlessly, displaying their prow- 
ess.®'^ Addressing one another, 0 Bharata, they declared their 
names and families. And many amongst them, declaring the 
names of their sires and familiea, 0 lord, began to crush one 
another, 0 king, with darts and lances and battle axes.®®"®® 
During the progess of that fierce and awful battle, the Kaurava 
army became strengthless and unable to bear up any longer like 
a foundered vessel on the bosom of the ocean.' 


Section LIII. 

'"Sanjaya said. — ‘During the progress of that battle in which 
so many Kshatriyas sank down, the loud twang of Gandiva, 
0 sire, was heard above the din,‘ on that spot, O king, where 
the son of Panda was engaged in slaughtering the Samsapta' 
kas, the Ko^alas, and the Narayana forces.^ Filled with rage 
and longing for victory, the Samsaptakas, in that battle, began 
to pour showers of arrows on Arjuna s head.® The puissant 
Partha, however, quickly checking those arrowy showers, O 
king, plunged into that battle, and began to slay many fore- 
most of car-warriors.* Plunging into the midst of that divi- 
sion of cars with the aid of his whetted shalts eqnipt with 
Kanka feathers, Partha came upon Su 9 arman of excellent 
weapons.® That foremost of car-warriors poured on Arjuna 
thick showers of arrows. Meanwhile the Samsaptakass also 
covered Jfertha with their ih^fts.® Then Su^arman, piercing 
Fartha with ten shafts, tStru^ Janarddana with three in 
the right arm, With a^road-hehded arrow than, 0 sire, be 
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pierced the standard of Arjuna.^ Thereupon that foremost of 
apes, of huge dimensions, the handiwork of the celestial artificer 
himself, began to utter loud sounds and roar very fiercely, 
afrighting thy troops.* Hearing the roars of the ape, thy 
army became inspired with fear. Indeed, under the influence 
of a great fear, that army became perfectly inactive.* That 
army then, as it stood inactive, 0 king, looked beautiful like 
the Ghaitraratha forest with its flowery burthen of diverse 
kinds.*® Then those warriors, recovering their senses, 0 chief 
of thn Kurus, began to drench Arjuna with their arrowy down- 
pours like the clouds drenching the mountains.** Then all of 
them encompassed the great car of the Pandava. Assailing him, 
they uttered loud roars, although all the while they were being 
struck and slaughtered with sharp shafts.** Assailing his steeds, 
his car-wheels, his car-shaft, and every other limb of his vehicle, 
with great force, 0 sire, they uttered many leonine roars.*^ 
Some among them seized the massive arms of Kegava, and 
some among them, 0 king, seized Parfcha himself with great 
joy as he stood on his car.** Then Kcgava, shaking his arms 
on the field of battle, threw down all those that had seized 
them, like a wicked elephant shaking down all the riders from 
his back.** Then Partha, encompassed by those great car-war- 
riors, and beholding his car assailed and Kegava attacked in that 
manner, became filled with rage, and overthrew a large number 
of car-warriors and foot-soldiers.** And ho covered all the com- 
batants that were close to him with many arrows that were 
fit for close encounters. Addressing ,Ke 5 ava then, he said,*^— 
Behold, 0 Krishna, 0 thou of mighty arms, these countless 
Samsaptakas engaged in accomplishing a fearful task although 
slaughtered in thousands I*® 0 bull amongst the Yadus, there 
is none on Earth, save myself, that would be able to boar such 
a close attack on his car.** — Having said these words, Vibhatsu 
blew his conch. Then Krishna also blew his conch filling the 
welkin with its blare.*® Hearing that blare, the army of the 
Samsaptaka^hegm to waver, 0 king, and became inspired with 
great fright.**' Then that slayer-of hostile heroes, viiSH the son 
of Pandcf, paralysed tho'lega o^'the Ssimsaptakas by repeatedly 
invoking, 0 monarch, the weapon cafed Thus tied 
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mth those foot4ying bands by the high-souled son of Pandu, all 
of them stood motionless, 0 king as if they had been petrified.” 
The son of Pandu then began to slay those motionless warriors 
like Indra in days of yore slaying the Daityas in the battle 
with Taraka,*^ Thus slaughtered in that battle, they set the 
car free, and commenced to throw down all their weapons.” 
Thejr legs being paralysed, they could not, 0 king, move a 
step. Then Partha slew them with his straight arrows.” In- 
deed, all those warriors, in that battle, aiming at whom Partha 
had invoked that foot* tying weapon, had their lower limbs en- 
circled with snakes.” Then the mighty car-warrior SuQarman, 
0 monarch, beholding his army thus paralysed, quickly invoked 
the weapon called Sauparna.^^ Thereupon numerous birds 
began to come down and devour those snakes. The latter 
again, at sight of those rangers of the sky, began, 0 king, to 
fly away.*® Freed from that foot-tying weapon, the Samsapta- 
ha force, 0 monarch, looked like the Sun himself giving light 
unto all creatures, when freed from clouds.” Thus liberatedf, 
those warriors once more shot their arrows, 0 sire, and hurled 
their weapons at Arjuna’s car. And all of them pierced Partha 
with numerous weapons.” Cutting off with his own arrowy 
downpour that shower of mighty weapons, Vasava's son, that 
slayer of hostile heroes, began to slaughter those warriors.” 
Then Sugarman, 0 king, with a straight arrow, pierced 
Arjuna in the chest, and then he pierced him with throe 
other shafts.” Deeply pierced therewith, and feeling great 
pain, Arjuna sat down on the terrace of his car. Then all 
the troops loudly cried out, saying ,— is slain At 
this, the blare of conchs, and the peal of drums, and tho sound 
of diverse musical instruments, and loud leonine shouts, arose 
there.” Recovering his senses, Partha of immeasurable soul, 
owning white steeds and having Krishna for his driver, speedily 
invoked the .weapon.” Then thousi.nds of arrows, 0 

sire, issuing from that weapon, were seen on all sides to slay 
kings and elephants.” And steeds and ears, in hundreds and 
thousands, were also seen to be slaughtered in that battle, with 
tho^ weapons. Then whila the troops were thus being slaugh- 
tered, a great fear entired t\e hearts of all” the Samsapta- 
25 
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has and the Gopalas, 0 Bharata ! There was no man amongst 
them that could fight with Arjuna.** There, in the very 
sight of ali the heroes, Arjuna began to destroy thy troops, 
Beholding that slaughter, all of them remained perfectly' in- 
active, without putting forth their prowess.^® Then the son of 
Panda, having slain full ten thousand combatants in that battle, 
looked resplendent, 0 monarch, like a blazing fire without 
smoke.^^ And then he slew full fourteen thousand warriors, 
and three thousand elephants.** Then the Samsdptakas once 
more encompassed Dhananjaya, making death or victory their 
goal.** The battle then that took place there between thy 
warriors and that mighty hero, viz., the diadem-decked son of 
Pandu, became awful,”** 


Section LIV. 

*%Sanjaya said, — ‘Then Kritavarman, and Kripa, and the son 
of Drona, and the Suta s son, 0 sire, and Uluka, and Suva* 
ln*s son (Cakuni), and the king himself, with his ute^rine 
brothers/ beholding the (Kara) army, afflicted with the fear 
of Panda's son, unable to stand together like a vessel wreck- 
ed on the ocean, endeavoured to rescue it with great speed,* 
.Per a short space of time, 0 Bharata, the battle that once 
more took place became exceedingly fierce, enhancing as it 
did the fears of the timid and the joy of the brave.* The 
dense showers of arrows shot in that battle by Kripa, thick as 
flights of locusts, covered the Srinjayas* Then Cikhandin, 
filled with rage, speedily proceeded against the son of Ootama 
and poured upon that bull amongst Brahmana.s his arrowy 
downpours from all sides.* Acquainted with the highest weap- 
ons Kripa then checked that arrowy downpour, and wrath- 
fully pierced Cikhandin with ten arrows in that battle.* Then 
Cikhandin, filled with rage, deeply pierced Kripa, in that en- 
counter, with seven straight arrows equipt with Kanka fea- 
thers.’^ The twice-born Kripa then, that great car- warrior, 
deeply pierced mth .those keen arrows, deprived Cikhandin of 
bis steeds, drivei^, and car.* Jumm^g down from his stefedless 
vehicles tli^r mighty car-warrior Cikhandin) rushed impout- 
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ously at the Brahman, having taken up a sword and a shield/ 
As the Panchala prince advanced, Kripa quickly covered him 
with many straight arrows in that encounter, which seemed 
exceedingly wonderful/® Indeed, exceedingly wonderful was 
the- sight that we then beheld, even like the flying of rocks, 
for Cikhandin, 0 king, (thus assailed), remained perfectly in- 
active in that battle.” Beholding Cikhandin covered (with 
arrows) by Kripa, 0 best of kings, the mighty car- warrior 
Dhrishtadyumna speedily proceeded against Kripa.^* The great 
ear- warrior Kritavarman, however, rushing impetuously, re- 
ceived Dhrishtadyumna as the latter proceeded against the son 
Caradwat.*® Then Drona's son checked Yudhishthira as th© 
latter, with his son and troops, was rushing towards the car of 
Caradwat*s son.” Thy son Duryodhana, shooting a shower of 
arrows, received and checked Nakula and Sahadeva> those two 
great car-warriors endued with celerity.” Kama, too, other- 
wise called Vaikartana, O Bharata, in that battle, resisted' 
Bhimasena, and the Karushas, the Kaikayas, and the Srin^ 
jayas.” Meanwhile Caradwat's son, in that battle, 0 sire, with 
great activity, sped many arrows at Cikhandin, as if for the 
purpose of burning him outright,” The Panchala prince,, 
however, whirling his sword repeatedly, cut off all those arrows, 
decked with gold, that had been sped at him by Kripa from 
all sides.” The son of Gotama then quickly cut off with his 
arrows the shield of Prishata s son, that was docked with 
hundred moons. At this feat of his, tho troops made a loud 
uproar.” Deprived of his shield, 0 monarch, and placed under 
Kripa s power, Cikhandin still rushed, sword in hand, (towards 
Kripa), like a sick man towards the jaws of Death.*® Then 
Suketu the son of Chitrafcetu, 0 king, quickly proceeded to- 
wards the mighty Cikhandin plunged into such distress and’ 
assailed in that manner by Kripa with his arrows.* ‘ Indeed, 
tho young prince of immeasurable soul rushed towards the car 
of Gotama's son, and poured upon the Brahmana in that 
battle innumerable shafts of great keenness.** Beholding that* 
Brahmana observant of vows thus engaged in battle (withi 
aiiothfff), Cikhandin, 0* besfes. of kings, retreated hastily froni 
that spot,*® Meanwhile Suk^u, 0 king, piercing the son d 
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Gotama with nine arrows, once more pierced him with seventy 
and again with three.** Then the prince, 0 sire, cut oif 
Kripa s bow with arrow fixed thereon, and with another shaft 
struck hard the latter *s driver in a vital limb**. The son of 
Gotama then, filled with rage, took up a new and very strong 
bow and struck Suketu with thirty arrows in all his vital 
limbs.** All his limbs exceedingly weakened, the prince trem- 
bled on his excellent car like a tree trembling exceedingly 
during an earthquake.*^ With a razor-headed arrow then, 
Kripa struck off from the prince’s trunk, while the latter was 
still trembling, his head decked with a pair of blazing ear- 
rings and head-gear and head-proteetor.** That head thereupon 
fell down on the Earth like a piece of meat from the claws of 
a hawk, and then his trunk also fell down, 0 thou of great 
glory !** Upon the fall of Suketu, 0 monarch, his troops be- 
came frightened, and avoiding Kripa, fled away on all sides.*® 
‘Encompassing the mighty Dhrishtadyumna, Kritavarman 
cheerfully addressed him, saying, — Wait, Wait — The encoun- 
ter then that took place between the Vrishni and the Panchala 
warriors in th:it battle became exceedingly fierce, like that be- 
tween two hawks, 0 king, for a piece of meat.®* Filled with 
rage, Dhrishtadyumna, in that battle, struck the son of Hri- 
dika with nine arrows in the chest, and' succeeded in afflicting 
him greatly.®* Then Kritavarman, thus deeply struck by 
Prishata’s son in that encounter, covered his assailant, his 
steeds, and his car, with his shafts.®* Thus shrouded, 0 king, 
along with his car, Dhrishtadyumna became invisible like the 
Sun shrouded by rain-charged clouds.®*' Baffling all those 
shafts docked with gold, Dhrishtadyumna, 0 king, looked res- 
plendent in that battle in his wounds.®* The commander of the 
Pandava forces, viz., the son of Prishata, then, filled with rage, 
approached Kritavarman and poured upon him a fierce shower 
of arrows.*’ The son of Hridika, however, in that battle, 
with many thousands of his own arrows, destroyed that fierce 
arrowy shower coursing towards him with great impetuosity,** 
Beholding his ♦ irresistibly shower of arrows checked in that 
battle by Kritavarman, the son of Prishata, approachftfg his 
antfagomsll^ began io resist hi^** Acad soon he despatched 
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Kritavarman’s driver to Yama’s abode with a broad-headed 
arrow of great sharpness. Deprived of life, the driver fell 
down from the car.*® The mighty Dhrishtadyumna, having 
vanquished his mighty antagonist, began then to resist the 
Kauravas with his shafts, without losing a moment Then 
thy warriors, 0 king, rushed towards Dhrishtadyumna, utter- 
ing loud leonine roars. At this, a battle once more took place 
between them/ 


Section LV. 

“Sanjaya said, — ^‘Meanwhile the son of Drona, beholding 
Yudhishthira protected by the grandson of Cini and by the 
heroic sons of the Draupadi, cheerfully advanced against the 
king,* scattering many fierce arrows equipt with wings of gold 
and whetted on stone, and displaying diverse mancevres of his 
car and the great skill he had acquired and his exceeding 
lightness of hands.® He filled the entire welkin with shafts 
inspired with the force of celestial weapons. Conversant with 
all weapons, Drona’s son encompassed Yudhishthira in that 
battle.® The welkin being covered witl^ the shafts of Drona's 
son, nothing could be seen. The vast space in front of A 9 wat- 
thaman became one expanse of arrows.* The welkin then, thus 
covered with that dense shower of arrows decked with gold, look- 
ed beautiful, 0 chief of the Bharatas, as if a canopy embroidered 
with gold had been spread there,* Indeed, the firmament, 
0 king, having been covered with that bright shower of arrows, 
a shadow, as that of the clouds, appeared there on the occas- 
sion.® Wonderful was the sight that we then beheld when the 
sky had thus become one expanse of arrows, for not one crea- 
ture ranging the sky could course through his element.^ Then 
Satyaki, though struggling resolutely, and Pandu's son king 
Yudhishthira the just, as also all the other warriors, could not 
display their prpwess. Beholding the great lightness of hands 
displayed by the son of Drona, the mighty car- warriors (of 
the Pandava army) were filled with wonder. All the kings 
becam^rincapable of even loQ^ng at Apwatthaman, 0 monarchi 
who then resembled ihfi scoi^hing Sun himself in the sfcy* 
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While the (Panda va) troops were thus being slaughtered, thos^ 
mighty car-warriors, viz., the sons of Draupadi,®“^^ and Satj aki, 
and king Yudhishthira the just, and the Panchala warriors, 
all uniting together, cast off their fears of death and rushed 
against the sou of Dr6na.“ Then Satyaki, piercing the son 
of Drona with seven and twenty arrows, once more pierced 
him with seven long shafts decked with gold.** And Yudhisb- 
thira pierced him with three and seventy arrows, and Prati- 
vindya with seven ; and Crutakarman pierced him with* three 
arrows and Crutakirti with five.** , And Sutasoma pierced him 
with nine arrows, and Catanika with seven. And many other 
heroes pierced him with many arrows from every side.*^ Filled 
then with rage and breathing, 0 king, like a snake of virulent 
poison, Drona*s son pierced Satyaki in return with five and 
twenty arrows whetted on stone.** And he pierced Crutakirti 
with nine arrows and Sutasoma with five ; and with eight 
arrows he pierced Crutakarman, and Prativindya with three.** 
And he pierced Catanika with nine arrows, and Dharma's sou 
(Yudhishthira) with five. And each of the other warriors he 
pierced with a couple of shafts. With some keon arrows he 
then cut off the bow of Crutakirti.*"^ The latter then, that 
great car- warrior, taking up another bow, pierced Drona's son, 
first wit^ three arrows and then with many others equipt with 
sharp points.*® Then, 0 monarch, the son of Dfona covered 
the Pandava troops, 0 sire, with thick showers of arrows, O 
bull of Bharata s race.*® Of immeasurable soul, the son of 
Drona, next, smiling the while, cut off the bow of king 
Yudhishthira the just, and then pierced him with three arrows,’*® 
The son of Dharma then, 0 king, taking up another formidable 
bow, pierced Drona's son with seventy arrows in the arms and 
the chest.** Then Satyaki, filled with rage in that battle, cut 
oS the bow of Drona’s son, that great smiter, with a sharp 
crescent-shaped arrow and uttered a Joud roar.** His bow cut 
off, that foremost of mighty men, viz,, the son of Drona, 
quickly felled Satyaki's driver from his car with a dart.*®^ The 
valiant son oP^Drona then, taking up another bow, covered the 
grandson of Cini, 0 Bharata, with a shower of arrows?^' His 
dtWeif bceu^ slain, Satyaki's stueds wore seen to run 
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hither and thither, 0 BhSrata, in that battle.” Then the 
Piindaya warriors headed by Yudhishthira, shooting sharp 
shafts, all rushed with impetuosity towards Drona’s son, that 
foremost of all wielders of weapons.** That scorcher of foes, 
howoverj viz., the son of Drona, beholding those warriors 
wrathfnlly advancing against him, received them all in that 
dreadful battle.** Then like a fire in the forest consuming heaps 
of dry grass and straw, that mighty car-warrior, viz., Drona’s 
son, having showers of arrows for his flames, consumed the 
Pandava troops in that battle,* who resembled a heap of dry grass 
and straw.** ■ That army of Pandu’s son. thus scorched by the 
son of Drona, became exceedingly agitated, 0 chief of the Bhara- 
tas, like the mouth of a river by a whale.” People then, O 
monarch, beholding the prowess of Drona’s son, regarded all the 
Pandavas as already slain by him.” Then Yudhishthira, that 
great car- warrior and disciple of Drona,* filled with rage and 
the desire to retaliate, addressed Drona’s son, saying,**-— 0 tiger 
, among men, thou hast no affection, thou hast no gratitude, 

I since thou desirest to slay me today !** The duties of a Brah- 
I mana are asceticism and gift and study. The bow should be 
j bent by the Kshatriya only. It seems, therefore, that thou 
j art a Brahmana in name only !’* In thy very sight, how* 
ever, 0 thou of mighty arms, I will vanquish the Kauravas in 
battle. Do what thou canst in battle. I tell thee that thou 
art a wretch mongst Brahmanas !'* — Thus addressed, the son of 
Drona, smiling, and reflecting upon what was proper and true, 
gave no reply.** Without saying anything, he covered the 
; son of Pandu in that battle with a shower of arrows, like the 
Destroyer himself in wrath while engaged in annihilating 
creatures.” Thus covered by Drona’s son, 0 sire, the son of 
Pritha quickly went away from that spot, leaving that large 
division of his.** After Yudhishthira the son of Dharma had 
, gone away, the high-souled son of Drona also, 0 king, left that 
spot.’* Then Yudhishthira, O king, avoiding the son of Drona 
I in that great battle, proceeded against thy army, resolved to 
' achieve the' cruel task of slaughter.’ ”” 


• I adopt the Bombay rea^fng.— T. i 
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"Sanjaya said, — “Meanwhile Yiakartana himself, resisting 
Bhimasena supported by the Fanchalas and the Ohedis and 
the Kaikayas, covered him with many arrows,* In the very 
sight of Bhimasena, Kama slew in that battle many mighty car- 
warrior-s among the Chedis, the Karushas, and the Srinjayas.* 
Then Bhimasena, avoiding Kama, that best of car-warriors, 
proceeded against the Kaurava troops like a blazing fire to- 
wards a heap of dry grass.’ The Suta’s son also, in that battle, 
began to slay the mighty bowmen amongst the Panchalas, the 
Kaikayas, and the Srinjayas, in thousands.* Indeed, the three 
mighty car- warriors, viz., Partha and Vrikodara and Kama, 
began to exterminate the SamsaptaJcas, the Kauravas, and 
the Panchalas, respectively.’ In consequence of thy evil policy, 
0 king, all those Kshatriyas, scorched with excellent shafts by 
those three great warriors, began to be exterminated in that 
battle,* Then Duryodhana, 0 chief of the Bharatas, filled 
with rage, pierced Nakula and his four steeds with nine 
arrows.’ Of immeasurable soul, thy son next, 0 ruler of men, 
cut off the golden standard of Sahadeva with a razor-faced 
shaft,* Filled with wrath, Nakula then, 0 king, struck thy 
son with three and seventy arrows in that battle, and Sahadeva 
struck him with five.* Each of those foremost warriors of 
Bharata’s race and foremost of all bowmen, was struck by 
Duryodhana in rage with five arrows.*® With a couple of 
broad-headed arrows then, he cut off the bows of both those 
warriors ; and then he suddenly pierced each of the twins with 
three and seventy arrows.'* Taking up then two other beau- 
tiful and foremost of bows each of which resembled the bow 
of Indra himself, those two heroes looked beautiful like a pair 
of celestial youths in that battle.** Then those two brothers, 
both endued with great activity in battle, poured upon their 
cousin, b king, ceaseless showers of terrible shafts like two 
masses of ^clouds pouring rain upon a mountain breast.*’ 
Thereupon thy son, that great car- warrior, 0 king, ^ed with 
rage, resisted those two great. 'I&owmen, viz,, the twin sons of 
Pandu, with showers of winged arrows,** The bow of Duryo- 
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dh^ins in th&t bsittlo, 0 BhSLrata, S6ein6d to be continuously 
drawn into a circle, and shafts seemed to issue from it cease- 
lessly on all sides/* Covered \'vith Duryodhana s shafts, the two 
sons of Pandii ceased to shine brightly, like the Sun and the 
Moon in the firmament, divested of splendour, when shrouded 
by masses of clouds.^* Indeed, those arrows, 0 king, equipt 
with wings of gold and whetted on stone, covered all the points 
of tbe compass like the rays of the Sun/^ When the welkin was 
thus shrouded and all that was seen was one uniform expanse 
of arrows, the aspect that each of the twins showed was that 
of the Destroyer himself at the end of the Beholding, 

on the other hand, the prowess of thy son, the great car-war- 
riors all regarded the twin sons of Madri to be in the presence 
of Death/* The commander then, 0 king, of the Pandava 
army, viz., fche mighty car-Warrior Parshata, proceeded to that 
spot where Duryodhana was/® Transgressing those two great 
car-warriors, viz., the two brave sons of Madri, Dhrishta- 
dyumna began to resist thy son with his shafts/* Of irar 
measurable soul, that bull among men, viz,, thy son, filled 
with the desire to retaliate, and sirailing the while, pierced the 
prince of Panchala with five and twenty arrows.” Of im- 
measurable soul and filled with the desire to retaliate, thy son 
once more pierced th^ prince of Panchala with sixty shafts and 
once again with five, and uttered a loud roar.” Then the king, 
with a sharp razor-faced arrow, cut off, in that battle, 0 sire, 
the bow with arrow fixed thereon and the leathern fence of hia 
antagonist/* Casting aside that broken bow, the prince of 
Panchala, that crusher of foes quickly took up another bow that 
was new and capable of bearing a great strain,” Blazing with 
impetuosity, and with eyes red as blood from rage, the great 
bowman Dhrishtadyumna, with many wounds on his person, 
looked resplendent on his car/* Desirous of slaying Duryo- 
dhana, O chief of the Bharatas, the Panchala hero sped five 
and ten clothyard shafts that resembled hissing snakes,®’ Those 
shafts, whetted on stone and equipt with the feathers of Kan- 
has and peacocks, cutting through the armour, decked with 
goId,«Df the king, passed through his body and entered the 
Earth in consequence o:J the force with which they bad been 
26 
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shot,®* Deeply pierced, 0 monarch, thy son looked exceedingly 
beautiful like a gigantic Kinguica in the season of spring with 
its flowery weight,** His armour pierced with those shafts, 
and all his limbs rendered exceedingly infirm with wounds, he 
became filled with rage and cut off Dhrishtadyumna’s bow with 
a broad-headed arrow.®^ Having cut off his assailant s bow, 
the king then, 0 monarch, with great speed, struck him Avith 
ton shafts on the forehead between the two eye-brows.®^ Those 
shafts, polished by the hands of the smith, adorned Dhrishta- 
dyiunnas face like a number of bees, desirous of honey, adorn- 
ing a full-blown lotus.®* Throwing aside that broken bow, the 
bigh-souled Dhrishtadyumna quickly took up another, and 
with it, sixteen broad-headed arroAVs.®® With five he sIcav the 
four steeds and the driver of Duryodhana, and he cut off, Avith 
another, his bow decked with gold.®^ With the remaining ten 
shafts, the son of Prisliata cut off the car with the iipashkarat 
the umbrella, the dart, the sword, the mace, and the standard 
of thy son.®* Indeed, all the kings belield the beautiful stand- 
arvl of the Kuru king, decked with g(j]den Angadhas and bear- 
ing the divice of an elephant Avorked in jewels, cut off by the 
prince of the Panchrilas.®® Thon the uterine brothers of Diiryo- 
dliana, 0 bull of Bharata's race, rescued tlie earless Duryo- 
dhana who had all his weapons, besides, cub off in that battle.®^ 
In the very sight of Dhrishtadyumna, Drudhara, O monarch, 
•causing that ruler of men to ride upon his car, quickly bore him 
aAvay from the battle,®* 

“ ‘Meanwhile the mighty Kama, having vanquished Satyaki 
and desirous of rescuing the (Kuru) king, proceeded straight 
against the face of Drona s slayer, that Avarrior of fierce shafts.®* 
The grandson of Cini, however, quickly pursued him from be- 
hind, striking him with his arrows, like an elephant pursuing 
a rival and striking him at the hijider limbs with his tusks.'** 
Then, 0 Bliarata, fierce became the battle that raged betAveen the 
high-soulod warriors of the two armies, in the space that inter- 
vened between Kama and the son of Prishata.^* Not a single 
combatant of either the Pandavas or ourselves turned his face 
from the battle: Then Kama proQgeded against the Panchalas 
with great '‘speed.** At that hour when fho Sun had ascended 
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tho meridian, a great slaughter, 0 best of men, of elephants and 
steads and men, took place on both sides.*® The Panchalas, 
O king, inspired with desire of victory, all rushed with speed 
against Kama- like birds towards a tree.** The son of Adhi- 
ratha, of great energy, filled with rage, began from their front 
to strike those Panchalas, with the keen points of his shafts, 
singling out their leaders,**' viz., Vyaghrakotu and Sin^armaii 
and Chitra and Ugrayudha and Jaya and Cukla and Rocha^ 
maua and the invincible Singhasena.** Those heroes, speedily 
advancing with their cars, encompassed that foremost of men-, 
and poured their shafts upon that angry warrior, viz., Kama, 
that ornament of battle.*"' That foremost of men, endued with 
great valour, viz., the son of Radha, afflicted those eight 
heroes engaged in battle with him, with eight keen shafts.**" 
The Suta’s son, possessed of great prowess, 0 king, then slew 
many thousands of other warriors skilled in fight.** Filled 
with rage, the son of Radha then slew Jishnu, and Jishnit- 
karman, and Dovlipi, 0 king, in that battle, and Chitra, and 
Chitrayudha, and Hari, and Singhakctu, and Rochamana, and 
the great car-warrior Calabha, and many car-warriors among 
the Chedis.*^"*^ Bathed in blood, the form of Adhiratha’s son, 
while ho was engaged in taking the lives of those heroes, 
swelled with ent3rgy and pride like the gigantic form of Rudra 
himself.** There, 0 Bharata, elephants, assailed with arrows by 
Kama, fled away on all sides in fear and caused a great aerita- 
tion on the field of battle.** Others assailed with the shafts of 
Kama, uttered diverse cries, and fell down like mountains 
riven with thunder.** With the fallen bodies of elephants and 
steeds and men and with fallen cars, the Earth became strewn 
along the track of Kama’s car.** Indeed, neither Bhishma, 
nor Drona, nor any other warrior of. thy army, had ever 
achieved such feats as were then achieved )y Kama in that 
battle.** Amongst elephants, amongst steeds, amongst cars,, 
and amongst men, rtho Suta’s son caused a very great carnage, 
0 tiger among men.*" Asa lion is seen to career fearlessly 
amojJJg a herd of dom*; even so Kama careered fearlessly among 
the Panchalas.** As ^ lion routeth a herd of terrified deor to 
all points of the com/)ass, even so Kama routed those throngs 
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of Paiichala cars to all sides,** As deer that have approached 
the jaws of a lion, can never escape with life, even so those 
great car-warriors that approached Kama could not escape with 
their lives.*® As people are certainly burnt if they come in 
contact with a blazing fire, even so the Srinjayas, 0 Bharata, 
were burnt by the Karna-fire when they came in contact with 
it.®^ Many warriors among the Chedis and the Panchal'as, 
O Bharata, that were regarded by heroes, were slain by the 
single-handed Kama in that battle who fought with them, 
proclaiming his name in every instance.** Beholding the prow- 
ess of Kama, 0 king, I thought that a single Panchala even 
would not, in that battle, escape from the son of Adhiratha.** 
Indeed, the Sutas son, in that battle, repeatedly routed the 
Panchalas.** 

“ ‘Beholding Kama thus slaughtering the Panchalas in that 
dreadful battle, king Yudhishthira the just rushed in wrath to- 
wards him.** Dhrislitadyumnaand the sons of Draupadi also, Q 
sire, and hundreds of warriors, encompassed that slayer of foes, 
viz., the son of Radha.** And Gikhandin, and Sahadeva, and 
Nakula, and Nakula s son, and Janamejaya, and the grandson 
of Cxni, and innumerable Prabhadrakas,*^ — these, endued with 
immeasurable energy, —advancing with Dhrishtadyumna in 
their van, looked magnificent as they struck Kama with shafts 
and diverse weapons.** Like Garuda falling upon a large 
number of snakes, the son of Adhiratha, single-handed, fell 
upon all those Chedis and Panchalas and Pandavas in that 
encounter,** The battle that took place between them and 
Kama, 0 monarch, became exceedingly fierce like that which 
had occurred in days of old between the gods and the BdnavdsJ^^ 
Like the Sun dispelling the surrounding darkness, Kama fear- 
lessly and alone encountered all those great bowmen united 
together and pouring upon him repeated showers of arrows.*'* 
While the son of Radha was thus engaged with the Pandavas, 
Bbimasena, filled with rage, began to slaughter the Kurus with 
shafts every onOji^pf which resembled the rod of Yama.’^* That 
great bowman, fighting single-handed with the Valhikas,^and 
the Kaikay as, the Matsayas, the V asatis, the Madras, and the 
SaNUskYW, loolfad exeecdingly resplendenlj’* There, elephants, 
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assailed in their vital limbs by Bhima with his clothyard shafts, 
fell down, with their riders slain, making the Earth tremble 
with the violence of their fall,’^* Steeds also, with their riders 
slain, and foot-soldiers deprived of life, lay down, pierced with 
arrows.and vomiting blood in large quantities.^* Car-warriors in 
thousands fell down, their weapons loosened from their hands. 
Inspired with the fear of Bhima, they lay deprived of life, their 
bodies naangled with wounds.^* The Earth became strewn with 
car-warriors and horsemen and elephant-men and drivers and 
foot-soldiers and steeds and elephants all mangled with the shafts 
of Bhiraasena,’^ The army of Duryodhana, 0 king, cheerless 
and mangled and aflflicted with the fear of Bhimasena, stood as 
if stupified.^® Indeed, that melancholy host stood motionless 
in that dreadful battle like the Ocean, 0 king, during a calm in 
autumn.^* Stupified did that host stand even like the Ocean in 
a calm. However endued with wrath and energy and might, the 
army of thy son then, divested of its pride, lost all its splendour. 
Indeed, that host, whilst thus being slaughtered, became 
drenched with gore and seemed to bathe in blood. The comba- 
tants, 0 chief of the Bharatas, drenched with blood, were seen 
to approach and slaughter one another.®* The Suta’s son, filled 
with rage, routed the Panda va division, while Bhimasena in 
i rage routed the Kurus. And both of them, while thus employ- 
ed, looked exceedingly resplendent.®* During the progress of 
that fierce battle filling the spectators with wonder, Arjuna, that 
foremost of victorious persons, having slain a large number of 
Samsaptakas in the midst of their array, addressed Vasudeva, 
saying, — This struggling force of Sd'i'iisapktJcas, 0 Janarddana, 
is broken Those great car-warriors amongst the Savisap- 
takas are flying away with their followers, unable to bear my 
shafts like deer unable to bear the roar of the lion 1** The vast 
force of the Srinjayas also seejps to break in this great battle ! 
There that banner of the intelligent Kama, bearing the device 
of the elephant’s rope, 0 Krishna,®^ is seen in the midst of 
Yudhishthira’s division, where ho is careering with activity ! 

* The Bengal reading TiKMhyattiO/Uavs is erroneous. The Bombay 

'■eading ia Vadkyfminam,--‘T/ 
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The other great car-warriors (of our army) are incapable of 
vanquishing Kama !** Thou knowest that Kama is possessed of 
great energy as regards prowess in battle 1 Proceed thither 
where Kama is routing our forces Avoiding (other warriors) 
in battle, proceeded against the Suta's son, that mighty car- 
warrior! This is what I wish, 0 Krishna! Do, however, 
that which thou likest — Hearing these words of his, Qovinda 
smiled, and addressing Arjuna, said, — Slay the Kauravas, 0 
son of Pandu, without delay 1“ — Then those steeds, white as 
swans, urged by Govinda, and bearing Krishna and the son of 
Pandu, penetrated thy vast force. Indeed, thy host broke 
on all sides as those white steeds in trappings of gold, urged by 
Ke 5 ava, penetrated into its midst.®* That ape-bannered car, 
the clatter whoso wheels resembled the deep roar of the clouds 
and whoso flags waved on the air, penetrated into the host like 
a celestial car passing through the welkin.®^ Ke 9 ava and 
Arjuna, filled with rage, and with eyes red as blood, as they 
penetrated, piercing through thy vast host, looked exceedingly 
resplendent in their splendour.®* Both delighting in battle, as 
those two heroes, challenged by tho Kurus, came to the field, 
they looked like tho twin A(jwins invoked with proper rites in a 
sacrifice by the officiating priests.®* Filled with rage, the impe- 
tuosity of those two tigers among men increased like that of two 
elephants in a large forest, enraged at the claps of hunters.®^ 
Having penetrated into the midst of that car-force and those 
bodies of horse, Phalguna careered within those divisions like 
the Destroyer himself armed with the fatal noose.®* Beholding 
him put forth such prowess within bis army, thy son, 0 Bharata. 
once more urged the Samsajf^akas against him.®® Thereupon, 
with a thousand cars, and throe hundred elephants, and four- 
teen thousand horse, and two hundred thousands of foot- 
soldiers armed with the bow, endued with great courage, ol 
sureness of aim, and conversant with all the ways of battle,*®^ 
♦he leaders of the Samsaptakas rushed [from every side]^ to- 
wards the ^n of Kunti [in that great battle], f covering the 
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Pandava, 0 monarch, with showers of arrows from all sides.^®* 
Thus covered with shafts in that battle, Partha, that grinder 
of hostile forces, exhibited himself in a fierce form like the 
Destroyer himself armed with the noose. While engaged in 
slaughtering the Samsaptakas, Partha became a worthier 
object pf sight with all.'®® Then the welkin became filled with 
sliafts decked with gold and possessed of the effulgence of light- 
ning that were ceaselessly shot by the diadem-decked Arjuna.'®* 
Indeed, everything, completely shrouded with mighty shafts 
sped from Arjuiias arms and falling ceaselessly all around, 
looked resplendent, 0 lord, as if covered with snakes.'®* The 
son of Pandu, of immeasurable soul, shot on all sides his 
straight shafts equipt with wings of gold and furnished with 
keen points.'®* In consequence of the sound of Partha's palms, 
people thought that the Earth, or the vault of the welkin, or all 
the points of the compass, or the several oceans, or the moun- 
tains, seemed to split.'®^ Having slain ten thousand Khatriyas, 
Kuiiti s son, that mighty car-warrior, then quickly proceeded to 
the further wing of the Samsaplakas,^^^ Repairing to that fur- 
ther wing which was protected by the Kamvojas, Partha began 
to grind it forcibly vvith his arrows like Vasava grinding the 
Banavas,^^^ With broad-headed arrows he began to quickly 
cut off the arms, with weapons in grasp, and also the heads, 
of foes longing to slay him."® Deprived of diverse limbs, 
and of weapons, they began to fall down on tho Earth, like 
trees of many boughs broken by a hurricane,'" While he was 
engaged in thus slaughtering elephants and steeds and car- 
warrriors and foot-soldiers, the younger brother of Sudakshin (the 
chief of the Kamvojas) began to pour showers of arrows on 
him."* With a couple of crescent-shaped arrows, Arjuna then 
cut off the two arms, looking like spiked maces, of his striking 
assailant, and then his head graced with a face as beautiful as 
the full moon, with a razor-headed arrow."® Deprived of life, 
he fell down from his. vehicle, his body bathed in blood, like 
the thunder- riven summit of a mountain of red arsenic."* In- 
deed, people saw the tall and exceedingly handsome younger 
brother af Sudakshina the chief of the Kamvojas, of eyes resem- 
bliiig lotus petals, slain an^ fall down like a column of gold or 



208 


HABABHABATl. 


llk« a summit of the golden Sumeru.**‘ Then commenced a 
battle there once more that was fierce and exceedingly wonder- 
ful. The condition of the struggling combatants varied repeat- 
edly.'" Each slain with a single arrow> steeds and combatants 
of the Kamvoja, the Yavana, and the Caka races-, fell down 
bathed in blood, upon which the whole field of battle became one 
expanse of red, 0 monarch I"* In consequence of car-warriors 
deprived of steeds and drivers, and steeds deprived of riders, 
and elephants deprived of riders, and riders deprived of ele- 
phants, battling with one another, 0 king, a great carnage 
took place.'" When the wing and the further wing of the 
Samsaptakas had thus been exterminated by Savyasachin, the 
son of Drona quickly proceeded against Arjuna, that foremost 
of victorious warriors."’ Indeed, Drona’s son rushed, shaking 
his formidable bow, and taking with him many terrible arrows, 
like the Sun himself appearing with his own rays.'" With 
mouth wido open from rage and the desire to retaliate, and with 
red eyes, the mighty A 9 watthaman looked formidable like 
Death himself armed with his mace and filled with wrath as at 
the end of the r-uj/a.*"' He then shot showers of fierce 
shafts. With those shafts sped by him, he began to rout the 
Pandava army,'" As soon, however, as he beheld him of 
Da 5 arha’s race on the car, 0 king, ho once more sped at him, 
0 sire, repeated showers of fierce shafts.'" With those falling 
shafts, 0 monarch, sped by Drona’s son, both Krishna and 
Dhananjaya were completely shrouded on their car."* Then 
the valiant A 9 watthaman, with hundreds of keen arrows, stupi- 
fied both Madhava and the son of Pandu in that battle.'" 
Beholding those two protectors of all mobile and immobile 
creatures thus covered with arrows, the universe of mobile and 
immobile beings uttered cries of eh and aloe.'** Crowds of 
Siddhas and Ghdra'iias began to repair to that spot from 
every side, mentally uttering this prayer, viz.,— Let good be 
to all the Worlds!'" — Never before, 0 4cing, did I see prow- 
ess like that of Drona’s son in that battle while he was engaged 
•. \ 

♦ Nilakatba explains that Sijikara waS*probably 
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In shfoudhig the two Krishnas with shafts.’’*® The sound of 
A<jwatthaman’s bow, inspiring foes with terror, was repeatedly 
heard by us in that battle, O king, to resemble that of a 
roaring lion,'*® While careering in that battle and striking on 
his left and right, the string of his bow looked beautifull like 
flashes of lightning in the midst of a mass of clouds.'*® 
Though endued with great firmness and lightness of hand, the 
son of Pandu, for all that, beholding the son of Drona then, 
became greatly stupified.'*' Indeed, Arjuna then regarded his 
own prowess to be destroyed by his high-soulcd assailant. 
The form of Ac;watthaman became such in that battle that 
men could with difficulty gaze at it.'** During the progress of 
that dreadful battle between Drona*s son and the Pandava, 
during that time when the mighty son of Drona, 0 monarch, 
thus prevailed over his antagonist and the son of Kiinti lost his 
energy, Krishna became filled with rage. Inspired with wrath, 
he drew deep breaths, 0 king, and seemed to burn with his eyes 
bobh Acjwattharnan and Phalguna as he looked at them repeatr 
edly. Filled with rage, Krishna addressed Pilrlha in an affec- 
tionate tone, saying,'**"** — This, O Partha, that I behold in 
battle regarding thee is exceedingly strange, since Drona s son, 
0 Partha, surpasseth thee today !'*® Hast thou not now tlie 
energy and the might of thy arms thou hadst before ? Ilasfz 
thou not that Gdndiva still in thy hands, and dost thou not 
stay on thy car now ?‘*^ Are not thy two arms sound ? Hath 
thy fist suffered any hurt ? Why is it then that I see the son of 
Drona prevail over thee in battle ?'** Do not, 0 Partha, spare 
t'hy assailant, regarding him as the son of thy preceptor, O bull 
of Bharata s race ! This is not the time for sparing him !'*®~ 
Thus addressed by Krishna, Partha speedily took up four and 
ten broad-headed arrows at a time when speed wiis of the high- 
est monument, and with them he cut off A^wf tthaman s bow 
and standard and umbrella and banners and cai and dart and 
mace.'** With a few calf-toothed arrows he then deeply struck 
the son of Drona in the latter s shoulder. Thereupon, over- 
come with a deep swooii» A^watthaman sat down, supporting 
himselfon his flagstaff.'** The latter’s driver then, 0 monarch, 
desirous of protecting hijjl from Dhanamaya, bore him away 
27 
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insensible and thus deeply afflicted by the foe.*** Meanwhile, 
that scorcher of foes, viz., Vijaya, slaughtered thy troops by 
hundreds and thousands, in the very sight of that hero, viz., 
thy son, O sire !**• Thus, 0 king, in consequence of thy evil 
counsels, a cruel and awful destruction and carnage commenced^ 
as thy warriors were engaged with the. enemy.*** Within a 
short time Vibhatsu routed the SamsaptaJcas ; Vri’kodara, the 
Kurus ; and Vasusena, the Panchalas.*** During the progress 
of that battle destructive of groat heroes, there rose many head' 
less trunks all around.**® Meanwhile Yudhishthira, O chief the 
Bharatas, in great pain owing to his wounds, retreating about 
^"two miles from the battle, rested himself for some time/ 


Section LVIl. 

Sanjaya said, — *Then Duryodhana, 0 chief of the Bharatas, 
repairing to Kama, said unto him as also unto the ruler of the 
Madras and the other lords of Earth present there, these words,* 
—Without seeking hath this occasion arrived, when the gates 
of heaven have become wide open I Happy are those Kshatri- 
y^s, O Kama, that obtain such a battle 1* Brave heroes, 
fighting in battle with brave Kshatriyas equal to them in might 
and prowess, obtain great good, O son of Radha ! The occa- 
sion that hath come is even such !* Either let these brave 
Kshatriyas, slaying the Pandavas in battle, obtain the broad 
Earth, or let them, slain in battle by the foe, win the blessed 
region reserved for heroes !* — Hearing these words of Duryo- 
dhana, those bulls among Kshatriyas cheerfully uttered loud 
shouts and beat and blew their musical instruments.* When 
Duryodhana s force became thus filled with joy, the son of 
Drona, gladdenin’g^all thy warriors further, said,— In the very 
right of all the troops, and before the eyes of you all, my father, 
after he had laid aside his weapons, was slain by Dhrishta- 
dyurana 1*“’^ By that wrath which such an act might kindle, and 
for the sake ri.so of my friend, ye kings, I swear truly before 
you all ! Listen then to that oatk of mine I* WithoVit dayiifis/ 
Bhrifihi^0yvpn I shall not doff my armour ! If thifrvow of 
mine H, not »tuM|ed, Jet me not go to ^heaven !* Be it Arjuna, 
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be it Bhimaseita, or be it anybody else, whoever will coma 
against I will crush him or all of them ! There is no doubt 
in this — After A^watthaman had uttered these words, the 
entire Bharata army, united together, rushed against the Panda* 
vas, and the latter also rushed against the former.?* That colli* 
sion of brave leaders of car-divisions, 0 Bharata, became exceed^ 
ingly awful A destruction of life then set in at the van of 
the Kurus and the Srinjayas, that resembled what takes place 
at the last great universal dissolution.'** Upon the commence* 
ment of that passage-at-arms, various (superior) beings, with 
the gods, came there, accompanied by the Apsa^’as. for behold* 
ing those foremost of men.'® Filled with joy, the 
began to cover those foremost of men devoted to the duties of 
their order, with celestial garlands, with diverse kinds of celes* 
tial perfumes, and with diverse species of gems.'* Soft winds 
bore those excellent odors to the nostrils of all the foremost of 
warriors. Having smelt those perfumes in consequence of the 
action of the wind, the warriors once more engaged in battle; 
and striking one another began to fall down on the Earth.** 
Strewn with celestial flowers, with beautiful shafts equipt with 
wings of gold, and with many foremost of warriors, the Earth 
looked beautiful like the firmament bespangled with myriads 
of stars." Then in consequence of cheers coming from tha 
welkin and the noise of musical instruments, the furious pass- 
age-at-arms distinguished by twang of bows and clatter of car* 
wheels and shouts of warriors became exceedingly fierce.’"" 


Section LVIII. 

"Sanjaya said,— “Thus raged that great battle between those 
lords of Earth when Arjuna and Kama and Bhimasona tho 
son of Pandu became angry.* Having vanquished the son of 
Prona, and other groat^ c.ar- warriors, Arjuna, 0 king, address- 
' ing Vasudeva, said,*— Behold, 0 Krishna of mighty arms, 
the Pandava army is flying away! Behold, Kama is slaying 


> I.^ptthc Bombay reading. Kola-i/vgSnta is explained as the 
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our grcafe car- warriors in this battle !® I do not, 0 thou of 
Da 5 arha's race, see king Yudhishthira the just ! Nor is the 
standard of Dharma^s ^on, O foremost of warriors, visible 
The third part of the day still reraaineth, 0 Janarddanal No 
one amongst the Dhartarashtras cometh against me for fight !* 
For doing, theroforo, what is agreeable to me, proceed to the 
spot where Yudhishthira is! Beholding Dharma's son safe 
and sound with his younger brothers in battle,® I will again 
fight with the foe, 0 thou of Vrishni’s race ! — At those words 
of Vibhatsu, Hari quickly proceeded on that car*^ to that spot 
where king Yudhishthira, along with the mighty Srinjaya car- 
warriors of great strength, were fighting with the foe, making 
death their goal.® Daring the progress of that great carnage, 
Govinda, beholding the field of battle, addressed Savyasachin, 
saying,® — Behold, 0 Pfirtha, groat and awful is this carnage, 
O Bharata, of Kshatriyas on Earth for the sake of Duryo- 
dhana!*® Behold, 0 Bharata, the gold-backed bows of slain 
warriors, as also their costly quivers displaced from their 
shoulders Bolnjld those straight shafts oquipt with wings of 
gold, and those clothyard arrows washed with oil and looking 
like snakes freed from their slmighs Behold, 0 Bharata, 
those scimitars, decked with gold and having ivory handles, 
and those displaced shields embossed with gold !‘® Behold 
those lances docked with gold, those darts having golden orna- 
ments, and those huge maces twined round with gold 1^* Be- 
hold those swords adorned with gold, those axes with golden 
ornaments, and the heads of those battle-axes fallen off from 
their gulden handles.'® Behold those iron Kiintas, those short 
clubs oxcoedingly heavy, those beautiful rockets, those huge 
bludgeons with spiked heads, those disci displaced from the arms 
of their wieldors, and those spears (that have been used) in this 
dreadful battle !'* Endued (while living) with great activity, 
warriors that came to battle, having taken up diverse weapons, 
arc lying, though deprived of life, as if still alive Behold, 
thousands o£ warriors lying on the field, with limbs crushed by 
means of macc%, or heads broken by means of heavy clubs, or 
torn and mangled by elephants and steeds and oars.J^ The 
field,of%4t»le is covered with shafts and darts and swords 
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and axes and scimitars and spiked maces and lances and 
iron Kiintas and battle-axes, and the bodies of men and steeds 
and elephants, hacked with many wounds and covered with 
streams of blood and deprived of life, 0 slayer of foes 
The Earth looks beautiful, 0 Bharata, with arms smeared 
with sandal, decked with Angadas of gold and with Key liras, 
and having their ends cased in leathern fences,** With hands 
cased in leathern fences, with' displaced ornaments, with severed 
thighs, looking like elephants trunks, of many active warriors,®* 
with fallen heads, decked with costly gems and ear-rings, of 
heroes having large expansive eyes, the Earth looks exceed' 
ingly beautiful !®* With headless trunks smeared all over with 
blood, with severed limbs and heads and lips, the Earth looks, 
0 best of the Bharatas, like an altar strewn with extinguish- 
ed fires !** Behold those beautiful cars with rows of golden 
bolls, broken in diverse ways, and those slain steeds lying 
scattered on the field, with arrows yet sticking to their bod- 
ies Behold those bottoms of cars, those quivers, those 
banners, those diverse kinds of standards, those gigantic conchs 
of car- warriors, white in hue and scattered all over the field!®* 
Behold those elephants, huge as hills, lying on the Earth, with 
tongues lolling out, and those other elephants and steeds, depriv- 
ed of life and decked with triumphal banners Behold those 
housings of elephants, and those skins and blankets, and those 
other beautiful and variegated and torn blankets Behold 
those rows of bells torn and broken in diverse ways in conse- 
quence of falling elephants of gigantic size, and those beautiful 
goads set with stones of lapis lazuli, and those hooks falling 
upon the ground 1®^ Behold those whips, adorned with gold, 
and variegated with gems, still in the grasp of (slain) horse- 
men, and those blankets and skins of the Rdnhu deer falling 
on the ground but which had served for i^ats on horse-back.*® 
Behold those gems for adorning the diadems of kings, and those 
beautiful necklaces of gold, and those displaced umbrellas and 
yak-tails for fanning Behold the Earth, miry with blood, 
strewn with the faces of heroes, decked with beautiful ear-rings 
and well-cub beards and possessed of the splendour of the moon 
and stars I** Behold those wounded warriors in whom life is 
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not yet extinct and who, lying all around, are uttering wails 
of woe ! Their relatives, 0 prince, casting aside their weapons, 
are tending them, weeping incessantly 1“ Having covered 
many warriors with arrows and deprived them of life, behold, 
those combatants, endued with activity, longing for victory, 
and swelling with rage, are once more proceeding for battle 
against other antagonists!®* Others are running hither and 
thither on the field ! Begged for water by fallen heroes related 
to them,®* others have gone in quest of drink ! Many, O 
Arjuna, are breathing their last meanwhile ! Returning, their 
brave relatives, seeing them become senseless,®* are throwing 
down the water they have brought and are running wildly, 
shouting at one another ! Behold, many have died after hav- 
ing slaked their thirst, and many, 0 Bharata, are dying while 
drinking !®^ Others, though affectionate towards relatives, still 
deserting their dear relatives, arc seen to rush towards foes in 
great battle 1®* Others, again, 0 best of men, biting their 
nether lips, and with faces rendered terrible in consequence of 
the contraction of their bows, are surveying the field all 
around !®* — While saying those words unto Arjuna, Vasudeva 
proceeded towards Yudhishthira, Arjuna also, for beholding the 
king in that great battle, repeatedly urged Govinda, saying, — 
Proceed, Proceed 1*® — Having shown the field of battle to Partha-, 
Madhava, while proceeding quickly, slowly said unto Partha 
once more,** — Behold those kings rushing towards king Yudhish- 
thira ! Behold Kama, who resembles a blazing fire, on the 
arena of batfcle !*® Yonder the mighty-bowman Bhima is pro- 
ceeding to battle 1 They that are the foremost among the 
Panchalas, the Srinjayas, and the Pandavas, — they, that is, that 
have Dhrishtadyumna for their head, — are following Bhima !** 
The vast army of the enemy is again broken by the rushing 
Parthas ! Behold, 0 Arjuna, Kama is trying to rally the flying 
Kauravas !** Resembling the Destroyer himself in impetuosity 
and Indrajiiraself in prowess, yonder proceedeth Drona’s son, 
0 thou of Kuru s race, that hero, viz., who is the foremost of 
all wielders of weapons !*• The mighty car- warrior Dhrishta- 
dyumna is rushing against that hero ! The Srinjayas are fojjow- 
ing the lead bf Dhrishtadyumna! Behold, the Srinjayas are 
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faHing — Thus did the invincible Vasudeva describe every- 
thing upto the diadem-decked Arjuna, Then, 0 king, com- 
^ menced a terrible and awful battle.**^ Loud leonine shouts 
arose as the two hosts encountered each other, 0 monarch, 
making death their goal.** Eeven thus, 0 king, in consequence 
of thy evil counsels, did that destruction set in on Earth, 0 lord 
of 5Jarth, of both thy warriors and those of the enemy !’ 


Section LIX. 

^‘Sanjaya said, — *‘Then the Kurus and the Srinjayas once 
more fearlessly encountered each other in battle, the Parthae 
being headed by Yudhishthira, and ourselves headed by the 
Suta's son.* Then commenced a terrible battle, making tho 
hair to stand on end, between Kama and the Pandavas, that 
increased the population of Yamas kingdom.* After that 
furious battle, producing rivers of blood, had commenced, and 
v/hen a remnant only of the brave Simsaptakas, 0 Bharata, 
wore left unslaughtored,* Dhrishtadyumna, 0 monarch, with 
all the kings (on the Pandava side), and those mighty car- 
warriors, the Pandavas themselves, all rushed against Kama 
only.* Like the mountain receiving a vast body of water, 
Kama, unaided by any one, received in that battle all those 
advancing warriors filled with joy and longing for victory.* 
Those mighty car-warriors, encountering Kama, were beat off 
and broken like a mass of water beat back on all sides when 
it encounters a mountain,* The battle, however, that took 
place between them and Kama made the hair to stand on 
end. Then Dhrishtadyumna assailed the son of Radha with a 
straight shaft in that battle, and addressing him said, Wait, 
Wait — The mighty car-warrior Kama, filled with rage, shook 
his foremost of bows called Vijayo,, and cutti off the bow 
of Dhrishtadyumna As also his arrows resembling snakes of 
virulent poison, assailed Dhrishtadyumna himself with nine 
arrows.^ Those arrows, 0 sinless one, piercing through the gold- 
decked armour of the high-souled son of Prishata,* * became 
batl^ in blood and looked beautiful like so many coccinella. 
The mighty car-warri<^ Dhrishtadyumna, casting aside that 
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broken bow/® took up another bow and a numbel* of shaftH 
resembling snakes of virulent poison. With those straight 
shafts numbering seventy, he pierced Kama.** Similarly, O 
king, Kama, in that battle, covered Prishata’s son, that 
scorcher of foes, with many shafts resembling snakes of viru- 
lent poison. The slayer of Drona, that great bowman, reta- 
liated by piercing Kama with many keen shafts.** Filled with 
rage, Kama then, 0 monarch, sped at his antag mist a gold-^ 
decked shaft that resembled a second rod of Death.*® That 
terrible shaft, 0 monarch, as it coursed impetuously towards 
Prishata’s son, the grandson of Cini, 0 king, cut off into 
seven fragments, desplaying great lightness of hand.** Be- 
holding his shaft baflflcd by the arrows of Satyaki, 0 king, 
Kama resisted Satyaki with showers of arrows from every 
side.*® And he pierced Satyaki in that encounter, with seven 
clothyard shafts. The grandson of Cini, however, pierced him 
in return with many arrows decked with gold.’* The battle then 
that took place, 0 king, between those two warriors was such 
as to fill both spectators and auditors with fear. Though awful, 
soon it became beautiful and a deserving objects of sight.*^ 
Beholding the feats, in that encounter, of Kama and the grand- 
son of Cini, the hair of all the creatures there present seemed 
to stand on end.*® Meanwhile the mighty son of Drona rushed 
against Prishata’s son, that chastiser of foes, and queller of 
the prowess of all enemies.** Filled with rage, Drona s son, 
that subjugator of hostile towns, addressing Dhrishtadyumna, 
said, — Wait, wait, 0 slayer of a Brahmana, thou shalt not 
escape me today with life !*® — Having said these words, that 
mighty car- warrior of great lightness of hand, striving resolu- 
tely, deeply pierced the brave son of Prishata, who also strove 
to the utmost of his prowess, with many keen and terrible 
shafts endued with great impetuosity. As Drona (while alive), 
beholding the soa of Prishata, 0 sire, had become cheerless 
and regarded him as his death, even so that slayer of hostile 
heroes, the son ef Prishata, beholding Drona’s son in that battle, 
now regarded him as his death,**'*® Soon, however, remem- 
bering that he was unslayable in battle by means of weapons, 
rushed vvith great speed against Drona sV^pn, like the Destroyer 
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nishiiig against tho Destroyer at the time of the universal 
dissolution,®* Drona s heroic son, however, 0 monarch, behold- 
ing Dhrishtadyumna stationed before him, drew deep breaths 
in wrath and rushed towards him.®* Both of them were filled 
with great rage at sight of each other. Endued with great 
activity, the valiant son of Drona then, O monarch, said these 
words unto Dhrishtadyumna staying not far from him : — O 
wretih amongst the Panchalas, I shall today despatch thee to 
Yama!®**®^ The sin thou hast committed by slaying Drona 
before will fill thee today with regret, to thy great evil,®*^ if 
thou stayest in battle without being protected by Partha, or 
if thou dost not fly away, O fool 1 I tell thee truly !®®— 
Thus addressed, the valiant Dhrishtadyumna replied, saying,— 
That same sword of mine which answered thy sire resolutely 
engaged in battle, will today answer this speech of thine 
If Drona could be slain by me, O thou that art a Brahmana in 
name only, why should I not then, putting forth my prowess, 
slay thee also in battle today — Having said these words, 
the wrathful commander of the Pandava forc:s, viz., the son 
of Prishata, pierced Drona^s son with a keen arrow.®® Then 
Drona*s son, filled with great rage, shrouded every side of 
Dhrishtadyumna, 0 king, in that battle, with straight arrows.®* 
Shrouded with thousands of arrows, neither the welkin, nor 
the points of the compass, nor the combatants all around, 
could, O monarch, be any longer seen.®* Similarly, the son 
of Prishata, 0 king, shrouded Drona's son, that ornament of 
battle, with arrows, in the very sight of Kama.®* The son of 
Radha, too, O monarch, singly resisted the Panchalas and the 
Pandavas and the (five) sons of Draupadi and Yudhamanyu 
and tho mighty car-warrior Satyaki, in consequence of which 
feat he became the cynosure of all cyes.®®^ T ien Dhrishta- 
clyumna, in that battle, cut oflf the very tough and formidable 
bow of Drona s son as also all his arrows resembling snakes 
of virulent poison.^’ Drona's son, however, with his arrows, 
destroyed^ within tho twinkling of an eye, the bow, the dart, 
the mape. the standard, the steeds, the driver, and the car of 
Prishata’s son.** Bowless and earless and steedless and driver- 
less, the son of Prishata ilton took up a huge scimitar and a 
28 ^ 
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blazing shi>I<] (backed with a hundred moons.^^ Endued with 
groat lightness of hand, and possessed of mighty weapons, 
that mighty car-warrior, viz., the heroic son of Drona, O ting, 
quickly cut off, in that battle, with many broad-headed arrows, 
those weapons also^® of Dhrishtadyumna before the latter could 
come down from his car. All this soemed exceedingly wonder- 
ful. The mighty car-warrior Aewatthaman, however, though 
struggling vigorously, could not, 0 chief of the Bharatas, slay 
the earless and stcedless and bowless Dhrishtadyumna although 
pierced and exceedingly mangled with many arrows.'^'^* When, 
therefore, 0 kins^, the son of Drona found that he could not 
slay liis enemy with arrows, he laid aside his bow and quickly 
proceeded towards the son of Prishata.'*^ The impetuosity of 
that lugh-souled one, as he rushed towards his foe, resembled 
that of Garuda swooping down for seizing a largo snake.'*^ 
Meanwhile Miidhava, addressing Arjuna, said, — Boliold, O Par- 
tha, liow the son of Drona is rushing with great speed towards 
the car of Prishata’s son ! Without doubt, he will slay tho 
prince 0 rnighty-arined one, 0 crusher of foes, rescue tho 
son of Prishata, who is now within the jaws of Drona’s son as if 
within the jaws of Death himself!*® — Having said these words, 
the valiant Vasudeva urged the steeds towards that spot where 
Drona s son was.*’^ Those steeds, of the splendour of the moon, 
urged by Ke<^ava, proceeded towards the car of Drona's son, 
devouring the very skies.*® Beholding those two of great 
energy, viz., Krishna and Dhananjaya, coming towevrds him, 
the mighty A^watthaman made great effurts for slaying 
Dhrishtadyumna soon,** Seeing Dhrishtadyumna dragged, 0 
fulor of men, by his enemy, tho mighty Partha sped many 
arrows at the son of Drona.®^^ Those arrows, decked with gold 
and sped from Gdadiva, approached the son of Drona and 
pierced him deeply like snakes penetrating into an anthill.** 
Thus pierced with those terrible arrows, the valiant son of 
Drona, 0 king, abandoned the Pilnchala prince of immeasur- 
able energy.^® Indeed, the hero, thus afflicted with Dhanan- 
jaya’s shafts, mounted on his car, and taking up his own 
excellent bow, began to pierce Partha with many shafts.*® 

; Meanwhile, the heroic Sahadova, o'^uler of men, bore away. 
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on own car the son of Prishataj that scorclior of foes.** 
Arjuna then, 0 king, pierced Dronas son with many arrows. 
Filled with rage, Dronas son struck Arjuna in the arms and 
the chest.** Thus provoked, Partha, in that battle, sped at 
Drona’s son, a long shaft that resembled a second rod of Death 
or, rather, Death himself. That arrow of great splendour 
foil* upon the shoulder of the Brahmana hero.** Exceeding- 
ly agitated, 0 monarch, in that lyittle, by the violence of the 
stroke, he sat down on the terrace of his car and swooned 
away.®^ Then Kama, 0 monarch, shook his bow Vljaya and, 
filled with rage, repeatedly eyed Arjuna in that battle, desiriiig 
a single combat with him.** Meanwhile the driver of Drona's 
son, beholding the latter senseless, quickly bore him away on 
his car from the field of battle.** Beholding Prishata s sou 
rescued and Drona’s son afflicted, the Panchalas, 0 king, ex- 
pectant of victory, began to utter loud shouts.*® Thousands 
of sweet instruments began to be sounded. Seeing such Avomier- 
ful feats in battle, the combatants uttered leonine roars,** Hav- 
ing achieved that feat, Partha addressed Vilsiidova, saying, 
— Proceed, 0 Krishna, towards the Sammptakas, for this is 
greatly desired by mo !** — Hearing those words of Pandu s 
son, he of Daejarha’s race proceeded on that car graced with' 
many banners and whoso speed resembled that of the wind or 
the mind.**’ " 


Section LX. 

‘'Sanjaya — ‘Meanwhile Krishna, pointing out king YiKllush- 
thira the just unto Kuiiti’s son Partha, addressed him in these 
words — Yonder, 0 son of Panda, thy brother* (Yudhishtliira) 
is being pursued by many mighty and great jowmen amongst 
the Dhartarashtras, all inspired with the desire of slaughter- 
ing him 1* The mighty Panchalas, difficult of defeat in battle, 
are proceeding after the high-souled Yudhishthira from desire 
of rescuing him 1* Yonder, Dnryodhana, 0 Partha, the king of 
the whole world, clad in mail and accompanied by a largo 
ear force, is pursuing Pandava king!* Impelled by the 
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desire of slaughtering his rival, the mighty Duryodhana, 0 tiger 
among men, is pursuing him, accompanied by his brothers 
the touch of whose weapons is as fatal as that of poisonous 
snakes and who are all conversant with every mode of warfare.* 
Those Dhartarashtra elephants and horse and car-warriors and 
foot are coming for seizing Yudhishthira like poor men for 
seizing a precious gem.® Behold, cheeked by Satyaki and 
Bhima, they have again been stupified, like the Laityas, that 
desired to take away the Amrita, made motionless by Cakra 
and Agiii !’ The mighty car-warriors (of the Kuru army), how- 
ever, in consequence of the vastness of their numbers, are* 
again proceeding towards Yudhishthira like a vast quantity of 
water in the season of rains rushing towards the ocean.® Those 
mighty bowmen are uttering leonine roars, blowing their conchs, 
and shaking their bows.** I regard Kunti s son Yudhishthira^ 
thus brought under the influence of Duryodhana, to be already 
within the jaws of Death or already poured as a libation on the 
sacrificial fire.‘® The army of Dhritarashtra’s son, 0 Pandava, 
is arrayed and cquipt duly, Cakra himself, coming within the 
range of its arrows, can scarcely escape,** Who will in battle 
bear the impotiiosity of the heroic Duryodhana who shoots 
showers of arrows with the greatest celerity and who, when 
angry, resembles the Destroyer himself ?** The force of the 
heroic Duryodhanas shafts, or Drona's son’s, or Kripa’s, or 
Kama’s, would break down the very mountains 1*® That 
scorcher of foes, viz., king Yudhishthira, was once compelled 
by Kama to turn his back upon the field. The son of Kadha 
is endued with great might and great lightness of hand. 
Possessed of great skill, ho is accomplished in battle. He is 
competent to afflict the eldest son of Pandu in fight, especi- 
ally when ho is united with the mighty and brave sons of 
Dhritarashtra Of rigid vows, when the son of Pritha 
had been engaged in battle with all those warriors, other great 
car warriors had struck him and contributed to his defeat.*® 
The king, 0 beat of the Bharatas, is exceedingly emaciated in 
consoquence of his fasts. He is endued with Brahma force, 
but the ptusiifant one is not endued with much of Kshatriya 
might Assai led, however, br Kama, \Jic royal son of Pando, 
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vIj!., Yudhishthira, that scorcher of foes, hath been placed in a 
situation of great peril.'* I think, 0 Partha, that king 
Yudhishthira hath fallen ! Indeed, since that chastiser of foes, 
viz,, the wrathful Bhimasena, coolly beareth the leonine roars of 
the frequently-shouting Dh^rtarashtras longing for victory and 
blowing their conchs,'***® I think, 0 bull among men, that 
Panda s son Yudhishthira is dead ! Yonder Kama urges for- 
ward the mighty car-warriors of the Dhartarashtras !*' The 
mighty (Dhartarashtra) car-warriors are surrounding the royal 
son of Pritha with the weapons called Sthundkarna, Indra- 
jdla, and Pdgupatay and with clouds of other weapons !** 
The king, 0 Bharata, is deeply afflicted and exceedingly weak- 
ened, since the Panchalas and the Pandavas, those foremost of 
all wielders of weapons, are proceeding with great speed to- 
wards him at a time when speed is of the highest moment, 
like strong men rushing to the rescue of a person sinking in a 
bottomless sea The king s standard is no longer visible ! 
It has probably been struck down by Kama with his shafts ! 
Ill the very sight of the twins, 0 Partha, and of Satyaki and 
Cikhandin,®* and Dhrishtadyumna and Bhima and Catanika, 
0 lord, as also of all the Panchalas and the Chedis, 0 Bhara- 
ta,** yonder Kama is destroying the Pandava division with 
his arrows, like an elephant destroying an assemblage of lotus- 
es.*'^ There, those car- warriors of thy army, 0 son of Pandu, 
are flying away ! See, see, 0 Partha, how those great warriors 
are retreating 1** Those elephants, O Bharata, assailed by 
Kama in battle, are flying away in all directions, uttering 
cries of pain 1** There, those crowds of car- warriors, routed 
in battle, 0 Partha, by Kama, that crusher of foes, are fly- 
ing away in all directions Behold, 0 Partha, that fore- 
most of standards, of the Suta s son, oni his car, bearing 
the device of the elephants rope, is seen to mo'^e all over the 
field !** There, the son of Badha is now rushing against 
Bhimasena, scattering- hundreds of shafts as he proceeds and 
slaughtering thy army therewith !** There, those mighty car- 
warriprs of the Panchalas are being routed (by Kama) even as 
the i)a%as had been routed by Cakra in dreadful battle!** 
There, Kama, having v&nqitisbed the Panchalas, the Pandus, 
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and the Srinja3^as, is casting his eyes on all sides, I think, for 
seeking thee Behold, 0 Partha, Kama, as he beautifully 
draws his foremost of bows, looketh exceedingly beautiful even 
as Cakra in the midst of the celestials, after vanquishing his 
foes There, the Kauravas, beholding the prowess of Earnay 
are roaring and inspiring the Pandus and the Srinjayas with 
fear on every side !** There, Kama himself, terrifying, the 
Pandus with his whole soul, in dreadful battle, is addressing 
all the troops, 0 giver of honors, saying,®^ — [Blessed be yo, 
advance, ye Kauravas and rush with such speed that no Srinjaya 
may, in this battle, escape with life United together, do 
this all of you ! As regards ourselves, we will follow you be- 
hind !] — Saying these words, he is advancing behind (his troops), 
scattering his shafts.** Behold Kama, 0 Partha, adorned with 
his white umbrella in this battle, and looking like the Udaya 
hills adorned by the moon With his beautiful umbrella of a 
hundred ribs, resembling the moon in full, hold over his head, 
0 Bharata, in this battle,** Kama, 0 prince, is casting his 
glances after thee ! Without doubt, he will, in this battle, 
come hither, with great speed 1*^ Behold him, 0 inighfcy-arm- 
ed one, as he shaketh his formidable bow and shooteth, in this 
dreadful battle, his shafts resembling snakes of virulent poison 
There, the son of Radha turneth towards this direction, be- 
holding thy banner bearing the ape, and desiring, 0 Partha^ 
an encounter with thee, O scorcher of foes ! Indeed, he com- 
cth for his own destruction, even like an insect into the mouth 
of a lamp !** Wrathful and brave, he is ever engaged in the 
good of Dhritarashtra s son. Of wicked understanding, he is 
always unable to put up with thee !** Beholding Kama alone 
and unsupported, Dhritarashtras son, 0 Bharata, turneth to- 
wards him with great resolution, accompanied by his car force, 
for protecting him.** Let that wicked souled one, along with 
all those allies of his, be slain by theo, putting forth thy vigor, 
from desire of winning fame, kingdom and happiness 1*^ Both 
of you are endded with great strength. Both of you are possess- 
ed of great celebrity. When encountering each other in battle, 
0 Partha, like a celestial and a Ddnava in the great battle 
between the gods and the Aswan, let the Kauravas be hold 
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thy pro\Yess 1*®*' Beholding thee Blled with great rage and 
Kama also excited to fury, O bull of Bharata s race, Diiryo- 
dhana ia wrath will not be able to do anything Remembering 
thyself to be of purified soul, 0 bull of Bharatas race, and 
remembering also that the son of Radha harboureth a great 
animosity for the virtuous Yudhishthira,*® achieve that, 0 son 
of Kunti, which should now be achieved 1 Righteously setting 
thy heart on battle, advance against that leader of car-war- 
riors There, five hundred foremost of car warriors, 0 thou 
best of car-warriors, that are endued with great might and 
fierce energy,®^ and five thousand elephants, and twice as many 
horse, and innumerable foot-soldiers, all united together, 0 
son of Kunti,®* and protecting one another, 0 hero, aro 
advancing against thee ! Show thyself, of thy own will, unto 
that great bowman, viz., the Suta’s son ! Advance, 0 bull of 
Bharata s race, towards him with great speed !®* There, Kama, 
filled with great wrath, is rushing against the Panchalas ! 
I see his standard approaching towards the car of Dhrishta- 
dyumua 1 I think he will exterminate the Panchalas 1®® I 
will tell thoe, 0 bull of Bharata’s race, some good news, O 
Parfcha! King Yudhishthira the just is living If** There, 
the mighty-armed Chima, having returned, is stationed at the 
head of the army, supported by the Srinjayas and by Satyaki, 
0 Bliarata!®^ There, the Kaura\yas are being slaughtered 
with keen shafts by Bhimaseua, O sou of Kunti, and the 
high-soulod Panchalas 1®® The troops of Dhritarashtra’s son, 
with their faces turned from the field, and with blood stream- 
ing down from their wounds, arc speedily flying away from 
battle, struck by Bhima with his shafts!®^ Bathed in blood, 
the Bharata army, 0 chief of Bharata s race, presents an ex- 
ceedingly cheerless aspect like that of the Earth when divested 
of crops.®^ Behold, O son of Kunti, Bhimasena, that foremost 
of combatants, filled with rage like a snake of virulent poison, 
and engaged in routing the (Kaurava) host Yellow and red 
and black and white banners, adorned with stars and moons 


* 48 is a triplet. ; the third line is omitted in certain Bengal texts. — T. 

t Tlw Bombay edition reads the second line with a slight variation.~T. 
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and Suns, as also many umbrellas, 0 Arjuna, lay soatterej 
about !'* Made of gold or silver or brass and other metals, 
standards are lying about, and elephants and steeds also, scattered 
all over the field !‘* There, those car-warriors are falling from 
their cars, deprived of life by the unreturning Fanchalas with 
shafts of diverse kinds.** There, the Fanchalas of great speed, 0 
Dhananjaya, are rushing against the riderless Dhartarashtra 
elephants and steeds and cars 1*' Reckless of their very lives, 
0 chastiser of foes, those warriors, difficult of defeat in battle, 
aided by the might of Bhimasena, are crushing, 0 tiger 
among men, the hostile force !** There, the Fanchalas are 
uttering loud roars and blowing their conchs as they are 
rushing against their foes and crushing them with their shafts 
in battle !*’ Behold their great energy and power ! Through 
sheer valor, the FSnchalas are slaughtering the DhSrtarSsh- 
tras like angry lions slaying elephants !'* Unarmed, they are 
snatching the weapons of their armed foes and with those 
weapons thus snatched are slaying their foes that are effectual 
sraiters, and uttering loud roars !** The heads and arms of 
their foes are being struck off and felled on the field ! The 
Fanchala cars and elephants and horse are all worthy of the 
highest praise !’* Like swans of great speed leaving the 
Manasa lake and rushing into the Ganges, the Fanchalas are 
rushing against the Kauravas, and every part of the vast 
Dhartarashtra force is assailed by them !” Like bulls resisting 
bulls, the heroic Kripa and Kama and other leaders are put- 
ting forth all their valor for resisting the Fanchalas !'* The 
Fanchala heroes headed by Dhrishtadyumna are slaying thou- 
sands of their foes, viz., the great car-warriors of the Dharta- 
rashtra army already sinking in the ocean of Bhima’s weap- 
ons !’* Beholding the Fanchalas overwhelmed by their foes, 
the fearless son of the Wind-god, assailing the hostile force, is 
shooting bis shafts and uttering loud roars !** The greater 
portion of the vast Dhartarashtra army has become exceedingly 
frightened ” Behold, those elephants, pierced by Bhima with 
his clothyard shafts, are falling down like mountain summits 
riven by ih^thunder-bolt of Indra !” There, those huge ele- 
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are flying away, crushing their own ranks Dost thou no6 
recognise the unbearable leonine shouts, 0 Arjuna, of the 
terribly-roaring Bhiinasena inspired with desire of victory in 
battle There, the prince of the Nishadas, filled with rage, 
is coming against the son of Pandu, on his foremost of ele- 
phants', from desire of slaying him with his lances, even like 
the Destroyer himself armed with his bludgeon Struck by 
Bhiraa with ten keen clothyard shafts endued with the splen- 
dour of the fire or the Sun, the two arms of the roaring prince, 
with lances in grasp, are lopped off!®® Slaying the prince, 
Bhima proceedeth against other elephants looking like masses 
of blue clouds and ridden by riders guiding them with skill 
Behold those riders striking Vrikodara with darts and lances in 
profusion ! Slaying with his keen shafts those elephants seven 
at a time, their triumphal standards also, O Partha, are cuti 
down by thy elder brother I As regards those other elephants, 
each of them is being slain with ten shafts by him.**'^® The 
shouts of the Dhartarashtras arc no longer heard, now thafi 
Bhima, 0 bull of Bharata s race, who is equal to Purandara 
himself, is engaged in battle!®^ Full three Ahshaiikinia ot 
Duryodhana*s soldiers had been assembled together (in fronti 
. of Bhima). They have all been checked by that lion among 
men, viz., Bhimasena, in wrath !' — 

'‘Sanjaya continued, — ‘Beholding that feat, difficult of ac- 
complishment, achieved by Bhimasena, Arjuna, with his keen 
shafts, destroyed the remnant of his foes.** The mighty Sam- 
saptakas^ O lord, slaughtered in battle and routed (by Arjuna), 
fled away in all directions, overcome with fear.*'' Many amongst 
them (that fell), became the guests of Cakra and attained to 
great happiness. As regards Partha, that tiger among men con- 
tinued, with his straight shafts, to slaughter the Dhartarashtra 
host consisting of four kinds of forces,’ ”** 


Section LX. 

“Dhritarashtra said,— ‘When Bhima and Pandu’s son 
Yudhi^thira were engaged in battle, when my troops were 
being slaughtered by the Pandas and the Srinjayas,' when, in; 
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deed, my vast army was being broken and routed and repeated* 
ly became cheerless, tell me, 0 Sanjaya, what the Kauravas 
•did 

"‘Sanjaya said, — ‘Beholding the mighty- armed Bhima, the 
Suta’s son of great valor, with eyes red in wrath, 0 king, rush- 
ed towards him.® Seeing thy army fly away from Bhimasena, 
the mighty Kama, 0 king, rallied it with great efforts.^ The 
mighty-armed Kama, having rallied thy son*s host, proceeded 
against the Pandavas, those heroes difficult of defeat in battle.* 
The great car-warriors of the Pandavas also, shaking their 
bows and shooting their shafts, proceeded against the son of 
Radha.* Bhimasena, and the grandson of Cini, and Cikhandin, 
and Janamejaya, and Dhrishtadyumna of great strength, and 
all the Prabhadrakas,’ and those tigers among men, viz., the 
Panchalas, i&lled with rage and inspired with desire of victory, 
rushed in that battle, from every side, against thy army.* 
Similarly the great car- warriors of thy army, 0 king, quickly 
proceeded against the Pandava host, desirous of slaughtering 
it.® Teeming with cars and elephants and horse, and abounding 
•with foot-soldiers and standards, the two armies then, 0 tiger 
among men, assumed a wonderful aspect.'*^ Cikshandin pro- 
ceeded against Kama, and Dhrishtadyumna proceeded against 
thy son Dusejasana, accompanied by a large force.^‘ Nakula 
proceeded against Vrishasena, while Yudhishthira against Chi- 
^rasena. Sahadeva, 0 king, in that battle, proceeded against 
Uluka.** Satyaki proceeded against Cakuni, and the sons of 
Draupadi against the other Kauravas. The mighty car-warrior 
A(;watthaman proceeded, with great care, against Arjuna. ® 
Gotama’s son Kripa proceeded against the mighty bowman 
Yudhamanyu, while Kritavarmau of great strength proceeded 
against Uttamaujas.** The mighty-armed Bhimasena, O sire, 
alone and unsupported, resisted all the Kurus and thy sons 
^t the head of their division.^* The slayer of Bhishma, viz., 
Cikhandin, then, 0 monarch, with his winged arrows, resisted 
.Kama careejing fearlessly in that battle.^* Held in check, 
Kama then, ihis lips trembling in rago, assailed Cikhandin 
with arrows in th^ midst of his eyebrows.*^ Wit^ 
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beanfeifill like a silver mountain with three elevated crests.**^ 
Deeply pierced by the Suta’s son in that encounter, the mighty 
bowmah Oikhandin pierced Kama, in' return, with ninety keen 
shafts/* The mighty car- warrior Kama then, slaying Cikhan- 
din*s steeds and next his driver with three arrows, cut off 
his standard with a razor-faced arrow/* That mighty car- 
warrior then, that scorcher of foes, filled with rage, jumped 
down from his steedless car and hurled a dart at Kama/* 
Cutting off that dart with three shafts in that encountori 
Kama then, 0 Bharata, pierced Oikhandin with nine keen? 
arrows/® Avoiding then the shafts sped from Kama's bow>, 
that best of men, viz., Oikhandin, exceedingly mangled, ro* 
treated speedily from that spot/* Then Kama, O mnnarchr 
began to scatter the troops of the Pandavas, like a mighty 
wind scattering a heap of cotton/^ Meanwhile Dhrishta- 
dyumna, 0 monarch, afflicted by thy son, pierced DusQasana^ 
in return, with three arrows in the centre of the chest/*^ 
Then l>us(jasana, 0 sire, pierced his assailant's left arm with* 
a broad-headed shaft, sharp and straight and equipt with 
wings of gold.®* Thus pierced, Dhrishtadyumna, filled with 
wrath and the desire to retaliate, sped a terrible shaft, O 
Bharata, at Dus^asana,®^ Thy son, however, 0 king, with 
three shafts of his, cut off that impetuous arrow sped by 
Dhrishtadyumna as it coursed towards him/® Approaching 
Dhrishtadyumna then, he struck him in the arms and the chest 
with seventeen other broad-headed shafts adorned with gold/*' 
Thereat Prishata's son, filled with rage, cut off Dusgasana's 
bow, 0 sire, with a sharp razor-headed arrow, at which all the 
troops there uttered a loud shout/* Taking np then another 
bow, thy son, as ifsmiling, held Dhrishtadyumna in check with 
showers of arrows from every side/^ Behoving the prowess 
of that high-souied son of thine, the combatani 3 as also the 
Siddhas and the Ainards, became all filled with wonder/® We 
then saw the mighty : Dhrisbtardyumna thus assailed by the* 
Dus<jasana to resemble a huge elephant held in check by a 
lion// Then many Panefeala car-warriors and elephants and 
horse; ^ elder brother of Pandu,' desirous of rescuing the com- 
laander (of the Panda va army), encompassed thy son/* The 
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battle that commenced, 0 scorcher of foes, between thy war- 
riors and the enemy, presented as frightful a sight as that 
which may be seen at the destruction of all creatures at the 
end of the 

“ ‘Vrishasena.. staying by the side of his father, having 
pierced Nakula with five arrows made wholly of iron, pierced 
him once again with three other arrows.®* The heroic Nakula 
then, as if smiling, deeply pierced Vrishasena in the chest with 
a clothyard shaft of great keenness.*^ Thus pierced by his 
mighty foe, that scorcher of foes, viz., Vrishasena, pierced his 
assailant with twenty arrows and was himself pierced by him 
with five.®* Then those two bulls among men shrouded each 
other with thousands of arrows, at which the divisions that 
supported them broke.®® Beholding the troops of Dhrita- 
rashtra*3 son flying away, the Suta's son, following them, 
O king, began to forcibly stop them.'*® After Kama had gone 
away, Nakula proceeded against the Kauravas. Kama's son 
also, avoiding Nakula,^* proceeded quickly, 0 sire, to where his 
father the son of Badha was, for protecting his car- wheel. 

•* 'The angry Uliika was held in check by Sahadeva.** Hav- 
ing slain his four steeds, the valiant Sahadeva then despatched 
his foe's driver to the abode of Yama.^® Uluka then, that 
delighter of his father, jumping down from his car, 0 king, 
quickly proceeded and entered the division of the Trigar- 
tas.*® Satyaki, having pierced Cakiini with twenty keen 
arrows, easily cut off the standard of Suvalas son with a 
broad-headed arrow.** The valiant son of Suvala, filled with 
rage, 0 king, in that encounter, pierced Satyaki's armour and 
then cut off his golden standard.** Then Satyaki pierced him 
in return with many keen arrows, and struck his driver, 0 
monarch, with three arrows.*’ With great speed then, he des- 
pachod with other shafts the steeds of Cakuni to Yama's abode. 
Speedily alighting then, 0 bull among men, from his car, 
Cakuni,** that mighty car- warrior, quickly ascended the car of 
Uluka. The Jatter then bore away with great speed his father 
from Cini's grandson, that warrior skilled in battle,** Then 
SAtyaki, 0 king, rushed in that battle against thy arrog with 
great impetuc^ity, at which that army broke,*® Shrouded with 
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the arr ows of Cini s grandson, thy army, 0 monarch, fled away 
on all iiideg with great speed, and fell down deprived of life,*^ 

. “‘Thy son resisted Bhimasena in that battle. In a trice 
Bhima made that ruler of men steedless and driverless and ear- 
less and standardless, at which the (Pandava) troops became 
highly glad. Then thy son, O king, went away from Bhima- 
sena*s presence.**'** The whole Kuru army, at this, rushed 
against Bhimasena. Tremendous became the din made by those 
combatants inspired with the desire of slaying Bhimasena,®* Yu- 
dhamanyu, piercing Kripa, quickly cut off his bow. Then 
Kripa, that foremost of all wielders of weapons, taking up 
another bow,** felled Yudhamanyn s standard and driver and 
umbrella on the Earth. At this, the mighty car warrior Yu- 
dhamanyu retreated on his car, driving it himself.** Uttamau- 
jas covered the terrible son of Hridika, endued with terrible 
prowess, with a thick shower of arrows like a cloud pouring 
torrents of rain on a mountain.®^ The battle between them, 

0 scorcher of foes, became so awful that its like, 0 monarch, 

1 had never seen before.** Then Kritavarman, 0 king, in that 
encounter, suddenly pierced Ubtamaujas in the chest at which 
the latter sat down on the terrace of his car’*® His driver 
then boro away that foremost of car-warriors. Then the whole 
Kuru army rushed at Bhimasena.*® Dus^asana and Suvalas 
son, encompassing the son of Pandu with a large elephant 
force, began to strike him with small arrows.* ‘ Then Bhima, 
causing the wrathful Duryodhana to turn his back on the field 
by moans of hundreds of arrows, quickly rushed towards that 
elephant force.*® Beholding that elephant force advance im- 
petuously against him, Vrikodara became filled with great rage 
and invoked his celestial weapons. And he began to strike 
elephants with elephants like Indra striking the A suras.®** 
While engaged in slaughtering those elephants, Vrikodara, in 
that battle, covered the welkin with his shafts like myriads of 
insects covering a fire.** Like the wind scattering masses of 
clouds, Bhima quickly scattered and destroyed crowds of ele- 
phants united together in thousands.** Covered all over with 
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networks of gold, as also with many gems, the elephants looked 
exceedingly beautiful in that battle like clouds charged with 
lightning/* Slaughtered by Bhima, those elephants, 0 king, 
began to fly away. Some amongst them, with their hearts 
pierced, fell down on the Earth/’^ With those fallen and fall- 
ing elephants adorned with gold, the Earth looked beautiful 
there as if strewn with broken mountains.” With the fallen 
elephant-warrkrs of blazing resplendence and adorned with 
gems, the Earth looked beautiful as if strewn with planets of 
exhausted meijit.”^ Then elephants, with their temples, frontal 
globes, and trunks deeply pierced, fled in hundreds in that 
battle, afflicted with the shafts of Bhimasena.^® Some amongst 
them, huge as hills, afflicted with fear and vomiting blood, ran 
away, their limbs mangled with arrows, and looking, on that 
account, like mountains with liquid metals running adown their 
sidos.^* Pe jple then beheld the two arms of Bhima, resembl- 
ing two mighty snakes, smeared with sandal-paste and other 
pounded unguents, continually employed in draAving the bow.*^* 
Hearing the sound of his bowstring and palms that resembled 
the peal of thunder, those elephants, ejecting urine and oxcreta* 
ran away in fear/* The feats of tho single-handed Bhima of 
great intelligence, on that occasion, shone like those of Riidra 
himself Avhile engaged in destroying all creatures/ 


Section LXII. 

'*Sanjaya said,— *The handsome Arjuna then, on that fore- 
most car of his, unto which were yoked Avhite steeds, and 
which was urged by Narayana himself, appeared on the scene/ 
Like the tempest agitating the ocean, Vijaya, O foremost of 
kings, in that battle, agitated that host of thine teeming with 
horsemen/ When tho whito-steeded Arjuna was otherwise en- 
gaged, thy son Duryodhana, filled with rage, and surrounded by 
half his troops, approached suddenly, and encompassed the 

* The ri^|teoufi on Earth,, after death, become planets and %tarsv 
Upon the of their merits,^ they are supposed to fall down.— T- 
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udvancing Yudhishthira inspired with the desire of revenge.^* 
The Kuru king then pierced the son of Pandu with three and 
seventy razor-headed arrows. At this, Yudhishthira the son 
of Kunti became inflamed with sire,* and quickly struck thy 
son with thirty broad-headed arrows. The Kaurava troops 
then rushed impetuously for seizing Yudhishthira.* Under- 
standing the wicked intentions of the enemy, the great car- 
warriors of the Pandava army, uniting together, rushed to-* 
wards Yudhishthira the son of Kunti, for rescuing him.* In- 
deed, Nakiila, and Sahadeva, and Dhrishtadyumana the son of 
Prishata, surrounded by a full AkshavJiini of troops, thus 
proceeded towards Yudhishthira.*^ Bhimasena also, in that 
battle, crushing the great car- warriors of thy army, proceeded 
towards the king surrounded by foes.* Kama, otherwise called 
Vaikarfcana, 0 king, shooting dense showers of arrows, checked, 
singlehanded, all those mighty bowmen thus advancing (to the 
rescue).* Though they shot dense showers of arrows and hurled 
innumerable lances, fighting with determination, yet they were 
unable te even look at the son of Radha.’® Indeed, the son 
of Radha, that master of all weapons offensive and defensive, 
by shooting dense showers of shafts, checked all those great 
bowmen.” The high-souled Sahadeva, however, quickly ap- 
proaching (the spot where Duryodhana was), and invoking 
without loss of time a (celestial) weapon, pierced Duryodhana 
with twenty arrows.^* Thus pierced by Sahadeva, the Kuru 
king, covered with blood, looked beautiful like a huge elephant 
of split temples.^* Beholding thy son deeply pierced with 
many arrows of great energy, that foremost of car- warriors, 
viz,, the son of Radha, filled with rage, rushed to that spot.*^ 
Seeing Duryodhana reduced to that plight, Kama, invoking 
his weapons quickly, began to slaughter the, troops of Yudhish- 
thira and Prishata's son.'* Thus slaughtered b j the high soul- 
ed Kama, Yudhishthtra's troops, 0 king, afflicted with the 
arrows of the Suta's, son, soon fled away.'* Showers of shafts 
fell together. Indeed^ those sped subsequently from the bow 

of the Suta's son totich^ with their heads the wings of those 
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sped before.” In consequence of those falling showers of shafts, 
0 monarch, colliding with one another, a conflagration seemed 
to blaze forth in the welkin.” Soon Kama shrouded the ten 
points of the compass, 0 king, with arrows capable of pierc« 
ing the bodies of foes, as if with advancing flights of locusts.” 
Displaying the highest weapons, Kama began to wave with 
great force his two arms smeared with red sandal-paste and 
adorned with jewels and gold.*® Then stnpifying all sides, O 
king, with his shafts, Kama deeply afflicted Yudhishthira 
the just.** Filled with rage at this, Dharma’s son Yudhish- 
thira struck Kama with fifty keen shafts.** In consequence 
then of the darkness caused by those showers of arrows, the battle 
became awful to look at. Loud cries of woe arose from among 
thy troops, 0 monarch,** whilst they were being slaughtered 
by Dharma’s son, 0 sire, with diverse kinds of keen shafts 
equipt with Kanka feathers and whetted on stone, with nu- 
merous broad-headed arrows, and with diverse kinds of darts 
and swords and clubs.*** Thither where Pandu’s son of 
virtuous soul cast his eyes with the desire of producing evil, 
thither thy army broke, 0 bull of Bharata’s race!” In- 
flamed with great rage, Kama also, of immeasurable soul, inspir- 
ed with the desire of retaliating, his face flashed in anger, 
rushed, in that battle, against Pandu’s son king Yudhishthira 
the just, shooting cloth-yard shafts and crescent shaped arrows 
and those equipt with heads like the calfs tooth.* Yudhishthira 
also pierced him with many whetted arrows equipt with wings 
of gold.*'"*^t As if smiling the while, Kama pierced the royal 
son of Pandu in the chest with three broad-headed arrows 
whetted on stone and equipt with Kanlta feathers.** Deeply 
afflicted therewith, king Yudhishthira the just, sitting down 
on the terrace of his car, ordered his driver to retreat.** There- 
upon all the Dhartarashtras, with their king, set up a loud 
shout, saying,— /Seise, — Seize, and all them then pursued the 


* A triplet ift th<i Bengal texti.— T. 
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(Panda va) king.®® Then seventeen hundred Iveknya troops 
skilled smiting, united with a body of the Panehala troops, 
0 kinj, and checked the Dhartarashtras.®* During the pro- 
gress of that fierce and terrible battle, Diiryodhana and Bhima, 
those two warriors endued svith great might, encountered each 
other/ 


Section LXIII. 

‘•'Sanjaya said, — '‘Meanwhile Kama also began, with his 
arrowy showers, to afflict the mighty car-warriors of the 
Kaikayas, viz., those great bowmen that stood before him/ 
Indeed, the son of Radha despatched to Yama s abode full five 
hundred of those warriors that were employed in checking him 
in that battle/ Beholding the son of Radha to be irresistible 
in that battle, those warriors, aQlicted with the arrows of their 
assailant, repaired to the presence of Bhimasena/ Breaking that 
car-force into many parts by means of his arrows, Kama, singly 
and riding on that same car of his, pursued Yudhishthira* who 
then, exceedingly mangled with arrows and almost insensible, was 
proceeding slowly for reaching the Piiudava encampment with 
Nakula and Sahadeva on his two sides.® Having approached 
the king, the .Suta’s son, from desire of doing good to Duryo- 
dhana, pierced the son of Pandu with three formidable arrows/ 
In return the king pierced Radha s son in the centre of tha 
cheat and then his driver with three shdfts/ Then those two 
scorchers of foes, viz., the twin sons of Madri, those two pro- 
tectors of Yudhishthira’s car- wheels, rushed towards Kama so 
that the latter might not succeed in slaying the king/ Then 
Nakula and Sahadeva, both shooting showers of shafts with 
great care, covered the son of Radha therewith/ The valiant* 
sou of the Suta,, however, in return, pierced th^so two high- 
souled chastisers of foes with two broad-headed arrows of jrreat 
sharpness/* The son of Radha then slew Yudhishthira s ex- 
cellent steeds, white as ivory and fleet as the mind, and having 
black hair in their taik'S,, Then, smiling the while, the Suta'a 
Son, t^^ great bowmai^, with another broad-headed shaft, felled 
tj»e heacl-gear of Kunti’a aoa.‘* Similarly,, the valiant Kama,. 

80 
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having slain tho steeds of Nakula, cut off the car-shaft and 
bow of that intelligent son of Madrid* Those two stcedless 
and earless sons of Pandn, — those two bro-thera, — thereupon 
ascended the car of Sahadeva.** Beholding those two brothers 
made earless, that slayer of hostile heroes, viz., their maternal 
uncle, the ruler of the Madras, moved by compassion, address- 
ed the son of Radha and said,** — Thou art to fight today 
with Pritha s son Phalgiina ! Why dost thou then, with rage 
inflamed to such a pitch, battle with Dharma’s royal son ?*® 
Thou art suffering thy weapons to be exhausted. Thy own 
armour is being weakened. With thy shafts reduced, and with- 
out quivers, with thy driver and steeds fatigued, and thyself 
mangled by foes with weapons, when thou wilt approach 
Partha, O son of Radha, thou wilt be an object of derision and 
mirth !‘^ — Though thus addressed by the ruler of tho Madras, 
Kama still, filled with rage, continued to assail Yudhishthira in 
that battle,'* And ho continued to pierce the two sons of Madri 
by Panda with many keen arrows. Smiling the while, by means 
of his shafts he made Ytidhishthira turn his face from the 
battle.** Then Galya, laughing, once more said unto Kama as 
the latter, excited with great wrath and resolved upon Yudhish- 
ihira's destruction, stood on his car, these words — Him for 
whose sake Dhritarashtra s son always honors thee, slay that 
Partha, 0 son of Radha ! What wouldst thou gain by slaying 
Yudhishthira?** Tho two Krishnas are blowing their conchs 
whose loud blare is being heard. The twang also of Arjuna s 
bow is being heard, like the roar of the clouds in the season of 
Tains !** There, Arjuna, striking down the foremost of our car- 
warriors with his arrowy down-pours, is devouring all our troops I 
Behold him, 0 Kama, in this battle !*“ The two that are pro- 
tecting his rear are Yudhamanyu and Uttamaujas. The brave 
Satyaki is protecting hia left wheel,** and Dhij^htadyumna is 
protecting his right wheel There, Bbimasena is fighting with 
the royal son of Dhritarashtra Act in such way, 0 son of 
Radha, that^Phima may not be able to slay the king today in 
the sight of us all, ~that the king may, indeed, escape him!“® 
Behold, Duryodhana is brought under the power of Bhiiaasena, 
that onihihdRt of battle ! Approaching, if thou caust rescue bimi 
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it will, indeed, bo a very wonderful feat Going thither, rescua- 
tho k&g, for a great peril has overtaken him ! What wilt thou 
gain by slaying the sons of Madri or king Yudhishthira ?*•— 
Hearing these words of Calya, O lord of Earth, and beholding: 
Duryodhana overpowered by Bhima in that dreadful battle, 
the [valiant]* son of Radha,** thus urged by the words of 
Calya and exceedingly desirous of rescuing the king, left Ajata- 
^atru and the twin sons of Madri by Pandu,** and rushed for 
rescuing thy son. He was borne by his steeds that were fleet as 
birds and that were urged by the ruler of the Madras.'* After 
Kama had gone away, Kunti’s son Yudhishthira retreated, 
borne, O sire, by the fleet steeds of Sahadeva." With his twin* 
brothers accompanying him, that ruler of men, quickly repairing 
in shame to the (Pandava) camp, his body exceedingly mangled 
with shafts," alighted from the car and hastily sat down on am 
excellent bed. The arrows then being extracted from his body, 
the royal son of Pandu, his heart exceedingly afflicted with 
sorrow’s dart,'* addressed his two brothers, viz., those two mighty 
car-warriors, the sons of Madri, saying,— Repair quickly to the 
division of Bhiraasena !" Roaring like a cloud, Vrikodara is- 
engaged in battle! — Riding another car, Nakula, that bull 
among car- warriors," and Sahadeva of great energy,— those two 
brothers, those two crushers of foes, — both endued with great 
might, then proceeded towards Bhima, borno by steeds ol the 
utmost fleetness. Indeed, the brothers, having together re- 
paired to Bhimasena’s division, took up their places there.’ 


Section LXIV. 

“Sanjaya said, — ‘Meanwhile Dronas son, surrounded by a 
large car-force, O king, suddenly proceeded to that spot where 
Partha was,* Like the continent withstanding the surging 
ocean, the heroic Partha having Caurin for his help mate with- 
stood as impetuously the impetuously-rushing Aijwatthaman.* 
Then, 0 monarch, the valiant son of Drona, filled with ragcf; 

covered both- Arjuna and Vasudeva with his shafts.* Behold- 

— ^ 


^ Thist word occurs iu 31i— Ti 
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ing the two Krisfanas shrouded with arrows, the great caf* 
warriors (of the Plindava army), as also the Kurus that wit* 
hsssod it, wondered exceedingly.^ Then Arjuna, as if smiling, 
invoked into existence a celestial weapon. The BrSibmana 
Atjwatthaman, however, 0 Bharata, baffled that weapon in 
that battle.’ Indeed, all those weapons that Arjuna sped from 
desire of slaying the son of Drona, were baffled by the latter, 
that great bowman, in that encounter,* During the progress 
of that awful encounter of weapons, 0 king, we beheld the 
son of Drona to resemble the Destroyer himself with gaping 
mouth.* Having covered all the points of the compass, cardi- 
nal and subsidiary, with straight arrows, he pierced Vasudeva 
with three arrows in the right arm.’ Then Arjuna, slaying all 
the steeds of his higb-souled assailant, caused the Earth in that 
battle to be covered with a river of blood® that was exceedingly 
awful, that lod towards the other world, and that had diverse 
kinds of creatures floating on it. All the spectators behold a 
large number of car-warriors along with their cars, belonging to 
the division of A(;watthaman, slain and destroyed by means of 
the arrows sped from Partha’s bow, Aijwatthaman also, slaying 
his enemies, caused a terrible river of blood to flow there that 
lod to Yama’s domains. During the progress of that fierce 
and awful battle between Drona’s son and Partha, the com- 
batants fought, without showing any regard for one another, 
and rushed hither and thither.”* In consequence of cars hav- 
ing their steeds and drivers slain, and steeds having their riders 
slain, and elephants having their riders and guides slain, an 
awful carnage, 0 king, was made by Partha in that battle !f ” 
Car-warriors, deprived of life with shafts sped from Partha’s 
bow, fell down. Steeds, freed from their trappings, ran hither 
and thither.'* Beholding those feats of Partha, that orna- 
ment of battle, the valiant son of Drona, quickly approached 
the former, that foremost of victorious men,” shook his for- 
midable bow docked with gold, and then pierced him from every 

• I adopt the Bengal reading itaatUns and not pnakihata* as read in 
the Bombay edition. — T. 

t A tnpiet iu; the Bengal Uxto,*-T, 
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Side wife many sharp arrows,^* Once more bending the bow, 
0 kin|, the son of Drona cruelly struck Arjuna, aiming at 
the cheiBt, with a winged arrow.*^ Deeply pierced by Drona*s 
son, 0 Bharata, in that encounter, the wielder of Odndivat 
that hero of grea^fc intelligence, forcibly covered the son of 
Drona with showers of arrows, and then cut off his bow.*® 
His bow cut off, Drona’s son then, taking up a spiked mace 
whose .touch resembled that of thunder, hurled it, in that 
encounter, at the diadem-decked Arjuna.*® The son of Pandu, 
however, 0 king, as if smiling the while, suddenly cut off 
that spiked mace, decked with gold, as it advanced towards 
him” Thus cut off with Partha's shafts, it fell down on the 
Earth, like a mountain, 0 king, broken into pieces, struck 
with the thunder-bolt.** Filled with rage at this, Drona's 
son, that great car-warrior, began to cover Vibhatsu, aided 
by the energy of the Aindra weapon.*® Beholding that 
shower of arrows spread over the welkin through the Aindm 
weapon, Partha, endued with great activity, 0 king, taking up 
his bow Gdndioa, and fixing on his bow-string a mighty weapon 
created by Indra, destroyed that Aindm shower of arrows.*® 
Having baffled that arrowy shower caused by the Aindm 
weapon, Partha soon covered the car of Drona's son (with his 
own arrows). The son of Drona, however, overwhelmed with 
Partha’s shafts,** penetrated through that shower of arrows 
shot by the son of Pandu and, approaching the latter, invoked 
a mighty weapon and suddenly pierced Krishna with a hundred 
shafts and Arjuna with three hundred small arrows.** Then 
Arjuna pierced the son of his preceptor with a hundred arrows 
in all his vital limbs. And then he poured many arrows on the 
steeds and driver and the bow-string of Drona’s son in the very 
sight of thy warriors.** Having pierced Drtona’s son in evefry 
vital parfe, Pandu*s son, that slayer of hostile heroes, then 
felled his adversary’s driver from the car-niche with a broad- 
headed arrow.** Drdna’s son, however, himself taking up the 
the reins, covered Kr^bna with many arrows. The activity of 
prowefis that we theiv beheld in Drona’s son was exceedingly 
wonderful,*® since he guided his steeds while he fought vvith 
Plialguna. That feat of his in battte, 0 king, was applauded 
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by all the warriors.^® Then Fibhatsu, otherwise ea/Ied Jaysy 
smiling the while, quickly cut off the traces of Agwattbaman^s 
steeds in that battle, with a razor- faced arrow,*® Already 
afflicted by the energy of Arjuna s shafts, the steeds of Drona's 
son thereupon ran away. Then a loud noise arose from thy 
troops, 0 Bharata Meanwhile the Pandavas, having obtain- 
ed the victory, and desiring to improve it, rushed against 
thy troops, shooting from all sides sharp arrows at them.** 
The vast Dhartarashtra host then, 0 king, was repeatedly 
broken by the heroic Pandavas inspired with desire of 
victory,** in the very sight, 0 monarch, of thy sons conver- 
sant with all modes of warfare, and of Cakuni the son of 
Suvala, and of Kama, 0 king 1*^ Though sought to be stop- 
ped, 0 king, by thy sons, that great army, afflicted on all 
sides, stayed not on the field.** Indeed, a confusion set in 
among the vast terrified host of thy son in consequence of 
many warriors flying away on all sides.** The Suta s son loud- 
ly cried out, saying, — Stay ! — but thy army, slaughtered 
by many high-souled warriors, did not stay on the field.®^ 
Loud shouts were uttered then, 0 monarch, by the Pandavas 
inspired with desire of victory, upon beholding the Dharta- 
rashtra host flying away on all sides,** Then Duryodhana, 
addressing Kama from affection, said, — Behold, 0 Kama, how 
our army, exceedingly afflicted by the Pandavas,** though thou 
art here, is flying away from bajbtle ! Knowing this, 0 thou 
of mighty arms, do that which is suited to the hour, 0 chasti- 
ser of foes Thousands of (our) warriors, routed by the 
Pandavas, are, 0 hero, calling after thee only, 0 best of men 
—Hearing those grave words of Duryodhana, the son of Kadha, 
as if smiling, said these words unto the ruler of the Madras :**— 
Behold the prowess of my arms and the energy of my weapons, 

O ruler of men ! Today I will slay all the Panchalas and the 
Pandus in battle ! Cause the steeds to proceed with my car, 

0 tiger among men ! Without doubt, everything will be as 

1 have said !^— Having said these words, the Suta’s son of 

great valour, — that hero, — taking up his ancient and foremost of 
bows called stringed it and rubbed the string rej^cated- 

ly, Biddip^ the troops stay on the field after having assured 
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them upon his truth and by an oath> the mighty Kama of 
immeasurable soul fixed on his bowstring the weapon known 
by the name of Bhavgava*^^ From that weapon flowed, 
0 king, millions and millions of keen arrows in that great 
battle.** Entirely shrouded with those blazing and terrible 
arrows winged with feathers of Kankas and peacocks, the 
Pandava army could not see , any thing.*"' Loud wails of woe 
arose from among the Panchalas, 0 king, afflicted, in that 
battle, ‘with the mighty Bh^rgava weapon.*® In consequence 
then of elephants, 0 king, and steeds, by thousands, and cars, 
0 monarch, and men, falling on all sides,** deprived of life, 
the Earth began to tremble. The vast force of the Pandavas 
became agitated from one extremity to another.*® Meanwhile 
Kama, that scorcher of foes, that foremost of warriors, that 
tiger among men, while consuming his foes, looked resplendent 
like a smokeless fire.*‘ Thus slaughtered by Kama, the 
Panchalas and the Chedis began to lose their senses all over 
the field like elephants daring a forest conflagration.®* Those 
foremost of men, 0 tiger among men, uttered loud roars like 
those of the tiger. Loud became the wails of woe, like those 
of living creatures at the universal dissolution, that were utter- 
ed by those crying combatants struck with panic and running 
wildly on all sides, 0 king, of the field of battle and trembling 
with fear.**"®* Beholding them thus slaughtered, 0 sire, by 
the Suta’s son, all creatures, even beasts and birds, were filled 
with fear.** The Srinjayas then, thus slaughtered in battle by 
the Suta's son, repeatedly called upon Arjuna and Vasudeva** 
like the spirits of the dead within Yama s dominions calling 
upon Yama to rescue them. Hearing those wails of the troops 
slaughtered with Kama's shafts,®' and beholding the terrible 
Bhdrgava weapon invoked into existence, Kunti's son Dhanan- 
jaya said unto Vasudeva these words :®® — B(eho d, 0 Krishna of 
mighty arms, the prowess of the Bhdrgava weapon ! It cannot, 
by any means, be baffled in battle 1*® Behold the Suta's son also, 
0 Krishna, filled with rage in this great battle and resembling 

* afeer clie name of Biuia of Bhrigu’a race, the preceptor of 

Kama.— T, 
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tha Destroyer timself iu prowess and employed in achieving 

such a fierce Urging his steeds incessantly, ho is 

repeatedly casting angry glances upon me ! I will never be able 
to fly away from Kama in battle The person that is living, 
may, in battle, meet with either victory or defeat. To the. man, 
however, that is dead, 0 Hrishike 5 a, even death is victory. 
How can defeat be his that his dead — Thus addressed by 
Partha, Krishna replied unto that foremost of intelligent men*, 
and chastiser of foes, these words that were suitable to tho 
occasion :*•— Tho royal son of Kunti hath been deeply wounded 
and mangled by Kama. Having seen him first and comforted 
him, thou wilt then, 0 Partha, slay Kama 1®* — Then Ke^ava pro- 
ceeded, desirous of beholding Yudhishthira, thinking that Kama 
meanwhile, 0 monarch, would bo overwhelmed with fatiguel®^ 
Then Dhananjaya, himself desirous of beholding the king 
afflicted with arrows, quickly proceeded on that car, avoiding 
the battle, at Ke^ava’s command.®® While the son of Kunti 
was thus proceeding from desire of seeing king Yudhishthira 
the just, he cast his eyes on every part of the army but failed 
to find his oldest brother anywhere on the field.®’ The son of 
Kunti proceeded, 0 Bharata, having fought with the son of his 
preceptor Drona, and having vanquished that hero who is 
incapable of being resisted by the wielder of the thundor-bolt 
himself/ ' 


Section LXV. 

Sinjayasaid, — Having vanquished the son of Drona and 
achieved a mighty and heroic feat that is exceedingly difficult 
of accomplishment, Dhananjaya, irresistible by foes, and with 
bow outstretched in his hands, cast his eyes among his own 
troops,' The brave Savyasachin, gladdening those warriors of 
his that were still battling at the head of their divisions, and 

* The Bengal reading is Karnctsya prapahtyitum^ the Bombay read- 
ing is Karnam prc^ipaldyittim. The diSTerence in meaning is slight. — T, 
f The sense o£ the passage is that if, being alive, I avoid Karnai 
defeat wfil be ^mine. Oerthe. ot her hand, if, encountering him, Icieet 

with dcjitbr 
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applauding those among them that were celebrated for their 
former achievements, caused the car-warriors of his own arnty 
to continue to stand in their posts.* Not seeing his brother 
Yudhishthira of Ajamida^s race, the diadem-decked Arjuna, 
adoirned, besides, with a necklace of gold, speedily approached 
Bhima and enquired of him the whereabouts of the king, say- 
ing,— Toll me, where is the king ?*— Thus asked, Bhima said,— 
King Yudhishthira the just hath gone away from this place, 
his limbs scorched with Kama s shafts. It is doubtful whether 
he still liveth !^— Hearing those words, Arjuna said,— For this 
reason go thou quickly from this spot for bringing intelligence 
of the king, that best of all the descendants of Kuru I With- 
out doubt, deeply pierced by Kama with shafts, the king hath 
gone to the camp 1* In that fierce passage-at-arms, though 
deeply pierced by Drona with keen shafts, the king, endued 
with groat activity, had still stayed in battle, expectant of vic- 
tory, until Drona was slain !* That foremost one among the 
Panclavas, possessed of great magnanimity, was greatly im- 
perilled by Kama in today’s battle ! For ascertaining his condi- 
tion, quickly go hence, 0 Bhima ! I will stay here, checking 
all our foes 1^— Thus addressed, Bhima said,— 0 thou of greafi 
glory, go thyself for ascertaining the condition of the king, that; 
bull amongst the Bharatas! If, 0 Arjuna, I go there, many 
foremost of heroes will then say that I am frightened in battle 
— Then Aryuna said unto Bhimasena, — The Samsaptakas are 
before ray division ! Without slayiiig those assembled foes first, 
it is impossilbe for me to stir from this place 1®— Then Bhima- 
sena said unto Arjuna,— Relying upon ray own might, 0 foremost 
one among the Kurus, I will fight with all the Samsap^tahas in 
battle ! Therefore, 0 Dhananjaya, do thou go thyself!*® — ’ 

* Sanjaya continued,— ‘Hearing, in th^ m'dst of foes, those 
Words of his brother Bhimasena that were difficult of accom- 
plishment, Arjuna, desiring to see the king, addressed the 
Vrishni heao, saying, — Urge the steeds, 0 IIrishi'ke(?a, leaving 
this sea of troops 1 I desire, 0 Ke 9 ava, to see King Ajata- 
9 atru !*• — ’ 

%anjaya continued,— 'Just as he was on the point of urg- 
ing the steeds, Ke9a,Ya; that foremost one of the Da 9 arhas, 
31 
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addressed Bhiraa, saying, — This feat is not at all wonderful for 
ijh%e, 0 Bhima ! I am about to go (hence). Slay these as- 
•{sembled foes of Partha !** — Then Hrishike^a proceeded with 
very great speed to the spot where king Yudhishthira was, 0 
king, borne by those steeds that resembled Garuda,*^ having 
stationed Bhima, that chastiser of foes, at the head of the 
army and having commanded him, 0 monarch, to fight (with 
the Samsaptahas).^* Then those two foremost of men, (viz., 
Krishna and Arjnna.) proceeding on their car, approached the 
king who was lying alone on his bed. Both of them, alight- 
ing from that car, worshipped the feet of king Yudhishthira 
the just.*® Beholding that bull or tiger among men safe and 
sound, the two Krishnas became filled with joy like the twin 
A<;\yins on seeing Vasava.'^ The king then congratulated them 
1) )th like Vivaswat congratulating the twin A^wins, or like 
Vrihaspati congratulating Cakra and Vishnu after the slaughter 
of the mighty Asybm Jambha.^® King Yudhishthira the just, 
'thinking that Kama had been slain, became filled with joy, and 
that scorcher of foes tliereupon addressed them in these words 
in a voice choked with delight.' 


Section LXVI. 

‘“Yudhishthira said, — Welcome, 0 thou that hast Devaki 
for thy mother, and welcome to thee, 0 Dhananjaya ! The sight 
of both of you, 0 Achyuta and 0 Arjnna, is exceedingly agree- 
able I see that without being wounded yourselves you two,— 
his foes, — have slain the mighty car-warrior Kama !* He was 
in battle like unto a snake of virulent poison. He was accom- 
plished in aU weapons. The leader of all the Dhartarashtras, 
he was their armour and protector !* While fighting, he was 
always protected by Vrishasena and by Sushena, both of whom 
are great bowmen! Of great energy, he bad received lessons from 
llama in weapo|is ! He was invincible in battle !* The fore- 
most one in all the world, as a car-warrior he was celebrated 
throughout^all the worlds.. He was the saviour of the Dharta- 
rashtras, ^nd the prbceeder in their van I* A slayer of hostile 
troops, he the . crush of large bands of foes, Ever en^ 
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gaged in Duryodhana’s good, he was always prepar^ to indicia 
woo on us !* He was invincible in battle by the very gods with' 
Vasava at their head. In energy and might ho was equal 
unto the god. of fire and the god of wind.' In gravity he was 
unfathomable as the Nether world. The enhancer of the joys 
of friends, ho was like the Destroyer himself unto foes ! Hav- 
ing slain Kama (who was oven so) in dreadful battle, by goo^ 
luck it is that you two have come, like a couple of celestiaLs 
after vanquishing an Astwa !* Today, 0 Achyuta and Arjuna, 
a great battle was fought between myself exerting with might- 
and that hero who resembled the Destroyer himself whiles 
seeking to exterminate all creatures!’ My standard was cut 
down, and my two Pdrshni drivers also were slain by 
him. I was also made steedless and earless by him in the 
very sight of Yuyudhana,'® of Dhrishtadyumna, of the twins 
(Nakula and Sahadeva), of the heroic Cikhandin, as also in- 
the very sight of the sons of Draupadi, and all the Pancha- 
las !" Having vanquished these his innumerable foes, Kama- 
of mighty energy then vanquished me, 0 thou of mighty 
arms, although I exerted myself resolutely in battle !’* Pur- 
suing me then and, without doubt, vanquishing all my pro- 
tectors, that foremost of warriors addressed me in diverse- 
harsh speeches.” That I am still alive, 0 Dhananjaya, is- 
due to the prowess of Bhimasena. What more need I say ? 

I am unable to bear that humiliation !'* For thirteen years, 
O Dhananjaya, through fear of Kama, I did not obtain any 
sleep by night or any comfort by day !” Filled with hatred of 
Kama, I burn, 0 Dhananjaya ! Like the bird Vaddhrinasa I 
fled from Kama, knowing that the time for my own destruction 
had come.*” The whole of my time had passed in the thought 
as to how I would accomplish the destruction of Kama in 
battle !” Awake or asleep, O son of Kunti, I always beheld 
Kama (with my mind’s eye). Wherever I was, the universe 
appeared to me to be full of Kama!” Inspired with the fear 
of Kama, wherever I used to go, 0 Dhananjaya, thither I 
beheld Kama standing before ray eyes !' ’ V anquished, in battle, 

- ' ' -- — - — ^ •- I - 

♦•I do wot uiukrstaii'i the allusion.—T, 
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with my steeds and car, by that hero who n^ver retreated from 
batt/o, alive I was let off by him What use have I of life 
or of kingdom either, since Kama, that ornament of battle, to- 
day cried Jie on me That which I had never before met 
with at the hands of Bhishma or Kripa or Drona in battle, that 
I met with today at the hands of the Suta’s son, that mighty 
car- warrior !“ It is for this, 0 son of Kunti, that I ask thee 
today about thy welfare ! Tell me in detail how thou hast 
slain Kama today !** In battle Kama was equal unto Cakra 
himself. In prowess he was equal unto Yama. In weapons he 
was equal unto Rama. How then hath he been slain He 
was regarded as a mighty car-warrior, conversant with all modes 
of warfare. He was the foremost of all bowmen, and the one 
man amongst all men !“• 0 prince, the son of Radha was 
always worshipped by Dhritarashtra and his son, for thy sake 1 
How then hath he been slain by thee In all engagements, 
Dhritarashtra’s son, 0 Arjuna, used to regard Kama as thy 
death, 0 bull among men !*’ How then, 0 tiger among men, 
hath thaft Kama been slain by thee in battle ? Tell me, 0 son 
of Kunti, how that Kama hath been slain by thee P® How, 
while he was cnagaged in battle, didst thon, 0 tiger among- 
men, strike off his head in the very sight of all his friends like 
a tiger tearing off the head of a Ritru doer That Siita’s 
son who in battle searched all the points of the compass for 
finding thee, that Kama who had promised to give a car with 
six bulls of elephantine proportions unto him that would point 
thee oub,^® I ask, doth that Kama of wicked soul lie today on 
the bare ground, slain with thy keen arrows eqiiipt with Kanka 
feathers ? Having slain the Suta's son in battle, thou hast 
accomplished a deed highly agreeable to mo !** Encountering 
him in battle, hast thou really slain that Suta's son, who, filled 
with arrogance and pride and bragging of his heroism, used to 
search everywhere on the field of battle for thee Hast 
thou, 0 sire, really slain in battle that sinful wretch who used 
to always challenge thee and who was desirous, for thy sake, 
of giving unto tHhers a magnificent car, made of gold, along 
with a number of elephants and buWs and steeds?®* Hast thou 
really slaur a?;day that sinful wight who was cxce^ingly •dear 
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to Siiyodhana, and who, intoxicated with pride of heroism, 
used always to brag in the assembly of the Kurus?** En- 
countered in battle, doth that wretch lie today on the field, 
his limbs exceedingly mangled with sky-ranging shafts sped 
by thee from thy bow and all steeped in blood ? Have the 
two arms of Dhritarashtra’s son been (at last) broken?** 
Have those words been unfulfilled uttered from folly by him 
who, filled with pride, used to always boast in the midst 
of the kings for gladdening Duryodhana, saying , — I will day 
Phalguna ?*• 0 son of Indra, hath that Kama of little un- 
derstanding been slain by thee today, that Suta’s son who 
made the vow that he would not wash his feet as long as 
Partha lived That Kama of wicked understanding who' in 
the assembly, before the Kuru chiefs, had addressed Krishna,, 
saying, — [Why, 0 Krishna, dost thou not abandon the Panda- 
vas that are divested of might, exceedingly weak, and fallen ?]” 
— that Kama who had vowed for thy sake, saying that ho 
would not return from battle without having slain Krishna and 
Partha, — I ask, doth that Kama of sinful understanding lie 
today on the field, his body pierced with shafts?*® Thou 
k nowest the nature of the battle that took place when the 
Srinjayas and the Kauravas encountered each other, the battle, 
viz., in which I was brought to that distressful plight. 
Encountering that Kama, hast thou slain him today O 
Savyasachin, hast thou today, with blazing shafts sped from 
Gandivay cut off from the trunk of that Kama of wicked 
understanding his resplendent head decked with ear-rings?** 
Pierced with Kama’s shafts today, I had, 0 hero, thought 
of thee (that thou wouldst slay him) ! Hast thou then, by 
the slaughter of Kama, made that thought of mine true?** 
In consequence of the protection granted him by Kama, Suyo- 
dhana, filled with pride, always recked usj little. Displaying 
thy prowess, hast thou today destroyed that refuge of Suyo- 
dhana?** That Sutas son of wicked soul, that Kama of 
great wrath, who had formerly, in the presence of the Kaura- 
vas and in the midst of the assembly, called us sesame seeds 
without kernel, encountering that Kama in battle, hast thou 
slavi tim today That Suta's son of wicked soul who had, 
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Ikiighing the while, commanded Dueyasana to forcibly drag 
Yajnasenas daughter wen in gambling by Suvala s son, bath he 
been slain today by thee That Kama of Jittle understand- 
ing who, having been counted as only half a car-warrior during 
the tale of Jtat/ias and Atirathas, had upbraided that foremost 
of all wieldera of weapons on Earth, viz., our grandsire Bhishma, 
hath he been slain by thee ?*• Extinguish, 0 Phalguna, this 
fire in my heart that is born of vindictiveness and is fanned 
by the wind of humiliation, telling me that thou hast slain 
Kama today, having encountered him in battle 1*^ The news 
of Kama's slaughter is exceedingly agreeable to me. Tell me, 
therefore, how the Siita s son hath been slain ! Like the divine 
Vishnu waiting for the arrival of Indra with the intelligence of 
Vritra's slaughter, I had so long waited for thee, 0 hero 


Section LXVIL 

*'Sanjaya said, — ‘Hearing these words of the righteous king 
who had been filled with anger, that high-sou led AHvaiha, viz., 
Jishnu of infinite energy, replied unto the invincible Yudhish-, 
thira of great might, saying, ‘ — While battling with the Sam- 
saptalcas today, Drona s son who always proceedeth at the head 
of the Kuru troops, 0 king, suddenly came before me, shooting 
shafts that resembled snakes of virulent poison.®* Beholding 
my car, of rattle deep as the roar of clouds, all the troops 
began to encompass it. Slaying full five hundred of those, 
I then, 0 foremost of kings, proceeded against Drona's son,® 
Approaching me, 0 king, that hero, with great resolution, 
rushed against me like a prince of elephants against a lion, and 
desired to rescue, 0 monarch, the Kaurava car-warriors that 
were being slaughtered by me.^ Then, in that battle, 0 Bhiirataj 
the preceptor's son, that foremost of heroes among the Kurus, 
incapable of being made to tremble, began to afflict me and 
Janarddana with whetted shafts resembling poison or fire,® 


♦ The Bengal reading of the last word of 2 is evidently incorrect. 
The correct reading seems to be KiArmainyenljan as given in the Bombay 
edit on.— T. v 
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While enpged in battle with me, eight carts, each drawn Jby 
eight bullocks, carried his hundreds of arrows. He shot them 
all at me, but like a wind destroying the clouds I destroyed 
with my shafts that arrowy shower of his.^ He then shot at 
me, with skill and force and resolution, thousands of other 
arrows, all sped from his bow-string stretched to his very ear, 
oven like a black cloud in the season of rains pouring in torrents 
the water with which it is chagred.’ So quickly did Drona's 
son career in that battle that we could not discern from which 
side, the left or the right, he shot his arrows, nor could wo 
notice when he took up his arrows and when he let them off.* 
Indeed, the bow of Drona s son was seen by us to be incessantly 
drawn to a circle. At last, the son of Drona pierced me with 
five whetted arrows and Vasiideva also with five whetted 
arrows.*^ Within the twinkling of an eye, however, I afflicted 
him with thirty shafts endued with the force of thunderbolts. 
Exceedingly afflicted with those shafts sped by me, he soon 
a^isumed the form of a procupino.*® All his limbs became bath- 
ed in blood, Beholding his troops, those foremost of warriors, 
all covered with blood and overwhelmed by me, he then entered 
the car-division of the Suta's son." Seeing the troops over- 
whelmed by me in battle, and struck with fear, and beholding 
the elephants and steeds flying away, that grinder (of hostile 
hosts), viz,, Kama, approached me quickly with fifty great 
car- warriors. Slaying thorn all and avoiding Kama, I have 
quickly come hither for seeing thee.** All the Panchalas are 
afflicted with fear at sight of Kama like kine at the scent of 
a lion. The Prabhadrakas also, 0 king, having approached 
Kama, are like persons that have entered the wide-open jaws 
of Death,** Kama has already despatched to Yama*s abode 
full seventeen hundred of those distressed car^wairiors. Indeed, 
0 king, the Suta’s apn. did not become cheerless till he had a 
sieht of us.*^ Thoiu hadst first been engaged with Apwattha- 
man and exceedingly mangled by him. I heard that after that 
thouwert seen by Kama. 0 thou of inconceivable feats, I 
thought that thou must have, 0 king, been enjoying ,rest (in 
the camp), having come away from the cruel Kama.** ' I have 
0 spa gf Paudu, the great and wouderful (Bhargo^va*) 
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weapon of Kama displayed in the van of battle. There is now 
no other warrior among the Srinjayas that is able to resist the 
mighty car-warrior Kama !*• Let Cini’s grandson Satyaki, and 
Dhrishtadyumna, 0 king, be the protectors of my car-wheels. 
Let the heroic princes Yudhamanyu and Uttamaujas protect 
my rear/'' 0 thou of great glory, encountering that heroic and 
invincible car-warrior, viz., the Suta*s son, staying in the hostile 
army, like Cakra encountering Vritra, 0 foremost of kings, 

I will, 0 Bharata, fight with the Suta’s son if he can be found 
in this battle today I Come and behold me and the Suta*s son 
contending with each other in battle for victory There, the 
Prabhadrakas are rushing towards Kama like persons rushing 
towards the face of a mighty bull ! There, 0 Bharata, six 
thousand princes are sacrificing themselves in battle for the 
sake of heaven If, putting forth my strength, I do not, 

0 king, slay Kama today with all his relatives while engaged 
in battle with him, then that end will be mine, 0 lion among 
kings, which is his that does not accomplish a vow made by 
him I beg of thee, bless me, saying that victory will be 
mine in battle! Yonder, the Dhartarashtras are about to 
devour Bhima I I will, 0 lion among kings, slay the Suta’s 
son and his troops and all our foes ! — ' 


Section LXVIII, 

^‘Sanjaya said, — ‘Hearing that Kama of mighty energy was 
still alive, Pritha s son Yudhishthira of immeasurable energy, 
exceedingly anrgy with Phalguna, and burning with the shafts 
of Kama, said these words unto Dhananjaya:^ — 0 sire, thy 
army is fled and hath been beaten in a way that is scarcely 
honorable ! Inspired with fear and deserting Bhima, thou 
hast come hither since thou hast been unable to slay Kama 1* 
Thou hast, by entering her womb, rendered the conception 
of Kunti abortive 1 Thou hast acted improperly by desert- 
ing Bhima* because thou wert unable to slay the 
sen!* Thou hadst, 0 Partha, said unto me in the Lwaita 
wopda that, thou wouldst, on a single cai^ slay Kama. Why 
then^ tl^ro^h fear of Kama) hast thou come hither, avoiding 
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Karna and deserting Bliima If i„ the Dwaita woods thou 
hadst said unto me, — [0 king, I shall not be able to fight with 
Kama !]— we would then, 0 Partha, have made other arrange- 
ments suitable to the circumstances !• Having promised to me 
the slaughter of Kama, thou hast not, O hero, kept that 
promise I Bringing us into the midst of foes, why hast thou 
broken us into pieces by throwing us down on a hard soil 
Expecting diverse good things and benefitis from thee, 0 Arjuna, 
we have always uttered blessings on thee ! All those expecta- 
tions, however, 0 prince, have proved vain like those of persons 
expectant of fruit getting instead a tree burthen ed only with 
flowers Like a fish-hook hid within a piece of meat, or 
poison overlaid with food, thou didst, for disappointing us at 
last, point out destruction in the shape of kingdom unto our- 
selves covetous of kingdom 1* For these thirteen years, O 
Dhananjaya, we have, from hope, lived relying on thee, like 
seed sown on Earth in expectation of the showers sent by the 
gods in season Even these were the words that a voice in the 
skies had said unto Pritha on the seventh day after thy birth, 
0 thou of foolish understanding ! — [This son of thine that is 
born will have the prowess of Vasa va himself! He will van- 
quish all his heroic foes 1^® Endued with superior energy, he 
will at Khandava vanquish all the celestials united together 
and diverse other creatures! This one will subjugate the 
Madras, the Kalingas, and the Kaikayas. This one will, in the 
midst of many kings, slay the Kurus 1“ There will be no bow- 
man superior to him, and no creature will ever be able to 
vanquish him ! With his senses under control, and having 
obtained mastery over all branches of knowledge, this one, by 
merely desiring it, will bring all creatures under subjection to 
himself!'* This high-souled son that is born of thee, 0 Kunti, 
will in beauty be the ^rival of Soma, in speed of the god of 
wind, in |fe,tienc 0 of Meru, in forgiveness of Earth, in splendour 
of Surya, in prosperity of the Lord of treasures, in courage of 
Cakra, and in might of Vishnu ! He will be the slayer of all 
foes lik^ Vishnu the son of Aditi ! Endued with immeasurable 
energy, he will be celebrated for the destruction be will deal to 
foes an4 the success he will win for friends ! He will, besides, 
32 
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be the founder of a race — Even thus, in the skies, on the 

summit of the Catapringa mountains, in the hearing of many 
ascetics, that voice spoke. All that, however, hath not come to 
pass ! Alas, it shows that the gods even may speak untruths 1“ 
Hearing also the words of praise always uttered about thee 
by many foremost of Riahis, I never expected that Suyodhana 
would win success and prosperity or that thou thyself wouldst 
be afflicted with the fear of Kama !“ Thou ridest upon an 
excellent car constructed by the celestial artificer himself, with 
axles that do not creak, and with standard that bears the ape. 
Thou bearest a sword attached to that belt of gold and silk. This 
thy bow Odndiva is full six cubits long. Thou hast Ke^ava for 
thy driver. Why then, through fear of Kama, hast thou come 
away from battle, 0 Partha !'' If, 0 thou of wicked soul, thou 
hadst given this bow to Keijava and become his driver, then 
Ke^ava would have (by this time) slain the fierce Kama like 
(Cakra) the lord of the Maruts slaying with his thunder the 
JLsitm Vritra If thou art unable to resist the fierce son of 
Radha today as he is careering in battle, give this thy Gandiva 
today to some other king, that may be thy superior in (the use 
and knowledge of) weapons 1“ If that be done, the world will 
not then behold us bereft of sons and wives, deprived of happi- 
ness in consequence of the loss of kingdom, and sunk, O son 
of Pandu, in an unfathomable hell of great misery !*“ It 
would have been better for thee if thou hadst never been born 
in the womb of Kunti, or, having taken thy birth there, if 
thou hadst come out on the fifth month an abortion, than to 
have, O prince, thus come away from battle, 0 thou of wicked 
soul Fie on thy GUndiva, fie on the might of thy arms, fie 
on thy inexhaustible arrows ! Fie on thy banner with the 
gigantic ape on it, and fie on thy car given thee by the god 
of fire !—”’*»♦ 


llie Bombay edition contains about 8 more verses in ti^js section. 
It is difficult to decide whether they are genuine. I prefer, howevefi 
to follW the Bengal texts in such 



Section LXIX. 


"Sanjaya said,— 'Thus addressed by Yudhishfchira, Kunti a 
son owning white steeds, filled with rage, drew his sword for 
slaying that bull of Bharata's raco.‘ Beholding his wrath, 
Kegava, conversant with the workings of the (human) heart, 
said,— Why, 0 Partha, dost thou draw thy sword ?* I do not, 

0 Dhananjay a, behold any one here with whom thou hast to 
fight ! The Dhartarashtras have now been assailed by the in* 
telligent Bhimasenal* Thou earnest from battle, 0 son of 
Kunti, for seeing the king ! The king has been seen by thee. 
Indeed, Yudhishthira is well* Having seen that tiger among 
kings who is endued with prowess equal to that of a tiger, why 
this folly at a time when thou shouldst rejoice I do not 
see here, 0 son of Kunti, the person whom thou mayst slay 1 
Why then dost thou desire to strike ? What is this delusion 
of thy mind ?* Why dost thou, with such speed, take up that 
formidable sword? I ask thee this, 0 son of Kunti ! What 
is this that thou art about, inasmuch as, 0 thou of inconceiv- 
able prowess, thou graspest that sword in anger?'—Thus ad- 
dressed by Krishna, Arjuna, casting his eyes on Yudhishthira, 
and breathing like an angry snake, said unto Govinda,‘— I 
would cut off the head of that man who would tel! me— Give 
thy Gandiva to another person /—Even this is my secret vow.* 
Those words have been spoken by this king, 0 thou of im- 
measurable prowess, in thy presence, 0 Govinda ! I dare not 
forgive them !‘® I will for that slay this king who himself feara 
the slightest falling off from virtue. Slaying this best of men, 

1 will keep my vow !“ It is for this that' I have drawn the 
sword, 0 delighter of the Yadus ! Even I, shying Yudhish- 
thira, ^ill pay off my debt to truth !'* By that I will dispel 
my grief and fever, 0 Janarddana! I ask thee, what do you 
think suitable to the circumstances that have arisen ?'* Thou, 

0 si^q, knowest the entire past and future of this universe! 

1 will do that which thou wilt tell me !** — ’ 

"Sanjaya continued,— ‘Govinda then said — Fie, Fie — uilto 
Tartha and once more continued to say, “—I now know, 0 Par- 
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tha, that thou hast not waited upon the old, since, 0 tiger 
among men, thou hast yielded to wrath at a time when thou 
shouldst not have done so No one that is acquainted with 
the distinctions of morality would act in the way, 0 Dhananjaya, 
in which thou, 0 son of Pandu, that art unacquainted with 
them are for acting today !*’ He, 0 Partha, is the worst of men 
who achieveth acts that should not be done and acts that are 
apparently proper but condemned by the scriptures.*** Thou 
knowest not the conclusions of those learned men who, waited 
upon by pupils, declare their opinions, following the dictates 
of morality.*®f The man that is not acquainted with those 
conclusions becomes confounded and stupified, 0 Partha, even as 
thou hast been stupified, in discriminating between what should 
be done and what should not.®° What should be done and what 
should not, cannot be ascertained easily. Everything can be 
ascertained by the aid of the scriptures. Thou, however, art 
not acquainted with the scriptures.®* Since (believing thyself ) 
conversant with morality thou art desirous of observing moral- 
ity (in this way, it seems) thou art actuated by ignorance. 
Thou believest thyself to be conversant with virtue, but thou 
dost not know, 0 Partha, that the slaughter of living creatures 
is a sin.** Abstention from injury to animals is, I think, the 
highest virtue. One may oven speak an untruth, but one 
should never kill.** How then, 0 foremost of men, couldst thou 
wish, like an ordinary person, to slay thy eldest brother, the 
King, who is conversant with morality ?** The slaughter of 
a person not engaged in battle, or of a foe, 0 Bharata, who has 
turned his face from battle or who flies away or seeks protection 
or joins his hands or yields himself up or is careless, is never 


♦ Akaryamm Kriydndm means acts that should not be done. Kdryd- 
%im Akriyat^m^ L c., acts condemned (by the scriptUres) but neverthe- 
less appearing as proper, such as the slaughter of the eldest brother for 
iceping al vow.— T, ^ 

y lit., one acquainted with a subject both in .detail 

and iri< the gross ; in other words, a learned person, or a man of great 
expencpce. is explained by NilakanUia as wailed upon by 

is, lit,, speak ur preachiS-I 
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applauded by the righteous. All these attributes are in thy 
superior.***"^* This vow, 0 Partha, was adopted by thee be- 
fore from foolishness. In consequence of that vow thou art 
now, from folly, desirous of perpetrating a sinful act.*' Why, 
O Partha, dost thou rush towards thy reverend superior for 
slaying him, without having resolved the exceedingly subtile 
course of morality that is, again, dillicult of being under- 
stood ?** I will now tell thee, O son of Pandu, this mystery 
connected with morality, — this mystery that was declared 
by Bhishma, by the righteous Yudhishthira** by Vidura 
otherwise called Kshatri, and by Kunti of great celebrity. I 
will tell thee that mystery in all its details. Listen to it, 0 
Dhananjaya One who speaks truth is righteous. There is 
nothing higher than truth. Behold, however, truth as prac- 
tised is exceedingly difficult to be understood as regards its 
essential attributes.** Truth may be unutterable, and even 
falsehood may bo utterablo where falsehood would become 
truth and truth would become falsehood.** In a situation of 
peril to life and in marriage, falsehood becomes utterable. In 
a situation involving the loss of one s entire property, falsehood 
becomes utterable.*® On an occasion of marriage, or of enjoy- 
ing a woman, or when life is in danger, or when one’s entire 
property is about to be taken away, or for the sake of a 
Br«ahmana, falsehood may be uttered. These five kinds of 
falsehood have been declared to be sinless.*^ On these occa- 
sions falsehood would become truth and truth would become 
falsehood.** He is a fool that practises truth without knowing 
the difference between truth and falsehood. One is said to be 
conversant with morality when one is able ' to distinguish be- 
tween truth and falsehood.** What wonder then in this that 
a man of wisdom, by perpetrating even a cruel act, may ob- 
tain great merit like Valaka by the slaughter of the blind 
beast?*' What wonder, again, in this tliat a foolish and igno- 
rant p|rson, from even the desire of winning merit, earns great 
sin like Kau 9 ika (living) among the rivers ?— ** 

^ /. 0 ., all the attributes that would make slaughter censurable occur 
in YudhifihtLria.-.-T 
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'Arjuna said,— Tell me, 0 holy one, this story that i may 
understand it, viz., this illustration about Valaka and about 
Kau^ika (living) among rivers ! — 

‘Vasudeva said, — There was a certain hunter of animals, 
0 Bharata, of the name of Valaka. He used, for the liveli- 
hood of his sons and wives and not from will, to slay animals.^* 
Devoted to the duties of his own order and always speaking 
the truth and never harbouring malice, he used also to support 
his parents and others that depended upon him.'*' One day, 
searching for animals even with perseverance and care, he found 
none. At last he saw a beast of prey whose sense of smell sup^ 
plied the defect of his eyes, employed in drinking water."*® Al- 
though he had never seen such an animal before, still he slow it 
immediately. After the slaughter of that blind beast, a floral 
shower fell from the skies (upon the head of the hunter).*^ 
A celestial car also, exceedingly delightful and resounding with 
the songs of Apsaras and the music of their instruments, came 
from heaven for taking away that hunter of animals.'*^ That 
beast of prey, having undergone ascetic austerities, had obtain- 
ed a boon and had become the cause of the destruction of all 
creatures. For this reason he was made blind by the Self-born.*® 
Having slain that animal which had resolved to slay all crea- 
tures, Valaka went to heaven. Morality is even so difficult of 
being understood.** There was an ascetic of the name of Kau- 
9 ika without much knowledge of the scriptures.* He lived on 
a spot not much removed from a village, at a point where many 
rivers met.*’ He made a vow, saying, — I must always speak 
the truth ! — He then became celebrated, 0 Dhananjaya, as a 
speaker of truth.** At that time certain persons, from fear of 
robbers, entered that wood (where Kau 9 ika dwelt). Thither 
even, the robbers, filled with rage, searched for them carefully.*® 
Approaching^ Kau 9 ika then, that speaker of truth, they asked 
him, saying, — [0 holy one, by which path have a multitude of 
men gone a little while before ? Asked in the name of jTruth, 

* I prefer the reading (apasm navahu^rutas. The other reading, 

noticed NiUkantha, is t(xpmnnov0thn^rvit(u^ meaning the foremost of 
ascctic8|%gM— T, 
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answer us. If thou hast seen them, tell us this-P*— -Thus adjured, 
Kau 5 ika told them the truth, saying,— -[Those men have entered 
this wood crowded with many trees and creepers and plant8.p* 
— Even thus, 0 Fartha, did Kau 9 ika give them the informa- 
tion. Then those cruel men, it is heard, finding out the 
persons they sought, slew them all.** In consequence of that 
great sin consisting in the words spoken, Kaucika, ignorant of 
the subtilities of morality, fell into a grievous hell,” even as a 
foolish man, of little knowledge, and unacquainted With the 
distinctions of morality, falleth into painful hell by not having 
asked persons of age for the solution of his doubts.** There 
must be some indications for distinguishing virtue from sin. 
Sometimes that high and unattainable knowledge may be had 
by the exercise of reason.** Many persons say, on the one 
hand, that the scriptures indicate morality. I do not contra- 
dict this. The scriptures, however, do not provide for every 
case.** For the growth of creatures have precepts of morality 
been declared.** That which is connected with abstention from 
injury must, for certain, be morality. The precepts of morality 
were made for making creatures abstain from injury.** And 
because it upholdeth all, therefore is morality called Dharma. 
In fact, morality upholdeth all creatures. Therefore, that is 
morality, without doubt, which is calculated to uphold (crea- 
tures).*’ One should never have any intercourse with those 
persons that on any occasion hope to acquire virtue by acting 
according to the precepts of unassisted reason, or to win salva- 
tion, as regards situations about which the scriptures are 
silent, by the same means.*’ (In situations again where neither 
the scriptures nor wisdom of the reason affords any light), 
when the necessity to speak arises, one should mmntain 
silence, or, if silence produces any risk (to one’s ownself or 
to others), it is better to speak an untiuth. Verily, that 
untruth is truth.” He that, in view of certain purposes, 
makes a vow which be does not keep by his acts, obtains not 
the fruit of that vow,*** On occasions of danger to life, or 

■ ' ' g i "1 II . ' ^ 

* Verses 60 , 61 , and 62 are what are called crum or VyOaokatas. 

I hare followed the gloss of NilakauCha in readeriag them, ffy&ytm in 
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of marriage, or of risk of destruction to one's entire body of 
relatives and kinsmen, or of jests, that' which is said will not 
be regarded as falsehood.” They that are conversant with 
the truths of morality do not behold sin in all this. There 
where by even an oath one may escape from the company of 
thieves and robbers,” it is better to swear falsely, for that 
falsehood would, without doubt, be truth. No one should 
give his wealth to thieves, if, of course, he can avoid it by 
any means.” The gift of one^s wealth to sinful men afflicts 
the giver himself. Therefore, a falsehood uttered for the sake 
of a righteous end does not become falsehood.” I have now 
duly declared unto thee the indications by which morality or 
its reverse) may be ascertained. Having heard all this, tell me, 
O Partha, if Yudhishthira deserves to be slain by thee 1” — 
“‘Arjuna said, — Thou, 0 Krishna, art of great wisdom 
and great intelligence 1 That which thou hast said for our 
good is undoubtedly true !” Thou- art as a mother unto us 
as also a father ! Thou, 0 Krishna, art our great refuge ! It 
is for this that thou givesb us excellent counsel 1” There is 
nothing in the three worlds, 0 Krishna, that is not known to 
thee ! Therefore, thou knowest high morality in all its de- 
tails.’® I certainly regard king Yudhishthira the just to be 


60 alludes to the numerous precepts of a moral character referrible to the 
human wisdom unassisted by insj5)iration or the scriptures, such as **the 
wise man should make others happy. Even that is worship offered to the 
Deity.” Akujanena has reference to the silence of the scriptures on any 
particular matter. Grammatically, icekanti is understood after Moksham 
in the second line of 60 . Regarding the morality of what is said in 61 ,.. 
one of the fictions of Sir Walter Scott, viz., Woodstock^ furnishes an apt 
illustration in the answer of Sir Henry Lee to Oliver Cromwell when the 
former was asked about the presence or otherwise of Loui^ Karneguy in 
the house. However casuists may krgue, no reader, whatever his prin- 
ciples, would despise the honest cavalier for a lie whose object wa« the 
safety of his king. In 62 , what is said, parhaps, is that Arjuna, by not 
keeping bis vow, incurred only the loss of the fruits of that vow, and as 
his vow had been motiveless or had proceeded at best from'vanity or self- 
conceit, his loss #oulri be immaterial. At any rate, he ran no risk sin 
by not keeping hid foolisb vow.— T 
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unslayable by me. In this, however, that is my present pur- 
pose, tell me graciously something that I may do. Listen now 
to something else in my heart and which I will now declare 
Thou knowest, 0 thou of Daijarha’s race, what my vow is ! I 
would, putting forth my might, slay him among men that would 
tell me these words, viz., — [Give thy Oandiva to some other 
person, O Partha, who is thy superior in weapons and energy !] 
— So Bhima also will slay the person that will call him bread- 
less* The king hath repeatedly used those very words - to me, 
in thy presence, 0 hero, viz., — [Give thy bow — If I slay 

him, 0 Keejava, I will not be able to live in this world for even 
a moment. Having intended again the slaughter of the king 
through folly and the loss of my mental faculties, I have been 
polluted by sin It behoveth thee today, 0 foremost of all 
righteous persons, to give me such counsel that my vow, known 
throughout the world, may become true while at the same time 
both myself and the eldest son of Panda may live T® — 

“ -Vasudeva said, — The king was fatigued, and under the in- 
fluence of grief. He had been mangled in battle by Kama with 
numerous arrows. After that, O^hero, he was repeatedly struck 
by the Suta s son (with his shafts), while he was retreating from 
battle.^®-!- It was for this that, laboring under a load of sorrow, 
he spoke those improper words upto thee in wrath. He pro- 
voked thee by those words so that thou mightst slay Kama 
in battle.'^^ The son of Panda knows t[iat the wretched Kama 
is incapable of being borne by any one else in the world (savo 
thee) ! It was for this, 0 Partha, that the king in great wrath 
said those harsh words to thy face.^® The stake in the game of 
today’s battle has been made to lie in the ever alert and always 


* It is difficult for foreigners to catch the sense of this word as a 
term of abuse or reproach. The fact is, the Indian races believe that a 
beardless person is more of a woman than a man, the hirsute appendages 
of manhood are so highly prized by them. In Bengal the word Ihosa 
(Sanskrit— is still a term of reproach. No person, in the 
morning, rising frdui bed, should see the face of a man that is destitute 
of the hireute honors of manhood. — T. 

t The Bengal reading seems to be correct.— T, 
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unbearable Kama. That Kama being slain, the KauravaS 
would necessarily be vanquished. Even this is what the royal 
son of Dharma had’ thought.'^* For this, the son of Dharma 
does not deserve death. Thy vow also, 0 Arjuna, should bo 
kept. Listen now to my counsels that will be agreeable to 
thee, — to counsels in consequence of which Yudhishthira with- 
out being actually deprived of life may yet be dead.*® As long 
as one that is deserving of respect continues to receive respect, 
he is said to live in the world of men. When, however, such a 
person meets with disrespect, he is spoken of as one that is 
dead though alive.*^ This king* hath always been respected by 
and by Bhima and the twins, as also by all heroes and all 
persons lv the world that are venerable for years. In some 
trifle then show him disrespect,** Therefore, 0 Piirtha, address 
this. Yudhishthira as t/ioiv wutiu his usual iurin of address is 
your honor. A superior, 0 Bhiirata, by being addressed as 
thou, is killed though not deprived of life !** Bear thyself 
thus, O son of Kiuiti, towards king Yudhishthira the just. 
Adopt this censurable behaviour, 0 perpetuater of Kuru*s race 
This best audition of all auditioiis, hath been declared by both 
Atharvan and Angiras.* Men desiring good should always act 
in this way without scruples of any kind.** Without being 
deprived of life a superior is yet said to be killed if that vener- 
able one is addressed as thou. Conversant with duty as thou 
art, address king Yudhishthira the just in the manner I have 
indicated.** This death, 0 son of Piindu, at thy hands, king 
Yudhishthira will never regard as an offence committed by 
thee. Having addressed him in this way, thou mayst then 
worship .his feet and speak words of respect unto this son of 
Prifchii and soothe his wounded honor.*^ Thy brother is wise. 
The royal son of Pandu, therefore, will never be angry with 
thee. Freed from falsehood as also from fratricide, thou wilt 
then, 0 Pa'rtha, cheerfully slay the Suta’s son Kama! — ’ ”** 


* Cruti 18 rendered ‘audition/ having been first declared by Brahmaa 

te a hearer.—T. 
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“Sanjaya said,— ‘Thus addressed by Janarddana, PrithiL’s son' 
Arjunai applauding those counsels of his friend, then vehe- 
mently addressed king Yudhishthira the just in language that^ 
WPS harsh and the like of which he had never used before * 
“'Arjuna said, — Do thou not, 0 king, address these up* 
braidings to me,— fhou that art passing thy time full two miles 
away from battle! Bhima, however, who is battling with- 
the foremost heroes of the world may upbraid me !* Having 
afflicted his foes at the proper time in battle, and slain- 
many brave lords of Earth and many foremost of car-warriors 
and huge elephants and many heroic horsemen and countless 
brave combatants,* he hath, in addition, slain a thousand 
elephants and ten thousand Kamvoja mountaineers, and is 
uttering loud leonine roars in battle like a lion after slaying 
innumerable smaller animals !* That hero achieveth the most 
difficult feats, the like of which thou canst never achieve ! 
Jumping down from his car, mace in hand, he hath destroyed 
a large number of steeds and cars and elephants in battle 
With also his foremost of swords he hath destroyed many 
horsemen and cars and steeds and elephants ' With the broken 
limbs of cars, and with his bow also, he consumeth his foes ! 
Endued with the prowess of Indra, with his feet and also 
his bare . arms he slayeth numerous foes.* Possessed of great , 
might and icsouibii:'.^ .C- vr,,; ;.r i ]>o destroyeth' the 
hostile army, putting forth his strength. That Rhimasena 
hath the right to upbraid me, but not thou that art alwsvs 
protected by friends !* Agitating the foremost of car-warriora 
and elephants and steeds and foot-soldiers, Bhima, .single- 
handed, is now in the midst of the Dhartarashtras ! That 
chastiser of foes hath the right to upraid me !* That chastiser' 
of foes who is slaying the Kalingas, the Vangas, the Angas, 
the Nishadas, and the .Magadhas, and large nur ibers of hostile 
elephants that are ever infuriate and that look like masses of 
blue^louds, is competent to upbraid me !* Riding on a suit- 
able car, .shaking his bow at the proper time, and with shafts in 
his (other) hand, that hero poureth sbowbrs of arrows in great 
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battle like the clouds pouring torrents of rain,*° Eight hundred 
elephants, I have seen, with their frontal globes split open and 
the ends of their tusks cut off, have today been slain by Bhima 
with shafts in battle. That slayer of foes is competent to tell 
me harsh words.” The learned say that the strength of fore- 
most of Brahmanas lies in speech, and that the Kshatriya s 
strength is in his arms. Thou, 0 Bharata, art strong in words 
and very unfeeling ! Thou thinkest mo to be like thyself!'^ 
I always strive to do thee good with my soul, life, sons, 
and wives ! Since, notwithstanding all this, thou still piercest 
me with such wordy darts, it is evident that we cannot expect 
any happiness from thee.” Lying on Draupadis bed thou 
insultest me, though for thy sake I slay the mightiest of car- 
warriors 1 Thou art without any anxiety, 0 Bharata, and 
thou art cruel ! I have never obtained any happiness from 
thee !” It was for thy good, O chief of men, that Bhishma, 
firmly devoted to truth, himself told thee the means of his death 
in battle, and was slain by the heroic and high-sou led Cikhan- 
din, the son of Driipada, protected by mo !'* I do not derive 
any pleasure from the thought of thy restoration to sovereignty, 
since thou art addicted to the evil practice of gambling ! Hav- 
ing thyself committed a wicked act to which they only arc 
addicted that are low, thou dcsirest now to vanquish thy foes 
through our aid I” Thou hadst heard of the numerous faults 
and the great sinfulness of dice that Sahadeva spoke about. 
Yet dice, which is worshipped by the wicked, thou couldst not 
abandon ! It was for this that all of us have fallen into hell !” 
Wo have never derived any happiness from thee since thou 
wert engaged in gambling with dice. Having, 0 son of Pandu, 
thyself caused all this calamity, thou art, again, addressing 
these harsh words to me!*® Slain by us, hostile troops are 
lying on the field, with mangled bodies and uttering loud wails I 
It was thou that didst that cruel act in consequence of which 
the Kauravas have become offenders and are being destroyed 
Nations from the North, the West, the East, and the South, 
arc being struck, wounded, and slain, after the performance of 
incomparable feats in battle by great warriors of both sides.®® 
It was thou that hadst gambled ! It was for thee that we lost 
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our kingdom ! Our calamity arose from thee, 0 king ! Strik- 
ing 113 , again, with the cruel goad of thy speeches, 0 king, 
do not provoke our wrath — 

*^Sanjaya said,— ‘Having addressed these harsh' and exceed- 
ingly bitter words unto his eldest brother and thereby com- 
mitted a small sin, the intelligent Savyasachin of calm wis- 
dom, Avho is ever actuated by the fear of falling away from 
virtue, became very cheerless.** The son of the chief of the 
celestials became filled with repentance, and breathing heavily, 
drew his sword. Seeing this, Krishna asked him, — What is this ? 
Why dost thou again unsheathe thy sword blue as the sky 
Tell me what thy answer is, for then I shall give thee counsel 
for the gratification of thy object ! — Thus addressed by that 
foremost of men, Arjuna in great sorrow answered Ke^ava, say- 
ing,*^ — I shall, putting forth my strength, slay my own self by 
whom this wicked act hath been done ! — Hearing those words 
of Partha, Kegava, that foremost of all righteous persons, said 
this unto Dhananjaya,** — Having said these words unto the 
king, why hast thou become so cheerless ? 0 slayer of foes, 

thou desirest now to destroy thy own self. This, however, O 
Kiritin, is not approved by the righteous !** ' If, 0 hero among 
men, thou hadst today, from fear of sin, slain this thy eldest 
brother of virtuous soul, what would then have been thy condi- 
tion and what wouldst thou not then have done Morality 
is subtile, 0 Eharata, and unknowable, especially by those that 
are ignorant. Listen to me as I preach to thee 1 By destroying 
thy own self thou wouldst sink into a more terrible hell than 
it thou hadst slain thy brother !** Declare now, in words, thy 
own merits. Thou shalt then, O Partha, have slain thy own 
self — Applauding these words, saying, — Let it be so, O 
Krishna ! — Dhananjaya, the son of Cakra, lowering his bow, said 
Unto Yudhishthira, that foremost of virtuous persons, — Listen, 
0 king!^® There is no other bowman, O ruler of men, like unto 
myself, except the deity that bears Pindka ! 1 am regarded 
by even that illustrious deity. In a moment I can destroy this 
univers%of mobile and immobile creatures It was I, 0 king, 
Wiat vanquished all the points of the compass with all the 
ruling there, and brought all to thy gubjeption ! The 
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Rdjasuya (peijforraed by frfaee), breught to completion by gift 
of Dahshindf and the celestial palace owned by thee, were 
both due to my prowess!** In my hands are (marks of) 
sharp shafts and a stringed bow with arrow fixed thei;eon. On 
both my soles are the signs of cars with standards. No one 
can vanquish a person like me in battle !** Nations from the 
North, the West, the East and the South, have been struck 
down, slain, e;xterminated, and destroyed. A small remnant 
only of the Samsaptakas is alive. I alone have slain half of the 
entire (hostile) army !** Slaughtered by me, the Bharata host 
that resembled, 0 king, the very host of the celestials, is lying 
dead on the field. I slay those with (high) weapons that are 
conversant with high weapons. For this reason I do not reduce 
the three worlds to ashes.*** Eiding upon my terrible and 
victorious car, Krishna and myself will, soon proceed for slaying 
the Suta*a son ! Let this king become cheerful now. I will 
surely slay Kama in battle, with my arrows 1*® Either the Suta 
dame will today be made childless by me, or Kunti will be 
made childless by Kama 1 Truly do I s-ay it that I will not put 
oflf my armour without ha'^ng slain Kama with my arrows in 
battle 1®^—’ 

''Sanjaya said, — ‘Having said these words unto that foremost 
of virtuous persons, viz., Yudhishthira, Partha threw down his 
weapons and cast aside his bow and quickly thrust his sword 
into the sheath.** Hanging down his head in shame, the din- 
dem-deeked Arjuna, with joined hands, addressed Yudhishthira 
and said, — Be cheerful, 0 king, forgiving i : ' What I have 
said, you Avill understand a little while after ! I bow to thee 
— Thus seeking to cheer that royal hero capable of bearing all 
foes, Arjuna, that foremost of men, standing there, once more 
said, — This task will not be delayed ! It will bo accomplished 
soon! Kama cometh towards me. I shall proceed against 


♦ The meaning is that if I wished to destroy persons unconversant 
with (superior) weapons by means of the (superior) weapons I have, then, 
by this time,‘ X could consume the universe. It is, however, a rftle with 
me that I never use my superior weapons against any one who is un- 
acquainted with superior weapons.— T, 


KARXA PARVA. 


263 


hifil I shall, with my whole soul, proceed for rescuing Bhima 
from the battle and for slaying the Suta*s son ! I tell thee 
that I hold my life for thy good ! Know this for the truth, 0 
king — Having said so, the diadem-decked Arjuna of blazing 
splendour touched the kings feet and rose for proceeding to 
the fiold,^* Hearing, however, those harsh words of his brother 
Phalguna, Pandu’s son, king Yudhishthira the just, rising up 
from that bed (on which he had been sitting), said these words 
unto Partha, with his heart filled with sorrow I** — 0 Partha, I 
have acted wickedly ! For that, ye have been overwhelmed 
with terrible calamity 1 Do thou strike off, therefore, this my 
head today ! I am the worst of men, and the exerminater of my 
race I am a wretch I I am addicted to wicked courses. I 
am of fooliou understanding 1 I am idle and a coward 1 I am 
an insulber of the old 1 I am cruel 1 What wouldst thou gain 
by always being obedient to a cruel person like me?^* A 
wretch that I am, I shall this very day retiro into the woods! 
Live you happily without me t The high-souled Bhimasena is 
lit to be king ! A eunuch that I am, what shall I do with 
sovereignty I am incapable of bearing these harsh speeches 
of thyself excited with wrath ! Let Bhima become king I Hav- 
ing been insulted thus, 0 hero, what use have I with life — 
Having said these words, the king, leaving that bed, suddenly 
stood up and desired to go to tho woods. Then Vasudeva, bow- 
ing down, said unto him,^* — 0 king, the celebrated vow of the 
wielder of Odndiva who is ever devoted to truth, about his Qdn- 
dimy is known to thee 1*^ That man iii the world who would tell 
him — [Give thy Gdndiva to another]— would be slain by him. 
Even those very Avords were addressed to him by you.*® There- 
fore, for keeping that earnest vow, Partha, acting also at my 
instance, offered you this insult, 0 lord of Earth ! Insult to 
superiors is said to be their deatlu‘‘ For this reason, 0 thou of 
mighty arms, it behoveth thee to forgive me that beseech and 
bow to thee this transgression, 0 king, of booh myself and 
Arjuna committed for maintaining the truth ! Both of us, O 
great king, throw ourselves on thy mercy Tho Eafrth shall 
today drink tho blood of the wretched son of Kadha I I swear 
truly to thee ! Kuo w the SuWs sou as slain today ! He whose 



MABABHARATA, 


26 i 

slaughter thou desircst hath today lost his life l^—Hearinw 
those words of Krishna, king Yadhishthira the just, in a great 
flurry, raised the prostrate Hrishikeija,*' and joining his hands, 
said in haste,— It is even so as thou hast said ! I have beeti 
guilty of a transgression !“ I have now been awakened by thee, 
O Govinda ! I am saved by thee, 0 Madhava ! By thee, 0 
Achyuta, we have today been rescued from a great calamity 
Both of us stupified by folly, viz,, myself and Arjuna, have 
been rescued from an ocean of distress, having obtained thee as 
our lord !‘* Indeed, having obtained the raft of thy intelli- 
gence today, we have, with our relatives and allies, passed 
over an ocean of sorrow and grief! Having obtained thee, 
O Achyuta, we are not masterless ! — ’ 


Section LXXI. 

"Sanjaya said, — ‘Having heard these joyful words of king 
Yudhishthira, Govinda of virtuous soul, that dolighter of the 
Yadus, then addressed Partha.* The lattter, however, having at 
the instance of Krishna, addressed those words unto Yudhish- 
thira, became exceedingly cheerless for having committed a little 
sin.* Then Vasudeva, as if smiling, said unto the son of Pandu, 
— What would have been thy condition, 0 Partha, if, observ ant 
of virtue, thou hadst slain the son of Dharma with thy sharp 
sword ? Having only addressed the king as thou, such cheer- 
lessness hath possessed thy heart !•"* If thou hadst slain 
the king, O Partha, what wouldst thou have done after that? 
Morality is so unknowable, especially by persons of foolish 
understanding !* Without doubt, great grief would have been 
thine in consequence of thy fear of sin. Thou wouldst have 
sunk also in terrible hell in consequence of the slaughter of 
thy brother !* Gratify now this king of virtuous behaviour, 
this foremost of all practicers of virtue, this chief of Kuru’s 
race ! Even this is my wish.’ Gratifying the king with devo- 
tion, and after Yudhishthira will have been made happy, we 
two will proceed against the car of the Suta’s son for fighting 
him.* Slaying Karna today with thy keen shafts in battle, 
do thou, 0 giver of honors, give great happiness to Dharma’a 
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son !• Even this, 0 mighty-armed one, is what I think to ba 
suitable to this hour ! Having done this, thy purpose will be 
achieved — Then Arjuna, 0 monarch, in shame, touched 
king Tudhishthira’s feet With his head/‘ And he repeatedly 
said tinto that chief of the Bharatas, — Be gratified with me ! 
Forgive, 0 king, all that I have said from desire of observing 
virtue and from fear of sin — ’* 

' “Sanjaya said,— Beholding Dhananjaya, that slayer of foes, 
lying weeping at his feet, <0 bull of Bharatas race, king 
Yudhishthira the just*® raised his brother. And king Yudhish- 
thira, that lord of Earth, then embraced his brother affection- 
ately and wept aloud.^* The two brothers, of great splendour, 
having wept for a long while, atilast became freed from grief, O 
monarch, and as cheerful as before.'® Then embracing him once 
more with affection and smelling his head, the son of Pandii, 
exceedingly gratified, applauded his brother Jaya and said,'® — 

0 thou of mighty arms, in the very sight of all the troops, my 
armour, standard, bow, dart, steeds, and arrows, were cut off 
in battle, 0 great bowman, by Kama with his shafts, although 

1 exerted myself with care Thinking of and seeing his feats 
in battle, 0 Ph^una, I lose my energies in grief. Life itself 
is no longer dear to me !'* If thou dost not slay that hero in 
battle today, I will cast away my life-breaths ! What use 
have I with life?'"— Thus addressed, Vijaya replied, 0 bull of 
Bharatas race, saying,— I swear by Truth, 0 king, and by thy 
grace,’® by Bhima, 0 best of men, and by the twins, 0 lord 
of Earth, that today I shall slay Kama, in battle, or, being 
myself slain by him,’* fall down on the Earth 1 Swearing 
truly, I touch my weapons 1 — Having said these words unto 
the king, he addressed Madhava, saying,”— Without doubt, 
0 Krishna, I will slay Kama in battle today 1 Aided by thy 
intelligence, blessed be thou, the slaughter of that wicked- 
souled one is certain — Thus addressed^ Kecava, O best of 
kings, said unto Partha,— Thou art competent. 0 best of the 
Bharatas, to slay the mighty Kama !” Even this hath ever been 

^ilakanthabelUves these versea (1-12) to be interpolations. No- 
thing mow likely. They are evidently repetitious.— T. 
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my thoiiglit, 0 mighty car-warrior, as to how, 0 best of men,' 
thou wouldst slay Kama in battle !** — Endued with great inteJli- 
gonce, Madhava once more addressed the son of Dharma, say- 
ing, — 0 Yudhishthira, it behoveth thee to comfort Vibhatsu,** 
and command him to slaughter Kama of wicked soul !* Hav- 
ing heard that thou hadst been afflicted with the shafts of 
Kama, myself and this one came hither, 0 son of Pandu, 
for ascertaining thy plight!*^ By good luck, 0 king, thou 
■vert not slain ! By good luck, thou wert not seized ! Comfort 
thy Vibhatsu, and bless him, O sinless one, with thy wishes 
for his victory !*• — 

“ ‘Yudhishthira said, — Come, come, 0 Partha, 0 Vibhatsu, 
and embrace me, 0 son of Pandu 1 Thou hast told me bene- 
ficial words that deserved to be said, and I have forgiven thee !” 
I command thee, 0 Dhananjaya, go and slay Kama ! Do not, 
O Partha, be angry for the harsh words I said unto thee — ’ 

"Sanjaya continued, — ‘Then Dhananjaya, 0 king, bowed 
unto Yudhishthira by bending his head, and seized with his 
two hands, 0 sire, the feet of his eldest brother Raising 
him and embracing him closely, the king smelt his head and 
once more said these words unto him,‘* — 0 Dhananjaya, O 
thou of mighty arms, I have been greatly honored by thee ! 
Do thou ever win greatness and victory !** — 

" ‘Arjuna said, — Approaching Radha’s son today that is 
proud of his might, I shall slay that man of sinful deeds with 
my shafts in battle, along with all his kinsmen and followers !’* 
He who, having bent the bow strongly, afflicted thee with his 
shafts, I say, that Kama will obtain today the bitter fruit of 
that act of his !“ Having slain Kama, 0 lord of Earth, I 
shall today come back from the dreadful battle to pay thee my 
respects by walking behind thee ! I tell thee this truly !** 
Without having slain Kama 1 shall not come back today from 
the great' battle. Truly do I swear this by touching thy feet, 
D lord of the umiverse !” — ’ 

“Sanjaj'a continued,— -‘Unto the diadem-decked (Arjuna) 

who was speaking in that way, Yudhishthira, with a cheerful 

^ ^ _ 

* The command of a superior is the sure means of success, ^T. 
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heart, said these words of graver import :** — ^Do thou obtain* 
imperishable fame, and such a period of life as accordeth with- 
thy own- desire, and victory, and energy, and the destruction 
of thy foes ! Let the gods grant thee prosperity ! Obtain thou 
all these to- the measure desired by me ! Go quickly to battle, 
and slay Kswna, even as Purandara slew Vritra for his ownr 
aggrandisement !— ’ 


SECtios LXXII. 

“Sanjaya said,*-*Having with a cheerful heart gratified kin^ 
Yudhishthira the just, Pfirtha, prepared to slay the Suta’s son, 
addressed Govinda, saying,'— Let my car be once more cquipt,. 
and let my foremost of steeds be yoked thereto 1 Let all kind-r 
of weapons be placed upon that great vehicle !* The steeds have- 
rolled -on the ground. They have been trained by persons skill- 
ed in horse-loro. Along with the other equipments of the car, 
let them be quickly brought and decked in their trappings !*• 
Proceed quickly, 0 Govinda, for the slaughter of the Suta’s 
son !— Thus addressed. 0 monarch, by the high-souled Phal- 
guna,* Krishna commanded Daruka, saying,— Do all that 
Arjuna, that chief of Bharata’s race and that foremost of all 
wieldcrs of the bow, hath said !*— Thus ordered by Krishna* 
Daruka, 0 best of kings, yoked those steeds unto that ear 
covered with tiger-skins and ever capable of scorching all foe.s.* 
He then represented unto the high-souled son of Pandu thn 
fact of having equipfc his vehicle. Beholding the car equip!: 
by the high-souled. Daruka,’ Phalguna. obtaining Yudhish- 
tbira’s leave and causing the Brahraanas to perform propitiatory 
rites and utter benedictions on him. ascended that excellent- 
vehicle.* King Yudhishthira. the just, of great wisdom, also 
blessed him. After this, Phalguna proceeded towards Kama’s 
car.* Beholding that great bowman thus proceeding, all 
creatures, 0 Bharata, regarded Kama- as alr< ady slain by the 
high-souled Pandava.'* All the points of the compass, 0 king^ 
became serene.. King-fishers and parrots and herons, 0 king,'* 
whffeled around the son of Pand i. A large number of beauti- 
ful a&d auspicious birds, 0 king called Piing,'* causing Arjuna. 
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(by their timely appearance) to put forth greater speed in battle, 
cheerfully uttered their cries around him. Terrible Kankas 
and vultures, and cranes and hawks and ravens, 0 king,'* 
tempted by the prospect of food, proceeded in advance of his 
car, and indicated auspicious omens** foreboding the destruc- 
tion of the hostile host and the slaughter of Kama. And while 
Partha proceeded, a copious perspiration covered his body.'* 
His anxiety also became very great as to how he would achieve 
his vow. The slayer of Madhu then, beholding Partha filled 
with anxiety as he proceeded, addressed the wielder of Gandiva 
and said these words.*'* 

“ ‘Vasudeva said, — 0 wielder of Gandiva, save thee there 
exists no other man that could vanquish those whom thou hast 
vanquished with this bow of thine !'^ We have seen many 
heroes, who, endued with prowess like that of Cakra, have 
attained to the highest regions, encountering thy heroic self 
in battle !'* Who else, 0 puissant one, that is not equal to 
thee, would bo safe and sound after encountering Drona and 
Bhishraa and Bhagadatta, 0 sire, and Vinda and Anuvinda of 
Avanti and Siidakshina the chief of the Kamvojas and Cruta- 
yudha of mighty energy and Achyutayudha as well Thou 

hast celestial weapons, and lightness of hand, and might, and 
thou art never stupified in battle ! Thou hast also that humi- 
lity which is due to knowledge Thou canst strike with 
effect ! Thou hast sureness of aim, and presence of mind as 
regards the selection of means, 0 Arjuna 1 Thou art compe- 
tent to destroy all mobile and immobile creatures including the 
very gods with the Gandharvas On Earth, 0 Partha, 
there is no human warrior who is equal to thee in battle ! 
Amongst all Kshatriyas, invincible in battle, that wield the 
bow,*® amongst the very gods, I have not seen or heard of 
even one that is equal to thee ! The Creator of all beings, 
viz., Brahman, himself created the great bow Gandiva?^ with 
which thou figh test, O Partha! For this reason there is no 
one that is equal to thee 1 I must, however, O soil of Pandu, 
say that which is beneficial to thee !*• Do not, 0 mighty- 
armed one, di*wogard Kama, that ornament of battle! K^rna 
is possessed of might, , He is proud and accomplished in wcap- 
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cns. is He is accomplished (in the ways 

of battle) and conversant with all modes of warfare. He is 
also well acquainted with all that suits place an^ time. 
What need is there of saying much ? Hear in brief, 0 son of 
Pandu !*^ I regard the mighty car- warrior Kama as thy equal, 
or, perhaps, thy superior! With the greatest care and resolu- 
tion shouldst thou slay him in great battle !** In energy he 
is equal to Agni. As regards speed, he is equal to the impetu- 
osity of the wind. In wrath, he resembles the Destroyer him- 
self. Endued with might, he resembles a lion in the formation 
of his body.*® He is eight Ratnis"^ in stature. His arms are 
large. His chest is broad. He is invincible. He is sensitive. 
He is a hero. He is, again, the foremost of heroes. He is 
exceedingly handsome.*® Possessed of every accomplishment 
of a warrior, ho is a dispeller of the fears of friends. Engaged 
in the good of Dhritarashtra’s son, he always hates the sons 
of Pandu.®* No one, not even the gods with Vasava at 
their head, can slay the son of Radha, save thee, as I think ! 
Slay, therefore, the Sutas son today !®* No one possessed of 
flesh and blood, not even the gods fighting with great care, 
not all the warriors (of the three worlds) fighting together, .can 
vanquish that car-warrior!®® Towards the Pandavas he is 
always of wicked soul and sinful behaviour, and cruel, and of 
wicked intelligence. In his quarrel with the sons of Pandu, 
ho is actuated by no consideration affecting his own interests. 
Slaying that Kama, therefore, fulfill thy purpose today !®^ Des- 
patch today unto Yama’s presence that Suta’s son, that fore- 
most of car- warriors, whose death is near! Indeed, slajing 
that Sutas son, that first of car- warriors, show thy love for 
Yudhishthira the just !®* I know thy prowess truly, 0 Partha, 
which is incapable of being resisted by the gods and Astiras! 
The Suta s son of wicked soul, from exceeding pride, always 
disregards the sons of Pandu 1®* 0 Dhananjaya, slay that man 
today for whose sake the wretched Duryodhana regardetli him- 

♦ A is a sort of qubit measured from the elbow to the end of 

the closei fist; It is snF>poaed to be equal to the breadth of 21 fingers, 
taking the thumb as the finger of measurement. T. 
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self a hero, that root of all (those) sinful persons, that son 
a Suta Slay, 0 Dhananjaya, that tiger among men, that 
active and proud Kama, who hath the sword for hia tongue, 
the b^ow for his mouth, and arrows fur his teeth!®* I know 
thee well as regards the energy and the might that are in thee I 
Slay the brave Kama in battle, like a lion slaying an ele- 
phant Slay in battle today, O Parfcha, that Kama, other- 
wise called Vaikartana, in consequence of whose energy Dhrita^ 
rashtra's son disregards thine I—’ 


Section LXXIII. 

*‘Sanjaya said,— ‘Once more Kegava of immeasurable soul 
said these words unto Arjuna who, 0 Bharata, was advancing 
(to battle), firmly resolved upon slaying Kama/ — Today is the 
seventeenth day, 0 Bharata, of this terrible massacre of men 
and elephants and steeds !* At the outset vast was the host 
that belonged to you, Ejicountering the foe in battle, that 
host has been very much reduced in numbers, 0 king 1® The 
Kauravas also, 0 Partha, wore numerous at first, teeming with 
elephants and steeds. Encountering thee, however, as their 
foe, they have been nearly exterminated in the van of battle 1* 
These lords of Earth and these Srinjayas, united together, and 
these Paudava troops also, obtaining thy invincible self as 
their leader, are maiitaining their ground on the field 1® Pro- 
tected by thee, 0 slayer of foes, the Panclialas, the Matsyas, 
the Karushas, and the Chedis, have caused a great destruction 
of thy foes 1* Who is there that can vanquish the assembled 
Kauravas in battle ? On the other liand,^ who is there that can 
vanquish the mighty car-warriors of the Pandavas protected 
by thee?^ Thou, however, art competent to vanquish in 
battle the three worlds consisting of the gods, the Asuras, and 
human beings, united together 1 What need I say then of the 
Kaurava host ?* Save thee, 0 tiger among men, who else is 
there, even if he resemble Vasava himself in prowess, that 
could vanquish king Bhagadatta ?’ So also, 0 , sinless one, 
all the lords of Barth, united together, arc incapable, 0 Partha, 
of even gating at this vast force that is protected by Ihcc 
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So also, 0 Partha, owing f,o their having been always pro- 
tected by thee that Dhrishtadyumna and Cikhandin succeed- 
ed in slaying Drona and Bhishma Who, indeed, 0 Part ha, 
could vanquish in battle those two mighty car- warriors of 
the Bharatas, viz., Bhishma and Drona, both of whom were 
endued with prowess equal that of Cakra himself Save 
th^e, 0 tiger among men, what other man in this world is 
able to vanquish those fierce lords of Alcshaahinis^ those 
unreturning and invincible heroes, all accomplished in weapons 
and united together, viz,, Cantanu s son Bhishma, and Drona, 
and Vaikarfcana, and Kripa, and Drona s son, and king Duryo- 
dhana himself?^*"** Innumerable divisions of soldiers have 
been destroyed (by thee), their steeds and cars and elephants 
having been mangled (with thy shafts) ! N umberless Kshatri- 
yas also, wrathful and fierce, hailing from diverse provinces, 
have been destroyed by thee Teeming with horse and 
elephants, large bodies of combatants of diverse Kshatriya clans, 
such as the Govasas, the Dasamiyas, the Vasatis, 0 Bharata, 
and the Easterners, the Vatadhanas, and the Bhojas that are 
very sensitive of their honor, approaching thee and Bhima, O 
Bharata, have met with destruction !*’*** Of terrible deeds and 
exceedingly fierce, the Tusharas, the Yavanas, the Khagas, the 
Darvabhisaras, the Daradas, the Cakas, the Kainathas, the 
Raraathas, the Tanganas,*® the Andhrakas, the Pulindas, the 
Kiratas of fierce prowess, the MlccchaSy the Mountaineers, and 
the races hailing from the sea-side,*® all endued with great wrath 
and great might, delighting in battle and armed with maces, — 
these all, — united with the Kurus and fighting wrathfully for 
Duryodhana’s sake, wore incapable of being vanquished in 
battle by anybody else save thee, 0 scorcher of foes !*** What 
man, unprotected by thee, could advance, beholding the mighty 
and swelling host of the Dhartarashbfas arrayed in order 
of battle ?** Protected by thee, 0 puissanj one, the Panda- 
vas, filled with wrath, and penetrating into its midst, have 
destroyed that host shrouded with dust and resembling a 
swolleji sea P® Seven days have elapsed since the mighty J^yat- 

This is a tripieti— T, 
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seiia tho nilf^r of tho Magadhas was slain in battle by Abhi- 
manyu.''* After that, ten thousand elephants, of fierce feats, 
that used to follow that king, were slain by Bhimasena with his 
m ice.®® After that, other elephants, and car-warriors, by hun- 
dreds, have been destroyed by Bhirna in tho exercise of his 
might.®® Even thus, 0 Partha, during the progress of this 
awful battle, the Kauravas, with their steeds and car- warriors 
and elephants, encountering Bhimasena and thee, 0 son of 
Pandu, have from hence repaired to the region of Death*!*^ 
The van of the Kaurava army, O Partha, having been struck 
down by tho Pandavas, Bhishma shot showers of fierce shafts, 
O sire !®® Conversant with the highest weapons, he shrouded 
the Chedis, the Pauclialas, the Karushas, the Matsyas, and 
the Kaikayas, with his shafts, and deprived them of life !** 
The welkin became filled with gold-winged and straight-coursing 
shafts, capable of piercing the bodies of all foes, that issued 
out of his bow.®° He slew thousands of car-warriors, shooting 
showers of shafts at a time. In all, he slew a hundred thousand 
men and elephants of groat might.®^ Abandoning the diverse 
motions, each of a new kind, in which they careered, those 
wicked kings and elephants, while perishing, destroyed many 
steeds and cars and elephants. Indeed, numberless were the 
shafts that Bhishma shot in battle.®* Slaughtering the Pandava 
host for ten days together, Bhishma made the terraces of num- 
berless cars empty and deprived innumerable elephants and 
steeds of life.®® Having assumed the form of Kudra or of Upen- 
dra in battle, he afflicted the Pandava divisions and caused a 
great carnage amongst thera.®^ Desirous of rescuing the wicked 
Suyodhana who was sinking in a raftless sea, he slaughtered 
many lords of Earth among the Chedis, the Panchalas, and the 
Kaikayas, and caused a great massacre of the Pandava army 
teeming with cars and steeds and elephants. Innumerable foot- 
soldiers amongst the Srinjayas, all well armed, and other lords 
of Earth, were incapable of even looking at that hero when he 
careered in battle like the Sun himself of scorching splendour.*®*®^^ 
At last tho P^^ndavas, with all their resources, made a mighty 
effort, and rushed against that warrior who, inspired with the 

desire of .wiotory, used to career in battle even in this way 
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Without availing of any aid, he routed, however, the Panda- 
vas and the Srinjayas in battle, and came to be regarded as the 
one foremost hero in the world.®* Encountering him, Cikhan- 
din, protected by thee, slew that tiger among men, with hia 
straight shafts.^® Having obtained thee that art a tiger among 
moil (as his foe), that grandsire is now stretched on a bed of 
arrows, like Vritra when he obtained Vasava for his foe.*^ 
The fieree Drona also slaughtered the hostile army for five daya 
together. Hiving made an impenetrable array and caused 
many mighty car- warriors to be slain,** that great car- warrior 
had protected Jayadratha (for some time). Fierce as the Des- 
troyer himself, he caused a groat carnage in the nocturnal battle.** 
Endued with great valour, the heroic son of Bharadwaja con- 
sumed innumerable combatants with his arrows. At last, en- 
countering Dhrishtadyumna, he attained to the highest end.*** 
If, on that day, thou hadst not checked in battle all the 
(Dhilrtarashtra) car-warriors headed by the Siitas son, Drona 
then would never have been slain.** Thou heldst in check 
the whole Dhurtarashtra force. It was for this, O Dhanan- 
jaya, that Drona could be slain by the son of Prishata.*® 
What other Kshatriya, save thee, could in battle achieve 
such feats for compassing the slaughter of Jayadratha ?*^ 
Checking the ^vast (Kaurava) army and slaying many brave 
kings, thou killedsfc king Jayadratha, aided by the might and 
energy of thy weapons 1** All the kings regard the slaughter of 
the ruler of the Sindhus to have been exceedingly wonder- 
ful. I, however, do not regard it so, since it is thou that didstr 
it and thou art a great car-warrior !** If this vast assem- 
blage of Kshatriyas, obtaining thee as a foe, suffer extermi- 
nation in course of even a whole day, I should, I think, still 
regard these Kshatriyas to be truly mighty !f°t When Bhishma 
and Drona have been slain, the terrible Dha rtarashtra host, 


* 42, 43, 44, constitute one sentence. To avoid a long and ciimberou' 
structure^! have split it into three parts, — T. 

t ^he sense is this,— since thou art able to destroy the three w 
in a mbzttent, 1- would regard these' Kshatriyas truly mighty if i* 

tkee a whole day: to exterminate them.— T, 
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^ O Parbha, may be regarded to have lost all its heroes !*^ 

: Indeed, with all its foremast warriors slain, with its steeds, 
cars, and elephants destroyed, the Bharata army looketh 
today like the firmament reft of Sun, Moon, and stars.^* 
Yonder host of fierce prowess, 0 Partha, hath been shorn of 
its splendours today like the Asura host in days of yore shorn 
of its splendours by Cakras prowess !** The remnant of that 
grand muster now consists of only five great car- warriors, 
viz., A<;watthilman and Kritavarman and Kama and Calya and 
Kripa.** Slaying those five great car- warriors today, 0 tiger 
among men, be thou a hero that hath killed all his foes, and 
bestow thou the Earth with all her islands and cities on king 
Yudhishthira !” Let Pritha s son Yudhishthira of immeasur- 
able energy and prosperity, obtain today the whole Earth with 
the welkin above it, the waters on it, and the riether regions 
^below it !*• Slaying this host like Vishnu in days of yore slay- 
the Daily ds and the DiinavaSf bestow the Earth on the king, 
like Hari bestowing (the three worlds) on Cakra !” Let the 
Panchalas rejoice today, their foes being slain, like the celes- 
tials rejoicing after the slaughter of the Danavas by Vishnu f*® 
If in consequence of thy regard for that foremost of men, viz., 
thy preceptor Drona, thou eherishest compassion for A(;wat- 
thaman, if, again, thou hast any kindness for Kripa for the 
sake of the respect that is due to a preceptor,®® if, approaching 
Kritavarman thou dost not despatch him today to Yama-s 
abode in consequence of the honor that is due to ones kinsmen 
by the mothers side,®® if, 0 lotus-eyed one, approaching thy 
mother’s brother, viz., Calya the ruler of the Madras, thou 
•dost not from compassion slay him,®* I ask thee, do thou, 
with keen shafts. 0 focremost of men, slay Kama today with 
speed, that vile wretch of sinful heart who cherishes the fiercest 
hate for the sons of Panda 1®* This; is thy noblest duty, I 
There is nothing in it that would be improper. We approve of 
it, and there is no fault in the act!®® The wicked-souled 
iKarna is the root, 0 thou of unfading glory, of that -attempt, 
0 sinless one, made in the night for burning thy mother with 
ftjl her 'childre^n, and of that conduct which Suyodhana adopted 
ibwartis j Qti in consequence, of that match at dice Svyodhana 
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always hopeth for deliverance through Kama. Filled with rage, 
he endeavours to afflict me also (in consequence of that sup- 
port),!** It is the firm belief of Dhritarashtras royal son, 
0 giver of honors, that Kama, without doubt, will slaj all 
the Parthas in battle ** Though fully acquainted with thy 
might, still, 0 son of Kunti, Dhritarashtras son hath selected 
war with you in consequence of his reliance on Karna.*^: 
Kama also always says, — [I ivill vanquish the assembled Par- 
thas and that mighty car- warrior, viz., Vasudeva of Dagarha S' 
race!]*® — Buoying up the wicked-souled son of Dhritarashtra, 
the wicked Kama always roareth in the (Kiiru) assembly ! 
Slay him today, O Bharata !*® In all the acts of injury, of 
which Dhritarashra s son hath been guilty towards you, the 
wicked-sbuled Kama of sinful understanding hath been tho 
leader I saw the heroic son of Subhadra, of eyes like those 
of a bull, slain by six mighty car-warriors of cruel heart be- 
longing to the Dhartarashtra army Grinding those bulls- 
among men, viz., Drona and Dronas son and Kripa and other 
'heroes, he deprived elephants of their riders and mighty 
car- warriors of their cars.''* The bull-nccked Abhimanyu, that 
spreader of the fame of both the Kurus and the Vrishnis, 
deprived steeds also of their riders and foot-soldiers of weapons 
and life,’® Routing the (Kaurava) divisions and afflicting 
many mighty car- warriors, he despatched innumerable men 
and steeds and elephants to Yama's abode 1’^ I swear by 
Truth to thee, O friend, that my limbs are burning at the 
thought that while the son of Subhadra Was thus advancing, 
consuming the hostile army with his shafts, even on that occa- 
sion the wicked-souled Kama was engaged in acts of hostility 
to that hero, 0 lord ! Unable, 0 Partha, to stay in that battle 
before Abhimanyu’s face, mangled with t]be shafts of Snbha- 
dras son, deprived of consciousness, and bathed in blood, 
Kama drew deep breaths, inflamed with rage. At last, afflicted 
with arrows, he was obliged to turn His back upon the field.’®"’^ 
Eagerly desirous of flying away and becoming hopeless of life, 
he sta 3 >ed for sometime . in battle, perfectly stupified, and ex- 
hausted with the wounds he had received.’® At last, hearing 
ihose'crucl words of Drona in battle, — words that were suited.' 
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to fche hour, — Karna cut oflf Abhimanyu'g bow.’® Made bowles^ 
by him in that battle, five great car- warriors then, well- versed 
in the ways of foul warfare, slew that hero with showexs of 
shafts.*® Upon the slaughter of that hero, grief entered the 
heart of every one. Only the wicked-souled Karna and Suyo- 
dhana laughed in joy [Thou rememberest also] the harsh and 
bitter words that Kama cruelly said unto Krishna in the (Kuru) 
assembly, in the face of the Pandavas and the Kurus *** — [The 
Pandavas, 0 Krishna, are dead 1 They have sunk into eternal 
hell ! 0 thou of large hips, choose other lords now, 0 thou 
of sweet speeches !** Enter now the abode of Dhritarashtra 
as a serving woman, or, O thou of carving eye-lashes, thy 
husbands arc no more !** The Pandavas will not, 0 Krishna, 
be of any service to thee today ! Thou art the wife of men 
that are slaves, O princess of Panchala, and thou art thy- 
self, 0 beautiful lady, a slave 1** Today only Uuryodhana 
is regarded as the one king on Earth ! All other kings of 
the world are worshipping the agency by which his administra- 
tion is kept up,*® Behold now, 0 amiable one, how all the 
sons of Pandu have equally fallen ! Overwhelmed by the 
energy of Dhritarashtra's son, they are now silently eyeing 
one another !*’ It is evident that these are all sesame seeds 
without kernel, and have sunk into hell ! They will have to 
serve the Kaurava (Duryodhana), that king of kings, as his 
slaves!]** — Even these were the foul words that that wretch, 
viz., the sinful Karna of exceedingly wicked heart, spoke on 
that occasion, in thy hearing, O Bharatal*® Let gold-decked 
shafts whetted on stone and capable of taking the life of him 
at whom they are sped, shot by thee, quench (the fire of ) 
those words*® and all the other wrongs that that wicked-souled 
wight did unto thee ! Let thy shafts quench all those wrongs 
and the life also of that wicked wight I** Feeling the touch of 
terrible arrows sped from Gandiva, let the wicked-souled Karna 
recollect Aoday the words of Bbishma and Drona !*-* Let foe- 
killing cloth-yard sj^afts, equipt with the effulgence of light- 
ning, shot by thee, pierce his vital limbs and drink his biood 1®^ 
Bet fierce and mighty shafts, of great impetuosity, sped by thy 
arms, peaetrate the vitals uf Kama today and despatch him to 
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Yama’3 abode Lot all the kings of the Earth, cheerless and 
filled with grief and uttering wails of woe, behold Kama fall 
down from his car today, afflicted with thy arrows !*• Let his 
kinsmon, with cheerless faces, behold Kama today, fallen dowai 
and stretched at his length on the Earth, dipt in gore and with 
his weapons loosened from his grasp !** Let the lofty standard 
of Adhirathas son, bearing the device of the elephants rope, 
fall fluttering on the Earth, cut off by thee with a broad*headed 
arrow Let Galya fly away in terror, abandoning the gold- 
decked car (he drives) upon seeing it deprived of its warrior 
and steeds and cut off into fragments with hundreds of shafts 
by thee Let thy enemy Suyodhana today, beholding Adhi- 
ratha s son slain by thee, despair of both his life and king- 
dom!” Yonder, 0 Partha, Kama, equal unto Indra in energy, 
or, perhaps, Cankara himself, is slaughtering thy troops with his 
shafts There the Panchalas, though slaughtered by Kama 
with his whetted shafts, arc yet, 0 chief of Bharata’s race, 
rushing (to battle), for serving the cause of the Pandavas.*^* 
Know, 0 Partha, that Kama is prevailing over the Panchalas, 
and the (five) sons of Draupadi, and Dhrishtadyumna and 
Cikhandin, and the sons of Dhrishtadyumna, and Catanika 
the son of Nakula, and Nakula himself, and Sahadeva, and 
Durmukha, and Janamcjaya, and Sudharman, and Satyaki 
The loud uproar made by those allies of thine, viz., the Pancha- 
las, 0 scorcher of foes, as they are being struck by Kama in 
dreadful battle, is heard The Panchalas have not at all been 
inspired with fear, nor do they turn away their faces from the 
battle 1 Those mighty bowmen are utterly reckless of death in 
great battle Encountering even that Bhishma who, single- 
handed, had encompassed the Pandvava army with clouds of 
shafts, the Panchalas did not turn away their faces from him 
Then again, O chastiser of foes, they always strove with alacrity 
to forcibly vanquish in battle their great foe, viz., the invin- 
cible Drona, ; that preceptor of all wielders of the bow, that blaz- 
ing fire of weapons, that hero who always jt|urnt his foes in battle ! 
They have never turned their faces from battle, afeared of Adhi- 
ratba^s son The heroic Kama, however, with his shafts, is 
taking the lives of the Panchala warriors endueji with great 
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actirtty as they are advancing against him^ like » blazing fire 
taking the lives of myriads of insects The son of Eadha,. 
in this battle, is destroying in hundreds the Panchalas that are 
advancing against him,— those heroes, that is, that arc resolved 
to lay down their lives for the sake of their allies It behov- 
eth thee, 0 Bharata, to become a raft and rescue those bravo 
warriors, those great bowmen, that are sinking in the raftless 
ocean represented by Kama The awful form of that weap- 
on which was obtained by Kama from that foremost of sages, 
viz., Rama of Bhrigu s race, hath been displayed!"* Scorch- 
ing all the troops, that weapon of exceedingly fierce and awful 
form is blazing with its own energy, surrounding our vast 
army !“• Those arrows, sped from Kama’s bow, are coursing 
in battle, thick as flights of bees, and scorching thy troops !"* 
Encountering Kama’s weapon in battle, that is irresistible by 
persons not having their souls under control, there the Pancha- 
las, 0 Bharata, are flying away in all directions!"® Yonder, 
Bhima, of unappeasable wrath, surrounded on all sides by the 
Srinjayas, is fighting with Kama, 0 Partha, afflicted by the 
latter with keen shafts If neglected, Kama will, 0 Bharata, 
exterminate the Pandavas, the Srinjayas, and the Panchalas, 
like a neglected disease whose germ has entered the body 1"^ 
Save thee I do not see another warrior in Yudhishthiras army 
that would come home safe and sound, having encountered the 
son of Radha in battle !"* Slaying that Kama today with thy 
keen shafts, 0 bull among men, act according to thy vow, O' 
Partha, and win great fame I tell thee truly, thou ojiiy 
art able to vanquish in battle the Kauravas with Kama amongst 
them, and no one else, 0 foremost of warriors !‘*® Achieving 
this great feat, viz., slaying the mighty car-warrior Kama, 
attain thy object, 0 Partha, and crowned with success, be 
happy, 0 best of men ! — * 


Section LXXIV, 

I' 

‘‘Sanjaya said,— Hearing these words of Ke 9 ava, 0 Bhaiata, 
Vibhatsu soon cast off his anxiety and became cheerful.® 
Rubbing' then the string ot ^ndivet, and stretching it, he 



KARKA PARVA. 


279 


'hflld his bow for the destruction of Kama, and addressed 
Ke^ava, saying,*— With thee for my protector, 0 Govinda, 
and when thou that art acquainted with the past and the future 
art gratified with me today, victory is sure to be mine !• Aid- 
ed by thee, 0 Krishna, I can, in great battle, destroy the 
three worlds assembled together, what need be said of Kama 
then ?* I see the Panchala host is flying away, 0 Janarddana I 
J see also Kama careeringg fearlessly in battle 1* I see too the 
Bh^Tgava weapon careering in all directions, having been 
invoked by Kama, 0 thou of Vrishni s race, like the puissant 
’thunder invoked by Cakra !® This is that battle in which 
Kama will be slain by me and of which all creatures will 
speak as long as the Earth will last.’' Today, 0 Krishna, un- 
barbed arrows, impelled by iny arms and sped from Gandiva, 
mangling Kama, will take him to Yama !* Today king Dhrita- 
rashtra will curse that intelligence of his in consequence of 
which he had installed Duryodhana, who was undeserving of 
sovereignty, on the throne 1* Today, 0 mighty-armed one, 
Dhritarashtra will be divested of sovereignty, happiness, pros- 
perity, kingdom, city, and sons!'® I tell thee truly, 0 Krishna, 
that today, Kama being slain, Duryodhana will become hopeless 
of both life and kingdom 1“ Today, beholding Kama cut into 
pieces by me with ray arrows, like Vrifcra in days of yore by 
Indra in the battle between the gods and the Asuras^ let 
king Duryodhana call to mind the words thou hadst spoken 
for bringing about peace Today let the son of Suvala, 
0 Krishna, know that my shafts are the dice, my Gandiva is 
box for throwing them, and ray car, the chequered cloth !'* 
O Govinda, slaying Kama with keen shafts I will dij^el 
the long sleeplessness of Kunti's son !'* Today the royal, son 
of Kunti, upon the slaughter of the Suta s son by me, shall 
be gratified and be of cheerful heart ai d obtain happiness 
for ever !'* Today, 0 Ke 5 ava, I will shoot an irresistible and 
unrivalled arrow that will deprive Kama of life !'* Even this, 
Q Krishna, was the vow of that wicko^ipouled one about my 
slaijghter, viz,,-^*/ wiU not wash my feet till I slay Phdl^ 
guna — Falsifying this vow of that wretch, 0 slayer of 
Madhu, I will, with straight shafts, throw down his body today; 
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from his car Today the Earth will drink the blood of that 
Suta*s son who in battle contemns all other men on Earth !•* 
With Dhritarashtra’s approbation, the Suta s son Kama, boast- 
ing of his own merits, had said, — Thou hast no husband now, 
0 Krishna /‘® — My keen shafts will falsify that speech of his ! 
Like angry snakes of virulent poison, they will drink his life- 
blood !“ Cloth-yard shafts, of the effulgence of the lightning, 
shot by myself possessed of mighty-arms and sped from Gan- 
diva, will send Kama on his last journey !** Today the son of 
Radha will repent for those cruel words that he said unto the 
princess of Panchala in the midst of the assembly, in disparage- 
ment of the Pandavas They that were on that occasion 
sesame seeds without kernel, will today become seeds with 
kernel after the fall of the Suta s son Kama of wicked soul, 
otherwise called Vaikartana 1** — I will save yc from the sons 
of Pdndu ! — even these were the words that Kama, bragging - 
of his own merits, said unto the sons of Dhritarashtrja ! My 
keen shafts will falsify that speech of his Today, in the very 
sight of all the bowmen, I will slay that Kama who said — J 
toill slay all the Pandavas with their sons /** — Today, O 
slayer of Madhu, I will slay that Kama, that son of Radha, rely- 
ing on whose prowess the proud son of Dhritarashtra, of wicked 
understanding, always disregarded us I*’ Today, O Krishna, 
after Karnas fall, the Dhartarashtras with their king, struck 
with panic, will fly away in all directions, like deer afear- 
ed of the lion Today, let king Duryodhana repent him- 
self, upon the slaughter of Kama, with his sons and relatives, 
by mo in battle** Today, beholding Kama slain, let the 
wrathful son of Dhritarashtra, O Krishna, know me to be the 
foremost of all bowmen in battle 1*® Today I will make king 
Dhritarashtra, with his sons and grandsons and counsellors and 
servants, shelterless Today, cranes and other carnirorous 
birds will, 0 Ke 9 ava, sport over the limbs of Kama *cut off 
into pieces with my shafts !** Today, O slayer of Madhu, 

I will cut off in battle the head of Radha’s son Kama, in the 
very sight of all the bowmen I®* Today, 0 slayer of Madhu, 

I will cut off in battle the limbs of Radha’s son of wicked soul 
with : kee0 Fipartas and razor- faced arrows!'* Today the 



KARNA PARVA. 281 

heroic king Yudhishthira will casfc off a great pain and a great 
sorrow cherished long in his heart !*• Today, 0 Ke<;ava, slay- 
ing the son of Radha, with all his kinsmen, I will gladden king 
Yudhishthira the son of Dharina !•• Today, 0 Krishna, I will 
slay the cheerless followers of Kama in battle, with shafts 
resembling the blazing fire or the poison of the snake To- 
day^ with my straight shafts cquipt with vulturine feathers, 
I will, 0 Govinda, cause the Earth to be strewn with (the 
bodies of ) kings cased in golden armour Today, 0 slayer of 
Madhu, I will, with keen shafts, crush the bodies and cut off 
the heads of all the foes of Abhimanyu !** Today I will 
bestow the Earth divested of Dhartarashtras on my brother, or, 
perhaps, thou, 0 Keijava,. wilt walk over the Earth divested of 
Arujna Today, 0 Krishna, I will free myself from the debt 
I owe to all bowmen, to my own wrath, to .the Kurus, to my 
shafts, and to Gandiva Today I will be freed from tho 
grief that I have cherished for thirteen years, O Krishna, by 
slaying Kama in battle like Maghavat slaying Camvara !*■ 
Today, after I will have slain Kama in battle, let the mighty 
car-warriors of the Somakas, who are desirous of accomplishing 
the task of their allies, regard their task as accomplished!^* 
I do not know what will be the measure, 0 Madhava, of the 
joy of Cini's grandson today after I will have slain Kama and 
won the victory !** Today I will slay Kama in battle as also 
his son, that mighty car-warrior, and give joy to Bhima and 
the twins ahd Satyaki Today, slaying Kama in dreadful 
battle, I will pay off my debt, O Madhava, to the Panchalas 
with Dhrishtadyumna and Cikhandin !*• Today let all behold 
the wrathful Dhananjaya fight with the Kauravas in battle and 
slay the Suta’s son Once more let me utter my own praises 
in thy presence !*• In the science of arms there is none equal to 
me in the world ! In prowess also, who is there that resembles 
mo ? What other man is there that is equal t( me in forgive- 
ness? In wrath alsOi there is no one that is equal to mo 
Armed with the bow and aided by the prowess of my arms, 
I can vanquish the and tho gods and all croaturcs 

united together ! Know that my prowess is higher than the 
highest Alone assailing all the Kurus and the Valhikao 
36 
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with the fire of my shafts issuing from Gandiva, I will, 
patting forth my might, burn them with their followers like a 
fire in the midst of a heap of dry grass at the close of winter 
ily palms bear these marks of arrows and this excellent and 
outstretched bow with arrow fixed on the string. On each of 
the soles of my feet occair the mark of a car ai>d a standard. 
When a person like me goeth forth to battle, he cannot be 
vanquished by any one !** — TIaving said these words unto 
Achyuta, that foremost of all heroes, that slayer of foes, with 
‘felnod-red eyes, proceeded quickly to battle, for rescuing Bhima 
and cutting off the head from Karnas trunk/'’*® 


vSkction LXXY. 


“ Ohritarrislitra said, — In that awful and fathomless en- 
counter of the Pandavas and the Srinjayas with the warriors' 
of my army, when Dhananjaya, O sire, proceeded for battle, 
’bow, indeed, occurred that fight 

* S injaya sai<l, — *The innumerable divisions of the Pandava 
army, decked with lofty standards and swelling (with pride and 
energy) 3<nd united together in battle, began, to roar aloud, 
'drums and other instruments constituting their mouth, like 
masses of clouds at the close of summer uttering deep roars.* 
The battle that ensued resembled a baneful shower out of 
season, cruel and destructive of living creatures. Huge ele- 
phants were its clouds ; weapons were the water they were to 
pour ; the peal of musical instruments, the rattle of car-wheels, 
and the noise of palms, constituted their roar ; diverse wea- 
pons decked with gold formed their flashes of lightning ; and 
arrows and swords and cloth-yard shafts and mighty weapons 
constituted their torrents of rain. Marked by impetuous onsets, 
blood fl‘)wcd in streams in that encounter. Rendered awful by 
incBssant strokes of the sword, it was fraught with a great 
carnage of Kshatriyas.*"* Many car-warriors, united together, 
encompassed one car-warrior and despatched him to Yama’s 
preseuc:. Or, one foremost of car- warriors despatched*a single 
aSrerstilry, or one despritched many adversaries united together.* 
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Again, some owe car-warrior ilespatcbed to Yamas abode some 
one adversary along with his driver and steeds. Some one rider, 
with a single elephant, despatched many car-warriors and* 
horsemen,* Similarly, Partita, with clouds of shafts, despatched 
large numbers of cars with drivers and steeds, of elephants and 
horses with their riders, atid of foot-soldiers, belonging to the 
enemy,^ Kripa and Cikhandin encountered each other in that 
battle, while Satyaki proceeded against Duryodhana. And 
Cruta^ravas was engaged with Bronas son, and Yudhamanyii 
with Ghitrasena.^ The great Srinjaya car-warrior Uttamaujas 
was engaged with Kama’s son Snshona, while Sivhadeva rushed 
against Cikuni the king of the Gandharas like a hungry lion 
against a mighty bull.^ The youthful Catanika, the son of 
Nakiila, rushed against the youthful Vrishasena'* the son of 
Kama, shooting showers of shafts. The heroic son of Kartja 
struck that son of the princess of Panchala with many arrows.*®* 
Conversant with all modes of warfare, Madri s son Nakula^ tliut 
bull among car- warriors, assailed Kribavarman. The king of 
the Pivnclialas, viz., Blirishtadyumna the son of Yajnasena, 
attacked Kama, the commander of the Kaunvva army, with all 
his forces.** Dusciisana, O Bharata, with the swelling host of 
the Sttmsaptarcas forming a portion of the Bharata* army, 
fiercely attacked in that battle Bliitna, that forctnost of warriors 
of irresistible impetuosity.** The heroic Ufctainanjus, putting 
forth his strength, struck the son of Kama- and cut ulf hi.s hoad- 
which fell down on the Earth, filling tlie Karth and the welkin 
with a loud noise.*® Beholding the head of Sushena lying on 
the ground, Kama became filled with grief. Soon, however, 
in rage he cut off the steeds, the car, and the standard, of his 
son’s slayer with many keen shafts.** Meanwhile IJttamaujas, 
piercing with his keen shafts and cutting off with his bright 
sword the steeds of Kripa and those warriors i .Iso that protected* 
Kripa’s sides, quiokly ascended the car of Cikliandin.** Behold- 
ing Kripa deprived of bis car, Cikhandin who was on his 
vehicle, wished not to strike him with his shafts. The son of 
Dronaf then, covering with his own the car of Kripa, rescued the 
lattW like a bull sunk in a mire.** Mcanwile Bhima the son of 
the Wind-god; clad, ill golden mail, began to scorch with *hia- 
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keon arrows the troops of thy sons like the mid-day Sun scorch- 
ing everything in the summer season.’ 


Section LXXVI. 

“Sanjaya said, — ‘During the progress of that fierce engage- 
ment, Bhima, while fighting alone, being encompassed by in- 
numerable foes, addressed his driver, saying, — Bear me into the 
midst of the Dhartarashtra host !* Proceed, O charioteer, 
•with speed, borne by these steeds ! I will despatch all these 
Dhartarashtras to the presence of Yama!— Thus urged by 
Bbimasena, the charioteer proceeded, .quickly and with great 
impetuosity, against thy son’s host to that spot whence Bhima 
desired to slaughter it. Then a large number of Kanrava 
troops, with elephants and cars and horse and foot, advanced 
against him from all sides.*** They then, from every side, 
began to strike that foremost of vehicles belonging to Bhima, 
with numerous arrows. The high-souled Bhima, however, with 
his own shafts of golden wings, cut off all those advancing 
arrows of his onomies.* Thus cut off into two or three frag- 
ments with Bhima’s arrows, those shafts, e(iui|jt with golden 
wings, of his enemies, fell down on the Earth. Then, O king, 
amonest those foremost of Kshatriyas, struck with Bhima’s 
shafts, the elephants and cars and horse and foot,* set up a 
loud wail, O monarch, that resembled the din made by moun- 
tains when riven with thunder. Thus struck by Bhima, those 
foremost of Kshatriyas, their limbs pierced with Bbima’s 
powerful shafts, rushed against Bhima in that battle from 
every side, like new fledged birds towards a tree. When thy 
troops thus rushed against him, Bhima of infuriate impetuosity 
displayed all his impetuosity,*'* like the Destroyer himself 
armed with mace when he burns and exterminates all creatures 
at the end of the Yiiffa. Thy soldiers were unable to resist in 
thit battle that fierce impetuosity of Bhima endued with fierce 
impetuosity^* like that of the Destroyer himself of wide-open 
mouth when he rushetb at the end of the Yuga for extehninafr- 
ing ali; creatures. Then, 0 Bharata, like masses of clouds 
si^llier^ by ‘the tempest, the Bhirata host, thus mangled and 
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burnt in that battle by the high-sou led Bhima, broke and fled 
in fear in all directions. Then the mighty Bhimasena of great 
inteHigence once more cheerfully said unto his charioteer,®**®— 
Ascertain, 0 Suta, whether those assembled cars and standards 
that are advancing towards me, are ours or the enemy’s ! 
Absorbed in battle, I am unable to distinguish them. Let 
me not shroud our own troops with my shafts 1 “ 0 Vigoka, 
beholding hostile warriors and cars and the tops of their stand- 
ards, on all sides, I am greatly afflicted ! The king is in pain. 
The diadem-decked Arjuna also has not yet come. These things, 
0 Suta, fill my heart with sorrow !** Even this is my grief, 0 
charioteer, that king Yudhishthira the just should have gone 
away, leaving me in the midst of the enemy. I do not know 
whether he, as also Vibhatsu, is alive or dead ! This adds to 
iny sorrow I shall, however, though filled with great grief, 
destroy these hostile troops of great might ! Thus slaughtering 
in the midst of battle my assembled foes, I shall rejoice with 
thee today Examing all the (piivers containing my arrows, 
tell me, 0 Suta, ascertaining the matter well, what quantity 
of arrows is still left on my car, that is, how much of what 
sort!^* — 

“ 'Thus commanded, Vi(;oka said, — Of arrows, 0 hero, thou 
hast yet sixty thousand, while thy razor-headed shafts number 
ten thousand, and broad-headed ones number as much. Of 
cloth-yard shafts thou hast still two thousand, 0 hero, and of 
Pradaras thou hast still, 0 Partha, three thousaiid ! Indeed, 
of the weapons, O son of Pandu, the portion that still remains 
is not capable of being borne, if placed on carts, by six bul- 
locks.*® Shoot and hurl them, 0 learned one, for of maces 
and swords and other weapons used with the arms alone, thou 
hast thousands upon thousands, as also lanccs and scimitars 
and darts and spears ! Never fear that thy weapons will 
be exhausted!*’— 

“ ‘Bhima said, -r-Behold, 0 Suta, today this awful battle in 
which everything will be shrouded with my impetuous arrows 
: 8 p 0 d' fiercely from my bow and mangling all my foes, and in 
consequence of which the 4 yery Sun will disappear from the 
field, making the latter resemble the dark domains of Poath 
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Today, even this will be known to all the Kshatriyas including 
the very children, 0 Snba, viz., that Bhimasena hath succumb- 
ed in battle or that, alone, he hath subjugated all the Kurus 
Today, let all the Kauravas fall in battle or let all the world 
applaud me beginning with the feats of my earliest years ! 
Alone, I will overthrow them all, or let all of them strike 
Bhimasena down Let the gods that aid in the achievement 
of the best acts, bless me ! Let that slayer of foes, viz., Arjuna, 
come here now like Cakra, duly invoked, quickly coming to a 
sacrifice Behold, the Bharata host is breaking ! Why do 
those kings fly away ? It is evident that Savyasachin, that fore- 
most of men, is quickly shrouding that host with his shafts 
Behold, those standards, 0 ViQoka, and elephants and steeds 
and bands of foot-soldiers are flying away ! Behold, these cars, 
assailed with shafts and darts, with those warriors riding on 
them, are being scattered, O Suta 1*^ Yonder, the Kaurava' 
host, assailed with the shafts, equipt with wings of gold and 
feathers of peacocks, of Dhananjaya and resembling thunder- 
bolts ill force, though slaughtered extensively, is repeatedly 
filling its gaps There, cars and steeds and elephants are fly- 
ing away, crushing down bands of foot-soldiers ! Indeed, all 
the Kauravas, having lost their senses, are flying away, like 
elephants filled with fear at a forest conflagration,®* and utter 
ing cries of woe ! Those huge elephants, again, 0 Vi^oka aro 
uttering loud cries, assailed with shafts.®* — 

‘Vi(;oka said, — -How is it, O Bhima, that thou dost not 
hear the loud twang of the yawning Gandiva stretched by 
Partha in wrath ? Are these two cars of thine gone ?*^ All. 
thy wishes, O son of Pandu, have been fulfilled ! Yonder the 
Ape (on Atjuna’s banner) is seen in the midst of the elephant 
force (of the enemy) ! Behold, the string of Gandiva is flash- 
ing repeatedly like lightning amid blue clouds !** Yonder, 
the Ape on Dhananjaya’s standard- top is everywhere seen to 
terrify hostile divisions in this dreadful battle ! Even I, look- 
ing at it, am |truck with fear !*® There, the beautiful diadem 
of Arjuna is shining brilliantly ! There, the precious jewel on 
the diadem, endued with the splendour of the Sun, looketh 
exccodinsly re’splcndent There, beside him, behold his conch 
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Devcbdatta of loud blare and the hue of a white cloud 1 
There, by the side of Janarddana, reins in hand, as he pene- 
trates into the midst of the hostile army, behold his discus 
of solar effulgence, its nave hard as thunder, and its edge 
sharp as a razor ! Behold, 0 hero, that discus of Ke^ava, 
that enhancer of his fame, which is always worshipped by the 
Yadus There, the trunks, resembling lofty trees perfectly 

straight, of huge elephants, cut off by Kiritin, are falling upon 
the Earth ! There those hVige creatures also, with their riders, 
pierced and split with shafts, are falling down, like hills riven 
with thunder.^* There, behold, 0 son of Kunti, the Fdncha- 
janya of Krishna, exceedingly beautiful and of the hue of the 
moon, as also the blazing Kamtuhha on his breast and hia 
triumphal garland Without doubt, that first and foremost of 
all car-warriors, viz., Partha, is advancing, routing the hostile 
i^rray as he comes, borne by his foremost of steeds, of the hue of 
white clouds, and urged by Krishna 1**^* Behold those cars and 
steeds and bands of foot-soldiers, mangled by thy younger 
brother with the energy of the chief of the celestials ! Be- 
\iold, they are falling down like a forest uprooted by the tern-* 
pest caused by Garuda's wings Behold, four hundred car- 
warriors, with their steeds and drivers, and seven hundred 
elephants and innumerable foot-soldiers and horsemen, slain in 
this battle by Kiritin with his mighty shafts Slaughtering 
the Kurus, the mighty Arjuna is coming towards thy side 
even like the constellation Ckitrd! All thy wishes are ful- 
filled ! Thy foes are being exterminated 1 Let thy might, as 
also the period of thy life, ever increase — 

“ ‘Bhima said, — Since, 0 Viejoka, thou tellest me of Arjuna's 
arrival, I will give thee four and ten populous villages and a 
hundred female slaves and twenty cars, being pleased with 
thea, O Suta, for this agreeable intelligence imparted by 
,theeW”®* 


Section LXXVII. 

■^Sanjaya said,— 'Hearing the roars of cars and the Wonine 
Shouts (of the warriors) in battle Arjuna .addressed Goviuda, 
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saying,— Urge the steeds to greater speed !'— Hearing these 
words of Arjuna, Govinda said unto him,— I am proceeding 
with great speed to the spot where Bhima is stationed !*— Then 
many lions among men (belonging to the Kaurava army), ex- 
cited with wrath and accompanied by a large force of cars and 
horse and elephants and foot and making the Earth resound 
with the whizz of their arrows, the rattle of their car-wheels, 
and the tread of their horses’ hoofs, advanced against Jaya 
(Arjuna) as the latter proceeded for victory, borne by his steeds 
white as snow or conchs and decked in trappings of gold and 
pearls and gems, like the chief of the celestials in great wrath 
proceeding, armed with the thunder, against (the Asura) 
Jambha for slaying him.*** Between them and Partha, 0 sire, 
occurred a great battle destructive of body, life, and sin, like 
the battle between the Asuras and the god Vishnu, that fore- 
most of victors, for tho sake of the three worlds.* Alone, 
partha, decked with diadem and garlands, cut off tho mighty 
weapons sped by them as also their heads and arms in diverse 
ways, with his razor-faced and crescent-shaped and broad-head- 
arrows of great keenness.* Umbrellas, and yak-tails for fanning, 
and standards, and steeds, and cars, and bands of foot, and ele- 
phants, foil down on the Earth, mutilated in diverse ways, like 
a«forest broken down by a tempest.’ Huge elephants, decked 
in housings of gold and equipt with triumphal standards and 
warriors (on their backs), looked resplendent, as they were 
pierced with shafts of golden wings, like mountains ablaze with 
light.* Piercing elephants and steeds and cars with excellent 
shafts resembling Vasava’s thunder, Dhananjaya proceeded 
quickly for the slaughter of Kama, even as Indra in days of 
yore for riving ("the Asura) Vala.* Then that tiger among men, 
that mighty-armed chastiser of foes, penetrated into thy host 
like a Malcara into tho ocean.** Beholding the son of Pandu, 
thy warriors, 0 king, accompanied by cars and foot and a 
largo number of elephants and steeds, rushed against him.** 
Tremendous was the din made by them as they advanced 
against Partha, resembling that made by the waters of the 
ocean lashed into fury by tho tempest.** Those mighty . car- 
warriors, i^sembling tigers (in prowess), all rushed in that battle 
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against that tiger among men, abandoning all fear of death.** 
Arjuna, however, routed the troops of those leaders of the 
Knrus as they advanced, shooting at him showers of weapons, 
like a tempest driving oft’ masses of congregated clouds.*^ Those 
great bowmen, all skilled in smiting, united together, and pro- 
ceeded against Arjuna with a large number of cars and began 
to pierce him with keen shafts.** Then Arjuna, with his shafts, 
despatched to Yama’s abode several thousands of cars and 
elephants and steeds.** While those great car-warriors in that 
battle were thus struck with shafts sped from Arjuna's bow, 
they were filled with fear and seemed to disappear one after 
another from their cars.*^ In all, Arjuna, witli his sharp arrows, 
slew full four hundred of those heroic car- warriors exerting 
vigorously in battle.** Thus struck iu that battle with sharp 
shafts of diverse kinds, they fled away on all sides, avoiding 
Arjuna,** Tremendous was the uproar made at the van of the 
army by those warriors as they broke and fled like that 
made by the surging soa when it breaks upon encountering a 
mountain.*^ Having routed with his arrows that army struck 
with fright, Pritha s son Arjuna then proceeded, 0 sire, against 
the division of the Suta’s son.®* Loud was the noise Avith 
which Arjuna fliced his foes, like that made by Gadura in 
days of yore when swooping down for snakes.®® Hearing that 
sound, the mighty Bhimasena, desirous as ho had been of 
obtaining a sight of Partha, became filled with joy.** As 
soon as the valiant Bhimasena heard of Partha's arrival, he 
began, 0 monarch, to grind thy troops, reckless of his very 
life.*"* Possessed of prowess equal to that of the wind, the 
valiant Bhima, the son of the Wind-god, began to career in 
that battle like the wind itself.** AftUcted by him, 0 monarch, 
thy army, 0 king, began to reel like a wrecked vessel on the 
bosom of the sea.*® Displaying his lightness of hands, Bhima 
began to cut and mangle that ho.st with hi,> fierce arrows and 
despatch large numbers to the abode of Yama.*’^ Beholding 
on that occasion the superhuman might of Bhima, 0 Bharata, 
like thajb of the Destroyer at the end of the thy warriors 

became filled with fright.** Seeing his mightiest aoldiers 'thus 
aftiicted by Bhimasena, 0 Bharata, king Duryodhana address- 
37 
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fMp'' fill hiR troops nnd great bowmen, 0 bull of Eharata’a 
race, commanding them to slay Bhima in that battle, since 
upon Bhima’s full he would regard the Pandava troops already 
exterminated.*® Accepting that command of thy son, all the 
kings shrouded Bhirna with showers of shafts from every 
side.** Innumerable elephants, 0 king, and men inspired with 
desire of victory, and cars, and horse, 0 monarch, encompassed 
Vrikodara.** Thus ciicompassed by those brave warriors on 
all sides, 0 king, that hero, that chief of Bharata’s race, 
looked resplendent like the Moon surrounded by the stars;** 
Indeed, as the Moon at full witliin his corona looks beautiful, 
even so that best of men, exceedingly handsome, looked 
beautiful in that battle.** All those kings, with cruel intent 
and eyes red in wrath, showered upon Vrikodara their arrowy 
downpours, moved by the desire of slaj ing him.** Piercing 
that mighty host with straight shafts, Bhima came out of 
the press like a fish coniing out of a net,*® having slain 
ton thousand unretreating elephants, twm hundred thousand 
and two hundred men, 0 Bharata,*^ and five thousand horse, 
and a hundred car-warriors. Having slaughtered these, Bhima 
caused a river of blood to flow there.** Blood constituted its 
water, and cars its eddies ; and elephants were the alligators 
v;ith which it teemed. Men v/crc its fishes, and steeds its 
sharks, and the hair of animals formed its weeds and moss.** 
Anns lopped off from trunks formed its foremost of snakes. 
Innumerable jewels and gems were carried along by the 
current. Thighs constituted its gavials, and marrow its mire. 
And it was covered with heads forming its rocks,'*® And 
bows and arrows constituted tlie rafts by which men sought to 
cross that terrible river, and maces and spiked bludgeons form- 
ed its snakes. And umbrellas and standards formed its swans, 
and head-gears its foam.'** Necklaces constituted its lotuses, 
and the earthy dust that arose formed its waves. Those en- 
dued with noble qualities could cross it with ease, while those 
that were timid and afrighted found it exceedingly difficult to 
cross.'** Wafriors’eonstituting its crocodiles and alligators, it 
ran towards the region of Yama. Very soon, indeed, did that 
tiger amt)ng m^n cause that river to Even as the terri- 
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Wc Vaifcarani is difficult of being crossed by persons of nii^ 
refined souls, that bloody river, terrible and enhancing th-cr 
fears of the timid, was difficult to cross.'** Thither where 
that best of car-warriors, viz., the son of Pandu, penetrated; 
thither he felted hostile warriors iu hundreds and thousands,** 
Seeing those feats achieved in battle by Bhimasena, l)nryodhaiia> 
O monarch, addressing Cakuni, said,*® — Vanquish, O unch?, 
the mighty Bhimasena in battle ! Upon Ins defeat the mighty 
host of the Pandavas may be regarded as defeated :*^ — Thus 
addressed, O monarch, the valiant son of Suvala, competent 
to wage dreadful battle, proceeded, surrounded by his brothers.** 
Approa( 3 hiMg in that battle Bhima of teniblc prowess, the; 
heroic Cakuui c^iecked him like the continent resisting the 
ocean. Though resisted v/ith keen shafts, Bhima, disregard- 
ing them all, proceeded against the sons of Suvala.®'^ Then 
Cakuni, 0 monarch, sped a number of cloth-yard shafts oqnipt 
with wings of gold and wlictted on stone, at the left side of 
Jihima’s chcst.*‘ Piercing tliroiigh the armour of the high- 
soulod son of Pilndu, those fierce shafts, O monarch, e(|uip6 
with feathers of Kankas and peacocks, sunk deep into Iua 
body.®^ Deeply pierced in that battle, Bhima, 0 Bharatai 
suddenly shot at Suvala's son a shaft decked with gold.®* Tlio 
mighty Cakuni, however, that scorcher of f«)es, O king, endued- 
with great lightness of hands, cut off into seven fragments 
that terrible arrow as it coursed towards him.** When his 
shaft fell down on the Earth, Bhima, 0 king, became highly 
enraged, and cut off with a broad-headed arrow the bow of 
Suvalas son with the greatest case.®* The valiant son of 
KSuvala then, casting aside that broken bow, quickly took up 
another and six and ten broad-headed arrows.®® With two 
of those straight and broad-headed arrows, 0 monarch, lie 
struck Bhima himself with one ho cut off Bhima s standard, 
and with two, his umbrella. With the remaini >g four, the son* 
of vSuvala pierced the four steeds of his antagonist.®* Filled 
with rage at this, f, ho valiant Bhima, 0 monarch, hurled im 
that battle a dart made of iron, with its staff adorned with 
gold,*® That' dart, restless as the tongue of a snake, hurled? 
from Bhima’s arrnS; speedily fell upon the car of the higlv- 
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soueld son of Suvala.®® The latter then, filled with wrath, 
O monarch, took up that same gold-decked dart and hurled 
it back at Bhimasena.®^ Piercing through the left arm of the 
high-souled son of Pandu, it fell down on the Earth like 
lightning flashed down from the sky/“ At this, the Dharta- 
rashtras, 0 monarch, set up a loud roar all around Bhima, 
however, could not bear that leonine roar of his foes endued 
with great activity.®® The mighty son of Pandu then, quickly 
taking up another stringed bow, in a moment, 0 monarch, 
covered with shafts the soldiers of Suvala’s son in that 
battles who were fighting reckless of their very lives.®^ Hav- 
ing slain his four steeds, and then his driver, 0 king, Bhima 
of groat provvess next cut off his antagonist s standard with 
a broad-headed arrow without losing a moment.®® Abandon- 
ing with speed that stccdless car, Cakuni, that foremost of 
men, stood on the ground, with his bow ready drawn in his 
hands, his eyes red like blood in rage, and himself breathing 
heavily. Ho then, 0 king, struck Bhima from every side with 
innumcrablo arrows.®® The valiant Bhima, baffling those 
shafts, cut off Cakuni s bow in rage and pierced Cakuni him- 
self with many keen arrows.®^ Dec2>ly pierced by his poAvcj- 
fiil antagonist, that scorcher of foes, O king, fell down on the 
Earth almost lifeless.®® Then thy son, 0 monarch, seeing him 
stupified, bore him away from battle on his car in the very 
sight of Bhimasena.®® When that tiger among men, viz., 
Cakuni, was thus taken up on Duryodhana’s car, the Dharta- 
rashtra troops, turning their faces from battle, fled away on all 
sides, inspired with fear on that occasion of great terror due to 
Bhimasena.*^® Upon the defeat of Suvala’s son, 0 king, by 
that great bowman, viz., Bhimasena, thy son Duryodhana, 
filled with great fright, retreated, borne away by his fleet steeds, 
from regard for his maternal uncles life.''* Beholding the king 
himself turn away from the battle, the troops, 0 Bharata, 
fled away, from the encounters in which each of them had 
been engaged.’* Seeing aU the Dhartarashtra troops turn 
away from battle and fly in all directions, Bhima, rushing 
impetuously, fell upon them, shooting many hundreds of 
. Slaughtered by Bhima, the retreating Dhartarasb- 
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tras, 0 king, approaching the spot where Kama was, once 
more stootl for battle, surrounding himJ* Endued with great 
might and great energy, Kama then became their refuge. 
Finding KarnA, 0 bull of Bharata’s race, thy troops became 
comforted and stood cheerfully, relying upon one another, like 
ship-wrecked mariners, 0 tiger of men, in their distressful 
plight, when at last they reach an island. They then, oneo 
more, making death itself their goal, proceeded against their 
foes for battle/ 


Skction LXXVIII. 

“Dhritara^htra said, — -^When our troops wore broken in 
battle by Bhirnasona, what, 0 Sanjaya, did Duryodhana and 
Suvala’s son say V Or, what did Kama, that foremost of victors, 
or the warriors of my army in that battle, or Krlpa, or Krita- 
varman, or Drona’s son, or Duscjasana, say ?* Exceedingly 
wonderful, I think, is the prowess of Pandu’s son, since, 
•single-handed, he fought in battle with all the warriors of my 
army 1® Did the son of Rridha act towards the (hostile) troops 
according to his vow ? That slayer of foes, viz,, Kama, O 
Sanjaya, is the prosperity, the armour, the fame, and the very 
hope of life, of the Kurus!* Beholding the army broken by 
Kunti’s son of immeasurable energy, what did Kama, the sou 
of Adhiratha and Radha, do in that battle ?• What also did 
my sons, difficult of defeat in battle, do or the other kings 
and mighty car-warriors of our army ? Tell me all this, O 
Sanjaya. for thou art skilled in narration 

“Sanjaya said, — ‘In that afternoon, 0 monarch, the Suta's 
son of great valour began to smite all the Somakas in the very 
sight of Bhimasena.^ Bhima also of great strength began to 
destroy the Dhartarashtra troops. Then Kama, addressing 
(his driver) Galya, said unto him, — Bear m3 to the Panchalas 1* 
“Indeed, beholding his army in course of being routed by 
Bhiraasena of great intelligence, Kama once more addressed 
his driver, saying,— Bear me to tho Panchalas only — Thus 
urged, Galya the ruler of the Madras, endued with great might, 
urged those white steeds that were fleet as thought, towards the 
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Cliedis, fcho PanchillniS and the Karushas.'® PenofcraLing then 
into that migkty host, Galya, that grinder of hostile troops, 
cheerfttlly conducted those steeds into every spot that Kama, 
that foremost of warriors, desired to go to.“ Beholding that 
car cased in tiger skins and looking like a cloud, the Pandas 
and the Panchalas, O monarch, became terrified.** The rattle 
then of that car, like unto the peal of thunder, or the sound 
of a mountain splitting into fragments, became audible in that 
dreadful battle.**® With hundreds upon hundreds of keen 
arrows sped from the bowstring drawn to his ear, Kama then 
smote hundreds and thousands of warriors belonging to the 
Pandava army.*^ While the unvancpiished Kama was employ- 
ed in achieving those feats, many mighty bowmen and great 
car-warriu)rs among the Pfindavas encompassed him on all sides.*® 
Indeed, Cikhandin, and Bhiina, and ])hrishtadyurnna the son 
Prishata, and Nakula, and Sahadova, and the (five) sons of 
Draupadi, and Satyaki, surrounded the son of Pifidha, pouring 
showers of arrows upon him, from desire of despatching him to 
the other world.*” The heroic Satyaki, that best of men, struck 
Kama in that cngagcmoit with twenty keen shafts in the 
shoulder-juiiit.*^ Cikhandin struck him with five and twenty 
shafts, and Dlirishtadyumna struck him with seven, and the 
sons of Draupadi with four and sixty, and Sahadeva with 
seven, and Nakula with a hundred, in that battle.** The 
mighty Bhimasona, in that encounter, filled with rage, struck 
the son of Radka iu the shoulder-joint with ninety straight 
shafts,** The son of Adhiratha then, of great might, laugh- 
ing in scorn, and drawing his excellent bow, let off many keen 
shafts, afflicting his foes.*® The .son of lirulha pierced each 
of them in return with five arrows. Cutting off the bow 
of Satyaki as also his standard, 0 bull of Bharatas race,®^ 
Kama pierced Satyaki himself witli nine shafts in the centre 
df the chest. Filled with wrath, he then pierced Bhimasena 
with thirty shafts,** With a broad-headed arrow, 0 sire, ho 
next cut off the standard of Sahadeva, and with three other 
arrows, that cjjastiser of foes afflicted Sahadevas driver.*® 
Within the twinkling of an eye he then deprived the (five) sons 
oi Draupadi of their carS; 0 bull of Bharatas race, which seejriicd 
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cxcoodingly woiidorfiil.®^ Indeed, with his straight shafts Ccaus- 
ing those heroes to turn back from the fight, the heroic Kama 
began to slay the Panchalas and many mighty car-warriors 
among the Chedis.®* Thus struck in that. battle, 0 monarch, the 
Chedis and the Matsyas, rushing against Kama alone, poured 
upon him showers of shafts.®* The Suta s son, however, that 
mighty car-warrior, began to smite them with his keen shafts. I 
beheld this exceedingly wonderful feat, 0 Bharata,®^ viz., that 
the Suta s son of groat prowess, ahuie and unsupported in that 
battle, fought with all those bowmen who contended with 
him to the utmost of their prowess,®® and checked all those 
Pandava warriors, 0 monareh, with his shafts. With the 
lightness of hand, 0 Bhfirata, of the higli-sonled Kama on that 
occasion,®® all the gods as also the Siddkas and the Ckdranas 
were gratified. All the great bowmen among the Dhartarash- 
tras also, 0 best of men, applauded^® Kama, that foremost 
of great car-warriors, that first of all bowmen. Then Kama, 
0 monarch, burnt the hostile army®^ like a mighty and blazing 
c ontlagration consuming a heap of dry grass in the summer 
season. Thus slaughtered by Kama, the Pandava troops, 
struck with fear, fled in all directions, at tlio very sight of 
Kama. Loud wails arose thero among the Panclialas in tliat 
great battle,®®'®^ while they were thus struck with the keen 
shafts sped from Kama s bow, Struck with fear at the noise, 
the vast host of the Pruidavas,®* — those enemies of Kama, — 
regarded him as the one warrior in that battle. Then that 
crusher of foes, viz., the son of Radha, once more acliieved an 
exceedingly wonderful feat,®® inasmuch as all tlie Pandavas, 
united together, were unabb to even gaze at him. Like a 
swelling mass of water breaking when it comes in contact with 
a mountain,®* the Pfiudava army broke when it came in contact 
with Kama. Indeed, 0 king, the raighty-ftrinod Kama in 
that battle, buming the vast host of the Pan lavas, stood there 
like a blazing fire w thout smoke. With great activity^ that 
hero, with his sheffcs, cut off the arms and the heads of his 
brave foes, 0 king, and their cars decked with ear-rings. Swords 
with hilts of ivrwy, and standards, and darts, and steeds, 
auil elephants;"'''- and. cars of diverse kinds, 0 king, and 
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banners, and axles, and yokes, and wheels of many kinds,*® 
were cut off in varrious ways by Kama observant of a warrior's 
vow. There, 0 Bharata with elephants and steeds slain by 
Kama,** the Earth became impassable and miry with flesh and 
blood. The uneven and even spots also of the field, in conse- 
quence of slain horse and foot** and broken cars and dead 
elephants, could no longer be distinguished. The combatants 
could not distinguish friends from foes*® in that thick dark- 
ness caused by shafts when Kama's (celestial) weapon was 
displayed. The mighty car-warriors of the Pandavas, O mon- 
arch, were completely shrouded with the shafts, decked with 
gold, that were sped from Kama's bow. Those mighty car- war- 
riors of the Pandavas, 0 king, in that battle, though struggling 
vigorously, were repeatedly broken by the son of Radha, even 
as a herd of deer in the forest is routed by an angry lion 
Routing the foremost of Panchala car-warriors and (other) 
foes, Kama of great fame, in that battle, slew the Pandava 
warriors like a wolf slaying smaller animals. Beholding the 
Pandava army turn away from battle, the Dhartarashtra*^'^* 
bowmen of great might riished against the retreating host, 
uttering terrible shonts. Then Duryodhana, 0 monarch, filled 
with great deliglit,*^ caused diverse musical instruments to be 
beat and blown in all parts of the army. The great bowmen 
amongst the Panchalas, those foremost of men, though brok- 
en,*® returned heroically to the fight, making death their goal, 
The son of Radha, however, that bull among men and scorcher 
of foes, 0 monarcli, in that battle, broke those returned heroes 
in diverse ways. There, 0 Bharata, twenty car- warriors among, 
the Panchalas and more than a hundred Chedi warriors were 
slain by Kama with his shafts. Making the terraces of cars 
and the backs of steeds empty, 0 Bharata,**’®* and slaying the 
oombatants that fought from the necks of elephants, and routing 
the foot-soldiers, that scorcher of foes, viz., the Suta's son of 
great bravery, became incapable of being gazed at like the 
midday Sun and looked resplendent like the Destroyer himself 
at the end^ of the Yuga. Thus, 0 monarch, that slayer of 
foes, that mighty bowman, viz., Kama, having slain foot, 
hprse, car-warriorS; and elephants, stood there on his car, In^ 
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deed, like the Destroyer himself of groat might standing after 
slaying all creatures/^"** the mighty car-warrior Kama stood 
alone, having slain the Somakas. The prowess that wo then 
beheld of the Panchalas seemed to bo exceedingly wonderful,*^ 
for, though thus struck by Kama, they refused to fly away from 
that hero at the head of battle. At that time, the king (Duryo- 
dhana), and Dusejasana, and Kripa the son of Caradwata,” and 
A 5 watthriman, and Kritavarman, and Cakuni also of great 
might, slaughtered the Pandaya warriors in hundreds and thou- 
sands.*® The two sons also of Kama, 0 monarch, — those two 
brothers of prowess incapable of being baffled, —filled with rage, 
slaughtered the Pandava army in several parts of the field.*® 
The battle that took place was dreadful and cruel and tho 
carnage that occurred was very great. Similarly the Pandava 
heroes, viz., Dhrishtadyumna and Cikhaudiii*^ and tho (five) 
sons of Draupadi, filled with rage, slaughtered thy host. Even 
thus a great destruction took yjlace among the Pandavas every- 
where on tho field, and even thus thy army also suffered great 
loss at the hands of the mighty Bhiina.' 


Section LXXIX. 

“Sanjaya .said,— ‘Meanwhile Arjuua, 0 monarcli, having 
slain the four kinds of forces (of tlie enemy), and having ob- 
tained a sight of the angry son of the Suta in that dreadful 
battle,^ caused a river of blood to How there that was tawny 
with flesh and marrow and bones.* Human heads constituted 
its rocks and stones. Elephants and steeds formed its banks. 
Full of the bones of heroic combatants, it resounded with the 
cries of ravens and vultures. Umbrellas were its swans or 
rafts. And that river ran, bearing away heroes like trees along 
its current.® (Fallen) necklaces constituted its assemblage of 
lotuses, and head-gears formed its excellent foam. Bows and 
shafts constituted its fishes; and the crowns of crushed men 
floated on its siufaice,^* Shields and armour were its eddies, 


♦ I confess I do not understand what is meant by Narahhxidmkapa* 
Unim, The version given is offered tentatively.— T. 
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and cars were the rafts with which it teemed. And it coul3 
be easily forded by persons desirous of victory, while to those 
that were cowards it was unfordable,* Having caused that 
river to flow, Vibhatsu, that slayer of hostile heroes and bull 
among men, addressing Vasudeva, said,* — Yonder, 0 Krishna, 
the standard of the Suta’s son is visible! There, Bhima< 
sena and others are fighting with that great car-warrior! 
There, the Panchalas, afeared of Kama, are flying away, O 
- Janarddana P Yonder, king Duryodhana, with the white ' 

umbrella over his head, along with Kama, looketh exceed- 
ingly resplendent as he is engaged in routing the Pancha- 
las !* There, Kripa, and Kritavarman, and Drona’s son, that 
mighty car-warrior, are protecting king Duryodhana, them- 
selves protected by the Suta’s son 1* There, 0 Krishna, Calya, 
well conversant with holding the reins, looketh exceedingly 
^resplendent as, seated on the terrace of Kama’s car, he guideth 
that vehicle U® Bear mo to that mighty car-warrior, for even 
such is the wish cherished by me ! Without slaying Kama 
'in this battle I will never return !'* Otherwise, the son of 
Radha, 0 Janarddana, will, in my sight, exterminate the 
mighty car-warriors of the Parthas and the Srinjayas !‘*— 
Thus addressed, Ke(java quickly proceeded on his car against 
thy army, towards the mighty bowman Kama, for causing a 
single combat to take place between Kmma and Savyasachin.** 
Indeed, the mighty -armed Hari, at the command of Pandu’s 
son, proceeded on his car, assuring (by that very act) all the 
iPandava troops.'* The rattle then of Arjuna’s vehicle rose loud 
in that battle, resembling, 0 sire, the tremendous peal of 
Vasava’s thunder.” With that loud rattle of his car-wheels, 
the son of Pandu, of prowess incapable of being baffled and 
endued with imnlcasurable soul, advanced, vanquishing (as be 
came) thy host.'* Beholding Arjuna of white steeds and 
having Krishna for his driver ^us advance, and seeing the 
standard of that high-souled one, the king of the Madras, 
addressing Kama, said,'^ — There cometh that car-warrior hav- 
ing white steeds yoked unto his vehicle and having Krishna for 
his driver, slaying his foes in battle ! There cometh he about 
whetp trhou wert enquiring ?'• Yonder standeth the son of 
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Kuntr, holding his bow Odndiva ! If thou canst slay him to- 
dayvgreat good may then be done to us !‘® He cometh, 0 Kama, 
desirous of an encounter with thee, slaying, as he cometh, our 
chief warriors! He is incapable, 0 son of Radha, of being 
resisted by anybody else! Do thou proceed against that hero 
of Bharata’s race Through fear of Arjuna who is slaying 
large numbers of his foes, there the Dhartarashtra army Is 
speedily breaking on all sides 1*^ Avoiding all our warriors,. 
Dhananjaya advanceth with great speed, for, as I think, an; 
encounter with thee, judging by his form swelling with rage 
and energy !** Blazing with wrath, Partha will not stop from - 
desire of battle with anybody else save thee; especially when 
Vrikodara is being so much afflicted (by thee) !’* Learning that 
king Yudhishthira the just hath been exceedingly mangled and 
made earless by thee, and seeing (the plight of ) Cikhandin, and' 
Satyaki, and Dhrishtadyumna the son of Prishata,*^ and the' 
(five) sons of Draupadi, and Yudhamanyu, and Uttamaujas, 
and the brothers Nakula and Sahadeva,** that scorcher of foes, 
viz., Partha, advanceth impetuously on a single car against 
thee !*• Without doubt, he is advancing with speed against up, 
avoiding other combatants ! Do thou, 0 Kama, proceed against* 
him, for there is no other bowman (among us that can do so).®^ 
I do not behold in the world any other bowman, save thee, 
that would resist the angry Arjuna in battle like the continent 
(resisting the surging sea) 1*® I do not behold any arrangements 
made for his protection, either on his flanks or at his rear. Ho 
advanceth’ alone against thee ! Look after thy success now!*® 
Thou alone art able to encounter the two Krishnas in battle ! 
That business is thine, 0 son of Iliidha 1 Proceed, therefore^ 
against Dhananjaya Thou art the equal of Bhishma, ot 
Drona, of Drona’s son, of Kripa 1 Do thou resist in this great 
battle the advancing Savyasachin Indeed, 0 Kama, slay this 
Dhananjaya that resembles a snake frequently darting out its 
tongue, or a roaring bull, or a tiger in the forest !** There, thoso* 
kings, those mighty car-warriors of the Dhartarashtra army^ 
through’ fear of Arjuna, are quickly flying away, regardless of 
one another.*® Save thee, 0 Suta's son, there is no other man, 
0 hero, that can, in battle, dispel the fears of those retreating 
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combatants AH those Kurus, O tiger among men, obtain- 
ing thee as their refuge in this battle, stand, depending on thee 
and desirous of thy protection Advance against the son of 
Pandu, 0 son of Radha, mustering that courage now with 
which thou hadst in battle vanquished the almost invincible 
Vaidehas, the Amvashthas, the Kamvojas, the Nagnajits, and 
the Gandharas Mustering thy groat prowess, 0 mighty- 
armed one, proceed against Vasudeva of Vrishni s race, who is 
always gratified by the diadem-decked (Arjuna) — 

Hvarna said, — Thou seemest now to be in thy usual frame 
of mind and thou art now agreeable to mo ! Do not, 0 mighty- 
armed one, entertain any fear of Dhananjaya Behold the 
might of my arms today, and behold my skill ! Single-handed, 
I will today destroy the mighty host of the Pandavas, as also 
those two lions among men, viz., the two Krishnas ! I say 
this truly unto thee I will never return from the field today 
without slaying those two heroes ! Or, slain by those two, I 
shall today sleep on the field of battle ! Victory is uncertain in 
battle Slaying or slain, I shall today achieve my purpose !** — 
“ ‘Galya said, — All great car-warriors, 0 Kama, say that 
this foremost of car-warriors, (viz., Arjuna), even when alone, 
is invincible ! When, again, ho is protected by Krishna, who 
will venture to vanquish him — 

“ ‘Kama said, — As far as I have heard, such a superior car- 
warrior hath never been born on Earth ! Behold my prowess, 
jsince I will contend in battle with even that Partha who is 
such This prince of Kuril s line, this foremost of car- warriors, 
. careers in battle, borne by his steeds white in hue ! Perhaps, 
he will despatch me to Yaina’s abode today. Know, however, 
that with Kama’s death, tlicse all will be exterminated P** 
The two arms of this prince are never covered with sweat. 
They never tremble. They are massive and covered with cica- 
trices. Firm in the use of weapons, he is possessed of great 
skill and endued with great lightness of hands. Indeed, there 
is no warrior equal to the son of Pandu He taketh a large 
number of arrows and shooteth them as if they were one. 


^ Refeninf to the Kuril arru}'.— -T. 
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Quickly fixing them on the bow-string, he propelleth them 
to the distance of two miles. They always fell on the foe. 
What warrior is there on Earth that is equal to him ?*• That 
Aiiratha, endued with great activity, with Krishna as his ally, 
gi*atified the god Agni at Khandava. There, on that occasion, 
the high-souled Krishna obtained his discus, and Savjasachin, 
the son of Pandu, obtained his bow Gandiva^"^ There that 
niighty-armed one, endued with might that knows no decay, 
also obtained his terrible ear unto which are yoked those white 
steeds, as also his two great celestial and inexhaustible quivers, 
and many celestial weapons, from the god of fire.^* In the 
region of Indra he obtained his conch Devadatta and slew 
innumerable Daily as, and all the Kalakeyas. Who is there 
on Earth that is superior to him Possessed of greatness 
of soul, he gratified Maluideva himself in fair fight, and 
obtained from him the terrible and mighty weapon Fdgupatcc 
that is capable of destroying the throe worlds.^^ The several 
Regents of the world, united together, gave him their weapons 
of immeasurablo energy, with which that lion among men 
quickly destroyed iu battle those united Asuvas, viz., the 
Kalakhanjas,®* So also, in Virata’s city, having on a single 
car vanquished all of us, he snatched from us that wealth of 
kino and took from all the foremost of car- warriors (portions of) 
their garments.®* Challenging that foremost ot Ivshatriyas, 
that hero having him of Vrishni’s raco lor his ally, that warrior 
who is endued with such energy and such attributes, I regard 
myself, 0 Galya, to be the foremost of persons in all the world 
in point of courage He is, again, protected by that Kc(;ava 
of infuriate energy, who is Narjiyana hiinsclf and who is with- 
out a rival, that high-soulcd Vasiuleva, that over-victorious 
Vishnu armed with conch, discus, and mace, whose attributes all 
the worlds, united together, cannot (in narrating) exhaust in ten 
thousand years. Beholding the two Krishnas together on the 
safne car, fear entereth my heart together with courage.^® 


* Some of the Bengal texts read Jayate-asaddhyasancha. Tlie unpro- 
noimced a before the h:3t word is the negative particle. The sense seema 
to be that although Kama is not wanting in courage, yet fear also enters 
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jSrtha Is the foremost of all bowmen, while Narayana is 
unrivalled in encounters with the discus. Even such are Vasu^ 
deva, and the son of Fandu ! Indeed, the mountains of Hima* 
vat may move from tho spot were they stand, but not the two 
Krishnas !** Both of them are heroes, possessed of great 
skill, firm in the use of weapons, and mighty car-warriora. 
Both of them have adamantine frames. Who else, 0 Calya, 
save myself, would proceed against Phalguna and Vasudeva 
that arc even such Tho desire cherished by me today, viz., 
a battle with tho son of Panda, 0 ruler of the Madras, will be 
fulfilled without delay ! Soon will that wonderful and un^ 
rivalled and beautiful battle take place ! Either I will over* 
throw those two in battle today, or the two Krishnas will today 
overthrow me 1” — Saying these words unto Calya, Kama, 
that slayer of foes, began to utter loud roars in that battle, 
like those of the clouds, Approaching then thy son, that fore- 
most one among tho Kurus, and saluted respectfully by him, 
Kama said unto that prince** as also unto those two mighty- 
armed warriors, viz., Kripa and the Bhoja chief Kritavarman, 
and the ruler of the Gandharas with his son, and the precep- 
tor's son, and his own younger brother, and all the foot-soldiers- 
and horsemen and elephant-riders, these words,*® viz., — Rush 
towards Achyuta and Arjuna and close up their path all around, 
and cause them to be tired with exertion, so that, ye lords of 
Earth, I may easily slay those two after ye all will have mangled* 
them deeply — Saying, — So be it! — those foremost of heroes, 
desirous of slaying Arjuna, speedily proceeded against him. 
Those mighty car-warriors then, obeying the behest of Kama, 
began to strike Dhananjaya with innumerable arrows in that 
battle.** Like the great ocean containing a vast quantity of 
water receiving all rivers male and female, Arjuna received all 
those warriors in battle.** His foes could not notice when, 
ho fixed his excellent arrows on the bowstring and when he 
let them off. All that could be seen was that men and 
steeds and elephants, pierced with the arrows sped by Dhanan- 


hia heart. His^s a mixed feeling at sight of the two Krishnas on the 
same car,— T. 
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jaya, continually fell down, deprived of life.** Like men with 
diseased eyes that are unable to gaze at the Sun, the Kau- 
ravas on that occasion could not gaze at Jay a who seemed 
to be possessed of the energy of the all-destroying Sun that 
rises at the end of the Yuga, having arrows for his rays, and 
Odndiva for his beautiful circular disc.** Smiling the while, 
Fartha with his own showers of arrows cut off the excellent 
arrows sped at him by those mighty car- warriors. In return, 
he struck them with innumerable arrows, drawing his bow Odn-' 
diva to a complete circle.*® As the Sun of fierce rays between 
the months of Jaishtha and Ashdra easily drieth up the 
waters (of the Earth), even so Arjuna, baffling the arrows 
of his foes, consumed thy troops, O king of kings Then 
Kripa, and the chief of the Bhojas, and thy son himself, 
shooting showers of shafts, rushed towards him. Drona’s son 
also, that mighty car- warrior, rushed towards him, shooting hia 
shafts. Indeed, all of them rained their arrows on him, like 
the clouds pouring torrents of rain on a mountain.®* The son 
of Panda, however, with great activity and speed, cut off 
with his own shafts those excellent arrows sped at him with 
great care in that dreadful battle by those accomplished war- 
riors desirous of slaying him, and pierced the chest of each 
of his adversaries with three shafts.*® Having arrows for his 
fierce rays, the Arjuna-sun, with Gdndiva drawn to its fullest 
stretch constituting his corona, looked resplendent, as he scorched 
his foes, like the Sun himself between the months of Jaishtha 
and Ashdra, within his bright corona.’'® Then Drona’s son 
pierced Dhananjaya with ten foremost of shafts, and Ke5ava 
with three, and the four steeds of Dhananjaya with four, and 
showered many shafts on the Ape on Arjuna’s bannor.’^^ For 
all that, Dhananjaya cut off the full-drawn bow in his adver- 
sary’s hand with three shafts, the head of his driver with a 
razor-faced arrow, and his four steeds with four other shafts, 
felling last from his enemy’s car his standard with three other 
arrows.^* The son of Drona then, filled with wrath, took up 
another costly bow, bright as the body of Takshaka, and 
decked with gems and diamonds and gold, and resembling a 
BiighlJy snake caught from the foot of a mountain/® String-. 
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ing that bow as he stood on the Earth, and bringing out 
one after another shafts and weapons, Drona’s son, that warrior 
who excelled in many accomplishments, began to afflict those 
two unvanquishod and foremost of men and pierce them from, 
a near point with many shafts.’* Then those mighty car-war- 
riors, viz., Kripa and Bhoja and thy son standing at the van 
of battle, fell upon and shrouded that bull among the Pandavas, 
shooting showers of shafts, like the clouds shrouding the dis- 
peller of darkness.’* Possessed of prowess equal to that of 
the thousand-armed (Karttaviryya), Partha then showered his 
shafts on Kripa’s bow with arrow fixed on it, his steeds, his 
standard, and his driver, like the wielder of the thunder in 
days of yore showering his shafts on (the Vali.’* His 

weapons destroyed by Partha s shafts, and his standard also 
having been crushed in that groat battle, Kripa was afflicted 
with as many thousands of arrows by Arjiina as Ganga's son 
Bhishma before them (viz., on the day of his fall) by the same 
diadem- decked warrior.” The valiant Partha then, with his 
shafts, cut off the standard and the bow of thy roaring son, 
Destroying next the handsome steeds of Kritavarman, he cub 
off the latter’s standard as well,’* He then began to destroy 
with great speed the elephants of the hostile force, as also 
its cars with their steeds and drivers and bows and standards. 
Thereupon that vast host of thine broke into a hundred parts 
like an embankment washed off by the waters.’^ Then Ketjava, 
quickly urging Arjuna’s car, placed all his afflicted foes on his 
right side.*® Thou other warriors, desirous of an encounter, 
with their well-equipb cars bearing lofty standards, followed 
Dhananjaya who was proceeding with great speed like Indra 
proceeding for the slangther of Vritra.*^ Then those mighty 
car-warriors, viz,, Cikhandin and Satyaki and the twins, pro- 
ceeding in the direction of Dhananjaya, checked those foes and, 
piercing them with keen arrows, uttered terrible roars.** Then 
the Kuru heroes and the Srinjayas, encountering one another 
with rage, slew one another with straight shafts of great energy, 
like the Asttras and the celestials in days of yore in great 
battle.** Elephant-warriors and horsemen and car-warriors,— 
all chastisers of foes, --inspired with desire of victory or Imv 
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patient of proceeding to heaven, fell fast on the field. Uttering 
loud shouts, they pierced one another vigorously with well* 
short arrows.** In consequence of those high-souled Avarriors 
of jgreat courage shooting their arrows at one another in that 
dreadful battle and by that means causing a darkness there, 
the points of the compass, cardinal and subsidiary, became 
enveloped in gloom and the very effulgcuco of the Sun became 
totally shrouded.’ 


Section LXXX. 

‘^Sanjaya said — 'Then, 0 king, Dhananjaya, desirous of 
rescuing Kunti s son Bhima who, assailed by many foremost 
of warriors of the Kuru army, seemed to sink (under that: 
attack), ‘ avoided, 0 Bharata, the troops of the Suta’s sou and 
began, with his shafts, to despatch those hostile heroes (that 
were opposed to Bhima) to the regions of doath.*’'^ Successive 
showers of Arjuna’s shafts wore seen overspread on the sky, 
Avhile others were seen to slay thy army.® Filling the welkin 
with his shafts that resembled dense flights of feathery creatures, 
Dhananjaya, 0 monarch, at that time, became the very Des- 
troyer unto the Kurus.* With his broad headed arrows, and 
those equipt with heads flat and sharp as razors, and cloth- 
yard shafts of bright polish, Partha mangled the bodies of his 
foes and cut off their heads.® The field of battle became strewn 
with falling and fallen warriors, some with bodies cut and 
mangled, some divested of armour, and some deprived of heads.® 
Like the great Vaitarani (separating the regions of life from 
those of the dead), the field of battle, 0 king, became uneven 
and impassable and unsightly and terrible, in consequence of 
steeds and cars and elephants, which, struck with Dliananjaya’s 
shafts, were mangled and pierced and crushed and cut ofl in 
diverse ways.*^"* The Earth was also cevered with broken 


^ The first word of 2 is Visrijya and not Vimridi/a as read in many 
texts. Avoiding Kama’s division, Arjuna despatched the assailants of 
Bhi^a who seemed to sink under the pressure brought to bear upon him* 
This seejps to be the plain sense of the passage.— T. 
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^shafts and wheels and axles, and with cars that were steedlesa 
•or that had their steeds and others that were driverless or 
that had their drivers.® Then four hundred well-trained and 
over furious elephants, excited with wrath, and ridden by war- 
riors cased in mail of golden hue and adorned with ornaments 
of gold, and urged by fierce guides with pressure of heels 
and toes, fell down, struck by the diadem-decked Arjuna with 
his shafts, like loosened summits, peopled with living creatures, 
of gigantic raountains.*®““ Indeed, the Earth became covered 
•with (other) huge elephants struck down by Dhananjaya with 
his arrows.** Like the Sun piercing through masses of clouds, 
Arjuna’s car passed through dense bodies of elephants with juicy 
secretions flowing adown their bodies and looking like masses 
of clouds.*® Phalguna caused his track to be heaped up with 
slain elephants and men and steeds, and with cars broken in 
diverse ways, and with lifeless heroes deprived of weapons and 
engines and of armour, as also with arms of diverse kinds 
loosened from hands that held them.*^ The twang of Gandiva 
became tromondoiisly loud, like the peal of thunder in the wel- 
kin.*® The (Dhartarashtra) army then, smitten with the shafts 
of Dhananjaya, broke, like a large vessel on the bosom of the 
ocean, violently lashed by the tempest.’* Diverse kinds of 
fatal shafts, sped from Gdndiva, and resembling burning brands 
and meteors and thunder-bolts, burnt thy army.'^ That mighly 
host, thus alHictod with Dhananjaya’s shafts, looked beautiful 
like a blazing forest of bamboos on a mountain in the night.*® 
Crushed and burnt and thrown into confusion, and mangled and 
massacred by the diadem-decked Arjuna with his arrows, that 
host of thine then fled away on all sides.*® Indeed, the Kauravas, 
burnt by Savyasachin, dispersed on all sides, like animals in the 
great forest frightened at a forest-conflagration.*® The Kuru host 
then (that had assailed Bhimasena), abandoning that mighty- 
armed hero, turned their faces from battle, filled with anxiety,** 
After the Kurus had been routed, the unvanquished Vibhatsu, 
approaching Bhimasena, stayed there for a moment.** Having 
met Bhim4 and held a consultation with him, Phalguna in- 
formed his brother that the arrows had been extracted from 
YudUishthiras body and that the latter wa§ perfectly 
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With Bhimasena’s leave, Dhananjaya then proceeded (once 
more against his foes), causing the Earth and the welkin, O 
Bh^rata, to resound with the rattle of his car.®* He was then- 
surrounded by ten heroic and foremost of warriors, viz., thy 
sons, all of whom were Dusc^asana’s juniors in age.“ Afflicting 
Arjuna with their shafts like hunters afflicting an elephant 
with burning brands, those heroes, with outstretched bows, 
seemed to dance, 0 Bharata, (on their cars).®' The stayer of 
Madhu then, guiding his car, placed all of them to his right. 
Indeed, he expected that Arjuna would very soon send all of 
them to Yama’s presence.®® Beholding Arjuna’s car proceeding 
in a different direction, those heroes rushed towards him. Soon, 
however, Partha, with a number of cloth-yard shafts and cre- 
scent-shaped arrows, cut off their standards and steeds and bows 
and arrows, causing them to fall down on the Earth. Then with 
some broad-headed arrows he cut olf and felled their heads 
decked with lips bit and eyes blood-red in rage. Those faces 
looked beautiful like an assemblage of lotuses.®®*®” Having slain 
those ten Kauravas cased in golden mail, with ten broad-headed 
shafts endued great impetuosity and equipt with wings of gold, 
that slayer of foes, viz., Arjuna, continued to proceed.’ 


Section LXXXI. 

“Sanjaya said, — ‘Meanwhile ninety Kaurava car-warriors 
rushed for battle against the ape-bannered Arjuna who was 
advancing, borne by his steeds of exceeding fleetness.® ^hose 
tigers among men, having sworn a terrible oath about the other 
world,* eneompassed that tiger among men, viz., Arjuna.® 
Krishna, however, (without minding those warriors), urged the 
white steeds of Aijuna, endued with great speed and adorned 
with ornaments of gold and covered with net-works of pearls, 
towards Kama’s car.® Those ninety /Scijnsapt tte cars pursued 
Dhananjaya, that slayer of foes, pouring upon him showers of 


• Such as— “May we sink in ever-lasting Lell if we fly away from 
Arjuna Vide the oath of the Samsaplaias in the beginning of Drom 
PwvQt,—T, 
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shafts, as he proceeded towards Kama’s car.* Then Arjuna, wllS 
his keen shafts, cut off those ninety assailants endued with 
great activity, along with their drivers and bows and standards.* 
Slain by the diadem-decked Arjuna with diverse kinds of shafts, 
they fell down like Siddhas falling down, with their cars, from 
heaven upon the exhaustion of their merits.* After this, many 
Kauravas, with cars and elephants and steeds, fearlessly ad- 
vanced against that foremost one of Kuril's race, that chief of 
the Bharatas, viz., Phalguna,’ That large force of thy sons, 
teeming with struggling men and steeds, and swelling with 
foremost of elephants, then encompassed Dnananjaya, checking 
his further progress.® The mighty Kanrava bowmen shrouded 
that descendant of Kuril’s race with darts and swords and lances 
and spears and maces and scimitars and arrows.® Like the Sun 
destroying the darkness with his rays, the son of Pandu des- 
troyed with his own shafts that shower of weapons overspread in 
the welkin.*® Then a force of Mlecchas riding thirteen hundred 
ever* infuriate elephants, at the command of thy son, assailed 
Pfirtha in the flank.” With barbed arrows and Ndlikas and 
cloth-yard shafts and lances and spears and darts and Kam^m- 
nets and short arrows, they afflicted Partha on his car.** That 
matchless shower of weapons, some of which were hurled by 
the elephants with their tusks, Phalguna cut off with his broad- 
headed shafts and crescent-shaped arrows of great keenness.” 
With excellent arrows of diverse kinds, he struck all those 
elephants and tlieir standards and banners and riders like 
Indra striking mountains with thunder-bolts.** Afflicted with 
gold-winged shafts, those huge elephants decked with necklaces 
of gold, fell down deprived of life, like mountains ablaze with 
volcanic fires.** Amid that roaring and shouting and wailing 
army of men and elephants and steeds, the twang of Gdndiva, 
O monarch, rose high.*® Elephants, 0 king, struck (with 
shafts), fled away on all sides. Steeds also, their riders slain, 
wandered in all directions.*’ Cars, 0 monarch, looking like the 
changeful forms of vapour in the sky, deprived of riders and 
steeds, llrere seen in thousands.*® Horsemen, 0 monarch, wan- 
dering hither and thither, were seen to fall down deprived of 
life by the shafts of Partha.*® At that time the might of 
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Arjuna’s arms was seen. (So great was that might) that alone,, 
in that battle, he vanquished horsemen and elephants and car- 
warriors (that had been assailing him from every side).*® Then 
Bhimasena, beholding the diadem-decked Phalguna encom- 
passed, 0 bull of Bharata’s race, by a large (Kaurava) host 
consisting of three kind« of forces,** abandoned the small un* 
slaughtered remnant of the Kaurava car-warriors with whom 
he had been engaged, and rushed impetuously, 0 king, to the 
spot where Dhananjaya’s car was.** Meanwhile the Kaurava 
force that still remained after the heavy slaughter, exceedingly 
weakened, fled away. Bhima (as already said), beholding Arjuna, 
proceeded towards his brother,*^ The unfatigued Bhiraa, armed 
with a mace, destroyed, in that battle, the portion that still re- 
mained, after the greater part had been slaughtered by Arjuna, 
of the Kaurava horse possessed of great might.** Fierce as 
the death-night, subsisting upon men and elephants and steeds 
as its food, and capable of crushing walls and mansions and 
gates of cities, that exceedingly terrible mace of his, Bhima 
made incessantly to descend on men and elephants and steeds 
around him. That mace, 0 sire, slew numberless steeds and 
riders.®*'*® With that mace the son of Pandu crushed men and 
steeds cased in steel armour. Struck therewith, they fell down 
with great noise.*^ Biting the earth with their teeth, and 
bathed in blood, these, with the crowns of their heads and bows 
and lower limbs crushed, laid themselves down on the field, 
supplying all carnivorous creatures with food.** Satiated with 
blood and flesh and marrow, and eating bones as well, that rnace 
(of Bhimasena) became, like the doatb-night, difficult of being 
gazed at.** Having slain ten thousand horse and numerous foot, 
Bhima ran hither and thither in rage, armed with his mace.*® 
Then, 0 Bharata, thy troops, beholding Bhima mace in hand, 
thought that Yama himself, armed with his fatal bludgeon, was 
in their midst.** The son of Paudu ther, excited with rage, and 
resembling an infuriate elephant, penetrated into the elephant 
division (of the Kauravas), like a Makara entering the ocean.** 
Having, with his formidable mace, penetrated into that ele^* 
phant division, the enraged Bhima, within a very short time, 
despatched H to Yama s abode.** We Iheu beheld those in- 
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furiate elephants with spiked plates on their bodies, falling oil 
every side, with their riders and standards, like winged moun- 
tains.** Having destroyed that elephant division, the mighty 
Bhimasena, once more riding on his car, followed Arjuna in 
his rear.” That great host, thus slaughtered, filled with cheer- 
lessness and about to fly away, stood almost inactive, 0 mon- 
arch, assailed on all sides with weapons.” Beholding that host 
looking humble and standing inactive, and almost motionles, 
Arjuna covered it with life-scorching shafts,*'^ Men and steeds 
and elephants, pierced in that battle with showers of shafts by 
the wielder of Gandiva, looked beautiful like Kadamva flowers 
with their filaments.®* Thus struck with Arjuna’s shafts that 
quickly slew men and steeds and cars and elephants, loud wails, 
O king, arose from the Kuril army.®® With cries of Oh and 
Alas, and exceedingly frightened, and huddling close to one 
another, thy army began to turn round with great speed.*® 
The battle, however, continued between the Kurus and the 
Pandavas of great might. There was not a single car-warrior 
or horseman or elephant-warrior or steed or elephant that was 
unwounded.*‘ Their coats of mail pierced with shafts and 
themselves bathed in blood, the troops looked blazing like a 
forest of flowering Afo/cas.** Beholding Savyasachin putting 
forth his valor on that occasion, the Kauravas became hopeless 
of Kama's life.*® Kegarding the touch of Arjuna s shafts to be 
unbearable, the Kauravas, vanquished by the wielder of Odn- 
diva^ fled from the field.** Deserting Kama in that battle as 
they were being thus struck with Arjuna's shafts, they fled 
away in fear on all sides, loudly calling upon the Suta's son 
(to rescue them).** Partha, however, pursued them, shooting 
hundreds of shafts and gladdening the Pandava warriors headed 
by Bhimasena.*® Thy sons then, 0 monarch, proceeded towards 
the car of Kama. Sinking, as they seemed to be, in a fathom- 
less ocean, Kama then became an island unto them.*^ The 
Kauravas, 0 monarch, like snakes without poison, took Kama’s 
shelter, moved by the fear of the wielder of Gandiva,*^ Indeed, 
even as creatures, 0 sire, endued with actions, from fear of death, 
take the sheTter of virtue,*® thy sons, 0 ruler of men, from 
fear of the high-soiiled son of Pandu, took the shelter of the 
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mighty bowman Kama.*® Then Kama, uninspired with fear, 
addressed those distressed warriors afflicted with arrows and 
bathed in blood, saying, -^-Do not fear ! Come to me !**— Be- 
holding thy army vigorously broken by Partha, Kama, stretch- 
ing his bow, stood desirous of slaughtering the foe,** Seeing 
that the Kurus had left the field, Kama, that foremost of all 
wielders of weapons, reflecting a little, set his heart upon the 
slaughter of Partha and began to draw deep breaths,** Bend- 
ing his formidable bow, Adhiratha’s son Vrisha once more 
rushed against the Panchalas, in the very sight of Savyasa- 
chin** Soon, however, many lords of Earth, with eyes red as 
blood, poured their arrowy downpours on him like clouds pour- 
ing rain upon a mountain,** Then thousands of arrows, O 
foremost of living creatures, shot by Kama, 0 sire, deprived 
many Panchalas of their lives.** Loud sounds of wail were 
uttered by the Panchalas, O thou of great intelligence, while 
they wore being thus smitten by the Suta's son, that rescuer of 
friends, for the sake of his friends.* 


Section LXXXII, 

“Sanjaya said, — ‘After the Kurus, O king, had been put to 
flight by the mighty car-warrior Arjuna of white steeds, the 
Suta*s son Kama began to destroy the sons of the Panchalas 
with his mighty shafts, like the tempest destroying congregat- 
ed masses of clouds.* Felling Janamejaya s driver with broad- 
faced shafts called Anj(xlikaSy he next slew the steeds of that 
Panchala warrior. With a number of broad-headed arrows he 
then pierced both Catanika and Sutasoma and then cut off 
the bows of both those heroes.* Next he pierced Dhrishta- 
dyumna with six arrows, and then, without the loss of a 
moment, he slew in that encounter the steeds of that prince. 
Having slain next the steeds of Satyaki, the Suta*s son then 
slew Vi(;oka the son of the ruler of the Kaikayas.* Upon the 
slaughter of the Kaikaya prince, the commander of the Kai* 
kaya division, viz., Ugrakarman, rushed with speed and striking 
Prasena the son of Kama with many shafts of fierce impetu- 
caused him to tremblo,* Then Kama, with three 
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crescent-shaped arrows, cut oflf the arras and the head of his 
son’s assailant, whereupon the latter, deprived of life, fell 
down upon the ground from his car, like a ^ala tree with its 
branches lopped off with an axe.* Then Prasena, with many 
keen arrows of straight course, covered the steedless grandson 
of Cini, and seemed to dance upon his car. Soon, however, 
the son of Kama, struck by the grandson of Cini, fell down.* 
Upon the slaughter of his son, Kama, with heart filled with 
rage, addressed that bull among the Cinis from desire of slay- 
ing him, saying, — Thou art slain, 0 grandson of Cini ! — and 
sped at him an arrow capable of slaying all foes.’ Then 
Cikhandin cut off that arrow with three shafts of his, and 
struck Kama himself with three other shafts. The fierce son 
of the Suta then, cutting off with a couple of razor-faced 
arrows the bow and the standard of Cikhandin, struck* and 
pierced Cikhandin himself with six shafts, and then cut off 
the head of Dhrishtadyumna’s son. The high-souled son of 
Adhiratha then pierced Sutasoma with a very keen shaft.® 
During the progress of that fierce battle, and after Dhrishta- 
dyumna’s son had been slain, Krishna, 0 lion among kings, 
addressed Partha, saying, — The Panchalas are being extermi- 
nated ! Go, 0 Partha, and slay Kama 1^®— Thus addressed, 
the mighty-armed Arjuna, that foremost of men, smiled and 
then proceeded on his car towards the car of Adhiratha’s son, 
desirous, on that occasion of terror, of rescuing the Panchalas 
slaughtered by Kama, that leader of car- warriors.^* Stretch- 
ing his Gdiuliva of loud twang, and fiercely striking his palms 
with his bowstring, ho suddenly created a darkness by means of 
his arrows and destroyed largo numbers of men and steeds and 
cars and standards.** The echoes (of that twang) travelled through 
the welkin. The birds, (no longer finding room in their own 
clement), took shelter in the caverns of mountains. With his 
full-drawn bow, Arjuna looked resplendent. Indeed, as the 
diadem -decked Partha, at that terrible moment, fell upon the 
foe,** Bhimasena, that foremost of heroes, proceeded on his 
car behind ithat son of Pandu, protecting his rear. Those two 
princes thenj on their cars, proceeded with great speed towards 
Karpa, ^encountering their foes along the way.'* During that 
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interval, the Suta’s son fought fiercely, grinding, the Somakas, 
He slew a large number of car- warriors and steeds and elephants, 
an4 covered the ten points of the compass with his shafts,** 
Thiin Uttamaujas and Janarnejaya, and the enraged Yudha- 
manyu and Cikhandin, uniting with Prishata’s son (Dhrishta- 
dyutnna) and uttering loud roars, pierced Kama with many 
shafts.** Those five foremost of Panchala car-warriors rushed 
against Kama otherwise called Vaikartana, but they could not 
shake him otf his car like the objects of the senses failing to 
shake off the person of purified soul from abstinence,*^ Quick- 
ly cutting off their bows, standards, steeds, drivers, and ban- 
ners, with his shafts, Kama struck each of them with five 
arrows and then uttered a loud roar like a lion,** People then 
became exceedingly cheerless, thinking that the very Earth, 
with her mountains and trees, might split at the twang of 
Kama’s bow while that hero, with shafts in hand and touching 
the bowstring, was employed in shooting at his assailants and 
slaying his foes,** Shooting his shafts with that large and 
extended bow of his that resembled the bow of Cakra himself, 
the son of Adhiratha looked resplendent like the Sun, with 
his multitude of blazing rays, within his corona.*® The Suta’s 
son then pierced Cikhandin with a dozen keen shafts, and 
Uttamaujas with half a dozen, and Yudhamanyu with three, 
and then each of the other two, viz., the Somaka (Janame- 
jaya) and Prishata s son (Dhrishtadyumna) with three shafts,** 
Vanquished in dreadful battle by the Suta s son, O sire, those 
•five mighty car-warriors then stood inactive, gladdening their 
foes, even as the objects of the senses are vanquished by a 
person of purified soul.®* The five sons of Draupadi then, 
with other well-equipt cars, rescued those maternal uncles of 
theirs that were sinking in the Karna-occan, like persons 
rescuing from the depths of the ocean ship-wrecked merchants 
in the sea by means of other vessels.** Then that bull among 
the Cinis, cutting off with his own keen shafts the innumerable 
arrows sped by Kama, and piercing Kama himself with ihany 
keen arrows made entirely of iron, pierced thy eldest son with 
eiffht’ shafts.** Thenl&ripa, and the Bhoja chief (Kritavarman), 
atm iby son/ and Kama bimself, assailed Satyaki in retura 
40 
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mth keen shafts. That foremost one, however, of Yadu’s.raco 
fought with those four warriors like the chief of the Baityas 
fighting with the regents of the (four) quarters.*^ With his 
twanging bow stretched to its fullest limits, and from which 
shafts flowed incessantly, Satyaki became exceedingly irresistible 
like the meridian Sun in the autumnal sky.*® Those scorchers 
6f foes then, viz., the mighty car-warriors among the Pandha- 
las, once more riding on their cars and clad in mail and united 
together, protected that foremost one among the Cinis, like the 
Maruts protecting Cakra while engaged in afflicting his foes 
in battle.*^ The battle, fraught with the slaughter of men and 
steeds and elephants, that then ensued between thy foes and 
the warriors of thy army, became so fierce that it resembled 
the encounter in days of old between the gods and the Asuras}^ 
Car-warriors and elephants and steeds and foot-soldiers, covered 
with showers of diverse weapons, began to move from one 
point to another. Struck by one another, they reeled or utter- 
ed wails of woe in affliction or fell down deprived of life.** 
When such was the state affairs, thy son Dus^asana, the 
younger brother of the king, fearlessly advanced against Bhlma, 
shooting showers of shafts. Vrikodara also rushed impetu- 
ously against him, like a lion springing towards a large JBum 
deer.*® The encounter then that took place between those two 
heroes incensed with each other and who engaged in battle's 
sport making life itself the stake, became exceedingly fierce, 
resembling that between Camvara and Cakra in days of old.®* 
They struck each other deeply with shafts possessed of great 
energy and capable of piercing each other's body, like two 
mighty elephants excited 'with lust and with juicy secretions 
incessantly trickling adown their bodies, fighting with each 
other in the vicinity of a she-elephant in her season,** Vriko- 
dara, with great speed, cut off, with a couple of razor-headed 
arrows, the bow and the standard of thy son. With another 
winged arrow be pierced his antagonist's forehead and theft 
(with a fourth) cut off from his trunk the head of the latter’s 
driver.®* ^Prince Buacasana, taking up another bow, pierced 
Vrikodhra with a dozen shafts. Himself holding the reins of 
hU siheds, he once znbre poured over Bhima a shower of straight 
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arrows.** Then Dus9a8ana sped a shaft bright as the rays of 
the Sun, decked* with gold; diamonds, and other precious gems», 
capable of piercing the body of his assailant, and irresistible 
as the stroke of Indra’s thunder.** His body pierced there- 
with, Vrikodara fell, with languid limbs and like one deprived 
of life and with outstretched arms, upon his own excellent car. 
Recovering, his senses, however, he began to roar like a lion.’ 


Section LXXXIir, 

“Sanjaya said,-— ‘Fighting fiercely, prince DusQasana achiev- 
ed, the most difficult feats in that encounter. With a single 
shaft he cut off Bhima's bow, and then with six shafts he* 
pierced his foe’s driver.* Having achieved those feats, the- 
prince, endued with great activity, pierced Bbima himself 
with nine shafts. Indeed, the high-souled warrior, without 
losing a moment, then pierced Bhimasena with many shafts 
of great energy.* Filled with rage at this, Bhimasena, en- 
dued with great activity, sped at thy son a fierce dart. Be- 
holding that terrible dart impetuously coursing towards him 
like a blazing brand, thy high-souled son cut it off with ten* 
shafts shot from his bow drawn to its fullest stretch,*^ Seeing 
that difficult feat achieved by him, all the warriors, filled witfe 
joy, applauded-him highly. Thy son then once more pierced 
Bhima deeply with another shaft.* Blazing with wrath at 
sight of Dus 5 asana, Bhima then addressed him, saying, — 
Pierced - I have been, 0 hero, quickly and* deeply^ by thee ! 
Bear now, however, once more, the stroke of my mace!* — 
Having said this, the enraged Bhima; took up that terriblo 
mace of his for Dusejasana s slaughter. Once more addressing 
him, he saidy — O^thou of wicked soul, I shall today drink thy 
blood lOn the field of battle I* — Thus addressed, thy son sped 
at Bhima with great force aJerco dart resembling Death itself. 
Bhima also, his form filled witk wrath, whirled bis terrible 
mace and hurled it at his antagonist.'* That mace, precipitately 
breaking Dua^asana’s. dart, struck thy son on his head. Ii\^ 

♦ A triplet in. the Beogal texts.— T. 



316 


HAHABHARATA. 


deed, perspiring like an elephant with juicy secretions trickling 
adown his body, Bhima, in that dreadful battle, hurled his 
mace at the prince.^ With that weapon, Bhimasena forcibly 
threw DusQasana down from his car at a distance measured by 
the length of ten bows. Struck with that impetuous mace, 
Dus(;a.sana, thrown down on the ground, began to tremble.^ 
All his steeds also, 0 king, were slain, and his car too was 
reduced to atoms by that falling weapon. As regards Dusgasana 
himself, his armour and ornaments and attire and garlands were 
all displaced, and he began to writhe, afllictcd with agony 
Endued with great activity, Bhimasena then recollected, in the 
midst of that terrible battle and standing as he did amid many 
foremost warriors of the Kuru army, all the acts of hostility (done 
towards the Pandavas) by thy sons.“ The mighty-armed Bhima 
of inconceivable feats, 0 king, beholding DusQasana (in that 
plight), and recollecting the seizure of Draupadi's tresses and her 
disrobement while she was ill,** — indeed, the innocent Bhima, 
reflecting also upon the diverse other wrongs inflicted on that 
princess while her husbands sat with faces turned away from 
the scene, — blazed up in wrath like fire fed with libations of 
clarified butter.**^ Addressing Kama and Suyodhana and 
Kripa and Drona’s son and Kritavarman, he said, — Today I 
shall slay the wretched Dusejasana ! Let all the warriors 
protect him ( if they can ) !*^ — Having said this, Bhima of 
exceeding strength and great activity suddenly rushed, from 
desire of slaying Dusf;Hsana,** Like a lion of fierce impetu- 
osity rushing towards a mighty elephant, Vrikodara, that fore- 
most of heroes, rushed towards Dusgasana in that battle and 
attacked him in the very sight of Suyodhana and Kama. 
Jumping down from his car, ho alighted on the ground, and 
fixed his eyes steadfastly on his fallen foe.** Drawing then 
his whetted sword of keen edge, and trembling with rage, ho 
placed his foot upon the throat of Dus^^ana, and ripping open 
the breast of his enemy stretched on the ground, quaffed bis 
warm life-blood.*’ Then throwing him down and cutting off, 
0 king, with that sword, the head of thy son, Bhima of 
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great intelligence, desirous of accomplishing his vow, again 
quaffed his enemy s blood, little by little as if for enjoying its 
taste. Then looking at him with wrathful eyes, he said these 
words I regard the taste of this blood of my enemy to be 
superior to that of my mother s milk, or honey, or clarified 
butter, or good wine that is prepared from honey, or excellent 
water, or milk, or curds, or skimmed milk, or all other kinds 
of drink there are on Earth that are sweet as ambrosia or 
nectar — Once more, Bhima of fierce deeds, his heart filled 

with wrath, beholding Dus^.asana dead, laughed softly and 
said, — What more can I do to thee ? Death has rescued thee 
from my hands !” — They, 0 king, that saw Bhimasena, while 
the latter, filled with joy at having quaffed the blood of his 
foe, was uttering those words and stalking on the field of 
battle, fell down in fear.*® They that did not fall down at 
the sight, saw their weapons drop from their hands. Many, 
from fear, cried out feebly and looked at Bhima with half- 
shut eyes.** Indeed, all those that stood around Bhima and 
beheld him drink tho blood of Dus(;asana, fled away, over- 
whelmed with fear, and saying unto one another , — This one 
is no human being — When Bhima had assumed that form, 
people, beholding him quaff his enemy's blood, fled away, with 
Chitrasena, saying unto one another , — This Bhima must be a 
lidkshasa /*® — Then the (Panchala) prince Yudhamanyu, at 
the head of his troops, fearlessly pursued the retreating Chitra- 
sena and pierced him with seven keen shafts quickly sped 
one after another,*^ At this, like a trampled snake of groat 
energy repeatedly darting out his tongue and desirous of vomit- 
ing its poison, Chitrasena turned back and pierced tho Pan- 
chala prince with three shafts and his driver with six.*® The 
brave Yudhamanyu then struck off his enemy's head with a 
shaft equipt with goodly wings and an exc( edingly keen point 
and sped with great care from his bow c.rawn to its fullest 
stretch.®* Upon tho fall of his brother Chitrasena, Kama, 
filled with wrath and displaying his prowess, put the Pandava 
host to flight,, at which Nakula rushed against that warrior of 
immeasurable energy.®® Bhima also, having slain there (at the 
very sight of Kama) Ihc Yindictive Uusf^asana, took up a little 
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quantity of his blood, and endued as he was with stentorian 
lungs, said those words in the hearing of all those foremost 
of heroes of the world — O wretch among men, here I drink 
thy life-blood from thy throat ! Filled with joy, abuse us once 
more, saying, — beast, beast , — (as thou didst before) !*• — And he 
continued, — They that danced at us then, saying, — beast, beast, 
— even we will dance at them now, repeating their own words 
Our sleep at the palace at Pramdnakoti, the administration 
of deadly poison to our food, the bites of black cobras, the 
setting fire to the house of lac,®* the robbing of our kingdom 
by gambling, our exile in the woods, the cruel seizure of Drau-^ 
padi s beautiful tresses,®® the strokes of shafts and weapons in 
battle, our miseries at home, the other kinds of suflFerings 
we endured at Virata’s abode,®® — all these woes borne by us 
through the counsels of Cakuni and Duryodhana and* Radha's 
son, proceeded from thee as their cause Through the 
wickedness of Dhritarashtra and his son, we have endured all 
these woes ! Happiness has never been ours !®^ — Having said 
these words, 0 king, the victorious Vrikodam, once more 
spoke these words unto Ke 9 ava and Arjuna.®® Indeed, bathed 
in blood, with blood flowing from his wounds, with face ex- 
ceedingly red, filled with great wrath, Bhimasena endued with 
great activity, said these words : — Yc heroes, that which I had 
vowed in respect of Diis^asana in battle, I have accomplished 
today I will soon accomplish my other vow by slaying 
that second beast, viz., Duryodhana, in this sacrifice of battle ! 
Striking the head of that wicked-souled one with my foot in 
the presence of the Kauravas, I shall obtain peace — Having 
said these words, Bhima, filled with great joy, drenched with 
blood, uttered loud shouts, even as the mighty and high-souled 
Indra of a thousand eyes had roared after slaying (the Asura)- 
Vritra/ 


Section LXXXIV. 

‘^Sanjaya said, — * After the slaughter of Dusejasana, 0 king, 
ten qC thy sons, heroes that never retreated from battle, all 
of Nvliom ^Vore great car- warriors, endued with mighty energy^ 
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and filled with the poison of wrath, shrouded Bhima with 
their shafts.** Nishangin, and Kavachin, and Pa^in, and 
Dundadhara, and Dhanurgraha, and Alolupa, and Saha, and 
Shatida, and Viita vega, and Suvarchasas,® these ten, afflicted 
at the slaughter of their brother, united together and check- 
ed the mighty-armed Bhimasena with their shafts.® Resisted 
on all sides with their shafts by those great car- warriors, 
Bhima, with eyes red as fire with fury, looked resplendent 
like the Destroyer himself in rage.^ Partha, however, with ten 
broad-headed shafts of great impetuosity, equipt with golden 
wings, despatched to Yama’s abode those ten Bharata princes 
decked with golden bracelets,® Upon the fall of those ten 
heroes, thy army fled away in the very sight of the Suta's 
son, afflicted with the fear of the Pandavas.* Then, 0 king, 
a great fear entered the heart of Kama at sight of Bhima’s 
prowess which resembled that of the Destroyer himself unto 
living creatures.’ Then Calya, that ornament of assemblies, 
understanding the state of Kama's mind from a survey of 
his features, addrcs^ that chastiser of foes in words suited 
to the hour:® — Do not be grieved, 0 son of Radha! This 
does not become thee ! Afflicted with the fear of Bhimasena, 
these kings are all flying away Exceedingly pained by the 
calamity that has befallen his brother Dus 9 asana in conse- 
quence of his blood having been quaffed by the high-souled 
Bhima, Duryodhana is stupified !*° Kripa and others, and 
those of the king’s brothers that are still alive, with afflicted 
hearts, their rage quelled by sorrow, are tending Duryodhana^ 
sitting around hiin“ Those heroes, viz., the Pandavas of 
sure aim, headed by Dhananjaya, are advancing against thee 
for battle !** For these reasons, 0 tiger among men, muster- 
ing, all thy prowess and keeping the duties of a Kshatriya 
before thy eyes, proceed against Dhananjaya I*® The entire 
burthen (of this battle) has been placed upon thee by the son 
of Dhritarashtra ! 0 thou of mighty arms, bear that burthen 
to the best of thy power and might In victory there will 
be great fame ! In defeat, heaven is certain !** There, O 
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son of Radha, thy son Vrishasena, filled with wrath at Mght 
of the stupefaction that has overwhelmed thee, is rushing 
towards the Pandavas!“ — Hearing these words of Calya of; 
immeasurable energy, Kama, reflecting, concluded unalterably 
that fighting had become unavoidable.'* Then Vrishasenat 
filled with wrath, and riding upon his own car, rushed towards 
that son of Pandu, viz., Vrikodara, who, armed with his maoe, 
resembled the Destroyer himself with his fatal rod, and waa 
employed in slaughtering thy troops.** That foremost of heroes, 
viz., Nakula, filled with wrath, rushed at that enemy, of theirs, 
viz., Kama’s son, striking him with arrows, like the victorious 
Maghavat with joyous heart rushing against (the Amra} 
Jambha.*’ Then the bravo Nakula, with a razor-headed shaft, 
cut off his enemy’s standard decked with gems. With a 
broad-headed, arrow, he next cut off the bow also of Kama’s 
son, with a golden belt attached to it.** Possessed of mighty 
weapons, Kama’s son then, desirous of showing his regard 
for Dus^asana, quickly took up another bow, and pierced 
Nakula the son of Pandu with many migh^celestial weapons.** 
The high-souled Nakula then, filled with rage, pierced his 
antagonist with shafts that resembled large blazing brand^r 
At this, Kama’s son also, accomplished in weapons, showered 
celestial weapons upon Nakula.** From rage engendered by 
the strokes of his enemy’s weapons, as also from his own res- 
plendence and the energy of his weapons, the son of Kama 
blazed up like a fire fed with libations of clarified butter.** 
Indeed, 0 king, Kama’s son then slew with his excellent 
weapons the beautiful steeds of the delicate Nakula, that were of 
the Vanayu breed, white in hue, and decked with trapjangs of 
gold.** Alighting then ffom his steedless vehicle, and taking: 
up a bright shield decked with golden moons, and armed alsa 
with a sword that waa blue as the sky, Nakula, frequently 
jumping up, careered there like a bird.** Performing divers® 
beautiful evolutions in the air, the son of Panda cut off many 
foremost of men and steeds and elephants. Cut off with' that 
sword, thqy fell down on the Earth like animals cut off in a 
horse-sacrifice by the person appointed to that duty.** Two 
t^ 0 U 3 |i(nd well-trained heroes, delighting in battle, hailing from 
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diverse realms, well-paid, of sure aim, and their limbs smeared 
with excellent sandal-paste, wore quickly cut off by the single- 
handed Nakula inspired with ticaire of victor}’.*’' Then Kama’s 
son,' suddenly advancing with great speed against the rushing 
Nakula in that battle, pierced him from every side with many 
keen arrows from desire of slaying him.** Thus struck with 
shafts (by Vrishasena), Nakula struck his brave antagonist 
in return. Pierced by the .son of Paudu, Vrishasena became 
filled with wrath. Protected, however, in tliat dreadful battle, 
by his brother Bhima, the high-souled Nakula achieved such 
terrible feats on that occasion.*’ Filled with rage, the son of 
Kama then pierced with eighteen shafts the heroic Nakula 
who seemed to sport in that battle, while employed, unaided, 
in destroying the foremost of men and steeds and elephants.** 
Deeply pierced by Vrishasena in that battle, 0 king, Piindu’.s 
son Nakula, that foremost of men, endued with great activity, 
became filled with rage and ru.shcd in l.hat encounter against 
the son of Kama from desire of slaying him.*' Then Vrisha- 
sona poured showers of keen shafts upon Nakula of great 
energy as the latter precipitately advanced against him in 
that battle like a hawk with outstretched wings from desire 
of meat.** Bafiling, however, his antagonist’s showers of 
shafts, Nakula careered in diverse beautiful motions. Then 
Kama’s son, 0 king, in that dreadful battle, cutoff, with his 
mighty shafts, the shield, decked with a thousand stars, of 
Nakula while he was careering with great activity in those 
beautiful motions.’* Without lo.siug a moment, that rcsistei; 
of foes, (viz., Vrishasena,) w'ltb half a dozen sharp lazor- 
headed shafts, then cut off that naked sword, polished and 
keen-edged, made of steel, capable of bearing a groat strain 
and of destroying the bodies of all foes, and terrible and fierce 
as the poison of the snake, of Nakula while he was whirling it 
rapidly. After this, Vrishasena deeply pierced his antagonist 
in the centre of his chest with some woll-iempered and keen 
shafts.’*'** Having achieved those feats in battle that were 
applauded by all noble persons and that could not be achieved 
by other men, the high-souled Nakula of great activity, afflict- 
ed with those shafts, proceeded to the car, 0 king, of. Bhimac 
41 
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iBona.®* The stcedless son of Madri, thus afflicted by Karna'a 
son, sprang upon Bhima's car like a lion springing upon a 
mountain -sununit, in the sight of Dhananjaya,*'^ The high:^- 
Rouled and heroic Vrishasena then, filled with wrath, poured 
his arrowy showers upon those two mighty <ca/r- warriors for 
piercing those two sons of Pandu.*® After the destruction of 
that car belonging to the son of Pandu (viz., Nakula,) and 
after his sword also had been speedily cut off with (Vrisha- 
sena s) shafts, many other foremost of Knru heroes, uniting 
together,. approached the Panda va brothers, and began to strike 
■them with-showers of shafts.*® Then those two sons of Pandu, 
viz., Bhima and Arjuna, filled with wrath, and resembling 
^t.wo fires fed with libations of clarified butter, poured t^rible 
•showers of arrows upon Vrishasena and the other assembled 
warriors around him.*® The son of the Wind-god then, ad- 
dressing Phalguna, said, — Behold, Nakula here is being afflict- 
! The son of Karna is resisting ourselves ! Proceed, there- 
fore, against Karna s son — Hearing these words, the diadem- 
decked (Arjuna) approached the car of his brother Vrikodara, 
Beholding that hero arrived near, Nakula addressed him, say- 
— Do thou speedily slay this one !** — Thus addressed in 
that battle by his brother Nakula standing before 'him, th§ dia- 
dem-decked Arjuna, that formidable hero, precipitately caused 
his ape^bannered vehicle, guided by Ke9ava himself, to be 
driven^ towards Vrishasena.’ 


Section LXXXV. 

“Saujaya said, — ‘Learning that Nakula had been deprived 
of his car, afflicted with arrows and mangled with the weapons 
of Kama’s son, and had his shafts, bow, and sword cut offi 
these eleven formidable resisters of all foes, viz., the five 
heroic sons of Drupada, the grandson of Cini forming the 
sixth, and the five sons of Draupadi, quickly proceeded on 
their loud-sounding cars drawn by bounding steeds, with 
banners AJprving in the air, and guided by accomplished drivers. 
Those wel harmed warriors began to destroy thy elephants and 
ears and men and steeds with shafts that resembled formidable 



KARNA PARrA. 


323 - 

Shades.’** Then Hridika’s son and Kripa and Drona’s son and 
Duryodhana and Cakuni’s son and Vrika and Kratha and- 
Devavridba', — these foremost of Kaurova car-warriors, — speedi- 
ly proceeded against them, armed with their bows and mounted; 
upon their cars of rattle deep as the roar of elephants or the 
clouds.' These Kaurava warriors, assailing those foremost of 
men and first of car-warriors, viz., those eleven heroes (of the 
Fandava army), 0 king, with the mightiest of shafts, checkted 
their progress. At this, the Kulindas, riding upon their elephants 
of impetuous speed that looked like mountain summits and that. 
.were of the hue of newly-risen clouds, advanced against those 
Kaurava heroes.* Well-equipt, and covered with gold, those 
infuriate elephants, born in Himalayan regions and ridden by 
accomplished warriors longing for battle, looked' resplendent 
like doude in the welkin, charged with lightning.* Theprince- 
of the Kulindas then vigorously assailed Kripa and his driver- 
and steeds, with ten shafts made wholly of iron. Struck (in. 
return) with the shafts- of O'aradwat’s son, the prince foil down 
with his elephant on the ground.* The younger brother of: 
that prince then, assailing Kripa’s car with a number of lances 
made wholly of iron and all bright as the rays of the Suit, 
uttered loud roars. The ruler of the Gandharas, however, cut 
off the head of that warrior while still uttering those roars;'' 
Upon the fall of those Kulindas, those mighty car-warriors 
of thy army, filled with joy, blew their sea-born conchs, and* 
armed with bows, rushed against their enemies.* The battlA-. 
then that once more took place between the Kurus on the ono 
side and the Pandas and the Srinjayas on the other, with 
arrows and scimitars and darts and swords and maces and 
battle-axes, became fierce and awful and exceedingly destruc- 
tive of men and steeds and' elephants.’ Car-warriors and steeds 
and elephants and' foot, striking one another, fell down on 
the ground, making the field of battle look like the welkin 
whSti congregated mases of clouda charged with lightning .and 
producing incessant peals of thunder are assailed^ by fierce 
winds from all sides.*® Then the chief of the Bhojas struck 
the huge- elephants, the oar- warriors, the innumerable foot, 
mid -the horse under Catanika, Slarack with Kritavarmaa'* 
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shafts, these soon fell down on the ground.** About this 
time, struck with Agsvatthaman s shafts, three huge elephants 
equipt Avith all kinds of weapons, ridden by accomplished 
warriors, and adorned with lofty standards, fell down lifeless 
on the ground like gigantic clilfs riven by thunder.** Then 
the third brother of the Kulinda chief assailed thy son Duryo- 
dhana with some excellent shafts in the centre of the chest. 
Thy son, however, pierced him as also his elephant Avith many 
Avhetted shafts.** That prince of elephants then, Avith the 
prince on his back, fell down, Avith streams of blood issuing 
from every part of his body, like a mountain of red chalk in 
the season of rains, Avith red streams running adoAvn its breast, 
tumbling down when riven by the thunder of Cachi's lord.** 
The Kulinda prince, hoAvever, having saved himself in time, 
rode another elephant. Urged by the prince, that animal 
assailed Kratha with his driver and steeds and car. Pierced, 
hoAvever, Avith K rat ha’s shafts, that elephant, Avith its rider, 
foil down like a thunder-rivcii hill.** The ruler of the Krathas, 
that invincible car- warrior, hoAvever, struck with shafts by 
the prince born on the mountains from the back of another 
elephant, fell down with his steeds, driver, bow, and standard, 
like a mighty tree uprooted by the tempest.’* Then Vrika 
deeply pierced with a dozen shafts that prince having his 
abode on the Himavat as he stood on his elephant. The 
huge beast quickly crushed Avith his four logs (the Kaurava 
warrior) V^rika Avith his steeds and car.*^ That prince of 
elephants then, with its rider, deeply pierced by the son of 
Vabhru, advanced impetuously against the latter. Vabhrus 
Son, however, that prince of the Magadhas, afflicted Avith 
arroAVs by Sahadevas son, fell down.** The prince of the 
Kulindas then, with that elephant of his Avhich was capable 
of slaying the foremost of warriors Avith its tusks and body, 
rushed impetuously towards Cakuni for slaying him. The 
mountaineer succeeded in afflicting Cakuni greatly. Soon, 
hoAve.ver, the chief of the Gandharas cut off his head.** About 
this time ljugo elephants and steeds and car Avarriors and large 
hands of foot, struck by Oatanika, fell doAvn on the Earth, 
paralA*:sed and crushed, lilsie snakes beat by the tompost tiaused 
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by Garudas wings.*® Then a Kulinda warrior (on the Kau- 
rava side), smiling the while, pierced Catanika the son of 
Nakula with many whetted arrows, Nakula s son, however, 
with a razor-hoaded arrow, cut off from his antagonist s trunk 
his head resembling a lotus.*^ Then Karnas son pierced Cata.- 
nika with three arrows made wholly of iron and Arjuna also 
with as many. And he pierced Bhima with three arrows and 
Nakula with seven, and Janarddana wkh a dozen.** Behold- 
ing that feat of Vrishasena, that achiever of superhuman feats, 
the Kauravas became filled with joy and applauded him greatly. 
Th03% however, that were conversant with Dhananjaya s prow- 
ess, regarded Vrishasena as a libation already poured on the 
fire,** The diadem-decked Arjuna then, that slayer of hostile 
heroes, seeing Madri’s sou Nakula, that foremost of men, 
deprived of his steeds in the midst of all, and beholding 
Janarddana mangled with arrows, rushed in that battle against 
Vrishasena who was then staying in front of the Suta*s son 
(Kama).** Like Namuchi rushing against Indra, Kama s son, 
that great car-warrior, also rushed, in that battle, against that 
fierce and foremost of men, viz., Arjuna, that warrior possess- 
ing thousands of arrows, as the latter advanced towards him.** 
Unsupported by any one, the high-soulod son of Kama, quickly 
piercing Partha with a shaft in that battle, uttered a loud 
shout, like Namuchi in days of old after haying pierced Indra,*® 
Once more Vrishasena pierced Pilrtha in the left arm-pit with 
msny formidable shafts. Piercing Krishna next with nine 
arrows, he struck Partha again Avith ten shafts.®'^ The white- 
steeded Arjuna, having before been pierced by Vrishasena with 
those formidable arrows, became slightly enraged and sot his 
heart on the slaughter of Karnas son.** The high-souled and 
diadem-docked Arjuna then, his brow furrowed from wrath 
with three linos, quickly sped from the van of battle a number 
of shafts for the destruction of Vrishasena in that encounter.** 
With eyes red in wrath, that hero capab e of slaying Yama 
himself if the latter fought with him, then laughed terribly 
and said unto Kama and all the other Kaurava heroes headed 
by Duryodhana and Drona’s son, these words: — Today, -O 
Karna, in thy very sight in this battle, I will despatch the 
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fierce Vrishasona unto Yama's abode with my keen arrows f 
People say that all of you, united together, slew my son, en- 
dued with great activity, in my absence, and while he was 
alone and unsupported on his car ! I, however, will slay thy 
son in the very sight of ye all! Let all the Kaurava car- 
warriors protect him 1 I will slay the fierce Vrishasena I 
After that, I will slay thee, 0 fool, even I, viz., Arjuna, in 
the midst of battle ! Today I will, in battle, slay thee that 
art the root of this quarrel and that hast become so proud 
inconsequence of Duryodhana’s patronage ! Putting forth my 
strength, I will certainly slay thee in this battle, and Bhima- 
sena will slay this Duryodhana, this wretch among men> 
through whose evil policy this quarrel born of dice hath 
arisen — Having said these words, Arjuna rubbed the string 

of his bow and took aim at Vrishasena in that battle, and 
sped, 0 king, a number of shafts for the slaughter of Kama's 
son.” The diadem-decked Arjuna then, fearlessly and with 
great force, pierced Vrishasena with ten shafts in all his vital 
limbs. With four fierce razor-headed arrows he cut off Vrisha- 
sena's bow and two arms and head.®* Struck with ParthaJs 
shafts, the son of Kama, deprived of arms and head, fell 
down on the Earth from his car, like a gigantic ^ala adorned 
with flowers falling down from a mountain summit.*^ Behold- 
ing his son thus struck with arrows and fall down from his 
vehicle, the Suta’s son Kama, endued with great activity and 
scorched with grief on account of the death of his son, quickly 
proceeded on his car, inspired with wrath, against the car of 
the diadem-decked Partha.®* Indeed, beholding his son slain 
in his sight by the white-steeded Arjuna in battle, the high- 
souled Kama, filled with great wrath, rushed against Krishna 
and Arjuna/ / 


* In numbering the verses of this section, 1 have followed neitlier 
the Bengal nor the Bombay edition, although in the Bombay edition 
there are in all 39 verses in this section as shown above. Almost all the 
Bengal texts, so far as this section is concerned, appear to be faulty — T. 




Section LXXXVL 

^^Sanjaya said, — ‘Beholding the gigantic and roaring Earnai' 
incapable of being resisted by the very gods, advancing like 
the surging sea, that bull among men, viz., he of Da^arha'a 
race, addressed Arjuna, saying, *-^That car-warrior having 
white steeds and owning Calya for his driver cometh hither 
with whom thou art to contend in battle! Therefore, 0 
Dhananjaya, summon all thy coolness !* Behold then, 0 son of 
Panda, the well-equipt car of Kama ! White steeds are yoked 
unto it and Kadha’s son himself is the warrior that stands upon 
it !* Teeming with banners and decked with rows of bells, 
it looks like a celestial car borne along the welkin by steeds 
white in hue.^ Behold also the standard of the high-souled 
Kama, bearing the device of the elephant’s rope, and looking 
like the bow of Indra himself that devides the firmament by a 
clear Kne.* Behold Kama as he advanceth from desire of 
doing what is agreeable to Dlmtarashtra’s son, shooting show- 
ers of shafts like the clouds pouring torrents of rain !* There 
the royal^ chief of the Madras, stationed on the fore-part of 
the car, guideth the steeds of Radha’s son of immeasurable 
energy Hear the peal of their drums and the fierce blare 
of their conchs ! Hear, 0 son of Panda, tlie diverse leonine 
roars coming from every side 1* Hear the terrible twang, 
silencing all other loud sounds, of the bow (Vijaya) stretched 
by Kama of immeasurable energy P There, the mighty car- 
warriors among the Panchalas, with their followers, are break- 
ing like a herd of deer in the great forest at the sight of an 
angry lion It behoveth thee, 0 son of Kunti, to slay the 
Suta’s son with every care ! No other person save thee, can 
venture to bear the shafts of Kama !” It is well known to me 
that thou art competent to vanquish in battle the three worlds 
with all their mobile and immobile creatures including the 
very gods and the Gandharvas What need be said about 
battling with that puissant one, when people are incapable of 
even gazing at him, viz., the fierce and terrible I^ana, that 
great god, the threei eyed farviiy otherwise called Kaparddin 
Thou^ however^ had^tj by battle, gratified that god of god^ 



328 


MAHABHARATA, 


himself, that Civa who is the source of bliss unto all creatures, 
that deity called Sthdnii ! The other deities also have all given 
thee boons Through the grace, 0 Partha, of that god of 
gods, that deity armed with trident, slay Kama, 0 mighty- 
armed one, like Indra slaying the Asura Namuchil Let 
prosperity bo ever to thee, O Partha, and do thou obtain 
victory in battle !’** — 

** ‘Arjuna said, — My victory, 0 Krishna, is certain ! There 
is no doubt in this, since thou, O slayer of Madhu, that art 
the master of all the worlds, art gratified with me Urge 
the steeds, 0 nrishike(ja, and my car, 0 great car-warrior 1 
Today Phalguna will not return from battle without slaying 
Kama Behold Kama slain today and cut into pieces with 
my shafts ! Or, 0 Govinda, thou wilt today behold me slain 
with ( Kama’s ) arrows That terrible battle, capable of 
stupifying the three worlds, is at hand ! As long as the Earth 
will last, people will speak of it — Saying these words unto 
Krishna who is never tired with exertion, Partha quickly 
proceeded on his car against Kama like an elephant against 
a rival elephant,^** Once more Partha of great energy said 
unto Krishna, that chastiser of foes, these words, viz., — Urge 
the steeds, 0 Ilrishikeca, for time passeth ! — Thus addressed 
by the high-soulod son of Pandu,®^ Kc^ava wished him victory 
and urged those steeds fleet as thought. Then that car of 
Pandas son, possessed of great speed, soon readied the front 
of Kama’s car/ 


Section LXXXVII. 

“Sanjaya said, — 'Beholding Vrishasena slain, Kama, filled' 
with grief and rage, shed tears from his eyes for the death 
of his soii.‘ Endued with great energy, with eyes red as 
copper from rage, Kama proceeded in the face of his foe, 
having summoned Dhananjaya to battle.* Then those two 
oars, both possessed of solar effulgence and covered with tiger- 
skins, when they came together, looked like two Suns close 
to each other.® Both having white steeds and both crushers of 
foes, those two great bowmen, those two warriors possessed of 
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Solar effulgence, looked resplendent like the Sun and the Moon 
in the firmament * Beholding those cwo warriors that resem- 
bled Indra and Virochana’s son (Vali) carefully preparing for 
battle for the conquest of the three worlds, all creatures 
were filled with wonder.% Seeing those two warriors rushing 
towards each other with the clatter of car-wheels, the twang 
of bows, the sound of palms, the whizz of arrows, and leonine 
shouts, and seeing also their standards, viz., that of Kama 
bearing the elephant’s rope and that of Partha bearing the 
ape, approach each other, all the lords of Earth became filled 
with wonder.*"’ Seeing those two car- warriors engaged with 
each other, O Bharata, all the kings uttered leonine shouts 
and cheered them repeatedly with applause.® Beholding that 
single combat between Partha and Kama, thousands of com- 
batants there slapped their arm-pits and waved their garments 
on the air.® The Kauravas beat their musical instruments and 
blew their numerous conchs ^r gladdening Kama,^® Similarly, 
all the PS^ndavas, for gladdening Dhananjaya, caused every 
point of the compass to resound with the blasts of their trum- 
pets and conchs.*^ With those leonine shouts and the slaps 
on armpits and other loud cries and roars of brave warriors, 
tremendous became the noise there on the occasion of that 
encounter between Kama and Arjuna.*® People beheld those 
two tigers among men, those two foremost of car-warriors, 
stationed on their cars, each armed with his formidable bow, 
each equipt with arrows and darts, and each owning a lofty 
standard.*® Both were clad in mail, both had scimitars tied to 
their belts, both had white steeds, and both were adorned with 
excellent conchs. One had Krishna for driver on his car, and 
the other had Galya. Both of them were great car-warriors and 
both looked alike.** Both possessed of leonine necks and long 
arms, the eyes of both were red, and both were adorned with 
garlands of gold. Both were armed with bows that seemed to 
flash like lightning, and both were adorned with wealth of 
, weapons.** Both had yak-tails for being fanned therewith, 
and both were decked with white umbrellas held over them# 
Both had excellent quivers and both looked exceedingly band- 
some.** The limbs of both were smeared with red sandal-paste 
42 
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and both looked like infuriate bulls. Both were broad-necked 
like the lion, both were broad-chested, and both endued with 
great strength/^ Challenging each other, O king, each desired 
to slay the other. And they rushed against each other like 
two mighty bulls in a cowpen.** They were like a couple of 
infuriate elephants or of angry mountains or of infant snakes 
of virulent poison or of all destroying Yamas.’^ Enraged with 
‘each other like Indra and Vritra, they looked like the Sun and 
the Moon- in splendour. Filled with wrath, they resembled two 
mighty planets risen for the destruction of the world at the 
end of the Yuga.^"^ Both of them born of celestial fathers, 
and both resembling gods in beauty, they were of godlike 
energy. Indeed, they looked like the Sun and the Moon come 
of their own accord on the field of battle.*' Both of them 
endued with great might, both filled with pride in battle, 
■they were armed with diverse weapons. Beholding those two 
tigers among men, those two heroes endued with the impetu- 
osity of tigers, thy troops, 0 monarch, were filled with great 
joy.** Seeing those two tigers among men, viz., Kama and 
Dhananjaya, engaged in battle, a doubt entered the hearts of 
all as to which of them would be victorious.*® Both armed 
with superior weapons, and both well-practised in battle' both 
made the welkin resound with the slaps on their arm-pits.**" 
Both possessed of great celebrity in consequence of prowess 
and might, they resembled the ./I wm Cara vara and the chief 
of the celestials in respect of their skill in battle.** Both 
equal to Kiirtaviryya or Da(;.aratha’s son in battle, both re- 
sembled Vishnu himself in energy or Bhava himself in fight.** 
Both had white steeds, O king, and both were borne on fore- 
most of cars. Both of them, again, had foremost of drivers 
in that great battle.*^ Beholding, O monarch, those two great 
car-warriors looking resplendent on their cars, the bands of 
Siddhas and Ghdranas. that came there became filled with 
wonder.** The Dhartarashtras then, 0 bull of Bharata’s race, 
with their troops, encompassed the high-souled Kama, that 
ornament #f battle, without losing any time.** Similarly the 
Pandavas headed by Dhrishtadyumna, filled with joy, encom- 
passed the fiigh-souled Fartha who was unrivalled in hattle.'* 
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Karna became the stake, 0 monarch, of thy army in that* 
battle, while Partha became the stake of the Pandavas.” The- 
soldiors of both sides were as members of that assembly and 
became the spectators of that game. Indeed, as regards the 
parties engaged in the game of battle, cither victory or defeat 
was certain.** Those two- then, viz., Kama and Arjuna, fop- 
victory or the reverse, began the match between onrselve.s 
and the Pandavas both standing on the field- of battle.*** 
Skilled in fight, the two heroes, 0 monarch, in that encounter, 
became highly enraged with each other and wished- to slay 
each other.** Desiring to take each other’s life, like Indra and' 
Vritra, 0 lord, they faced each other like two mighty comets 
of terrible form.** Then in the sky, differences and disputes, 
accompanied with revilinos, arose among the creatures there, 
O bull of Bharata’s race, on the subject of Kama and Arjuna. 
All the inhabitants of the world, 0 sire, were heard to differ 
amongst themselves.** The gods, the Ddnavas, the Gandhar- 
va$, the Pigdehas, the Snakes, the Rnkshmas, adopted oppo- 
site sides in that encounter between Kama and Arjuna.*’'^ 
The whlkin, O monarch, with all the stars, became anxious 
on Kama’s account, while the wide Earth became so on 
Piirtha’s account, like the mother for her son.** The rivers, 
the seas, the mountains, O best of men, the trees, the decidu- 
ous plants and herbs, took the side of the diadem-decked* 
Arjuna.*’ The Aswras, the Yatudhanas, the Guhyakm, O 
scorcher of foes, and ravens and other rangers of the sky, 
sided Kama.*® All the gems and precious jewels, the four- 
Vedm with the histories as the fifth, the Upavedus, the Upa- 
nishads, with all their mysteries, and the compilations,*' and’ 
Vasuki, and Chitrasena, and Takshafca, andUpatakshaka. and' 
all the mountains, and all the olfepring of Kadru with their- 
children, all the great snakes endued with poison; and the 
Ndgas, took the side of Arjuna.** Airamta and his children; 
the offspring ' of Surabhi, the offspring of Vai9ali, and' the 
these' sided Arjuna. The smaller snakes all sided 
Ka,rna.** Wolves and wild stags and all kinds of auspicious 
animals and bir<ls were, O king, for victory to Partha.** The 
Vaaus, the Maruts, the Saddhyas, the Jiudras, the Vigwe-, 
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devasy and the AgwinSy and Agni and Indra and Soma and 
Pavana, and the ten points of the compass^ became the parti- 
sans of Dhananjaya, while all the 'kdityas sided Kama.** 
The Vai 9 yas, the Cudras^ the Sutas, and those castes that 
were of a mixed origin, all, O king, adopted the side of 
Radha's son,^* The celestials, howeyer, with the Pitm, and 
with all that were numbered with them as also with their 
followers, and Yama and Vai 9 ravana and Varuna were on the 
side of Arjuna. The Brahmanas, the Kshatriyas, the sacri- 
fices, and those gifts called Bakshinas, were for Arjuna.^^ The 
Pretas, the PigdchaSy many carnivorous animals and birds, the 
lidkshasas with all the monsters of the sea, the dogs, and the 
jackals were for Karna.^® The diverse tribes of celestial and 
regenerate and royal liishis were for the son of Pandu, The 
Gandharvas headed by Tnmvuru, 0 king, were on the side 
of Arjuna.^® With the offspring of Pradha and Mauni, the 
several classes of Gandharvas and Apsaras, and many wise 
sages, having for their vehicles wolves and stags and elephants 
and steeds and cars and foot and clouds and the wind, came there 
for witnessing the encounter between Kama and Arjuna.®®"** 
The gods, the DdnavaSj the GandharvaSy the Ndgas, the Yaks- 
JiaSy the birds, the great Rishis versed in the VedaSy the Titris 
that subsist upon the gifts called Swadhdy^^ and asceticism 
and the sciences, and the (celestial) herbs with diverse virtues, 
came, 0 monarch, and took up their stations in the welkin, 
making a great noise.” Brahman, with the regenerate Rishis 
and the Lords of creatures, and Bhava himself on his car, came 
to that part of the welkin.®* Beholding those two high-souled 
onos, viz., Kama and Dhananjaya, about to encounter each 
other, Cakra himself said, — Let Arjuna vanquish Kama !— 
Surya, however, said, — Let Kama vanquish Arjuna !*• Indeed, 
let my son Kama, slaying Arjuna, gain the victory in this 
battle !— Let my son, . slaying Kama, win the victory !®®— . 
Even thus did Surya and Vasava, those two foremost of person- 
ages, who were there and had adopted opposite sides, disputed 
with each%)ther.®’ Beholding those two high-souled ones, viz., 
Kama and Dhananjaya, about to engage in battle, the gods 
and the Asurm adopted opposite sides.®* The three worlds 
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with the celestial Rishis and all the gods and all other crea* 
tures, trembled at the sight.*® The gods were on the side of 
Fartha» while the Asuraa were on that of Kama. Thus all 
creatures were interested in that encounter, siding this or 
that leader of car-warriors, i. e, the Kuru or the Pandava 
hero.*® Beholding the S.elf-born Lord of Creation (viz., Brah- 
man), the gods urged him, saying, — Let, 0 god, the success 
of these two lions among men bo equal 1“ Let not the vast 
universe be destroyed in consequence of this encounter between 
Kama and Arjuna ! 0 Self-born one, say but the word, let 

the success of these two be equal !‘* — Hearing these words, 
Maghavat, bowing down unto the Grandsirc, represented this 
unto that god of gods, that foremost one of all intelligent 
beings, saying,** — Formerly it was said by thy holy self that 
the two Krishnas are always sure to win victory ! Let it be 
'now) as thou hadst then said ! Be gratified with me, 0 holy 
)ne 1*^ At this. Brahman and Icjana replied unto the chief of 
bhe celestials, saying, — The victory of the high-soulcd Vijaya is 
certain,** i. c., of that Savyasachin who gratified the eater of 
sacrificial libations in the forest of Khandava and who, coming 
to heaven, rendered assistance to thee, 0 Cakra !** Kama is 
on the side of the Ddnavas, It is proper, therefore, that he 
should meet with defeat ! By this, without doubt, the pur- 
poses of the gods will be achieved 1*^ One’s own business, O 
chief of the celestials, should always be important ! The high- 
souled Phalguna, again, is devoted to truth and to morality ! 
He must always be victorious, without doubt,** He by whom 
the high-souled and holy god having the bull on his standard 
was gratified, why should not he, 0 thou of a hundred eyes, 
be victorious,*® he, that is, who hath for the driver of his 
car that Lord of the universe, viz., Vishnu himself ? Possess- 
ed of great energy of mind and great strength, Partha is a 
hero, accomplished in arms and endued wii h ascetic merits® 
Possessed also of great energy of body, he beareth the entire 
science of weapons. Indeed, Partha hath every accomplish- 
uiont. He ought to bo victorious, since that would accomplish 
the purposes of the gods.^‘ In .consequence of his greatness, 
Partha transgresses destiny itself, whether favorable or im- 
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favorable ; and when he does so, a great destruction of creatures 
takes place.” When the two Krishnaa are excited with wrath, 
they show regard for nothing. These two bulls among beings 
are the Creators of all real and unreal things.’* These two 
are Nara and Narayana, the two ancient and best of Iti^his, 
There is none to rule over them. Thjey are rulers over all ! 
Perfectly fearless, they are scorchers of all foes !” In heaven 
or among human beings, there is none equal to either of 
them. The three worlds with the celestial Rishis and the 
Ckaranas are behind these two.’®* All the gods and all 
creatures walk behind them. The entire universe exists in 
consequence of the power of these two.’® Let Kama, that 
bull among men, obtain these foremost regions of bliss here ! 
Let him obtain identity with the Yasus or the Maruts 
Let him, with Drona and Bhishma, be worshipped in heaven, 
for Vikartana’s son is brave and is a hero. Let the vfctory, 
however, belong to the two Krishnas !” — After those two 
foremost ones among the gods (viz., Brahman and Igana), 
had said so, the deity of a thousand eyes, worshipping those 
words of Brahman and I(;ana and saluting all creatures, him- 
self said,” — Ye have hoard what has been said by the two 
gods for the benefit of the universe ! It will be even so and 
not otherwise. Stay ye then, with cheerful hearts I*® Hear- 
ing these words of Indra, all creatures, 0 sire, became filled 
with wonder and applauded, 0 king, that deity.®* The celes- 
tials then showered diverse kinds of fragrant flowers and blew 
their trumpets.®* Indeed, the gods, the Ddnavas, and the 
Gandharoas all waited there for witnessing that matchless 
single combat between those two lions among men.®® The two 
cars, 0 king, upon which Kama and Arjuna were stationed, had 
white steeds yoked unto them both. And both had excellent 
standards, and both produced a loud rattle.®* Many foremost of 
heroes, approaching the brave Vasudeva and Arjuna as also> 
Calya and Kama, began each to blow his conch.®® The battle 
then commenced (between the two warriors), inspiring all timid 
persons with fear. Fiercely they challenged each other, like 
, 11 — — - 

^ iitcrally, **walk behind these two.’— T. 
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Cakra and Camvara.** The standards of the two heroes, per- 
fectly bright, looked exceedingly beautiful on their cars, like 
the planets RahiJb and Ketu risen in the firmament at the 
time of the universal dissolution.®^ The elephant s *rope on 
Kama’s banner, looking like a snake of virulent poison and 
made of jewels and gems and exceedingly strong and resembl- 
ing the bow of Indra, looked resplendent (as it waved in the 
air).®* That foremost of apes, again, belonging to Partha, 
with jaws wide open and terrible, and difficult of being gazed 
at like the Sun himself, inspired fear by his formidable teeth.** 
The impetuous Ape on the standard of the wielder of Oandiva^ 
becoming desirous of battle, rushed from his station and fell 
upon Kama’s standard,*® Endued with great impetuosity, the 
Ape, darting forward, struck the elephant s rope with his nails 
and teeth, like Garuda falling upon a snake.®* Decked with rows 
of little bells, hard as iron, and resembling the fatal noose (in 
the hands of Yama or Varuna), the elephant’s rope, filled with 
wrath, closed with the Ape.” Thus in that fierce single combat 
between those two heroes, which was the result of what had 
been settled at the time of the match at dice, their standards 
first battled with each other. Meanwhile the steeds of the one 
neighed at the steeds of the other.®* The lotuseyed Kegava 
pierced Calya with his keen glances. The latter also cast 
similar glances at the former.®* Vasudeva, however, vanquished. 
Calya with those glances of his, while Dhananjaya the son of 
Kunti vanquished Kama with his glances,®® Then the Sutas 
son, smilingly addressing Calya, said, — If Partha by any means 
slays me in battle today,®® tell me truly, O friend, what thou 
wilt do after that ! — Calya answered, saying, — If thou art slain, 
I myself will slay both Krishna and Dhananjaya!®^ — Once more 
the ruler of the Madras said,: — If, 0 Kama, the white-steeded 
Arjuna slays thee in battle today, I myself on a single car, 
will slay both M;adhaya and Phalguna !**— 

^*Sanjaya continued, — * Arjuna also asked Goyinda a similar 
question, Kri^htia, however, smiling, said unto Partha these 
Words of grave import :®® — The Sun himself may fall down 
from his place, the Earth herself may split into a thousand 
' fragments i fire iteelf may become cold, Still Kama will not 
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be able to slay thee, 0 Dhananjaya If, however, any 
such occurrence takes place, know then that the destruction 
of the universe will be at hand ! As regards myself, I will, 
using my bare arms, slay both Kama and Galya in battle P*— 
Hearing these words of Krishna, the ape-bannered Arjuna, 
smiling, replied unto Krishna who was never fatigued with 
exertion, saying,*®* — Galya and Kama, united together, are 
not a match for myself alone, 0 Janarddana 1 Thou shalt 
today, 0 Krishna, behold Kama with his standard and ban- 
ners, with Galya and his car and steeds, with his umbrella 
and armour and darts and shafts and bow, cut into pieces with 
my shafts in battle Thou shalt today behold him with 
his car and steeds and darts and armour and weapons, reduced 
to dust like a tree in the forest crushed by a tusker !*•* To- 
day the widowhood of the wives of Radha s son is at hand ! 
Verily, they must have in their (last night's) dreams seen 
signs of approaching evil, O Madhava !*®* Verily, thou shalt 
today see the wives of Kama become widows,! I cannot res- 
train my wrath at what was done before now by this fool of 
little foresight when he behold Krishna dragged to the a& 2m- 
bly and when laughing at us he abused us repeatedly in vile 
words Today, 0 Govinda, thou shalt behold Kama 

crushed by mo like a tree with its load of flowers crushed by 
an infuriate elephant.*®* Today, O slayer of Madhu, thou 
shalt, after Kama's fall, hear those sweet words, viz., — By 
good IwJc, 0 thou of Vrishni*s race, victory hath been 
thine .'**® — Thou shalt today comfort the mother of Abhiman- 
yu with a lighter heart for having paid thy debt to the foe ! 
Today thou shalt, filled with joy, comfort thy paternal aunt 
Kunti!*** Today thou shalt, 0 Madhava, comfort Krishna 
of tearful face and king Yudhishthira the just with words 
sweet as nectar !' "*** — 


Section LXXVIII. 

“Sanjaya saH — ‘Meanwhile the welkin, filled with gods and 
Nagas and Asurae and Siddhas and Yakahas and with large 
bands of ffand/tarvae and Edhhaaae and Ajpwas, and re* 
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gcneratio Ri^his and r.>yal and birds of nxcolicnt foa- 

ther;i,^ assumed a wonderful aspect.* AH human beings assem- 
bled there behold those beings of wonderful aspect staying in 
the sky, and the sky itself resounded witli tlio voice of musi- 
cal instruments and song and adulatory hymns and laughter 
and dance, and diverse other kinds of charming sounds.® Then 
the Kaiirava and the Pilndava warriors, filled with jo}% and 
causing the Earth and the, ten points of the compass to 
res)und with the voice of musical instruments, the blare 
of con'chs, and leonine roars and the din of battle, began to 
slaughter each other’s foes.® Teeming witli men and steeds and 
elephants and cars and weapons, unbearable to combatants in 
consequence of the falling of maces and swords and darts and 
rapiers, abounding with heroes, and crowded with lifeless 
bodies, the field of battle, crimsoned with gore, looked exceed- 
ingly resplendent.'^ Indeed, the battle between the Kurus 
and the Pandavas thcii resembled that in days of yore between 
the gods and the Asttms, After that fierce and awful battle 
had commenced between Dhananjaya and Adhiratha’s son, each 
of those two heroes, clad in excellent mail, shrouded the ten 
points of the compass and the host opposed to him witli keen 
and straight arrows, A darkness having been caused there with 
the arrows shot on that occasion, neither thy warriors nor 
the enemy could any longer see anything.*'* From fear all 
the warriors there sought the protection of cither Kama or 
Arjuna like rays of light spread out in the welkin converging 
towards cither the Sun or the Moon. The two hemes then, 
each baffling with his own tlie other’s weapons like the 
cast and the west winds encountering each other, ^ looked ex- 
ceedingly resplendent like the Sun and the Moon risen after 
despelling the darkness caused by the clouds and covering 
the welkin. Each having encouraged his troops, saying, — ■ 
Do not fl]f (may ! — the enemy and thy wa -riors stood their 
ground,* encircling those two mighty car-warriors like the 
gods and the AsWms standing around Vasava and Camvara, 
The two armies then greeted those two best of men with tim 

* Gariula and his progeny.— T. 
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ftoimck of drums and other instruments and with leonine roars,* 
at which those two bulls among men looked beautiful >like 
Sun and the Moon greeted \>y rosuring^^loude gathered around*^ 
Each armed with a formidable bow drawn to a complete eircle 
and looldng like a (solar or lunar) corona, those two heroes ot 
great splendour, shooting in that battle thousands of arrows 
that constituted their rays,*® resembled two unbearable Suns 
risen at the end of the Yu;}a for burning 4be entire universe 
with its mobile and immobile creatures. Both invincible, both 
capable of exterminating foes, each desirous of slaying the 
ether, and each displaying his sliill upon the other, ^hose 
two warriors, viz., Kama and the son of Pandn, closed fear- 
lessly with each other in that dreadful battle, like Indra and 
the Jambha. Invoking the migh4Aest of weapons ^then, 

those two formidable bowmen began, with their terrible shafts,** 
to slay innumerable men and steeds and elephants as also to 
strike each other, 0 king ! Afflicted once more by those 
two foremost of men, the troops of both the Kurus and the 
Pandavas, consisting of elephants and foot and horse aixl 
car- warriors, fled away on all sides like other animals in /he 
forest when assailed by the lion. Then Duryodhana, and the 
chief of the Bhojas, and Suvalas son, and Kripa, and the son 
of Caradwats daughter, *“"** — these five great car-warriors, — 
iissailed Dhananjaya and Ke^ava with shafts capable of pro- 
ducing great pain. Dhananjaya, however, with his shafts, cut 
off at the same time the bows, the quivers, the steeds, the 
elephants, and the cars with their drivers, of those warriors, 
and mangling every one of them with excellent sliafts, pierced 
the Suta’s son with a dozen arrows. Then a hundred cars, a 
hundred elephants, and a number of Caka and Tukhara and 
Yavana horsemen, accompanied by some of the foremost com- 
batants among the Kamvojas, quickly rushed against Arjuna 
from desire of slaying him. Speedily cutting off with the 
shafts and razor-headed arrows in his hands the excellent wear 
p jns of his foes as also their heads,**’*’ an^ steeds, and ele- 

’■ I. ■ I . 

^ The lecond line of d and the first of 10, as read in the Bengal textsi 
we incorrect and unmtaning, i adopt the Bombay readings— t, 
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pbante, and' cars, Dhananjaya felled hie contending enemies' 
on the field. Then in the welkin blasts of celestial trumpets* 
were Tblown by the excellent gods. These were mingled withf 
the praises of Arjuna.** Blown by gentle breezes, excellent" 
fibral showers, fragrant and auspicious, fell (upon Arjuna s head). 
Beholding that incident, which was witnessed by gods and men, 
all creatures, O king, were filled with wonder:*®* Otily thy sou 
and the Suta’s son who wre both of the same ophiion, felt 
neither pain nor wonder. Then Drona's son, catching hold of 
Dliryodhana*s handit and adopting a soothing tone, addressed 
thy son, saying,*®— Bo gratified, 0 Duryodhana ! Make peace 
with the Pandavas ! There is no need for quarrel. Fie on war ! 
The preceptor, conversant with the mightiest of weapons and"* 
like unto Brahma itself, hath been slain ! Other bulls among 
men, headed by Bhishma, have also been slain As regards 
myself, I am iinslayablo, as also my maternal uncle. Rule 
the kingdom for ever, (sharing it) with the sons of Pandu 1 
Dissuaded by me, Dhananjaya will abstain. Janarddana also 
doth not desire hostilities.** Yudhishbhira is always engaged 
in the good of all creatures. Vrikodara is obedient to him. 
So also arc the twins. Peace being made between thee and' 
the Parthas, all creatures will be bonefitedi through, as it 
would seem, thy desire !** Let the kings that are still alive 
go back to their homes ! Let the troops abstain from, hosti- 
lities! If thou dost not listen to my words, 0 king, struck 
by foes in battle thou wilt have to burn with grief!** 
Thou hast behold,’ as well as the universe, what has been 
achieved by the single-handed Arjuna decked with diadem and. 
garlands ! The slayer of Vala himself could not achieve its 
like, nor the Destroyer, nor Pracbetas, nor the illustrious king 
of the Yaksluis !^* Dhananjaya, as regards his merits, is even 


» Tn the first line of 19 ; for mpeiu&o,^ the texta^ incorrectly 

read na p^tit &c.— T. : 

,f As the toiichinij of hands was not the custom then, I am inclined 
iiiiiik that Kirani" Rarem &c., means ‘squeezing; his own bands.’ It is 
alipbat a etereotypetl expression for signifying agony. AcwattliiUuau waa 
paiabii to sec the 
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much greater than that.- He will never transgress whatever' 
I say unto him. He will always follow thee 1 Be thou grati-. 
fiod, 0 king, for the benefit of the universe 1** Thou always 
lionorest me greatly. I, too, bear a great friendship for thee ! 
It is for this that I say so unto thee! I shall dissuade Kama, 
also, provided thou art inclined to peace 1*^ Discerning per- 
sons say that there are four kinds of friends, viz., those that 
are naturally so, those tliat are made so by conciliation, those 
that become so through wealth, and lastly those brought under 
subjection by the exercise of power. All these elements are 
owned by thoo with regard to the sons of Pandu.** The 
Pandavas, 0 hero, are naturally thy friends. Obtain them 
again as friends for certain by conciliation. If upon thyself 
being gratified they agree to become friciuls, do thou, 0 king 
of kings, act in that way — Those beneficial words hav- 
ing been said unto him by his friend, Duryodhana reflected 
for soinebiine. Drawing deep breaths, he then, with a cheer- 
less lieart, said, — Ibis as thou, O friend, hast said! Listen, 
however, to the words tliat I would say unto thee The 
wicked-hearted Vrikodara, haviijg slain Dnsc/asana like a tiger, 
spoke words that still dwell in my heart I Thou also hearast 
the same ! How then can there be peace Arjiina again will 
not bo able to bear Kama in battle, like a tempest whose force 
is weakened when encountering fclie mighty mountains of Meru. 
Nor will the sons of Pritha liavo the le.ast confidence in me, 
thinking of the many acts of forceful hostility (done by me 
towards them).®* Nor, 0 preceptors soil of unfading glory, 
doth it behove thee to say unti) Kar/ia now — Ahsf.ain from 
battle ! — Phalgima is exceedingly tired today. Kama will 
soon slay him — Having with humility said these words, 
repeatedly unto the preceptors son, thy son commanded his. 
own troops, -^Juing, — Armed with arrows, rush against and 
slay thc.so Ibos ! Why stand ye inactive T 


Section LXXXIX. 

*‘Sanjaya sigd,- — ‘Then when the blare of conchs and the 
pea! of drums became very loud, those two foremost of nien, 
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both owning white steeds, viz., the Suta s son Vaikartana and 
Arjuna, encountered each other in consequence, 0 king, of 
thy son’s evil policy.* Those two heroes endued with great 
impetuosity, viz., Dhananjaya and Adhiratha’s son, closed with 
each other liko two infuriate Himalayan elephants, both of 
full-grown tusks, fighting with each other for the sake of a 
she-etephant in her season.® Liko a mass of clouds encounter- 
ing another mass, or a mountain encountering a mountain, 
those two warriors, both pouring showers of arrows, encoun- 
tered each other, their bows loudly twanging the while, and 
the wheels of tlieir cars producing a deafening clatter, and 
their bowstrhigs and palms emitting loud sounds.® Like two 
mountains, both endued with tall cliffs and abounding with 
trees and creepers and herbs and both teeming with the diverse 
other denizens that arc natural to them, moving towards each 
other for an encounter, tliose two mighty warriors encountered 
each other, eacli striking the other with mighty weapons.'^ 
The combat between the two heroes became furious like that 
between the chief of the celestials and Virochana’s son in days 
of yore. Incapable of being endured by others and marked by 
a river whose distasteful water consisted of blood, the limbs of 
those two heroes, as also their drivers and animals, became 
exceedingly mangled.® Like two large lakes, both teeming with 
lotuses of diverse kinds and fish and tortoises, and echoing with 
the voices of diverso kinds of fowl, and softly stirrod by the wind, 
approaching each other, those two cars graced with standards 
approached each other.® Both endued with prowess equal to 
that of the great Indra, both resembling the great Indra himself, 
those two mighty car-warriors struck each other with shafts 
that resembled the great Indra s thunder, like the great Indra 
himself and (the Vritra.^ Both the armies consisting 

of cars and elephants and steeds and foot, all cquipt with 
beautiful armour and ornaments and robes and weapons, and 
those also that were in the welkin, were ii. spired with fear 
upon beholding that encounter of wonderful aspect between 
Arjuna and Kama.® Others among the spectators, filled with 
joy and uttering leonine shouts, raised their arms, waving 
tlieir fingers or the pieces of cloth they held, when Arjuna 
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rushed against the son of Adhiratha, from desire of slaughter^ 
like one infuriate elephant rushing against another/ The 
Somakas then loudly shouted to Partha, saying, — Be quick, O' 
Arjuna, go and pierce Kama 1 Cut off his head without delay, 
and (with it) the desire of Dhritarashtra's son for kingdom !*• 
— Similarly many warriors of ours that were there, said unto 
Kama, — Proceed, proceed, 0 Kama, and slay Arjuna with* 
keen shafts 1 Let the sons of Pritha once more go to* the- 
woods for ever !“ — Then Kama first pierced Partha in that 
encounter, with ten mighty shafts. Arjuna pierced him in 
return with ten keen-pointed shafts, shot with great vigor, in 
the centre of the chest,‘* Indeed, the Suta’s son and Arjuna 
then mangled each other with many shafts eqiiipt with goodly 
wings. Desirous of obtaining advantage of each other s luehea 
in that dreadful encounter, with cheerful hearts they rushed 
against each other fiercely/® Rubbing his two arnos and the 
string also of Gdndiva, that fierce bowman, Arjuna, 

then sped showers of cloth-yard shafts, and Ndlikas, and 
arrows equipb with heads like boar's ears and razors, and" 
Anjalikas, and crescent-shaped arrows/^ Those arro'vs of 
Partha, 0 kiiig, spread over the welkin, penetrated into Kar- 
na's car like flights of birds, with heads bent down, penetrat- 
ing in the evening into a tree for boosting there in the night.** 
All those arrows, however, 0 king, that Arjuna, that victor 
over all foes, with furrowed brow and angry glances, sped at 
Kama, — all those successive showers of shafts shot by the 
son of Pandu, — wore cut off by the Suta's son with his own 
arrows.^* The sou of Indra then sped at Kama a fiery wea- 
pon capable of slaying all foes. Covering the Earth and the 
welkin and the ten points of the compass and the very course of 
the Sun with its effulgence, it caused his own body also to' 
blaze up with light.*^ The robes of all the warriors took fire, at 
which they fled away. Loud sounds also arose there like to what 
is heard when a forest of bamboos in a wilderness is on fire.** 
Beholding that fiery weapon acting on all sides, the Suta'sson 
Kama of great valor shot in that encounter the Pdritnctweapon 
for quenching it. That conflagration then, in consequence of 
Kama s. weapon/ became queiicbed/^ A lar^o mass of clouds 
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t|[uickly caused all the points of the compass to be enveloped 
with, darkness. Those clouds whose extremities presented the 
aspect of mountains, surrounding every side, flowed the Earth 
with water.** That fierce conflagration, though it was such, 
was still quenched by those clouds within a trice. The entire 
welkin and all the directions, cardinal and subsidiary, were 
shrouded by clouds.** Thus shrouded by clouds, all the points 
of the compass became dark and nothing could be seen. Then 
Arjuna dispelled those clouds caused by Kama, by means of the 
Vayavya weapon.** After this, Dhananjaya, iiicapable of being 
over-mastered by foes, inspired Gandiva, its string, and his 
shafts, with vmntrm, and invoked into existence another weapon 
that was the favourite of the chief of the celestials and that 
resembled the thunder in energy and prowess.*' Then razor- 
headed arrows, and Anjalikas, and crescent-shaped shafts, 
and Ndlikas, and cloth-yard shafts and those equipt with 
heads like the boar’s oar, all keen and sharp, issued from Gan- 
dim in thousands, endued with the force and impetuosity of 
the thunder** Possessed of gicat might and great energy, 
those impetuous and keen shafts equipt with vulturine feathers, 
piercing all the limbs, the steeds, the bow, the yoke, the 
wheels, and the standard of Kama, quickly penetrated into 
them like snakes frighten by Garuda penetrating into the Earth, 
Pierced all over with arrows and bathed in blood, [the high- 
soulod]** Kama then, with eyes rolling in wrath, **■*• bending 
his bow of enduring string and producing a twang loud as the 
roar of the sea, invoked into existence the Bhargava weapon, 
■Cutting off Partha’s showers of shafts proceeding from the 
mouth of that weapon of Indra (which Arjuna had shot), 
Kama,** having thus baffled his antagonist’s weapon with hia 
own, destroyed cars and elephants and foot-soldiers (of the 
Panda va army). Unable to endure the feats of Arjuna in that 
fierce battle, the mighty car-warrior Karnr did this, through 
the energy of the Bhargava weapon.** Filled with wrath 
and possessed of great activity, the Suta’s son, that foremost 
of men, laughing at the two Krishnas, pierced the foremost of 
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Pilnohala warriors with well shot arrows in that battle.*® 
Then the Panchalas and the Somakas, 0 king, thus afHicted 
by Kama with showers of shafts in that encounter, became 
filled with wrath and uniting together pierced the Sutas son 
with keen arrows from every side.*® Quickly cutting off those 
arrows with his own, the Suta’s son, vigorously agitating them 
in that battle, afflicted with many shafts the cars, the cle^ 
phants, and the steeds of the Pixnchalas.^ Their bodies pierc- 
ed with those shafts of Kama, they fell down, deprived of 
life, on the Earth, making loud sounds, like mighty elephants 
slain by an angry lion of terrible strength.®* Having slain 
those foremost of warriors, those heroes endued with great 
strejigth, those leaders of the Panchala forces who had always 
challenged him (to battle), Kama, 0 king, as he shot his arrows, 
looked beautiful like a mass of clouds pouring torrents of 
rain.®* Then thy warriors, thinking that Kama had won the 
victory, clapped loudly and uttered leonine roars. 0 chief 
of the Kurus, all of them then regarded tlie two Krishnas as 
brought by Kama under his power,®* seeing that valor, in- 
capable of being borne by foes, of tlie mighty car-wa^ ior 
Kama. Beholding tliat weapon of Dhananjaya frustrated by 
Kama in the midst of battle,®* the angry son of the Wind- 
god, with eyes blazing with wrath, began to squeeze his hands. 
Indeed, the wrathful Bhima, his anger being provoked, drew 
deep breaths and addressing Arjuna of true aim, said,®* — How, 
0 Jishnu, could this wretch fallen off from virtue, this Suta's 
son, putting forth liis might in battle, slay so many foremost 
of Panchala warriors, in thy sight ?®’ Before now thou couldst 
not be conquered by the very gods or the Kdlakeyas, Thou 
receivedst the touch of the arms of Sthanu himself ! How, 
then, 0 diadem-decked Arjuna, • could the Suta's son pierce 
thee first with ten long shafts such as are used by car-war- 
riors ?®* That the Suta s son should today have succeeded in 
baffling the arrows shot by thee, seems to me to be very 
amazing ! Recollect the woes of Krishna, and those disagree- 
able, keen, ^and cutting words that this wicked-souled and 
fearless son of a Suta used towards us, viz., Sesame seeds 
vntho'at Icenid /—Recollecting all this, 0 Savyasaebin, quickly 
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slay the wrenched Kama in battle today Wliy, O 
diadem-decked Arjuna, dost thou show such indifference (to- 
wards this act) ? This is not the time for showing thy in- 
difference to Kama’s slaughter ! That patience with which 
thou hadst vanquished all creatures and fed Agni at Khan- 
dava,*‘ with that patience, slay thou the Suta’s son ! I also 
will crush him with my mace! — Then Vasudjva, beholding 
Partha’s shafts baffled by Kama, said unto the former,** — 
What is this, O diadem-decked Arjuna, that Kama should 
succeed in crushing thy weapons today with his ? Why dost 
thou, 0 hero, lose thy wits ? Markest thou not that tlio 
Kauravas, [standing behind Kama], arc even now shouting in 
joy?** Indeed, all of them know that thy weapons are being 
baffled by Kama with his ! That patience with which, Y\icja 
after Fu^fa, thou hast slain persons having the quality of 
darkness for their weapon, as also terrible K^katriyas^ and 
Asuras born of pride, iu many a battle, — with that patience do 
thou slay Kama today ! Putting forth thy might, strike off 
the head of that foe of thine with this Sa^daveana, of edge 
keen as a razor, that I give unto thee, like Cakra striking off 
the head of his foe Namuchi, with the thunderbolt ! That 
patience with which thou hadst gratified the illustrious deity 
Mahadeva in the guise of a hunter, ****® summoning that that 
patience once again, 0 hero, slay the Suta s son with all his 
followers! After that, bestow upon king Yudhislithira the 
Earth with her belt of seas, her towns aiid villages, and wealtli, 
and from off whose surface all foes will have been removed ! 
By that act, 0 Partha, do thou also win unrivalled fame !— 
Thus addressed (by Krishna), the high-souled Partha of exceed- 
ing might set his heart upon the slaughter of the Sutas 
son.*^'*® Indeed, urged by Bhima and Janarddana, and re- 
collecting (his woes), and taking an internal survey of himself, 
and calling to mind the object for which he had come to this 
world, ho addressed Ke<java, saying,*®— I will now invoke into 
existence a mighty and fierce weapon for the good of the world 
and the destruction of the Suta's son 1 Let me have thy per- 
mLssion, as also Brahman’s and Bhavas, and of all those that 
are conversant with BrafuuQ — Having said these words unto 
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•the holy Ke^ava, Savyasachin of immeasurable soul 'bowe^ 
unto Brahman and invoked into existence that excellent and 
irresistible weapon called Brahma which could be applied by 
the mind alone.*^ Baffling that weapon, however, Kama looked 
beautiful as he continued, like a cloud pouring torrents of rain, 
to shoot his shafts. Beholding that weapon of the diadem- 
docked Arjuna baffled in the midst of battle by Kama,” the 
wrathful and mighty Bhima, blazing up with rage, addressed 
Arjuna of sure aim and said, — People say that thou art a 
master of the high Brahma weapon, that mighty means (for 
achieving the destruction of foes)-*^ Do thou then, O Savya- 
Sachin, use another weapon of the same kind ! — Thus addressed 
by his brother, Savyasachin used a second weapon of the kind. 
With that, Partha of abundant energy shrouded all the .points 
of the compass, cardinal and subsidiary,*^ with arrows sped 
from Gandiva tliat resembled fierce snakes and were like the 
blazing rays of the Sun. Created by that bull of Bharata's 
• race, those arrows of golden wings, in hundreds upon hun- 
dreds,” endued svith the effulgence of the Yitr/a fire or the 
Sun, ilia moment shrouded the car of Kama. Thence Hso 
issued long darts and battle-axes and disci and cloth-yard shafts 
dn hundreds, all of awful forms, at which hostile warriors all 
around began to be deprived of life. The head of some hostile 
warrior, severed from his trunk, fell down on the field of 
‘battle.****^ Another, beholding his fallen comrade, fell down 
dead on the Earth, through fear. The (right) arm of a third, 
large and niassive as the trunk of an elephant, cut off (by 
Partha), fell down with the sword in grasp.” The left arm 
of a fourth, cut off with a razor-headed arrow, fell down with 
ithe shield in it. Even thus, Partha, decked with diadem and 
garlands, wounded and slow all the fi>remost warriors” of 
Duryodhauas army with his terrible and death -dealing shafts. 
Vaikartana also, in the midst of that battle, shot thousands 
•of arrows,” These, with a loud whizz, fell upon the son of 
Faiidu like torrents of rain poured from the clouds. Then 
piercing Bhimasena and Janarddana and the diadem-decked 
Arjuna of superhuman feats, each with three arrows, Kama 
of terrible might uttered a loud and awful roar, Struck with 
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Karnar's shafts, the diadem-decked Arjuna, beholding Bhima^ 
smd JAnarddana,**"** became unable to endure (the feats of his * 
antagonist). Once more, therefore, PArtha shot eight and ten 
arrom Piercing the beautiful standard of Kama with one oP 
those arrows, he pierced Galya with four and Kama himseir 
with three.*® With ten other well-shot shafts lie then struck - 
the Kaurava warrior Sabhapati clad in golden mail. Thcreiipaii 
that prince, deprived of head and armS' and steeds and driver 
and bow and standard,** fell down, wounded and dead, from, 
his foremost of cars, like a Qdla tree cut down with an axe. 
Once more piercing Kama with, three, eight, twelve, four, 
and- ten arrows,** PArtha slew* four hundred elephants cquipfe* 
with many weapons, and eight hundred car- warriors, and. 
one thousand steeds with riders, and eight thousand brave 
foot'Soldiers.** And soon Partha made Kama with his driver, 
and car and steeds and standard invisible with straightly cours- 
ing shafts. Then the Kauravas, thus slaughtered by Dhanan- 
jaya, loudly addressed Adhiratha’s son, saying,*^ — Shoot thy 
arrowe and slay the son of Pandu ! Already, he has begun to* 
exterminate the Kurus with his shafts’* Thus urged, Kama, 
with his best endeavours, incessantly shot many arrows,** 
Capable of cutting the very vitals, those blood-drinking t^hafts,. 
v^ell sped by Kama, slew large numbers of the PancLavas and. 
the Panchalas. Thus those two foremost of all bowmen, thoso. 
two warriors of great strength thr%t were capable of bearing; 
all foes,*^ those two hcroos acquainted with weapons, struck; 
the warriors opposed to them as also each other, with many, 
mighty weapons. Then Yudhishthira clad in golden mail, his 
arrows having been extracted, and himself made sound with 
mantras and drugs by foremost of surgeons well disposed 
towards him, quickly came to that spot for witnessing (the 
encounter between Arjuna and Kama). Beholding king Yu- 
dhishthira the just arrived there like the resplendent full Moon 
freed from the jaws of Hahn and risen in the firmament, 
all creatures became filled with delight. Beholding those two 
foremost of warriors, those two first of heroes and slayers of 

* ^ead with a slight variation in the Boniay text.—T, 
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foes, viz., Kama and Partha, engaged in fight, the spectatonS, 
both celestial and terrestrial, restraining the animals they rode 
or that were yoked unto their vehicles, stood motionless. As the 
two heroes, 0 king, struck each other with many foremost of 
arrows, O king, the sounds caused by the bows, bowstrings, and 
palms, of both Dhananjaya and Adbiratha’s son, became tre- 
mendous and their well sped arrows also caused a deafening 
whizz. Then the bowstring of the son of Pandu, stretched 
with force, broke with a loud noise.’®"’* During the interval 
thus offered, the Sutas son pierced Partha with a hundred 
small arrows, keen and steeped in oil, winged with the feathers 
of birds, and resembling snakes freed from their sloughs.’^ 
He then quickly pierced Vasudeva with sixty shafts, and then 
Phalguna again with eight. Surya s son then pierced Bhima 
with thousands upon thousands of mighty arrows.’* Having 
pierced Krishna and Pfirtlia’s standard, Kama felled many 
amongst the Somakas that followed Partha. These, however, 
in return, shrouded Kama with showers of straight shafts like 
masses of clouds shrouding the Sun in the welkin.” Accom- 
plished in the use of weapons, the Suta s son, stiipifying those 
advancing warriors with his shafts and baffling all the weapons 
shot by them, destroyed theirs cars and steeds and elephants.” 
And the Suta s son, 0 king, also afflicted with his arrows 
many foremost warriors among them. Their bodies pierced 
with Kama’s shafts, they fell down on the ground, deprived of 
life and making a loud noise as they fell.’® Indeed, those 
mighty combatants, afflicted by Kama of terrible strength, 
perished like a pack of dogs afflicted by an angry lion. And 
once more many foremost of combatants among the Pancbalas 
and many such (among the Kauravas) fell down after this, 
slain by Kama and Dhananjaya.*® Deprived of life by the 
mighty Kama with well-armed arrows shot with great force, 
many fell down, purging the contents of their stomachs. Then 
thy troops, regarding the victory to be already theirs, clapped 
furiously and uttered loud leonine roars.*‘ Indeed, in that 
dreadful encounter, all of them regarded the two Krishnas to 
have been brought by Kama under his power. Then quickly 
bending his bowstring and baffling all those shafts of Adhi- 
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mtha’s son,®* Partha, filled with rage in consequence of his 
limbs having been mangled with Kama’s arrows, assailed the 
Kauravas. Rubbing his bowstring, he clapped his palms and 
suddenly caused a darkness there with the showers of shafts 
ho shot.®* The diadem-decked Arjuna pierced Kama and 
Calya and all the Kurus with those arrows. The welkin 
having been darkened by means of that mighty weapon, the 
very birds were unable to range in their element, a delicious 
wind then blew, bearing fragrant odors. Laughing the while, 
Partha forcibly struck Galya’s armour with ten arrows.®* 
Piercing Kama next with a dozen shafts, he struck him once 
more with seven. Deeply struck with those winged arrows of 
fierce energy shot with great force from Partha’s bow,®* Kama, 
with mangled limbs and body bathed in blood, looked resplen- 
dent like Rudra at the universal destruction, sporting in the 
midst of a crematorium at noon or eve, his body dyed with 
blood.*®* The son of Adhiratha then pierced Dhananjaya who 
resembled the chief of the celestials himself (in energy and 
might) with three arrows, and he caused five other blazing 
arrows resembling five snakes to penetrate the body of Krish- 
na,®’ Shot with great force, those arrows, decked with gold, 
pierced through the armour of that foremost of beings and 
passing out of his body fell upon the Earth. Endued with 
great energy, they entered the Earth with great force and 
having bathed (in the waters of the Bhogavabi in the nether 
region) coursed back towards Kama,®® Those shafts were fi\'e 
mighty snakes that had adopted the side of Takshaka’s son 
(A<jwasena whose mother Partha had slain at Khandava), 
With ten broad-headed arrows shot with great force, Arjuna 
cut ofiF each of those five snakes into three fragments where- 
upon they fell down on the Earth.®® Beholding Krishna’s 
limbs thus mangled with those snakes transformed into arrows 
sped from Kama’s arms, Arjuna decked with diadem and 
garlands blazed up with wrath like a fire engaged in burning 


^ Rawird mxUiurtaj — certain hours are especially regarded as fierce, 
because appropriated by lidkshasa^ and evil genii for their rounds over 
the world.— T. 
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a heap of dry grass. •• He then pierced Kama in all his vitaP 
limbs with many blazing and fatal shafts shot from the bow- 
string stretched to the very ear. (Deeply pierced), Kama 
trembled in pain. With the greatest difficulty he stood, sum- 
moning all his patience. Dhananjaya having been filled with 
wrath, all the points of the compass, cardinal and subsidiary^ 
the very splendour of the Sun, and Kama’s car, 0 king, all 
became invisible with the showers shot by him. The welkin 
seemed as if it were shrouded by a thick frost.®* Then that* 
slayer of foes, that bull of Kuril’s race, that foremost of 
heroes, viz., Savyasachin, 0 king, soon slew in that battle two 
thousand foremost of Kuril warriors, with their cars and steeds 
and drivers, forming the protectors of Kama’s car-wheels and 
wings and his van-guard and rear-guard, and who constituted 
the very pick of Duryodhana’s car-forcc, and who, urged by 
Duryodhana, had been fighting with great energy.®*''®* Then 
thy sons and the Kauravas that were still alive fled away, 
deserting Kama, and abandoning their dying and the wounded, 
and their wailing sons and sires.®* Beholding himself abandon- 
ed by the terrified Kurus and seeing the space around him 
empty, Kama felt no agitation, 0 Bharata, but, on the othcr^ 
hand, rushed at Arjuna, with a cheerful heart.’ 


Section XC. 

“Sanjaya said, — ‘Flying away in consequence of the falling 
of Arjuna’s arrows, the broken divisions of the Kauravas, 
staying at a distance, continued to gaze at Arjuna’s weapon 
swelling with energy and careering around with the effulgence 
of lightning.^ Then Kama, with showers of terrible shafts, 
batiled that weapon of Arjuna while it was still careering in 
the welkin and which Arjuna had shot with great vigor in 
that fierce encounter for the destruction of his foe.“ Indeed, 
that weapon (of Piirtha) which, swelling with energy, had been 
consuining the Kurus, the Suta’s son now crushed with his 


* In nvmiberiug*the doias of this Section I have followed the Bombay 
edition.— T. 
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shafts winged with gold. Bending then his own loud-sounding 
bow of irrefragable string, Kama shot showers of shafts.* 
The Suta’s son destroyed that burning weapon of Arjuna with 
his own foe-killing weapon of great power which he had obtain- 
ed from Rama, and which resembled (in efficacy) an Atharvan 
rite. And he pierced Partha also with numerous keen shafts.* 
The encounter then, 0 king, that took place between Arjuna 
and the sou of Adhiratha, became a very dreadful one. They 
continued to strike each other with arrows like two fierce 
elephants striking each other with their tusks.* All the poijits 
of the compass then became shrouded with weapons and the 
very Sun became invisible. Indeed, Kama and Partha, with 
their arrowy downpours, made the welkin one vast expanse of 
arrows without any space between.* All the Kauravas and 
the Somakas then beheld a wide-spread arrowy net. In that 
dense darkness caused by arrows, they were unable to see 
anything else.’ Those two foremost of men, both accomplish- 
ed in weapons, as they incessantly aimed and shot innumer- 
able arrows, 0 king, displayed diverse kinds of beautiful 
manoevres.® While they were thus contending with each 
other in battle, sometimes the Suta's son prevailed over his 
rival and sometimes the diadem-decked Partha prevailed over 
his, in prowess and weapons and lightness of hands.® Behold- 
ing that terrible and awful passage-at-arms between those two 
heroes each of whom was desirous of availing of the other's 
laches, all the other warriors on the field of battle became filled 
with wonder.*® The beings in the welkin, 0 king, applauded 
Kama and Arjuna. Indeed, many of them at a time, filled 
with joy, cheerfully shouted, sometimes saying, — Excellent, 0 
Kama ! — and sometimes saying, — Excellent, 0 Arjuna 
During the progress of that fierce encounter, while the Earth 
was being pressed deep with the weight of cars and the tread of 
steeds and elephants, the snake A^wasena, wi o was hostile to 
Arjuna, was passing his time in the nether region.^* Freed 
from the conflagration at KhAndava, O king, he had, from 
anger, penetrated through the Earth (for going to the subterr- 
Auean region). That brave snake, recollecting the death of his 
mother and the enmity he on that account harboured against 
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Arjuna, now rose from the lower region. Endued with the 
power of ascending the skies, he soared up with great speed 
upon beholding that fight between Kama and Arjuna/* 
Thinking that that was the time for gratifying his animosity 
towards, as he thought, the wicked-souled Partha, he quickly 
entered into Kama's quiver, 0 king, in the form of an arrow.** 
At that time a net of arrows was seen, shedding its bright 
arrows around. Kama and Partha made the welkin one dense 
mass of arrows by means of their arrowy downpours.** Behold- 
ing that wide-spread expanse of arrows, all the Kauravas and 
the Somakas became filled with fear. In that thick and awful 
darkness caused by arrows they were unable to see anything 
else.** Then those two tigers among men, those two foremost 
of all bowmen in the world, those two heroes, fatigued with 
their exertions in battle, looked at each other.*’ Both of them 
were then fanned with excellent and waving fans made of 
young (palm) leaves and sprinkled with fragrant sandal-water 
by many Apmvas staying in the welkin. And Cakra and 
Surya, using their hands, gently brushed the faces of those two 
heroes.** When at last Kama found that he could not prevail 
over Partha and when he was exceedingly scorched with the 
shafts of the former, that hero, his limbs very much mangled, 
set his heart upon that shaft of his which lay singly within 
a quiver.** The Suta's son then fixed on his bowstring that 
foe-killing, exceedingly keen, snake-mouthed, blazing, and fierce 
shaft, which had been polished according to rule, and which 
he had long kept for the sake of Partha s destruction.*® 
Stretching his bowstring to his ear, Kama fixed that shaft 
of fierce energy and blazing splendour, that ever-worshipp- 
ed weapon which lay within a golden quiver amid sandal 
dust, and aimed it at Partha.** Indeed, he aimed that blazing 
arrow, bom in Airavata's race, for cutting off Phalgunaa 
bead in battle. All the points of the compass and the welkin 
became ablaze and terrible meteors and thunder-bolts fell.** 
When that snake of the form of an arrow was fixed on the 
bowstring, the Regents of the world, including Cakra, set 
up loud wails. The Suta s son did not know that the snake 
Acjwaj^ena had entered his arrow by the aid of his Yoga powers.** 
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Beholding Vaikartana aim that arrow, the high-soiiled ruler of 
the Madras, addressing Kama, said,— This arrow, 0 Kama, will 
not succeed in striking off Arjuna*s head ! Searching carefully, 
fix Another arrow that may succeed in striking off thy enemy 
head !**-^Endued with great activity, the Siita’s son, with eyes 
burning in wrath, then said unto the ruler of the Madras,— O 
Oalya, Kama never aimeth an arrow twice ! Persons like ua 
never become crooked warriors P*— Having said these words, 
Kama, with great care, let off that shaft which he had worshipp- 
ed for many lonsr years. Bent upon winning the victory, 0 king, 
be quickly said unto his rival, — Thou art slain, 0 Phalguna 1®*— 
Sped from Karha’s arms, that shaft of awful whiz, resem- 
bling fire or the Sun in splendour, as it left the bowstring, 
blazed up in the welkin and seemed to divide it by a line such 
as is visible on the crown of a woman dividing her tressoaP^ 
Beholding that shaft blazing in the welkin, the slayer of Kansa, 
viz., Madhava, with great speed and the greatest ease, pressed 
down with his feet that excellent car, causing it to sink about 
a cubit deep.®* At this, the steeds, white as the rays of the 
Moon and decked in trappings of gold, bending their knees, laid 
themselves down on the ground. Indeed, seeing that snake (in 
the form of an arrow) aimed by Kama, Madhava,®*'' that fore- 
most of all persons endued with might, put forth his strength 
and'thus prosse.d down with his feet that car into the Earth, 
whereat the steeds, (as already said) bonding down their knees, 
laid themselves down upon the Earth when the car itself had 
sunk into it,*®* Then loud sounds arose in the welkin in 
applause of Vasudeva. Many celestial voices were heard, and 
celestial flowers were showered upon Krishna, and leonine 
shouts also were uttered. When the car had thus been pressed 
down into the Earth through the exertions of the slayer of 
Madbu,®* the excellent ornament of Arjuna s head, celebrated 
throughout the Earth, the welkin, heaven, ind the waters, the 
Suta's son swept off from the crown of his rival, with that 
arrow, in consequence of the very nature of that snaky weapon 


* The last line if the two lines of 30 do not occur in the 

Hcmhay edition. They are evidently a repetition.— T. 
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and the greAt care and wrath with which it had been shot.^ 
That diadem, endued with the splendour of the Sun or the 
Moon or fire or a planet, and adorned with gold and pearls 
and gems and diamonds, had with great care been made by the 
puissant Self-born himself for Pitrandara.** Costly as its 
appearance indicated it was, ^inspiring terror in the hearts of 
foes, contributing to the happiness of him that wore it, and 
shedding a fragrance, that ornament had been given by the chief 
of the celestials himself with^a cheerful heart unto Partha while 
the latter had proceeded to slaughter the foes of the gods,*^ 
That diadem was incapable of being crushed by Rudra and the 
Lord of waters and Cakra and Kuvera with Pinaka and noose 
and thunder-bolt and the very foremost of shafts. It could 
not be endured by even the foremost ones among the gods. 
Vrisha, however, now broke it forcibly with his snake-inspired 
shaft.” Endued with great activity, that wicked-natured snake 
of fierce form and fiilse vows, falling upon that diadem decked 
with gold and gems, swept it away from Arjuns fe head,” That 
snake, 0 king, forcibly tore it away from Pilrtha's head, quickly 
reducing into fragments that w^oll-made ornament set over 
with many a gem and blaziing with beauty, like the thunder- 
bolt riving a mountain-summit decked with lofty and beautiful 
trees graced with flowers.^’* * Crushed by that excellent wea- 
pon, possessed of splendour, and blazing with the fire of (the 
snake’s) poison, that beautiful and much-liked diadem of Partha 
fell down on the Earth like the blazing disc of the Sun from 
the Asia hills.” Indeed, that snake forcibly swept away from 
Arjuna’s head that diadem adorned with many gems, like the 
thunder of Indra felling a beautiful mountain-summit adorned 
with lofty trees bearing budding leaves and flowers,” As the 
Earth, welkin, heaven, and the waters, when agitated by a 
tempest, roar aloud, 0 Bharata, even such was the roar that 
arose in all the worlds at that time: Hearing that tremendous 
noise, people, notwithstanding their efforts to be calm, became 
extremely agitated and reeled as they stood.*® Reft of diadem, 
the dark-c 4 >mp!exioned and youthful Partha looked beautiful 
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Rte a blue mountain df lofty summit Binding then his locks 
with a white cloth, Arjuna stood perfectly unmoved. With- 
that white gear on his head, he looked like the Udaya hill 
illumined^ with the rajis of the Sun.'^^ Thus that she*snakc 
(whom Arjuna had killed at Khandava) of excellent mouth, 
through, her son in the form of an arrow, sped by Suryas son, 
beholding Arjuna of exceeding energy and might standing 
with his head at a level with the reins of the stcodvS, took 
away his diadem only, that weil-made ornament (formerly) 
owned by Aditis son and endued with the effulgence of Surya 
himself. But Arjuna^also (as will appear in the sequel) did 
not return from that battle without causing the snake to 
succumb to the power of Yarna,*** Sped from Kama’s arms,, 
that costly shaft resembling fire or the Sun in effulgence, 
viz., that mighty snake who from before had become the 
deadly foe of Arjuna, thus crushing the latter’s diadem, went 
away.** Having burnt the gold-^decked diadem of Arjuna dis- 
played on his head, he desired to come at Arjuna once more 
with great speed; Asked, however, by Kama (who saw him- 
but knew him not), he said these words :** — Thou hadst sped' 
me, 0 Kama, without having seen me. It was for this that 
I could not strike off Arjuna’s head. Do thou quickly shoot 
me once again, after seeing mo well, I shall then slay thy 
foe and mine too !*® — Thus addressed in that battle by him, 
the Suta’s son said, — Who aro you possessed of such fierce ' 
form ?— The snake answered, saying,— Know me as one that 
has been wronged by Parbha ! My enemity towards him is 
due to his having slain my mother 1*® If the wielder of the 
thunder-bolt himself were to protect Partha, the latter would 
still have to go to the domains of the king of the Pitvis ! Do- 
not disregard me !' Do my bidding \ I will slay thy foe 1 Shoot 
me without delay — Hearing those ^^rds, Kama said, Ivarna, 
O snake, never desires to have victory in battle today by rely- 
ing on anothW's might ! Even if I have to slay a hundred? 
ArjunaSj I will not, 0 snake, still shoot’ the same shaft twice 1®* 


' ♦ This verse api>€ar8 to be one of the erwoes of Vj-SUa. I have follow- 

ed Nilakautha iu intcrpretiijg 



356 


MAHABHARATA. 


— Once more addressing him in the midst of battle, that best of 
men, viz., Surya’s son Kama, said,— Aided by the nature of my 
other snaky weapons, and by resolute effort and wrath, I shall 
slay Partha ! Be thou happy and go elsewhere — Thus address^ 
ed, in battle, by Kama, that prince of snakes, unable from rage 
to bear those words, himself proceeded, 0 king, for the slaughter 
of Partha, having assumed the form of an arrow. Of fierce 
form, the desire he ardently cherished was the destruction of 
his enemy.*® Then Krishna, addressing Partha in that encounter, 
said unto him, — Slay that great snake inimical to thee ! — Thus 
addressed by the slayer of Madhu, the wielder of Gandiva, that 
bowman who was always fierce unto foes, enquired of him, say- 
ing, — Who is that .snake that advanceth of his own accord 
against me, as if, indeed, ho advanceth right against the mouth 
of Gariida?*^ — Krishna replied, — Whilst thou, armed with bow, 
wert engaged at Khandava in gratifying the god Agni, this 
snake was then in the sky, his body ensconced within his 
mother’s. Thinking that it was only a single snake that was so 
staying in the sky, thou killedst the mother !** Remembering 
that act of hostility done by thee, he cometh towards thee today 
for thy destruction ! 0 resistcr of foes, behold him coming 
like a blazing meteor, falling from the firmament ! — 

“Sarijaya continued,— Then Jishnu, turning his face in 
rage, cut off, with six keen shafts, that snake in the welkin as 
the latter was coursing in a slanting direction. His body 
thus cut off, he fell down on the Earth.** After that snake 
had been cut off by Arjuna, tho lord Ke^ava himself, 0 king, 
of massive arms, that foremost of beings, raised up with his 
arms that car from the Earth.** At that time, Kama, glanc- 
ing oblhpiely at Dhaiianjaya, pierced that foremost of persons, 
viz., Krishna, with ten shafts whetted on stone and equipt 
with peacock feathers.** Then Dhananjaya, piercing Kama 
with a dozen well-shot and keen arrows equipt with heads like 
the boars ear, sped a cloth-yard shaft endued with the energy 
of a snake of virulent poison and shot from his bowstring 
stretched to his far.*^ That foremost of shafts, well shot by 
A^Juna, penetrated through Kama’s armour, and as if suspend- 
ing his life lircaths, drank bis blood and entered the Earthy 
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ts wings also having been drenched with gore.'® Endued with 
jreat activity, Vrisha, enraged at the stroke of that shaft, like 
\ snake beat with a stick, shot many mighty shafts, like a snake 
)f virulent poison vomiting its venom.** And he pierced Janard- 
lana with a dozen shafts and Arjuna, with nine and ninety. 
4nd once more piercing the son of Pandu with a terrible shafts 
Kama laughed and uttered a loud roar.*® The son of Pandu, 
however, could not endure his enemy’s joy. Acquainted with 
all the vital parts of the human body, Partha, possessed of 
prowess like that of Indra, pierced those vital limbs with 
hundreds of arrows eveh as Indra had struck Vala with great 
energy,*^ Then ' Arjuna sped ninety arrows, each resembling 
the rod of Death, at Kama. Deeply pierced with those shafts, 
Kama trembled like a mountain riven with thunder.** The 
head-gear of Kama, adorned with costly gems and precious 
diamonds and pure gold, as also his ear-rings, cut off by 
Dhananjaya with his winged arrows, fell down on the Earth.** 
The costly and bright armour also of the Suta’s son that had 
been forged with great care by many foremost of artists work- 
ing for a long time, the son of Pandu cut off within a moment 
into many fragments.** After thus divesting him of his arm- 
our, Partha then, in rage, pierced Kama with four whetted 
shafts of great energy. Struck forcibly by his foe, Kama 
suffered great pain like a diseased person afflicted by bile, 
phlegm, wind, and fever.** Once more Arjuna, with great 
speed, mangled Kama, piercing his very vitals, with numerous 
excellent shafts, of great keenness, and sped from his circling 
how with much force and speed and care.** Deeply struck 
by Partha with those diverse arrows of keen points and fierce 
energy, Kama (covered with blood) looked resplendent like 
a mountain of red chalk *^with streams of red water running 
adown its breast.**^ Once more Arjuna pierced Itarna in the 
centre of the chest with many straight-coursing and strong 
shafts made entirely of iron and equipt with wings of gold and 
each resembling tho fiery rod of the Destroyer, like the son of 
Agni piercing the Krauncha mountains.*** Then the Suta’s 


* Agui’s son is the celestial geueralisBimo Kartikeya, the slayer of 
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son, casting aside his bow that resembled the very bow of 
Cakra, as also his quiver, felt great pain, and stood inactive, 
stupified, and reeling, his grasp loosened and himself in great 
anguish.*® The virtuous Arjuna, observant of the duty of manlt 
ness, wished not to slay his enemy while fallen into suoh 
distress. The younger brother of Indra then, with great 
excitement, addressed him, saying, — Why, 0 son of Pandu, 
dost thou become so forgetful They that are truly wise 
never spare their foes, however weak, even for a moment ! He 
that is learned earneth both merit and fame by slaying foes 
fallen into distress Lose no time in precipitately crushing 
Kama who is always inimical to thee and who is the first of 
heroes ! The Suta s son, when able, will once more advance 
against thee as before. Slay him, therefore, like Indra slaying 
the Asum Namuchi Saying, — So be it, 0 Krishna !— and 

worshipping Janarddana, Arjuna, that foremost of all persons 
in Kuru's race, once more quickly pierced Kama with many 
excellent arrows like the ruler of heaven piercing the Asura 
Camvara.^* The diadem-decked Partha, 0 Bharata, covered 
Kama and his car and steeds with many calf-toothed arrows, 
and putting forth* all his vigor he shrouded all the points of 
the compass with shafts equipt with wings of gold.^* Pierced 
with those arrows equipt with heads like the calfs tooth, Adhi- 
ratha s son of broad chest looked resplendent like an Acoka 
or Palaga or (^dlmali decked with its flowery load or a moun- 
tain overgrown with a forest of sandal trees,’* Indeed, with 
those numerous arrows sticking to his body, Kama, 0 monarch, 
in that battle, looked resplendent like the prince of mountains 
with its top and glens overgrown with trees or decked with 
flowering Km'nikdras!^^ Kama also, shooting repeated showers 
of arrows, looked, with those arrows constituting bis rays, like 
the Sun coursing towards the Asta hills, with disc bright with 
crimson rays.” Shafts, however, of keen points, sped from 
Arjuna*s arms, encountering in the welkin the blazing arrows, 
resemblin^mighty snakes, sped from the arms of Adhiratha s 

Taraka.* Other traditions represent hfju as the son of Ilara and Tai* 
vatk-rT, 
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son, destroyed them all.’* Recovering his cihiness, and shooting 
many shafts that resembled angry snakes, Kama then pierced 
Partba with ten shafts and Krishna with half a dozen, each of 
which looked like an angry snake.’* Then Dhananjaya desired 
to shoot a mighty and terrible arrow, made wholly of iron, re* 
sembling the poison of the snake or fire in energy, and whose 
whiz resembled the peal of Indra s thunder, and which was 
inspired with the force of a high (celestial) Aveapon.** At that 
time, when the hour of Kama’s death had come, Kala, ap- 
proaching invisibly, and alluding to the Brahmana’s curse,* 
and desirous of informing Kama that his death was near, 
told him , — The Earth is devouring thy wheel /*^ — Indeed, 0 
foremost of men, when the hour of Kama’s death came, the 
high Brahma weapon that the illustrious Bhargava had im- 
parted unto him, escaped from his memory. And the Earth 
also began to devour the left wheel of his car.** Then in conse- 
quence of the curse of that foremost of Brahmanas, Kama’s car 
began to reel, having sunk deep into the Earth and having 
been transfixed at that spot like a sacred tree with its load 
of flowers standing upon an elevated platform.* When his 
car began to reel from the curse of the Brahmana, and when 
the high weapon he had obtained from Rama no longer shone 
in him through inward light, and when his terrible snake- 
mouthed shaft also had been cut oflF by Partha, Kama became 
filled with melancholy.** Unable to endure all those calamities, 
he waved his arras and began to rail at righteousness, saying,*— 
They that are conversant with righteousness always say that 
righteousness protects those that are righteous !*• As regards 
ourselves, we always endeavour, to the best of our ability and 
knowledge, to practise righteousness. That righteousness, how- 
ever, is destroying us now instead of protecting us that are 
devoted to it. I, therefore, think that righteousness does not 
always protect its worshippers!** — ^While siying these words, 

* Vide Page 150. Verse 41, Kama Pari/a.-— T. 

+ To this day, saci^d trees, such as the banian or the A^oaitha^ may 
be seen in villages and tawns, with elevated platforms of brick or earth 
round their trunks. Upon these platforms the village elders may be seeu 
sitting and smoking aad deciding many important causes.—!. 
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he became exceedingly agitated by the strokes of Arjuna'a 
arrows. His steeds and his driver also were displaced from 
their usual position. His very vitals having been struck, he 
became indifferent as to what he did, and repeatedly railed at 
righteousness in that battle.*^ He then pierced Krishna in the 
arm with three terrible arrows, and Partha too with seven.®® 
Then Arjuna sped seven and ten terrible arrows, perfectly 
straight and of fierce impetuosity, resembling fire in splendour 
and like unto Indra’s thunder in force.*® Endued with awful 
impetuosity, those arrows pierced Kama and passing out of 
his body fell upon the surface of the Earth. Trembling at the 
shock, Kama then displayed his activity to the utmost of his 
power.®® Steadying himself by a powerful effort, he invoked 
the Brahma weapon. Beholding the Brahma weapon, Arjuna 
invoked the A indra weapon with proper mantras.^^ Inspiring 
Odndiva, its string, and his shafts also, with mantras^ that 
scorcher of foes shot showers of arrows like Purandara pouring 
rain in torrents.®* Those arrows endued with great energy and 
power, issuing out of Partha s car, were seen to be displayed in 
the vicinity of Kama’s vehicle. The mighty car-warrior Kama 
baffled all those shafts displayed in his front.®® Seeing that 
weapon thus destroyed, the Vrishni hero, addressing Arjuna, 
said, — Shoot high weapons, O Partha ! The son of Eadha 
baffles thy shafts 1®* — With proper mantras, Arjuna then fixed 
the Brahma weapon on his string, and shrouding all the points 
of the compass with arrows, Partha struck Kama (with many) 
arrows.®* Then Kama, with a number of whetted shafts 
endued with great energy, cut off the string of Arjuna’s bow. 
Similarly he cut off the second string, and then the third, and 
then the fourth, and then the fifth.®* The sixth also was cut 
off by Vrisha, and then the seventh, then the eighth, then 
the ninth, then the tenth, and then at last the eleventlL 
Capable of shooting hundreds upon hundreds of arrows, Kama 
knew not that Partha had a hundred strings to his, bow^®^ 
Tying then another string to his bpw and shooting m^apy 
arrows, the son of Pandu covered Kama with shafts tha^ 
resembled snakes of blazing mouths.’* So quickly did Arjuna 
repIam eacK broken string that Kama could not mark when 
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it wa?i broken and when replaced. The fi^af; seemed to him 
to be exceedingly wonderful.®® The son of Radha baffled 
with his own weapons those of Savyasachin. Displa}dng also 
his own prowess, ho seemed to get the better of Dhanan- 
jaya at that time.*®^ Then Krishna, beholding Arjuna afflicted 
with the weapons of Kama, said these words unto Partha, 
viz ., — Approaching Kama, Mrike him nyith superior weap- 
ons — Then Dhananjaya,* filled with rago, inspiring with 

another celestial weapon that looked like fire and 
that resembled the poison of the snake and that was as 
hard as the essence of adamant, ainl uniting the liaudrcc 
weapon with it, became desirous of shooting it at his foe. 
At that time, 0 king, t^o Earth swallowed up one of wheels of 
Kama’s car.^^*^ Quickly alighting then from his vehicle, ho 
seized his sunken wheel with his two arms and endeavoured 
to lift it up with a great effort.*®'^ Drawn up with force 
by Kama, the Earth, which had swallowed up his wheel, rose 
up to a height of four fingers breadth, with her seven islands 
and her hills and waters and forests.^®* Seeing his wheel 
swallowed, the son of Radha shed tears from wrath, and be^ 
holding Arjuna, filled with rago ho said those 'words — O 
Piirtha, O Partha, wait £or a moment, ih;it is, till I lift 
this sunken wheel 1*°^ Beholding, 0 Partha, the left wheel 
of my car swallowed through accident by the Earth, abandon 
(instead of cherishing) this purpose (of striking and slaying mo) 
that is capable of being harboured by only a cowimd Bravo 
warriors that are observant of the practices of the righteotis, 
never shoot their weapons at persons with dishevelled hair, or at 
those that have turned their faces from battle, or at a Brfihmana, 
or at him who joins his jialins, or at him who yields him- 
self up or beggeth for quarter, or at one who has put up 
his weapon, or at one whose arrows are exhr*usted, or at one 
whose armour is displaced, or at one whoso weapon has fallen 
off or been broken Thou art the bravest of men in the 

world. Thou art also of righteous hehavioup, 0 son of Pandu ! 
Thou art well acquainted with the rules ot battle. For these . 
reasons, excuse mo for a moment,* that is, till I extricate my 
wheel, 0 Dhananjaya, from the Earth ! Thyself staying on 
46 
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thy car and myself standing weak and languid on the Earth, it 
behoveth thee not to slay me now !*** Neither Vasudeva, nor 
thou, 0 son of Pandu, inspires or inspirest me with the slight- 
est fear ! Thou art born in the , Kshatriya order ! Thou art 
the porpetuator of a high race ! Recollecting the teachings of 
righteousness, excuse me for a moment, 0 son of Pandu f 


Section XCI. 

“Sanjaya said, — ‘Then Vasudeva, sta'tioned on tfce car, 
addressed Kama, saying,— By good luck it is, 0 son of Radha, 
that thou remeraberest virtue ! It is generally seen that they 
that are mean, when they sink into distress, rail at Providence 
but never at their own misdeeds.* Thyself and Suyodhana and 
Bus^asana and Cakuni the son of Suvala, had caused Draupadi, 
clad in a single piece of raiment, to be brought into the 
midst of the assembly. On that occasion, 0 Kama, this virtue 
of thine did not manifest itself !* When at the assembly 
Cakuni, an adept in dice, vanquished Kunti’s son Yudhishthira 
who was unacquainted with it, whither had this virtue of 
thine .then gone When the Kuru king (Duryodhana), acting 
under thy counsels, treated Bhimasena in that way with the 
aid of snakes and poisoned food, whither had this virtue of 
thine then gone When the period of exile into the words 
was over as also the thirteenth year,* thou didst not make 
over to the Paiidavas their kingdom. Whither had this virtue 
of thine then gone Thou hadst set fire to tho bouse of lac 
at Varnavata for burning to death the sleeping Pandavas. 
Whither then, 0 son of Radha, had this virtue of thine gone ?* 
Thou hadst laughed at Krishna while she stood Jn the midst 
of the assembly, scantily dressed because in her season and 
obedient to DusQsbsanas will, whither, then, 0 Kama, had this 
virtue of thine gone ?' When invading the apartment reserved 
for females the innocent Krishna was dragged, thou didst i}pt 
interfere. jJVhither, 0 son of Radha, had this virtue of thine 
gone?^ Thyself addressing the princess Draupadi, that lady 
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TV^hose tread is as dignified as that of the elephant, in these 
words, viz ., — The Pandavas, 0 Krishna, are lost They have 
su'hk into eternal helL Do thov, choose another husband /— • 
thou hadst looked on the scene with delight ! Whither then, 
O Kama; had' this virtue of thine gone ?* Covetous of king- 
dom and relying on the ruler of the Gandharas, thou hadst 
summoned the Pandavas (to a match at dice). Whither then 
had this virtue of thine gone ?*• When many mighty caf- 
warriors, encompassing the boy Abhimanyu in battle, slew him, 
whither had this virtue of thine then gone?“ If this virtue 
that thou now invofcest was nowhere on those occasions, what 
h the use then of parching thy palate now by uttering that 
word ? Thou art now for the practice of virtue, O Suta, but 
thou shalt not escape with life I** Like Nala who was defeated^ 
by Pushkara with the aid of dice but who regained his king- 
dom by prowess, the Pandavas, who are free from cupidity, 
will recover their kingdom by the prowess of their arms, aided 
with all their friends !** Having slain in battle their powerful 
foesi they, with the Sbmakas, will recover their kingdom. 
The Dhartarashtras will meet with destruction at the hands 
of those lions among men (viz., the sons of Pandu), th^t are 
always protected by virtue !— ' ** ^ 

‘^Sanjaya continued, — ‘Thus addressed, 0 Bbarata, by Va- 
sudeva, Kama hung down his head in shame and gave no 
answer.** With lips quivering in rage, he raised his bow, O' 
Bharata, and endued as he was with great energy and prowess, 
he continued to fight with Partha.*® Then Vasudeva, address- 
ing Phalguna, that bull among men, said, — 0 thou of great 
might, piercing Karna with a celestial weapon, throw him 
down Thus addressed by the holy one, Arjuna became 
filled with rage.. Indeed; remembering the incidents alluded 
to by Krishna, Dhananjaya blazed up with fury.** Then, O 
king, blazing flamee of fire seemed to emanate from all the 
imres ofthe angry Partha’s body. The sight seemed to be 
exceedingly wonderful.** Beholding it, Karna, invoking the 
thdhrna weapon, showered his shafts upon Dhananjaya, and 
: once; more made an effort (b extricate bis car.*® Partha also, 
by {he aid of the Brikma weapon, poured arrowy downpours 
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upon Kama. Baffling with his own weapon the weapon of 
his foe, the son of Pandu continued to strike him.*^ The 'son 
of Kunti then, aiming at Kama, sped another favourite wea- 
pon of his that was inspired with the energy of Agni, Sped 
by Arjuna, that weapon blazed up with its own energy.®* 
Kama, however, quenched that conflagration with the V^runa 
weapon. The Suta's son also, by the clouds he created, caused 
all the paints of the compass to be shrouded with a darkness 
such as may bo seen in a rainy day.®* The son of Pandu, 
endued with great energy, fearlessly dispelled those clouds by 
means of the Vdyavya weapon in the very sight of Karna.*^ 
The Suta’s son then, fur slaying the son of Pandu, took up a 
terrible arrow blazing like fire.®* When that adored shaft 
was fixed on the bowstring, the Earth, 0 king, trembled with 
her mountains and waters and forests.®* Violent winds began 
to blow, bearing hard pebbles. All the points of the compass 
became enveloped with dust. Wails of grief, 0 Bharata, arose 
among the gods in the welkin.®’ Beholding that shaft aimed 
by the Suta s son, 0 sire, the Pandavas, with chcerlees hearts, 
gave themselves up to great sorrow.®* That shaft of keen 
point and endued with the effulgence of Cakra's thunder, 
^ed from Kama's arms, fell upon Dhananjaya's chest and pene- 
trated it like a mighty snake ponetrating an anthill.®® That 
grinder of foes, viz., the high-souled A^ibhatsu, thus deeply 
pierced in that encounter, began to reel. His grasp became 
loosened, at which his bow Gdncliva dropped from his band. 
Ho trembled like the prince of mountains in an earth- 
quake.*® Availing of that opportunity, the mighty car-warrior 
Vrisha, desirous of extricating his car- wheel that had been 
swallowed up by the Earth, jumped down from his vehicle. 
Seizing the wheel with his two arms he endeavoured to drag it 
up, but though possessed of great strength, he failed in his 
efforts as destiny would have it.** Meanwhile the diadem* 
decked and high-souled Arjuna, recovering his senses, took ^ 
a shafti fatal as, the rod of Death, and called Anjalika.* Then 

.♦ So called becauae the heads of tkosf arrows were broad aa the two 
bauds joiui^d logetheri--^’]-, 
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Vasudeva, addressing Parbha, said, — Cut off with thy arrow 
the head of this enemy of thine, viz., Vrisha, before he suc- 
ceeds in getting up on his car*®* — Applauding those words of 
the lord Vasudeva, and while the wheel of his enemy was still 
sunk, the mighty car-warrior Arjuna took up a razor-headed 
arrow of blazing effulgence and struck the standard (of Kama) 
bearing the elephant’s rope and bright as the spotless Sun.®* 
That standard bearing the device of the costly elephant’s rope, 
was adorned with gold aud pearls and gems and diamonds, and 
forged with care by foremost of artists excelling in knowledge, 
and possessed of great beauty, and variegated with pure gold.*^ 
That standard always used to fill thy troops with high courage 
and the enemy with fear. Its form commanded applause. 
Celebrated over the whole world, it resembled the Sun in 
splendour. Indeed, its effulgence was like that of fire or the 
Sun or the Moon.** The diadem decked Arjuna, with that 
razor-headed shaft, exceedingly sharp, equipt with wings of gold, 
possessed of the splendour' of fire when fed with libations of 
clarified butter, and blazing with beauty, cut off that standard 
of Adhiratha’s son, that great car- warrior.®* With that stand- 
ard, as it fell, the fame, pride, hope of victory, and everything 
dear, as also the hearts of the Kurus, fell, and loud wails gf 
Oh and Alas arose (from the Kuru army).®’’ Beholding that 
standard cut off and thrown down by that hero of Kurus race 
possessed of great lightness of hand, thy troops, 0 Bharata, 
were no longer hopeful of Kama’s victory.*® Hastening then 
for Kama’s destruction, Partha took out from his quiver an 
excellent Anjalika weapon that resembled the thunder of 
Indra or the rod of fire and that was possessed of tho effulgence 
of the thousand-rayed Sun,®* Capable of penetrating tho very 
vitals, besmeared with blood and flesh, resembling fire or the 
Sun, made of costly materials, destructive of men, steeds, and 
elephants, of straight course and fierce impetuosity, it measured 
three cubits,and six feet.'® Endued with the force of the thou- 
sand*eyed Indra’s thunder, irresistible as Rdkshasas in the night, 
resembling Piyidka m Narayanas discus, it was exceedingly 
terrible and destructive of all living creatures.'* Partha cheer- 
fully took up that groat '.veapon, in the shape of an arrow, whxeh 
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could not be resisted by the very gods, — that high-souled being' 
which was always adored by the son of Pandu, and which was 
capable of vanquishing the very gods and the Aswraa.** Be- 
holding that shaft grasped by Fartha in, that battle, the entire 
universe shook with its mobile and immobile creatures. In- 
deed, seeing that weapon raised (for being sped) in that dread- 
ful battle, the Riahis loudly cried out, — ^Feace be to be uni- 
verse !*•-— The wielder of Qandiva then fixed on his bow that 
unrivalled arrow, uniting it with a high and mighty weapon. 
Drawing his bow G&ndiva, he quickly said,**— Let this shaft 
of mine be like a' mighty weapon capable of quickly destroying 
the body and heart of my enemy, if I have ever practised 
ascetic austerities, gratified by superiors, and listened to the 
counsels of well-wishers '*• Let this shaft, worshipped by me- 
and possessed of great sharpness slay my enemy Kama by that 
Truth ! — Having said these words Dhananjaya let off that 
terrible shaft for the destruction of Kama,*' — that arrow fierce 
and efficacious as a rite prescribed in the Athm'van of Angiras, 
blazing with effulgence, and incapable of being endured by Death' 
himself in battle. And the diadem-decked Fartha, desirouS’ 
of slaying Kama, with great cheerfulness, said, — Let this shaft 
conduce to my victory ! Shot by me, let this arrow possessed’ 
of the splendour of fire or the Sun take Kama to the presence 
of Yama !*^ — Saying these words, Arjuna, decked with diadem 
and garlands, cherishing feelings of hostility towards Kama 
and desirous of slaying him, cheerfully struck his foe with that 
foremost of shafts which was possessed of the splendour of the 
Sun or the Mogn and capable of bestowing victory.** Thus 
sped by that mighty warrior, that shaft endued with the energy 
of the Sun caused all the points of the compass to blaze up 
with light. With that weapon Arjuna struck off his enemy’s 
head like Indra striking off the head of Vritra with fahi 
thunder.** Indeed, 0 king, that excellent AnjaliJea wea^n 
inspired with imntraa into a mighty weapon, the son of Indn 
cut off th# head df Yaikartana in the afternoon." Thus cut oft 
with that 'AnjfUikai the trunk of Kama fell down on the 
The head also of that commander of the (Kaurava) 
wnay, endued wUb splendour equal to that of the risen Sun 
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and resembling the meridian Sun of autumi], fell down on the 
Earth like the Sun of bloody disc dropped down from the A^ta 
hills.** Indeed, that head abandoned with great unwillingness 
the body, exceedingly beautiful and always nursed in luxury, 
of Kama of noble deeds, like an owner abandoning with great 
unwillingness his commodious mansion filled with great wealth.** 
Cut oflf with Arjuna*s arrow, and deprived of life, the tall trunk 
of Kama endued with great splendour, with blood issuing from 
overy wound, fell down like the thunder-riven summit of a 
mountain of red chalk with crimson streams running adown 
its sides after a shower.** Then from that body of the fallen 
Kama a light passing through the welkin penetrated the 
Sun. This wonderful sight, 0 king, was beheld by all the 
human warriors after the fall of Kama.*® Then the Pandavas, 
beholding Kama slain by Phaleruna, loudly blew their conchs. 
Similarly, Krishna and Dhananjaya also, filled with delight, 
and losing no time, blew their couchs.** The Somakas, behold- 
ing Kama slain and lying on the field, were filled with joy 
and uttered loud shouts with the other troops (of the Pandava 
army). In great delight they blew their trumpets and waved 
their arms and garments.*^ All the warriors, 0 king, approach- 
ing Partha, began to applaud him joyfully. Others, possess- 
ed of might, danced, embracing each other, and uttering loud 
shouts, said, — By good luck, Kama hath been stretched on the 
Earth and mangled with arrows !*•— Indeed, the severed head 
of Kama looked beautiful like a mountain summit loosened by 
a tempest, or a quenched fire. after the sacrifice is over, or the 
image of the Sun after it has reached the Asta hills.** The 
Karna-sun, with arrows for its rays, after having scorched the 
hostile army, was at last caused to be set by the mighty Arjuna- 
time.*® As the Sun, while proceeding towards the Asta hills, 
retires taking away with him all his rays, even so that shaft (of 
Arjuna) passed out, taking with it Kama life-breaths,** The 
death hour of the Suta’s son, 0 sire, was the afternoon of that 
day.* Cut off with the weapon in that battle, the 

♦ I adopt the Bombay reading of this line, and follow Nilakantha’s 
gloss in interpreting U.-rT. 



36S 


MAHaBHARATA, 


head of Kama fell down along with his body.** Indeed, that 
arrow of Arjuna, in the very sight of the Kaurava troops, quick- 
ly took away the ' head and the body of Kama.** Beholding 
the heroic Kama thrown down stretched on the Earth, pierced 
with arrows and bathed in blood, the king of the Madras went 
away on that car deprived of its standard.** After the fall of 
Kama, the Kauravas, deeply pierced with shafts in that battle, 
and afSicted with fear, fled away from the field, frequently cast- 
ing their eyes on that lofty standard of Arjuna that blazed 
with splendour.** The beautiful head, graced with a face that 
resembled a lotus of thousand petals, of Kama whose feats 
were like those of the thousand-eyed ludra, fell down on the 
Earth like the thousand-rayed Sun as he looks at the close of 
day; *^** 


Section XCII. 

'‘Sanjaya said, — ‘B-holding the troops crushed with arrows 
in that encounter between Kama and Arjuna, Calya proceeded, 
filled with wrath, on that car divested of its equipments.* Be- 
holding his army deprived of the Suta's son and its cars and 
steeds and elephants destroyed, Duryodbana, with eyes bathed 
in tears, repeatedly sighed the very picture of woe.® Desirous 
of beholding the heroic Kama, pierced with arrows and bathed 
in blood, and stretched on the Earth like the Sun dropped from 
the skies at will, the warriors came there and stood surrounding 
the fallen hero.* Amongst those belonging to the enemy and 
thy army that thus stood there, some showed signs of joy, 
some of fear, some of sorrow, some of wonder, and some gave 
themselves up to great grief, according to their respective 
natures.* Others amongst the Kauravas, hearing that Kama 
of mighty energy, had been slain by Dhananjaya, his armour, 
ornaments, robes, and weapons, having all been displaced, fled 
in^fear like a herd of kine afflicted with exceeding fear at losing 
its bull* ^hima then, uttering loud roars and causing the wel- 
kin to tremble with those awful and tremendous shouts, began 
to slap his armpits, jump, and dance, frightening the Dharta- 
tashteeiS by those movements.* The Somakas and the Srinjayaa 
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als6 loudly blew their conchs. All the Kshatriyas embraced 
one another in joy, upon beholding the Suta’s son sla ^H^t hlrta 
juncture.’ Having fought a dreadful battle, Kama waHK 
Arjuna like an elephant by a lion. That bull among 
Arjuna, thus accomplished his vow. Indeed, even thus, Partha 
reached the end of his hostility (towards Kama).* The ruler of 
the Madras, with stupified heart, quickly proceeding, 0 king, 
,, to the side of Duryodhana,' on that car divested of standard 
said in sorrow these words:* — The elephants, the j^eeds, and 
the foremost of car- warriors of thy army have been ' blain ! In 
consequence of those mighty warriors, and steeds, and elephants 
huge as hills, having been slain after comin g^ to contact with 
one.another, thy host looks like the domainsWlTama 1'® Never 
before, 0 Bharata, has a battle been fought like that between 
Kama and Arjuna today ! Kama had powerfully assailed the 
two Krishnas today and all others who are thy foes l*^ Destiny, 
however, has certainly flowed, controlled by Partha. It is for 
. this that Destiny is protecting the Pandavas and weakening us ! 
Many are the heroes who, resolved to accomplish thy objects, 
have been forcibly slain by the enemy.** Brave kings, who in 
energy, courage, and might, were equal to Kuvera or Tama or 
Vasava or the Lord of the waters, who were possessed of every 
merit, who were almost unslayable, and who were desirous of 
achieving thy^ j^e ct, have in battle been slain by the Pan- 
davas ! Do Bharata, grieve for this ! This is Destiny ! 

Comfort thyself 1 Success cannot be always attained 
Hearing these words of the ruler of the Madras and reflecting 
on his own evil doings, Duryodhana, with a cheerless heart, 
became almost deprived of his senses and sighed repeatedly the 
very picture of woe, ’ v 




Section XCIII. 

iid, — ‘What was the aspect of the Kuru 


and the SrinjAya host on that awful day while it was crushed 
^ith arrows and scorched (wij[ji^Weapbns).in that encounter be- 


^ I adopt the Bombay reading of the last line of 14,— T. 
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twoon Kama aiul Arjitna and while it was flying away from the 

said, — ‘Hear, 0 king, with attention how that 
awHUpB great carnage of human beings and elephants and 
steeds occurred in battle ? When, after Kama's fall Partha 
uttered leonine shouts, a great fright entered the hearts of thy 
soiis.^ Upon the fall of Kama no warriror of thy army sdt hie 
heart on rallying the troops or putting forth his prowess.^ Their 
refuge ha^g been destroyed by Arjuna, they were then like' 
raftless . whose vessels have wrecked on the fathom- 

less ocaAn, desirous of crossing the uiicrossable main,® After 
the slaughter Suta's son, 0 king, the Kauravas, terri- 
fied and mangl^^ith shafts, masterless and desirous of pro- 
tection, became like a herd of elephants afflicted by lions.® 
Vanquished by Savyasachin on that afternoon, they fled away 
like bulls with broken horns or snakes v/ith broken fangs.^ 
Their foremost of heroes slain, their troops thrown into con- 
fusion, themselves mangled with keen arrows, thy sons, after 
the fall of Kama, 0 king, fled away in fear,® Divested of 
weapons and armour, no longer able to ascertain which point of 
the compass was which, and deprived of their senses, they 
crushed one another in course of thfiir flight, and looked at 
one another, afflicted with fear .®— is me that Yibkats% is 
'pursm'iig with ^peed ! — It is me that pursuing 

with speed /-fought every one among the j||Hp|as who be- 
came pale witli fear and fell down as they fled. Some on horses, 
some on cars, some on elephants, and some on foot, mighty car- 
v/arriors, endued with great speed, fled away in fearj* Cars 
were broken by elephants, horsemen were crushed by great car- 
warriors, and bands of foot-ac^iers were trod down by bodies of 
hotwso, as these fled in fear.*® lake people without protectors 
in a forest teeming with beasts of prey and jobbers, thy warriors 
became, after the fall of the Suta^ son !** ?5|^ey were then like 
elephants without riders and men without arms. Afflicted 
with fear^they looked upon the. whole world as if it were fuU 
of Partha^** Beholding them fljf^away afflicted with the fear 
of Bhimasena/ indeed, seeing his troops thus leave the field 
in thousands, DuryodhauSi uttering cries of Oh andA^as, ad* 
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drcss^ his driver, saying,^* ♦—Partha will never be able to* 
transgress myself standing bow in hand ! Urge my steeds slowly 
behind all the troops 1^* Without doubt, if I fight standii^ in* 
the rear of the son of Kunti will never be abK^ to 

transgress- ' the vasty deep is unable to transgress 

its eontinentsiiillP^ing Arjuna and Govinda and' the proud ^ 
Vrikodara and the rest of my foes, I will free myseMfirom the 
debt I owe to Kama!** — tlearing these words Kuni 

king that were so worthy of a hero and honorab!<^itnan, the 
charioteer slowly urged his steeds adorned with trappings of 
gold;” Then five and twenty thousand warriors on foot, be- 
longing to thy army, without cars and cavalry and elephants- 
among them, prepared for battle.*® Bhimasena filled with wrath,, 
and Dhrishtadyumna the son of Prishata, encompassed them, 
with four kinds of forces and began to strike them with their 
ahafts.®‘ In return, those warriors fought with Bhima and 
Prishata s son. Some amongst them challenged the two heroes^' 
by name.®* Then Bhimasena became filled with rage. Alight- 
ing from his car, mace in hand, he fought with those warriors 
arrived for battle.®® Observant of tho rules of fair 
dara, the son of Kunti, came down from his car, 
upon the might of his arms, began to fight on foot wit^^ose. 
foes of his that were on foot.®^ Taking up his massive mace 
adorned with gold, he began to slaughter them all, like the 
Destroyer armed with his bludgeon.®* The Kaurava wa)B!||||^ on 
foot, filled with rage and becoming reckless of their fives, 
rushl^against Bhima in that battle like insects upon a blazing 
firO.^^^hose infuriate combatants, diflicult of being defeated, 
in battle, approaching Bhimasena, perished in a trice like living 
drfeatures'up'on seeing the Destroyer.®^ The mighty Bhima, 
armed with mace, careered like a hawk and destroyed, all those 


five aYid* twenty thotisand combatants-®* Having slain that 
division of herok^: Bhima, of prowess incapable of 

being bafl5^P^<^great ^lai^^ once more stood, with- Dhrishta- 
dyumna Possessed, of great energy^ JDhananjay a . 


* The Bombay reading is ha ha Kritiva^ &c. This seems to be cor- 

lect,— T, 
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proceeded against the (remnant of the) car force (of the Kau- 
ravas).*® The two sons of Madri, and Satyaki, filled with joy, 
ruafi^d with speed against Cakuni and slaughtered the troops of 
Suvala’s son.^^ Having slain with keen shi^^^s cavalry and 
elephants in that encounter, they rushed« against 

Cakuni himself upon which a great battl0^|j||^lace.^® Mean- 
while Dh||^njaya, 0 lord, proceeding against thy car-force, 
twanged^Uphow Gdndiva celebrated over the three worlds.®* 
Beholding that car having white steeds yoked unto it and 
owning Krishna for its driver, and seeing that Arjuna was the 
warrior standing on it, thy troops fled away in fear.®* Five and 
twenty thousand soldiers on foot, deprived of cars and mangled 
with shafts, had perished (at the hands of Bhima and Dhrishta- 
dyumna).®* Having slain them, that tiger among men, that 
great car-warrior among the Pfinchalas, viz., the high-souled 
Dhrishtadyumna the son of the Panchala king,®* soon showed 
himself, with Bhimasena before him. That slayer of foes and 
mighty bowman appeared exceedingly handsome.®^ Beholding 
Dhrishtadyumna’s car which had steeds white as pigeons yoked 
iintijiMnd whose lofty standard was made of the trunk of a 
the Kauravas fled away in great fear.®* The twins 
(Nafema and Sahadeva) of great fame, and Satyaki, having 
pursued with great speed the king of the Gandharas who #ks 
poss^W^ of lightness of hands in the use of weapons, reappeared 
Pandava ranks).®® Chekitana and Cikhandin and the 
(five) sons of Draupadi, 0 sire, having slaughtered thy vast 
army, blew their conchs,'^® All those heroes, 
saw thy troops flying away with faces turned fn 
pursued them, like bulls pursuing angry bulls after vanquishing 
Papdu*s son Savyasachin of great might, 0 king, 
beholding a remnant of thy army still standing for battle, be- 
came filled with wrath.** Possessed of |^eat energy, Dhanan- 
jaya rushed against that car-force, drk^bg his bow Gandivee 
celebrated over the three worlds.** Suddenly ijiti shrouded 
them with|,Apwers of arrows. The dust that was raised dark- 
ened the and nothing could any longer be distinguished.** 
■Whin the Earth was thus shrouded with dust and when darkness 
covered everything, thy troops, 0 king, fled on all sides from 


m the fietd/still 
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fear.^* When the Kuru army thus broke, the Kuru king, 
O monarch, viz., thy son, rushed against all his foes advancing 
against him.** Then Duryodhana challenged all the Fandavas 
to battle, 0 chief of Bharata’s race, like the A sura Vali in 
days of yore chai^^j^ the gods.*^ At this, all the Pandava 
heroes, uniting togeilSw, rushed against the advancing Duryo- 
dhana, shooting and hurling at him diverse weapons and 
upbraiding him repeatedly.** Duryodhana, however, filled with 
rage, fearlessly slaughtered those enemies of his in hundreds 
and thousands, with keen shafts.*® The prowess that we then 
beheld of thy son was exceedingly wonderful, for alone and un- 
supported, he fought with all the Fandavas united together.*® 
Duryodhana then beheld his own trOops who, mangled with 
arrows, had set their hearts on flight, gone not far from the 
field.** Rallying them then, 0 monarch, thy son who was 
resolved to maintain his honor, gladdening those warriors ot 
his, said these words unto them !** — I do not see that spot in 
Earth or on the mountains, whither, if ye fly, the Fandavas 
will not slay ye ! What use then in flying away Small is 
the force that the Fandavas now have ! The two Erishnas 

t 

also are exceedingly mangled ! If all of us stay for battle, 
victory will certainly be ours !** If we fly in disunion, the 
sinful Fandavas, pursuing us, will certainly slay all of us ! For 
this, it is better that we should die in battle !*• Death in battle 
is fraught with happiness ! Fight, observant of the Kshatriya’s 
duty ! He that is dead knows no misery ! On the other 
hand, such a one enjoys eternal bliss hereafter !** Listen, ye 
Kshatriyas, ay, all of ye, that are assembled here ! When 
the destroyer Yama spareth neither the hero nor the cowj^d, 
who is there so foolish of understanding, although observant 
of a Kshatriyas vow like us, that would not fight ?*’ Would 
ye place yourselves under the power of the angry foe Bhima- 
sena ? It behovefh ye not to abandon the duty observed by 
your sires and ‘grandsires !•* There is no j||eater sin for a 
Kshatriya than flight from battle ! There is no more blessed 
path for heaven, ye^Kau^avas, than the duty of battle I Slain 
in battle, ye warriors, enjoy heaven without delay ! — '** 

“Sanjaya continued,— While even these words were being 
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uttered by thy son, the (Kaurava) warriors, exceedingly mangl- 
ed, fled away on all sides, regardless of that speech.* 


Section XCIV 

“Sanjaya said,— *The ruler of the then, beholding 

thy son employe<f in rallying the troops, with fear depicted in* 
his countenance and with heart stupified with grief, said these 
words unto Duryodhana/ 

‘‘ ‘Calya said, — Behold this awful field of battle, 0 hero, 
covered with heaps of slain men and steeds and elephants 1 
Some tracts are covered with fallen elephants, huge as moun- 
tains, exceedingly mangled, their vital limbs pierced with 
shafts, lying helplessly, deprived of life, their armour displaced, 
and the weapons, the shields and the swords with which they 
were equipt lying scattered about ! These fallen animals resem- 
ble huge mountains riven with thunder, with their rocks 
and lofty trees and herbs loosened from them and lying all 
around The bells and iron hooks and lances and standards 
with which those huge creatures had been equipt ipe lying on 
the ground. Adorned with housings of gold, their bodies are 
now bathed in blood ! Some tracts, again, are covered with 
fallen steeds, mangled with shafts, breathing hard in pain, and 
vomiting blood.^, Somo of them are sending forth soft wails of 
pain, some are biting the Earth with rolling eyes, and some are 
uttering piteous neighs. Portions of the field are covered with 
horsemen and elephant-warriors fallen off from their animals, 
and with bands of car- warriors forcibly thrown down from 
thfjf cars.* Some of them are already dead and some are on 
‘th^oint of death. Covered also with the corpses of men and 
steeds and elephants as also with crushed cars and other huge 
elephants with their trunks and limbs cut off, the Earth has 
bec({jae. awful ^ look at like the great Vaitarani (skirting 
thei4omains i^lprama).* Indeed, the Earth looketh even such, 
^being strawi^ mth other elephants, stretched on the ground with 
trembling'bocUil and broken tusks, vomiting blood, uttering soft 
criol^n pain, deprived of the warriors on their backs, divested, ot 
that covci^ed their limbs, and reft of the foot soldiers 
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that protected their flanks and rear, and with their quivers and 
banners and standards displaced, their bodies adorned with 
housings of gold, struck deep with the weapons of the foeF The 
Earth cloud-covered welkin in con5eqil|l|to: of 

being strewn^pni the fallen bodies of elephant-warril^^and 
horse-men and car-warriors, all of great fame, and of foot- 
soldiers slain by foes fighting face to face, and divested of 
armour and ornaments and attire and weapons.® Covered with 
thousands of fallen combatants mangled with arrows, fully 
exposed to the view, and deprived of consciousness, — with some 
amongst them whose breaths were returning slowly, — the Earth 
seemed as if covered with many extinguished fires.® With 
those foremost of heroes among both the Kurus and the Srin- 
jayas, pierced with arroAvs and deprived of life by Partha and 
Kama, the Earth seemed as if strewn with blazing plants fallen 
from the firmament, or like the nocturnal firmament itself 
bespangled with blazing planets of serene light.*°^ The shafts 
sped from the arms of Kama and Arjuna, piercing through tha 
bodies of elephants and steeds and men and quickly stilling 
their lives, entered the Earth like mighty snakes entering their 
holes with heads bent downwards,” The Earth has become 
impassable with heaj)s of slain men and steeds and elephants, 
and with cars broken with the shafts of Dhananjaya and Adhi- 
ratha’s son and with the numberless shafts themselves shot by 
them !‘*t Strewn with well-equipt cars crushed by means of 
mighty shafts along with the warriors and the weapons and the 


* Verses 9 and 10 as in the Bengal texts do not agree with those in 
the Bombay edition In every sloka from 1 to 8 diverse differences of 
rei^iiig occur. I have mainly followed the Bengal texts, making an 
occasional correction by the aid of the Bombay edition. — T. 

^ Like the previous verses, this also, as\read ki the Bombay editioni 
dlffi^s in many respects from the form in which it occurs in the Bengal 
texts. Instead of Qajairasankhais of the Bengal texts, tha Bom&y 
reading is Gajfi^i^0aiiankJie, Then for Avahhinnaia the Bombay reading 
is A'pdviddluiis.- "There are other differences again which need not bo 
mentioned. The f Act is, it la tiresome to note all or even many of the 
variations in reading which one meets with by comparing the verses of 
this section as they occur iu the Bengal and the Bombay texts.— T. 
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standards upon them, — cars, that is, with their traces broken, 
their joints separated, their axles and yokes and Trivenus re- 
duced to fragments, their wheels loosened, their Upashkaraa 
des ftg^ d, their AnvJcaranas cut into fastenings of 

their^ivers cut off, and their niches (for tp^Kcommodation 
of drivers) broken, — strewn with those vehicles adorned with 
gems and gold, the Earth looks like the firmament overspread 
with autumnal clouds.’®"^* In consequence of well-equipt royal 
cars deprived of riders and dragged by fleet steeds, as also of 
men and elephants and cars and horses that fled very quickly, 
the army has been broken in diverse ways.** Spiked maces with 
golden bells, battle-axes, sharp lances, heavy clubs, mallets, 
bright unsheathed swords, and maces covered with cloth of gold, 
have fallen on the 'field.** Bows decked with ornaments of gold, 
and shafts equipt with beautiful wings of pure gold, and bright 
unsheathed rapiers of excellent temper, and lances, and scimi- 
tars bright as gold,*’ and umbrellas, and fans, and conchs, and 
arms decked with excellent flowers and gold, and housings of 
elephants, and standards, and car-fences, and diadems, and 
necklaces, and brilliant crowns,** and yak-tails lying about, 0 
king, and garlands luminous with corals and pearls, and chap- 
lets for the head, and bracelets for both the wrist and the 
upper arms, and collars for the neck with strings of gold,** 
and diverse kinds of costly diamonds and gems and pearls, and 
bodies brought up in great luxury, and heads beautiful as 
the moon, are lying scattered about.*® Abandoning their 
bodies and enjoyments and robes and diverse kinds of agree- 
able pleasures, and acquiring great merit for the devotion they 
showed to the virtues of their order, they have speedily gone 
in a blaze of fame to regions of bliss P* Turn back, 0 
yodhana ! Let the troops retire ! 0 king, 0 giver of honors, 
proceed towards thy camp ! There, the Sun is hanging low in 
the welkin, 0 lord ! Remember, 0 ruler of men, that thotfirt 
the cause of all this P* — Having said these words, unto Duryo- 
dhana, Calya^ with heart filled with grief, stopped* Duryo- 
dhana, however, at that time, deeply afflicted and deprived of 
his senses, and with eyes bathed in tears, wept for the Suta’s 
son, saying , f Oh /**~Then all the kings 
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headed by Dronas son, repeatedly comforting Duryodbana, 
proceeded towards the camp, frequently looking back at the 
lofty standard of Arjuna that seemed to bo ablaze with his 
fame.®* At that terrible hour when everything around looked 
so resplendent, the Kauravas, all of whom had resolved to 
repair to the other world, their features incapable of recognition 
owing to the blood that covered them, beholding the Earth, 
that was drenched with the blood flowing from the bodies of 
men and steeds and elephants, look like a courtezan attired in 
crimson robes and floral garlands and ornaments of gold, wera 
unable, 0 king, to stand there Filled with grief at tha 
slaughter of Kama, they indulged in loud lamentations, saying, 
— Alas, Kama ! AlaSy Kama /—Beholding the Sun assume 
a crimson hue. all of them speedily proceeded towards their 
camp.®’^ As regards Kama, though slain and pierced with gold- 
winged shafts whetted on stone and equipb with feathers dyed 
in blood and sped from GoAidimy yet that hero, lying on tha 
ground, looked resplendent like the Sun himself of brighh 
rays.®* It seemed that the illustrious Surya. ever kind to hist 
worshippers, having touched with his rays the gore-drenched 
body of Kama, pr.)ceeded, with aspect crimson In grief, to the 
other ocean from desire of a bath.®®* Thinking so, the throngs 
of celestials and Rishis (that had come there for witnessing the 
battle) left the scene for proceeding to their respective abodes. 
The large crowd of other beings also, entertaining the same 
thought, went away, repairing as they chose to heaven or tha 
Earth.*® The foremost of Kuru heroes also, having beheld that 
Wonderful battle between Dhananjaya and Adhiratha’s son, 
which had inspired all living creatures with dread, proceeded (to 

* The beauty of this sirpile will be understood when it is remem- 
bered that the custom, observed to this day in India by the relatives o£ 

9 dead person, is to bathe in a tank or stream soon after receiving the 
news of death. If again the corpse is touched, the same rite of purifica- 
tion has to be performed. Here, Surya is the sire of Kama, and the 
Utter had also been a devout worshipper of that sire. The, setting Sun 
is, ‘thetfefore, rebresetited as proceeding to the western ocean for a bath, 
havin^ witnessbd the df*ath of his child and having also touched the body 
of that child jjiith his rays, the Sanskrit word for ray being Kara which 
stands also foAhe hand*— T, 
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their nightly quarters), filled with wonder and applauding (tlie 
encounter),** Though his armour had been cut off with arrows, 
and though he had been slain in course of that dreadful fight, 
still that beauty of features which the son of Radha possessed 
did not abandon him when dead.** Indeed, every one beheld 
the body of the hero to resemble heated gold. It seemed to be 
endued with life and possessed of the effulgence of fire or the 
Sun.** All the warriors, 0 king, were inspired with fright at 
sight of the Suta’s son lying dead on the field, like other 
animals at sight of the lion.** Indeed, though dead, that tiger 
among men seemed ready to utter his commands. Nothing, 
in that illustrious dead, seemed changed.** Clad in a beauti- 
ful attire, and possessed of a neck that was very beautiful, 
the Suta’s son owned a face which resembled the full moon in 
splendour.** Adorned with diverse ornaments and decked with 
Anfiadas made of bright gold, Vaikartana, though slain, lay 
stretched like a gigantic tree adorned with branches and 
twigs.*^ Indeed, that tiger among men lay like a heap of 
pure gold, or like a blazing fire extinguished with the water of 
Parbha s shafts.** Even as a blazing conflagration is extinguish- 
ed when it comes in contact with water, the Kama- conflagra- 
tion was extinguished by the Partha-cloud in that battle.** 
Having shot showers of arrows and scorched the ten points of 
the compass, that tiger among men, viz., Kama, along with 
his sons, was quieted by Partha’s energy. He left the world, 
taking away with him that blazing glory of his own which he 
had earned on Earth by fair fight,^* Having scorched the 
Pandavas and the Panchalas with the energy of his weapons, 
having poured showers of arrows and burnt the hostile divi- 
sions, having, indeed, heated the universe like the thousand- 
rayed Surya of great beauty, Kama, otherwise called Vaikar- 
tana, left the world, with his sons and followers.^* Thus fell 
that hero who was a Kalpa tree unto these swarms of birds 
represented by suitors. Solicited by suitors he always said,— 
I give--hxit never the words — / have not P* — The righteous 
always regarded him as a righteous person. Even such was 
Vrisha who fell in single combat ! All the wealth of that high- 
p3rsQii had been dedicated to the BrahmanaSi There was 
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nothing, not even his life, that he could not give away unto the 
Brahtnanas.^* He was ever the favourite of ladies, exceedingly 
liberal, and a mighty car*warrior. Burnt by the weapons of 
Fartha, he attained to the highest end**** He, relying upon 
whom thy son had provoked hostilities, thus went to heaven, 
taking away with him the hope of victory, the happiness, and 
the armour of the Kauravas When Kama fell, the rivers 
stood still. The Sun set with a pale hue. The planet Mercury, 
the son of Soma, assuming the hue of fire or the Sun, appeared 
to course through the firmament in a slanting direction.*’^ The 
firmament seemed to be rent in twain ; the Earth uttered loud 
roars ; violent and awful winds began to blow. All the points of 
the horizon, covered with smoke, seemed to be ablaze. The 
great oceans were agitated and uttered awful sounds.** The 
mountains with their forests began to tremble, and all crea- 
tures, O sire, felt pain. The planet Jupiter, afflicting the 
constellation Rohiniy assumed the hue of the Moon or the 
Sun*® Upon the fall of Kama, the subsidiary points also 
of the compass became ablaze. The welkin became enveloped 
in darkness. The Earth trembled. Meteors of blazing splen- 
dour fell. Rdkshasas and other wanderers of the night be- 
came filled with joy.®® When Arjuna, with that razor-faced 
shaft, struck off Kama’s head adorned with a face beautiful 
as the Moon, then, 0 king, loud cries of Oh and Alas were 
heard of creatures in heaven, in the welkin, and on the Earth.®^ 
Having in battle slain his foe Kama who was worshipped by 
the gods, the Gandharvas, and human beings, Pritha’s son 
Arjuna looked resplendent in his energy like the deity of a 
thousand eyes after the slaughter of Vritra.®* Then riding on 
that car of theirs whose rattle resembled the roar of the clouds 
and whose splendour was like that of the meridian Sun of 
the autumnal sky, which was adorned with btnners and equipt 
with a standard incessantly producing an awful noise, whose 

' * .ii tj ■' ■■ ‘ - 

* Some of the BWigal texts read the first lino of 45 differently. If 
that reading be adopted, the translation would run thus, — ‘He was ever 
the favorite of men. He was exceedingly liberal. Indeed, he who h%di 
always loved to give away, at last met with death. —T. 
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effulgence resembled that of the snow or the Moon or the 
conch or the crystal, •• and whose steeds were like those of 
Indra himself, those two foremost of men, viz., the son of 
Pandu and the crusher of Kegin, whose energy resembled that 
of the great Indra, and who were adorned with gold and pearls 
and gems and diamonds and corals, and who were like fire or 
the Sun in splendour, fearlessly careered over the field of 
battle with great speed, like Vishnu and Vasava mounted 
on the same chariot.**"** Forcibly divesting the enemy of his 
splendour by means of the twang of Gdndiva and the slaps 
of their palms, and slaying the Kurus with showers of shafts, 
the Ape-bannered Arjuna, and the Garuda-bannered Krishna,** 
both of whom were possessed of immeasurable prowess, — those 
two foremost of men, — filled with joy, took up with their 
hands their loud sounding conchs adorned with gold and white 
us snow, and placing them against their lips, blew them 
simultaneously with those beautiful mouths of theirs, piercing 
the hearts of their foes with the sound.*^ The blare of Pdn^ 
chajanya 2 knd that o{ De.vadatta hlled the Earth, the welkin, 
and heaven,** At the sound of the heroic Madhava’s conch 
as also at that of Arjuna’s, all the Kauravas, 0 best of kings, 
became filled with fright.*® Those foremost of men, causing 
the forests, the mountains, the rivers, and the points of the 
compass to resound with the blare of their conchs, and filling 
the army of thy son with fright, gladdened Yudhishthira there- 
with.*® As soon as the Kauravas heard the blare of those 
conchs that were thus being blown, all of them left the field 
with groat speed, deserting the ruler of the Madras and the 
chief of the Bharatas, O Bharata, viz., Duryodhana.®* Then 
diverse creatures, uniting together, congratulated Dhananjaya 
that hero shining resplendent on the field of battle, as alsc 
Janarddana, those two foremost of men who then looked lik^ 
a couple of risen Suns.** Pierced with Kama’s arrows, those 
two chastisers of foes, viz., Achyiita and Arjuna, looked res 
plendent like the bright and many-rayed Moon and the Sui 
ris^n after dispelling a gloom,** Casting oflF those arrows 
.those two mighty warriors, both endued with unrivalled prow 
6SS, .aurrounded by well-wishers and friends, happily entere 
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their own encampment, like the lords V2sava and Vishnu duly 
invoked by sacrificial priests.®** Upon the slaughter of Kama 
in that dreadful battle, the gods, Oandharvas, human beings, 
Ghctranas, great Rishis, Yakshaa, and great Ndgas, worship- 
ped Krishna and Arjuna with great respect and wished them 
victory (in all things).** Having received all their friends then, 
each accordnig to his age, and applauded by those friends in 
return for their incomparable feats, the two heroes rejoiced 
with their friends, like the chief of the celestials and Vishnu 
after the overthrow of Vali.*'’®* 


Section XCV. 

‘‘Sanjaya said, — *Upon the fall of Kama otherwise called 
Vaikartana, the Kauravas, afflicted with fear, fled away on all 
sides, casting their eyes on empty space/ Indeed, hearing 
that the heroic Kama had been slain by the foe, all thy troops, 
stupified with fear, broke and fled in all directions.^f Then, 0 
king, the Kuru leaders, filled with anxiety, desired to withdraw 
their troops, 0 Bharata, whose flight had been endeavoured to 
be checked by thy son.* Understanding their wishes, thy son, 0 
bull of Bharata s race, acted according to the advice of Calya, 
withdrew the army."* Then Kritavarman, O Bharata, surrounded 
by the unslaughtered remnant of the Narayana troops of thy 
army, quickly proceeded towards the encampment.* Surrounded 
by a thousand Gandharas, Cakuni, beholding the son of Adhi- 
ratha slain, proceeded quickly towards the encampment.* Cara- 
dwat's son Kripa, 0 king, surrounded by the large elephant 
force that resembled a mass of clouds, proceeded quickly to- 
wards the encampment.*^ The heroic A<;watthaman, repeatedly 
drawing deep breaths at sight of the victory of the Pandavas, 
proceeded quickly towards the encampment.* Surrounded by 
the unslaughtered remnant of the Samaaptakaa which was still 
a large force, Su 9 arman also, 0 king, proceeded, casting his 

* Some of ti«e Bengal texts red^d Sadasyanindgau which is unmean- 
ing. Of course, the correct reading is Sadasyaputau, — T. 

t The Bombay edition reads the second line of 2 diSerently.<;;--T. 
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eyes on those terrified soldiers.^* King Duryodhana, deeply 
afflicted and deprived of everything, proceeded, his heart filled- 
with grief, and a prey to many cheerless thoughts/® Calya, 
that foremost of car- warriors, proceeded towards the camp, on 
that car deprived of standard, casting his eyes on all sides/ ^ 
The other mighty car- warriors of the Bharata army, still nu- 
merous, fled quickly, afflicted with fear, filled with shame, and 
almost deprived of their senses/* Indeed, seeing Kama over- 
thrown, all the Kauravas fled away quickly, afflicted and anxious 
with fear, trembling, and with voices choked with tears/* The 
mighty car-warriors of the Kuril army fled away in fear, 0 
chief of Kuru’s race, some applauding Arjuna, some applauding 
Kama/* Amongst those thousands of warriors of thy army in 
that great battle, there was not a single person who had still 
any wish for fight/* Upon the fall of Kama, 0 monarch, the 
Kauravas became hopeless of life, kingdom, wives, and wealth/* 
Guiding them with care, 0 lord, thy son, filled with grief and 
sorrow, set his heart upon resting them for the night/ Those 
great car-warriors also, 0 monarch, accepting his orders with 
bent heads, retired from the field with cheerless hearts and 
pale faces.’ 


Section XCVI. 

“Sanjaya said, — 'After Kama had thus been slain and tho 
Kaurava troops had fled away, he of DaQarha s race, embracing 
Partha from joy, said unto him these words / — Vritra was 
slain by the wieldcr of the thunder-bolt. Kama hath been slain 
by thee. Men will talk (in the same breath) of the slaughter of 
Vritra and Kama in awful battle.* Vritra was slain in battle by 
the deity of great energy with his thunder. Kama hath been 
slain by thee with bow and sharp arrows,* Go, 0 son of Kunti, 
and represent, O Bharata, unto king Yudhishthira the just, this 
prowess of Jihiue that is capable of procuring thee great fame 
and that hath become well-known in the world !* Having repre- 

^^^**** -y " "" ' , ,1 — i,,i ,, ^,.11 ^ 

* The Bengal reading is Bhaydrdditdn^ the Bombay readings 
I adopt the former,— T, 
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sented unto king Yudhishthira thej ust this slaughter of Karna 
in battle for compassing which thou hadst been endeavouring 
for a long course of years, thou wilt be freed from the debt thou 
owest to the king I® During the progress of the battle be- 
tween thyself and Kama, the son of Dharma once came for 
beholding the field.® Having, however, been deeply and cx^ 
ceedingly pierced (with arrows), ho could not stay in battle# 
The king, that bull among men, then went back to his tent.’— 
Partha answered Keejava, that bull of Yadus race, saying,— 
So be it ! — The latter then cheerfully caused the car of that 
foremost of car- warriors to turn back.® Having said these 
words unto Arjuna, Krishna addressed the soldiers, saying, — 
Blessed be ye, stand all of ye carefully, facing the foe — Unto 
Dhrishtadyumna and Yudhamanyu and the twin sons of Madri 
and Vrikodara and Yuyudhana, Govinda said,*® — Ye kings, 
until we come back having informed the king of Kama’s 
slaughter by Arjuna, stand ye hero with care !** — Having re- 
ceived the permission of those heroes, he then set out for the 
quarters of the king. With Partha in his company, Govinda 
beheld Yudhishthira,** that tiger among kings, lying on an 
excellent bed of gold. Both of thorn then, with great joy, 
touched the feet of the king.** Beholding their joy and the 
extraordinary wounds on their bodies, Yudhishthira regarded 
the son of Kadha to bo dead and rose quickly from his bed,^* 
That chastiser of foes, viz,, the mighty-armed monarch, having 
risen from his bed, repeatedly embraced Vasudeva and Arjuna 
with affection. That descendant of Kurus race then asked 
Vilsudeva (the particulars of Kama’s death).*® Then the sweet- 
speeohed Vasudeva, that descendant of the Yadu race, spoke 
to him of Kama’s death exactly as it had happened.** Smiling 
then, Krishna, otherwise called Aohyuta, joined his palms and 
addressed king Yudhishthira whose foes ha 1 been killed, saying,*^ 
— By good luck, the wielder of Gandiva, and Vrikodara the son 
of Pandu, and thyself, and the two sons of Madri, are all safe, 
having been freed from this battle that has been so destructive 
of heroes and T»hiht made the very hair of the body to stand on 
end!**. Do thou those acts, O son of Pandu, which should 
next be done ! The Suta’s son Kama, possessed of great][might 
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and otherwiso called Vaikarfcana, hath b^en slain 1 By good 
luck, victory hath become thine, O king of kings ! By good luck, 
thou growest, O son of Pandu The Earth drinketh today 
the blood of that Suta’s son, that wretch among men, who had 
laughed at the dice- won Krishna That foe of thine, 0 bull 
of Kuru*s race, lieth today on the bare ground, pierced all over 
with arrows. Behold that tiger among men, pierced and 
mangled with shafts 0 thou of mighty arms, rule now, 
with care, this Earth that is divested of all thy foes, and enjoy 
with ourselves, all kinds of enjoyable articles ! — 

‘‘Sanjaya continued, — 'Having heard these words of the 
high-souled Ke^ava, Yudhishthira, with great joy, worshipped 
in return that hero of Da^arha’s race . — Good luck, Good luck, 
— were the words, 0 monarch, that he said.®* And he added, — 
It is not wonderful, 0 mighty-armed one, in thee, 0 son of 
Devaki, that Partha, having obtained thee for his charioteer, 
should achieve feats that are even superhuman !®^ — Then that 
chief of Kura s race, that righteous son of Pritha, taking hold 
of Ke^ava’s right arm adorned with Angadas, and addressing 
both Ke^ava and Arjuna, said,** — Narada told me that ye two 
are the gods Nara and Narayana, those ancient and best of 
Rishis, that are ever employed in the preservation of righte- 
ousness !*• Gifted with great intelligence, the master Krishna- 
Dwaipayana, the highly blessed Vyasa, also, hath repeatedly 
told me this celestial history 1®’ Through thy influence, O 
Krishna, this Dhananjaya the son of Pandu, facing his foes, hath 
vanquished them, without ever turning back from any of them !** 
Victory, and not defeat, we are certain to have, since thou 
hast accepted the drivership of Partha in battle!*® — Having 
said these words, King Yudhishthira the just, that tiger among 
men, mounting his car adorned with gold and having steeds, 
of ivory white and black tails and fleet as thought harnessed 
unto it, and surrounded by many Pandava troops, set out, con- 
versing pleasantly with Krishna and Arjuna along the way, for 
beholding tlfe field of battle on which thousands of incidents 
had taken place.*^7*** Conversing with those two heroes, viz., 

* Pifferenoes of readiDgart noticeable between these two verses w 
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MaJhava and Phalgun-a, tho king beheld Kama, that bull 
among men, lying on the field of battle.” Indeed, king 
Yudhisthira beheld Kama pierced all over with arrows like a 
Kadamva flower with straignt filaments all around its body.** 
Yudhishthira beheld Kama illuminated by thousands of golden 
lamps filled with perfumed oil.” Having beheld Kama with 
his son slain and mangled with shafts sped from Gdndiva, 
king Yudhishthira** repeatedly looked at him before he could 
believe his eyes. He then applauded those tigers among men, 
viz., Madhava and Phalguna, saying,” — 0 Govinda, today I 
have become king of the Earth, with my brothers, in conse- 
quence of thyself of groat wisdom having become ray protector 
and lord !*’ Hearing of tho slaughter of that tiger among men, 
viz., the proud son of Radha, the wicked-souled son of Dhrita- 
riistra will be filled with despair,” as regards both life and 
kingdom ! Through thy grace, 0 bull among men, we hava 
acquired our objects !” By good luck, victory hath been thine, 
0 Govinda ! By good luck, the enemy hath been slain ! By 
good luck, the wielder of Gdntliva, the son of Pandu, hath 
been crowned with victory Thirteen years we have passed 
in wakefulness and great sorrow ! 0 thou of mighty arms, 
through thy grace, we will sleep happily this night !** — lu 
this way, 0 ruler of men, king Yudhishthira the just praised 
Janarddana greatly as also Arjuna, 0 monarch !’** 

“Sanjaya continued, — ‘Beholding Kama with his son slaiu 
with Parthas shafts, that perpetuater of Kurus race, viz., 
Yudhishthira, regarded himself as reborn.'^* The kings (in tho 
Pandava army), — great car-warriors all — filled with joy, ap- 
proached K unties soil Yudhishthira and gladdened him greatly.” 
Nakula, and Sahadeva, and Vrikodara the son of Pandu, and 
Satyaki, O king, that foremost of car-warriors among tho 
Vrishnis,** and Dhrishtadyumna, and Cikhandin, and others 
among the Pandus, the Panchalas, and the Srinjayas, worship- 
ped the son of Kunti after the slaughter of the Sutas son.** 
Extolling king Yudhishthira the son of Pandu, those delightera 


occurring in the Bengal and the Bombay texts. I haite adopted the 
Bengal readings. ««-X. 
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in battle, those affectual smiters, those heroes possessed' o? 
stireness of aim and longing for victory, also praised those 
scorchers of foes, viz., the two Krishnas, with speeches fraught 
-with panegyrics. Then those great car- warriors, filled with 
■delight, proceeded towards their own camp.*’^"** Thus occurred 
that great carnage, making the hair to stand on end, in conse* 
quence, 0 king, of thy evil policy ! Why dost thou grieve for 
•4tnow?’”« 

Vai^ampayana continued, — “Hearing those evil tidings, the 
Kuru king Dhritarashtra suddenly fell down on the ground 
■ from his excellent seat.‘“ Similarly, the royal lady Oandhari 
of great foresight fell down. She indulged in diverse lamen- 
tations for the slaughter of Kama in battle.*' Then Yidura 
and Sanjaya both raised the fallen monarch and began to 
comfort him.** Similarly the Kuril ladies raised Gandhari.** 
Tinking destiny and necessity to be all powerful, that royal 
••ascetic, under that great grief, seemed to lose his senses.** His' 
heart filled with anxiety and sorrow, the king, however, did not 
again swoon away. Comforted by them, he remained silent, in- 
dulging in melancholy meditations.** He that reads of this great 
battle, which is like unto a sacrifice, between the high-souled 
-Dhananjaya and Adhiratha’s .son, as also he that hears this 
battle read, both obtain, O Bharata, the fruit of a great sacri- 
•fice duly performed.** The learned say that the holy and the 
eternal Vishnu is Sacrifice, and each of those other gods, viz., 
Agni, Wind, Soma, and Surya, is so. Therefore, he that will, 
without malice, hear or recite this Parvan, will be happy and 
capable of attaining to every region of bliss.** Filled with 
devotion, men always read this sacred and first of Samhit^. 
They that do so, rejoice, obtaining wealth, and grain, and 
fame.** A man must, therefore, ever hear it without malice. 
He that does so will obtain all kinds of happiness. With 
that foremost of persons, Vishnu, and the illustrious Self- 
born, and Bhava also, become pleased.*' A Brabmana, by 
readiag it, would obtain the fruit of having studied the Yedas ; 
a Kshatriy a obtains strength and victory in battle ; Vu 9 yas 
would obtain immense wealth, and Cudras would obtain health 
and freedom from disease,** Then again the illustrious Vishnu 
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is eternal And since it is that god who hath been glorified 
in this PctiTvan, it is for this that the man reading or hearing it 
becomoth happy and acquireth all the objects of his heart. 
These words of the great Rishi (Vyasa) can never be unkue . 

The merit that may be attained by listening to the recitation 

of the Kama Parvan is equal to his who giveth away un- 
oeasingly for a whole yeargoodcows with calves. “ 

FINIS KARNA PARVA. 
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( Qalya-hadha Parva ). 

Having bowed down unfo Ndrayana, and Nam the most 
^xcdted of male hehujs, and the goddess Surasivati, must the 
word Jata be uttered, 

Janamejaya said,— “After Kama had thus been slain in 
battle by Savyasachin, what did the small (unslanghtered) 
remnant of the K^^ravas did, 0 regenerate one V Beholding 
the army (of the Pandavas) swelling with might and energy, 
what behaviour did the Kurn prince Suyodhana adopt towards 
the Pandavas, thinking it suitable to the hour ?* I desire to 
hear all this ! Tell me, 0 foremost of regenerate ones ! I am 
never satiated with listening to the grand feats of my ances- 
tors!”* 

Vai 9 arapayana said, — " After the fall of Kama, 0 king, 
Dhritarashtra’s son Suyodhana was plunged deep into an ocean 
of grief and saw despair on every side* Indulging in in- 
cessant lamentations, saying, — Alas, Oh Kama, Alas, Oh 
Kama, — he proceeded with groat difficulty to his camp, accom- 
panied by the unslaughtered remnant of the kings on his side.* 
Thinking of the slaughter of the Suta’s son, he could noti 
obtain peace of mind, though comforted by those kings with 
excellent reasons inculcated by the scriptures.* Regarding 
Destiny and Necessity to be all-powerful, the Kuru king firmly 
resolved on battle.^ Having duly made Calya the genera- 
lissimo of his foroes, that bull among kings, 0 monarch, pro- 
ceeded for battle, accompanied by that unslaughtjered remnant 
of his forces.* Then, 0 chief of Bharata’s race, a terrible 
battle took place between the troops of the Kurus and those 
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of fchc Piindavas, resembling that between the gods and; the 
Asiiras.^ Then Calya, 0 monarch, having made a great carnage, 
in battle, at last lost a large number of his troops and was 
slain by Yudhishthira at midday Then king Duryodhana, 
having lost all his friends and kinsmen, fled away from the 
field of battle and penetrated into the depths of a terrible 
lake from fear of his enemies.” On the afternoon of that 
day, Blumasena, causing the lake to be encompassed by many 
mighty car -warriors, summoned Duryodhana and having oblig- 
ed him to come out, slow him speedily, putting forth his 
sf.rensrth.** After Duryodhana’s slaughter, the three car-war- 
riors (of the Kuril side) that were still unslain (viz., A<;wat- 
thaman and Kripa and Kritavarman), filled with rage, 0 
monarch, slaughtered the Panchiila troops in the night.'* On 
the next morning, Sanjaya, having set out from the camp, 
entered the city (the Kura capital), cheerless and filled with 
grief and sorrow.'^ Having entered the city, the 8uta San- 
jaya, raising his arms in grief, and with limbs trembling, en- 
tered the palace of the king.'^ Filled with grief, 0 tiger 
among men, he wept aloud, saying, — Alas, 0 king ! Alas, all of 
us are ruined by the slaughter of that high-souled monarch !'* 
Alas, Time is all-powerful, and crooked in his course, since all 
our allies, endued with might equal to that of Cakra himself, 
have been slain by the Pandavas !”* — Seeing Sanjaya come 
iback to the city, 0 king, in that distressful plight, all tjie 
people, 0 best of kings, filled with great anxiety, wept loudly, 
saying, — Alas, Oh king — The whole city, 0 tiger among 
•men, including the very children, hearing of Duryodhana’s 
■death, sent forth notes of lamentation from every side.*® We 
then beheld all the men and women running about, deeply 
a'Tlicted with grief, their senses gone, and resembling people 
that are demented.*® The Sata Sahjaya then, deeply agitated, 
entered the abode of the king and beheld that foremost of 
raonarchs, that lord of men, having wisdom for his eyes.** 


* The Bombay edition reads the first line of 17 differently. If that 
reading be accepted, the translation would run,— Destiny is all-powerful, 

0 king, aid prowess is fruitless f— T, 
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B^hoMingthe sinless monarch, that chief of Bharata’s race^ 
sdatedi surrounded by his daiighters-in*Iaw and Gandhari and ' 
\ldura and by other friends and kinsmen that were always • 
his well-wishers;” aftd engaged in thinking on that very sub- 
ject, viz., the death of Kama, the SiUa Sanjaya, with heart 
filled with grief, 0 Janamejaya, weepingly and in a voice 
choked with tears, said unto him, — I am Sanjaya, O' tiger 
among men 1 I bow to thee, 0 bull of Bharata’s race I*’"**' 
The ruler of the Madras, viz., Calya, hath been slain! Simi- 
larly Siivala's son Cakuni, and Uliika, 0 tiger among men, 
that valiant son of the gamester (Cakuni), have been slain 1” 
AW the Sdnisaptakas, the Karnvojas together with the Cakas, 
the Mlechhas, the Mountaineers, and the Yavanas, have also ' 
been slain !” The Easterners have been slain, 0 monarch, 
and all the Southerners ! The Northerners have all been slain, 
as also the Westerners, 0 ruler of men All the kings and^ 
all the princes have been slain, 0 monarch ! King Duryo- 
dhana also has been slain by the son of Pandu after the manner 
he had vowed;” With his thighs broken, 0 monarch, he 
licth now on the dust, covered with blood; Dhrishtadyumna 
also hath been slain, 0 king, as also the un vanquished Cikhan- 
din !” Uttamaujas and Yudhamanyu, 0 king, and the Pra- 
bhadrakas, and those tigers among men, viz., the Panchalas,^ 
and the Chedis,* have been destroyed,” Thy sons have all been 
slain as also the (five) sons of Draupadi, 0 Bharata! The* 
heroic and mighty son of Kama, viz., Vrishasena, hath been 
slain.** All the men (that had been assembled) have been 
alaim All the elephants have been destroyed. All the car- 
warriors, O' tiger a#nong men, and all the steeds, have falien 
in battle,” Very few are alive on thy side, 0 lord ! In conse- 
quence of the Pandavas and the Kauravas having cncounte'’ed 
each other,** the world; stupified by Time, now consists of only 
women ! On the side of the Pandavas sevan are alive, whilo> 
amongst the Dhartarashtras three are so.” They are tho 
five (Pandava) brothers, and Vasudeva; and Satyaki, and 
Kripa, and Kritavarman, and Drona’s son, that foremost of 
victors.** These three car-warriors, 0 monarch, are all that 
survive, 0 best of kings, of all the AhhadhinU mustered oa 
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thy side/0 ruler of men I” These are the survivors, O moit- 
aroh, the rest have perished! Making Duryodhana and his 
hostility (towards the Pandavas) the cause, the whole world, 
it seems, hath been destroyed, 0 bull of Bharata's race, by 
Time !’ 

Vai^ampayana continued, — “Hearing these cruel words, 
Dhritarashtra, that ruler of men, fell down, 0 monarch, on 
the Earth, deprived of his senses.*® As soon as the king fell 
down, Vidura also, of great fame, 0 monarch, afflicted with 
sorrow on account of the king’s distress, fell down on the 
Earth.*® Gandhari also, 0 best of kings, and all the Kuru 
ladies, suddenly fell down on the ground, hearing those cruel 
>vords.^® That entire conclave of royal persons remained lying 
on the ground, deprived of their senses and raving deliriously, 
like figures painted on a large piece of canvas.‘^‘ Then king 
Dhritarashtra, that lord of Earth, afflicted with the calamity 
represented by the death of his sons, slowly and with difficulty 
regained his lifo-breaths.^“ Having recovered his senses, the 
king, with trembling limbs and sorrowful heart, turned his 
face on every side, and said these words unto Kshattri 
(Vidura) — 0 learned Kshatri, 0 thou of great wisdom, thou, 
O bull of Bharata’s race, art now my refuge! I am lord- 
less and destitute of all my sons 1^* — Having said these, he once 
more fell down, deprived of his senses. Beholding him fallen, 
all his kinsmen, that were present there,** sprinkled cold 
water over him and fanned him with fans. Comforted after a 
long while, that lord of Earth,** afflicted with sorrow on ac- 
count of the death of his sons, remained silent, sighing heavily, 
O monarch, like a snake put into a jar.*'^ Sanjaya also wept 
aloud, beholding the king so afflicted. All the ladies too, 
with Gandhari of great celebrity, did the same.** After a long 
while, 0 best of men, Dhritarashtra, having repeatedly swoon- 
ed, addressed Vidura, saying,*® — Let all the ladies retire, as also 
Gandhari of great fame, and all these friends ! My mind hath 
become greatly unsettled !*® — Thus addressed, Vidura, repeated- 
ly trembling, slowly dismissed the ladies, 0 bull of Bharata’s 
race I** All those ladies retired, O chief of the Bharatas^ as 
• those friends, beholding the king deeply afflicte4*’ 
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Then Sanjaya cheerlessly looked at the king, 0 scorcher of foes, 
\whor having recovered his senses, was weeping in great afHic- 
tiom*® With joined hands, Vidura then, in sweet words, com- 
forted that ruler of men who was sighing incessantly 


Section II. 

yai(;ampayana said,— “After the ladies had been dismissed, 
Dhritarashtra, the son of Amvika, plunged into grief greater 
than that which had afflicted him before, began, 0 monarch, 
to indulge in lamentations.’ Exhaling breaths that resembled 
smoke, and repeatedly waving his arms, and reflecting a little, 
O monarch, he said these words.® 

‘‘Dhritarashtra said, — ‘Alas, 0 Siita, the intelligence is 
fraught with great grief that I hear from thee, viz., that the 
Pandavas are all safe and have suffered no loss in battle !® 
Without doubt, my hard heart is made of the essence of thun- 
der, since it breaketh not upon hearing of the fall of my sons!^ 
Thinking of their ages, 0 Sanjaya, and of their sports in 
childhood, and learning today that all of them have perished, 
my heart seems to break into pieces Although in conse- 
quence of my blindness I never saw their forms, still I cherish- 
ed a great love for them in consequence of the affection one 
feels for his children.* Hearing that they had passed out of 
childhood and entered the period of youth and then of early 
manhood, I became exceedingly glad, O sinless one 1’ Hear- 
ing today that they have been slain and divested of prosperity 
and energy, I fail to obtain peace of mind, being overwhelmed 
with grief on account of the distress that has overtaken them !® 
Come, come, 0 king of kings, to me that am without a projiec- 
tor now ! Deprived of thee, 0 mighty-armed one, what will be 
my plight?* Why, 0 sire, abandoning all the assembled kings 
dost thou lie on the bare ground, deprived of life, like an 
ordinary and wretched king Having been, 0 monarch, the 
rofuge of kinsmen and friends, whore dost thou go now, O 
hero, abandoning me that am blind and old ?“ Where now, 0 
king, is that com|iassion of thine, that love, and that respect- 
fuhijgss? Invincible as thou wert in battle, how, aUs, hast 
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thou been slain by the Parthas Who will now, after I will 
have waked from sleep at the proper hour, repeatedly address™ 
mein such endearing and respectful words as, — 0 father y 0 
faiheVy — 0 great kiiigy—O of the world — and affec- 
tionately clasping my neck with moistened eyes, will seek my 
orders, saying, — Command me, 0 thou of KvAru's race ! — Ad- 
dress me, O son, in that sweet language once more 0^ 
dear child, I heard even these words from thy lips, viz., — 
This wide Earth is as much ours as it is of Prithas son!**' 
Bhagadatta and Kripa and Galya and the two princes of 
Avanti and Jayadratha and Bhuri^ravas and Gala and Soma- 
datta and Valhika*^ and A 9 watthaman and the chief of the 
Bhojas and the mighty prince of Magadha and Vrihadvala and. 
the ruler of the KS^cjis and Cakuni the son of Suvala*’ and 
many thousands of Mlecchas and Cakas and Yavanas, and Su- 
dakshina the ruler of the Kamvojas and the king of the Trigar- 
tas** and the grandsire Bhishma and Bharadwaja's son and 
Gotama's son and Crutayush and Ayutayush and Catayush of 
great energy,^® and Jalasandha and Rishya^ringa’s son and the 
Rdkshasa Alayudha, and the mighty-armed Alamvusha and< 
the great car- warrior Suvahu,®*^ — these and numerous other 
kings, 0 best of monarchs, have taken up arras for my sake;, 
prepared to cast away their very lives in great battle !** 
Stationed on the field amidst these, and surrounded by my 
brothers, I will fight against all the Parthas and the Pan- 
chalas** and the Chedis, 0 tiger among kings, and the sona 
of Draupadi and Satyaki and Kunti-Bhoja and the Rdkshasa 
Ghatotkacha 1** Even one amongst these, 0 king, excited 
with rage, is able to resist in battle the Pandavas rushing to- 
wards him !•* What need I say then of all these heroes, every 
one of whom has wrongs to avenge on the Pandavas, when- 
united together ? All these, O monarch, will fight with the 
followers of the Pandavas and will slay them in battle.**^ 
Kama alone, with myself, will slay the Pandavas. All the 
heroic king^^ will then live under my sway,** He who is their 
leader, viz,, the mighty Vasudeva, will not, he has told moi 
put on mail for them, .0 king 1*^ — Even in this way, 0 Suta, 
did Bhrybdhana often use to speak to me ! Hewing what 'he 



Pdrm] CALYAPARVA, Y 

said, I believed that the Pandavas would be slain in battle.** 
When, however, my sons, stationed in the midst of those 
heroes, and exerting themselves vigorously in battle, have all 
been slain, what can it be but Destiny ?** When that lord of 
the world, viz., the valiant Bhishma, having encountered Ci-* 
khandin, met with his death like a lion meeting with his at 
the hands of a jackal, what can it be but Destiny When 
the Brahmana Drona, that master of all weapons offensive 
and defensive, has been slain by the Pandavas in battle, what 
can it be but Destiny When Bhuri(;ravas has been slain 
in battle, as also Somadatta and king Valhika, what can it be 
but Destiny ?** When Bhagadatta, skilled in fighting from 
the backs of elephants, has been slain, and when Jayadratha 
hath been slain, what can it be but Destiny ?” When Su* 
dakshina has been slain, and Jalasandha of Puru's race, as also 
Crutayush and Ayutayush, what can it be but Destiny 1** 
The mighty Pandya, that foremost of all wielders of weapons, 
has been slain in battle by the Pandavas. What can it bo but 
Destiny ?” When Vrihadvala has been slain and the mighty 
king of the Magadhas, and the valiant Ugrayudha, that type 
of all bowmen,” when the two princes of Avanti (viz., Vinda 
and Anuvinda) have been slain, and the ruler also of the 
Trigartas, as also the numerous Samsaptakas, what can it be 
but Destiny ?” When king Alamvusha, and the Bdkshasa Ala- 
yudha, and Rishyacjringa s son, have been slain, what can it be 
but Destiny When the Narayanas have been slain, as also 
the Gopalas, those troops that were invincible in battle, and 
many thousands of Mlecchas, what can it be but Destiny ?•* 
When Cakuni the son of Suvala, and the mighty Uluka, called 
the gamester 3 son, that hero at the head of his forces, have 
been slain, what can it be but Destiny When innumerable 
high-souled heroes, accomplished in pll kinds of weapons 
offensive and defensive, and endued with ;)rowess equal to that 
of Cakra himself, have been slain, 0 when Kshatriyas 

hailing from diverse realms, 0 Sanjaya, have all been slain in 
battle, what it be but Destiny ?** Endued with great 
might, my sons ahd grandsons have been slain, as also my 
friends and bipthren, Whatcauit be but Destiny?** With- 
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ont doubt, man takes his birth, sut^ect to Destiny, Tbnt 
man who is possessed of good fortune meets with good.** 1 
am bereft of good fortune, and, therefore, am deprived of 
tny children, 0 Sanjaya ! Old as I am, how shall 1 now sub- 
mit to the sway of enemies ?** 1 do not think anything else 
than exile into the woods to be good for me, 0 lord ! Depriv- 
ed of relatives and kinsmen as I am, I will go into the woods.*' 
Nothing else than an exile into the woods can be better for 
me who am fallen into this plight and who am shorn of my 
wings, 0 Sanjaya !*’ When Duryodhana has been slain, when 
Calya has been slain, when Dus^asana and Yiving^a and the 
mighty Yikarna have been slain," how shall I be able to bear 
the roars of that Bhimasena who hath alone slain a hundred 
sons of mine in battle?*’ Ho will frequently speak of the 
slaughter of Duryodhana in my hearing. Burning with grief 
and sorrow, I shall not be able to bear his cruel words !’ ”** 

Yaitjampayana continued,— “Even thus that king, burning 
with grief and deprived of relatives and kinsmen, repeatedly 
swooned, overwhelmed with sorrow on account of the death 
of his sons.*’ Having wept for a long while, Dhritarashtra, the 
son of Amvika, breathed heavy and hot sighs at the thought 
of his defeat.” Overwhelmed with sorrow, and burning with 
grief, that bull of Bharata’s race once more enquired of his 
charioteer Sanjaya the son of Gavalgana the details of what 
had happened." 

“Dhritarashtra said, — 'After Bhishma and Drona had been 
slain, and the Suta’s son also overthrown, whom did my war- 
riors make their generalissimo ?'* The Pandavas are slaying 
without any delay every one whom my warriors are making 
their generalissimo in battle.” Bhishma was slain at the van 
■ of battle by the diadem-decked Arjuna in the very sight of ye 
all ! Even thus was Drona slain in the sight of ye all !” Even 
thus was the Suta’s son, the valiant Earna, slain by Arjuna in 
the sight of all the kings 1*’ Long before, the high-souled 
Yidura h^ told me that through the fault of Duryodhana, the 
.population of the Earth would be exterminated.” There are 
some fools that do not see things even though they cast their 
eyeron tlwm, Those words of Yidura have SYH*? 
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ny foolish self.** Whaf; Vidura of righteous soul, conversant 
vith the attributes of everything, then said, hath turned out 
sxactly, for the words he uttered were nothing but the truth.®® 
/Afflicted by fate, I did not then act according to those words. 
The fruits of that evil course have now manifested themselves. 
Describe them to me, 0 son of Gavalgana, once more !“ Who 
became the head of our army after Kama's fall ? Who was 
that car-warrior who proceeded against Arjuna and Vasixdcva 
Who were they that protected the right wheel of the ruler oE 
the Madras in battle ? Who protected the left wheel of thafe 
hero when ho went to battle ? Who also guarded his rear ?®* 
How, w'hen all of you were together, could the mighty king; 
of the Madras, as also my son, be slain, 0 Sanjaya, by the 
Pindavas ?** Tell me the details of the great destruction of 
the Bharatas. Tell me how my son Duryodhana fell in battle 1®^ 
Tell me how all the Panchalas with their followers, and 
(Dhrishtadyumna and Cikhandin and the five sons of Draupadi, 
fell !*® Tell me how the (five) Pandavas and the two Satwataa 
(viz,, Krishna and Satyaki), and Kripa and Kritavarman and 
Drona’s son, have escaped with life I desire to hear every- 
thing about the manner in which the battle occurred and the 
kind of battle it was! Thou art skilled, 0 Sanjaya, in narra- 
tion. Tell me everything !' 


Section III. 

“Sanjaya said, — ‘Hear, 0 king, with attention how that greafi 
carnage of the Kurus and the Pandavas occurred when they 
rencountered each other.® After the Sutas son had been slain 
by the illustrious son of Pandu, and after the troops had been 
repeatedly rallied and had repeatedly fled away,® and after a 
terrible carnage had taken place, 0 foremost of men, of human 
keings in battle subsequent to Kama's de£,th, Partha began 
to utter leonine roars. At that time a great fear entered tho 
hearts of thy sons.* Indeed, after Kama’s death, there was 
no Warrior in thy armj^ who could set his heart upon rallying 
^ the troops or displaying his prowess.* They then looked like 
ship. wrecked merchants on the fathomless ocean without a 
2 
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Taffc to save themselves. When their protector was slain by 
the diadem-deckcd Arjuna, they were like persons on the wide 
sea desirous of reaching some shore of safety.* Indeed, 0 
king, after .the slaughter of the Suta’s son, thy troops, Struck 
Avith panic and mangled with arrows, were Tike unprotected 
men desirous of a protector or like a herd of deer afflicted by 
a lion.® Vanquished by Savyaslichin, they retired in the 
evening, like bulls with broken horns or snakes shorn df their 
fangs.^ Their foremost of heroes slain, themselves thrown into 
confusion and mangled with keen arrows, thy sons, 0 king, 
upon the slanght(?r of the Sutas sow, fled away in fear.® 
Deprived of weapons and coats of mail, all of them lost their 
senses and know not in which direction to fly. Casting their 
eyes on all sides in fear, many of them began to slaughter 
one another.* Many fell down or became pale, thinking,— 
It is me whom Vihhatsti is imrsxiing ! — It is me whom Vriko- 
dara is imrsiiing — Some riding on fleet steeds, some on 

fleet cars, and some on fleet elephants, many great car- war- 
riors fled away from fear, abandoning the foot-soldiers,” Cars 
Avere broken by elephants, horsemen were crushed by greal 
ear-warriors, and bands of foot were smashed and slain bj 
'bodies of horse, as these fled away from the field.** Afte: 
the fall of the Suta’s son, thy troops became like straggler 
from a caravan in a forest abounding with robbers and beast 
of prey.** Some elephants whose riders had been slain, an 
others whose trunks had been cut off, afflicted with fea: 
‘hohcld the whole Avorld to he full of Partha,** Beholdin 
his troops flying away afflicted with the fear of Bhimasena, ' 
Duryodhana then, wdth cries of Dh and AlaSy addressed his 
driver, saying,** — If I take up my post at the rear of the 
army, armed with my bow, Partha then AVill never be able 
to transgress me. Urge the steeds, therefore, with speed.** 
When I will put forth my valor in battle, Dhananjaya the 
son of Kunti will not venture to transgress me like the 
ocean^'never venturing to transgress its continents,*’^ To- 
da^, slaying Arjuna with Qovinda, and the proud Vriko- 
dara, and the rest of my foes, I will free myself from the 
debt I owe to Karha,**;^Hew:ing these words of the Kuru 
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king so becoming a hero ami an honorablo man, his driver 
slowly urged those steeds adorned with trappings of gold.-^ 
At that time many brave warriors deprived of elephants and 
steeds and cars, and five and twenty thousand foot, 0 siro, 
proceeded slowly (for battle).*^ Then Bhimasena, filled with 
wrath, and Dhrishtadyumna the son of Prishata, encompassing 
those troops with the assistance of four kinds of forces, des- 
troyed them with shafts.** All of them fought vigorously with 
Bhima and Prishatas son. Many amongst them challenged the 
two Pandava heroes, mentioning their names.** Surrounded 
by them in battle, Bhima became enraged with them. Quick- 
ly descending from his car, he began to fight, armed with 
Ids mace.** Relying on the might of his own arms, Vrikodara 
ho son of Kunti; wlm was on his car, observant of the rules of 
dr fight, did not fight with those foes who were on the ground.*^ 
irmed then with that heavy mace of his that was made entirely 
f iron and adorned with gold and cquipt with a sling, and 
hat resembled the Destroyer himself as he becomes at the 
nd of the Yuga, Bhima slew them all like Yama slaughtering 
roatures with his club,** Those foot-soldiers, oxoited with 
[reat rage, having lost their friends and kinsmen, were pre- 
pared to throw away their lives, and rushed in that battle 
io wards Bhima like insects towards a blazing fire.®* Indeed, 
hose warriors, filled with rage and invincibjo iu battle, ap- 
)roaching Bhimasena, suddenly perished like living creatures 
it the glance of the Destroyer.** Armed with sword and mace, 
Bhima careered like a hawk and slaughtered tliose five and 
iwenty thousand warriors of thine.*® Having slain that brave 
livision, the mighty Bhima, of prowess incapable of being 
3affled, once more stood, with Dhrishtadyumna before him.*® 
Meanwhile Dhananjaya of great energy proceeded towards the 
3ar-division (of the Kurus). The twin sous of Madri and the 
nciightj car-warrior Satyaki, all endued wi h great strength, 
eheeirfully rushed against Cakuni with great speed from desire 
of slaying him,®* Having slain with keen shafts the numerous 
cavalry of Cakuni, those Pandava heroes quickly rushed against 
Cakuni himself, wh^^reupon a fierce battle was fought there.** 
Ihen Dhaaunjaya, 0 king, penetrated into the of the car 
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division of the Kauravas, stretching his bow Gdndiva celebra- 
ted over the three worlds.” Beholding that car having white 
steeds yoked unto it and owning Krishna for its driver coming 
towards them, with Arjuna as the warrior on it, thy troops fled 
aAvay in fear.” Deprived of cars and steeds and pierced with 
shafts from every side, five and twenty thousand foot*soldiers pro- 
ceeded towards Partha and surrounded him.” Then that mighty 
car-warrior amongst the Princhalas, (viz., Dhrishtadyumna) with 
Bhimasena at his head, speedily slew that brave division and 
stood tirumphant.” Tho son of the Panchala king, viz., the 
celebrated Dhrishtadyumna, was a mighty bowman possessed 
of great beauty and a crusher of large bands of foes,” At 
sight of Dhrishtadyumna unto whoso car were yoked steeds 
white as pigeons and whoso standard was made of a lofty Kovi* 
ddrat thy troops fled away in fear.*’ The celebrated sons of 
Madri, with Satyaki among them, engaged in the pursuit of 
the Gandhara king who was quick in the use of weapons, 
speedily appeared to our view.” Chekitana and Cikhandin 
and the (five) sons of Draupadi, 0 sire, having slain a large 
number of thy troops, blow their conchs.*® Beholding all thy 
troops flying away with their faces from the field, those (Pan- 
dava) heroes pursued and smote them like bulls pursuing van- 
quished biills.'^® Then tho mighty Savyasachin the son of 
Pandu, beholding a remnant of thy army still keeping their 
ground, became filled with rage, 0 king!*‘ Suddenly, 0 mon- 
arch, ho shrouded that remnant of thy forces with arrows. Tho 
dust, however, that was then raised, enveloped the scene, irt 
consequence of which wc could not see anything.** Darkness 
also spread over the scene and tho field of battle was covered 
with arrows. Thy troops, 0 monarch, then fled away in fear on < 
all sides.** When his army was thus broken, the Kuru king, 0 
monarch, rushed against both friends and foes.** Then Duryo- 
dhana challenged all the Pandavas to battle, 0 chief of Bharata's 
race, like the Asara Vali in days of yore challenging all the 
celestials.** The Pandavas then, uniting together and filled 
with rage, upbraiding him repeatedly and shooting diverse 
weapons, rushed against the roaring Duryodhana.** The latter, 
however, fearlessly smote his foes with shafts, The prowess 
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that we then saw of thy son was exceedingly wonderful ” since 
all the Fandavas together were unable to transgress him, At 
this time Duryodhana beheld, staying at a little distance from 
him, his troops, exceedingly mangled with shafts, and prepared 
to fly away. Rallying them then, 0 monarch, thy son, resolved 
on battle and desirous of gladdening them, addressed those war- 
riors, saying,**”*’ — I do not see that spot on plain or mountain 
whither, if ye fly, the Fandavas will not slay ye ! AVhat use 
then in flight ?** The Pandava army hath now been reduced 
to a small remnant. The two Krishnas have been exceedingly 
mangled. If all of us make a stand here, we are certain to 
have victory.** If, however, ye fly away, breaking your array, 
the Fandavas, pursuing your sinful selves, will slay ye all ! 
Death in battle, therefore, is for our good !“ Death in tho 
field of battle while engaged in fight according to Kshatriya 
practices, is pleasant. Such death produces no kind of grief. 
By encountering such a death, a person enjoys eternal happi- 
ness in the other world.** Let all the Kshatriyas assembled 
hero listen to me ! It were bettor that they should even submit 
to the power of the angry Bhiinasena than that they should 
abandon the duties practiced by them from the days of their 
ancestors !** There is no act more sinful for a Kshatriya than 
flight from battle ! Ye Kauravas, there is not a better path 
to heaven than tho duty of battle !*' The warrior acquires 
in a day regions of bliss (in the other world) that take many 
long years for others to acquire ! — Fulfilling those words of 
the king, the great Kshatriya car-warriors'* once more rushed 
against the Fandavas, unable to endure their defeat and firmly 
resolved to put forth their prowess.** Then commenced a 
battle once more, that was exceedingly fierce, between thy 
troops and the enemy, and that resembled the one between the 
gods and tho Aswas.** Thy son Duryodhana then, 0 monarch 
with all his troops, rushed against tlje Fandavas headed by 
Yudhiahthira.’”*’ 
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**Sanjaya said, — ‘Beholding the fallen boxes of cars* as also: 
the cars of high-souled warriors, and the elephants and foot- 
soldiers, 0 sire, slain in battle,*— seeing the field of battle 
assume an aspeot as aw&il as that of the sporting ground of 
Rudra, — observing the inglorious end obtained by hundreds and 
thousands of kings,* — witnessing also the prowess of Partha 
after the retreat of thy son with grief-stricken heart and when 
thy troops, filled with anxiety* and fallen into great distress, 
0 Bharata, were deliberating as to what they should next do, 
hearing also the loud wails of the Kaurava warriors that were 
being crushed,* and marking the displaced and disordered tokens 
of great kings, the Kuril leader Kripa of great energy, possess-^ 
ed of years and good conduct and filled with compassion,® 
and endued with eloquence, approached king Duryodhana, and 
angrily said these words unto him :• — 0 Duryodhana, listen, O 
Bharata, to these words that I will say unto thee 1 Having 
heard them, 0 monarch, do thou act according to them, O 
sinless one, if it please thee 1’ There is no path, 0 monarch, 
that is better than the duty of battle 1 Having recourse to 
that path, Kshatriyas, 0 bull of the Kshatriya order, engage 
in battle !* He who lives in the observance of Kshatriya prac- 
tices fights with son, sire, brother, sister's son, and maternal 
uncle, and relatives, and kinsmen.® If ho is slaughtered in 
battle, there is great merit in it. Similarly, there is great siu 
if he flies from the field. It is for this that the life of a person 
desirous of living by the adoptioti of Kshatriya duties is ex- 
ceedingly terrible,*® Unto thee, as regards this, I will say a 
few beneficial words. After the fall of Bhishma and Drona and 
the mighty car-warrior Kama," after the slaughter of Jaya- 
dratha and thy brothers, 0 sinless one, and thy son Lakshmana, 
what is there now for us to do ?** They, upon whom resting 
all burdens we had boon enjoying sovereignty, have all gone 
to regions of bressedness attainable by persons conversant with 

" ■ " ■■ y ?- — 1 ^ 1 II ■.■■■! 

* Aidui' a iiicke or box for the driver, —T, 
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Brnkmcbt casting off their bodies !‘* As regards ourselves, 
deprived of those great car-warriors possessed of numerous 
accomplishments, we shall have to pass our time in grief, having 
caused numerous kings to perish 1*^ When all those heroes 
were alive, even then Vibhatsu could not be vanquished. Hav- 
ing Krishna, for his eyes, that mighty-armed hero is incapable 
of being defeated by the very gods The vast (Kaurava) 
host, approaching his Ape-bearing standard that is lofty as an 
Indra’s pole (set up in the season of spring) and that is eifulgent 
as Indra s bow, hath always trembled in fear.’® At the leonine 
roars of Bhimasena and the blare of Pdnehajanya, and tho 
twang of Gdiuliva^ our hearts will die away within us.^’ 
Moving like flashes of lightning, and blinding our eyes, Ar- 
juna’s Gandiva is seen to resemble a circle of fire.’® Decked 
with pure gold, that formidable bow, as it is shaken, looks 
like lightnings flash moving about on every side.’® Steeds 
white in hue and possessed of great speed and endued with 
tho splendour of the Moon or the Kdfa grass, and that run 
devouring tho skies, are yoked unto his car.®^ Urged on by 
Krishna, like masses of clouds driven by the wind, and their 
limbs decked with gold, they bear Arjuna to battle,*’ That 
foremost of all persons conversant with arms, viz., Arjuna, 
burnt that great force of thine like a swelling conflagration 
consuming dry grass in the forest in the season of winter.** 
Possessed of the splendour of Indra himself, while penetrat- 
ing into our ranks, we have seen Dhananjaya to look like an 
elephant with four tusks.*® While agitating thy army and 
inspiring the kings with fear, we have seen Dhananjaya to 
resemble an elephant agitating a lake overgrown with lotuses.** 
While terrifying all the warriors with the twang of bis bow, we 
have again seen the son of Pandu to resemble a lion inspiring 
smaller animals with dread.** Those <wo foremost of bowmen 
in all the worlds, those two bulls amortg all persons armed with 
the boW, viz., the two Krishnas, clad in mail, are looking 
exceedingly beautiful.®* Today is the seventeenth day of this 
awful battle, O Bharata, of those that are being slaughtered in 
the midst of this fight !** The diverse divisions of thy army 
are broken and dispersed like autumnal clouds disposed by the 
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wind.** Savyasachin, 0 monarch, caused thy army to tremble 
and reel like a tempest-tossed boat exposed on the bosom of the 
ocean.** Where was the Suta^s son, whore was Drona with 
all his followers, where was I, where wert thou, where was 
Hridika’s son, where thy brother Dusijasana accompanied by his 
brothers, (when Jayadratha was slain) ?** Upon beholding 
Jayadratha and finding him within the range of his arrows, 
Arjuna, putting forth his prowess upon all thy kinsmen and 
brothers and allies and maternal uncles, and placing his feet 
upon their heads, slew king Jayadratha in the very sight of 
all ! What then is there for us to do now ?*‘"** Who is there 
among thy troops now that would vanquish the son of Pandu ?** 
That high-souled warrior possesses diverse kinds of celestial 
weapons. The twang, again, of Gandiva robbeth us of our 
energies !** This army of thine that is now without a leader is 
like a night without the Moon, or like a river that is dried up 
with all the trees on its banks broken by elephants.®* The 
mighty-armed Arjuna of white steeds will, at his pleasure, 
career amid this thy masterless host, like a blazing conflagra- 
tion amid a heap of grass !** The impetuosity of those two, 
viz., Satyaki and Bhimascna, would split all the mountains or 
dry up all the oceans 1®^ The words that Bhima spoke in the 
midst of the assembly have all been nearly accomplished by him, 
0 monarch 1 .That which remains unaccomplished will again be 
accomplished by him !** While Kama was battling before it, 
the army of the Pandavas, difficult to be defeated, was vigorous- 
ly protected by the wielder of Gandiva,^^ Ye have done many 
foul wrongs, without any cause, unto the righteous Pandavas ! 
The fruits of those acts have now come 1*® For the sak<5 of thy 
own objects thou hadst, with great care, mustered together a 
large force ! That vast force as also thyself, 0 bull of Bharata's 
race, have fallen into great danger !** Preserve thy own self 
now, for self is the refuge of everything ! If the refuge is 
broken, 0 sire, everything inhering thereto is scattered on 
every side.** JBCe that is being weakened should seek peace by 
conciliation. He that is growing should make war. This is 
the policy taught by Vrihaspati ** We are now inferior to the 
sons of Pandu as regards the strength of our army, There- 
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fore, 0 lori I think peace with the Pandavas is for our good P* 
Ho that does not know what is for his good or (knowing) dis- 
regards what is for his good, is soon divested of his kingdom 
and ueverrobtains any good.** If by bowing unto king Yudhish- 
thira sovereignty may still remain to us, even that would be for 
our good, and not, 0 king, to sustain through folly defeat (ati 
the hands of the Pandavas) 1*® Yudhishthira is corapassionatei 
At the request of Vichit'raviryya’s son and of Govinda, he 
will allow you to continue king.*^ Whatever HrishikeQa will 
.say unto the victorious king Yudhishthira and Arjuna and 
Bhimasena, all of them will, without doubt, obey.*® Krishna 
will not, I think, be able to transgress the words of Dhrita- 
rashtra of Kuru’s race, nor will the son of Pandu be able to 
transgress those of Krishna.*® A cessation of hostilities with 
the sons of Prithil is what I consider to be for thy good. I 
do not say this unto thee from any mean motives nor for pro- 
tecting my life. I say, 0 king, that which I regard to be 
beneficial, Thou wilt recollect these words when tliou wilfi 
be' on the point of death (if thou ncgloctest them now) — 
Advanced in years, Kripa the son of Caradwat said these words 
weepingly. Breathing long and hot brcatlis, he then gave way 
to sorrow and almost lost his senses/ ’ 


Section V. 

“Sanjaya said, — ‘Thus addressed by the celebrated son of 
G.itama, the king ( Duryodhana ), breathing long and hot 
breaths, remained silent, 0 monarch 1* Having reflected for a 
little while, the high-soulcd sou of Dhritarfishtra, that scorcher 
of foes, then said those words unto Caradwat s son Kripa 
Whatever a friend should say, thou hast said unto me ! Thou 
hast also, whilst battling, done everythi ig for mo, without 
caring for thy very life !® The world has seen thee penetrate 
into the midst of the Pandava divisions and fight with the 
mighty car- warriors of the Pandavas endued with great energy * 
That which should be said by a friend has been said by thee. 
Thy words, however, do not please me like medicine that 
pleases the person that is on the point of death,® These bene- 
* 3 



fi'cial and excellent words, fraught with reason, that thou, O 
mighty-armed one, hast said, do not seem acceptable to me, 
0 foremost of Brahmanas !• Deprived by us of his kingdom 
(on a former occasion), why will the son of Pandu repose his 
trust on us ! That mighty king was once defeated by us at dice. 
Why will we again believe my words P* So also, Krishna, ever 
engaged in the good of the Parthas, when he came to us as an 
envoy, was deceived by us. That act of ours was exceedingly 
ill-judged. Why then, 0 regenerate one, will Hrishike^a trust 
my words P The princess Krishna, while standing in the 
midst of the assembly, wept piteously. Krishna will never 
forget that act of ours, nor that act, viz., the deprivation of 
Yudhishthira by us of his kingdom !* Formerly it was heard 
by us that the two Krishnas have the same heart between them 
and are firmly united with each other ! Today, 0 lord, we 
have seen it with our eyes Having heard of the slaughter 
of his sister’s son, Keejava passeth his nights in sorrow. We 
have offended him highly. Why will he forgive us then 
Arjiina also, in consequence of Arhimanyu s death, hath be- 
come very miserable. Even if solicited, why will he strive for 
my good ?** The second son of Pandu, the mighty Bhima- 
sena, is exceedingly fierce. He has made a terrible vow. He 
will break but not bend.‘* The heroic twins, breathing ani- 
mosity against us, when clad in mail and armed with their 
swords, resemble a pair of Yamas.*^ Dhrishtadyumna and 
Cikhandin have drawn their swords against me. Why will those 
two, 0 best of Brahmanas, strive for my good?** While clad 
in a single raiment and in her season, the princess Krishna 
was treated cruelly by Dus^asana in the midst of the assem- 
bly and before the eyes of all,** Those scorchers of foes, viz., 
Pandavas, who still remember the naked Draupadi plunged 
into distress, can never be dissuaded from battle.*^ Then again, 
Krishna the daughter of Drupada, is, in sorrow, undergoing 
the austerest of penances for my destruction and the success of 
the objects^cherished by her husbands, and sleepeth every day 
on the bare ground, intending to do so till the end of the 
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tiostiUties is attained.** Abandoning honor and pride, the 
uterine sister of Vasudeva (Subhadra) is always serving Drau- 
padi as a veritable waiting-woman.” Everything, therefore, hath 
flamed up. That fire can never be quenched. Peace with them 
hath become impossible in consequence of the slaughter of 
Abhimanyu.’® Having also enjoyed the sovereignty of this 
Earth bounded by the ocean, htow shall I be able to enjoy, under 
favor of the Pandavas, a kingdom in peace ?** Having shone 
like the Sun upon the heads of all the kings, how shall I 
walk behind Yudhishthira like a slave ?” Having enjoyed all 
enjoyable articles and shown great compassion, how shall I lead 
a miserable life now with mi.serable men as my companions ?'* 

I do not hate those mild and beneficial words that thou hast 
spoken. I, however, do not think that this is the time for 
peace,** To fight righteously is, 0 scorcher of foes, what I 
regard to be good policy. This is not the time for acting liko 
a eunuch. On the other hand, this is the time for battle.** I 
have performed many sacrifices. I have given away BahsUnm 
to Brahmanas. I have obtained the attainment of all my 
wishes. I have listened to Vedic recitations, I have walked 
upon the heads of ray foes.** My servants have all been well 
cherished by mo. I have relieved people in distress. I dare not, 
O. foremost of regenerate ones, address such humble words to 
the Pandavas.** I have conquered foreign kingdoms, I have 
properly governed my own kingdom. I have enjoyed- diverse 
kinds of enjoyable articles. Keligion and profit and pleasure 
I have pursued. I have paid off my debt to the Pitris and to 
Kshatriya duty.*' Certainly, there is no happiness here ! What 
becomes of kingdom, and what of good name ? b ame is all 
that one should acquire here. That fame can be obtained by 
battle, and by no other means.*’ The death that a Kshatriya 
meets with at home is censurable, Dccth on one’s bed at 
home is highly sinful.*® The man who casts away his body in 
the woods or in battle after having performed sacrifices, ob- 
tains great glory.** He is no man who dies miserably weep- 
ing in pain, afifiicted by disease and decay , in the midst of 
crying kinsmen.” Abandoning diverse objects of enjoyment. 
I shall now, by righteous battle, proceed to the regions of 
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Cakra, obtaining the companionship of those that have attained 
to the highest end.®* Without doubt, the habitation of heroes 
of righteous behaviour, who never retreat from battle, who 
are gifted with intelligence and devoted to truth, who are 
performers of sacrifices, and who have been sanctified in the 
sacrifice of weapons, is in heaven.** The diverse tribes of 
Apsarast without doubt, joyfully gaze at such heroes when 
engaged in battle. Without doubt, the Pitris behold them 
worshipped in the assembly of the gods and rejoicing in 
heaven, in the company of Apsaras.^* We will now ascend 
the path that is trod by the celestials and by heroes unreturn- 
ing from battle,** that path, viz., which has been taken by 
our venerable grandsire, by tlie preceptor endued with great 
intelligence, by Jayadratha, by Kama, and by Diisrjasana I” 
Many brave kings, who had exerted themselves vigorously for 
iny sake in this battle, have been slain. Mangled with arrows 
and their limbs bathed in blood, they lie now on the bare 
Earth.** Possessed of great courage and conversant with ex- 
cellent weapons, those kings, who had, again, performed sacri- 
fices as ordained in the scriptures, having cast off their life- 
breaths in the discharge of their duties, have now become the 
denizens of Indra’a abode.*** They have paved the way (to 

that blessed region). That road will once more become diffi- 
cult in consequence of the crowds of heroes that will hurry 
along it for reaching that blessed Remembering with 

gratitude the feats of those heroes that have died for me, 

I desire to pay off the debt I owe them, instead of fixing my 
heart upon kingdom.** If, having caused my friends and 
brothers and grandsires to be slain, I save my own life, the 
world will, without doubt, censure me,** What kind of sover- 
eignty will that be which I will enjoy, destitute of kinsmen 

* Some texts read dur^amo hi sulchavn, hhavet for durgamo hi punar* 

‘bhavet If the former reading be accepted, the meaning will be, ‘once 

difficult, th«lt road will become easy in consequence of the crowds of 
heroes that will hurry along it for reaching that blessed goal.’ Duryo* 
dh&na, hi that cate, would be held to be alluding to the many Kshatriyas 
iJKat Would yet die for obtaining regions of bliss in the other world, if 
the battle, iils tead of ceasing, were allowed to go on,— T. 
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find friends and well-wishers, and bowing down unto the son 
ef Panda I, who have lorded it over the universe in that 
way, will now acquire heaven by fair fight. It will not be 
otherwise !** — Thus addressed by Duryodhana, all the Kshatri- 
yas there applauded that speech and cheered the king, say- 
ing,— Excellent, Excellent !*• — Without at all grieving for 
their defeat, and firmly resolved upon displaying their prowess; 
all of them, having determined to fight, became filled with 
enthusiasm.^* Having groomed their animals then, the Kau- 
ravas, delighting at the prospect of battle, took up their quar- 
ters (for the night) at a spot little less than two Yojanas dis- 
tant from the field.*^ Having obtained the Saraswati of red 
waters on the sacred and beautiful table-land at the foot of 
Himavat, they bathed in that water and quenched their thirst 
with it. Their spirits raised by thy son, they continued to 
wait (on their resting ground).*® Once more rallying their 
own selves as well as one another, all those Kshatriyas, O 
king, urged by fate, waited (in their encampment).* ***® 

Section VI. 

'^Sanjaya said,— 'On that table-land at the foot of Himavat, 
those warriors, O monarch, delighting at the prospect of battle 
and assembled together, passed the night.^ Indeed, Calya 
and Ohitrasena and the mighty car-warrior Cakuni and Acjwat- 
thaman and Kripa and Kritavarman of the Satwata race,® 
and Suahona and Arishtasena and Dhritasena of great energy 
and Jayatsena and all these kings passed the night there.® 
After the heroic Kama had been slain in battle, thy sons, 
inspired with fright by the Pandavas desirous of victory, 
failed to obtain peace anywhere else than on the moiintaina of 
Himavat.* All of thorn then, 0 king, who were resolved on 
battle, duly worspipped the king and said unto him, in the 
presence of Calya, these words 1* — It behoveth theo to fight 
with the enemy, after having made some one the generalissimo 
of thy army, protected by whom in battle we will vanquish 
our foes !• — Then Duryodhana, without alighting from his car, 
[proceeded towards]* that foremost of car- warriors, that Ijero 

♦ These words occur lower down in verse 17.— T. 
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conversanli with all the rules of battle)^ (viz., A^watthaman,) 
who resembled the Destroyer himself in battle.^ Possessed of 
beautiful limbs, of head well-covered, of a neck adorned with 
three lines like those in a conch-shell, of sweet speech, of eyes 
resoQibling the petals of a full-blown lotus, and of a face like 
that of the tiger, of the dignity of Meru,* resembling the bull 
of Mahadeva as regards neck, eyes, tread, and voice, endued 
with arms that were large, massive, and well-joined, having a 
chest that was broad and well-formed,* equal unto Garuda ou 
the wind in speed and might, gifted with a splendour like 
that of the rays of the Sun, rivalling Uganas himself in in- 
telligence*® and the Moon in beauty and form and charms of 
face, with a body that seemed to be made of a number of 
golden lotuses, with well-made joints, of well-formed thighs 
and waist and hips, of beautiful feet, beautiful fingers, and 
beautiful nails, he seemed to have been made by the Creator 
with great care after recollecting one after another all the 
beautiful and good attributes of creation.** Possessed of every 
auspicious mark, and clever in every act, he was an ocean 
of learning. Ever vanquishing his foes with great speed, he 
was incapable of being forcibly vanquished by foes.** He 
knew, in all its details, the science of weapons consisting of 
four padas and ten Angas.f He knew also the four Vedas 
with all their branches, and the Mhydnas as the fifth.*^ 
Possessed of great ascetic merit, Drona, himself not born of 
woman, having worshipped the Three-eyed deity with great 
attention and austere vows, begat him upon a wife not born of 
woman,** Approaching that personage of unrivalled feats, that 
one who is unrivalled in beauty on Earth, that one who has 
mastered all branches of learning, that ocean of accomplish- 
ments, the faultless Acjwatthaman, thy son told him these 
words : — Thou, O preceptor s son, art today our highest re- 

* The correct readin^f, I apprehend, is Sarva yuddhavidhanajnam as 
in some of thi' Bengal texts, and not Sarvaynddhavihhdvajnam, as in 
the Bombay edition,, although Nilakantha notices the latter in his gloss. 

f A padu is a great division of a subject, an ajiyu being a smaller 
division, or subdivision,— T. 
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fiige ! Tell us, therefore, who is to be the generalissimo of 
my forces now, placing whom at our head, all of us, united 
together, may vanquish the Fandavas ? — 

“ '[Thus addressed,] the son of Drona answered, — Let Calya 
become the leader of our army ! In descent, in prowess, in 
energy, in fame, in beauty of person, and in every other 
accomplishment, he is superior !** Mindful of the services 
rendered to him, he has taken up our side, having abandoned 
the sons of his own sister ! Owning a large force of his own, 
that mighty-armed one is like a second (Kartikeya, the) celes- 
tial generalissimo Making that king the commander of 
our forces, O best of monarchs, we will be able to crain victory, 
like the gods, after making the unvanquished Skanda their 
commander — After Drona s son had said these words, all the 
kings stood, surrounding Calya, and cried victory to him. 
Having made up their minds for battle, they felt great joy.** 
Then Duryodhana, alighting from his car, joined his hands 
and addressing Calya, that rival of Drona and Bhishma in 
battle, who was on his car, said these words — 0 thou that 
art devoted to friends, that time has now come for thy friends 
when intelligent men examine persons in the guise of friends 
as to whether they are true friends or otherwise !** Brave as 
thou art, be thou our generalissimo at the van of our army. 
W hen thou wilt proceed to battle, the Fandavas, with their 
friends, will become cheerless, and the Fanchalas will be 
depressed !** — 

“ ‘Calya answered, — I will, O king of the Kurus, accom- 
plish that which thou askest me to accomplish ! Everything 
I have, viz., my life-breaths, my kingdom, my wealth, is at 
thy service !*• — 

" ‘Duryodhana said,— I solicit thee with offer of the leader- 
ship of my army, 0 maternal uncle ! 0 fi remost of warriors, 
protect us incomparably, even as Skanda protected the gods in 
battle 0 foremost of kings, thyself cause thy own self to 
be installed in the command as Favaka’s son Kartikeya in 
the command of (the forces of ) the celestials ! 0 hero, slay 
Our foes in battle like Indra slaying the Daimvas /’ 
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Section VII, 

“S:injaya said, — lloaring these words of the (Kuru) king, 
the valiant monarch (Cal 3 ^a), 0 king, said these words unto 
Duryodhana in reply — 0 mighty-armed Duryodhana, listen 
to me, O foremost of eloquent men ! Thou regardest the two 
Krishnas, when on their car, to be the foremost of car-war- 
riors I They are not, however, together equal to me in might 
of arms 1“ What need I say of the Pandavas ? When angry, 
I can fight, at the van of battle, with the whole world consist- 
ing of gods, Asiiras, and men, risen up in ams !* I will van- 
quish the assembled Parfchas and the Somakas in battle ! 
Without doubt, I will become the leader of thy troops I* I 
will form such an array that onr enemies will not be able to 
overmaster it ! I say this to thee, 0 Duryodhana ! There 
is no doubt in this !*— Thus addressed (by Calya), king Duryo- 
dhana chcerfiiUy poured sanctified water, without losing any 
time, 0 best of the Bharatas, on the ruler of the Madras, in 
the midst of his troops, according to the rites ordained in the 
scriptures, 0 monarch.*® After Calya had been invested with 
the command, loud leonine roars arose among thy troops and 
diverse musical instruments also, 0 Bharata, were beat and 
blown.’f The Kaurava warriors became very cheerful, as 
also the mighty car-warriors among the Madrakas. And all of 
them praised the royal Calya, that ornament of battle, say- 
— Victory to thee, 0 king ! Long life to thee ! Slay all 
the assembled foes ! Having obtained the might of thy arms, 
let the Dharbarashtras endued with great strength, rule the 
wide Earth without a foe It® Thou art capable of vanquishing 
in battle the three worlds consisting of the gods, the Aauraa, 


* 1. c, formally invested him with the command of the army. The 
ceremony con|i8ted in pouring sanctified water on the head of tlie person 
chosen.— T. . 

f Thf Bombay edition reads, wrongly, I think, Kluhtarupas for 
J Literally, ‘with all their foes slain I’— T. 
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'tkoftt^need be said of the Somakas and the Srinjayas, that are 
mxytal Thus praised, the mighty king of the Madrakas ob- 
tained great joy that is unattainable by persons of unrefined 
SQuls,“ : * . 

^^‘Calya said,— Today, 0 king, I will cither slay all the 
Pfinchalas with the Pandavas in battle, or, slain by them, 
proceed to heaven !*• Let the world behold me today careering 
(on the field of battle) fearlessly i Today let all the sons of 
Pandu, and Vasudeva, and Satyaki/* and the sons of Drau- 
padi, and Dhrishtadyumna, and Cikhandin, and all the Pra- 
bhadrakas,** behold my prowess and the groat might of ray 
bow, ^nd my quickness, and the energy of my weapons, and the 
strength of my arms, in battle 1“ Let the Parthas, and all the 
Siddhcts, with the Chdranm, behold today the strength that is 
in my arms and the wealth of weapons I possess Beholding 
my prowess today, let the mighty car- warriors of the Pandavas, 
desirous of counteracting it, adopt diverse courses of action 
Today I will rout the troop§ of the Pandavas on all sides ! Sur- 
passing Drona and Bhima and the Suta's son, 0 lord, in battle. 

I will career on the field, O Kaiirava, for doing what is agro- 
able to thee !*• — ' 

‘‘Sanjaya continued, — 'After Galya had been invested with 
the command, O giver of honors, no one among thy troops, 
O bull of Bharata s race, any longer felt any grief on account 
of Kama.*® Indeed, the troops became cheerful and glad. 
They regarded the Parthas as already slain and brought under 
the power of the ruler of the Madras.*® Having obtained 
great joy, thy troops, 0 bull of Bharata*s race, slept that 
night happily and became very cheerful.** Hearing thoso 
shouts of thy army, king Yudhishthira, addressing him of 
Vrishni’s race, s4d these words, in hearing of all the 
Kshatriyas :f^r-Tb!9 ruler of the Madras, vi:;., Galya, tbat great 
bowman wh^'^^^ by all the ^rriora, hath, 

6 leader of bis forces by Dhritarash- 

tra^ssoni*^ Aids that has happened, do, 0 Madhava, 

t^at^hiob Thwart our leader and ^otector! 

Bo that w^ch ahbuld next'^be done Then Vasudeva, 0. 
monarch, said Untu that king I know irtayam, 0’ Bbarata, 
4 
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tr aly [** £!ndued with prowess and great energy, he is faighlji; 
illustrious ! He is accompUshed, conversant with all the 
cC warfare, and ^oisesetd of hand !'* I 

think that.the ruler of the Madi^ is in: baj^le equal to Bhishnsa 
or Dr(ma or Karha^ or, perbaps^ euperior them.*^ I do not, O 
ruler of mien, even upon reflection, find the wanrior who 
be a tnsirteh for Galya while engaged in fight !** In battle, he is 
superior in might to Cikhandin and Arjuna and Bhima and 
S&tyaki and Dhrishtadyumna, O Bharata 1" The king of the 
Madras, O monarch, endued with the prowess of a lion or an 
elephant, will career fearlessly in battle, like the Destroyer 
himself in wrath amongst creatures at the time of the uni-' 
versal destruction."’ 1 do not behold a match for him in battle 
save thee, 0 tiger among ' men, that art possessed of prowess 
equal to that of a tiger !*’ Save thee there is no other person 
in either heaven or the whole . of this world, who, O son of 
Kuril’s race, would be -ablo to slay the ruler of the Madras 
while excited with wrath in battle !*' Day after day engaged 
in fight, he agitates thy troops. For this, slay Calya in battle, 
like Maghavat slaying Camvara." Treated with honor by 
Dhritarashtra’s son, that hero is invincible in battle 1 Upon 
the fall of the ruler of the Madras in battle, thou art certain 
to have victory I Upon his slaughter, the vast Dhfirtarashtra 
host will be slain !" Hearing, 0 monarch, these words of mine 
BOW. proceed, 0 P.i.rtha, against that mighty car-warrior, viz., 
the rtller of the Madras !" Slay that warrior, O thou 'of mighty 
armznike Y&sava slaying the Adura Namucbi! There is Ua 


need plf showing any compassion here, thinking that this one is 
thy mZterliiftl uncle ! Keeping the duties of a Kshatiiya 
before thte, slay the ruler of the Madras'!" Haviitg cr<»kd 
the flithomlMs Cceans represented by Bhishtaa and*^^ Drona and 
Kacnitt^^. not sink^ 'with thy Mloweni, j$, the ptint of ft hftw’s 


the 'whmw^nf 

that stayer. -'of 
: ins tant in evening, iviMhipped 
te^ftS.^? Aft* ! Ke^axm hftdi gone, king ’ YbdiSsh- 
isi ftll his hrothtn ahd the 
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liai^ly slept th$bt mgh^ like an elephant fronv^whos^, body th<r 
hate been plucked oat.** All those great bowsaen, viz./ 
the FunohSlaa and the F&ndayee^ del^hted in consequenco of 
the fall hf Kknas alept that night happily.^^ Its feyer dispelled^ 
the army of the abounding with gteal^ bowmen and 

mighty oar-warriors, having reached the shore as it were, be> 
came Very happy that night,' in consequence of the victory, O 
{rire, it bad won by the slaughter of Kama !’ ”*.* 


Section VIII. 

“Sanjaya said, —'After that night had passed away, king 
Datyodhana then, addressing all thy soldiers, ^d,— Arm, ye 
mighty car-wsHriors ‘‘—Hearing the command of the king, the 
warriors began to pqt on their armour. Some began to yoke 
their steeds to their cars quickly, others ran hither and thither.* 
The elephants began to bo equipt. The foot-soldiers began te 
atm. Others, numbering thousands, began to spread c^pets 
on tho terraces of cars.* The noise of musical bstruments, .0 
monarch, jHPOse there, for enhancing the martial enthusiasm of 
the soldiers.^ Then all the troops, placed in their proper posts, 
were seen, 6 Bharata, to stand, clad in mail and resolved to 
- make death their goal.* . Having made the ruler of the Madras 
their leader, the great car-warriors of the Kauzavas, distribu- 
ting their troops, stood in divisions.* Then all thy .warriors, 
with Kripa and Kritavarman and Drona’s son and Calya and 
Suyala’s son and the other tings that were yet aUve, met thy 
soft, and anived at this understanding, viz,, that none ftf them 
wqi# individually and alone fight with the Kndavas.^ And 
.■ na that, mil fight alone and ijAsup- 

wfarted ^ tW Pdudavw- <>' . abandon a ^mrftdp 

L^ed iq; bq stqifted M tbq five, grave sins 

‘ Jiaviftg 

4lm«ulc^of,^^i^^.¥.♦bei1ft^ 

t# ' Sftimiyy, illthe Pandavas, baying arr^y- 
■ ■ '■ ■' - Kaumyas,^ 
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0 king, for fighting with them on every aide." " Soon, 0 iehief 
of the Bbaratas, that host, whose noise resembled that 
j^itated ocean, and which seemed to h® wonderful in conse*' 
quence of its cars and elephants, presented the aspect of the 
vasty deep aw^ling with ila surges f** 

“Dhritarashtra said,— ‘I have heard of the fall of Dronat; 
of Bhishma, and of the son of Radha ! Tell me now of the fall 
of Calya and of my son !*’ How, indeed, 0 Sanjaya, was Calya 
slain by king Yudhishthira the just? And how was my son 
Duryodhana slain by Bhimasena of great might ?’** 

“Sanjaya said,— ‘Hear, 0 king, with patience, of the des- 
truction of human bodies and the loss of elephants and steeds, 
as I describe (to thee) the battle !*» The hope became strong, 0 
king, in the breasts of thy sons that, after Drona and Bhishma 
*and the Suta’s son had been overthrown, Calya, 0 sire, would 
slay all the Parthas in battle !“ Cherishing that hope in hie 
heart, and drawing comfort from it, 0 Bharata, thy son Duryo- 
dhana, relying in battle upon that mighty car- warrior, viz., the 
ruler of the Madras, regarded himself as possessed o6 a pro- 
tector."* When after Kama’s fall the Parthas had uttered 
leonine roars, p great fear, 0 king, had possessed the hearts of 
the Dhartarashtras." Assuring him duly, the valiant king of 
the Madras, having formed, 0 monarch, a grand array whose 
arraiigments were auspicious in every respect," proceeded 
against the Parthas in battle. And the valiant king of the 
Madras proceeded, shaking his beautiful and exceedingly strong > 
bow capable of imparting a great velocity to the shafts sped 
from it.** And that mighty car-warrior was mounted upon, 
a foremost of vehicles having horses of the Sindbu breed yoked 
unto it Riding npon his car^ his driver made the vehicle ;bok 
resplepdent.** Protected by that car, that h|M:o, that bi|jVO 

crusher - Calya), stpod, O .mp^itch, aispelling.^he 

fears In the p^V||i< 5 a: (ta^.^ttle), the kinj[ of 

the Mj9|di^,„,el,aci^ .mail, pi^oceeded at the the , 

acimm^ii^; !^ tip brave Madfakas, and the invincible s^ns , of 
Karnii.*^ 1 -left • was kritavarman, surrounded by the. 




On the right was Gautama (Kripa) with the Cahas 
and the Tavanas;*^ In the rear was A^watthSman Burrounded 
bj| the Kamvojas; In the centre was Duryodhana, protected 
by the foremost of Kuru warriors/* Surrounded by a large 
force of cavalry and other troops, Suvala’s son, Cakuni, as also 
the mighty Car-warrior Uluka, proceeded with the others/* 
The mighty bowmen amongst the Panda vas, those chastisers 
of foes, dividing themselves, 0 monarch, into three bodies, 
rushed against thy troops.” Dhrishtadyumna and Cikhandin 
and the mighty car-warrior Satyaki proceeded with great speed 
against the army of Galya/* Then king Yudhishthira, accom- 
panied by his troops, rushed against Galya alone, from desire 
of slaughtering him, O bull of Bharata^s race !** Arjuna, that 
slayer of large bands of foes, rushed with great speed against 
that great bowman, viz., Kritavarman, and the Samsaptakaa}^ 
Bhimasena and the great car-warriors among the Somakas rush- 
ed, 0 monarch, against Kripa, desirous of slaughtering their foes 
in battle/* The two sons of Madri, accompanied by their 
troops, proceeded against Cakuni and the great car-warrior 
Uluka at the head of their forces.®* Similarly, thousands upon 
thousands of warriors, of thy army, armed with diverse wea- 
pons and filled with rage, proceeded against the Pandavas in 
that battle.’** 

“Dhritarashtra said,— ^ After the fall of the mighty bow- 
men Bhishma and Drona and the great car- warrior Kama, and 
after both the Kurus and the Pandavas had been reduced in 
numbers, and when, indeed, the Parbhas, possessed of great 
prowess, became once more angry in battle, what, 0 Sanjaya, 
w^ the strength of each of the armies ?***“*• 

“Sanjaya safid,— ‘Hear, 0 king, how we and the enemy both 
sto6d for battle s on that occasion, ar^ what was then tha 
strength of . armies !** Eleven ^thousand caWi t) tuB 
of Bhai^^Wrai!^;l^^th6usand and 86 hundred el^ha^^ 
andfuill twi) thousand horse, and three mi|lidns of 

fok composed thy army !*• Six 

six thousand ' eiepbants ten thousand horse, and one 
miHion ef were all that composed the rem- 

nant of the Pandata force in that battle, XheBOi 0 bull of 
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Bhmta’s race, encountered ‘ eacb other for batUe,*” Hating 
distributed their forces in tfeis vay, 0 monarch, ourselyei^ 
excited mth iri^th lin^ desire of victoryi- pro- 

ceeded' si^aitiltt the Pahdavas, having placed ourselves undeif 
the cbminand of the ruler of the Madraa**- Similarly, the 
brave Pandavas, those tigers among men, demrOus of victory, 
and -the Panoh&tas possessed of great htme, came to battle.^* 
Even thus,' 0 monarch, all those tigers among' men, desirous 
of slaughtering their foes, encountered one another at dawn 
of day, O lord !^* Then commenced a fierce and terrible battle 
between thy troops and the enemy, the combatants being all 
engaged in striking and slaughtering one another.’ 


Section IX. 


‘‘Sanjaya said, — ‘Then commenced the battle between the 
Kurus and the Srinjayas, 0 monarch, that was as fierce and 
awful as the battle between the gods and the Asuraa.* Men, 
and Crowds of cars and elephants, and elephant- warriors and 
horsemen by thousands, and steeds, all possessed of great prow- 
ess, encountered one anothfr.* The loud noise of riishing 
elephants of fearful forms was then hoard there, resembling the 
roars of the clouds in the welkin, in the season of rains.* Scimc 
car-warriors, struck by elephants, were deprived of their cars. 
Bouted ' by those infuriate animals, other br^ve combatants 
rUn on the field.* Well-trained car-warriors, 0 Bbarata, with 


theit shafts, despatched large bodies of cavalry and- the- foot- 
men that urged end protected the elephants, to the other'world.* 
Well-'l^ihed horsemen, 0 king, sano"ttnding great’ car-wanfibrs, 
oareeted on thufield, striking and slaying the latteF With speafs 
ianddM^ and' swords.* Some combatants' *^med‘ with bow^ 
enepnl^ipg great oarrwarriors, desph^ed them to Yamab 
abc^^a ijumyiiunitedly battl^ against ^individual ones:* 
.Ot|||(Me»t^^!»«raitiors, cm and foremost 

B^%ai^(jhtt8,SaIew Sodtu^sinighty on® amongst 
“ eweerm^^ ail arwad*** Mwr 











krljS hQ encompassing individual car-ivar- 

i|orf ifxcited with wrath and scattering showers of shafts 
4esplkbed them to the other world.* Elephant-warrior rushing 
against elephant- warrior, and car- warrior against car-Warripr, in 
that battle, slew each other with darts and lances and oloth-yard 
shafts, 0 Bharata Cars and elephants and horse, crushing 
foot-spldiers in the midst of battle, were seen to make confusion 
worse confounded.” Adorned with yak-tails, steeds rushed on 
all sides, looking like the swans found on the plains at the 
foot of Himavat. They rushed with such speed that they 
seemed ready to devour the very Earth.” The field, 0 monarch; 
indented with the hoofs of those steeds, looked beautiful like a 
beautiful woman bearing the marks of (her lover’s) nails on her 
person.” With the noise made by the tread of heroes, the 
wheels of cars, the shouts of foot-soldiers, the grunts of ele* 
phants,” the peal of drums and other musical instruments; 
and the blare of conchs, the Earth began to resound as if with 
deafening peals of thunder.” In consequence of twanging bows 
and flashing sabres and the glaring armour of the combatants, 
all became so confused there that nothing could be distinctly 
marked,” Innumerable arms, lopped off from human bodies, 
and looking like the tusks of elephants, jumped up and writhed 
and moved furiously about.” The sound made, 0 monarch, by 
heads falling on the field of battle, resembled that made by the 
falling fruits of palmyra trees,” Strewn with those fallen heads 
that were crimson with blood, the Earth looked resplendent as 
if adorned with gold-colored lotuses in their season.” Indeed, 
with those lifeless heads with upturned eyes, that were ex- 
ceedingly mai^led (with shafts and other weapons), the field of 
battle, 0 king,; looked resplendent as if strewn with full-blown 
lotuses.** With the arms of tl^ combatants, smeared 
mth sandal itnd periled with costly Keyv/ras, the Earth looked 
bright as ifislt^wi ^ set up ia Indra’a 

hofior.** became covered with the / thighs 

:of kings, out battle and like the ta]^ring 

iiunks Of Teeming with ^ b Jneadlesi 

skunks aodJi^^BlvnLlrttbhmbr^^^^^^ 

looked besh^^ Tbeoi oothe field of 
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battle. 0 monarch, warriors careered feule'ssly, their 
bathed in blood and, therefore, looking like flowering 
leas.** Elephants abo, afflicted with arrows and lance^ Ihfl 
down here and there like broken clouds dropped frona the skies/* 
Elephant-divbions, 0 monarch, slaughtered' by highsouled vratr 
riors, dbpersed in all directions like wind-tossed clouds." lliose 
elephants, looking like clouds, fell down on the Earth, like 
mountains riven with thunder, 0 lord, on the occasion of the 
dissolution of the world at the end of the Yuga,” Heaps upon 
heaps, looking like mountains, were seen, lying on the ground, of 
fallen steeds with their riders." A river appeared on the field 
of battle, flowing towards the other world. Blood formed its 
waters, and cars its eddies. Standards formed its tre^, and 
bones its pebbles." The arms (of combatants) weref 1th alli- 
gators, bows its current, elephants its large rocks, and steeds 
its smaller ones. Fat and marrow formed its mire, umbrellas 
its swans, and ipa<>^'’ lafoo.” Abounding with armour and 
head-^“‘^' banners constituted its be»,jtjfyi trees. Teeming 
. wheels that formed its swarms of C'/uxfcraua&tw, it was 
covered with Trivenua and Dandas*^ Inspiring the brave 
with delight and enhancing the fears of the timid, that fierce 
river set in, whose shores abounded with Kurus and Srin- 
jayas." Those brave warriors, with arms resembling spiked 
bludgeons, by the aid of their vehicles and animals serving 
the, purposes of rafts and boats, crossed that awful river which 
ran towards the region of the dead.** During the progress of 
that battle, 0 monarch, in which no consideration was showed 
by any body for any one, and which, fraught with awful des- 
truction of the four kinds of forces, ‘therefore, resembled the 
battle between the gods and the Amrm in days of old," 
aomd anftong the combatants, 0 scorcher of foes, loudly called 
upon tfaeix kinsmen and friends. Some, called upon by erj^ing 
dciiMtmen, xetumed, afflicted with fear." Curing the projgrtsa ' 
of that fi^ca and awful battle, Arjuna and Bhimasena ^tt^i- 
fied That vast host of thine, 0 ruler oif mbbi 

^iijy^fdau^tei^ ewooni^ away on the field, like ' i wo^^ 
tthfll^^lttiteenee td Having atupified that js^y, 

blew their cohehs ^ utli^d 
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leonine roars.** As soon as they hoard tliat loud peal, Dhrish^ 
ladyumna and Cikhandin, {placing king Yudhishthira at their 
head, rushed against the ruler of the Madras.®* Exceedingly 
wonderful and terrible, O monarch, was the manner in which 
those heroes, unitedly and in separate bodies, then fought with 
Oilya.'*® The two sous of Madri, endued with great activity, 
accomplished in weapons, and invincible in battle, proceeded 
with great speed against thy host, inspired with desire of 
victf)ry.*‘ Then thy army, O bull of Rharata's race, mangled 
in diverse ways with shafts by the Pandavas eager for victory, 
began to fty away from the held.'** That host, thus struck and 
bri)kon by firm bowmen, O monarch, fled away on all sides in 
the very sight of thy sons."*^ Loud cries of Ok an<l Alas^ 
O Bharata, arose from among thy warriors, wdillo some illus- 
trious Ivshatriyas among the routed comhataiits, desirous of 
victory, cried out, saying, — «/.()/>, .s/op — For all that, thos« 
troops of thine, broken by the Pfindavas, fled away, deserting 
on the Hold their dear sons and brothers ami maternal uncles 
and sisters’ sons and relatives by marriage and other kinsmen.'** 
Urging their steeds and elephants to greater speed, thousand s 
of warriors fled away, O bull of Bharata s race, bent only upon 
their own satety !’ 


Section X. 

*'Sanjaya said.— Beholding the army broken, the valiant 
king of the Madras addressed his driver, saying, — Quickly urge 
these steeds endued with the flcotness of thought !‘ Yonder 
stays king Yudhishthira the son of Paudu. looking resplendent 
with the umbrolla held over his head.* Take mo thither with 
speed. 0 driver, and witness my might ! The Parthas are un- 
able to stand before me in battle !®-Thus addressed, the driver 
of the Madra king proceeded to that spot where stood king 
Yudhishthira the just of true aim.* Galya fell suddenly upon 
the mighty host of the Pandavas, Alone, he {checked it like 
the continent checking the surging sea.* Indeed, the large 
force of the Pandavas, coining against Galya, 0 sire, stood 
5 
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atrill ill that ba^ttle, like the rushing sea upon encountering 1i 
mountain.® Beholding the ruler of the Madras standing for 
battle on the field, the Kauravas returned, making death their 
goal’ After they had returned, 0 king, and separately taken 
up their positions in well-formed array, an awful battle set in, 
in which blood flowed freely like water. 

“ ‘The invincible Nakula encountered Chitrasena,* These 
two heroes, both of whom were excellent bowmen^ approach- 
ing, drenched each other with showers of arrows in that battle, 
like two pouriiig clouds risen in the welkin on the south and 
the north. I could not mark any difference between the son of 
Pandu and his antagonist.®**® Both of them were accomplished 
in weapons, both endued with might, and both conversant with 
the practices of car- warriors. Each bent upon slaying the 
other, they carefully looked for each other’s laches.^'- Then 
Chiferasena, 0 monarch, with a broad-beaded shaft, well-tem- 
pered and sharp, cut off Nukula’s bow at the handle.** Fear- 
lessly then the son of Kama struck the bowless Nakula at the 
forehead with three shafts cquipt with wings of gold and 
whclito<l on stone.*® With a few other keen arrows he then 
despatched Naknla’s .steeds to Yama’s abode. Next, he felled 
both the standard and the driver of his antagonist, each with 
ihree arrows.** With those three arrows sped from the arms of 
his foo sticking to his forthead, Nakula, 0 king, looked beauti- 
ful like a mountain with throe crests.*® Deprived of his bow 
and his the brave Nakula, taking up a sword, jumped down 
from his voliicle like a lion from a mountiiin summit.*® As, 
however, he rushcil on foot, his antagonist poured a shower of 
arrows upon him. Possessed of active prowess, Nakula received 
that arrowy shower on his shield.*’^ Getting at the car then of 
Chitrasena, the mighty armed hero, viz., the son of Panda, 
c >nversant with all inodes of warfare and incapable of being 
tired with exertion, asoondc<l it in the very sight of all the 
troops.*® The son of Pilndu then cut off from Chitrasena’s 
tTriink his (Uadem-docked head adorned with ear-rings, and 
graced with a beautiful nose and a pair of large eyes. At this, 
Chitrasena, , endued with the splendour of the Sun, fell down on 
ike torraco of his car.** Beholding Chitrasena slain, all the 
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great car-warriors there uttered loud eries of praise ai^d many 
leonine roars.*® Meanwhile the two sons of Kama, viz., Snshcria 
and Satyasena, both of whom were groat car-warriors, behold- 
ing their brother slain, shot showers of keen shafts.** Those 
foremost of car-warriors rushed with speed against the son of 
Pandu like a couple of tigers, O king, in the deep forest rushing 
against an elephant from desire of slaying him.** B jth of them 
poured their keen shafts upon the mighty car-warrior NakuUi. 
Indeed, as they poured those shafts, they resembled two masses 
of clouds pouring rain in torrents.®* Though pierced with arrows 
all over, the valiant and heroic son of Pandu cheerfully took 
up another bow after ascending another car, and stood in battle 
like the Destroyer himself in rage.®* Then those two brothers,^ 
O monarch, with their straight shafts, cut o:!' Nakulas car 
into fragments.** Then Nakula, laughing, smote the four 
steeds of Satyasena with four whetted and keen shafts in that 
encounter.** Aiming a long shaft cquipt with wings of gold, 
the son of Pandu then cut off, O monarch, the bow of Satya- 
sena.®^ At this the latter, mounting on another car and taking 
up another bow, as also his brother Sushena, rushed against the 
son of Pandu.*® The valiant son of Madri fearlessly pierced 
each of thcoi, 0 monarch, with a couple of shafts at the van 
of battle.** Then the mighty car-warrior Sushena, filled with 
v/rath, cut off in that battle, laughing the while, the formi- 
dable bow of Pandu’s son with a razor-headed arrow.^® Then 
Nakula, insensate with rage, took up another bow and pierced 
Sushena with five ar^o^Ys and struck his standard with one.®* 
Without losing a moment, he then cut off the bow and the 
leathern fence of Satyasena also, 0 sire, at which all the troops 
there uttered a loud shout.®* Satyasena, taking up another 
foe-slaying bow that was capable of bearing a great strain, 
shrouded the son of Pandu with arrows from every side.®* 
Baffling these arrows, Nakula, that slayer of hostile heroes, 
pierced each of his antagonists with a couple of shafts.** Each 
of the latter separately pierced the son of Pandu in return with 
many /straight- coursing shafts. Next they pierced NakuWs 
driver also with many keen shafts.*® The valiant Satyasena 
then, endued with great lightness of hand, cut off without 
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his brothers help, the shafts of Nakiila's car and his bow with 
a couple of arrows.®* The Atiratha Nakula, however, staying 
on his car, took up a dart cquipt with a golden handle and a 
very keen point, and steeped in oil and exceedingly bright.” 
It resembled, 0 lord, a she-snake of virulent poison, frequent** 
ly darting out her tongue. Raising that weapon he hurled it 
at Satyasena in that encounter.** That dart, 0 king, pierced 
the heart of Satyasena in that battle and reduced it into 
a hundred fragments. Deprived of his senses and life, ho 
fell down upon the Earth from his car,®* Beholding his 
brotlicr slain, Sushena, insensate with rage, suddenly made 
Nakula earless in that battle. Without losing a moment, he 
poured his arrows over the son of Pandu fighting on foot.*® 
(Seeing Nakula earless, tlic mighty car- warrior Sutasoma, the 
Son of Draupadi, rushed to that spot for rescuing his sire in 
biittle.*^^' Mounting then upon the car of Sutasoma, Nakula, 
that hero of Bliarata’s race, looked beautiful like a lion upon 
a mountain. Then taking up another bow, he fought with 
Sushona.** Those two groat car-warriors, approaching each 
other, and sliooting showcTsS of arrows, endeavourod to compass 
each other's destruction.*® Then Sushena, filled with rage, 
struck ilic son of Pandu with three shafts and Sutasoma with 
twenty in the arms and the chest.** At this the impetuous 
Nakula, O monarch, tliat .slayer of hostile heroes, covered all 
the points of the compass with arrows.** Then taking up a 
sharp shaft endued with great energy and eejuipt with a semi- 
circular head, Nakula sped it with great force at Kama's son 
in that battle.*® With that arrow, 0 best of kings, the son of 
Pandu cut uiT from Sushona’s trunk the latter's head in the 
very sight of all the truop.s. That feat scorned exceedingly 
wonderful.*^ Thus slain by the illustrious Nakula, Kama's 
son fell down liko a lofty tree on the bank of a river 
thrown down by the current of the stream.** Beholding the 
slaughter of ^Kama's sons and the prowess of Nakula, thy 
army, O bull of Bharata s race, fled away in fear.*® Their 
commander, however, viz., the brave and valiant ruler of the 
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Madras, that chaatisor of foes, then protected, 0 monarch, those 
troops in that battle.*® Rallying his host, 0 king, Calya stood 
fearlessly in battle, uttering loud leonine roars and causing his 
bow to twang fiercely.** Then thy troops, 0 king, protected 
in battle by that firm bowman, cheerfully proceeded against 
the foe once more from every side.** Those high-souled war- 
riors, surrounding that great bowman, viz., the ruler of the 
Madras, stood, 0 king, desirous of battling on every side.** 
Then Satyaki, and Bhimasena, and those two Pandavas, viz., 
the twin sons of Madri, placing that chastiser of foes and abode 
of modesty, viz., Yudhislithira, at their head,** and surround- 
ing him on all sides in that battle, uttered leonine roars. And 
those heroes also caused a loud whizz with the arrows they 
shot «and frequently indulged in diverse kinds of shouts,** 
Smilingly, all thy warriors, filled with rage, speedily encompass- 
ed the ruler of the Madras and stood from desire of battle.** 
Then commenced a battle, inspiring the timid with fear, be- 
tween thy soldiers and tlio enemy, both of whom made death 
their goal*^ That battle between fearless combatants, enhan- 
cing the population of Yama’s kingdom, resembled, 0 monarch, 
that between the gods and the Asti/ras in days of )’ore.** 
Then the ape^bannered son of Pandu, 0 king, having slaugh- 
tered the SamsapUiJcas in battle, rushnvl against that portion 
of the Kaurava ariny.®^ Smiling, all the Pandavas, headed 
by Dhrishtadyumna, rushed against the same division, shoot- 
ing showers of keen arrows.^® Overwhelmed by the Pandavas, 
the Kaurava host became stupifiod. Indeed, those divisions 
then could not discern the cardinal from the subsidiary points 
of the compass.** Covered with keen arrows sped by the 
Pandavas, the Kaurava army, deprived of its foremost war- 
riors, wavered and broke on all sides. Indeed, 0 Kauravya, 
that host of thine began to be slaughtered by the mighty 
car- warriors of the Pandavas,** Similarly, the Pandava host, 
0 king, began to be slaughtered in hundreds and thousands in 
that battle by thy sons on every side with their arrows.** 
While the two armies, exceedingly excited, were thus slaugh- 
tering each other, they became much agitated like two streams 
in the season of rains.** During the progress of, that dreadful 
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batfcle, 0 monarch, a great fear entered the hearts of thy war- 
riors as also those of the Pandavas.* 


Section XL 

" Sinjaya said,— When the troops, slaughtered by one 
another, were thus agitated, when many of the warriors fled 
away and the elephants began to utter loud cries,* when the 
foot-soldiers in that dreadful battle began to shout and wail 
aloud, when the steeds, 0 king, ran in diverse directions,* 
when the carnage became awful, when a terrible destruction set 
in of all embodied creatures, when weapons of various kinds fell 
or clashed with one another, when cars and elephants began 
to be mingled together,® — on that occasion when heroes felt 
grejit delight and cowards felt their fears enhanced, — when com- 
batants encountered one another from desire of slaughter,* — on 
that awful occasion of the destruction of life, — during the pro- 
gress of that dreadful sport, that is, of that awful battle that 
enhanced the population of Yama’s kingdom,® — the Pandavas 
slaughtered thy troops with keen shafts, and, after the same 
manner, thy troops slew those of the Pandavas.® During the 
that battle inspiring the timid with terror, — indeed, during the 
progress of the battle as it was fought on that morning about 
the hour of sunrise,"^ — the Pandava heroes of good aim, protected 
by the high-souled Yudhishthira, fought with thy forces, mak- 
ing death itself their goal.® The Kuru army, 0 thou of the race 
of Kuru, encountering the proud Pandavas endued with great 
strength, skilled in smiting, and possessed of sureness of aim, 
became weakened and agitated like a herd of she-deer frighten- 
ed at a forest-conflagration.® Beholding that army weakened 
and helpless like a cow sunk in a mire, Calya, desirous of 
rescuing it, proceeded against the Pandava army.*® Filled with 
rage, the ruler of the Madras, taking up an excellent bow, rush- 
ed for battle against the Pandava foes.** The Pandavas also, 
0 monarch, in thjft encounter, inspired with desire of victory, 
proceeded against the ruler of the Madras and pierced him with 
keen shafts.** " Then the ruler of the Madras, possessed of great 
strength, afflicted that hei^t with showers of keen arrows in 
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the very sight of king Yudhishthira the just.** At that time 
diverse portents appeared to the view. The Earth herself, with 
her mountains, trembled, making a loud noise.** Meteors, 
with keen points bright as those of lances equipt with handles, 
piercing the air, fell upon the Earth from the firmament.** 
Deer and buffaloes and birds, O monarch, in large numbers, 
placed thy army to their right, 0 king!**^ The planets 
Venus and Mars, in conjunction with Mercury, appeared 
at the rear of the Pandavas and to the front of all tho 
(Kaurava) lords of Earth,*^ Blazing flames seemed to issue 
from the points of weapons, dazzling the eyes (of the warriors), 
Crows and owls in large numbers perched upon the heads of 
the combatants and on the tops of their standards.** Then 
a fierce battle took place between the Kaurava and the 
Panda va combatants assembled together in large bodies.** 
Then, 0 king, the Kauravas, mustering all their divisions, 
rushed against the Pandava army.*® Of soul incapable of 
being depressed, Calya then poured dense showers of arrows 
on Yudhishthira the son of Kunti like the thousand-eyed Indra 
pouring rain in torrents.** Possessed of great strength, he 
pierced Bhimasena, and the five sons of Draupadi, and the two'^ 
sons of Madri by Pandu, and Dhrishtadyiimna, and the grand- 
son of Cini, and Cikhandin also, each with ten arrows equipt 
with wings of gold and whetted on stone.**"** Indeed, he 
began to pour his arrows like Maghavat pouring rain at the 
close of the summer season.*^ Then the Prabhadrakas, 0 king, 
and the Soraakas, were seen felled or falling by thousands, in 
consequence of Calya s arrows.** Multitudinous as swarms of 
bees or flights of locusts, the shafts of Calya were seen to fall 
like thunder-bolts from the clouds.** Elephants and steeds and 
foot-soldiers and car-warriors, afflicted with Calya’s arrows, fell 
down or wandered or uttered loud wails Infuriate with rage 
and prowess, the ruler of the Madras s irouded his foes in that 
battle, like the Destroyer at the end of tho Yugcuf The mighty 

* L € ^ these animals were seen to pass along the left of the Kuru 
army, portending a great slaughter and defeat. — T. 
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ruler of tho Madras began to roar aloud like the clouds.” The 
Paiidava army, thus slaughtered by Galya, ran towards 
Yudhishthira the son of Kunti (for protection).” Possessed of 
great lightness of hand, Galya, having in that battle crushed 
them with whetted arrows, began to afflict Yudhishthira with 
a dense shower of shafts.” Beholding Galya impetuously 
rushing towards him with horse and foot, king Yudhishthira, 
filled with wrath, checked him with keen shafts, even as an 
infuriate elephant is checked with iron-hooks.** Then Galya 
sped a terrible arrow at Yudhishthira that resembled a snake 
of virulent poison. Piercing through the high-soulcd son of 
Kunti, that arrow quickly fell doAvn upon the Earth.” Then 
Vrikodara, filled with wrath, pierced Galya with seven arrows, 
and Sahadeva pierced him with five, and Nakula with ten.” 
Tho (five) sons of Draupadi poured upon that foe-slaying 
hero, viz., the impetuous Artayani, showers of arrows like a 
mass o£ clouds pouring rain upon a mountain.” Beholding 
Galya struck by the Parthas on every side, both Kritavarman 
and Kripa rushed in wrath towards that spot,” Uliika also of 
mighty energy, and Gakuni the son of Suvala, and the mighty 
car-warrior A^watthaman with smiles on his lips, and all thy 
sons, protected Galya by every means in that battle.” Pierc- 
ing Bhimasena with three arrows, Kritavarman, shooting a 
dense shower of shafts, checked that warrior who then seemed 
to be the embodiment of wrath.®’ Excited with rage, Kripa 
struck Dhrishtadyumna with many arrows. Gakuni proceeded 
against the sons Draupadi, and A^watthaman against the 
twins.*® That foremost of warriors, viz., Duryodhana, possessed 
of fierce energy, proceeded, in that battle, against Ke^ava and 
Arjuna, and endued with might, he struck them both with many 
arrows.®* Thus hundreds of combats, 0 monarch, that were 
fierce and beautiful, took place between thine and the enemy, on 
diverse parts of tho field.^® The chief of the Bhojas then slew 
the brown steeds of Bhimasena's car in that encounter. The 
steedless son^of Pandu, alighting from his car, began to fight 
with his maoe, like the Destroyer himself with his uplifted blud- 
geon,” The ruler of the Madras then slew the steeds of Sahadeva 
before his eyes, Then Sahadeva slew Galya’s son with his sword,^* 
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The preceptor Gautama^once more fearlessly fovight with 
Dhrishtadyumna, both exerting themselves with great care/* 
The preceptor’s son A^watfchaman, without much wrath and as 
if smiling in that battle, pierced each of the five heroic sons of 
Draupadi with ten arrows** Once more the steeds of Bhima- 
sena were slain in that battle. The steedless son of P3.ndu, 
quickly alighting from , his car,** took up his mace like the 
Destroyer his bludgeon. Excited with wrath, that mighty hero 
crushed the steeds and the car of Kritavarman. Jumping down 
from his vehicle, Kritavarman then fled away.** Calya also, 
excited with rage, 0 king, slaughtered many Somakas and 
Pandavas, and once more afflicted Yudhishthira with many 
keen shafts.*^ Then the valiant Bhima, biting his nether lip, 
and infuriate with rage, took up his maco in that battle, and 
aimed it at Calya for the latter s destruction.** Resembling the 
very bludgeon of Yama, impending (upon the head of the foe) 
like the death-night, exceedingly destructive of the lives of 
elephants and steeds and human beings,** twined round with 
cloth of gold, looking like a blazing meteor, cquipt with a sling, 
fierce as a she-snakc, hard as thunder, and made wholly of 
iron,** smeared with sandal-paste and other unguents like a 
desirable lady, smutted with marrow and fat and blood, resembl- 
ing the very tongue of Yarna,®* producing shrill sounds in 
consequence of the bells attached to it, like unto the thunder of 
Indra, resembling in shape a snake of virulent poison just freed 
from its slough, drenched with tho juicy scretions of ele- 
phants,** inspiring hostile troops with terror and friendly troops 
with joy, celebrated in tho world of men, and capable of riving 
mountain summits,** that maco, with which the mighty son of 
Kunti had in Kailasa challenged the enraged Lord of Alaka, 
tho friend of Maho(}wara,*** — that weapon with which Bhima, 
though resisted by many, had in wraMi slain a largo number of 
proud Qvbhyakas endued with powers of illusion on the breasts 
of GatKlhamadana for the sake of procuring Mancldra flowers 
fur doing what was agreeable to Draupadi,** — uplifting tiiat 

♦ 7. e.; KUvera, Alaka being the capital or abode of the king of 
the or J T, - 
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mice which was rich with diamonds and jewels and gems and 
possessed of eight sides and celebrated as Indra’s thunder,— 
the mighty-armed son of Pandu now rushed against Calya.**' 
With that mace of awful sound, Bhima, skilled in battle, crushed 
the four steeds of Calya that were possessed of great fleet- 
ness.” Then the heroic Calya, excited with wrath in that 
battle, hurled a lance at the broad chest of Bhima and uttered a 
loud shout. That lance, piercing through the armour of Pandu*3 
son, penetrated into his body,** Vrikodara, however, fearlessly 
plucking out the weapon, pierced therewith the driver of Calya 
in the chest.*® His vifcals pierced, the driver, vomiting blood, 
fell down with agitated heart. At this the ruler of the Madras 
came down from his car aiyd cheerlessly gazed at Bhima.'® 
Beholding his own feat thus counteracted, Calya became filled 
with wonder. Of tranquil soul, the ruler of the Madras took 
up his mace and began to cast his glances upon his foe.” 
Beholding that terrible feat of his in battle, the Parthas, with 
cheerful hearts, worshipped Bhima who was incapable of being 
tired with exertion.’ ”” 


Section XII. 

*Sanjaya said, — ‘Seeing his driver fallen, Calya, 0 king, 
quickly took up his mace made wholly of iron and stood immov- 
able as a hill.* Bhima, however, armed with his mighty mace, 
rushed impetuously towards Calya who then looked like the 
blazing Yuga fire, or the Destroyer armed with the noose, or 
the Kailasa mountain with its formidable crest, or Vasava with ' 
his thunder, or Mahadeva with his trident, or an infuriate 
elephant in the forest.*"* At that time the blare of thousands ' 
of conchs and trumpets and loud leonine roars arose there, 
enhanmng the delight of heroes.* The combatants of both 
armies, looking at those two foremost of warriors from every 
side, applauded them both, saying, — Excellent, Excellent !* ' 
Save the ruler of the Madras, or Rama, that delighter of the 
Yadus, there is none else that can venture to endure the im- 
petUosity Bbima in battle !' Similarly, save Bhima, there 
is vrftrnor that caa venture, to endure the force of thft^ 
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mace of the illustrious king of the Madras in battle !’ — Those 
two combatants then, viz., Vrikodara and the ruler of the 
Madras, roaring like bulls, careered in circles, frequently jump- 
iiig up in the air.® In that encounter between those two lions 
among men, no diflforencc could be noticed between them either 
in respect of their careering in circles or of their wielding 
the mace.* The mace of Calya, wrapped round with a resplen»- 
dont cloth of gold that looked like a sheet of fire, inspired the 
spectators with dread.^® Similarly, the mace of the high-souled 
Bhiraa, as the latter careered in circles, looked like lightning in 
the midst of the clouds. Struck by the ruler of the Madras 
with his mace, the mace of Bhima, 0 king, produced sparks 
of fire in the welkin which thereupon seemed to be ablaze.^** 
Similarly, struck by Bhima with his maco, tho mace of Calya 
produced a shower of blazing coals which seemed exceedingly 
wonderful/* Like two gigantic elephants striking each other 
with their tusks, or two huge bulls striking each other with their 
horns, those two heroes began to striko each other with thein* 
foremost of maces, like a couple of combatants striking each 
other with iron-bound clubs.^^f Their limbs being struck with 
each others macc, they soon became bathed in blood and 
looked handsomer in con.sequence like two flowering Kingii- 
has,'* Struck by the ruler of the Madras on both his left anct 
right, the mighty-armed Bhiraasena stood immovable like a 
mountain.** Similarly, though struck repeatedly with the force 
of Bhima's mace, Calya, 0 king, moved not, like a mountain 
assailed by an elephant with his tusks.*^ The noise made by 
the blows of the maces of those two lions among men was heard 
on all sides like successive poals of thunder.'® Having ceased for 
a moment, those two warriors of great energy once more began,, 
with uplifted maces, to career in closer circles,'* Once more the 
clash took place between those two warriors of superhuman 
feats, each having advanced towards the other but eight steps, 
and each assailing the other with bis uplifted iron club/® Then, 

* Tlie Obrvect reading, as in the Bombay editiauj is 
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wishing to get afc each other, they orfoe more careered in circles. 
Both accomplished (in the use of the mace) they began to 
display their superiority of skill.** Uplifting their terrible wea- 
pons, they then again struck each other like mountains striking 
each other with their crests at the time of an earthquake.** 
Exceedingly crushed with each other's mace in consequence 
of each other's strength, both those heroes fell down at the 
same time like a couple of poles set up for Indra s worship.** 
The brave combatants then of both armies, at that sight, 
uttered cries of Oh and Alts. Struck with great force in their 
vital limbs, both of them had become exceedingly agitated.*^ 
Then the mighty Kripa, taking up Calya, that bull among 
the Madras, on his own car, quickly bore him away from the 
field of battle.®* Within, hoNvever, the twinkling of an eye, 
‘Bhimasena, rising up, and still reeling as if drunk, challenged^ 
with uplifted mace, the ruler of the Madras.®* Then the heroic 
warriors of thy army, armed with diverse weapons, fought 
with the Pilndavas, causing diverse musical instruments to be 
blown and beat.®’ With uplifted arms and weapons, and mak- 
ing a loud noise, 0 monarch, thy warriors headed by Duryo- 
dhana rushed against the Pandavas.®* Bchelding the Kaurava 
host, the sons of Pandu, with leonine roars, rushed against 
those warriors headed by Duryodhana.** Then thy son, 0 bull 
of Bharata's race, singling out Chekilana amongst those rush- 
ing heroes, pierced him deeply with a lance in the chest.*® Thus 
assailed by thy son, Chekitana fell down on the terrace of his^ 
car, covered with blood, and overcome with a deep swoon.** 
Beholding Chekitana slain, the great car-warriors among the 
Pandavas incessantly poured their arrowy showers (upon the 
Kauravas).*® Indeed, the Pandavas, inspired with desire of 
victory, 0 monarch, careered beautifully on all sides araonst 
thy divisions.** Kripa, and Kritavarman, and the mighty son 
of Suvala, placing the ruler of the Madras before them, fought 
with king Yudhishthira the just.*® Duryodhana, 0 monarch, 
fought wit^ Dhrishtadyumna, the slayer of Bharadwaja's son, 
th^b.he^o endued with abundant energy and , prowess.** . Three 
thousand cars, O king, despatched by thy son and headed 
by Droj^'s sop, battled with Tijaya (Arjuiia),** All those 
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combafcanlig, 0 king, had ftmly resolved to win irictory and' 
had cast oflF fear with life itself.^ Indeed, 0 king, thy warriors* 
penetrated into the midst of the Panda va army like swans into 
a large lake.*^ A fierce battle then took place between the 
Kurus and the Pandavas, the combatants being actuated with 
the desire of slaughtering one another and deriving great 
pleasure from giving and receiving blows,*® During the pro- 
gress, 0 king, of that battle which was destructive of great 
heroes, an earthy dust, terrible to behold, was raised by the 
wind.** From only the names we heard (of the Pandava 
warriors) that were uttered in course of that battle and from 
those (of the Kuru warriors) that were uttered by the Panda- 
vas, wo knew the combatants that fought with one another 
fearlessly. That dust, however, 0 tiger among men, was soon 
dispelled by the blood that was shed, and all the points of tho 
compass became once more clear when that dusty darkness wa.s 
driven away.*‘ Indeed, during tho progress of that terrible 
and awful battle, no one among either thy warriors or those of 
the foo, turned his back.** Desirous of attaining to the regions 
of Brahman and longing for victory by fair fight, the com- 
batants displayed their prowess, inspired with tho hope of 
heaven,*® For paying off the debt they owed to their mas- 
ters on account of the sustenance granted by the latter, or 
firmly resolved to accomplish tho objects of their friends and 
allies, the warriors, with hearts fixed on heaven, fought with 
ane another on that occasion.** Shooting and hurling weapons 
of diverse kinds, great car- warriors roared at or smote one 
another.*®— Siay, 'pierce, seize, strike, cut oj ^, — these were the 
words that were heard in that battle, uttered by thy warriors 
and those of the foe.*® Then Galya, 0 monarch, desirous of 
slaying him, pierced king Yudhishthira the just, that mighty 
Car-wairrior, with many sharp arrows.* ' Conversant with whai 
are the vital limbs of the body, the son of Pritha, however, 
O monarch, with the greatest ease, struck the ruler of th^ 
Madras with four and ten cloth-yard Shafts, aiming at the 
latter’s vital dimbs,*® Kesistiug’ tho son 'of Pandu. with his^ 

♦ A mode of expression eignifyinjj that they had cast off fear and 
were ready to lay down their lives, — T, 
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shafts, Calya of great fame, filled*^ with rage and desirous of 
slaying his adversary, pierced him in that battle with innumer- 
able arrows oquipt with Kanka feathers.^* Once more, 0 
monarch, he struck Yudhishthira with a straight shaft in the 
very sight of all the troops” King Yudhishthira the just, 
possessed of great fame and filled with rage, pierced the ruler 
of the Madras with many keen arrows eqnipt with feathers 
of Kankas and peacocks.*^ That mighty car-warrior then 
pierced Chandrasena with seventy arrows, and Galya's driver 
with nine, and Drumasena with four and sixty.” When the 
two protectors of his car- wheels were (thus) slain by the high- 
souled son of Pandu, Calya, 0 king, slew five and twenty 
warriors among the Chedis.** And he pierced Satyaki with 
five and twenty keen arrows, and Bhimasena with seven, and 
the two sons of Madri with a hundred, in that battle.” While 
Calya was thus careering in that battle, that best of kings, 
viz., the son of Pritha, sped at him many shafts that resem- 
bled snakes of virulent poison.” With a broad-headed arrow, 
Yudhishththira the son of Kunti then cut off from his car 
the standard-top of his adversary as the latter stood in his 
front.** We saw the standard of Calya, which was thus cut 
off by the son of Pandu in that great battle, fall down like a 
riven mountain summit.*^ Seeing his standard fallen and 
observing the son of Pandu standing before him, the ruler of 
the Madras became filled with rage and shot showers of shafts.*^ 
That bull amongst Kshatriyas, viz., Calya of immeasurable 
soul, poured over the Kshatriyas in that battle dense showers 
of arrows like the deity of the clouds pouring torrents of rain.” 
Piercing Satyaki and Bhimasena and the twin sons of Madrf 
by Pandu, each with five arrows, he afflicted Yudhishthira 
greatly.*® We then, 0 monarch, beheld a net of arrows spread 
before the chest of Pandu s son like a mass of risen clouds.” 
The mighty car-warrior Calya, in that battle, filled with rage, 
shrouded Yudhishthira with straight shafts.** At this, king 
Yudhishthira, afflicted with those showers of shafts, felt him- 
self deprived of his prowess, even as the Amra Jambhe hdd . 
faecotno before the slayer of Vritra/ "** 
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“Sanjaya said, — ‘When king Yudhishthira the just was 
thus afflicted by the ruler of the Madras, Satyaki and Bhima^ 
sena and the two sons of Madri by Pandu, encompassing 
Calya with their cars, began to afflict him in that battle.* 
Beholding the unsupported Calya thus afflicted by those great 
car-warriors (and seeing him successfully repel those attacks), 
loud sounds of applause were beard, and the Siddkaa (who 
witnessed the encounter) became filled with delight. The 
ascetics, assembled together (for witnessing the battle), declared 
it to be wonderful.* Then Bhimasena in that encounter, hav- 
ing pierced Calya who had become (as his name implied) an 
iresistible dart in prowess, with one arrow, next pierced him 
with seven.* Satyaki, desirous of rescuing the son of Dharma, 
pierced Calya with a hundred arrows and uttered a loud leonine 
roar.* Nakula pierced him with five arrows, and Sahadeva with 
seven ; the latter then once more pierced him with as many.* 
The heroic ruler of the Madras, struggling carefully in that 
battle, thus afflicted by those mighty car-warriors, drew a 
formidable bow capable of bearing a great strain and of im- 
parting great force to the shafts sped from it,‘ and pierced Sa- 
tyaki, O sire, with five and twenty shafts and Bbima with three 
and seventy and Nakula with seven.* Then cutting off with 
a broad-headed arrow the bow, with shaft fixed on the string, 
of Sahadeva, he pierced Sahadeva himself, in that battle, 
with three and seventy shafts.* Sahadeva then, stringing an- 
other bow, pierced his maternal uncle of great splendour with 
five shafts that resembled snakes of virulent poison or blazing 
fire,* Filled with great rage, he then struck his adversary’s 
driver, with a straight shaft in that battle and then Calya him- 
self once more with three.'* Then Bhimasena pierced the ruler 
of . the Madras with seventy arrows, and Satyaki pierced him 
with nine, .and king Yudhishthira with sixty." Thus pierced, 
OTn.euarch, by those mighty car- warriors, blood began to flow 
from Calya’s body, like crimson streams running adown the 
breast ef a mouatain of red chalk/* Calya, however, quickly. 
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pierced in return each of those gret^ bowmen with five a^ro^ys, 
0 king, which feat seemed exceedingly wonderful,’* With an- 
other broad-headed arrow, that mighty car-warrior then, 0 sire, 
cut off the stringed bow of Dharinas son in that encounter.’* 
Taking up another bow, that great car-warrior, viz,, the son: 
of Dharraa, covered Calya, his steeds, and driver, and stand- 
ard, and car, with many arrows.’* Thus shrouded in that 
battle by the son of Dharma with his shafts, Galya struck the 
former \yith ten keen arrows.’® Then Satyaki, filled with rage 
upon beholding the son of Dharma thus afflicted with shafts, 
checked the heroic ruler of the Madras with clouds of arrows.’'' 
At this> Calya cut off with a razor-faced arrow the formidable 
bow of Satyaki, and pierced each of the other Pandava warriors 
with three arrows.’® Filled with rage, O monarch, Satyaki of 
unbaffled prowess then hurled at Calya a lance equipt with a 
golden staff and decked with many jewels and gems.*® Bhima- 
sena sped at him a clothyard shaft that looked like a blazing 
snake ; Nakula hurled at him a dart, Sahadeva an excellent 
mace, and the son of Dharma a pataghniy impelled by the 
desire of despatching him.*® The ruler of the Madras, how- 
ever, quickly baffled in that battle all those weapons, hurled 
from the arms of those five warriors at him, as these coursed 
towards his car.®* With a number of broad-headed arrows 
Calya cut off the lance hurled by Satyaki, Possessed of 
valour and great lightness of hand, he cut off into two frag- 
ments the gold-decked shaft sped at him by Bhima.** He then 
resisted with clouds of shafts the terrible dart, equipt with 
a golden handle, that Nakula sped at him and the mace , algo 
that Sahadeva had thrown.** With a couple of other arrowy, 
P Bharata, he cut off the ^ataghni sped at him by the kingi ip 
the very sight of the sons of Pandu, and uttered a loud lepnine 
roar. The grandson of Cini, however, could not endure .the 
defeat of his weapon in that battle.** Insensate with rage, 
Satyaki took up another bow, and pierced the ruler of the 
Madras with two shafts and his driver with three.** At this, 
Calya, 0 monarch excited with rage, deeply pierced aft of 
them with ten arrows, like persons pie^^ mighty pleph^n^ 
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the ruler of Uie Mu,dra:ifO Bharata, those slayers of foea 
became unable to stay in front of Calya.®^ King Duryo- 
dhana, beholding the prowess of Caiya, regarded the PandavaSt 
the Pauchalas, and the Siunjayas as already slain.** Then, O 
king, the mighby-armod Bhlrnasena, possessed of great prowess 
and inenfcally resolved to cast oft* his life-breaths, encountered 
the rnlor of the Madras.** Nakula and Sahadeva and Satyaki 
of groat might, encompassing Oalya, shot their arrows at him 
from every side.*® Though encompassed by those four great 
bowmen and mighty car-warriors among the Pandavas, the vali^ 
ant ruler of the Madras still fought with tliern.“^ Then, 0 king, 
the royal son of Dharma, iu that dreadful battle, ({uickly cut off 
wlfcli a ra.-'or-h. jaded arrow one of the protectors uf Calyas car- 
wheels.^* When that bravrj and mighty car warrior, viz., that* 
pr otector of Cilya’s car-wlieoi, was thus slain, Oalya of great* 
strength covered the Pfuiduva troops with showers of arrows.®* 
Beholding his tro(j[)s shrouded with arrows, 0 monarch, in that 
battle, king Yudhishtliira the just began to reilect in this 
strain,®* — Verily, hovv shall those grave words of Madhava be- 
cuno true! J h:»}>?, the ruler of the Madras, c.'ccited with rage, 
wilt not anniiuluti juy army in battle — Then the Pandavas, 
0 older brother of Pfiudu, with cars and elephants and steeds, 
approached the ruler of tlio Madras and began to afflict him 
froin every side.®* Like the wind dispersing mighty masses; 
of clouds, the king of the Madras, in that battle, dispersed 
that risen shower of arrow.sand diverse other kinds of weapons 
in profusion.*' Wo thou behold the downpiur of gold winged 
arrow's shot li/ Oalya. coursing Ihrougli the ivelkin like a 
tlight of loeiuts.** Indeed, those arrows sliot by iao ruler of 
the Madras from tlie van uf battle were seen to fall lilvO swarma 
of birds.®* With the gold-decked shafts that issued from th^ 
b )w of the M idra king, tha wolkin, 0 monarch, becamo so 
filled that the/o was not an inch of empty space.*^ When 
a thick gl 0 nil appoarod, caused by the arrow.s shot by tho 
mighty ruler of tho Madras owing to his extreme lightness of 
hands in that dro idful battlo/* and when they behold the vast 
host of tUo Pandavas thus agitated by that hero, the gods, and 
the Qmdharm^ became filled with Rreat wgud^(4^* A£|icUfig 
7 
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wifch vigor all die P'aiidava warriors vrith his shafts from every 
Tide, 0 sire, Calya shrouded king Yudhishthira the just and 
roared repeatedly like a The mighty car-warriors of the 

Pandavas, thus shrouded by Calya in that battle, became 
unable to proceed against that great hero for fighting with 
Those, however, amongst the Pandavas, that had 
Bhimasena at their head and that were led by king Yudhish- 
thira the just, did not fly away iVoin (hat ornament of battle^, 
viz., the bravo Calya/ 


Section XIV. 

‘ Sanjaya .said, — ‘Mnaiiwhilo Arjurva, in that battle, pierced 
witli in.any arrows by the son of Drona as also by the latter s 
followers, viz., the heroic and mighty car- warriors among the 
Trigavtas/ pierced Drona's son in rotiirn witli three shafts^ 
and each of the otlier warriors with two. Once again, the 
mighty-armed Dhananjaya covered his enemies with showers 
of shafts.* Thougli struck with keen arrows and though they 
looked like porcupines in consequence of those arrows slicki;ig 
to their limbs, still thy troops, 0 bull of Eharata s race, fled not 
from Partha in that battle.^ With Drona’s son at their head, 
they encompassed that mighty car-warrior and fought with himy 
■shooting .shower.s of shaft.s.'^ The gold-decked arrows, 0 king, 
shot by them, speedily filled the terrace of Arjuna's car.^ 
Beholding those two great bowmen, those two foremost of al! 
warriors, viz., tho two Krishnas, covered .with arrows, those 
invincible (Ivaurava) combatants became filled with delight/ 
Indeed, at that time, the Kiivara, the wheels, the shaft, the 
traces, the yoke, and the Amikarsha, O lord, of Arjuna's car, 
became entirely enveloped with arrows/ The like of what thy 
warriors then did unto Purtha had never before, 0 king, been , 
either seen or heard* That car looked resplendent with those 
keen arro\^ of bea’itiful wings like a celestial vehicle blazing 
with hundred.^ of torches dropped on the Earth.® Then Arjuna, 
0 mofiarch, covered that hostile division with showers of 
atraight shafts like a cloud pourin'? torrents of rain on a 
Struck in that battle with arrows inscribed with; 
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Parthn s name, those warriors, beholding that stale of things^ 
regarded the field of battle to be full of Partha.“ Then the 
Partha-firo, having arrows for its wonderful flames and the loud 
twang of Gdndiva for the wind that fanned it, began to con- 
sume the fuel constituted by thy troops.** Then, 0 Bharatu,. 
faeaps of fallen wheels and yokes, of quivers, of banners and 
'Standards, with the vehicles themselves that bore them, of 
shafts and AniLlcaniha<H and TriccnaSy of axles and traces and 
goads, of heads of warriors decked with ear-rings and head- 
gears, of arms, 0 monarch, and thighs in thousands, of um- 
brellas along with fans, and of diadems and crowns, were seen 
along the tracks of Parlha s Indeed, along the track 

of the angry Partha’s car, 0 monarch, the ground, miry with 
blood, became impassable, 0 chief of the Bharatas, like the 
sp jrtiiig ground of Iludra. The scene inspired the timid witlr 
fear and the brave with dolight.*^'^ Having destroyed two 
thousatid cars with their fences, that scorcher of foes, viz., 
Partha, looked like a smokeless fire with blazing flames.*® In- 
deed, even as the illustrious Agni when ho blazes forth (at the 
Olid of the Yihfja) for destroying the mobile and the immobile 
universe, even .so looked, 0 king, the inighty car-warrior 
Partha.*® Bolujldlng the prowess of Pandu’s son in that battle, 
the sou of Drona, on his car equipt with many banners, 
ondcavourod to chock him.** Those two tigers among men, 
both having white .steed.s yoked unto their vehicles and both 
regarded as the foremost of car-warriors, (juickly cncountored 
each other, each desirous of slaying the other.** The arrowy 
showers shot by both became exceedingly terrible and were as 
dense, 0 bull of Bharatn s race, as the torrents of rain poured by 
two masse.s of clouds at the close of summer.** Each challeng- 
ing other, those two warriors^^ mangled each other with straight 
shafts in that battle, like a couple of bulls tearing each other 
with their horns.** The battle beoween them, 0 king, was 
fought equally for a long while. The clash of weapons became 
terrific** The son of Drona then, 0 Bharata, pierced Arjuna 
with a dozen gold*winged arrows of great energy and Vasudeva 
with ten.** Having shown for a short while some regard for 
the’ preceptor's son in that great battle, Yibhatsu then, smiling 
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the while, slrefcched his bow GdacUva with force.*’ Soon, haw-, 
ever, tho mighty car-warrior Savyasachin made his adversary 
Bteediess and driverless and earless, and without putting forth 
much strength pierced him with three arrows.®® Staying on 
that steedless car, Dronas son. smiling the while, hurled at 
the sou of Pandu a heavy mallet that looked like a dreadful 
mace with iron spikes.®^ Beholding that weapon, whioii was 
decked with cloth of gold, conr.se towards him, the heroic 
Partha, that .slayer uf f )C.s, cut it off into seven fragments.*® 
Seeing his ^nallct cut ulF, Drona'.s sun of great wrath took up 
a terrible nriee oquipt with iron spikes and looking like a 
mountain sninvnit. Accomplished i!i baUlo, (in', son of iJrona 
hurled it thet: at Partha.'* Ikdiolding that spiked mace 
coiii'iing towards hio) like the Do.Htroycr liimsolf in rage, Pan* 
du’s sun Arjuna quickly cut it uiY with live cxcidlont shafts.®* 
Cut oir with Pariha's shafts in that groat battle, that weapv>n 
fell down on the Ivirth, riving tho heart^q as it were, O 
Bharata, of the (hMstile) king.s.^® The son of Pandu theii 
pierced Dr.)na’s .son with three other shafts. Though deeply 
pierced by the mighty I’artha, ])r.>na s son, liowovor, of great 
might, relying upon his own manliness, showed no sign of lear 
or agitation.^* That gro:it car-w.an*ior, vi^., the S(m of Drnna, 
then, 0 king, slirmul .d Suralha with showers of shfifis before 
the eyo.s of all tho Kshairiyas.®® At, tliis, Siiiatha, tliat great 
car- warrior among tho Pamchalas, in that battle, riding upon 
his car wh')se rattle was as deep as tho roar of the clouds, 
rushed against the son of Drona®* Drawing his foremost of 
bows, firm and capable of bearing a great strain, thePrinchaU 
hero covered A<^;watthaman with arrows that re.sembled flames 
of fire or snakes of virulent poison.®’ 8ecing the great car- 
xvarrior Suratha rushing towards him in wrath, the son of 
Drona became filled w'ith rage like a snake struck with a 
stick.*® Furrowing his brow into three lines, and licking the 
corners of his mouth with his tongue, he looked at Suratha in 
rage and tlten rubbed his bowstring and sped a keen cloth-, 
yard shaft that resembled the fatal rod of Deatln*® Endued 
with gfeat speed, that shaft pierced the heart of Suratha and 
passing. oiit entered the Earth, riving her through. like thC:’ 
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thunder-bolt of Cakra hurled from tho sky/*' Struck with that 
shaft; Suratha fell down on the Earth like a mountain summit 
riven with thunder.*' After the fivll of that hero, tho valiant 
son of Drona, that foremost of car-warriors, speedily mounted 
upon the vehicle of his slain foe.** Then, 0 monarch, that 
warrior, invincible in battle, viz., the son of Drona, w^ell equipt 
with armour and w eapons, and .supported by the S(nusa 2 )taka 6 y 
fought with Arjuna.** That battle, at the hour of noon, be- 
tween one and the many, enhancing the population of Yaina’s 
domains, became oxcocdingly fierce.*' Wonderful was the 
sight that w'o then beheld, fur, noticing the prow'e.ss of all tho.sG 
combatants, Arjuna, alone and unsupported, fought with all 
his foes at the same time.** The encounter was exceedingly 
fierce that thn.s took j)lacc between Arjuna and his enemies, 
resembling that between Indra. in days of yore, and the vast 
host of the A.vurms.’ ”*^ 

Section* XV. 

■‘Sanjaya said, — ‘J)uryodhana, 0 king, and Dhrishtfidyumna 
tho son of Prishata, fought a iiorce battle, using arrows and 
darts in profinsion.' Both of them, 0 monarch, shot .showers 
of arrows li!;o showers of rain poured by the clouds in tho 
rainy season.* The (Kuru) king, having pierced with five 
arrows the slayer of Drona, viz., Prishata s son of fierce shafts, 
once more pierced him with seven arrows.® Endued with great 
might and steady prowess, Dhrishtadyuunm, in that battle, 
afflicted Duryodhana with seventy arrows.* Beholding the 
king thus afflicted, 0 bull of Bharata's race, lii.s uterine 
brothers, accompanied by a large force, encompaHsed the son of 
Prishata.* Surrounded by those Aiimthas on every side, the 
Piinchala hero, 0 king, careered in that battle, displaying hia 
quickness in the use of weapons.* Cikhandin, supported by 
the Prabhadrakas, fought with two Kuru bowmen, viz., Krita- 
varmau and the great car* wumior Kripa.^ Then also, 0 mon- 
arch, that ba* tie became fierce and awful since the warriors 
were all resolved to lay down their lives and since all of 
tbem fought, making life the stake.’' Calya. shooting showers 
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of shafts on all sides, afflicted the Pandavas with Satyaki 
and Vrikodara amongst them.* With patience and great 
strength, 0 monarch, the king of the Madras at the same time 
fought with the twins (Nakula and Sahadeva), each of whom 
resembled the Destroyer himself in prowess.^^ The great car- 
warriors among the Pandavas who were mangled in that great 
battle with the shafts of Calya, failed to find a protector,^^ 
Then the heroic Nakula, the son of Madri, seeing king Yudhish- 
thira the just greatly afflicted, rushed with speed against his 
maternal uncle.** Shrouding Calya in that battle (with many 
arrows), Nakula, that slayer of hostile heroes smiling the while, 
pierced him in the centre of the chest with ten other arrows,** 
made entirely of iron, polished by the hands of the smith, 
equipt with wings of gold, whetted on stone, and propelled from 
his bow with great force.*^ Afflicted by his illustrious nephew, 
Calya afflicted his nephew in return with many straight 
arrows,** Then king Yudhishthira, and Bhimasena, and Sfi- 
tyakl, and Sahadeva the son of Madri, all rushed against 
the ruler of the Madras.** That vanquisher of foes, viz., the 
generalissimo of the Kuril army, received in that battle alt 
those herv^cs that rushed towards him quickly, filling the car- 
dinal and the subsidary points of the compass with the rattle 
of their oars and causing the Earth to tremble therewith.*^ 
Piercing Yudhishthira with three arrows and Bhima with 
seven, Calya pierced Satyaki with a hundred arrows in that 
battle and Sahadeva with three.** Then the ruler of the 
Madras, 0 sire, cut off, with a razor-headed arrow, the bow 
with arrow fixed on it of the high-souled Nakula. Struck 
with Calyas shafts, that bow broke into pieces,*^ Taking 
up another bow, Madri’s son, that great car^warrior, quickly 
covered the ruler of the Madras with winged arrows,*® Then 
Yudhishthira and Sahadeva, 0 sire, each pierced the ruler of 
the Madras with ten arrows in the chest.** Bhimasena and* 
Satyaki, rushing at the ruler of the Madras, both struck him 
with arrodvs winged with Kanlca feathers, the former with 
sixty, and the latter with nine.** Filled with rage at this, the 
ruler 5f the Madras pierced Satyaki with nine arrows and once 
&gaitvwitii sevcnty straight shafts.*^ Thou, 0 siro, he cut off 
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the handle the bow, with arrow fixed on it, of Satyaki and 
hen despatched the four steeds of the latter to Yama s abode.®* 
Saving made Satyaki earless, that mighty car-warrior,- viz., 
he ruler of the Madras, struck him with a hundred arrows 
'rom every side,®® He next pierced the two angry sons of 
Madri, and Bhiinasena the son of Pandu, and Yiidhishthira, 
f) thou of Kuril’s race, with ten arrows each.** The prowess 
that we then beheld of the ruler of the Madras was exceedingly 
wonderful, since the Pilrthas, even unitedly, could not approach 
him in that battle.*^ Riding then upon another car, the mighty 
Satyaki, of prowess iucaiiable of being baffled, beholding tho 
Piindavas afflicted and succumbing to tho ruler of the Madras, 
rushed with speed against him.*® That ornament of assemblies, 
viz. Galya, on his car, rushed against tlic car of Satyaki, 
like one infuriate elephant against another.*® The collision 
that then took place between Satyaki and tho heroic ruler of 
the Madras, became fierce and wonderful to behold, even like 
that which had taken place in days of yore between the ilsicm 
Camvara and tho chief of the celestials.^® Beholding the ruler 
of the Madras staying before him in that battle, Satyaki pierc- 
ed him with ton arrows and said, — Wait, Wait 1®* — Deeply 
pierced by that high-souled warrior, the ruler of tho Madras 
pierced Satyaki in return with sharp shafts cquipt with beauti- 
ful featliers.®* Those great bowmen then, viz., tho Partlias, 
beholding the king of the Madras assailed by Satyaki, quickly 
rushed towards him from desire of slaying that maternal uncle 
of theirs.*® The encounter then that took place between those 
struggling heroes, marked by a great flow of blood, became 
exceedingly awful like that which takes place between a number 
of roaring lions.®* The struggle, 0 monarch, that took place 
between them resembled that which takes place between a 
number of roaring lions fighting with each other for meat.**' 
With tho dense showers^of shafts shot by them, the Earth be- 
came entirely enveloped, and the welkin also suddenly Became' 
one mass of anows.®* All around the field a darkness was 
caused by those arrows. Indeed, with the shafts shot by those 
illustrious warriors, a shadow as that of the clouds was caused 
there,” Then. 0 king, with those blazing shafts sp^ by thd 
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warriors, that were eiT|uipi, with wijigs uf gold and that, looked 
like snakes just freed from their sloughs, the points of the com- 
pass seemed to be ablaze.®^ That slayer of foes, viz., Calya, 
then achieved the most wonderful feat, since that hero, alone, 
and unsupported, contended with many arrows in that battle.** 
The Earth became shrouded with the fierce shafts, ecpiipt with 
feathers of Kankas and peacocks, that fell, sped from the arms 
of the ruler of the Madras.^® Then, 0 king, we beheld the 
car of Calya careering in that dreadful battle like the car of 
Cakra in days of yoro on the occasion of the destruction of 
the Amrad.' ’ 


Section XVI. 

‘•Sanjaya said, — ‘Then, 0 lord, thy troops, with Calya at 
their head, once more rushed against the Parthas in that battle 
with groat impetuosity. ‘ iVlthoiigh atfiioted, still those troops 
of thine, who were fierce in battle, rushing against the Parthas, 
very soon agitated them in consequence of their superior 
numbers.* Struck by the Kurus, the Pandava troops, in the 
very sight of the two Krishnas, stayed not on the field, though 
sought to be chocked by Bhimasena.* Filled with rage at 
this. Dhananjaya covered Kripa and his followers, as also 
Kritavarman, with showers of shafts.'^ Sahadeva checked 
Cakuni with all his forces, Nakula cast his glances on the 
ruler of the Madras from ono of his flanks.* The (five) sons of 
Draupadi chocked numerous kings (of the Kuru army). The 
Panchala prince Oikhandin resisted the son of Drona.^ Armed 
with his mace, Bhimasona held the king in chock. Kunti’s sou 
Yudhishbhira resisted Calya at the head of his forces.’ The 
battle then commenced once more between those pairs as tlloy^ 
ii^ood, among thy warriors and those of the enemy, none of 
whom had over retreated from fight.® Wo then behold the highly 
wonderful leat that Calya, achieved, since, alone, he fought with 
the \yhole Pandava army I* Calya then, as he stayed in the 
vicinity of Yudhishthira in that battle, looked like the planet 
Saturn in the vicinity of the Moon,'® Afflicting the king 
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with shafts that rcsombltd snakes of virulent poison, Calya 
rushed against Bliima, covering him with showers of arrows.** 
Beholding that lightness of hand and that nuistory over weap'* 
Oils displayed by Calya, the troops of both the armies applauded 
him highly.** Afflicted by Calya, the Pandavas, exceedingly 
mangled, tied away, leaving the battle, and disregarding the 
cries of Yudhishthira commanding them to stop.** While his 
troops were thus being slaughtered by the ruler of the Madras, 
Pandu’s son, king Yudhishthira the just, bocaine tilled with 
rage.** Rilying upon his prowess, that mighty car-warrior began 
to atHict the ruler of the Madras, resolved to either win tlm 
battle or meet witih death.** Summoning ail his hr thers and 
also Krishna of Madhu’s race, he said unto tlioin, — Bhishina, 
and Drona, and Kama, and the other kiiigs,*® that put forth 
their prowess for the sake of the Kauravas, have all perished 
in battle ! Ye all have exerted your valour according to your 
courage and in respect of the shares allotted to you !*’ Only 
one share, viz., mine, that is constituted by the mighty car^ 
warrior Calya, remains, I desire to vampiish that ruler of the 
Madras today in battle ! Whatever wishei% I have regarding the 
accomplishment of that task I will now tell you !** These two 
heroes, viz., the two sons of Madravati, will become the pro- 
tectors of my wheels. They are ciunted as heroes incapable of 
being vainiuished by Vasava himself!*^ Keeping the duties of 
a Kshatriya befuro them, these two that are deserving of every 
honor and are firm in their vows, will fight with their mater- 
nal unclc.*^ Either Calya will slay me iii battle or I will slay 
him. Blessed bo ye 1 Liston to these true words, ye foremosti 
of heroes in the world Observant of Kshatriya duties, I will 
fight with my maternal uncle, ye lords of Earth, firmly resolved 
to either obtain victory or be slain •** Let them that furnish 
cars quickly supply my vehicle, according to the rules of 
science, with v/eapons and all kinds of implements in a larger 
measure than Galya's.** The grandson of Cini will protect 
xny right wheel, and Dhrishtadynrnna my left. Let Pritha's 
son Dhananjaya guard ray rear today.** And lot Bhima, that# 
foremost of all wielders of weapons, fight in my front. I shall 
thus be superior to Calya in t*:e great battle that will "occur P® 
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— Tluis addre?5sod by the king, all hisn well-wishers did as they 
wore rcqucsfccd,^^ Thou the Pfindava troops once more became 
fillcAl witii joy, especially the Princhalas, the Somakas, and 
the Matsyas.®^ Having made that vow, the king proceeded 
against the ruler of the Madras. The Panchalas then blew and 
beat iimnincrable eonchs and drums and uttered leonine roars.*® 
Eiidnod witli great activity and filled with rage, they rushed, 
v/ith loud shouts of joy against the ruler of the Madras, that 
bull among the Kurus.*®^ And they caused the Earth to re- 
sound with the noise of the elephants’ bells, and the loiul blaro 
of conchs and trumpets.^® Then thy son and the valiant 
ruler of the Madras, like the Udaya and the Asta hills, re- 
ceived those assailants.^^ Boasting of his prowess in battle, 
Calya poured a shower of arrows on that chastiser of focs^ 
viz., king Yiidhishthira the just, like Maghavat pouring rain.®* 
The high soulcd king of the Kurus also, having taken np 
his bo.autiful bow, displayed those diverse kinds of lessons 
that Drona had taught him,^^ And he poured successive 
showers of arrows beautifully, quickly, and with groat skill. 
As he careered in battle, none could mark any Inches in hini.®'^ 
Oalya and Yudhishthira, both endued with great prowess 
in battle, mangUMl each other, like a conpio of tigers fight- 
ing for a piece of meat..** Bhima was engaged with thy son, 
that delighter in battle. The Panchilla prince (Dhrishta- 
(lyumna), and Sfityaki, and the two sons of Mfulri by Pandu, 
received Cakuni and the other Kuril Iieroes around.*® In 
consoquonco of thy evil policy, 0 king, there again occurred in 
that sj).)t an awful battle between thy ivarriors and those 
of the foe, all of whom were inspired with the desire of 
victory.*'^ Buryodhana then, with a straight shaft, aiming ab 
the gold-decked standard of Bhima, cut it olf in that battle.*® 
The beautiful standard of Bhiinasena, adorned with many 
bells, fell down, 0 giver of honors!*® Once more the king, 
with a sharp razor-faced arrow, cut off the beautiful bow of 


* The reading Knrnpmigavas is incorrect. It should be in the 

accn^ativ* form, Then again, 1 read, following the Bengal lexis, 
aikI not Ura^mmm as ia tbe Bombay edition.— T, 
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B1 ima that looked like the trunk of an elephant.^® EriduccI 
wiijh great energy, the bowloss Bhima then, putting forth his 
prowess, pierced the chest of thy son with a dart. At this, 
thy son sat down on the terrace of his car."^^ When ])iiryo- 
dhana swooned away, Vrikodara once more, with a razor- 
faced shaft, ent oiT the head of his driver from his trnnk.'*® 
The steeds of Dur)M)dhana’s car, deprived of their driver, ran 
wildly on all sides, 0 Bharata, draggling tlie car after tliem, 
at which loud wails arose (in the Kuril army)."*^ Tlicn the 
miglity car-warrior A<;wattliaman, and Kripa, and Kritavar- 
man, followed that car, desirous of rescuing tliy son.'^^ Tlio 
(Kanrava) trtiops (at sight of this) became exceedingly agitated. 
The followers of Dnryodhana became terrified. At that time, 
the wioldor of Gdiidiva, drawing his bow, began to slay them 
with his arrows.*^® Then Yudhishthira, excited with rage, 
rushed against the ruler of the Madras, himself urging his steeds 
white as ivory and (loct as thought.'^® We then saw something, 
that was wonderful in Yudhislithira, the son of Kunti, for 
though very mild and soft before, lie tlicn became exceedingly 
fiorcc.'^^ With eyes opened wide and body trembling in rage, 
the son of Kunti cut off hostile warriors in hundreds and thon- 
sands by iiioans of his sharp shafts.^^ Those amongst the 
soldiers against whom the eldest Pandava proceeded, wore 
overthrown by him, O king, like mountain summits riven with 
thunder.*^ Felling cars with steeds and d fivers and standards 
and throwing down car warriors in large numbers, Yudhish* 
thira, without any assistance, began to sport there like a mighty 
wind destroying masses of clouds.®® Filled with rage, he des- 
troyed steeds with riders and steeds without riders and foot* 
soldiers by thousands in that battle, like Rndra destroying 
living creatures (at the time of the universal dissolution).®^ 
Having made the field empty by shouting his shafts on all 
sides, Yudhishthira rushed against the ruler of the Madras 
and said — AVait, Wait!®* — Beholding the feats then of that 
hero of terrible deeds, all thy warriors became inspired witli 
ihar. Calya.. however, proceeded against him.®^ Both of tlicin 
filled with rage, both blow their conchs. Returning and cha- 
llenging each other, each then encountered the other/^ TIkh 
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Calya covered Yudhishthira with showers of arrows. Similarly, 
the son of Kuiiti covered the ruler of the Madras with showers 
of arrows.” Then those two heroes, viz., the ruler of the 
Madras and Yudhishthira, mangled in that battle with eaeh 
other’s arrows and bathed in blood, looked” beautiful like a 
(lalmali and a Kinmlca tree decked with flowers. Both 
possessed of splendour and both invincible in battle, those 
two illustrious warriors uttered loud roars.” Beholding them 
both, the soldiers could not conclude which of them would 
bo victorious. Whether the son of Pritha would enjoy the 
Earth, having slain the ruler of the Madras, or, Calya, having 
slain the son of Pandu, would bestow the Earth on Buryo- 
dhaua,” could not be ascertained, 0 Bharata, by the warriors 
present there. King Yudhishthira, in course of that battle, 
placed his foes to his right.** Then Calya shut a hundred 
foremost of arrows at Yudhishthira. With another arrow of 
great sharpness, ho cut off the latter’s bow.” Taking up ano- 
ther bow, Yudhishthira pierced Calya with three hundred 
shafts and cut off the latter’s bow with a razor-faced arrow.” 
The son of Pandu then slew tho four steeds of his antagonist 
with some straight arrow.s. With two other very sharp shafts, 
ho then cut olF the two Fdrtihni drivers of Calya.” Then with 
another blazing, woll-teinporod, and sharp shaft, he cut oft' the 
standard of Calya staying in his front. Then, 0 chastiser of 
foes, the army of Duryodhana broke.” Tho son of Drona, at 
this time, speedily proceeded towards the ruler of the Madras 
who had been reduced to that plight, and (juickly taking him 
up on his own car, fled away fpiickly.” After the two Lad 
proceeded for a moment, they heard Yudhishthira roar aloud. 
Stopping, the ruler of the Madras then ascended another car” 
that had been equipt duly. That best of cars had a rattle 
deep as tho roar of the clouds. Well furnished with weapons 
and instruments and all kinds of utensils, that vehicle made 
the hair of foes stand on end.’ ”” 
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Sanjaya said, — ‘Taking up another bow that was very 
strong and much tougher, the ruler of the Madras pierced ! 
Yiidhishthira and roared like a lion.^ Then that bull amongst 
Kshatriyas, of immeasurable soul, poured upon all the Ksha- 
triyas showers of arrows even like the deity of the clouds 
pouring rain in torrents.* Piercing Satyaki with ten arrows 
and Bhitna with three and Sahadeva with as many, he afflicted 
Yudhishthira greatly.* And he afflicted all the other great 
bowmen with their steeds and cars and elephants with many 
shafts like hunters afflicting elephants with blazing brands.* 
Indeed, that foremost of car-warriors destroyed elephants and 
elephant-riders, horses and horsemen, and cars and car-warriors.* 
And he cut off the arms of combatants with weapons in grasp 
and the standards of vehicles, and caused the Earth to bo 
strewn with (slain) warriors like the sacrificial altar with 
blades of Aitfa grass.* Then the Pandus, the Panchalas, and 
the Somakas, filled with rage, encompassed that hero who was 
thus slaughtering their troops like all destroying Death."^ 
Bhimasena, and the grandson of Ciui, and those two foremost 
01 men, viz., the two sons of Madri, encompassed that warrior 
while he was fighting with the (Pand iva) king of terrible 
might. And all of them challenged him to battle.* Then 
thosi heroes, 0 king, having obtained the ruler of the Madras, 
that foremost of warriors, in battle, checked that first of men in 
that encounter and began to strike him with winged arrows of 
fierce energy.* Protected by Bhimasena, and the two sons of 
Madri, and by him of Madhu s race, the royal son of Dharma 
struck the ruler of the Madras in the centre of the chest 
with winged arrows of fierce energy.^® Then the car-warriors 
and other combatants of thy army, clad in mail and cquipt 
with weapons, beholding the ruler of the Madras exceedingly 
afflicted with arrows in that battle, surrounded him on all side, 
at the coininanvl of I)uryodhana.“ The ruler of the Madras 
at this time quickly pierced Yiidhishthira with seven arrows 
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In thit battle. The high-souled son of Pritha, 0 king, in 
return, pierced his foe with nine arrows in that dreadful 
encounter.*'* Those two great car-warriors, viz., the ruler of the 
Madras and Yudhishthira, began to cover each other with 
arrows washed in oil and shot from their bowstrings stretched 
to their ears.*® Those two best of kings, both endued with 
great strength, both incapable of being defeated by foes, and 
both foremost of car-warriors, watchful of each other’s laches, 
quickly and deeply pierced each other with each other’s 
shafts.*^ The loud noise of their bows, bowstrings, and palms, 
resembled that of Indra’s thunder as those high soulcd warriors, 
viz., the brave ruler of the Madras and the heroic Pandava, 
showered upon each other their numberless a’-rows.** They 
oareered on the field of battle like two young tigers in the 
deep forest fighting for a pierce of meat. Swelling with pride 
of prowess, they mangled each other like a couple of infuriate 
elephants cquipt with powerful tusks.*® Then the illustrious 
ruler of the Madras, endued with fierce impetuosity, putting 
forth his vigor, pierced the heroic Yudhishthira of terrible 
might in the chest with a shaft possessed of the splendour of 
fire or the Sun.*^ Deeply pierced, O king, that bull of Kuril’s 
race, viz., the illustrious Yudhishthira, then struck the ruler of 
the Madras with a well-shot shaft and became filled with joy.*® 
Recovering his senses within a trice, that foremost of kings (viz., 
Calya), possessed of prowess equal to that of him of a thou- 
sand eyes, with eyes red in wrath, quickly struck the son of 
Pritha with a hundred arrows.*** At this, the illustrious son 
of Dharraa, filled with rage, quickly pierced Calya's chest and 
then, without losing a moment, struck his golden mail with six 
shafts.*® Filled with joy, the ruler of the Madras then, draw- 
ing his bow and having shot many arrows, at last cut off, with 
a pair of razor-faced shafts, the bow of his royal foe, viz., that 
bull of Kuril’s race.** The illustrious Yudhishthira then, tak- 
ing a new and more formidable bow in that battle, pierced 
Calya with many arrows of keen points from every side like 
Indra piercing the 'Asura Namuchi.**' The illustrious Calya 
then, cutting off the golden coats of mail of both Bhima and 
king Yudhishthira with nine arrows, pierced the arms of both 
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of them.®® With another iip.zor-fac6d arrow endued with the 
Kplondour of fire or the Sun, ho then cut off the bow of 
Yudhislithira. At this time Kripa, with six arrows, slew the 
king s driver who thereupon fell down in front of the car,®^ 
The ruler of the Madras then slew with four shafts the four 
steeds of Yudhislithira. Having slain the steeds of the king, 
the high-soulcd Calya then began to slay the troops of the 
royal son of Dharma.®® When the (Pandava) king had been 
brought to that plight, the illustrious Bhirnasena, quickly 
cutting off the bow of the Madra king with an arrow of great 
impetuosity, deeply pierced the king himself with a couple of 
arrows.®® With another arrow he severed the head of Galya's 
driver, from his trunk the middle of which was encased in mail. 
E>:ceediiigy excited with rage, Bhirnasena next slew, without a 
moment’s delay, the four steeds also of his foc.®^ That foremost 
of all bowmen, viz., Bhima, then covered with a hundred arrows 
that hero who, endued with great irapotnosity, was careering 
alone in thcat battle. Sjvhadcva, the son of Madri, did the same. 
Beholding Calya stupified with those arrows, Bhima cut off 
his armour with other shafts.®® llis armour havincf been cut 
olF by Bhirnasena, the high-soulod ruler of the Madras, taking 
up a sword and a shield decked with a thousand stars, jumped 
d;)wn from his car and rushed towards the son of Kunti. Cut- 
ting off the shaft of Nakula's car, Calya of terrible strength 
rushed towards Yudhishthira.®® Bcholdii g him rushing im- 
petuously towards the king, even like the Destroyer himself 
rushing rage, Dhrishtadyumna and Cikhandin and the (five) 
sons of Draupadi and the grandson of Cini suddenly advanced 
towards him.®^ Then the illustrious Bhima cut oft with ten 
arrows the unrivalled shield of the advancing hero. With 
another broad -headed arrow he cut off the sword also of that 
warrior at the hilt. Filled with joy at this, he roared aloud 
in the midst of the troops.®* Beholding that feat of Bhima, 
all the foremost car-warriors among the Pfindavas became 
filled with joy. Laughing aloud, they uttered fierce roars and 
blew their conchs white as the moon.®* At that terrible noise 
the army protected by thy heroes became cheerless, covered 
with sweat, bathed in bleed, exceedingly mcUuicboly, and al- 
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most lifeless,®* The ruler of the /^Madras, assailed by those 
foremost of Pandava warriors headed by Bhimasona, proceeded 
(regardless of them) towards Yudhishthira, like a lion proceed- 
ing for seizing a deer,** King Yudhishthira the just, steedless 
and driverless, looked like a blazing fire in consequence of 
the wrath with which ho was then excited. Beholding the ruler 
of the Madras before him, he rushed towards that foe with 
great impetuosity,®* Recollecting the words of Govinda, h© 
quickly set his heart on the destruction of Calya. Indeed, 
king Yudhishthira the just, staying on his steedless and driver- 
less car, desired to take up a dart.®* Beholding that feat of 
Calya and reflecting upon the fact that that hero who had been 
allotted to him as his share still remained unslain, the son of 
Pandu firmly set his heart upon accomplishing that which 
Indra’s younger brother had counselled him to achieve.*^ King 
Yudhishthira the just took up a dart whose handle was adorned 
with gold and gems and whose effulgence was as bright as that 
of gold. Rjlling his'eyes that were wide open, he cast his 
glances on the ruler of the Madras, his heart filled with raj2[e,®* 
Thus looked at, 0 god among men, by that king of cleansed 
soul and sins all washed away, the ruler of the Madras was not 
reduced to ashes. This appreared to us to be exceedingly 
wonderful, 0 monarch !“ The illustrious chief of the Kurus 
then hurled with great force at the king of the Madras that blaz- 
ing dart of beautiful and fierce liandio and effulgent with gems 
and corals.** All the Kuravas behold that blazing dart emitting 
sparks of fire as it coursed through the welkin after havin(» 
been hurled with great force, even like at large meteor fallii g 
from the skies at the end of the King Yudhishthira 

the just, ill that battle, carefully hurled that dart which resem- 
bled the Death- night armed with the fatal noose or the foster- 
mother of fearful aspect of Yama himself, and which, like the 
Brahmana’s curse, was incapable of being baffled,** Carefully 
the sons of Pandu had always worshipped that weapon with 
perfumes and garlands and foremost of se£|ts and the best kinds 
of viands and drinks. That, weapon seemed to blaze like the 
k'iunvarfaJm fire and was as fierce as a rite performed accord- 
ing to the Ailwnan of Angirasa,** Created by Tashtri (the 
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celiestial artificer) for the use of I^ana, it was a* consuTuer of 
the Ufe-hrdaths and the bodies of all foes. It was capable of 
destiiaying by its force the Earth and the welkin and all the 
receptacles of water and creatures of every kind.^* Adorned 
with bells and banners and gems and diamonds and decked 
with stones of la^is lazuli and equipt with a golden handle, 
Tashtri himself had forged it with great care after having ob- 
served: many vows. Unerringly fatal, it was destructive of all 
haters of Brahna^^ Having carefully inspired it with many 
fierce mantras, and endued it with terrible velocity by the 
exercise of great might and great care, king Yudhishthira hurled 
it along the best of tracks for the destruction of the ruler of 
the Madras.^* Saying in a loud voice the words , — Thou art 
slain, 0 wretch !— the king hurled it, even as Rudra had, in 
days of yore, shot his shaft for the destruction of the A sura 
Andhaka, stretching forth his strong (right) arm graced with a 
beautiful hand, and apparently dancing in wrath.'*’? Calya, 
however, roared aloud and endeavoured to catch that excellent 
dart of irresistible energy hurled by Yudhishthira with all 
his might, even as a fire leaps forth for catching a jet of 
clarified butter poured over it.*® Piercing through his very 
vitals and his fair and broad chest, that dart entered the 
Earth as easily as it would any water without the slightest 
resistance and bearing away (with it) the world-wide fame 
of the king (of the Madras) Covered w ith the blood that 
issued from his nostrils and eyes and ears and mouth, and 
that which flowed from his wound, he then looked like the 
Krauncha mountain of gigantic size when it was pierced by 
Skanda.*® His armour having been cut off by that descendant 
of Kuru’s race, the illustrious Calya, strong as Indra's ele- 
phant, stretching his arms, fell down on the Earth, like a 
mounjtain summit riven by thunder.®* Stretching his arms, 
the^ ruler of the Madras fell down on the Earth, with face 
directed towarcfe Jking the just, like a tall banner 

erects^i 4 tQ ,tho honor of Xndra falling down on the ground.** 
Like a 'dear wife advancing to receive her dear lord about to fall 
op heitihreo^a^r the Earth then seemed, from affection, to rise a 
Ijtjle among men. as he fell down 
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with mangled limbs bathed in blood.** The puissant Calya, 
having long enjoyed the Earth like a dear wife, now seemed 
to sleep on the Earth s breast, embracing her with all his 
limbs.®* Slain by Dharma’s son of righteous soul in fair fight, 
Calya seemed to assume the aspect of a goodly fire lying extin- 
guished on the sacrificial platform.®* Though deprived of his 
weapons and standard, and though his heart had been pierced, 
beauty did not yet seem to abandon the lifeless ruler of the 
Madras.®* Then Yudhishthira, taking up his bow whose 
splendour resembled that of Indra’s bow, began to destroy his 
ft)es in that battle like the prince of birds destroying snakes. 
With the greatest speed he began to eut off the bodies of his 
enemies with his keen shafts.*^ Wich the showers of shafts that 
the son of Prithii thou shot, thy troops became entirely shrouded. 
Overcome with fear and with eyes shut, they began to strike 
one another (so stupified were they then). With blood issuing 
from their bodies, they became deprived of their weapons of 
attack and defence and divested of their life-breaths.®* Upon 
the fall of Calya, the youthful younger brother of the king of 
the Madras, who was equal to his (deceased) brother in every 
accomplishment, and who was regarded as a mighty car war- 
rior, proceeded against Yudhishthira.®® Invincible in battle 
and desirous of paying the last dues of his brother, that fore- 
most of men quickly pierced the Pandava with very many 
shafts.*® With great speed king Yudhishthira the just pierced 
him with six arrows. With a couple of razor-faced arrows, he 
then cut off the bow and the .standard of his antagonist.*^ Then 
with a blazing and keen arrow of great force and broad head, 
he struck off the head of his foe staying before "him.** I saw 
that head adorned with ear-rings fall down from the car 
like a denizen of heaven falling down on the exhaustion of his 
merits.** Beholding his headless trunk, bathed all over with 
blood, fallen down from the car, the Kaurava troops broke.®* In- 
deed, upon the slaughter of the younger brother of the Madras 
clad in beautiful, armour, the Kurus, uttering cries of Oh and 
fled -away with speed.®® Beholding Galyas younger 
brothet stain, thy troops, hopeless of their lives, were inspired 
witW th^ feuf of the Pandavals and fled, covered with dust.*® 
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Tho grandson of Gini then* viz., Safcyaki, 0 bull of Bharata's- 
r^ce, shooting his shafts, procoedcd against the frightened Kau- 
ravas while the latter were flying away.” Then Hridika s son^ 
0 king, quickly and fearlessly received that invincible warrior, 
that irresistible and mighty bowman, as he advanced (against 
the beaten army).” Those two illustrious and invincible heroes 
of Vrishni s race, viz., Hridika s sou and Satyaki, encountered 
each other like two furious lions.” Both resembling the' Sun in 
effulgence, they covered each other with arrows of blazing 
splendour that resembled the rays of the Sun.^® The arrows 
of those two lions of Vrishni s race, shot forcibly from their 
bows, we saw, looked like swiftly-coursing insects in the wel- 
kin. Piercing Satyaki with ten arrows and his steeds with* 
three, the son of Hridika cut off his bow with a straight 
shaft.’'* Laying aside his best of bows which was thus cut off, 
that bull of Cini's race, quickly took up another that was 
tougher than the first.'* Having taken up that foremost of 
bows, that first of bowmen pierced the son of Hridika with 
ten arrows in the centre of the chest.'* Then cutting off his 
car and the shaft also of that car with many well-shot arrows,. 
Satyaki quickly slew the steeds of his antagonist as also his 
two Pdrshni drivers.'^ The valiant Kripa then, the son of 
Caradwat, 0 lord, beholding Hridika’s son made earless, quick- 
ly bore him away, taking him up on h's car.'* Upon the 
slaughter of the king of the Madras and upon Kritavarman 
having been made earless, the entire army of Duryodhana once 
more turned its face from the battle," At this time the army 
was shrouded with a dusty cloud. We could not see anything. 
The greater portion, however, of thy army fell. They who re- 
mained alive had turned away their faces from battle.'® Soom 
it was seen that that cloud of earthy dust which had arisen be- 
came allayed, 0 bull among men, in consequence of the diverse* 
streams of blood that drenched it on every side.'* Then Duryo- 
dhaha, seeing from a near point his army broken, alone resist- 
ed all the Pafth^s advancing furiously.*® Beholding the Pandva- 
as on their cars aa also Dhrishtadyumna the son of Prishata 
and the invincible chief the inartas (viz., Satyaki), the Kuru 
king covered all of them with sharp arrows.*^ The enemy (at 
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that time) approached him not, liiPe mortal* creatures fearing 
to approach the Destroyer standing before them. Meanwhile 
the son of Hridika, riding upon another car, advanced to that 
spot." The mighty car- warrior Yudhishthira then quickly 
slew the four steeds of Kritavarman with four shafts, and 
pierced the son of Gotama with six broad-headed arrows of 
great force.'* Then Aowatthaman, taking up on his car the 
son of Hridika who had been. made steedless and earless by the 
(Pandava) king, bore him away from Yudhishthira’s presence.'* 
The son of Caradwat pierced Yudhishthira in return with 
eight arrows, and his steeds also with eight keen shafts." 
^ils, 0 monarch, the embers of that battle began to glow 
here and there, in consequence, O king, of the evil policy of 
thyself and thy son, 0 Bharata!" After the slaughter of 
'#(at foremost of bowmen on the field of battle by that bull of 
Ktiru’s race, the Parthas, beholding Calya slain, united to- 
'^her, and filled with great joy, blew their conchs." And all 
div them applauded Yudhishthira in that battle, even as the 
celestials, in days of yore, had applauded Indra after the 
^hughter of Vritra. And they beat and blew diverse kinds of 
musical instruments, making the Earth resound on every side 
with that noise.’ 

Section XVIII. 

“Sanjaya said, — ‘After the slaughter of Calya, 0 king, the 
followers of the Madra king, numbering seventeen hundred 
heroic car-waririors, proceeded for battle with great energy.* 
Duryodhana riding upon an elephant gigantic as a hill, with 
an umbrella held over his head, and fanned the while with yak- 
tails, forbade the Ma^raka warriors, saying,— Do not 'proceed. 
Do not though repeatedly forbidden by Duryb- 

dbaHat-'thjj^^ j^to^ desirops 6f slaying Yudhishthira, pene- 
trated into |h& ’t'Shdava host.* Those brave cothbatentsv 0 
paonarch, dbywKto Duryodhana, twanging their hpwa loudly, 
ftughtji'^tfa the PShie^vasI?' -Meanwhile hearing thot^Calya had 
6ea^«l^A,bjMi,fchaA'Yi^hh4whir»wtB- aflfiicted'by the mighty 
cAr%«^i9b of l^e iladrakas devoM 'to of Idle 
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M^raka king,* 4he gre&t car- warrior Fartha came there, 
stretching his bow Gamdiva, and filling the Earth with the 
rattle of his car.' Then Arjuna, and Bhima, and the two sons 
of Madri by Fandn, and that tiger among men, viz., Satyaki, 
and the (five) sons of Draupadi,* and Dhrishtadyumna, and 
Cikhandin, and the Fanchalas and the Somakas, desirous of 
rescuing Yudhishthira, surrounded him on all sides.' Having 
taken their places around the king, the Fandavas, those bulls 
among men, began to agitate the. hostile force like Makaras 
agitating the ocean. Indeed, they caused thy army to tremble 
like a mighty tempest shaking the trees.' Like the great 
river Ganges agitated by a hostile wind, the Fandava host, 
0 king, once more became exceedingly agitated.^' Causing 
that mighty host to tremble, the illustrious and mighty car- 
warriors, (viz., the Madrakas), all shouted loudly, saying, — 
Wltere is that king Yvdhiakthira Why are not hie brave 
brothers, viz., the Pandavas, to be seen , here i What has 
become of the Pdnchdlas of great energy as also of the mighty 
car-warrior Qikhandint Where cure Dhrishtadyumna ajfid 
the grandson of ^ini and those great car-wa^rriors, viz,, the 
(five) sons of Draupadi!^* — At this, those nighty car-war- 
riors, viz., the sons of Draupadi, began to slaughter the fol- 
lowers of the Madra king who were uttering those ' words and 
battling vigorously.** In that battle, some , amongst thy troops, 
were seen to be crushed by car- wheels and some slain by means 
of thefir lofty standards.** Beholding, however, the heroic Pan- 
davje, the brave warriors of thy army, 0 Bharata, though for- 
bidden by thy son, still rushed against them." Duryodhana, 
speaking softly, sought to prevent those warriors from fighting 
with the foe. No great car- warrior, however, amongst them 
obeyed his behest." Then Cakuni, the son of the Gandhara 
kingi possessed;' of eloquence, 0 monarch, said unto Duryo- 
dhana<^ese |wa4<^:"— dlow is this that we standing here, 
while the MjftdrahdJiost is being slaughtered before our eyes ? 
. Whettthi!i^f^;0 ll^rata,‘art here, this does not look well!** 
The uhi^^i^ng ptade was that all of us should fight 
unitedly ! Whf tbfj^, P king, dost lihou tolerate our foes wheh 
they are tbo» slaying our troops ?" 



TO 


MAHABHARATA. 


{(palya-hadJm 

“ 'Duryodhana said, — Though foAidden by me before, they 
did not obey my behest. Unitedly have these men penetrated 
into the Pandava host !*®— 

“ ‘Cakuni said, — Brave warriors, when excited with rage in 
battle, do not obey the commands of their leaders. It does 
not behove thee to be angry with those men. This is not the 
time to stand indifferently 1®* We shall, therefore, all of us, 
united together with our cars and horse and elephants, pro- 
ceed, for rescuing those groat bowmen, viz., the followers of the 
Madra king With great care, 0 king, we shall protect one 
another ! — Thinking after the manner of Cakuni, all the 
Kauravas then proceeded to that place where the Madras were.*® 
Duryodhana also, thus addressed (by his maternal uncle), pro- 
ceeded, encompassed by a large force, against the foe, uttering 
leonine shouts and causing the Earth to resound with that 
noise.®* — Slay, pierce, seize, strike, cut off, — these were the 
loud sounds that were heard then, 0 Bharata, among those 
troops.®* Meanwhile the Pandavas, beholding in that battle 
the followers of the Madra king assailing them unitedly, pro- 
cee^^ed against them, arraying themselves in the form called 
Madhyama,^^ Fighting hand to hand, 0 monarch, for a short 
while, those heroic warriors, viz., the followers of the Madra 
king, were seen to perish.®^ Then, whilst we were proceeding, 
the Pandavas, united together and endued with great activity, 
completed the slaughter of the Madrakas, and filled with delight, 
uttered joyous shouts.*® Then headless forms were seen to 
arise all around. Large meteors seemed to fall down from the 
Sun's disc.** The Earth became covered with cars and broken 
yokes and axles and slain car- warriors and lifeless steeds.®* 
Steeds fleet as the wind, and still attached to yokes of cars (but 
without drivers to guide them) were seen to drag car-warriors, 
O monarch, hither and thither on the field of battle.®* Some 
horses were seen to drag cars with broken wheels, while some 
ran on all sides, bearing after them portions of broken cars.®* 
Here and thefte also were seen steeds that were hampered 
in their motions by their traces Car- warriors, whilf falling 
dowT) theijr cars, were seen to drop down like denizens 
of heaven ori>’ the exhaustion of their merits.®® When the 
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brave followers of the Macka king were slain, the mighty car-* 
warriors of the l^arthas, those great smiters, beholding a body 
of horse advancing towards them, rushed, towards it with speed 
from desire of victory.** Causing their arrows to whizz loudly 
and making diverse other kinds of noise mingled with the 
blare of their conchs, those effectual smiters possessed of sure- 
ness of aim, shaking their bows, uttered leonine roars.** 
Beholding then that large force of the Madra king exterminated 
and seeing also their heroic , king slain in battle, the entire 
army of Duryodhana once more turned away from the field.** 
Struck, 0 monarch, by those firm bowmen, viz., the Pandavas, 
the Kuril army fled away on all sides, inspired with fear.* 


Section XIX. 

“Sanjaya said,— Upon the fall of that great king and mighty 
car-warrior, that invincible hero, (viz., Calya) in battle, thy 
troops as also thy sons almost all turned away from the fight.^ 
Indeed, upon the slaughter of that hero by the illustrious 
Yudhishthira, thy troops were like ship- wrecked merchants 
on the vasty deep without a raft to cross it.* After the fall of 
the Madra king, 0 monarch, thy troops, struck with fear and 
mangled with arrows, were like masterless men desirous of a 
protector or a herd of deer afflicted by a lion.® Like bulla 
deprived of their horns or elephants who.so tusks have been 
broken, thy troops, defeated by Ajata(;atru, fled away at mid- 
day.* After the fall of Calya, O king, none amongst thy 
troops set his heart on either rallying the army or displaying 
his prowess.* That fear, 0 king, and that grief, which had been 
ours upon the fall of Bhishma, of Drona, and of the Suta*a 
son, 0 Bharata, now became ours once more, 0 monarch!* 
Despairing of success upon the fall of the mighty car-warrior 
Calya, the Kuru army, with its heroes slain and exceedingly 
confused, began to be cut down with keen shafts. Upon the 
slaughter of the Madra king, 0 monarch, thy warriors all fled 
away in fear.^^ Somo on horse-back, some on elephants, some 
on cars, greait car- warriors, with great speed, and foot-soldiers, 
also, fled away in fear.® Two thousand elephants, looking like 
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hills, and accomplished in limiting, fled away, after Calyd's falli 
urged on with hooks ahd toe8.V iSeed, O pKief of the Bha^' 
ratas, thy soldiers fled on all sides. Afli^ted with arrows, they 
were seen to run, breathing hard.^* ]3ieholding them defeated 
and broken and flying away in dejection, the Panchalas and 
the PSndavas, Inspired with desire of victory, pursued them 
hotIy,“ The whizz of arrows and other noises, the loud leonine 
roars, and the blare of conchs, of heroic warriors, became 
tremendous.'* Beholding the Kaurava host agitated with fear 
and flying away, the Panchalas and the Pandavas addressed 
one another, saying*.'®— Today king Yudhishthira.firm in truth, 
hath vanquished his enemies ! Today Duryodhana hath been 
divested of his splendour and kingly prosperity I'* Today, hear- 
ing of his son’s death, let Dhritaraslitra, that king of men, 
stupified and prostrate on the Earth, feel the most poignant 
anguish !'* Let him know today that the son of Kunti is 
possessed of great might among all bowmen 1 Today that 
sinful and wicked-hearted king will censure his own self!'® 
Let him recollect today the time and beneficial words of 
Vidura 1 Let him from this day wait upon the Parthas as 
their slave 1 Let that king today experience the grief that 
had been felt by the sons of Pandu.'’^ Let that king know 
today the greatness of Krishna ! Let him hear today the 
terrible twang of Arjuna’s bow in battle, as also the strength 
of all his weapons, and the might of his arms in fight!'* 
Today he will know the awful might of the high-souled Bhima 
when Duryodhana will be slain in battle even as the Amra 
Vali was slain by Indra!'® Save Bhima of mighty strength, 
there is none else in this world that can achieve that which 
was achieved by Bhima himself at the slaughter of Dus95- 
sana !®* Hearing of the slaughter of the ruler of the M^r^ 
who was incapable of defeat by the very gods, that king wflr 
know the prowess of the eldest son of Pahdu 1*V After the 
slaughter of the heroic son of Suvala and of a(l the QXndharaa 
he will know the strength, in battle, of the two. soha of 
Madri by ParSu t** 'Why' w^ hot VicWrjj'he theirs that have 
Dhanan||^f for also aii, ^ Bhii^en^ 
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of DraiipA^i, and tihe two sons of Madri, and the mighty 
bowman Cikhandin, and*" king Yudhishthira ?“* Why will 
not victory be theirs that have for their protector Krishna, 
otherwise called Janarddanh, that Protector of the universe ? 
Why will not victory be theirs that have righteousness for 
their refuge?** Who else than Yudhishthira the son of 
Pritha, who hath Hrishike^a, the refuge of righteousness 
and fame, for his protector, is competent to vanquish in 
battle Bhishina and Drona and Kama and the ruler of 
the Madras and the other kings by hundreds and thou- 
sands — Saying these words and filled with joy, the 
Srinjayas pursued thy troops in that battle who had been 
exceedingly mangled with shafts.** Then Dhananjaya of great 
valour proceeded against the car-division of the foe. The two 
sons of Madri and the mighty car-warrior Satyaki proceeded 
against Cakuni.** Beholding them all flying with speed in 
fear of Bhimasena, Diiryodhana, as if smiling the while, ad- 
dressed his driver, saying,*^ — Partha, stationed there with hia 
bow, is transgressing me. Take my steeds to the rear of the 
whole array.®* Like the ocean that cannot transgress its conti- 
nents, Kunti s son Dhananjaya will never venture to trans- 
gress me if I take up my stand in the rear.®* Behold, O 
driver, this vast host that is pursued by the Pandavas I Be- 
hold this cloud of dust that has arisen on all sides in conse- 
quence of the motion of the troops !®* Hear those diverse 
leonine roars that are so awful and loud ! Therefore, O driver, 
proceed slowly and take up thy position in the rear !*^ If I 
stay in battle and fight the Pandavas, my army, 0 driver, 
will rally and come back with vigor to battle !®* — Hearing these 
words of thy son that were just those of a hero and man of 
honor, the driver slowly urged those steeds in trappings of 
gold.*® One and twenty thousand foot-soldiers, deprived of ele- 
phants and steeds and car-warriors, and who were ready to 
lay down their lives, still stood for battle.®* Born in diverse 
countries and hailing from diverse towns, those warriors main- 
tained their ground, desirous of winning great fame.®® The clash 
of those rushing warriors filled with joy became loud and 
eweedingly terrible,®? Then Bhimasena, 0 king, and Dhrishta- 
10 
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dyumna the son of Prishata, resisted them with four kinds 
6f forces.^® Other foot-soldiers proceeded against Bhima, 
uttering loud shouts and slapping their armpits, all actuated 
by the desire of going to heaven.^* Those Dhartarashtra 
combatants, filled with rage and invincible in battle, having 
approached Bhimasena, uttered furious shouts. They then 
spoke not to one another. Encompassing Bhima in that 
battle, they began to strike him from all sides,** Surrounded 
iDy that large body of warriors on foot and struck by them in 
that battle, Bhima did not stir from where he stood fixed 
like the Maiiifika mountain.*® Ilis assailants, meanwhile, 
filled with rage, O monarch, endeavoured to afflict that mighty 
car-warrior of the Pandavas and checked other combatants 
(that tried to rescue him).*^ Encountered by those warriors, 
Bhima became filled with fury. Quickly alighting from his 
car, he proceeded on foot against them,** Taking up his 
massive mace adorned with gold, he began to slay thy troops 
like the Destroyer himself armed with his club.** The mighty 
lihlina, Avith his mace, crushed those one and tAventy thousand 
foot-soldiers Avho Avoro Avithout cars and steeds and elephants,*^ 
Having slain that strong division, Bhima, of prowess incapable 
of being baffled, showed himself Avith Dhrishtadyumna in his 
front.** The Dhartarashtra foot-soldiers, thus slain, lay doAvn 
on the ground, bathed in blood, like Karnikdras Avith their 
floAvery burfcliens laid low by a tempest.*® Adorned with gar- 
lands made of diverse kinds of flowers, and decked Avith diverse 
kinds of car-rings, those combatants of diverse races, avIio had 
hulled from diverse realms, lay down on the field, deprived of 
life.*® Covered with banners and standards, that large host of 
foot-soldiers, thus cut dowji, looked fierce and terrible and 
aAvful as they lay down on the ficld.*^ The mighty car-war- 
riors, with their followers, that fought under Yudhishthiras 
lead, all pursued thy illustrious son Diiryodhana.** Those 
great bowmen, beholding thy troops turn aAvay from the battle, 
proceeded against Duryodhana, but they could not transgress 
him even as the ocean cannot transgress its continents.** The 
prowess that wo then beheld of thy son Avas exceedingly 
wonderful, since all the Parthas, united together, cQuld net. 
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fcr'\nsgress his single self.**# Then Duryodhana, addressing his' 
ov;n army which had not fled far but which, mangled with' 
arrows, had set its heart on .flight, said these words — I da* 
not see the spot on plain or mountain, whither, if ye fly, thcr 
Piindavas will not pursue and slay ye ! What is the use then 
of flight ?®® The army of the Paiidavas hath been reduced in 
numbers. The two Krishnas are exceedingly mangled. If all 
of us make a stand, victory will be certainly ours 1*^ If ye 
flyaway, losing all order, the sinful Pandavas, pursuing yc, 
will slay ye all 1 If, on the other hand, we make a stand,, 
good will result to us 1®* Listen, all ye Ivshatriyas that arc 
assailed here ! When the Destroyer always slays heroes anil 
cowards, what man is there so stupid that, calling himself a- 
Kshatriya, will not fight?*® Good will result to us if wc stay 
in the front of the angry Bhimasena ! Death in battle, while 
struggling according to Kshatriya practices, is fraught witir 
happiness Winning victory, one obtains happiness here. If 
slain, one obtains great fruits in the other world ! Yc Kaiira- 
vas, there is no better path to heaven than that offered by 
battle! Slain in battle, yc may, without delay, obtain all 
those regions of blessedness — Hearing these words of his, 
and applauding them highly, the (Kuru) kings once more 
rushed against the Pandavas for battling with them.®’* Seeing 
them advancing with speed, the ITirthas, arrayed in order of 
battle, skilled in smiting, excited with rage, and inspired with 
desire of victory, rushed against them.®® The valiant Dhanan- 
jaya, stretching his bow Gandiva celebrated over the three 
worlds, proceeded on his car against the foe.®* The two sons 
of Madri, and Satyaki, rushed against Cakuni, and the other- 
(Pandava) heroes, smiling, rushed impetuously against thy 
forces; 


Section XX. 

'^Sanjaya said,- 'After the (Kuru) army had been rallied, 
Calwa, the ruler the Mlecchas, filled with rage, rushed 
against the large force of the Pandavas,' riding on a gigantic 
i^lcpbant, with secretions issuing from the usual limbs, looliing 
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like a hill, swelling with pride, resombling AivdVdta himself, 
and capable of crushing large bands of foes.* Calwa*s animal 
sprung from a high and noble breed It was always worshipped 
by Dhritarashtra*s son. It was properly equipped and properly 
trained for battle, 0 king, by persons well conversant with 
elephant-lore. Biding on that elephant, that foremost of kings 
looked like the morning Sun at the close of summer.* Mount- 
ing on that foremost of elephants, 0 monarch, he proceeded 
against the Pandavas and began to pierce them on all sides 
with keen and terrible shafts that resembled Indra’s thunder 
in forcc.^ While he shot his arrows in that battle and des- 
patched hostile warriors to Yania’s abode, neither the Kauravas 
nor the Pandavas could notice any laches in him, even as 
the DaityaSi O king, could not notice any in Vasava, the 
wielder of the thunder, in days of yore, while the latter was 
employed in crashing their divisions.* The Pandavas, the 
Somakas, and the Srinjayas, beheld that one elephant look 
like a thousand elephants careering around them even as the 
foes of the gods had in days of yore beheld the elephant 
of Indra in battle.* Agitated (by that animal), the hostile 
array looked on every side as if deprived of life. Unable to 
stand in battle, they then fled away in great fear, crushing 
one another as they ran.^ Then the vast host of the Pfindavas, 
broken by king Calwa, suddenly fled on all sides, unable to 
endure the impetuosity of that elephant.* Beholding the 
Pandava host broken and flying away in speed, all the 
foremost of warriors of thy army worshipped king Calwa 
and blevv their conchs white as the moon,* Hearing the 
shouts of the Kauravas uttered in joy and the blare of their 
conchs, the commander of the Pandava and the Srinjaya forces, 
viz., the Panchala prince (Dhrishtadyumna), could hot, from 
wrath, endure it.^® The illustrious Dhrishtadyumna then, with 
great speed, proceeded for vanquishing that elephant, even as 
the Asa,ra Jambha had proceeded against Airavata, the prince 
of elephants Jihat Indra rode, in course of his encounter with 
Indra.“ Beholding the ruler of the Pandavas impetuously 
r^inbing against him, Cfilwa, that lion among kings, quickly 
urged his ? 5 lephaut, 0 king, for the destruction of Drupada’s 
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son.** The latter, seeing the animal approaching with precipi- 
tancy, pierced it with three foremost of shafts, polished by the 
hands of the smith, keen, J^lazing, endued with fierce energy, 
and resembling fire itself in splendour and force.** Then that 
illustrious hero struck the animal at the frontal globes with five 
other whetted and foremost of shafts. Pierced therewith, that 
prince of elephants, turning away from the battle, ran with great 
speed,** Cahva, however, suddenly checking that foremost of 
elephants which had been exceedingly mangled and forced to 
retreat, caused it to turn back, and with hooks and keen lances 
urged it forward against the car of the Panchala king, pointing 
it out to the infuriate animal.** Beholding the animal rush- 
ing impetuously at him, the heroic Dhrishtadyiimna, taking up 
a mace, quickly jumped down on the Earth from his car, his 
limbs sttipified with fear.** That gigantic elephant, meanwhile, 
suddenly crushing that gold-decked car with its steeds and 
driver, raised it up in the air with his trunk and then dashed it 
down on the Earth.*^ Beholding the driver of the Panchala 
king thus crushed by that foremost of elephants, Bhima and 
Cikhandin and the grandson of Cini rushed with great speed 
against that animal.*® With their shafts they speedily checked 
the impetuosity of the advancing beast. Thus received by 
those car warriors and checked by them in battle, the elephant 
began to waver.*® Meanwhile king Calwa began to shoot his 
shafts like the Sun shedding his rays on ill sides. Struck with 
those shafts, the (Pandava) car-warriors began to fly away.*® 
Beholding that feat of Calwa, the Panchalas, the Srinjayas, 
and the Matsyas, O king, uttered loud cries of oh and alas in 
that battle. All those foremost of men, however, encompassed 
the animal on all sides.** The brave Panchala king then, tak- 
ing up his rnaoo which resembled the lofty crest of a mountain, 
appeared there. Fearlessly, 0 king, that hero, that smiter of 
foes, rushed with speed against the elephant.** Endued with 
great activity, the prince of the Panchalas, approaching, 
began to strike with bis mace that animal which was huge as 
a hill and which sked its secretions like a mighty mass of pour- 
ing clouds,** Its frontal globes suddenly split open, it utter- 
ing a loud cry ; and vomiting a profuse quantity of bipod, tho 
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aniinal, huge as a hill, suddenly fell down, even as a mountain 
falling down during an earthquake.** While that prince of 
elephants was falling down, and while the troops of thy son 
Avcre uttering wails of woo at the sight, that foremost of war- 
riors among the Cinis cut off the head of king Galwa with a 
sharp and broad-headed arrow.** His head having been cut off 
by the Satwata hero, Calwa fell down on the Earth along with 
his prince of elephants, even like a mountain summit suddenly 
riven by the thunder-bolt hurled by the chief of the celes- 
tials.’ 


Section XXL 

'‘Sanjaya said, — ‘After the heroic Calwa, that ornament of 
assemblies, had been slain, thy army speedily broke like a 
mighty tree broken by the force of the tempest.* Beholding 
the army broken, the mighty car-warrior Kritavarman, poss- 
essed by heroism and great strength, resisted the hostile force 
in that battle.* Seeing the Satwata hero, 0 king, standing 
in battle like a hill though pierced with arrows (by the foe), 
the Kuril heroes, who had fled away, rallied and came back.* 
Then, 0 monarch, a battle took place between the Pandavas 
and the returned Kurus who made death itself their goal.* 
Wonderful was that fierce encounter which occurred between the 
Satwata hero and his foes, since alone he resisted the invin- 
cible array of the Pandavas.* When friends were seen to 
accomplish the most difficult feats, friends, filled with delight, 
uttered leonine shouts that seemed to reach the very heavens.* 
At those sounds the Panchalas, 0 bull of Bharata’s race, 
became inspired with fear. Then Satyaki, the grandson of 
Cini, approached that spot.* Approaching king Kshomakirti 
of great strength, Siityaki despatched him to Yama’s abode, 
with seven keen shafts.* Then the son of Hridika, of great 
intelligence, rushed with speed against that bull of Cini’a 
race, that mighty-armed warrior, as the latter came, shooting 
I’.is whetted shafts.* Those two bowmen, those two foremost 
of oar-warriors, roared like lions and encountered each other 
with great, foyce, both being armed with foremost of weapons.’® 
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The Paiidavas, the Panchalas, and the other warriors, became 
spectators of that terrible oncouiiter between the two heroes.** 
Those two heroes of the Vrishni-Andhaka race, like two ele- 
phants filled with delight, struck each other with long arrows 
and shafts equipt with calf-toothed heads.** Careering in 
diverse kinds of tracks, the son of Hridika and that bull of 
Ciuisrace soon afflicted each other with showers of arrows.** 
The shafts sped with great force from the bows of the two 
Vrishni lions were seen by us in the welkin to resemble flights 
of swiftly coursing insects.*^ Then the son of Hridika, ap- 
proaching Siityaki of true prowess, pierced the four steeds of 
the latter with four keen shafts.** The long-armed Satyaki, 
enraged at this like an elepliant struck with a lance, pierced 
Kritavarman with eight foremost of arrows.** Then Kritavar- 
man pierced Satyaki with three arrows whetted on stone and 
sped from his bow drawn to its fullest stretch and then cut off 
his bow with another arrow.* ^ Laying aside his broken bow, 
that bull of Cini’s race quickly took up another with arrow 
fixed on it.*® Having taken up that foremost of bows and 
stringed it, that foremost of all bowmen, that Atiratha of 
mighty energy and great intelligence and great strength, unable 
t') eiiduro the cutting of his bow by Kritavarman, and filled 
with fury, quickly rushed against the latter.*^*® With ten 
keen shafts that bull of Cinis race then struck the driver, the 
steeds, and the standard of Kritavarmau,** At this, 0 king, 
the great bowman and mighty car-warrior Kritavarman, be- 
holding his gold-decked car made drivcrless and steedless,*® 
became filled with rage. Uplifting a pointed lance, 0 sire, 
he hurled it with all the force of his arm at that bull of 
Cini’s race, desirous of slaying him.** Satyaki, however, of 
the Satvvata race, striking that lance with many keen arrows, 
cut it off into fragments and caused it to fall down, stupifying 
Kritavarman of Madhu s race (with his activity and prowess). 
With another broad-headed arrow he then struck Kritavarman 
in the chest,*^ Made steedless and driverlcss in that battle 
by Yuyudhana skilled in weapons, Kritavarman came down on 
the Earth,** The heroic Kritavarman having been deprived 
of his car by Satyaki in that single-comtot, all the (Kaurava), 
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troops became filled with a great fear.** A great sorrow afflict- 
ed the heart of thy sons, when Kritavarman was thus made 
steedless and driverless and earless ** Beholding that chastiser 
of foes made stoedless and driverless, Kripa, 0 king, rushed 
at that bull of Cini’s race, desirous of despatching him to 
Yamas abode.** Taking Kritavarman upon his car in the 
very sight of all the bowmen, the mighty-armed Kripa bore 
him away from the press of battle.** After Kritavarman had 
been made earless and the grandson of Cini had become power- 
ful on the field, the whole army of Duryodhana once more 
turned away from the fight.*® The enemy, however, did not 
see it, for the (Kuru) army was then shrouded with a dusty 
cloud. All thy warriors fled, O monarch, except king Duryo* 
dhana.*‘ The latter, beholding ' from a near point that his own 
array was rotited, quickly rushing, assailed the victorious 
enemy, alone resisting them all.** Fearlessly that invincible 
warrior, filled with rage, assailed with keen arrows all the 
Pandus, and Dhrishtadyumna the son of Prishata, and Cikhan- 
din, and the sons of Draupadi, and the large bands of the 
Panchalas, and the Kaikeyas, O sire, and the Somakas !**"** 
With firm determination thy mighty son stood in battle, even as 
a blazing and mighty fire on the sacrificial platform, sanctified 
with mantras. Even thus, king Duryodhana careered all over 
the field, in that battle.** His foes could not approach him 
then, like living creatures unable to approach the Destroyer. 
Then the son of Hridika came there, riding on another car.” '** 


Section XXII. 

‘^Sanjaya said, — ‘That foremost of car-warriors, 0 monarch, 
viz., thy son, riding on his car and filled with the courage of 
despair, looked resplendent in that battle like Rudra himself 
of great valour.* With the thousands of shafts shot by him, 
the Earth became completely covered. Indeed, he drenched 
his enemies with showers of arrows like the clouds pouring rain 
on mountain breasts.* There was then not a man amongst the 
PandavAS in that great battle, or a steed, or an elephant, or a 
car, who or which was not struck with Duryodhana’s arrows,^ 
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Upon whomsoever amongst the warriors I then cast my eyes, 
O monarch, I beheld that every one, 0 Bharata, was struck by 
thy son with his arrows,'^ ^ The Pandava army was then cover- 
ed with the shafts of that illustrious warrior even as a host is 
covered with the dust it raises while marching or rushing to 
battle.® The Earth then, 0 lord of Earth, was seen by mo to 
be made one entire expanse of arrows by thy son Dnryodhana, 
that bowman possessed of great lightness of hands.® Amongst 
those thousaruh upon thousands of warriors on the field, 
belonging to thy side or that of the enemy, it seemed to mo 
that Dnryodhana was then the only man.’ The prowess that 
we then beheld of thy son seemed to bo exceedingly wonderful, 
since the Parthas, even uniting together, conld not approach 
his single self.® Ho pierced Yudhishthira, 0 bull of Bhara- 
tas race, with a hundred arrows, and Bhimasena with seventy, 
and Sahadeva with seven.® And he pierced Nakula with four 
and sixty, and Dlirishtadyumna with five, and the sons of 
Dranpadi with seven, and Satyaki with three arrows. With a 
broad- headed arrow, he then, O sire, cut off the bow of Saha- 
deva,*® Laying aside that broken bow, the valiant son of 
Madri, took up another formidable bow, and rushing against 
the king, viz., Dnryodhana ; pierced him with ten shafts in 
that battle.'* The great bowman Nakula, possessed of courage, 
then pierced the king with nine terrible arrows and uttered a 
loud roaiv** Satyaki struck the king with a single straight 
shaft ; the sons of Dranpadi struck him with three and seventy, 
and king Yudhishthira struck him with five. And Bhimasena 
afflicted the king with eighty shafts.'^ Though pierced thus 
from every side with numerous arrows by these illustrious 
warriors, Dnryodhana still, 0 monarch, did not waver, in the 
presence of all the troops who stood there as spectators.*^ The 
quickness, the skill, and the prowess of that illustrious warrior 
were seen by all the men there to exceed those of every crea- 
ture.'® Meanwhile the Dhartarashtras, 0 monarch, who had 
not fled far from that spot, beholding the king, rallied and 
returned there, clad in mail.'® The noise made by them when 
they came back, became exceedingly awful, like the roar of the 
surging ocean in the season of rains.'’ Approaching their uh- 
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vanquished king in that battle, those ^reat bowmen proceeded 
against the Pandavas for fight.^* The son of Drona resisted in 
that battle the angry Bhimasena.^® With the arrows, O mon- 
arch, that wore shot in that battle, all the points of the 
compass bocamo completely shrouded, so that the brave com- 
batants could not distinguish the cardinal from the subsidiary 
points of the compass.*^ As regards A(;watbhaman and Bhima 
sena, O Bharata, both of them were achievers of cruel feats. 
Both of them were irresistible in battle. The anns of both 
contained many cicatrices in consequence of both having re- 
peatedly drawn the bowstring. Counteracting each other’s feats, 
they continued to fight with each other, frightening the whole 
universc.“‘ The heroic Cakuni assailed Yudhishtliira in that 
battle. The mighty son of Siivala, having slain the four 
steeds of the king, uttered a loud roar, causing all the troops 
to tremble with fear.'^* Meanwhile the valiant Sahadeva bore 
away the heroic and vanquished king on his car from that 
babble.*^ Then king Yudhishbhira the just, riding upon an- 
other car, (camo back to battle), and having pierced Cakuni 
at first with nine arrows, once more pierced him with five. 
And that foremost of all bowmen then uttered a loud roar.®* 
That battle, 0 sire, awful as it was, became wonderful to 
behold. It filled the spectators with delight and was ap- 
plauded by the Siddhas and the Gharanas,^^ Uluka of im- 
measurable soul rushed against the mighty bowman Nakula, 
in that battle, shooting showers of arrows from overy side.*^ 
The heroitf Nakula, however, in that battle, resisted the son 
of Cakuni with a thick shower of arrows from every side.®^ 
Both those heroes were well-born and both were mighty 
car-warriors. They were seen to fight with each other, each 
highly enraged with the other.*® Similarly Kritavarman, O 
king, fighting with the grandson of Cini, that scorcher of foes, 
looked resplendent, ^like Cakra battling with the Asiira Vala,®* 
Duryodhana, having cut off Dhrishtadyumna’s bow In that 
battle, pierced his bowless antagonist with keen shafts.*® 
Dhrishtadyubina then, in that encounter, having taken up a 
formidable bow, fought with the king in the sight of all the 
bowmen,®^ The battle between those two heroes became cx^ 
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cecdingly fierce, 0 bull^of Bharafea’s race, like the encounter 
between two wild and infuriate elephants with juicy sccr^itions 
trickling adown their limbs.®* The heroic Gautama, excited' 
with rage in that battle, pierced the mighty sons of Draupadi 
with many straight shafts.®* The battle that took place be- 
tween him and those five resembled that which takes place 
between an embodied being and his (five) senses. It was 
awful and exceedingly fierce and neither side showed any con- 
sideration for the other.®* The (five) sons of Draupadi afflicted 
Kripa like the (five) senses afflicting a foolish man. He, on the 
other hand, fighting with them, controlled them with vigor.®* 
Even such and so wonderful, 0 Bharata, was that battle 
between him and them. It resembled the repeated combats, 
O lord, botwGcn embodied creatures and their senses.®® Men 
fought with men, elephants with elephants, steeds, with steeds, 
and car-warriors with car- warriors. Once more, O monarch, 
that battle became general and awful. Here an encounter 
was beautiful, there another was awful, and there another was 
oxcccdingly fierce, 0 lord I Many and awful, 0 monarch, were 
the encounters that took place in course of that battle.®* Thoso 
chastisers of foes, (belonging to both armies), encountering one 
another, pierced and slew one another in that dreadful engage- 
ment.®* A dense cloud of dust was then seen there, raised by 
the vehicles and tlic animals of the v^arriors. Thick also, O 
king, was the dust raised by the running steeds, a dust that 
was carried from one place to another by the wind.*^ Raised 
by the wheels of cars and the breaths of the elephants, the 
dust, thick as an evening cloud, rose into the welkin.*^ That 
dust having l>een raised and the Sun himself havingr been dim- 
med therewith, the Earth became shrouded, and the heroic 
and mighty car-warriors could not be seen.** Anon that dust 
disappeared and everything became clear when the Earth, 
O best of the Bharatas, became drenched with the blood of 
heroes.** Indeed, that dense and awful cloud of dust was 
allayed. Then, 0 Bharata, I could once more sec the diverse 
single combats, 0 Bharata,** that the combatants fought at 
noon of day, each according to his strength and his rank, all of 
which were exceedingly fierce. The blazing splendour of those 
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fcafcs, 0 monarch, appeared full in vior/.^* Loud became the 
noise of falling shafts in that battle, resembling that made by 
a vast forest of bamboos while burning on every side/ 


Section XXIII. 

“Sanjaya said, — ‘During the progress of that terrible and 
awful battle, the army of thy sou was broken by the Panda- 
vas.‘ Rallying thoir great car-warriors, however, with vigor- 
ous efforts, thy sons continued to figlit with the Pandava army.* 
The (Ivnrn) warriors, desirous of thy son s welfare, suddenly 
returned. Upon their return, the battle once more became 
exceedingly fierce,^ between thy warriors and those of the foe, 
resembling that between the gods and the Astiras in days of 
old. Neither amongst the enemies nor amongst thine was there 
a single combatant that turned away from that battle.'^ The 
warriors fought, aided by guess and by the names they uttered, 
Great was the destruction that occurred as they thus fought 
with one another,* Then king Yudhishtliira, filled with great 
wrath, and becoming desirous of vanquishing the Dhartarash- 
tras and their king in that battle,^ pierced the son of Caradwat 
with throe arrows winged with gold and whetted on stone, 
and next slew with four others the four steeds of Kritavar- 
man.’ Then Acwatthriman bore away tlie celebrated son of 
Ilridika. Caradwat’s son pierced Yudhishtliira in return with 
eight arrows.® Then king Duryodhana despatched seven hun- 
dred cars to the spot wlicro king Yudhishtliira was battling.® 
Those cars ridden by excellent warriors and endued with the 
speed of the wind or thought, rushed in that battle against 
the car of Kunti's son.*® Encompassing Yudhishtliira on 
every side, they made him invisible with their shafts like 
clouds hiding the Sun from the view.** Then the Pandava 
heroes headed by Gikhandin, beholding king Yndhishthira the 
just assailed in that way by the Kauravas, became filled with 
rage and unable to put up with it.*® Desirous of rescuing 
Yndhishthira the son of Kunti, they came to that spot upon 
thoir cars possessed of great speed and adorned with rows of 
bells/* Thou commenced an awful battle, in which blood 
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flowed as water, between tBe Pandavas and the Kurus, that 
increased the population of Yama s domains.*^ Slaying those 
{icven hundred hostile car-^varriors of the Kuru army, the 
Pcindavas and the Panchalas once more resisted (the whole 
Kuru army)/* There a fierce battle was fought between thy 
son and the Piiridavas. We had never before seen or heard of 
its like/® During the progress of tliat battle in which no 
consideration was showed by any body for any body, and while 
the warriors of thy army and those of the foe were falling 
fast/'^ and the combatants were all shouting and blowing their 
conchs, and the bowmen were roaring and uttering loud noises 
of diverse kinds/* while, indeed, the battle was raging fiercely 
and the very vitals of the combatants were being struck, and 
the troops, O sire, desirous of victory, were rushing with 
speed, while, verily, everything on Earth seemed to be under- 
going a woeful destruction, during that time when innumer- 
able ladies of birth and beauty were being made widows, 
during, indeed, the progress of that fierce engagement in which 
the warriors behaved without any consideration for friends and 
foes, awful portents appeared, presaging the destruction of every- 
thing/^ The Earth, with her mountains and forests, trembled, 
making a loud noise. Meteors like blazing brands equipt with 
handles dropped from the sky, 0 king, on every side on the 
Earth as if from the solar disc/* A hurricane arose, blowing on 
all sides, and bearing away hard pebles al mg its lower course. 
The elephants shed copious tears and trembled exceedingly/* 
Disregarding all these fierce and awful portents, the Kshatriyas, 
taking counsel with one another, cheerfully stood on the field 
for battle again, on the beautiful and sacred field called after 
Kuru, desirous of obtaining heaven/^ Then Cakuni, the son of 
the Gandhara king, said, — Fight all of ye in front ! I, how- 
ever, will slay tlie Pandavas from behind '/* — Then the Madraka 
warriors, endued witli great activity, amongst those on our 
side that were ad^^ancing, became filled with joy and uttered 
diverse sounds of delight. Others too did the same/* The 
invincible Pandavas, however, possessed of surencss of aim, 
once more comii.g against us, shook their bows and covered us 
with showers of arrows/’ The forces of the Madrakas then wero 
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slain by the foe. Beholding this, ‘cho troops of Duryodhana 
once more turned away from the battle.®* The mighty king of 
the Gandbaras, however, once rao^-e said these words : — Stop, 
ye sinful ones ! Fight (with the foe) ! What use is there of 
flight?*® — At that time, 0 bull of Bharata's race, the king of 
the Gandharas had full ten thousand horsemen capable of 
fighting with bright lances.*® During the progress of that 
great carnage, Cakuni, aided by that force, put forth his valor 
and assailed the Pandava army at the rear, slaughtering it 
with his keen shafts.*^ Th^ vast force of the Pandus then, O 
monarch, broke even as a mass of clouds is dispersed on all sides 
by a mighty wind.** Then Yudhishthira, beholding from a 
near point his own army routed, coolly urged the mighty 
Sahadeva, saying,®* — Yonder the son of Suvala, afflicting our 
rear, stayeth, clad in mail ! He slaughtereth our forces ! Be- 
hold that wicked wight, O son of Pandu !** Aided by the sons 
of Draupadi, proceed towards him and slay Cakuni the son 
of Suvala ! Supported by the Panchalas, 0 sinless one, I 
will meanwhile destroy the car-force of the enemy !*• Let all 
the elephants and all the horse and three thousand foot, pro- 
ceed with thoe ! Supported by these, slay Cakuni 1®* — At this, 
seven hundred elephants ridden by combatants armed with the 
bow, and five thousand horse, and the valiant Sahadeva,*® and 
three thousand foot-soldiers, and the sons of Draupadi, all 
rushed against Cakuni difficult of defeat in battle.** Suvala’s 
son, however, of great* valour, 0 king, prevailing over the 
Pandavas and longing for victory, began to slay their forces 
from the rear.*® The horsemen, infuriate with rage, belonging 
to the Pandavas endued with great activity, penetrated the 
division of Suvala’s son, prevailing over the latter*s car- war- 
riors,^® Those heroic horsemen, staying in the midst of their 
own elephants, covered the large host of Suvala’s son with 
showers of shafts.*' In consequence of thy evil counsels, O 
king, dreadful was the battle that then ensued in which maces 
and lances^ were used and in which heroes only took part.** 
The twang of bowstrings was no longer heard there, for all the 
car- warriors stood as spectators of that fight. At that time no 
diffcreiice could be seen between the contending parties.*® Bs)th 
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the Kurus and the Pandavas, 0 bull of Bharata’s race, beheld 
the darts hurled from heroic arms course like meteors through 
the welkin.^^ The entire welkin, 0 monarch, shrouded with 
falling swords of great brighthess, seemed to become exceedingly 
beautiful.*® The aspect presented, 0 chief of the Bharatas, by 
the lances hurled all around, became like that of swarms of 
locusts in the welkin.** Steeds, with limbs bathed in blood 
in conserjucnce of wounds inflicted by horsemen themselves 
wounded with arrows, dropped down on all sides in hundreds 
and thousands.*^ Ecountering one another and huddled 
together, many of them were seen to be mangled and many 
to vomit blood from their mouths. A thick darkness came 
there when the troops were covered wifch a dusty cloud.*® When 
that darkness shrouded everything, 0 king, we beheld those 
bravo combatants, steeds and men, — move away from that 
spot.** Others were seen to fall down on the Earth, vomiting 
blood in profusion. Many combatants, entangled with ono 
another by their locks, could not stir.*® Many, endued with 
great strength, dragged one another from the backs of their 
horses, and encountering one another thus, slew one another 
like combatan^s in a wrestling match.** Many deprived of 
life, were borne away on the backs of the steeds they rode.** 
Many men. proud of their valor and inspired Avith desire of 
victory, wore seen to fall d<Avn on the Earth.** The Earth 
became strewn over with hundreds and thousands of combatants 
bathed in blood, deprived of limbs, and divested of hair.*® 
lu consequence of the surface of the Earth being covered with 
elephant-riders and horsemen and slain steeds and combatants 
with blood-stained armour and others armed with Aveapons and 
others Avho had sought to slay one another Avith diverse kinds of 
terrible Aveapons, all lying closely huddled together in that 
battle fraught Avith fearful carnage, no Avarrior could proceed far 
on his horse.**"** Having fought for a little while, Cakuni 
the son of Suvala, 0 monarch, Avent aAvay from that spot with 
the remnant oi bis cavalry numbering six thousand.** Simi- 
larly the Pandava force, covered Avith blood, and its ani- 
inals fatigued, lAoved away from that, spot with its remnant 
consisting of six thousand horse, The blood-stained horsemen 
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of tho Pandava army then, with hearts intent on battle and 
prepared to lay down their lives, said,** — It is no longer pos- 
sible to fight here on cars ; how much more difficult then to 
fight here on elephants ! Let cars proceed against cars, and 
elephants against elephants .Having retreated, Cakuni is 
now staying within his own division. The royal son of Suvala 
will not again come to battle — Then the sons of -Draupadi 
and those infuriate elephants proceeded to the place where the 
Panchala prince Dhrishtadyumna, that great car-warrior, was.“ 
Sahadeva also, when that dusty cloud arose, proceeded alone to 
where king Yudhishthira was.** After all those had gone away, 
Cakuni the son of Suvala, excited with wrath, once more fell 
upon Dhrishtadyumnas division and began to strike it.** 
Once more a dreadful battle took place, in which the combat- 
ants were all regardless of their lives, between thy soldiers and 
those of the foe, all of whom were desirous of slaying one 
another.** In that encounter of heroes, the combatants first 
eyed one another steadfastly, and then rushed, 0 king, and 
fell upon one anot^ier in hundreds and thousands.** In that 
destructive carnage, heads, severed with swords, fell down 
with a noise like that of falling palmyra fruits.*® Loud also be- 
came tho noise, making tho very hair to stand on end, of bodies 
falling down on the ground, divested of armour and mangled 
with weapons and of falling weapons also, 0 king, and of 
arms and thighs severed from the trunk.*^ Striking brothers 
and sons and even sires with keen weapons, the combatants 
were seen to fight like birds, for pieces of meat** Excited 
with rageL, thousands of warriors, falling upon one another, 
impatiently struck one another in that battle.*® Hundreds and 
thousands of combatants, killed by the weight of slain horse- 
men while falling down from their steeds, fell down on the 
field.^° Loud became the noise of neighing, steeds of great 
fleetnoss, and of shouting men clad in mail, and of the falling 
darts and swords, 0 king, of combatants desirous of piercing 
tho vitals of one another in consequence, 0 monarch, of thy 
evil policy.*^*"^* At that time, thy soldiers, overcome with toil, 
spent with rage, their animals fatigued, themselves parched 
with thirst, mangled with keen weapons, began to turn away 
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from the battle,"^* Maddened with the scent of blood, many 

became so insensate that they slew friends and foes alike, in 

fact, every one they got at.^* Large numbers of Kshatriyas, 

O king, inspired with desire of victory, were struck down with 

arrows, 0 king, and fell prostrate on the Earth.’* Wolves and 

vultures and jackalls began to howl and scream in glee and 

make a loud noise. In , the very sight of thy son, thy army 

suffered a great loss.’* The Earth, 0 monarch, became strewn 

with the bodies of men and steeds, and covered with streams 
• 

of blood that inspired the timid with terror.” Struck and 
mangled repeatedly with swords and battle-axes and lances, thy 
warriors, as also the Pandavas, 0 Bharata, ceased to approach 
one another,’* Striking one another according to the measure 
of their strength, and fighting to the last drop of their blood, 
the combatants fell down, vomiting blood from their wounds.’* 
Headless f)rms were soon, .seizing the hair of their heads (with 
one hand) and with uplifted swords dyed with blood (in the 
other).*^ When many headless forms, 0 king, had thus risen 
up, when the scent of blood had made the combatants nearly 
senseless, *‘ and when the loud noise had somewhat subsided, 
Suvala’s son (once more) approached the large host of the Pan* 
davas, with the small remnant of his horse.** At this, the 
Pandavas, inspired with desire of victory and endued with 
great activity, rushed towards Cakuni, with foot- soldiers and 
elephants and cavalry, all with uplifted weapons.** Desirous of 
reachinor the end of the hostilities, the Pandavas, forming a 
wall, encompassed Cakuni on all sides, and began to strike him 
with diverse kinds of weapons,** Beholding those troops of 
thine assailed from every side, the Kauravas, with horse, foot, 
elephants, and cars, rushed towards the Pandavas,** Some 
foot-soldiers of great courage, destitute of weapons, attacked 
their foes in that battle, with feet and fists, and brought them 
down,** Gar-v/arriors fell down from cars, and elephant-meii 
from elephant^., like meritorious persons falling down from their 
celestial vehicles upon the exhaustion of their merits,” Thus 
the combatant i, engaged with one another in that great battle, 
slew sires and brothers and friends and sons.** Thus occurred 
that battle, O boot of the Bharatas, iu which no consideration 
12 
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shown by anybody for anyone, and in which lances and 
swords and arrows fell fast on every side and made the scene 
exceedingly terrible to behold' 


Section XXIV. 

"‘Sanjaya said, — *Whcn the loud noise of battle had some-* 
what subsided and the Pandavas had slain largo numbers of 
their foes, Suvala s son (once more) came for fight, with the 
remnant of his horse numbering seven hundred* Quickly 
approaching hia own soldiers and »irging them to battle, he 
repeatedly said, — Ye chastisers of foes, fight cheerfully !* — 
And he asked the Kshatriyas present there, saying, — Where 
is the king, that great car- warrior? — Hearing these words of 
Cakuni, O bull of Bharata's race, they answered, saying,— 
Yonder stayeth that great car-warrior, viz., the Kuru king,*— 
there where that large umbrella, of splendour equal to that of 
the full moon, is visible, — there where those car- warriors, clad 
in mail, are staying,*— there where that loud noise, deep as the 
roar of clouds, is being beard ! Proqeed quickly thither, O 
king, and fchoii wift then see the Kuril monarch !•— Thus ad- 
dressed by those bravo warriors, Siivala's son Cakuni, 0 king, 
proceeded to that spot where thy son was staying, surrounded 
on all sides by unretreating heroes,* Beholding Duryodhana 
stationed in the midst of that car-forcc, Cakuni, gladdening 
all those oar-warriors of thine, ^ O king, cheerfully, said these 
words unto Duryodhana. Indeed, he said the following words 
ill a manner which showed that he regarded all his purposes to 
have been already achieved.® — Slay, O king, the car-divisions 
(of the Pandavas) ! All their horse have been vanquished by 
me 1 Yudhishthira is incapable of being conquered in battle 
unless one is prepared to lay down his life 1® When that car- 
force, protected by the son of Pandu, will have been destroyed, 
wo shall then slay all those elephants and foot-soldiers and 
others — Hearing these words of his, thy warriors, inspired 
with desire of victory, cheerfully rushed towards the Pandava 
army,^* With quivers on^their backs and bows in their hands, 
aU of thoiu shook their bows and uttered leonine roars.** Once 
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more, 0 king, the fierce #wang of bows and the slapping of 
palms and the whiz of arrows shot with force was heard.'* 
Beholding those Kuru aorabatants approach the Pandava 
army with uplifted bows, Kimti’s son Dhananjaya said unto 
the son of Devaki these words — Urge the steeds fearlessly 
pnd penetrate this sea of troops ! With my keen shafts I shall 
today reach the end of these hostilities Today is the 
eighteenth day, 0 Janarddana, of this great battle that is 
raging between the two sides !** The army of those high- 
souled heroes, which was literally numberless, hath been nearly 
destroyed ! Behold the course of Destiny The army of 
Dhritarashtra s son, 0 Madhava, which was vast as the ocean, 
hath, 0 Achyuta, become, after encountering ourselves, even 
like the indont caused by a cow s hoof !** If peace had been 
made after Bhishma's fall, 0 Madhava, everything would havo 
been well 1 The foolish Duryodhana of weak understanding, 
however, did not make peace 1*^ The words that were uttered 
by.Bhishma, 0 Madhava, were beneficial and worthy of adop- 
tion. Suyodhana, however, who had lost his understanding, did 
not act according to them.^® After Bhishma had been struck 
and thrown down on the Earth, I do not know the reason why 
the battle proceeded I regard the Dhartarashtras to bo 
foolish and of weak understanding in every way, since they 
eon tinned the battle even after the faU of Cantanu s son !** 
After that when Drona, that foremost of all utterers of Brahma^ 
fell, as also the son of Radha, and Vikarna, the carnage did 
not still cease 1** Alas, when a small remnant only of the 
{Kaurava) army remained after the fall of that tiger among 
men, viz., Kama, with his sons, the carnage did not still 
cease I** After the fall of even the heroic Crutiiyush, of also 
Jalasandha of Puru's race, and of king Crutayiidha, the 
carnage did not still cease 1®* After the fall of Bhuricravas, of 
Calya, of Calv a, 0 Janarddana, and of the Avanti heroes, 
the carnage did not still cease After the fall of Jayadratha, 

. of the RdMutsa Alayudha, of Valhika, and of Somadatta, 
the carnage did not still cease AJ’ter the fall of the heroic 
JBhagadatta, of the Kamvoja chief Sadakshina, and of Dus^a- 
saua, the carnage did not stil 1 sease Beholding cv^n d^lrsa 
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heroic and mighty kings, each owning extensive territories, 
slain in battle, the carnage, 0 Krishna did not still cease !*• 
Beholding even a full Akskatihini of troops slain by Bhimasena 
in battle, the carnage did not still cease, in consequence of 
either the folly or the covetousness of the Dhartarashtras !*• 
"What king born in a noble race, a race especially like that of 
Kuril, save of course the foolish Duryodhana, would thus 
fruitlessly wage such fierce hostilities Who is there, 
possessed of reason and wisdom and capable of discriminating 
good from evil, that would thijs wage war, knowing bis 
foes to be superior to him in merit, strength, and courage ?** 
How could he listen to the counsels of another, when, indeed, 
he could not make up his mind to make peace with the Panda- 
vas in obedience to the words uttered by thee ?** What medi- 
cine can be acceptable to that person today who disregarded 
Bhishma the son of Ciintanu, and Drona, and Vidura, while 
they urgc<l him to make peace How can he accept good 
counsels who, from folly, 0 Janarddana, insolently disregarded 
his own aged sire as also his own well-meaning mother while 
speaking beneficial words unto him It is evident, 0 Janard- 
dana, that Duryodhana took his birth for exterminating his 
race ! His conduct and his policy, it is seen, point to that 
line, O lord! Ho will not give us our kingdom yet ! This is 
my opinion, 0 Achyuta The high-souled Vidura, 0 sire, . 
told me many a time that as long as life remained in Dhrita- 
rashtra’s son, ho would never give ns our share of the kingdom !” 
Vidura further told me, — As long also as Dhritarashtra will 
live, 0 giver of honors, even that sinful wight will act sinfully 
towards you I” Ye will never succeed in vanquishing Diiryo- 
dhana without battle ! — Even thus, 0 Madhava, did Vidura of 
true foresight often speak to me !®*^ All the acts of that 
wicked-souled wight, I now find, to bo exactly as the high- 
souled Vidura had said 1*® That person of wicked understand- 
ing who, having listened to the beneficial and proper words of 
Jamadagni's«on, disregarded them, should certainly be held as 
standing in the face of destruction.®* Many persons crowned 
with ascetic success said as soon as Duryodhana was born, that 
the eutke Kshatriya order would be exterminated in conse^ 
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qucncc of that wretch/** Those words of the sages, 0 Janard- 
daiia, are now being realised, since the Kshatriyas are under- 
going almost entire exteiyuination in consequence of Duryo- 
dhana’s acts ! I shall, 0 Madhava, slay all the warriors today 
After all the Kshatriyas will have been slain and the (Kaurava) 
jcamp made empty, Duryodhana will then desire battle with 
us for his own destruction/^ That will end these hostilities ! 
Exercising rny reason, 0 Madliava, and reflecting in my own 
mind, 0 thou of Vrishni s race, thinking of Vidnras words, and 
taking into account the acts of the wicked-souled Duryodhana 
himself, I have come to this conclusion ! Penetrate the Bharata 
army, 0 hero, for I shall slay the wicked-souled Duryodhana 
and his army today with my keen shafts Slaying this 
Aveak army in the very sight of Dhritarashtra's son, I shall 
today do what is for Yiidhishthira s good — * 

'^Sanjaya continued, — ‘Thus addressed by Savyasachin, ho 
of Da(jarhas race, reins in hand, fearlessly penetrated that 
vast hostile force for battle/* That was a terrible forest of 
bows (which the two heroes entered). Darts constituted its 
prickles. Maces and spiked bludgeons were its paths. Oars 
and elephants were its mighty trees/* Calvalry and infantry 
were its creepers. And the illustrious Ke(;ava, as he entered 
that forest on that car decked with many banners and penons, 
looked exceedingly resplendent.*® Those white steeds, O 
king, bearing Arjuna in battle, Avere .seen careering everyAvhere, 
urged by him of Da<;arha s race !*^ Then that scorcher of 
foes, viz., Savyasachin, proceeded on his car, shooting hundreds 
of keen shafts like a cloud pouring showers of rain. Loud was 
the noise produced by those straight arroAvs** as also by those 
combatants that Avere covered with them in that battle by Savy- 
asachin. Showers of shafts, piercing through the armour of 
the combatants, fell down on the Earth/* Impelled from Odn* 
ciiua, arrows, whose touch iosembled that of Indra’s thunder, 
striking men and elephants and horses, 0 king, fell in that 
battle with a noise like that of winged insects.** Everything 
was shrouded Avith those shafts shqt from Gdndivdi In that 
battle, the points of the compass, cardinal and subsidiary, 
could not be distinguished/* The whole world seemed to be 
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filled with gold- winged shafts^ steeped^ in oil, polished by the 
hands of the smith, and marked with Partha’s name,** Struck 
with those keen shafts, and burnt thprewith by Partha even as 
a herd of elephants is burnt with burning brands, the Kaura- 
vas became languid and lost their strength,*^* Armed with 
bow and arrows, Partha, resembling the blazing Sun, burnt 
the hostile combatants in that battle like a blazing fire con* 
suming a heap of dry grass ” As a roaring fire of blazing 
flames and great energy, (arising from embers) cast away on 
the confines of a forest by its denizens, fast consumes those 
woods abounding with trees and heaps of dry creepers,*® even 
so that hero possessed of great activity and fierce energy and 
endued with prowess of weapons, and having shafts for his 
flames, quickly burnt all the troops of thy son from wrath.*® 
His gold-winged arrows, endued with fatal force and shot with 
care, could not be baffled by any armour. He had not to shoot 
a second arrow at man, steed, or elephant of gigantic size,** 
Like the thunder-wielding Indra striking down the Daityas, 
Arjuna, alone, entering that division of mighty car-warriors, 
destroyed it with shafts of diverse forms.”** 


Section XXV. 

‘‘Sanjaya said, — ‘Dhananjaya, with his Gandiva, frustrated 
the purpose of those unreturning heroes struggling in battle 
and striking their foes,* The shafts shot by Arjuna, irresistible 
and endued with great force and whose touch was like that of 
the thunder, were seen to resemble torrents of rain poured by 
a cloud,* That army, 0 chief of the Bharatas, thus struck 
by Kiritin, fled away in the very sight of thy son,* Some 
deserted their sires and brothers ; others, their comrades. Some 
car-warriors were deprived of their animals. Others lost their 
drivers. Some had their poles or yokes or wheels broken, 0 
king !* The arrows of some were exhausted. Some were seen 
afflicted with arrows. Some, though un wounded, fled in a body, 

— ,■■■■ I 

* The Biombay editiefn reads the first half of the second line of 57 
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afflicted with fear.* Some endeavoured to rescue their sons, 
having lost all their kinsiiSen and animals. Some loudly called 
upon their sires, some upon their comrades and followers.* 
Some fled, deserting their •kinsmen, O tiger among men, and 
brothers and other relatives, 0 monarch Many mighty car- 
warriors, struck with Partha s shafts and deeply pierced there- 
with, were seen to breathe hard, deprived of their senses.® 
Others, taking them up on their own cars, and soothing them 
for a while, and resting them and dispelling their thirst by 
offering them drink, once more proceeded to battle.* Some, 
incapable of being easily defeated in battle, deserting the 
wounded, once more advanced to battle, desirous of obeying 
the behests of thy son,*® Some, having slaked their thirst 
or groomed their animals, and some, wearing (fresh) armour, 
0 chief of the Bharatas/^ and some, having comforted their 
brothers and sons and sires, and placed them in camp, onco 
more came to battle,*® Some, arraying their cars in the order, 
O king, of superiors and inferiors, advanced against the Bp.n- 
davas onco more for battle.** Those heroes, (on their cars) 
covered with rows of bells, looked resplendent like Daityaa 
and Danavaa intent on the conquest of the three worlds.** 
Some, advancing with precipitancy on their Vehicles decktd with 
gold, fought with Dhrishtadyiimna amid the Pandava divi- 
sions.** The Panchala prince Dhrishtadyiimna, and the great 
car-warrior Cikhandin, and Catanika the son of Naknla, fought 
with the car-force of the enemy.** The Panchala prince then, 
filled with rage and supported by a large army, rushed against 
thy angry troops from desire of slaying them.*^ Then thy 
son, 0 ruler of men, sped many showers of arrows, 0 Bha- 
rata, at the Panchala prince thus rushing at him.'* Then, 0 
king, Dhrishtadyiimna was quickly pierced with many arrows 
in his arms and chest by thy son fighting with his bow,** 
Deeply pierced therewith like an elephant with pointed lances, 
that great bowman then despatched with his shafts the four 
steeds of Duryodhana to the regions of death. With another 
broad-headed arrow he next cut off from his trunk the head 
of his enemy L driver.*® Then that qliastisor of foes, viz., king 
Duryodhana, having thus lost his car, rode on horseback and 
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retreated to a spot not remote.** Beholding his own army 
destitute of prowess, thy son, the mighty Duryodhana, O king, 
proceeded to the place where Suvala s son was.** When the 
Kaurava cars were broken, three thousand gigantic elephants 
encompassed those car-warriors, viz., the five Pandavas.®* En- 
compassed by that elephant force, 0 Bharata, the five brothers 
looked beautiful, 0 tiger among men, like the planets surround 
cd by the clouds.*^ Then the mighty-armed and white-steeded 
Arjuna, O king, of sureness of aim and having Krishna for 
his driver, advanced on his car.** Surrounded by those ele- 
phants huge as hills, he began to destroy those animals with 
his keen and polished arrows.** Each slain with a single arrow, 
we beheld those huge elephants fallen or falling down, mangled 
by Savyasachin.** The mighty Bhimasena, himself like an 
infuriate elephant, beholding those elephants, took up his for- 
midable mace and rushed at them, quickly jumping down from 
his car, like the Destroyer armed with his club.** Seeing that 
groat car- warrior of the Pandavas with uplifted mace, thy 
soldiers became filled with fright aiid passed urine and excreta. 
The whole army became agitated upon beholding Bhimasena 
armed with mace.*® We then beheld those elephants, huge as 
hills, running hither and thither, with their frontal globes split 
open by Bhima with his mace and all their limbs bathed in 
blood.*® Struck with Bhimas mace, those elephants, running 
off from him, fell down with cries of pain, like wingless moun- 
tains.®* Beholding those elephants, many in number, with 
their frontal globes split open, running hither and thither or 
falling down, thy soldiers were inspired with fear.** Then 
Yudhishthira also, filled with wrath, and the two sons of 
Madri, began to slay those elephant-warriors with arrows equipt 
with vulturine wings.** Dhrishtadyumna, after the defeat of 
the (Kuril) king in battle, and after the flight of the latter 
from that spot on horse-back, saw that the Pandavas had all 
been surrounded by the (Kaurava) elephants.®* Beholding this, 
O monarch, Dhrishtadyumna the son of the Panchala king 
proceeded towards those elephants, from desire of slaughtering 
them.** Meanwhile, not seeing Duryodhana in the midst of 
the car-force, A^watthamau and Kripa, and Kritavarman of 
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the Safcvvafca race, askc(t all tlie Kshatriyas thoiV saying,— 
Where has Duryodliaiia gone — Not seeing the king in the 

ifcidat of that carnage, tly>se great car- warriors all thought 
iftiy son to have been slain. Hence, with sorrowful faces, 
tliey enquired after hiin.^^ Some persons told them that 
after the fall of his driver, he had gone to Suvala s son.®* 
Other Kshabriyas, present there, who had been exceedingly 
i$iu.r.gled with Wounds, said, — What need is there \vith Duryo- 
dhaua? See, if he is yet alive! Do you all fight unitedly! 
What will the king do to you — Other Kshatriyas, who 
wore exceedingly mangled, who had lost many of their kins- 
men, and who were still being afilicted with the arrows of the 
enemy, said these words in indistinct tones.^® — Let ns slay 
tlmse forces by wliom we are encompassed ! Behold, the 
Panda vas are coming hither, after having slain tho elephants 
— Hearing these words of theirs, the mighty Aewatthrunan, 
piercing through that irresistible force of the Pfinchala king,^* 
proceeded, with Kripa and Kritavarman, to the spot whore 
Suvala's son was. Indeed, those lieroes, those firm bowmen, 
leaving the car-force, repaired (in search of Dnryodliana).'** 
After they had gone away, the Pandavas, headed by Dhrishta^ 
dyumna, advanced, 0 king, and began to slay tluur enemies.'** 
Beholding those valia?it and heroic and mighty car warriors 
cheerfully rushing towards them, thy troops, amongst whom 
the faces of many had turned pale, been me hopeless of their 
lives.'** Seeing those soldiers of ours almost deprived of wea- 
pons and surrounded (by the foe), I myself, 0 king, having 
only two kinds of forces, and becoming reckless of life,** juined 
the five leaders of our army, and fought with the forces of 
tho Piinchala prince, posting our men on that spot where 
Caradwat s sun was stationed.*^ We had been afilicted with tho 
shafts of Kiritin. Nevertheless, a fierce battle took place be- 
tween us and the division of Dhrishtadyumna. At last, van- 
quished by the latter, allot' us retreated from that encounter.'*® 
I then beheld the mighty car-warrior Satyaki rushing against 
us. With four hundred cars that hero pursued me in battle.** 
Having escaped with difficulty from Dhrishtadyumna whoso 
steeds had been lired^ I fell among tho forces of Madhaya ©veu 
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as a sinner fulloUi infco helh There q, fierce and terrible battle 
took place for a short while.*^ The mighty-armed Satyafci, 
having cut off my armour, became desirous of taking me alive* 
‘He seized me while I lay down on the ground insensible.** 
Then within a short while that elephant force was destroyed 
by Bhimasena with his mace and Arjuna with his arrows.*® 
lii consequence of those mighty elephants, huge as hills, falling 
down on every side with crushed limbs, the Pandava warriors 
■found their way almost entirely blocked up.** Then the mighty 
Bhimasena, 0 monarch, dragging away those huge elephants^ 
made a way for the Fandavaa to come out.** Meanwhile 
A^watthaman and Kripa and Kritavarman of the Satwata race, 
not seeing that chastiser of foes, viz., Duryodbana, amid the 
car-division, sought fur thy royal son.** Abandoning the prince 
of the Panclialas, they proceeded to the spot where Suvala s 
• son was, anxious to have a sight of the king during that 
^terrible carnage.' "*® 


Skction XXVI. 

'Sanjaya said, — ^ After that elephant division had been 
'destroyed, 0 Bharata, by the son of Pfindn, and while thy 
army was being thus slaughtered by Bhimasena in battle/ 
beholding the latter, — that chastiser of foes, — careering like the 
all-killing DestrojW himself in rage armed with his club,® the 
remnant of thy iinslaughtered sons, those uterine brothers, 

O king, united together at that time when he of Kuru^s race, 
viz., thy son Bury odhana, could not be seen, and rushed against 
Bhimasena.® They were Durmarshana and Crutanta and Jaitra 
and Bhurivala and Ravi, and Jayatsena and Sujata and that 
alayer of foes, viz., Durvishaha,* and ho called Durvimochana, 
and Dushpradharsha, and the mighty-armed Crutarvan. All of 
them were accomplished in battle.* These sons of thine, 
uniting together, rushed against Bhimasena and shut him up 
on all sides.* Then Ehima, 0 monarch, once more mounting 
on his own car, began t^ shoot keen shafts at the vital limbs , 
of thy sons.’ Those sons of thine, covered with arrows by 
Bhitaasona in that dreadful battle, began to drag that wairriorj 



FamJ 


<3ALYA PARVA; 


dP 

likd men dragging an elej^hant from off a crass- \Y!iy.* Excited 
nnth rage, Bhimasona, quickly cutting off the head of Diirmar- 
.shana with a razor-headed %rrow, felled it on the Earth.® With ' 
Ijlnother broad-headed arrow capable of penetrating every armour, 
&hima next slew* that mighty car-warrior, viz., thy son Crii- 
Then with tho greatest case, piercing Jayatsona with’ 
NbT cloth‘-yard shaft, that chastiser of foes, viz., tho son of Pandii; 
felled that scion of Kuril’s race from his car. The prince, O 
king, fell down and immediately expired.” At this thy son 
Crutarvan, excited with rage, pierced Bhiina with a hundred i 
straight arrows winged with vulturine feathers,** Then Bhima, 
inflamed with rage, pierced Jaitra and Bavi and Bhiirivala, 
those three, with three shafts resembling poison or firc.‘* 
Those mighty car-warriors, thus struck, fell down from their 
cars, like variegated with flowers in the season of 

spring cut down (by the axeman).** Then that scorcher 
of foes, with another broaddieaded arrow of great keenness 
struck Durvimochana and-despatched- him to Yama’s abode.’*^ 
Thus struck, that foremost of car-warriors fell down on the- 
ground from his car, like a> tree growing on the summit of a 
mountain when broken by the wind.** The son of Pfindu next 
struck thy other two sons at* the head of tfieir forces, viz., 
Dushpradharsha and’Sujjlta, each with a couple of arrows in 
that battle. Those two foremost of car-warriors, ploroed with 
those shafts, fell down.*^ Beholding next another son of thine, 
viz^, Diirvisliaha, rushing at him, Bhima pierced him with a 
broad-headed arrow in that battle. That prince fell down from? 
his car in the vel^y sight of all tho bowmen.** Beholding so » 
many of his titotheii'S slain by the single-handed Bhima ih 
that battle, Crutarvan, under tho influence of rage, rushed at 
Bhima,*® stretching his formidable bow decked’ with gold and’ 
shooting a largo number of arrows that resembled poison or. 
fire in energy Cutting off the boW' of Pandu’s son in tbafa 
dreadful battle, the Kiiru prince pierced the bowlcss Bhipia 
with.twenty arrows,** Then Bhimasena, that mighty car- war- 
rior, taking up another bow, shrouded: thy son with arrows 
and addressing him, said, — Wait, Wait V* — The battle that took 
place between the two was beautiful and fierce, like that ivhicii: 
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had occurred in davs of yore betwepn Vasava and the Asum 
Jainbha, 0 lord !“ With the keen shafts, resembling the fatal 
rods of Yama, sped by those two warriors, the Earth, the sky^ 
and all tho points of the compass, became shrouded.** Then 
Crutarvan, filled with rage, took up his bow and struck Bhima- 
sena in that battle, 0 king, with many arrows on his arms and 
chest.** Deeply pierced, 0 monarch, by thy son armed with 
the bow, Bluma became exceedingly agitated like the ocean at 
tho full or the new moon.*® Filled with wrath, Bhima then, 
O sire, despatched with his arrows the driver and the four 
steeds of thy son to Yama’s abode.*^ Beholding him earless, 
Parjdu’s son of immeasurable soul, displaying the lightness of 
his hands, covered him with winged arrows.** The earless Cru- 
tarvan thon,0 king, took up a sword and shield. As the prince, 
however, careered with his sword and bright shield decked with 
a hundred moons, the son of Pandu struck off his head from 
his trunk with a ra'/^or-headed arrow and felled it on the 
Earth.*® Tlie trunk of that illustrious warrior, rendered head- 
less by moans of that razor-headed arrow, fell down from his 
car, filling the Earth with a loud noise.*® Upon tho fall of 
that hero, thy troops, though terrified, rushed in that battle 
against Bhimasena from desire of fighting with him.** The 
valiant Bhimasena, clad in mail, received those warriors rush- 
ing quickly at him from among the unslaiu remnant of that 
ocean of troops. Approaching him, those warriors encompassed 
that hero on all sides.** Thus surrounded by those warriors of 
thine, Bhima began to afflict them all with keen shafts like 
him of a thousand eyes afflicting the Asuras.^^ Having des- 
troyed five hundred great cars with their fences, he once more 
slew seven hundred elephants in that battle.** Slaying next 
ten thousand foot-soldiers with his mighty shafts, as also eight 
hundred steeds, the son of Pandu looked resplendent.** In- 
deed, Bhimasena the son of Kunti, having slain thy sons in 
battle, regarded his object achieved, 0 lord, and the purpose of 
his birtb accomplished.*® Thy troops, at that time, 0 Bharata, 
ventured not to even gaze at that warrior who was battling in 
that fashion and slaying ihy men in that way.*^ Routing all 
the Kurus und slaying .those followers of theirs. Bhima then 
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dapped his arm pits, tej^rifying the huge elephants with the 
noise he produced.** Then thy army, 0 monarch, which had 
lost a very large number of men, and which then consisted of 
a very few soldiers, became exceedingly cheerless, 0 king.’ 


Section XXVIL 

*‘Sanjaya said, — ‘Duryodhana, 0 king, and thy son Sudanja, 
the only two of thy children yet iinslain, were at that time 
in the midst of the (fvaurava) cavalry.* Beholding Duryodhana 
staying in the midst of tho cavalry, Devaki’s son (Krishna) 
said unto Dhananjaya tho son of Kunti,* — A large number of 
our foes, — kinsmen that had received our protection, — have 
been slain. There, that bull of Cini’s race is returning, hav- 
ing taken Sanjaya captive I* Both Nakula and Sahadeva, 0 
Bliarata, are fatigued, having fought with tho wretched Dhar- 
tarashtras and their followers Those three, viz., Kripa and 
Kritavarman and the mighty car-warrior A(;watthaman, havo 
left Duryodhana’s side and taken up their position elsewhere !* 
Having slain Duryodhaua’s troops, the Paiichala prince stayeth 
yonder, endued with groat beauty, in the midst of the Prabha- 
drakas.* There, 0 Partha, Duryodhana stayeth in the midst of 
his cavalry, with the umbrella held over his head and himself 
flinging his glances all around ? Having rearrayed the (remnant 
of his) army, he stayeth in the mid? a of his forces. Slaying 
this one with thy keen shafts, thou mayst achieve all thy 
objects!* As long as these troops do not flyaway beholding 
thee, in their midst and witnessing also the destruction of their 
elephant force, do thou, 0 chastiser of foes, endeavour to slay 
Duryodhana 1® Let somebody go to the Panchrila prince and 
ask him to come hither. The (Kaiirava) troops are all tired, 
O sire 1 The sinful Duryodhana will never succeed in escap- 
ing Haviiig slain a largo number of thy troops in battle 
the son of Dhritarashtra wears a proud aspect as if he be- 
lieves that tin. Pandavas have been vanquished!** Beholding 
his own troops afflicted and slain by the Pandavas, the Kuru 
king will certainly come to battle ^for his own destruction !— 
' Thus addressed by Krishna, Phalguuu replied unto him, say- 



MABABHAlum 


iQahja^adHm. 

ing,'*— Almost all the sons of Dhrifcatashtra, 0 giver of 
honors, have been ^ain by Bhima! Only these two are yet: 
alive ! They, however, O Krishna, shall also meet with des- 
truction today !** Bhishma hath been slain, Drona hath been 
slain, Kama, otherwise called Vaikartana, hath been slain ! 
Calya the king of the Madras hath been slain, and Jayadratha 
also, 0 Krishna, hath been slain Only five hundred horse * 
form the remnant of the troops of Cakuni the son of Siivala! 
Of cars, only two hundred still remain, O Janarddana ! Of 
elephants there remain only a hundred that are formidable, and? 
of foot only three thousand There remain also A^wattha-. 
man and Kripa and the ruler of the Trigartas and Uluka and’ 
Cakuni and Kritavarman of the Satwata race These, 0 
Madhava, form the remnant of Duryodhana s force ! Truly, 
there is no escape from death for anybody on Earth 
Although such a tremendous carnasre has taken place, behold', 
Duryodhana is still alive ! Today king Yudhishthira, however^ 
will be freed from all his foes ! None amongst the enemy will 
escape me, I ween 1^® Even if they be more than men, O' 
Krishna, I shall yet slay all those warriors today, however 
furious in battle, if only they do not fly away from the field !*®; 
Filled with wrath in today’s battle, I shall, by slaying the prince 
of Gandhara with my keen shafts, dispel that sleeplessness 
which the king has suffered for a long time P® I shall win 
back all those valuable possessions which Suvalas son of wick- 
ed conduct wo.n from us at the gambling .match in tho assem- 
bly Hearing of the slaughter of their husbands and sonsi 
at the hands of the Pfindavas in battle, all the ladies of the 
city called after the elephant will utter loud wails !“* Today,- 
0 Krishna, our task will be ended ! Today Duryodhana shall 
abandon all his blazing prosperity as also his life-breaths 1®®; 
Thou maj^t take tho foolish son of Dhrifearrishtra to be dead;. 

0 thou of Vrishni ’s race, if, 0 Krishna, he does not today fly: 
away from the battle to be waged by me Those steeds arc; 
incapable of enduring the twang of my bow and tho slaps of 
my palms ! Proceed thither, O Krishna, for I will slay them 

♦ The true reading is aud not Yet»yantL-^l!, 
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«^Thu3 addressed by PJtidu s son of groat force of mind, he of 
Dagarha’s race urged his steeds, 0 king, towards the division 
of Duryodhana,** Beholding that force (within which Dur^ 
yodhana was), three mighty ear-warriors prepared themselves 
for assailing it, for Bhimasena and Arjuna and Sahadeva, O 
sire, together proceeded against it with loud leonine roars 
from desire of slaying Dnro3’dhana.*^ Beholding those three 
warriors rushing q\iickly together with uplifted bows, Suvala's 
son proceeded towards that spot against those Pandava foes,** 
Thy son Sudar^ana rushed against Bhimasena. Su^arman and 
Cakuni encountcrod Kiritin. Thy son Duryodhana on horse- 
back proceeded against Sahadeva.*^ Then thy son, O ruler of 
men, with groat speed and care, forcibly struck Sahadeva's head 
with a lance.®® Thus assailed by thy son, Sahadeva sat down 
on the terrace of his car, all his limbs bathed in blood and 
himself sighing like a snake.®* Regaining his senses then, 
O king, Sahadeva, filled with rage, covered Duryodhana with 
%ecn arrows.®^ Kunti’s son Dhananjaya, otherwise called Par- 
tha, putting forth his prowess, cut off the heads of many brave 
combatants on horse back.*® Indeed, Partha, with many 
arrows, destroyed that (cavalry) division. Having felled all 
the steeds, he then proceeded against the cars of the Trigar- 
tas.®* At this, the great car-\yarriors of the Trigartas, uniting 
together, covered Arjuna aiid Vasudeva with showers of 
shafts** Assailing Satyakarman with a razor-headed arrow, 
the son of Pandu, possessed of great fame, cut oflf his adver- 
sary's car-sliafts.®® With another razor-headed arrow, 0 lord, 
whetted on stone, that celebrated hero, smiling the while, 
cut off his antagonist's head adorned with b'right gold.*’^ He 
next attacked Satyeshu in the sight of all the warriors, like 
a hungry lion, 0 king, in the forest, attacking a deer.®* Hav- 
ing slain him, Partha pierced Siujarman with three arrows 
and then slew ail those car-warriors adorned with ornaments of 
gold.^* He then proceeded against Siigarman the ruler of 
Prashthala with great speed, vomiting the virulent poison of 
his wrath cherished for many long ^ears.*® Covering him first, 
0 bull of Bharata's race, with a hundred arrows, Arjuna then 
slew all the steeds of that bowman, V Fixing then on his bow- 
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string a mighty arrow that resembled tl^e rod of Yama, Partha, 
smiling the while, quickly sped it at Sutjarman, aiming it at 
him,^* Sped by that bowman blazing with wrath, that arrow, 
reaching Su^arman, pierced through his heart in that battle/* 
Deprived of life, O monarch, Su^arman fell down on the Earth, 
gladdening all the Panda vas and paining all thy warriors/^ 
Having slain Su<jarman in that battle, Partha then, with hia 
shafts, despatched the five and thirty sons of that king, all of 
whom were great car-warriors, to Yamas abode/* Slaying 
next all the followers of Sii^arman with his keen arrows, the 
mighty car- warrior Arjuna proceeded against the remnant of 
the Bharata host/* Bhima, in that battle, filled with rage, 
O ruler of men, made thy son Sudar^ana invisible with his 
arrows, smiling the while/^ Filled with rage, tlie son of 
Panda, smiling the while, cut off from his antagonist’s trunk 
his head with a razor-headed arrow of great sharpness. De- 
prived of life, the prince fell down on the Earth.** Upon 
the fall of that (Kuru) hero, his followers encompassed Bhima 
ill that battle, shooting showers of whetted arrows at him/® 
Vrikodara, however, with his keen arrows, whose touch resem- 
bled that of Indra's thunder, covered that force around him. 
Within a very short time, Bhima slew them all, 0 bull 
of Bharata’s race !*® Whilst they were being thus extermi- 
nated, many Kaurava leaders of groat might, 0 Bharata, ap- 
proached Bhima and began to fight with him.** The son of 
Piludu, 0 king, covered all of them with his arrows. Simi- 
larly, thy warriors, 0 monarch, covered the great car- warriors 
of the Pandavas with dense showers of arrows from every 
side.** All the warriors then, of both sides, thus engaged in 
battle with one another, became exceedingly agitated.** Struck 
by one another, the combatants of both armies, 0 king, began 
to fall down, wailing aloud for their (deceased) kinsmen,’ 


Section XXVIII. 

“Sanjaya said, — ‘During the progress of that battle which 
was so destructive of men aiid steeds and elephants, Suvala’s son 
Cakuni, 0 king, rushed against Sahadeya/ The valiant Saha- 
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deva, as Cakmu rushodtt^uc'ikl}’ towards him, sped showers of 
swift arrows at tha^‘ warrior as vnimorous as a tliglit of insects. 
At that tiin'o TJIuka als^ cficountcrcd Bhiina and pierced 
him with ten arrows.* Cakuni meanwhile, 0 monarch, hav- 
ing pierced Bhinia with three arrows, covered Saliadeva with 
ninety.® Indeed, those heroes, O kiiiijj, encountering one an- 
other in that battle, pierced one another vdtli mai:y keen arrows 
eqnipt with Kanka and peacock feathers, winged with gold,, 
whetted on stone, and sped from bowstrings drawn to their 
ears.* Those showers of arrows sped from their bows and 
arms, O mcniarch, shrouded all the points of the eompas.s like 
a thick shower of rain poured from the clouds.* Then Bhima, 
filled with rage, and Sahadeva of great valor, both endued with 
great might, careered in tliat battle, making an immense car- ^ 
nage.* That army, 0 Bharata, was covered with hundreds of 
arrows by those two warriors. In consc(|uence thereof, tho 
welkin, on mipiy jiarts of the field, hecanu) shrouded with 
darkness.*^ In conscipicncG, 0 monarch, of steeds, covered 
with arrows, dragging after them, as they ran, a largo number 
of slain combatants, the tracks on many parts of the field be- 
came entirely blocked up.® Covered with steeds slain with 
their riders, with broken shields and lances, 0 monarch, and 
witli swords and darts and spears all around, the Barth looked 
variegated as if strewn with flowers.® Ihe combatants, O king, 
encoiintorihg one another, careered in battle, filled with wrath 
and taking one anotlier's life.*^ Soon the field became strewn, 
with heads, beantiful as tlie filaments ot the lotus, adorned 
with ear-rings and graced with faces set with eyes upturned 
in wrath and lips bit in rage." Covered also, O monarch, 
with the severed arms of warriors that resembled the trunks of 
huge elephants, that were adorned with Anr/adas and cased 
in leathern fence?, and that still held swords and lances and 
battle-axes,** and with headless bodies risen on their feet and 
bleeding and dancing on the field, and swarming with carnivor- 
ous creatures of diverse kinds, the Larth, 0 lord, presented a 
frightful aspect After the Bharaffe.Wmy had been reduced 
to a small remnant, the Pandavas, filled with delight in that 
dreadful battle, began to despatch the Kauravas to .Yanias 
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Rbude.*^ Moamvhile the heroic and vi-Uaiit son of Suvala s son 
very forcibly struck Sahadeva in the head with a lance.‘^ 
Exceedingly agitated, 0 monarch, i^^ consequence of that blow, 
Sahadeva sat down on the terrace of his car.** Beholding 
Sahadeva in that plight, the valiant Bhima, filled with rage, 
O Bharata, held the whole Kuril army in check.*’ With his 
cloth-yard shafts he pierced hundreds and thousands of hostile 
warriors, and having pierced them so, that chastiser of foes 
uttered ’a leonine roar.** Frightened ’at that roar, all the fol- 
lowers of Cakuni, with their steeds and elephants, precipitately 
fled away in fear.*® Beholding them broken/ king Duryodhana 
said unto them : — >Stop, ye Kshatriyas unacquainted with 
morality ! Fight ! What is the use of flight That hero 
,who without showing his back casteth away his life-breaths in 
battle, achieveth fame here and enjoycth regions of bliss here- 
after 1** — Thus exhorted by the king, the followers of Suvala s 
son once more advanced against the Pandavas, making death 
thoir goal.’^* Awful, 0 monarch, was the noise made by those 
rushing warriors, resembling that of the agitated ocean. At 
this, the field of battle became agitated all around.*® Behold- 
ing those followers of Suvala's san thus advancing to battle, the 
victorious Paudavas, O monarch, proceeded against them.** 
Comforted a little, the invincible Sahadeva, O monarch, pierced 
Cakuni with ten arrows and his steeds with three. With the 
greatest ease he then cut off the bow of Suvala's son with a 
liiimber of other arrows.** Invincible in battle, Cakuni, however, 
took up another bow and pierced Nakula with sixty arrows 
and then Bhiinascna ivith seven.** Uliika also, 0 king, desirous 
of rescuing his sire in that engagement, pierced Bhima with 
seven arrows and Sahadeva with seventy.*’ Bhimasena in that 
encounter pierced Uluka with many keen arrows and Cakuni 
with four and sixty, and each of the other warriors who fought 
around them, with three arrows.*® Struck by Bhimasena with 
shafts steeped ip oil, the Kauravas, filled with rage in that 
•battle, covered Sahadeva with showers of arrows like lightning- 
xihar^d clouds pouring Tain on a mountain breast.*® The 
'heroic -and valiant Sahadeva then, 0 monarch, cut off, with a 
‘broad headed wxow, the head of Uluka as the latter advanced 
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against him.*® Slain Sahadeva, Uluka, gladdening thd 
Pandavas in that battle, fell down on the Earth from his carr 
all his limbs bathed in blood.*‘ Beholding his son slain, Oakii- 
ni, O Bharata, with voice choked in tears and drawing deep 
breaths, recollected the words of Vidura.®* Having reflected 
for a moment with tearful eyes. Cakiini, breathing heavily; 
?tpproached Sahadeva and pierced him with three arrows.®*- 
Baffling those arrows sped by Suvala’s son with showers of 
shafts, the valiant Sahadeva, 0 monarch, cut off his antagonists 
bow in that battle.*^ Seeing his bow cut oft*, 0 king, Cakuni 
the son of Suvala took up a formidable scimitar and hurledi' 
it at Sahadeva.®* The latter, however, with the greatest case; 
O monarch, cut oflf in twain that terrible scimitar of Suvalas 
son as it coursed towards him in that encounter.®* Beholding 
his sword cut in twain, Cakuni took up a formidable mace and 
hurled it at Sahadeva. That mace also, unable to achieve its 
object, fell down on the Earth.®^ After this, Suvala's sotij 
filled with rage, hurled at the son of Pilndu an awful dart that 
resembled an impending death-night.®® With the greatest ease 
Sahadeva, in that encounter, cut off, with his gold-decked shafts,- 
into three fragments, that dart as it coursed swiftly towards 
him.®® Cut off into fragments, that dart adorned with gold 
fell down on the Earth like a blazing thunder-bolt from-' the 
firmament, diverging into many flashes.'*® Beholding that dart 
baffled and Suvala s son affiicced with fear, all thy troops fled 
away in fright. Suvala'.s son himself joined them.** The Panda- 
vas then, eager for victory, uttered loud shouts. As regards' 
the Dhartarashtras-, almost all of them turned away from the 
fight.** Seeing them so cheerless, the valiant son of Jladri^ 
with many thousand shafts? checked, them in that battle.** 
Then Sahadeva came upon Suvala’s son as the latter, who 
was still expectant of victory, was flying away, protected by 
the excellent ca^^alry of the Gandharas.** Recollecting, 0 
king, that Oak ani, who had fallen to his share, was still alive, 
Sahadeva, on his '^lar adorned with gold, pursued that warrior.** 
Stringing his furin^dable bow and draj\ring it with great force, 
Sahadeva, filled with rage, pursued the son of Suvala and 
vigorously struck him with many shafts equipt with vulturiuo 
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feathers and whetted on stone, even Uke a person strikinj^ a 
mighty elephant with pointed lanees".^® Endued with groat 
energy of mind, Sahadeva, having afflicted his foe thus, ad- 
dressed him, as if for calling back to his mind (his past mis- 
deeds), in these words : — Adhering to the duties of a Kshat- 
riya, fight (with me) and be a man — Thou hadst, 0 fool, 
rejoiced greatly in the midst of the assembly, while gambling' 
with dice ! Eeccive now, 0 thou of wdeked understanding, 
the fruit of that act All tliose wdckod-souled ones that 
had ridiculed ais then have perished ! Only tliat WTetch of 
his race, viz., Duryodhana, is still alive, and thyself his 
maternal uncle Today I shall slay thee, striking off thy 
head with a razor-lieaded arrow like a ])crson plucking a fruit 
from a tree with a stick — Saying these words, 0 monarch, 
Sahadeva of great strength, that tiger among men, filled wdth 
rage, rushed iniiietuouslv against Cakuni.®* Approaching his 
enemy, the invincible Sahadeva, that foremost of Avarrior.s, 
forcibly drawing his bow and as if burning his foe with wrath,®* 
pierced Cakuni with ton arrows and his steeds with four. Then 
cutting off his umbrella a]id standard and bow, ho roared like 
a lion.*^ His standard and bow and umbrella thus cut off by 
Sahadeva, Suvala’s son was pierced with many arrows in all 
his vital liml)s.®* Once tigain, 0 monarch, the valiant Saha- 
deva sped at Cakuni an irresistible shower of arrow's.®* Filled 
with rage, the son of Suvala then, singlcdianded, rushed with 
fApeed against Sahadeva in that encounter, desirous of slaying 
the latter w'ith a lance adorned with gold.*® Tlie son of Madri, 
h«)WCVor, with three broad-headed arrow's, simultaneously cut 
off, without losing a m»)mc?)t, that uplifted lance as also the 
two well rounded arras of his enemy at the van of battle, 
and then uttered a loud roar.®^ Endued wdth great activity, 
the heroic Sahadeva then, w'ith a broad-headed arrow made of 
hard iron, e(iuipt with wings of gold, capable of penetrating 
every armour, and sped with great force and care, cut off from 
his trunk hif ejiemy’s head,®^ Deprived of his head by the 
non of Pandu with that j{old decked arrow of great sharpness 
and spleiidour like the Suns, Suvala s son fell down on the 
Earth in that Indeed,, the son of Pandu, filled wdth 
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ra-'o, struck off that head which was the root of the evil 
policy of tho Kurus, with that impetuous shaft winged with 
gold and whetted on stone/® Beholding Cakuni lying head- 
less on the groimd and alF his limbs drenched with gore, 
thy warriors, rendered powerless with fear, fled away on all sides 
with weapons in their hands/^ At that time thy sons, with 
car«, elephants, horse, and foot, entirely broken, heard the 
twang of Gandiva and fled away W'ith colorless faces, afflicted 
with fear and deprived of their senses/* Having thrown doAvn 
C ikuni from his car, the Pandavas, 0 Bharata, became filled 
with delight. Rejoicing with Kc(;.ava among them, they blew 
their conchs in that battle, gladdening their troops/* All of 
thorn, with glad henrts, worshipped Saliadeva, and said, — By 
good luck, 0 hero, Gakuni of wicked soul, that man of evil 
courses, hath, with his son, been slain by thee ! — ' 


SiicTiux XXIX. 

( llvada-pravcca Vavvad, 

‘'Sanjaya said, — ‘After this, the followers of Snvala’s son, 
O monarch, became filled with rage. Prepared to lay down 
their lives in that dreadful battle, they began to resist tho 
Pandavas/ Resolved to ai'd Sahadeva in his victory, Arjuna, 
as also Bhimasena possessed of great energy and resembling an 
angry snake of virulent poison id aspect, received those war- 
riors/ With his Gdiullcii, Dhananjaya baffled the purpose (rf 
those warriors who, armed witli darts and swords and lances, 
desired to slay Sahadeva/ Vibhatsu, with his broad-headed 
arrows, cut off the steeds, the heads, and the arms, with 
weapons in grasp, of those rushing combatants/ The steeds 
of those foremo.n of heroes endued with activiy, struck by 
Savyasachin, fell down oh the Earth, deprived of their lives/ 
King Duryudhana, beholding that cariiage of his own troops, 
O lord, became tilled with rage. Asfombling together the 
remnant of his caro which still numbered many hundreds,* as 
also his elephutiLir and horse and foot, 0 scorcher of foes, thy 
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son said these words unto those warriors,’ — Encountering all 
the Panda-vas with their friends ancl allies, in this battle, and 
the prince of Panchala also with his own troops, and slaying 
them quickly, turn back from the^fight !• — ^Respectfully accept- 
ing that command of his, those warriors, difficult of defeat in 
battle, proceeded once more against the Parthas in that battle, 
at the behest of thy son.® The Pandavas; however, coveted 
with their arrows resembling snakes of virulent poison all 
those warriors, forming the remnant of the Kaurava army; 
that thus rushed quickly against them in that dreadful battle.*® 
That army, 0 chief of the Bharatas, as it came to battle, 
was in a moment exterminated by those high-souled warriors, 
for it failed to obtain a protector.” In consequence of the 
(Kaurava) steeds running hither and thither that were all 
covered with the dust raised by the army, the cardinal and the 
subsidiary points of the compass could not be distinguished.” 
Many warriors, issuing out of the Pandava array, 0 Bharata, 
slew thy troops in a moment in that battle.” Eleven Akiilia'w- 
hinisy 0 Bharata, of troops had been assembled for thy son [ 
All those, 0 lord, were slain by the Pandiis and the Srin- 
jayas Amongst those thousands upon thousands of high- 
souled kings on thy side, only Duryodhana now, O monarch, 
exceedingly wounded, was seen to be alive Casting his eyes 
on all sides and seeing tho Earth empty, himself destitute of 
all his troops while the Paiidavas, fiHed with joy in that battle, 
were roaring aloud in consequence of the accomplishment of all 
their objects, Duryodhana, 0 monarch, unable to endure the 
whiz of the shafts shot by those high-souled heroes, became 
stupified ! Destitute of troops and animals, he set his heart 
on retreat from the field,’”'” 

“Dhritarashtra said, — ‘When my troops were slain and our 
camp made entirely empty, what was the strength, 0 Suta, 
of the troops that still remained to the Pandavas ? I desire to 
know this. Therefore, tell me, 0 Sanjaya, for thou art skilled 
(in narration) !” Tell me also, 0 Sanjaya, that which was 
done by my son, thei wicked Duryodhana, that lord of the 
Earth, the solo survivor of so many men, when he saw bis 
arniy exterminated 
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“Sanjaya continued, — gfwo thousand cars, seven hundred 
elephants, five thousand horse, and ten thousand foot,** — this 
was the remnant, 0 moniych, of the mighty host of the 
Pandavas! Taking care of this force, Dhrishtadyumna waited 
in that battle.®* Meanwhile, 0 chief of the Bharatas, king 
Duryodhana, that foremost of car-warriors, saw not in that 
battle a single warrior on his side.** Beholding his enemies 
roaring aloud and witnessing the extermination of his own army, 
that lord of Earth, 0 monarch, viz., Duryodhana, without a com- 
panioii, abandoned his slain steed, and fled from the field with 
face turned eastwards.** That lord of eleven Akshauh-iniSf viz., 
thy 6011 Duryodhana, of great energy, taking *up his mace, fled 
on foot towards a lake.*® Before he had proceeded far on foot, 
the king recalled the words of the intelligent and virtuous 
Vidura.** — Without doubt, this had been foreseen by Vidura 
of great wisdom, viz., this great carnage of Kshatriyas and 
of ourselves in battle 1*^ — Reflecting on this, the king, with 
heart burning in grief at having witnessed the extermina- 
tion of his army, desired to penetrate into the depths of that 
lake.** The Pandavas, 0 monarch, with Dhrishtadyumna at 
their head, filled with rage, 0 king, rushed against (the small 
remnant of) thy army.** With his Gandivee, Dhananjaya 
hauled the purpose of the (Ivaurava) troops, who, armed with 
darts and swords and lances, were uttering loud roars.*® Hav- 
ing, with his sharp shafts, slain those tr.oopj with their allies 
and kinsmen, Arjuna, as he stood on his car having white 
steeds yoked unto it, looked exceedingly beautiful.®* Upon 
the fall of Suvala’s son along with horse, cars, and elephants, 
thy army looked like a large jforest laid low (by the wind).®* 
In Duryodhana’s army then* 0 monarch, which had numbered 
many hundred thousands of warriors, not another great car- 
warrior was seen to bo alive,®® .save the heroic son of Drona, 
and Kritavarman, and Kripa the son of Gotama, 0 monarch, 
and t^at lord of Earth, viz., thy son !®® Dhrishtadyumna, 
seeing me, laugivngly addressed Safcyaki, saying, — What is the 
use of seizing this ona ? Nothing wili^bc gained by keeping 
him alive.®* — Hearing these words of Dhrishtadyumna, the 
grandson of Cini, that great car- warrior, uplifting Lis* sharp 
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sword, prepared to slay me.“ Just i^t that juncture, the Island- 
born Krishna of great wisdom, (viz., Vyasa), coming there, said, 
— Let Saujaya be dismissed alive By no means should ho be 
slain — Hearing these words of the Island-born, the grandson 
of Cini joined his hands, and then, setting me free, said unto 
me,— Peace to thee, 0 Sanjaya, thou mayst go hence !** — Per- 
mitted by him, myself then, putting off my armour and mak- 
ing over my weapons, sot out on the evening on the road lead- 
ing to the city, my limbs l)atlied in blood. After I had come 
about two miles, 0 monarch, I beheld Duryodhana, standing 
alone, mace in hand, and exceedingly rnanglcd.^'^ His eyes were 
full of tears arid, therefore, he could not see me. I stood 
cheerlessly before him. He looked accordingly at me without 
recognising me.'“ Beholding him standing alone on the field 
and indulging in grief, I also, overwhelmed with sorrow, suc- 
ceeded not for a little while to speak a single word.'** Then I 
said unto him everything about my own capture and my release 
through the grace of the Island-born.'*^ Having reflected for a 
moment, and regained his senses, he enquired of me after his 
brothers and his troops.'*^ I had seen everything with my eyes 
and, therefore, told him everything, viz., that his brothers had 
all been slain and that all his troop.s had been exterminated.^® 
I told the king that we had at that time only three car-warriors 
left alive, for the Island-born had said so unto me when I set 
out (from the place where the Pandavas were).*® Drawing deep 
breaths and looking repeatedly at me, thy son touched me with 
his hand and said,*^ — Except thee, 0 Sanjaya, there is none 
else that livcth, amongst those engaged in this battle ! I do not 
see another (on my side), while the Pandavas have their allies 
living !*® Say, 0 Sanjaya, unto that lord, viz., the blind king 
Dhritarashtra, that his son Duryodhana hath entered the depths 
of a lake !** Destitute of friends such as those (I lately had), 
deprived of sons and brothers, and seeing his kingdom taken 
by the Paijidavas, who is there like me that would desire to 
live?®® Say all this unto the king and tell him further that! 
have e)5caped with life #rom that dreadful battle, and that, alive, 
though exceedingly wounded, I shall rest within the depths 
of thU Uke ;®*^Having said these words unto me, 0 monarch, 
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1 ing entered that lak^ That ruler of men, by his power 
of il iision, then charmed the waters of that lake, making a 
space for him within them.** After he had entered that lake, 
myself, without anybody on my side, saw those three car- 
warriors (of our army) coming together to that spot with their 
tired animals.®^ They were Kripa the son of Caradwat, and 
tlie heroic Acwattliaman, that foremost of car-warriors, and 
Kritavarmau of Bhoja’s race. Mangled with shafts, all of 
them came together to that spot.*"^ Beholding me, they all 
urged their steeds to greater speed and coming up to me, 
said, — By good luck, 0 Sanjaya, thou lives t yet — All of 
them then enquired after tliy son, that ruler of men, saying,-— 
Is our king Duryodhana still alive, O Sanjaya?^® — I then told 
them that the king was well in body. I also told them every- 
thing that Duryodhana had said unto me. I also pointed out; 
to them the lake that the king had entered.®^ Then A(;avat- 
thaman, 0 king, having heard those words from me, cast his 
eyes on that extensive lake and began to wail in grief, saying,®* 
— Alas, Alas, the king know not that wo are still alive ! With 
him amongst us, we are still quite able to fight with our 
foes I®'* — Those mighty car- warriors, having wept there for a 
long time, tied away at sight of the sons of Fandii.®® Thoso 
three car- warriors that formed the remnant of onr army took 
me up on the well-adorned car of Kripa and then proceeded 
to the Kura camp.®* The Sun had set a little before. The 
troops forming the outposts of the camp, learning that all 
-thy sous had been slain, wept aloud.** Then, 0 monarch, 
the old men that had been appointed to look after the ladies 
of the royal household, proceeded towards the city, taking 
the princesses after them,*^ Loud were the wails uttered by 
those crying and weeping ladies when they lieard of the des- 
truction of the whole army,®* The women, 0 king, crying 
ceaselessly, caused the Earth to resound with their voices like 
a flight of shc-o‘jpj‘eys.®® They tore their bodies with their 
nails and struck their heads with their hands, and untied their 
braids, indulging all oiie while in loud fcries.*® Filling the air 
with sounds such as Oh and AUiSy and beating their breasts, 
they cried aloud and wept and uttered loud shrieks, 0 ^ mou-« 

15 
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arch Then the friontb of Duryodl^iana, deeply afflicted and 
made voiceless by their tears, set out for the city, taking the 
ladies of the royal household with , them.®* The camp-guards 
(puckly fled towards the city, taking with them many white 
beds overlaid with costly coverlets.®® Others, placing their 
AvivGS on cars drawn by mules, proceeded towards the city.’® 
Those ladies, 0 monarch, who while in their houses could not 
bo seen by the very Sun, were now, as they proceeded towards 
the city, exposed to the gaze of the common people.” Thoso 
women, O chief of Bharatas race, who were very delicate, 
now proceeded with speed towards the city, having lost their 
near ones and kinsmen.’® The very cowherds and shepherds 
9Au\ common men, filled with panic and afllicted with the fear 
of Bhimaseua, fled towards the city.’® Even these were filled 
with a great fear of the Parthas. Looking at one another, all 
of them fled towards the city.’^ During the progress of thafj 
general flight attended with such circumstances of fear, Yuyut- 
su, deprived of his senses by grief, thought upon what he should 
4o in vieNV of the emergency that had come.’* — Duryodhana 
4iath been vanquished in battle by the Pilndavas of terrible 
prowess! Pie had eleven of troops under him ! 

All his brothers have been slain 1’® All the Kauravas, headed 
by Bhishma and Drona, have perished ! Through the influence 
Desdny, only I have been saved 1” All those that wore 
in the Kuril camp have fled! Alas, they are flying on all 
sides, deprived of energy and destitute of protectors !’* Such 
a siglit had never been seen before! Afflicted with sorrow, 
■with eyes anxious in fear, they arc.fl)ing away on all sides like 
a herd of deer, looking at one another !’® Those amongst the 
eounsollors of Duryodhana that arc yet alive have fled towards 
■the city, taking with them the ladies of the royal household!®® 
I-thiuk, 0 lord, that the time hath come when I also should 
^Hiter the city with them, after taking the permission ot 
Yudhishthira and Viisudeva! — For this purpose that mighty- 
firmed prince presented himself before both those heroes.*® 
King Yudhishbhira, ^^ho is always compassionate, became 
..highly ‘pleased with him. The mighty-armed Panda va embraced 
that child of a Vai^ye. mother and dismissed him affectionately,** 
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Riding upon his own car, Jie urged his steeds to great speed. He 
theii supervised the removal of the ladies of the royal house- 
hold to the cifcy.®^ The Siyi was setting. With those ladies, 
Yuyutsu entered the city of Hastinapura, with tearful eyes and 
with voice choked in grief.*^ He then saw Vidura of great 
wisdom, sitting with tearful eyes. Ho had come away from 
Dhritarashtra, his heart having been alllictcd witli great sor- 
row,®* Bowing down unto Vidura, he stood before him. De- 
voted to truth, Vidura addressed him, saying, — By good luck, 
0 son, thou livGst amid this general destruction of the Kurils!*^ 
Why, however, hast thou come without king Duryodliana 
in thy company ? Tell me in detail the cause of this !”— 
Yuyutsu then said, — After the fall of Cakiini, O sire, wdth all . 
his kinsmen and friends, king Duryodliana, abandoning the 
steed he rode, tied away in fear towards tho east.®* After the 
king had fled away, all the people in the (Ivaurava) encamp- 
ment, agitated wdth fear, lied towards the city.®'’ Then iho 
protectors of tho ladies, placing tho wives of tho king, as also • 
those of his brothers, on vehicles, fled away in fear.^° Obtain- 
ing the permission of king Yudhishthira and Kecpiva, I set 
out for Hastinapura, for protecting the people thus flying 
away — Hearing tiioso words spoken by the son of Dhrishta- 
rashfcra’s Valcya wife, Vidura of immeasurable soul, convert 
saiit wdbh every usage and feeling wdiat \vas proper at that 
hour, applauded the elor|uent Yuyutsu.’® nd he said, — Thou 
hast acted properly, having regard for what has come, in view 
of this destruction of all the Bliaratas of which thou art 
speaking ! Thou hast also, from compassion, maintained the 
honor of thy race !’* By good luck ^yc behold thee come baclc 
with life from this terrible battle that is so destructive of* 
heroes, like creatures beholding the Sun possessed of blazing 
glory !®* Thou, 0 son, art now in every way the sole staff of] 
the blind monarch bereft of foresight, afflicted with calamity, 
struck by Destiiiy, and who, though repeatedly dissuaded, 
could not abstain from pursuing his evil policy Take rest^ 
here for this day ! "''omorrow thou m^’st return to Yudhish- 
thira! — Having saul these words, Vidura, with tearful eyes,'’*^ 
took leave of YMyutsu and entered the abode of the king^ 
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which resounded with cries of Oh and Alas uttered by citizens 
and villagers afflicted with woo.®^ The clieerless mansion 
seemed to have lost all its beauty ; comfort and happiness 
seemed to have deserted it. It was all empty and pervaded by 
disorder. Already filled with sorrow, Vid lira's grief increased 
at that sight.®* Conversant with every duty, Vidura, with a 
sorrowful heart, entered the palace, drawing deep breath:^.®® 
As regards Yuyutsu, he passed that night in his own abode. 
Afflicted with woe, ho flxilod to obtain any joy at the panegyrics 
with which he was greeted. He passed the time, thinking 
of the terrible destruction of the Bharatas at one another’s 
hands.' 


Skction XXX. 

*‘Dhritarrishlra said, — ‘After all the Kaurava troops had 
been slain by the sons of Prindii on the field of battle, wliat 
did those survivoi’s of my army, viz., Kritavarman and Kripa 
and the valiant son of Drona do ? What also did the wicked- 
souled king Duryodhana then do 

“Sanjaya said, — ‘After the flight of the ladies of those 
liigh-souled Kshatriyas, and after the (Kanrava) camp had 
become entirely empty, the three car- warriors (thou hast men- 
tioned) became filled with anxiety.* Hearing the shouts of 
the victorious sons of Panda, and beholding the camp deserted 
towards the evening, those three warriors of our side, desirous 
of rescuing the king, and unable to stay on the field, pro- 
ceeded tow^ards the lakc.'^ Yudhishthira, of virtuous soul, with 
his brothers in that battle, felt great joy and wandered over 
the field from desire of slaying Duryodhana.* Filled with 
wrath, the Pandavas, desirous of victory, searched for thy son. 
Though, however, they looked very carefully for him, they 
failed to discover the (Kiiru) king.* Maco in hand, he had fled 
with great^specd from the field of battle and penetrated into 
that lake, having, by yie aid of bis powers of illusion, solidi- 
fied itsi waters.'^ When at last the animals of the Pandavas 
becitrae Very much tired, the latter proceeded to their camp 
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and rested there with their soldiers.® After the Parthas had 
retired to their camp, Kripa and Drona's son and Kritavarnian 
of the Satwata race, slowly proceeded towards that lake.® 
Approaching the lake witfiin which lay the king, they ad- 
dressed that invincible ruler of men asleep within the water, 
saying,*® — Arise, 0 king, and fight with us against Yudhish- 
tfeira I Either obtaining , victory enjoy the Earth, or, slain, 
proceed to heaven !** The forces of the Pandavas also, O 

Duryodhana, have all been slain by thee ! Those amongst 

them that are yet alive have been exceedingly mangled !‘® 
They will not be able, 0 monarch, to bear thy impetuosity, 
especially when thou shalt be protected by us ! Arise, there- 
fore, 0 Bharata!*® — 

“‘Duryodhana said, — By good luck, I see you, ye bulls 
among men, come back with life from this destructive battle 

between the Pandavas and the Kauravas !** After we have 

rested awhile and dispelled our fatigue, wc shall encounter the 
enemy and conquer him 1 Ye also are tired and I myself am 
exceedingly mangled 1 The army of the Pandavas is swelling 
with might 1 For these reasons I do not like to fight now !*• 
These exhortations on your part, ye heroes, are not at all 
wonderful, for your hearts arc noble ! Your devotion also to 
mo is great ! This, however, is not the time for prowess !** 
Resting for this one night, I shall, on the morrow, join you and 
fight with the foc ! In this there is no doi bt ! — 

“Sanjaya continued, — ‘Thus addressed, the son of Drona 
replied unto the king, who was invincible in battle, saying, — 
Arise, 0 king, blessed be thou, wc shall yet vanquish the foe !*® 
I swear by all my religious acts, by all the gifts I have made, 
by truth itself, and my silent meditations, 0 king, that I shall 
today slay the Sumakas !** Let mo not obtain the delight 
resulting from the performance of sacrifices, that delight Avhich 
is felt by all pious men, if this night passes away without my 
slaying the Pandavas in battle Without slaying all the 
Panchalas, I will ’mt, 0 lord, put off my armour ! I tell thee 
this truly. Pujilovo me, 0 ruler of in^n — While they were 
thus conversing, a number of hunters came there. Fatigued^ 
with the weight of meat they carried, they came there, not 
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of any set purpose, for slaking their thirst.®* Those huntsmeui 
O lord, used every day, to procure, with great regard, bas« 
ketsful of meat for Bliimasena, 0 king !** As they sat con- 
cealed on the banks of that lake, those men heard every word 
of that conversation between Duryodliana and those warriors,®* 
Finding the Kuru king unwilling to fight, those great bowmen, 
themselves desirous of battle, began to urge him greatly th 
adopt their counsels.®* Seeing those car-warriors of the Kau* 
rava army, and understanding that the king unwilling to 
fight was staying within the waters** and hearing that con- 
versation between thoso heroes and their master staying within 
the depths of the lake, — indeed, 0 monarch, the huntsmen, 
clearly perceiviug that it was Diiryodhana who was staying 
within the lake, formed a resolution.*^ A little while before, 
the son of Pilndu, while searching for the king, had met those' 
men and asked them the whereabouts of Duryodhan.a.*® Ivc- 
collecting the words that the sou of Pilndu had said, those' 
hunters, 0 king, whisperingly said unto one another,®'^ — We will 
discover Duryodliana (unto the Pandavas; ! The son of Pandu 
will then give us wealth ! It is evident to ns that the cele- 
brated king Diiryodhana is here Let us then, all of ns, pro- 
ceed to the spot where king Yudhisthira is, for telling him that 
the vindictive Diiryodhana is concealed within the waters of 
this lake Let us also, all of us, infijrm that great bowman, 
viz., the intelligent Blumascna, that the son of Dhritarilshtra is 
concealed hero within the waters of this lake I'® Gratified with 
us, he will give us much wealth ! What need of fatiguing our- 
selves, day after day, with procuring moat and weakening our- 
selves with such toil — Having said those words, those hunts- 

men, filled with joy and longing for wealth, took up their 
baskets of meat and proceeded towards the (Pandava) camp,®^ 
Possessed of sure aim and skilled in smiting, the Pandavas, 
O monarch, not seeing in battle Diiryodhana who was then 
concealed, (were resting in their camp).®* Desirous of reaching 
the end of that sinful wights evil policy, they had despatched 
spies in all directions on fhe field of battle.*® AH the soldiers,* 
however,^ that had been despatched on that mission, returned to 
the camp together and informed king Yudhisbthira the just that 
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no trace could bo found king Duryodhana.*’^ Hearing these 
words of the returned messengers, 0 bull of Bharata’s race, 
king Yudhishfchira became filled with great anxiety and began 
to breathe heavily.** While the Pandavas, 0 bull of Bharata's 
race, were staying in such chccrlcssness, those huntsmen, 0 
lord, having come with great speed from the banks of that 
li^ke,*^ arrived at the camp; filled with joy at having discovered 
Duryodhana. Though forbidden, tlioy still entered the camp, 
in the very sight of Bhirnasena.'*® TTaving approached that 
mighty son of Pandu, viz., Bhimasena, they represented every- 
thing unto him about what they had seen and hcard.^* Then 
Vrikodara, that scorcher of foes, 0 king, giving them much 
wealth, represented everything unto king Yiidhishthira the 
the just, saying, — Duryodhana, 0 king, hath been discovered 
by the huntsmen that supply me v/ith meat ! He, 0 king, for 
whom thou griovest, now lies within a lake whoso waters have 
boon solidified by him !** — Hearing these agreeable words of 
Bhimasena, 0 monarch, Kunti’s son Ajata^atru became, with 
all his brothers, filled with joy/'^ Having learnt that the 
mighty bowman Duryodhana had 23cnetrated into the waters of 
a lake, the king proceeded thither with groat speed, with Janard- 
dana at hirs head.** Then a tumultuous noise arose, 0 monarch, 
from among the Pandavas and the Panclialas all of whom were 
filled with joy.^* The warriors uttered leonine roars, 0 bull 
of Bharata’s race, and shouted loudly. All the Kshatriyas 
G king, proceeded with great speed towards that lake called 
Dwa\/payana^'^ The rejoicing Somakas all around loudly and 
repeatedly exclaimed , — The ainfid son of Dhritardshtra has 
been found — The noise made by the cars of those impetu- 
ous warriors who proceeded with groat spQcd, became very 
loud, 0 monarch, and touched the heavens.^® Although their 
animals were tired, all of them still proceeded with speed be- 
hind king Yiu'lliishthira who was bent upon finding out Duryo- 
dhana.*® A.rj\r!ui, and Bhimasena, and the two sons of Mtidri 
by Pandu, and tlio Panchala prince Dhrishtadyumna, and the 
un vanquished Ciiish ..ulin,*^ and Uttaii^njas, and Yiidhainanyii, 
and the mighty car warrior Satyaki, and the (five) sons of 
Onupadi, and those amongst the Panchalas, 0 king, that 
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were yet alive, and all the Pandavas, ,and all their elephants, 
and foot-soldif?rs by hundreds upon hundreds, all proceeded with 
Yudhishthira.*® Possessed of great valour, king Yudhishthira 
the just, 0 monarch, arrived at the lake known by the name 
of Dwaipayana within which Duryodhana then was. Wide as 
the ocean itself, its aspect was agreeable and its waters were 
cool and transparent.®® Solidifying the waters by means of Ws 
power of illusion, — by, indeed, a wonderful method, — thy son 
Duryodhana, 0 Bhiirata, happened to be within that lake.®^ 

Indeed, within those waters lay, 0 lord, that king, armed 

with his mace, who, 0 ruler of men, could not be van- 
quished by any man 1®® Staying within the waters of that 

lake, king Duryodhana heard that tumultuous noise (of the 
Pandava army) which resembled the very roar of the clouds,®® 
Yudhishthira then, 0 king, with his brothers, repaired to that 
lake from desire of slaying Duryodhana.®^ Raising a thick 
dust, the son of Pandu caused the Earth to tremble with the 
sound of his car -wheels and the loud blare of his conch.®® 
Hearing the noise made by the army of Yudhishthira, those 
great car- warriors, viz., Kritavarman and Kripa and the son 
of Droiia, said these words unto the Kuril king :®® — Filled 
with joy and longing for victory, the Pandavas are com- 
ing hither ! We will, therefore, leave this place. Let it be 
known to thee — Hearing those words of these heroes en- 
dued with great activity, he answered them, saying, — So be it 1 
— and remained (as before) within the waters, having, 0 lord, 
solidified them by his powers of illusion.®* Those car-warriors 
headed by Kripa, filled with grief, took leave of the king, 
O monarch, and went away to a place far removed from that 
spot."* Having proceeded far, they beheld a banian, 0 sire, 
under whose shade they stopped, greatly tired, and exceedingly 
anxious about the king and indulging in such thoughts as 
these.*® — The mighty son of Dhritarashtra, having solidified 
the waters of the lake, lay stretched at the bottom. The 
Pandavas ifc have reached that spot, from desire of battle.** 
H)W will the battle ta/ie place What will become of the 
king V How will the Pandavas find out the Kuru king ?**— 
Thinking of these things, 0 king, those heroes, viz., Kripa and 
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the others, liberated their horses from their cars and prepared 
to res.) there for some time.’ 


Skction XXXI. 

*‘Sanjaya said. — ‘After those three car- warrior.^ had left that 
^sp?t, the Pandavas arrived at that lake within which Duryo' 
fdhana was resting himself.^ TLiving readied hanks of the 
' Dwaipayana lake, 0 chief of Knru’s race, they beheld that 
receptacle of waters enchanted by thy so?). Then Yudhishthira, 

; addressing Vasudeva, said.* — Beliold, the son of I) hri tar ash fra 
\ hath applied his ptiwer of illusion to lliese waters ! Having 
■ enchanted the waters, he licth within them. Re can have now 
; 1)0 fear (of injury) from man!* Having i)ivoked a celestial 
|iiliision, h(\is now within the waters ! By an act of deception, 

‘ that wight co?ivers:int with every deception hath sought this 
• refuge ! He shall not, however, escape me with life 1* Even if 
the wieldcr of the thunder-bolt himself aid him in battle, 
people, 0 Madhava, shall yet behold him slain today!* — 

; ‘Vasudeva said, — With thy own powers of illusion, 0 
Bhiirata, destroy this illusion of Duryodhana who is an adept 
in it 1 One convorsani; with illusion should be slain with illu- 
skm ! This i.5 the truth, 0 Yudhishthira !* With acts and 
means and applying thy power of ilhision to these waters, slay, 
0 chief of the Bharata.s, this Suvodhana wl.o is the very soul 
of illusion Witli acts and mean.s Indra himself slow the 
iJcdtijas and the Ddnavas ! Vail himself was bound by that 
high-s >uled one. (viz., IJpcndra), with the aid of many acts 
and means!* The great A.sonvt Hiranyaksha, as also that 
other one, viz., Hir inyaka^ipu, was slain bv the aid of many 
acts and rheaus \Yithout doubt, 0 kiiig, Vritra also was slain 
by jkhe aid of acts !* Similarly was the Rdkshasa Havana 
of Pulastya's race, with his relatives and followers, slain by 
Rama ! Relying ypon acts and contrivances, do thou also 
display thy prowess!*® Those two ^ancient Daityas, viz., 
Taraka, and Viprachitti of great energjl were in ancient times, 
© king, slain by the aid of act.s and mean.s !** Similarly Vatapi 
and Ilwala, and Triciras, 0 lord, and the Amras Sunda and 
IG 
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IJpasundn, wero all slain by the aid^ of means !‘* Indra him- 
solf enjoys heaven by the aid of acts and means! Acts are 
very efficacions, 0 king, and nothing else is so, 0 Yudhish- 
thira 1*^ Daily as and Danavas and Rdkshasas and kings have 
been slain by the aid of acts and means. Do thou take, there^ 
'fore, the help of acts ! — 

“Sanj iya continued, — ‘Thus addressed by Vasudeva, Pjfn- 
dn s son of rigid vows, smiling the while, addressed, 0 mon- 
arch, thy son of great miglit, who, 0 Bharata, was then 
within the waters of that take, saying,** — Wliy, 0 Suyodhana, 
hast thou d)neso these waters, after having caused all the 
Ivshatriyas to perish and after having, 0 king, caused thy own 
race to be annihilated?*® Why hast thon entered into this 
lake today, wishing to save thy own life ? Arise, O king, and 
iight us, O Suyodhana !*^ Where, 0 foremost of men, hath 
that pride and that sense of honor Avhich thou hadst now 
g me, since, 0 king, thon hast etichan ted tihese waters and art 
now lying within tliem All men speak of thee in assemblies 
as a hero. All that, however, is entirely untrue, I think, 
since thou art now concoalod within these waters Arise, 
O king, and light, for thou art a Kshatriya born of a noble 
race I Thou art a Kanraveya in particular ! Remember thy 
birth How canst thou boast of thy birth in Kuril s race 
avhen thou concealcst thyself within the depths of this lake, 
having dod away from battle in fear?®* This is not the 
(U.enval doty of a Kshatriya, viz,, staying away from battle ! 
Flight from battle, 0 king, is not the practice of those that are 
honorable, nor d')es it lead to heaven t®* How is it that with- 
out having attained to the end of this war, inspired though 
thou wort with the desire of victory, thon stayest now within 
this lake, after having caused and witnessed the slaughter oi 
thy sons and brothers and sires and relatives and friends^and 
maternal uncles and kinsmen Ever boastful of thy cour- 

a^^e, thou art, however, not a hero! Falsely dost thou describe 
thyself, 0 Bharata, when thou sayst in the hearing of all jner 
that, thou artaherOj Q'thou of wicked understanding !’• They 
that are heroes never fly away at sight of foes ! Or, tell us 
0 hero, about (the nature of) that courage in consequence ol 
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t'fhich thou hast fled from battle !‘* Arise, 0 prince, and fight, 
casting off thy fears ! Having caused all thy troops and thy 
brothers to be slain, 0 Suyodhanai®'' thou shouldst not, if thou 
art inspired with righteous motives, think now of saving thy 
lif^l. One like thee, 0 Suyodhana, that has adopted Kshatriya 
duties, should not act in this way !** Relying upon Kama, as 
alsd upon Cakuni the son of Siivala, thou hadst regarded thyself 
immortal and hadst, from folly, failed to midcrstand thy own 
self!*® Having perpetrated such grievous sin, light now, (> 
Bharata ! How is it that flight from battle recommends itself 
to one like thee ? Surely, thou forgettost thyself!*® Where is 
that manliness of thine, 0 sire, and where, 0 Suyodhana, is 
that prido cherished by thee ? Where hath that prowess of 
thine now gone and where also that s\velling and great energy 
■which thoii^ Iiadst Where is that accomplishment of tliine 
in weapons ? V/hy dost tliou lie within this lake now ? Arise, 
O' Bharata, and fight, observing the duties of a Kshatriya !'* 
Either rule the wide Earth after vamiuishing us, or sleep. 0 
Bharata, on the bare groiuid, slain by us I®* Even this is thy 
highest duty, as laid down by the illustrious Creator himself!' 
Act as it has been laid down truly in the scriptures, and be a 
king. O' great car-warrior — ’ 

“Sanjaya eontiiuied, — -‘Thus addressed, O monarch, by the 
intelligent son of Dharraa, thy son ansv/ered him from within 
the waters in tliese words. 

“ “Ouryodhana said, — It is nut at a4i a matter of surprise, 
O king, that fear should enter the hearts of living creatures. 
?;As regards myself, however, () Bharata, I liave not fled from 
the field of battle actuated by the fear of life !®® My car was 
destroyed, my quivers wore gone, and my pdrshai drivers were 
killed ! I was alone, without ar single follower to stand by mo 
/in battle ! It was f«.>r this that I desired a little rest It 
• was not for the sake of saving my life, it was not from fear, 
It was not from grief, 0 king, that I entered these waters 1 
It was only in consequence of fatigue that I did so Do 
thou, O son of Kuuti, rest awhile with Aiose that follow thee ! 
Rising from this lake I ^yilI certainly fight all of you in 
battle!”- 
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“ ‘Yudhishtliira said, — All of iis have rested sufficiently. 
For a long while we were engaged in a search after, thee ! Rise 
then, oven now, 0 Suyodhana, and give us buttle Either 
slaying the Parthas in battle make this kingdom that swelleth 
with prosperity thy own, or slain by us in battle proceed to 
those regions that are reserved for heroes — 

“ ‘Duryodhana said, — They amongst the Kurus, 0 son of 
Kuru s race, for whose sake I desired sovereignty, that is, those 
brothers of mine, 0 king, all lie dead on the field I do nob, 
again, like to enjoy any longer tiie Earth that is )>ow shorn of 
wealth and reft of superior Kshatriyas, and that hath, there- 
fore, become like a widowed lady I. however, still hope to 
vanquish thee, (3 Yudhishtliira, after curbing the pride, 0 bull 
of Bharata’s race, of the Panchalas and tim Pandus There 
is, however, no longer any need for battle when Drona and 
Kama have been quieted and when our grandsire Bhishma 
hath been slain This shorn Earth, 0 king, now exists for 
thee ! What king is there that would like to rule a kingdom 
divested of friends and allies Having caused friends such 
as I liad to bo slain and even sons and brothers and sires, and 
seeing my kingdom wrested by ye, who is there like myself 
that would like to live Clad in deer-skins I ivould retire 
into the woods ! I have no desire for kingdom, deprived as 
I am of friends and allies, 0 Bharata Heft almost entirely 
of friends and allies, of horses and elephants, this Earth exists 
for thee, O king ! Do thou enjoy her now cheerfully As 
for myself, clad in dv^er skins, I shall go to the woods! 
Friendless as I ain, I have no desire, 0 lord, for even life !*• 
Go, 0 monarch, and rule the Earth destitute of lords, with- 
out warriors, reft of wealth, and without citadels, as thou 
choosest ’ 

‘Sanjaya continued,— ‘Hearing these words of poignant 
grief, the illustrious Yudhishihira addressed thy son Duryo- 
dhana who wias still within those waters, saying,** — Do not 
utter such ravings of ^prrrow. 0 sire, from within the waters I 
1 do wot, like Cakuni, feel any compassion for thee, 0 king, for 
such words as these!** Thou mayst now, 0 buyodhaua, bo 
willing to make a gift of the Earth to^uic, I; however, do uot 
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wish to rule the Earth thus given by thee !•* I cannot sinfully 
accept this Earth as a gi^t from thee^ Acceptance of a gift, 

0 king, is not the duty laid down fur a Kshatriya I do not, 
therefore, wish to have the wide Earth thus given away by thee ! 

1 shall, on the other hand, enjoy the Earth after vanquishing 
thee in battle !*• Thou art not now the lord of the Earth ! 
Why then dost thou desire to make a gift of that over which 
thou hast no dominion ? Why, 0 king, didst thou not then give 
us the Earth when we, observant of the rules of righteousness 
and desirous of the welfare of our race, had begged thee for 
our portion ?” Having first refused the request of the mighty 
Krishna, why dost thou now desire to give away the Earth ? 
What is this folly of thine What king is there who, assailed 
by foes, would wish to give away his kingdom ? 0 son of Kuru s 
race, today thou art not competent to give away the Earth 
Why then dost thou wish to make a gift of that over which 
thou hast no power ? Vanquishing me in battle, rule thou this 
Earth Thou didst not formerly agree to give me even that 
much of the Earth which would be covered by the point of a 
needle How then, 0 monarch, dost thou make me a gift of 
the whole Earth ? How is it that thou, who couldst not 
formerly abandon even that much of land which the point of a 
needle would cover, now wishest to abandon the whole Earth 
What fool is there that would, after having obtained such pros- 
perity and ruled the entire Earth, think of making a. gift of that 
Earth to his enemies ?** Stupified by folly, thou seest not the 
impropriety of this ! Although thou desirest to give away the 
Earth, thou shalt not yet escape me with life!** Either rule 
the Earth after having vanquished us, or go to regions of 
blessedness after being slain by us !** If both of us, that is, 
thyself and myself, be alive, then all creatures will remain in 
doubt as to whom the victory belongs!** Thy life, 0 thou of 
limited forcc:ight, now depends upon me ! If I like, I can suffer 
thee to live, but thou art not capable of protecting thy own 
life Thou hodst at one time especially endeavoured to burn 
xis to death and to take our lives by Ineans of snakes and other 
kinds of poison and by sinking us in water 1** We were also 
wronged by thoe, 0 king, by the deprivation of our kingdom, 
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by the cruel words spoken by thee, and by thy maltreatment 
of Draupadi For these reasons, 0 wretch, thy life must be 
taken! Rise, rise, and fight us! That will benefit thee!^*^ — * 
“Sanjaya continued, — Tn this strain, 0 king, those heroes, 
viz., the Pandavas, flushed with victory, repeatedly spoke 
there (rebuking and mocking Duryodhana).’ 


Section XXX 1 1. 

Gaday ioddha Farva ). 

*‘I)hritaraslit.ra said, — ‘Thus admonished (by his foes), how, 
indeed, did that scorcher of enemies, viz., my heroic and royal 
son, who was wrathful by nature, then behave P He had- 
never before listened to admonitions such as these ! Ho had, 
again, been treated by all with the respect that is due to a 
king 1* He who had formerly grieved to stand in the shade of 
an umbrella, thinking' he had taken another’s shelter, — he who 
could not endure the very effulgence of the Sun in consequence 
of his sensitive pride, how could he endure these words of his 
foes ?* Thou hast, with thy own eyes, 0 Sanjaya, seen the 
whole Earth, with even her AtUcchas and nomad tribes, depend 
upon his grace Rebuked thus at that spot by the sons of 
Panda in particular, while lying concealed in such a solitary 
place after having been deprived of his followers and atten- 
dants, alas, what answer did he make unto the Pandavas upon 
hearing such bitter and repeated taunts from his victorious- 
enemies ? Tell me everything, 0 Sanjaya, about it 

“Sanjaya continued, — ‘Thus rebuked, 0 monarch, by Yu- 
dhishthira and his brothers, thy royal son, lying within those 
waters, 0 king of kings, heard those bitter words and became 
very miserable. Breathing hot and long sighs repeatedly, 
the king waved his arms again and again, and setting his heart 
on battle, thus answered from within the waters, the royal 
son of Pandu.^“® 

“ ‘Duryodhana said, — ITe Parthas, all of you are possessed 
of friends, of cars, and of animals I I, however, am alone, 
cheerlosi^ without a car, and without an animal!*® Alone as 
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I am, and destitue of \vej,pons, how can I venture to fight on 
foot, against numerous foes all well-armed and possessed of 
cars ?" Do you, however, O Yudhishthira, fight me one 
at a time ! It is not proper that one should in battle fight 
many endued with courage,^* especially when that one is 
without armour, fatigued, afflicted with calamity, exceedingly 
mangled in his limbs, and destitute of both animals and troops !*• 
I do not entertain the least fear, O monarch, of either thee, ot 
Vrikodara the son of Pritha, or Phalgnna, or Vasudeva, or all 
the Pfinchalas,** or the twins, or Yuyudhana, or all the other 
troops thou hast ! Standing in battle, alone as I am, I shall 
resist all of you !** The fame, O king, of all righteous men 
hath righteousness for its basis ! I say all this to you, obser- 
vant of both righteousness and fame Eising (from this 
lake) I shiill fight all of you in battle ! Like the year that 
gradually meets with all the seasons, I shall meet with all 
of you in fight Wait, ye Pandavas 1 Like the Sun destroy- 
ing by his energy the light of all the stars at dawn, I shall 
today, though weap{)nless and earless, destroy all of you 
possessed of cars and steeds !** Today I shall free myself 
from the debt I owe to the many illustrious Kshatriyas (that 
have fallen f(ir me), to Valhika and Drona and Bhishma and 
the high-soulf3d Ivarna,^^ to the heroic Jayadratha and Bhaga- 
‘datta, to Calya the ruler of the Madras fiid Bhuri9ravas,*® 
to my sons, 0 chief of Bharata's race, and Cakuni the son 
of S\ivala, to all my friends and well-wishers and kinsmen !*^ 
Today I shall free myself from that debt by slaying thee 
with thy brothers ! — Having said these words, the (Kuru) 
king ceased speaking.^ 

“ ‘Yudhishtidra said, — By good luck, 0 Suyodhana, thou 
knowest the dutius of a Kshatriya ! By good luck, 0 thou of 
mighty arms, thy heart inclineth to battle By good luck, 
thou art a hero, 0 thou of Kuru s race, and, by good luck, 
thou^art conversant with battle, since, single-handed, thou 
wishest to meet all of us in battle !*.* Fight any one of us, 
taking whatever weapon thou likest^ All of us will stand 
as spectators here !** I grant thee also, 0 hero, this (other) 
wish of thy heart, viz., that if thou slayest any one of ns, 
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thou shalfc then become king! Otherwise, slain by us, go 
to heaven !‘* — 

“‘Duryodhana said, — Brave as thou art, if thou grantest 
me uhe option of fighting only one of you, this mace that 
I hold in my hand is the weapon that I select!” Let any 
one amongst you who thinks that he will be ray match come 
forward and fight with me on foot, armed with mace !*• Many 
wonderful single combats have occurred on cars ! Let this 
one great and wonderful combat with the mace happen today !** 
Men (while fighting) desire to change weapons. Let the 
manner of the fight be changed today, with thy permission 1*® 
0 thou of mighty arms, I shall, with my mace, vanquish 
thee today with all thy younger brothers, as also all the 
Panchalas and the Srinjayas and all the other troops thou still 
hast! I do not cherish the least fear, 0 Yudhishthira, of even 
Cakra himself ! — 

‘‘ ‘Yudhishthira said, — Rise, rise, 0 son of Gandhari, and 
fight me, 0 Suyodhana ! Alone as thou art, fight us, en- 
countering one at a time, 0 thou of great might, armed with 
thy mace I” Bo a man, 0 son of Gandhari, and fight with 
good care ! Today thou shalt have to lay down thy life even 
if Indra becomes thy ally !” — * 

‘ Sanjaya continued, — ‘That tiger among men, viz., thy son, 
could not bear these words of Yudhishthira, He breathed 
long and heavy sighs from within the water like a mighty 
snake from within its hole.^* Struck repeatedly with such 
wordy goads, he could not endure it at all, like a horse of high 
breed that cannot endure the whip.” Agitating the waters 
with great force, that valiant warrior rose like a prince of ele- 
phants from within the lake, breathing heavily in rage, and 
armed with his heavy mace that was endued with the strength 
of adamant and decked with gold.” Pierciiig the solidified 
waters, thy son rose, shouldering his mace made of iron, like 
the Sun himself scorching everything with his rays.” Endued 
with great strength, thy son, possessed of great intelligence, 
began to handle his heivy mace made of iron and equipt with 
a sling.” Beholding him armed with mace and resembling a 
crested mountain or the trident- wielding Rudra himself cast- 
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ing angry glances on yving creatures, they observed thaft 
Bharata chief to ahed an effnlgence around like the scorching 
Sun himself in the sky. ^Indeed, all creatures then regarded 
that mighty-armed chastiser of foes, as he stood shouldering 
his mace after rising from the waters, to look like the Des- 
troyer himself armed with his bludgeon.®*"*' Indeed, all tho 
Janchilas then saw thy royal son to look like the thunder- 
wielding Cakra or the trident-bearing Hara.** Seeing him, 
however, rise from within the waters, all the Panchalas and 
thePandavas began to rejoice and seize each other s hands.** 
Thy son Duryodhana regarded that action of the spectators to 
be an insult directed towards him. Rolling his eyes in wrath, 
and as if burning the Pandavas with his glances,** and con- 
tracting his brow into three furrows, and repeatedly biting his 
nether lij^ he addressed the Pandavas with Kegava in their 
midst, saying,** — Ye Pandavas, ye shall have to bear the fruit 
of these taunts ! Slain by me today, ye shall, with the Paii- 
chalas, have to repair to the abode of Yama !— '** 

‘^Sanjaya continued, — ‘Rising from the water, thy son 
Duryodhana stood there, armed with inace, and with limbs 
bathed in blood.*^ Covered with blood and drenched with 
water, his body then looked like a mountain shedding water 
from within it.** As he stood armed with mace, the Pandavas 
regarded him to be the angry son of Surya himself armed 
with his bludgeon called Kinkara*^^ With voice deep as that 
of the clouds or of a bull roaring in joy, Duryodhana then, of 
great prowess, armed with his mace, summoned the Parthas 
to battle.*® 

“ ‘Duryodhana said, — Ye will have, 0 Yiidhishthira, to en- 
counter me one at a time I It is not proper, that one hero 
should fight with many at the same time,** especially when that 
single warrior is divested of armour, fatigued with exertion, 
covered with water, exceedingly mangled in limbs, and without 
cars, animals, and troops !** Let the gods in heaven behold me 
fight single-handed, destitute of every,equipment and deprived 
of even armour and weapons 1** I shill certainly fight all of 


* That is the name of Yamaha bludgeon.— T. 
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you ! Thou shalt be judge, as thou hp-st the necessary quali- 
fications, of the propriety and impropriety of everything ! — 

“ ‘Yudhishthira said, — How is ifc,^ 0 Duryodhana, that thoii 
hadst not this knowledge when many great car- warriors, unit- 
ing together, slew Abbimanyu in battle Kshatriya dutiea 
are exceedingly cruel, unmindful of all considerations, and 
without the least compassion ! Otherwise, how could you 
slay Abhimanyu under those circumstances?^® All of you 
were acquainted with righteousness ! All of you were heroes ! 
All of you were prepared to lay down your lives in battle ! 
The high end declared for those that fight righteously is the 
attainment of the regions of Cakra If this be your duty, 
viz., that one should never be slain by many, why is it then 
that Abhimatiyu was slain by many acting in accord with thy 
counsels?” All creatures, when in difficulty, forget consider- 
ations of virtue. They then view the gates of the other world 
to be closed,®* Put on armour, O hero, and bind thy locks! 
Take everything else, 0 Bharata, of which thou standest in 
need This another wish of thine, 0 hero, I grant thee in 
addition, viz., that if thou canst slay him amongst the five 
Pandavas with whom thou wishest an encounter, thou shalfr 
then be king! Otherwise, slain (by him), thou ahalt proceed 
to heaven ! Except thy life, O hero, tell us what boon we may 
grant thee 

“Sanjaya continued, — ‘Then thy son, 0 king, cased his body 
with armour made of gold, and put on a beautiful head-gear 
adorned with pure gold.” Clad in bidght armour of gold, he 
put on that head-gear. Indeed, O king, thy son then looked 
resplendent like a golden cliff.®^ Clad in mail, armed with 
roace, and accoutered with other equipments, thy son Duryo- 
dhana then, O king, standirjg on the field of battle, addressed 
all the Pandavas, saying,” — Amongst you (five) brothers, let 
any one fight me, armed with mace ! As regards myself, I 
am willing to fight either Sahadeva, or Bhima, or Nakula,®® or 
Phalguna, or thee today. 0 bull of Bharata s race ! Accorded 
an encounter, I will fi^ht any one amongst you and will 
certainly gain the victory on the field!®' Today I will reach 
the eud of these hostilities that is so difficult to reach, with 
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the aid, 0 tiger among jtnen, of my mace wrapped with cloth 
of gold ^” I think there is none to be my match in an 
encounter with tho mace With my mace I shaH slay all 
of you one after another 1*’ Amongst alt of you there is no 
one. who is competent to fight fairly with me ! It is not proper 
for me to speak such words of pride with respect to my own 
self ! I shall, however, make these words of mine true in your 
presence Within this very hour, those words will become 
either true or false ! Let him amongst you take up the maoa 
that will fight with me ! — ’ 


Section XXXIIL 

‘‘Sanjaya said, — ‘Whilst Diiryodhana, 0 king, was repeated- 
ly roaring in this strain, Vasndeva, filled with wrath, said 
these words unto Yudhishthira.* — What rash words hast thou 
spoken, 0 king, to the effect that Stayivg one amongst its be 
ihoii king amongst the Kiirm. — If, indeed, 0 Yudhishthira, 
Duryodhana select thee for battle, or Arjuna, or Nakula, or 
Sahadeva, (what will be the consequence) From desire of 
slaying Bhimasena, 0 king, for these thirteen years hath 
Duryodhana practised with the mace upon a statue of iron 
How then, O bull of Bharatas race, will our purpose be 
achieved ? From compassion, 0 best of kings, thou hast acted 
with great rashness I do not at this moment behold a match 
(for Duryodhana) except Pritha s son Vrikodara ! His practice 
again, with the mace, is not so great 1® Thou hast, therefore, once 
more allowed a wretched game of chance to commence as that- 
one in former days between thyself and Cakiini, 0 monarch 1’ 
Bhima is possessed of might and prowess. King Suyodhana, 
however, is possessed of skill!. In a contest between might 
and skill, ho that is possessed of skill, 0 king, always pre- 
vails Such a foe, 0 king, thou hast, by thy words, placed in 
a position of ease and comfort I Thou hast placed thy ownself, 
however, in a po-^ition of difficulty. ,We have, in consequence 
of this, been placed in great danglr-* Who is there that 
would abandon sovereignty within grasp, after having van- 
quished all his foes and when he hath only one foe to tfisposi 
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off and that one plunged in difficulties ?*® I do not see 
that man in the world today, be he a god, who is competent 
to vanquish the mace'arn[>ed Duryodhana in battle !** Neither 
thou, nor Bhinia, nor Nakula, nor Sahadeva, nor Phalguna, 
is capable of vanquishing Duryodhana in fair fight! King 
Duryodhana is possessed of great skill IIow then, 0 Bha- 
rata, canst thou say unto such a foe words such as these, vi’z.,— 
Fight, selecting ilhc mace as the %vea'pon, and if thow canst 
flay one aniogst us, thou shall then he kivg?'^ IfDuryo^ 
dhana encounters Vrikodara amongst us wishing to fight fairly 
with him, even then our victory would be doubtful. Duryo- 
dhana is possessed of great might and great skill.** How 
couldst thou say unto him, — Slaying only one amongst us 
he thou king ? — AVithout doubt, the offepring of Pandu and • 
Kunti are not destined to e?ijoy sovereignty ! They have been 
born for passing their lives in continued exile in the woods or 
in mendicancy !** — 

“‘Bhirnasena said,— 0 slayer of Madhu, do not, (> delighter 
of the Yadus, give way to sorrow ! However difficult of 
reaching it, I shall today reach the end of these hostilities !** 
Without doubt, I shall slay Suyodhana in battle I It ap- 
pears, 0 Krishna, that the victory of Yudhishthira the just is 
certain This mace of mine is heavier than Dnryodhana's 
by one and a half times 1 Do not, 0 Madhava, give way to 
grief!*® I dare fight him-, selecting the mace as the wea- 
pon ! Let all of you, 0 Janarddana, stand as spectators of the 
encounter!*® What de you say of Suyodhana, I would fight 
with the three worlds including the very gods, even if they be 
armed with every kind of weapon ’ 

“Sanjaya continued, — ‘After Vrikoda,ra had said these words, 
Vasudeva, filled with joy, applauded him highly and said unto 
him,** — Relying on* thee, 0 thou of mighty arms, king 
Yudhishthira the just will, without doubt, get back his own 
blazing prosperity after the slaughter of all his foes !** Thou 
bast slain all thfe sons of ^hritarashtra in battle ! At thy hands 
many kings and princes ‘land elephants have met with their 
fate The Kalingas, the Magadha s, the Kuravas, the West- 
erners, and the Gandharas, have all been slain in dreadful - 
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battle, O son of PSndu !*^ Slaving Duryodhana then, 0 son of 
Kunti, bestow the Earth with her oceans upon Yudhisbthira 
the juat, like Vishnu (confering the sovereignty of the three 
worlds) upon the lord of Cachi !*• Tlie wretched son of Dhrita- 
rashtra, obtaining thee for a foe in battle, will, without doubt, 
meet with his fate 1 Thou wilt certainly accomplish thy vow 
by breaking his bones !** Thou shouldst, however. 0 son of 
Pritha, always fight with care with the son of Dhritarashtra ! 
He is possessed of both skill and strength and always takes 
delight in battle — Then Satyaki, O king, applauded the son 
of Pandu,*® The Panchalas and the Pandavas, also, headed 
by king Yudhisbthira the just, all applauded those words of 
Bhimasena.*® Then Bhitna of terrible might addressed Yii- 
dhishthira who vv'as staying amid the Srinjayas like the blazing 
Sun himself, saying,®*^ — Encountering this one in battle, I 
venture to fight with him ! This wretch among men is not 
competent to vanquish me in fight !** Today I shall vomit 
that wrath which hath been nursed in my bosom upon Suyo- 
dhana the son of Dhritarashtra like Arjuna throwing fire on 
the forest of Khandava !” I shall today pluck out the dart, 
O son of Pandu, that lay so long sticking to thy heart! Be 
happy, 0 king, after I shall have laid low this wretch with my 
mace !** Today I shall recover, O sinless one, thy wreath of 
glory ! Today Suyodhana shall abandon his life- breaths, his 
prosperity, and his kingdom !** Today king Dhritarashtra also, 
hearing of his son s slaughter, will remember all those wrongs 
(that he did unto us) arising from the suggestions of Cakuni 1®* 
— Having said these words, that prince of Bharatas race, 
possessed of great energy, stood up for battle, like Cakra sum- 
moning Vritra (to an encounter).** Unable to endure that 
summons, thy son, of great energy, proceeded to the encounter, 
like one infuriate elephant proceeding to assail another.” 
The Pandavas beheld thy son, as he came armed with mace, 
look like the crested mountain of Kailasa.** Indeed, seeing 
that mighty son of thine standing ^alone like a prince of 
elephants separated from the herd, thi Pandavas became filled 
with delight.” Standing in battle like a very lion, Duryo- 
dhaua had no fear, no alarm, no pain, no anxiety/® BeboW- 
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ing him stand there with uplifted mace like the crested 
mountain of Kailasa, Bhimasena, 0 monarch, addressed him, 
saying, — Call to thy mind all those wrongs that king Dhri- 
tarashtra and thyself have done unto us I Recollect what 
happened at Varanavata !** Recollect how Draupadi, while in 
her season, was maltreated in the midst of the assembly and 
how king Yudhishthira was defeated at dice through Cakuhi’s 
suggestion See now, 0 thou of wicked soul, the terrible 
consequence of those acts as also of the other wrongs that 
thou didst unto tho innocent Parthas !** It is for thee 
that that illustrious chief of the Bharatas, tho son of Ganga, 
the trrandsire of us all, li«th now on a bed of arrows, struck 
down (by us) !** Drona also hath been slain ! Kama hath 
been slaiii 1 Galya of groat valour hath been slain ! Yonder 
Cakuni also, the root of these hostilities, hath be^n slain in 
battle Thy heroic brothers, as also thy sons, with all 
thy troops, have boon slain 1 Other kings also, possessed of 
heroism, and never retreating from battle, have been slain/’^ 
These and many other bulls among Kshatriyas, as also the 
Prdtilcdiiun, that wretch who had seized tho tresses of Drau- 
padi, have been slain !** Thou alone art still alive, thou ex- 
terminator of thy race, thou wretch among men ! Thee also 
I shall today slay with my macc ! Of this there is no doubt 
Today, 0 king, I shall, in battle, quell all thy pride ! I shall 
destroy also thy hope of sovereignty, 0 king, and pay off all 
thy misdeeds unto the sons of Pandu — 

'Duryodhana said, — What use is there of many words ? 
Fight now with me ! Today, 0 Vrikodara, I shall beat out of 
thee thy desire for battle Why dost thou not behold me, 0 
wretch, standing here for an encounter with the mace ? Am I 
not armed with a formidable mace that looks like a cliff of 
Himavat ?** Wiiat foe is there, 0 wretch, that would venture 
to vanquish me armed with this weapon ? If it be a fair fight, 
\Purandara himself, amongst the gods, is not competent for 
mat end!** all th<?s 0 wicked deeds of mine to which thou 
,\asfc referred, thou coiSdst not (hitherto) do me the slightest 
injury !** By exercising my might, I caused ye to dwell in the 
woodiij to sicrve in another 3 dwelling, to conceal youseJves in 
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disguises !*• Your friends ^nd allies also have been slain. Our 
loss has been equal I If, then, my fall take place in this battle, 
that would be highly praiseworthy. Or, perhaps, Time will be 
the cause Up to this day I have never been vanquished in 
fair fight on the field of battle ! If ye vanquish me by deceit, 
your infamy will certainly last forever! That act of yours 
wilT, without doubt, bo unrighteous and infamous 1*^ Do not, 
0 son of Kunti, roar fruitlessly in this way like autumnal 
clouds uncharged with water ! Show all the strength thou 
hast in battle now 1®* — Hearing these words of his, the Pan' 
'davas with the Srinjayas, all inspired with desire of victory, 
applauded them highly.®® Like men exciting an infuriate ele- 
phant with clapping of hands, all of them then gladdened king 
Duryodhana (with those praises and cheers).*^ The elephants 
that were , there began to grunt and the steeds to neigh re- 
peatedly. The weapons of the Pandavas who wore inspired 
with desire of victory blazed forth of theii* own accord.’ 


Section XXXIV. 

“Sanjaya said, — *When that fierce battle, 0 monarch, was 
about to commence, and when all the high-souled Pandavas 
had taken their seats, ‘ indeed, having heard that that battle 
between those two heroes, both of whom were his disciples, was 
about to begin, Rama, whose banner bore the device of the 
palmyra palm, and who owns the plough for his weapon, ranie 
to that spot.* Beholding him, the Pandavas, with Keyava, 
filled with joy, advanced towards hit;i, and receiving him, 
Worshiped him with duo rites.^ Their worship over, they then, 

0 king, said unto him these words, — Witness, O Rama, the 
skill, in battle, of thy two disciples!* — Rama then, casting his 
eyes on Krishna and the Pandavas, and lookirig at Duryo- 
dhana also of Iviiru’s race who was standing ihoro armed with 
mace, said,® — Two and forty days have passed since I left home, 

1 had set out unde’* the constellation Ihinkya and have coma- 
back under ^rava'na, I am desirous, 0 MaJhava, of behold- . 
ing this encounter with the mace between these two disciples 
of mine !*‘^At that time the two heroes, viz., Dury )i:lhana 
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and Vrikodara, looktjd resplendent as they stood on the field, 
both armed with maces.’ King Yndhishfchira, embracing him 
owning the plough for his weapon, duly enquired about his 
welfare and bade him welcome.® Those two great bowmen, 
viz., the two illustrious Krishnas, filled with joy, cheerfully 
saluted the hero having the plough for his weapon and 
embraced him.® Similarly the two sons of Madri and the five 
sons of Uraupadi saluted Rohinis son of great strength and 
stood (at a respectful distance).^® Bhimasen of great strength 
and thy son, 0 monarch, both with uplifted maces (in their 
arms), worshipped Valadova.” The other kings honored him 
by bidding him welcome, and then all of them said unto 
Rama, — Witness this encounter, 0 thou of mighty arms I — 
Even thus those mighty car-warriors said unto the high-' 
souled son of Rohini.*® Endued with irn measurable energy 
Rama, having embraced the Pandavas and the Srinjayas, en- 
quired after the welfare of all the (other) kings. Similarly, 
all of them, approaching, enquired after his welfare.*® The 
hero of the plough, having in return saluted all the high-souled 
Kshatriyas, and having made courteous enquiries about each 
according to their respective years,** affectionately embraced 
Janarddana and Satyaki. Smelling their heads, he enquired 
after their welfare.*® Those two, in return, 0 king, duly wor- 
shipped him, their superior, joyfully, like Indra and Upendra 
worshipping Brahman the Lord of the celestials,*® Then Dhar- 
ma s son, O Bharata, said those words unto that chastiser of 
foes, viz., the son of Rohini, — Behold, 0 Rama, this formidable 
encounter between the two brothers !*’ — Thus worshipped by 
those great car- warriors, the elder brother of Kegava, of mighty 
arms and great beauty, took his seat amongst them.*® Clad 
in blue robes and possessed of a fair complexion, Rama, as he 
sat amidst those kings, looked resplendent like the Moon in 
the firmament, encompassed by multitudes of stars.*® Then 
that dreadful encounter, making the very hair to stand on end, 
took place bet^teen those two sons of thine, 0 king, for ter- 
minating the quarrel (that had raged for many years/’ *® 
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JanaTncjuya said, — 'Oi'. the eve of t.hc "roat. hatl.lc (bc*- 
twcon (ho Kurus aiul (ho Faudus), the lord Uaina, witli Kooa- 
v 4 i.’s leave, had gone away (from Dwilrahri) accovn])aniod by 
many of tlie Vrislinis.^ lio had said unto Kec^Mva,- — ‘I will 
render aid ncjithcr unto tlic son of Dhritarfishtra nor unto the 
sons of Panda, but will go whithersoever I like!’* — Having 
said tlieso words, Hama, that resistor of foes, had awuiy* 

It bohoveth thoo, O BiTilunaua. to tell me everything about 
his return P Tell me in detail h()W Rama cjune to tluit spot, 
and liow ho witnessed tiie battle. In my opinion thou art 
wo 11 -ski lied in mirration 

Vai(;.ainpayana said, — “After the Ingh-souicd Pandavas had 
taken np their p.)st at lT})‘iplavya, they des])atched the slayer 
of Ma'lhu to DhritaiTishtra’s presence, for tlm object of pcact^, 
O mighty armed one, <and for the good of all creatures.^ 
H aving gone to H istinapura and met Dhritarashtra, .Ko(;a\a 
spoke words of true and especially boncfiei.al import.® The 
king, however, as I have told tliee before, li.stoned not to those 
coiinscls.’^ Unable to obtain peace, the mighty-armod Krishna, 
that foremost of men, carnc back, O monarch, to Upaplavya.® 
3)ismissed by Dhritarrislitra’s son, Krishna returned (to the 
PaiuLiva camp), and upon the failure of his mission, O tiger 
among kings, said these Words nnto the Pandavas:^ — ‘Urged 
by fate, the Kanravas are for disreganli ng my words ! Come, 
ye sons of Pilndu, with me, (to the field of battle), sotting 
out under tlie constellation — After thi.s, while the 

troops (of both sidc.s) wore being mustered and arrayed, tho 
high-souled son of Rohini, that firemost of all persons en- 
dued with might, aodre.ssed his brother Krishna, saying," — ‘O 
mighty-anne.d one, O slayer of Madhu, let us render assistanco 
to the Kurus i’ — Krishna, however, did not listen to those 
wurds of his.'* sV^itl? heart filled \|ilh rage (at thi.s), that 
illustrious sou of Yadu’s race, .viz., the wiolder of the plough, 
then set out on a pilgrimage to the Saraswatid® Accomj^aniod 
by all tho YaJavas, ho set etit under tho conjunction of the 
lb 
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nst.orlshi called Mallra. The Bh(»ja cliief (Kritavarman), 
Jiowever, ad )pt.ed the side of Daryodhana. Accompanied by 
Ynyiidhana, Yasiideva adopted thit of the Pandavas.'* After 
the heroic son of Kohiiii had set oiiti under the constellation 
Nashya, tlie slayer of Madhu, placing the Ihandavas in his 
van, proceeded against tlio Kurus.** While proceeding, Katpa 
ordered his servants on the way, saying,^ — Bring all things 
that are necessary for a pilgrimage, that is, every article of 
use ! luring the (sacred) (ire thr.t is at Bwitrakfi, and our 
])riests.“* Bring gold, silver, kine, robes, steeds, elepliants, 
ears, mules, camels, and other draft cattle Bruig all these 
oiGcessaries for a sojourn to the sacred waters, and proceed with 
great speed tov/avds ( he Saraswati Bring also some priests 
to be especially employed, and hundreds upon hundreds of fore- 
most Brahmanas 1’ — Having given those orders to th6 servants, 
the mighty Valadeva*^ set out <m a pilgrimago at that time (»f 
groat calamity to the Kurus. Setting out towards the Sara- 
swati, he visited all the .'^acrod places along her course,®® accom- 
panied by priests, friends, and many foremost of Brahmanas, 
as also with cars and elephants aiid steeds ai>d servants, 0 bull 
of Bharata s race, tund with many vehicles <lrawn by kine and 
vniiiles aiid camels.** IMverse kinds of nec?ssaries of life were 
given away, in large measures and in diverse countries unto 
■the wearv and worn, children and the old, in r^spoiise, O 
king, to S'diclr.ations.** Everywhere, 0 king, Brahmanas were 
promptly gratified with whatever viands they desired.*® At the 
command of RohinBs son, men, at different stages of the 
journey, stored food and drink in large (luantibies.** Costly 
garments and bedsteads and coverlets were given away for the 
gratification of Brrihmanas desirous of ease and comfort,** What- 
ever Brahmana or Kshatriya solicited whatever thing, that, O 
Bharata, was seen to be ungrudgingly given to him.*® All who 
formed the party proceeded with great happiness and lived 
happily. The people (of Valararna s train) gave away vehicles 
to persons desirous of ujaking journeys, drinks to them that 
were thirsty, and savoury viands to them that were hungry, as 
also robes and ornaments, 0 bull of Bharata^s race, to many 
The road, 0 king, along ^vhkh the party proceeded, looked res- 
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plondcnt, 0 hero, and was highly comf ortable for all, and re- 
sembled heaven itiolf,** TLMioro were rejoicings everywhere upon 
it, and savoury viands were procurable everywhere. There were 
shops and stalls and divoi^o ohjocLs exposed for sale. The 
whole way was, besides, crowded with human beings. And it 
was adorned with various kinds of trees and creatures, and 
various kinds of genis.^® The Iiigh-souled Valadcva, observant? 
of rigid vows, gave away unto tlie Braliinanas much wealtli 
and plentiful sacriticial presents, 0 king, in diverse sacred* 
spots.*‘ That chief of Yadu s race also gave away thousands 
of milch kino covered with excellent ch»l!is and having their 
honss cased in gold,®® many steeds belonging to different 
countries, many vehicles, and many beautiful slaves.'"^ Even 
thus did the high-soulod .Riiina give away wealth in diverse 
excellc!>t tirtiuw on the Saraswati, In course of his wander- 
ings, that'horo of unrivalled power and magnanimous conduct 
at last came to Kurukshetra.''®* 

Janamejaya said, — “Tell me, O foremost of men, the fea- 
tures, the origin, and the merits of the several iirUuis on tlm 
Saraswati and the ordinances to be observed while sojournijirc 
there!** Tell me these, iii their order, 0 illustrious one! My 
curiosity is irrepressible, 0 foremost of all persona acquainted 
with Brahma 1”*^ 

Vai(jampayana said, —“The subject of the features andi 
origin of all these iirihas, 0 king, is very lar^e. I shall, how- 
ever, describe them to thee. Listen to that sacred account iiv 
its entirety, 0 king 1®’ Accompanied by his priests and friends, 
Valadeva first proceeded to the tirtiui called Prabhasa, There 
the Lord of the constellations (viz,, iSoma), who had been 
affected with phtliisis, became freed from his curse. Regaining 
energy there, 0 king, ho now illuminates the universe. And 
because that foremost of tirthas on Earth had former! v contri- 
buted to invest Soma with splendour (after he had lost it),, 
it is, tlierefi)re, called Prabhdsa”^^^^* 

Janamojaya said, — “For what reason was the adorable Soma 
afflicted with phthisis f How also did l]fe bathe in that tirtha 
How did he, having bathed in that sacred water, regain hi^ 
energy ? Toll me al! this in detail, 0 groat Muni 
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Vaif;ri?iipri\'ana said, — '‘Daksha had seven and twenty 
danghtofs. O king ! Those he bestfAved (in marriage) upon 
ISoina.'^'^ Cl >11 nee ted with the several coDsbellations, tliuse wivcj>, 
O king, nfS>ma of auspicious deeds, served to help meia 
in caleiilating Possessed of largo eyes, all of theni 

wore unrivalled in beaut}- in the world. In wealth of beauty, 
however, ll ilnni was the foremost of tliein ail.^'^ The adorable 
Soma took great delight in her. She bccaine very agree- 
able to him, and, therefore, ho enjoyed tlic pleasures of her 
company (oxclnsively).'*® In tho.se days of yore, O monarch, 
Soma lived long with Rohii>i (exclusively). For this, those 
other wives of lus, viz., they that were called the constella- 
tions, became displeased with that high-sonled oiie.^^ Repair- 
ing speedily to tlieir sire (Jiahsha), that Lord of creation, 
they said nuto Iiim, — ‘Soma doth not live with us ! Jio always 
payeth court to Rohini only All ol us, tlierel('ro, 0 Lord of 
creatures, sliall dwell b\’ thy side, on regnlatc'd diet and obser- 
vant of austere penances I''*'* Hearing these words of tlieiis, 
I>aksha (saw Soma and) said unto him, — M3(diavo efjnally to- 
wards all thy wive.sl Let not a groat .sin stain tluec Arid 
Daksha then said unto those daughters of his, — 'do, all of yo, 
to tlio prosonce of Cacin. At my command, lie, (otherwise 
called) (vliritidramas, will btdiave (Mjnally towards all of ye 
Disuiissed by him, tlniv then proceeded to the abode of liini 
having. Cool rays. Still the adorable i>onia, O lord of Earth, 
C‘)ntin.ucd to act as bof.>ro, for pleased witli Rohini alone, lie 
continued to live with her exclusively.®^ His other wives then 
mice more came together to their sire and said unto him, — 
‘Employed in .serving thee, wo will dwell in thy asylum ! Soma 
does not live with ns and is iinmindfui of thy commands 
IToaring thc.se words of theirs, lAak.sha once more said unto 
Soma. — ‘Behave e([iially toward.s all thy wives ! Let me not, 
O Viroohana, course thcc Disregarding, however, tlicse 
words of Dakslia, the adornblo Soma contiTiued to live with 
Rohini alone, At thi.s^, his other wivi;s becamo once more 
angry.®* Repairing to^their .sire, they bowed nnto him by 
lowering tiioir head.s, and said.— ‘S^iina doth not li\ e with ns ! 
Uive u.s thy protection The ‘admirable Chandramas always 
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lives with Rohiiii exclusively ! He sets no importance to thy 
words, and docs not wisli to show us any affection ! Therefore, 
save us so that Soma may accept us all Hearing these 
words, the adorable DaksHa, 0 king, became angry and in 
consequence thereof hurled the curse of phthisis upon Soma. 
Thus did that disease overtake tlio Lord of the stars.*^ Afflict- 
ed with phthisis, Ca^in began to Avaste aAvay day by day. Ho 
made many ciKloavours fur freeing himself from that disease*^* 
by perfurming diverse sacrifices, O monarch 1 The maker of 
night, however, could not. free himself from that curse. Ou 
the other liand, he continued to endure Avasto and emacia- 
tion.*^ In consequence, however, of the Avasting of Soma, the 
deciduous herbs failed to groAV. Their juices dried up and 
they became tasteless, and all of tliem became deprived of 
their virtues.®^ And in consequence of this decadence of the 
dociduoiis herbs, living creatures also began to decay. Indeed, 
oAving to the wasting of Soma, all creatures began to bo 
emaciated.®^ Thou all tlio celestials, coming to Soma, O 
king, asked him, saying, — ‘Why is it tliat thy form is not 
so beautiful and resplendent (as before) ? Tell us’ the reason 
whence hath proceeded this great calamity Hearing tliy 
answer, wo shall do what is needed fur dippelliiig thy lear !’ 
Thus adtlr essed, the god having the Imre for his mark, replied 
unto them and informed them of the cause (.)f the enrsc and i)f 
the phthisi.s» with Avhich he Avas aliiicted.®^ 'J lie go*ds then, hav- 
ing heard those Avords, nipairod to I)ak.sha and said, — ‘Be grati- 
fied, 0 adorable one, Avith Soma ! Let tliis curse of thine bo 
Avibhdrawn Chandrarnas is very emaciated 1 Only a small 
portion of his may be seen 1 In consctjuenco of his Avasting, 
O Lord of the celestials, ail creatures also are Avasting ! Cree- 
pers and herbs of diverse kinds are also Avasting I®* In tlieir 
Avasto Ave ourselvo.A also arc suffering emaciation! W itliuut 
iis, Avhat will this universe be ? KuoAving this, 0 master of 
the universe, it behoveth thee to be gratified (with Soxna) ! ®* 
— Thus addressed, (Daksha) that Lord of creatures, said these 
AVord.s unto the ^elostiais; — ‘It is iiipossiblc to make my 
Avords become otherwise By some contrivance, hoAvever, 
yc blessed one 5 , my wjrds miy be withdrawn!. Let CacUAi 
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always behave equally towards all his wives Having bathed 
also in that foremost of tirihas on*Hhe Saraswati, the god 
having the hare for his mark shall, ye gods, grow once more? 
These words of mine are true Fof half the month Soma shall 
wane every day, and for half the month (following) he will 
wax every day ! Tliesc words of mine are true 1^® Proceeding 
to the western Ocean at the spot where the Saraswati mingWs 
with the Ocean, that vast receptable qf waters, let him adore 
that God of gods (Mahadeva; there 1 Ho will then regain his 
form and beauty At this command of tlic (celestial) Rislii 
(Daksha), Soma then proceeded to the Saraswati. He arrived 
at that foremost of tirtkas called Rrabhufia belonging to tho 
Saraswati.^* Bathing there on the dav of the new moon, that 
god of great energy and great effulgence got back his cool 
rays and continued once more to illumine the worlds/® All 
the creatures also, 0 monarch, having repaired to Prabhasa, 
returned with Soma amongst them to the place whore Daksha 
was."^* (Receiving them duly) that Lord of creatures then 
dismissed them. Pleased with Soma, the adorable Daksha oncer 
more addressed him, saying,^® — ‘Do not, O sotJ, disregard 
women, and never disregard Brahmanas ! Go, and attentively 
obey rny commands Dismissed by him, Soma came back 
to his own abode. All creatures, filled with joy, continued to 
live as before.'^ I have thus told thee everything about how 
the maker of the night had been cursed, and how also Prabhasa 
became the foremost of all tirthds,'^^ On every securring day 
of the new moon, 0 monarch, the god having tlio hare for his^ 
mark bathes iji the excellent tirtka of Prabhasa and regains his 
form and beauty/® It is for this reason, 0 lord of Earth, that 
that tirtka is known by the name of Prabhasa, sinee bathing 
there, Chandramas regained his great (Prahkd) effuljg^nce.®^ 
After this, the mighty Valadeva of undecay iug glory pro- 
ceeded to Ghamasodbheda^ that is to that tirtka which is called 
by that name.®* Giving away many costly gifts at that place, 
the hero having the plough fur his weapon passed one night 
there and performed hts feblutions duly.®® The elder brother of 
Ke^ava then proceeded quickly to Udapdna. Although the 
Saraswati iiccMJ.'; Do be lost there, yet persons crowned with 
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ascetic success, in consecjTionce of tlieir obtaining great merits 
and great blessedness at that, spot, and owing also to the cool- 
ness of the herbs and of th5 land there, know that the river 
has an invisible current, 0 monarch, through the bowels of 
th« Earth there.’'*'“^* 


SKCTlO^- XXXVI. 

Vai(;ampayana said, — ‘ Valadeva, (as already said) proceed- 
ed next to the tirtha called Udapana in the Saraswati, that 
had formerly been the residonco, 0 king, of the illustrious 
(ascetic) Trita.‘ Having triven away much wealth and w'or- 
shipped the Brilhrnanas, the hero liaving the plough for his 
weapon bathed there and became filled with joy.* Devoted to 
righteousness, the great ascetic Trita had lived there. While 
in a hole, that high-soulod erne had drunk the Soma juice.* 
His two brothers, dashing him down into that pit, had re- 
turned to their homo. That foremost of Brahmanas, viz., 
Trita, had thereupon cursed them both.”^ 

Janamejaya said,— *’What is the origin of Udapaiia? How 
did the great ascetic (Trita) fall into a pit there ? Why was 
that foremost if Brahmanas thrown into that pit by his 
brothers How did his brothers, after throwdug him into that 
hole, return to their home ? How did Trita p'.rform his sacri- 
fice, and hosv did he drink Soma ? Tell me all this, 0 Brah- 
mana, if thou thinkest that I can listen to it without impro- 
priety 

Vaicampfiyana continued, — 'In a former Ynga, 0 king, 
there were throe brothers that were ascetics. They were called 
Ekata Dwita, and Trita, and all three >vcro endued with efful- 
gence like that of the Sun/ They w^ere like Lords of the 
creation and were blessed with children. Uttcrers of Brahma, 
they had. by their penances, acquired the privilege of attain- 
ing to the regions of lirahinau (after death).* With their 
panances, vows, and self-restraint, th4r,sire Gautama, who 
was ever devoted to virtue, bfecanio highly and always pleased 
with them.* Having obtained great joy in consequence of hia 
agns, the aiorable U-Vutanaa, after passing a long life here, 
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went at last to tlio region (in the othdf world) that was fit for 
him.'® Those kings, however, 0 monarch, that had been the 
Yajamdnas of Gautama, contimiefl to worship Gautama’s sons 
after the sire had proceeded to heaven.^ Amo]igst them, how- 
ever, Trita, by liis acts and study (of the Vedas), 0 king, be- 
came the foremost, even like his sire Gautama,'* Then all Ijie 
highly blessed ascetics, characterised by righteousness, began 
to worship Trita as they had worsliipcd his sire Gautama before 
him/* Once upon a time, the two brothers Etaka and Dwita 
thought of performing a sacrifice and became anxious for 
wealth/* The plan they formed, O scorcher of foes, was to 
take Trita with them, and calling upon all their Ynjamdnas 
and collecting the ‘ needful number of animals,'* they would 
joyfully drink the i'oma juice and acijuire the great merits of 
sacrifice. The three brothers then, 0 monarch, did as settled.'* 
Calling upm all their for (obtaining) animals, and 

assisting them in their sacrifices and receiving a large number 
of animals from them, and having duly accepted tliom in gift 
in consequence (jf those priestly services which they ren- 
dered, those high-soulod and great lilshis came towards tlie 
East.*’”'* Trita, 0 king, with a cheerful heart was walking 
before tliem. Ekata and ])wita were in liis roar, bringing 
np the animals/* Echolding that large herd of animals, 
they began to retleot as to liow they two could appropriate 
that property witlnjiit giving a share unto Trita.*® Hear, 
0 king, what those two sinful wretches, viz., Ekata and 
Dwita, said while conversing with cacli otiicr They said, — 

‘Trita is skilled in assisting at sacrifices. Trita is devoted to 
the Vedas. Trita is capable of earning many othpr kine.®* 
Let us two, therefore, go away, taking the kiiie with us ! Let 
Trita go whithersoever ho chooses, without being in our com- 
pany I’** As they proceeded, niglit came upon them on the 
way. They then saw a wolf before them. Not far from that 
spot was a doe^ hole on the bank of the Saraswati.®* Trita, 
who was in advance his brothers, seeing the wolf, ran in 
fright and fell into that hole.** That hole was fathomless and 
terrible and capable of inspiring all creatures with fear. Then 
Tiiba, 0 l/og, that , best of as*cetics; from within that hole, 
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began to utter wailA of woj. His two brothers heard his cries.** 
Understanding that he had fallen into a pit, his brothers 
Ekata and Dwita, moved fear of the wolf as also by 

temptation, went on, deserting their brother.** Thus deserted 
by his two brothers who were moved by the temptation of 
appropriating those animals, the great ascetic Trita, O king, 
while within that lonely well covered with dust** and herbs 
and creepers, thought himself plunged, 0 chief of the Bhara- 
tas, into hell itself ’like a sinful wretch.** He feared to die 
inasmuch as he had not earned the merit of drinking the Soma, 
juice. Possessed of great wisdom, he began to reflect with the 
aid of his intelligence as to how he could succeed in drinking 
Soyna even there.*® While thinking on that subject, the great 
ascetic, standing in that pit, beheld a creeper hanging down 
into it in co-urse of its growth.*^ Although the pit was dry, 
the sage imagined the existence of water and of sacrificial fires 
there. Constituting himself the Hotri (in imagination),** the 
great ascetic imagined the creeper he saw to be the Soma plant. 
He then mentally uttered the Ricks, the Yayiishcs and tho 
Samans (that were neccessary for the performance of a sacri- 
fice).*** The pebbles (tying at the bottom of the well) Trita 
converted into grains of sugar (in imagination). He then, 
0 king, (mentally) performed his ablutions. He conceived the 
water (he had imagined) to be clarified butter. * He allotted 
to the celestials their respective shares (of those sacrificial 
offerings). Having next (mentally) drunk Soma, he began 
to utter a loud noise. Those sounds, O king, first uttered 
by the sacrificing Rishi, penetrated into heaven, and Trita 
completed that sacrifice after the manner laid down by 
utterers of Brahma** During the progress of that sacrifice 
of the high-souled Trita, the whole region of the celestials 
became agitated. None knew, however, the cause. Vrihas- 
pati (the preceptor of the gods) heard that loud noise (made 
by Trita).** The priest of the celestials said unto the latter, — 
Trita Is performing a sacrifice. We musjf go there, ye gods 1*^ 
Endued with great ascetic merit, if angry, he is competent to 
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create other gods — Hearing the^ words of Vrihaspati, all 
the gods, united together, repaired to that spot where the 
sacrifice of Trita was going on.*’ Having proceeded to that 
spot, the gods beheld the high-soiiled Trita installed in the 
performance of his sacrifice.'*® Beholding that high-souled one 
resplendent with beauty, the gods addressed him, saying, — 
*W0 have come hither for our shares (in thy offerings) — 
The Jiiski said unto them, — ‘Behold me, ye denizens of heaven, 
fallen into this terrible well, almost deprived of my senses P* 
Then Trita, 0 monarch, duly gave unto them their shares with 
proper mantras. The gods took them and became very glad.** 
Having duly obtained their allotted shares, the denizens of 
heaven, gratified with him, gave him such boons as he desired.*® 
The boon, however, that he solicited was that the gods should 
'relieve him from his distressful situation (in the .well).** He 
also said, — ‘Let him that bathes in this well, have the end that 
is attained by persons that have drunk Soma !’** At these 
words, 0 king, the Saraswati wuth her waves appeared within 
that well, liaised aloft by her, Trita came up and worshipped 
the denizens of heaven.*’ The gods then said unto him, — ‘Be 
it as thou wishest !' All of them then, 0 king, went to the 
place whence they had come, and Trita, filled witli joy, proceed- 
ed to his own abode.** Meeting with those two Rishis, viz., his 
brothers, he became enraged with them. Possessed of great 
ascetic merit, he said certain harsh words unto them and cursed 
them, saying,*®— SSiuce, moved by covotousiiess, ye ran away, 
ileserting me, therefore, ye shall become fierce wolves' with 
sharp teeth and range the forest, cursed by me in consequence of 
that sinful act of yours 1*® The offspring also that ye shall have 
will consist of leopards and bears and apes !' After Trita had 
said these words, 0 monarch, his two brothers were seen to be 
very soon transformed into those shapes in consequence of the 
words of that truthful sage.** Of immeasurable prowess, Vala- 
deva touched the waters of Udapana. And he gave away diverse 
kinds of wealth therq and worshipped many Brahmanas.** Be- 
holding Udapana and applauding it repeatedly, Valadeva next 
proceed'sd to which also was on the Sarasvvati/'”^ 
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Vai(;aTnpayana said, — “Then Valadeva, 0 king, proceeded 
to Vina^ana where the Saraswati hath become invisible in con^ 
aenjUGnce of her contempt for Cudras and Abhiras/ And since 
the Saraswati, in consequence of such contempt, is lost at 
that spot, the Rishis, for that reason, 0 chief of the Bharatas, 
always name the place as Vinacmia,^ Having bathed in 
that tirtlia of the Saraswati, the mighty Valadeva then pro- 
ceeded to Subhumika situate on the excellent bank of the same 
river.* There many fair-complexioned of beautiful 

faces, are always engaged in sports of a pure character with- 
out any intermission.* The gods and the Gandliarvas, every 
month, 0 ruler of men, repair to that sacred tirtha which is the 
resort of Brahman himself® The Gandharvas and diverse 
tribos of A|Ksyeras are to be seen there, 0 king, assembled 
together and passing the time as happily as they like.® There 
the gods and the Fitris, sport in jo 3 % with sacred and aus- 
picious flowers repeatedly rained over them,’^ and all the 
creepers also were adorned with dowery loads. And because, 
0 king, that spot is the beautiful sporting ground of those 
Apsaras, therefore is that tirtha on the excellent bank of 
the Saraswati called /Sw.6/mmi/ca.® Valadeva (f Madhu’s race, 
having bathed in that tirtha and given away much wealth 
unto the Brahmanas, heard the sound of those celestial songs 
and musical instruments,’ lie also saw there many shadows 
of gods, GandkarvaSy and Rdkshasas, The son of Rohini then 
proceeded to the tirtha of the OandharvasF There many 
OandharvaSy headed by Vi^wavasu and possessed of asccticr 
merit, pas.s their time in dance and song of the most charm- 
ing kind." Giving away diverse kinds of wealth unto the 
Brahmanas, as also goats and sheep and kine and mules and 
camels and gold and ‘silver,** and feeding many Brahmanas 
and gratifying tlieiu w'th many costly |[ift3 that were desired 
by them, Valadeva of Mudhu's race proceeded thence, accom- 
panied by many Brahmanas and eulogised by them,‘* Leaving, 
that tirtha resorted to by GandliQrvaSt that mighty-araacA 
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chastiser of foes, having but one ej^-ring, then proceeded to 

the famous tirtha called Gargacrofa.^^ There, in that sacred 
tirtha of the Saraswati, the illustrious Garga of venerable 
years and soul cleansed by ascetic penances, 0 Janatnejaya, 
had acquired a knowledge of Time and its course, of the devia- 
tions of luminous bodies (in the firmament), and of all aus- 
picious and inauspicious portents.^*"* * That tirtha^ for this 
reason, came to be called after his name as Gargacrota. There, 

O king, highly blessed liishis of excellent vows always waited 
upon Garga, 0 lord, for obtaining a knowledge of Time/^* 
Smeared with white sandal-paste 0 king, Valadeva, repairing 
to that tirtha, duly gave away wealth unto many ascetics of 
cleansed souls.^* Having given also many kinds of costly 
viands unto the Brahmanas, that illustrious one attired in blue 
robes then proceeded to the tirtha called Cankba.** There, 
on the bank of the Saraswati, that mighty hero having the 
palmyra on his banner beheld a gigantic tree, called Mahd- 
(ankha, tall as Mem, looking like the White-mountain, and 
resorted to by many Ri.shis,'^ There dwell Yakshas, and 
VidyadharaSy and Ildicshasas of immeasurable energy, and 
Fifdchas of immeasurable might, and Siddhas, numbering in 
thousands.** All of them, abandoning other kinds of food, 
observe vows and regulations, and take at due seasons the 
fruits of that lord of the forest for their sustenance and wander 
in separate bands, unseen by men, O foremost of human 
beings ! That monarch of the forest, 0 king, is known for this 
throughout the world !**'** That tree is the cause of this cele- 
brated and sacred tirtha in the Saraswati. Having given away 
in that tirtha many milch cows, and vessels of copper and iron, 
and diverse kinds of other vessels, that tiger of Yadu*s race,** 
viz., Valadeva, having the plough for his weapon, worshipped the 
Brahmanas and was worshipped by them in return. He then, 
0 king, proceeded to the Dwaita lake.** Arrived there, Vala 
saw diverse kinds of ascetics in diverse kinds of attire. Bath- 



♦ waa a cftlebrated astronomer and astrologer of ancient India. 

Certaui horoscopes left by him have furnished Oriental scholars with 
imporUafc landmaiki on the sutoct of Hindoo chronology.~T 
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ing in its waters, he worshipped the Brahmanas.** Having 
given away unto the Brahmanas diverse articles of enjoyment 
in profusion, Valadeva then, 0 king, proceeded along the 
southern bank of the Saraswati.*^ The mighty armed and 
illustrious Rama of virtuous soul and unfading glory then 
proceeded to the tirtha called Ndgadhanivdna^* Swarming 
Ifith numerous snakes, 0 monarch, it was the abode of Vasuki 
of great splendour, the king of the snakes. There four and 
ten thousand Risliis also had their permanent home.** The 
celestials, having come there (in days of yore), had, according to 
due rites, installed the excellent snake Vasuki as king of all 
the snakes. There is no fear of snakes in that place, 0 thou 
of Kuru 3 race !** Duly giving away many valuables there unto 
the Brahmaiias, Valadeva then set out with face towards the 
east and peached, one after another hundreds and thousands of 
famous tirthas that occurred at every step.*^ Bathing in all 
those tirthas, and observing fasts and other vows as directed 
by the Rishis, and giving away wealth in profusion, ** and 
saluting all the ascetics who had taken up their residence 
there, Valadeva once more set out, along the way that those 
ascetics pointed out to him, for reaching that spot where the 
Saraswati'* turns in an eastward direction, like torrents of rain 
bent by the action of the wind. The river took that course for 
beholding the high-souled Rishis dwelling in the forest of 
Naimisha.** Always smeared with white sandal-paste, Vala, 
having the plough for his weapon, beholding that foremost of 
rivers change her course, became, 0 king, filled with wonder.”** 

Janamejaya said, — “Why, 0 Brahniana, did the Saraswati 
bend her course there in an easterly direction ? 0 best of 

Addharyibs, it behoveth thee to tell me everything relating to 
this !*• For what reason was that delighter of the Yadus filled 
with wonder ? Why, indeed, did that foremost of rivers thus 
alter her course ?”** 

Vai 9 ampayantt said, — “Formerly, in the Krita age, 0 king, 
the ascetics dwelling in Naimisha \^ere engaged in a grand 
sacrifice extending for twelve years.** *Many were the Rxshis, 
0 king, that Came to that sacrifice. Passing their days, accord- 
ing to due rites, in the perf^jrmance of that sacrifice, these 
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highly blessed ones,** after the completion of that twelve years, 
sacrifice at Naimisha, set out in large numbers for sojurning 
to tirthas^^ In consequence of the pumber of the Hishis, O 
king, the tirthas on the southern banks of the Saraswati all 
looked like towns and cities/* Those foremost of Brahmanas, 
O tiger among men, in consequence of their eagerness for en- 
joying the merits of tlrtkaSy took up their abodes on the banlc 
of the river up to the site of Sainantapanchaka/* The whole 
region seemed to resound with the loud Vedic recitations of 
those Hishis of cleansed souls, all employed in pouring liba- 
tions on sacrificial fires/* That foremost of rivers looked 
exceedingly beautiful with those blazing horna fires all around, 
over which those high-souled ascetics poured libations of clari- 
fied butter/* VdWchillyas and Acmakidtas, Dantolidchali- 
7ias, Sainprakshydnas and other ascetics/** as also those that 
subsisted on air, and those that lived on water, and those that 
lived on dry leaves of trees, and diverse others that were obser- 
vant of diverse kinds of vows, and those that foreswore beds 
for the bare and hard earth/® all came to that spot in the 
vicinity of the Saraswati. And they made that foremost of 
rivers exceedingly beautiful, like the celestials beautifying 
(with their presence) the heavenly stream called Mandakini/^ 
Hundreds upon hundreds of RMis, all given to the observance 
of sacrifices, came thither. Those practicers of high vows, 
however, failed to find sufficient room on the banks of the Sara- 
swati.** Measuring small plots of land with their sacred threads, 
they performed their Aejnihotras and diverse other rites/* The 
river Saraswati beheld, 0 monarch, that large body of Rishis 
penetrated with despair and plunged into anxiety (for want of a 
broad thirtha whoreiii to perform their rites. For their sake,^ 
that foremost of streams came there, having made many abodes 
for herself in that spot, through kindness for those Rishis of 


• The first were‘^di?niruitiv 0 little creatures, not bij,^ger than the 
thumb; the second were proh!ibly those that husked their corn with 
only two pieces • f atone without using the usual conveiiienb appliances ; 

third that lived on raw corn, usinj; tbeir teeth for husk- 

Hi- it. 1 luiv^ w'j idea oi who the were.—T, 
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sacred penances, 0 JanamejaYal*^ Having thus, 0 monarch, 
turned her course for their sake, the Saraswati, that foremost 
of rivers, once more flowed in a westerly direction,** as if she 
said,-*-! must go hence, having prevented the arrival of these 
Rishis from becoming futile !* This wonderful feat, 0 king, 
was accomplished there by that great river.** Even thus those 
ilgceptacles of water, 0 king, were formed in Naimisha. There, 
at Kuriikshetra, 0 foremost one of Kuril s race, do thou per- 
form grand sacrifices and rites !*^ Beholding those many 
receptacles of water and seeing that foremost of rivers turn 
her course, wonder filled the heart of the high-soulcd Rama.** 
Bathing in those tirthas duly and giving away wealth and 
diverse other articles of enjoyment unto the Brahmanas, that 
delighter of Yadu s race** also gave away diverse kinds of 
food And, diverse desirable articles unto them. Worshipped 
by those regenerate ones, Vala, 0 king, then set out from that 
foremost of all tirthas on the Saraswati, (viz., Saiita-Sdra- 
swat). Numerous feathery creatures have their home there. 
And it abounded with Vadari, Inguda, Kdrmaryya, Plaksha, 
Afwattha, Vihhitaka, Kakkola, PaliigUf Karira, Pilii, and 
diverse other kinds of trees that grow on the banks of the 
Saraswati.* '“** And it was adorned with forests of Karushakas, 
Vilwas, and Amrdtakas, and Atiimiktas and Kashandas and 
Pdrijdtas.*^ Agreeable to the sight and most charming, it 
abounded with forests of plaintains. And it kvas resorted to by 
diverse tribes of ascetics, some living on air, some on water, 
some on fruit, some on leaves, some on raw grain which they 
husked with the aid only of stones, and some that were called 
Vdneyas. And it resounded with the cliaunting of the Vedas, 
and teemed with diverse kinds of animals.*^"'* And it was the 
favourite abode of men without malice and devoted to righte- 
ousness, Valadova. having the plough for his weapon, arrived 
at that tirtha, crlled the Sa2:>ta-SdraswaU where the great 
ascetic Mankanaka had performed his penances and became 
crowned with succiss/’^® 
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Section XXXVIII. 

Janamejaya said, — “Why was that iirtlia called Sapta-Sdra* 
sivat ? Who was the ascetic Mankanaka ? How did that 
adorable one become crowned with success ? What were hia 
vows and observances In whose race was he born ? What 
books did that best of regenerate ones study ? I desire to hoar 
all this, 0 foremost of regenerate ones T'* 

Vai(jampayana said,- — “0 king, the seven Saraswatis cover 
this Universe ! Whithersoever the Saraswati was summoned 
by persons of great energy, thither she made her appearance.* 
These are the seven forms of the Saraswati, viz., Suprabha, 
Kanchanakshi, Vi(;ala, Manorama, Oghavati, Surenu, and 
Vimalodaka.* The Supreme Grandsire had at one tjme' per- 
formed a great sacrifice. While that sacrifice was in course 
of performance on the ground selected, many regenerate ones 
crowned with ascetic success came there.* The spot resounded 
with the recitation of sacred hymns and the chaunting of the 
Vedas, In the matter of those sacrificial rites, the very gods 
lost their coolness, (so grand were the preparations).* There, 
O monarch, while the Grandsire was installed in the sacrifice 
and was performing the grand ceremony capable of bestowing 
prosperity and every wish,^ many notable ones conversant 
with righteousness and profit were present. As soon as they 
thought of the articles, of which they stood in need, these, 0 
monarch, immediately appeared before the regenerate ones 
(among the guests) that came there.* The Gandharvas sang 
and the diverse tribes of Apsaras danced. And they played 
upon many celestial instruments for all the time.* The wealth 
of provisions procured in that sacrifice satisfied the very 
gods. What shall I say then of human beings ? The very 
celestials became filled with wonder!’® During the conti- 
nuance of that sacrifice at Pushkara and in the presence of 
the Grandsire, the Rishis, 0 king, said, — ‘This sacrifice can- 
not be said to possess' liigh attributes,** since that foremost 
of rivers, x iz, Saraswati, is not to be seen here !' — Hearing 
iikose v;oi'ds, the divine Brahman cheerfully thought of Sara- 
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swati.** Summoned ali P^ahkara by the Orandsire engaged in 
the porformance of a sacrifice, Saraswati, 0 king, appeared 
there, under the name of Suprabha.** Beholding Saraswati 
quickly pay that regard to the Grandsire, the Munis esteem- 
ed that sacrifice highly. Even thus that foremost of rivers, 
viz., the Saraswati, made her appearance at Pushkara for 
the* sake of the Grandsire and for gratifying the Munis,^^ (At 
another time), O king, many Munis, mustering together at 
Naimisha, took up their residence there. Delightful disquisi- 
tions occurred among them, O king, about the* Vedas.^^ There 
where those Munis, conversant with diverse scriptures, took 
up their abode, there they thought of the Saraswati.” Thus 
thought of, O monarch, by those llishis performing a sacrifice, 
the highly blessed and sacred Saraswafci, for rendering assistance, 
O king/to^hosc high-soulod Munis assembled together, made 
her appearance at Naimisha and came to be called Kancha- 
nakshi.”'” That foremost of rivers, worshipped by all, thus 
came there, 0 Bharafca ! While (king) Gaya was engaged in 
the performance of a great sacrifice at Gaya.*® the foremost of 
rivers, Saraswati, summoned at Gaya’s sacrifice, (made her 
appearance there). The Rishis of rigid vows that were there, 
named this form of hers at Gaya as Vi 9 riiri.®* That river of 
swift current flows from the sides of Himavat. Ouddalaka 
had also, 0 Bhavata, performed a sacrifice.** A large con- 
course of Munis had been gathered there. It was on that 
sacred region, viz.,, the northern part of Koijala, 0 king, that 
that sacrifice of the high-souled Ouddalaka was performed.** 
Before OudJalaka began his sacrifice, he had thought of the 
Saraswati. That foremost of rivers came to that region for 
the sake of those Hishis^*‘ Worshipped by all those Munis 
clad in barks and deer-skins, she became known by the name of 
Manorama as those Rishis mentally called hcr.*‘ While, again, 
the high-souled Kuru vvas engaged in a sacrifice at Kuru- 
kshetra, that foremost of rivers, the highly blessed Saraswati; 
made her appearance there.** Summoned, 0 monarch, by the 
high-souled Vanish tha (who assisted Kuru in his sacrifice), 
the Saraswati, full of celestial water, appeared at Kiirukshetra 
under the name of Oghavati,*’ Dak^ia at^one time performed 
20 
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a 5aorific« at the source of Gang 5. The Saraswati appeared 
there under the name of the fast flowing Surenu.*** Once 
again, while Brahman was engaged in a sacrifice on the sacred 
forest of the Himavat mountains, the adorable Saraswati; sum- 
moned (by him), appeared there.** All these seven forms then 
came and joined together in that tirtha where Valadeva came. 
And because the seven mingled together at that spot, therefore 
is that tirtha known on Earth by the name of Sapta-sara- 
-sxoiil}^ Thus have I told thee of the seven Saraswatis, ac- 
cording to their names. I have also told thee of the sacred 
tirtha called Sapta-sdraswat*^ Liston now to a groat feat of 
Mankanaka, who had from his youth led the life of a Brahraa^ 
chdrin. While employed in performing his ablutions in the 
river,** he beheld (one day), 0 Bharata, a woman of faultless 
limbs and fair brows, bathing in the river at will, her person 
\incovered. At this sight, 0 monarch, the vital seed of the 
liuhi fell unto the Saraswati.** The great ascetic took it up 
and placed it within his earthen pot. Kept within that vessel, 
the fluid became divided into seven parts.** From those seven 
portions were born seven RishiSt from whom sprung the (nine 
and forty) Maruts. The seven Rishis were named Vayuvega, 
Vavuhan, Vayuin<aiu]ala,®‘ Vayiijata, Vayuretas, and Vayu- 
cliakra of great energy. Thus were born these progenitors of 
the diverse Marats*^ Hear now a more wonderful thing, 
O king, a fact exceedingly marvellous on Earth, about the 
conduct of that great Rishiy which is well known in the three 
worlds.®^ In days of yore, after Mankanaka had become crown- 
ed with success, 0 king, his hand, on one occasion, became 
pierced with a Kugd blade. Thereupon a vegetable juice came 
out of tiie wound (and not red blood).” Seeing that vege- 
table juice, the Rishi became filled with joy and danced about 

♦ Afer the 25th verse, almost all the editions have a single line, 
noticed by Nihkantha in his glo8J», about the Surenu, It is evidently 
an interpolation. In the first enumeration of the seven Saraswatis, 
Sureiiu comes a/ter OghjivUti. The occurrence of this one line, therefore, 
mentioning Surenu before Oghavati, and aesigning it a place different 
from that Which is assigned to it in verse 29, leaves little room for doubh 
it is iuterpolatieu. ^X. 
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oti the spot. Seeing iiim dance, all mobile and immobile 
creatures, 0 hero, stupified by his energy, began to dance.*^ 
Then the gods with Brahman at their head, and the liishis 
posselsedof wealth of asceticism, O king, all went to Maha^ 
deva and informed him of the act of the liishi (Man kanaka). 
And they said unto him, — ‘It behoveth thee, 0 god, to do that 
wliich may prevent the Rishi from dancing — Then Maha^ 
deva, seeing the RisHi filled with great joy, and moved by the 
desire of doing good unto the gods, addressed him, saying,*^ — 
‘Why, 0 Brahmana, dost thou datice in this way, acquainted 
as thou art with tliy duties ? What grave cause is there for 
such joy of thine, 0 sage, that, ascetic as thou art, 0 best of 
Brilhrnanas, ami walking as thou dost along the path of virtue 
thou ahouldsfc act in this way?’** 

“The RlskL said, — ‘Why, seest thou not, O Bhahmana, 
that a vegetable juice is flowing from this wound of mine ? 
Seeing tliis, 0 lord, I am dancing in great joy !’*• Laughing at 
the Rishi who was stupified by passion, the god said. — T do not, 
O Brahmana, at all wonder at this ! Behold me !’** — -Havine 
said this unto that foremost of Riskisy Mahadeva of great in- 
telligence struck his thumb with the end of one of his fingers.**' 
Thereupon, 0 king, ashes, white as snow, came out of that 
wound. Seeing this, the Rishl became ashamed, 0 monarch, 
and fell at the feat of the god.** He understood the god to 
be none else than Mahadeva. Filled with wonder, he said, — *£ 
do nob think that thou art any one else than Rudra, that great 
and Supreme being !*’ 0 vvieldor of the trident, thou art the 

refuge of this universe consisting of gods and Amvas ! The 
wise say that this universe hath been created by thee!** 
At the universal destruction, everything once more enters thee \ 
Thou art incapable of being known by the gods, how then 
canst thou bo known by me ?** All forma of being that are 
in the universe are seen in thee ! The goda with Brahman at 
their head worship thy boon-giving self, 0 sinless one !•• Thou 
art everything ! Thou art the creator the gods and it was 
thou who hadsfe caused them to be created! Through thy 
grace, the gods pas.s their time in joy and perfect fearlessue.ss 1’ 
Having praised Mahadeva in thie manner, the bower! 
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— *Let not this absence of gravity, ridiculous in the 
extreme, that I displayed, 0 god, destroy my ascetic merit I 
I pray to thee for this !’•* — The god, with a cheerful heart, once 
more said unto him, — ‘Let thy asceticism increase a thousand- 
fold, 0 Brahmana, through my grace ! I shall also always dwell 
with thee in this asylum !•* The man that will worship me in 
this tirtha, viz,, Sapta-saraswat, there will be nothing unattain- 
able by him here or hereafter. Without doubt, such a one shall 
go to the region called Saraswat (in heaven), after death Even 
this the history of Miinkanaka of abundant energy. He was a 
son begotten by the god of wind upon (the lady) Sukanya.”*^ 


skctiun xxxrx. 

Vaigampayana said,— -‘Having passed one night there, 
Rama, having the plough for his weapon, worshipped the 
dwellers of that tirtha and showed his regard for Mankanaka.‘ 
Having given wealth unto the BiTinianas, and passed the night 
there, the hero having the plough for his weapon was wor- 
shipped by the Munis. Rising up in the morning,® he took 
leave of all the ascetics, and having touched the sacred water, 
0 Bharata, set out quickly for other tirthas.^ Valadeva then 
went to the tirtha known by the name of Uganas. It is also 
called Kapalamochana, Formerly, Rama (the son of Daga- 
ratha) slew a RiTikshas^a and hurled his head to a great distance. 
That head, 0 king, fell upon the thigh of a great sage named 
Mahodara and stuck to it. Bathing in this tirtha, the, great 
Rishi became freed frem that burthen. Tbe high-souled Kavi 
(Cukra) had performed his ascetic penances there.*'* It was 
there that the whole science of politics and morals (that goes 
by Cukra s name) appeared to him by inward light. While 
residing there, Cukra meditated upon the war of the Daityas 
and the Danavas (with the gods).* Arrived at that foremost 
of tiri/ias, ^Valadeva, 0 king, duly made presents unto the 
high-souled Brahmana|/'' 

Janamejaya said, — ^“Why is it called Kapalamochana, where 
the great ilf uni became freed (from uho Rdkshdsa'si head)? 
For wbat reason and bow did that bead stick unto him ?’** 
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Vai 9 anlpayftna said, -^''Formerly, 0 tiger among kings, tha 
high-.souled Kama (the son of Da 5 aratha) lived (for sometime) 
in the forest of Dandaka, from desire of slaying the Rdksha^, 
•At Janasthana he cut off the head of a wicked-souled 
lidkshasa with a razor-headed shaft of great sharpness. That 
head fell in the deep forest,^® That head, coursing at will, 
(through the welkin) fell upon the thigh of Mahodara while 
the latter was wandering through the woods. Piercing his 
thigh, 0 king, it stuck to it and remained there.“ In conse- 
quence of that head thus sticking to his thigh, the Brahmana 
(Mahodara) of great wisdom could nob (with ease) proceed to 
tirthas and other sacred spots.'* Afflicted with great pain and 
with putrid matter flowing from his thigh, he went to all the 
tirthas of the Earth (one after another), as heard by us.'* fie 
went to all the rivers and to the ocean also. (Nob finding any 
relief), the groat ascetic spoke of his sufferings to many liishia 
of cleansed souls''^ about his having bathed in all the tirthas 
without having found the relief he sought. That foremost of 
Brahmanas then heard from those sages words of high import'^ 
about this foremcat of tirthas situate on the Saraswati, and 
known by the name of IT^anasa, which was represented as 
competent to cleanse from every sin and as an excellent spot 
for attaining to (ascetic) success.** That Brahmana then, 
repairing to rJiat Oiujanasa tirtka, bathed in its waters. Upon 
this, the RrlkshAisas head, leaving the thigh, tell into the water.*^ 
Freed from that (dead) head, the Rishi felt great happiness. As 
regards the head itself, it was lost in the waters.’* Mahodara 
then, 0 king, freed from the Rdkshasaa head, cheerfully re- 
turned, with cleansed soul and all his sins washed away, to hie 
asylum after achieving success.'* The great ascetic, thus freed, 
after returning to his sacred asylum, spoke of what had hap- 
pened to those Jilshis of cleansed souls,*® The assembled 
jRis/iis, haviv.g heard his words, bestowed the name of Kopdla^ 
TYiochana on the iirika^^ The great Rishi Mahodara, repair- 
ing once more to that foremost of tirthas^ drank its water and 
attained to great ascetic success.** He df Madhu’s race, having 
given away much wealth unto the Brahmanas and worshipped 
them, then proceeded to the asylum of Rushangu.** There, 
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0 Bharata, Irshfciahena had in forn>er days undergone the 
austerest of penances. There the great M^imi Vigwamitra 
(who had before been a Kshatriya) became a Brahmana,** 
That great asylum is capable of granting the fruition of every 
wish. It is always, 0 lord, the abode of Munis and Brahm- 
anas.** Valadeva of great beauty, surrounded by Brahmanas, 
then went to that spot, 0 monarch, where Rushangu had, in- 
former days, cast off his body.** Rushangu, 0 Bharata, was an 
old Brahmana who was always devoted to ascetic penances. 
Resolved to cast off his body, he reflected for a long while.*^ 
Endued with great ascetic merit, he then summoned all his 
sons and told them to take him to a spot where water was 
abundant.** Those ascetics, knowing their sire had become 
very old, took that ascetic to a iivthd on the Saraswati.** 
Brought by his sons to the sacred Saraswati containing hun- 
dreds of tirthas and on whoso banks dwelt Rishis unconnected 
with the world, that intelligent ascetic’® of austere penances 
bathed in that tirtha according to duo rites, and conversant as 
that foremost of Rishis was w*.th the merits of tirthas, then 
cheerfully said, 0 tiger among men, unto all his sons who were 
dutifully waiting upon him these words:®* — ‘He that would cast 
off his body on the northern bank of the Saraswati containing 
much water, while employed in mentally reciting sacred man- 
tras, would never again be afflicted with death !’** The righte- 
ous-souled Valadeva, touching the water of that tirtha and 
bathing in it, gave considerable wealth unto the Brahmanas, 
devoted as ho was to them.** Possessed of great might and 
great prowess, Valadeva then proceeded to that tirtha where 
the adorable Grandsire had created the mountains called LokS- 
loka, where that foremost of Rishis, viz., irshtishena of 
rigid vows, 0 thou of Kuru s race, had by austere penances- 
acquired the status of Brahmanhood, where the royal sage 
Sindhudwipa, and the great ascetic Devapi, and the adorable 
and illustrious Muni Vi 9 wamitra of austere penances and fierce 
all acquired a similar status.*'**’** 
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Jayamejaya said, — "Wh/ did the adorable Arshtishena un- 
dergo the austeresfc of penances? How also did Sindhiidwipa 
acquire the status of a Brahmana How also did Devapi, 
0®Brahmana, and how Vicfwamifcra, 0 best of men, acquire 
the same status ? Tell me all this, 0 adorable one ! Great is 
my curiosity to listen to all this!’** 

Vai^ampayana said, — “Formerly, in the Krita age, 0 king, 
there was a foremost of regenerate persons called Jrshtishena, 
Residing in his preceptor s house, he attended to his lessons 
every day.* Although, 0 king, he resided long in the abode 
of his preceptor he could not still acquire the mastery of any 
branch of knowledge or of the Vedas, 0 monarch In great 
disappointment, 0 king, the great ascetic performed very 
austere penances. By his penances he then acquired the mas- 
tery of the Vedas than which there is nothing superior* 
Acquiring great learning and a mastery of the Vedas, that 
foremost of liishis became crowned with success in that tirtha. 
He then be?Aowed three boons on that place.* (Ho said) — 
‘From this day, a person, by bathing in this tirtha of the 
greali river (Saraswati), shall obtain the great fruit of a horse 
sacriftce From this day there will be no fear in this tirtha 
from snakos and wild boasts ! By small exertions, again, one 
shall attain to great results here’'* Having said these words, 
that Maui of great energy proceeded lo heaven. Even thus 
the adorable Arshtishena of great energy became crowned with 
success.* In that very tirtha, in the Krita age, Sindhudwipa 
of great energy, and Devapi also, 0 monarch, had acquired 
the high status of Brahmanhood.*® Similarly Ku9ika*3 son, 
devoted to ascot.lc penances and with his senses under control, 
acquired the statiis of Brahmauhood by practising well- 
directed austerities.'* There was a great Kshatriya, celebrated 
over the world, krown by the name of Gadhi. He had a son 
borji to him, of iho name of Vi^walnitra of great prowees,** 
King Kau^iua became a great ascetic. Possessed of great 
asceUo moritj he wished U install hU sm Yij va ultra' oa 
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his throne/* himself having resolvec^ to cast off his body. 
His subjects, bowing unto him, said, — ‘Thou shouldst not go 
away, 0 thou of great wisdom, but do thou protect us from a 
great fear Thus addressed, Gadhi replied unto his subjects, 
saying, — ‘My son will become the protector of the wide uni- 
verse Having said these words, and placed Vi^wamitra (on 
the throne), Gadhi, O king, went to heaven, and Vi^wamitfa 
became king. He could not, however, protect the Earth with 
even his best exertions.** The king then heard of the existence 
of a great fear of Rakshasas (in his kingdom). With his 
four kinds of forces, he went out of his capital,*^ Having 
proceeded far on his way, he reached the asylum of Va^ishtha. 
His troops, 0 king, caused much mischief there.** The ador- 
able Brahmana Vagishtha, when he came to his asylum, ^law 
the extensive woods in course of destruction.** Thf\t best of 
Rishls, viz., Vagishtha, 0 king, became angry, 0 monarch, 
with Vi 9 wamitra. He commanded his own (homa) cow, say- 
ing, — ‘Create a number of terrible Cavaras Thus addressed, 
the cow created a swarm of men of frightful visages. These 
encountered the army of Vi9vvamitra and began to cause a 
great carnage everywhere.** Seeing this, the troops lied away. 
Vi 9 vvamitra tho son of Gadhi, however, regarding ascetic 
austerities highly efficacious, set his heart upon them.** Iiv 
this foremost of tirthas of the Saraswati, 0 king, he began 
to emaciate his own body by means of vows and fasts with fixed 
resolve.** Ho made water and air and (the fallen) leaves of 
trees his food. He slept on the bare ground, and observed 
other vows (enjoined for ascetics).** The gods made repeated 
attempts for impeding him in the ob.servance of his vows. His 
heart, however, never swerved from the vows (ho head proposed 
to himself ).** Then, having practised diverse kinds of austeri- 
ties with great devotion, the son of Gadhi became like the 
Sun himself in effulgence,** The boon-giving Orandsire, of 
great energy, resolved to grant Vijwamitra, when he bad 
become endued with ascetic merit, the boon the latter desired.*^ 
Tlw boon that Vi9wrvrhitra» solicited waa that he should be 
permitted to become a Brahmana. Brahman, the Orandsire 
o£ all the worlds, said un4^ bait/** Having by 
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his aastero penances acquired the status of Br&hmanbood, 
tl^ illustrious Vi^vvamitra, after the attainment of his wish, 
wandered over the whole E^th like a celestial.^* Giving away 
diverse kinds of wealth in that foremost of tirthas, Rama also 
cheerfully gave away milch cows and vehicles and beds, and 
oriiaraents, and food and driiik of the best kinds, 0 k ng, unto 
many foremost of Brahmanas, after having worshipped them 
duIy.'-®*®‘ Then, 0 king, Rama proceeded to the asylum of 
Vaka which was not very distant from where he was, that asy- 
lum in which, as heard by us, Dalvya-vaka had practised th® 
austeresfc of penances.*’** 


Section XLI. 

VaicjampHyana said, — “That delighter of the Yadus then 
proceeded to the asylum (of Vaka) which resounded with tho 
cha'inting of the Vedas, There the great ascetic, O king, 
named Dalvya-vaka/ poured the kingdom of Dhritarashfra the 
son of Vichitravirya as a libation (on the sacrificial fire). By 
practising very austere penances he em<aciated his own body; 
Endued with great energy, the virtuous llishi, filled* with 
great wrath, (did that aut).* In former times, the Rishia 
residing in the Naimisha forest had performed a sacrifice ex- 
tending for twelve years. In course of thi.t sacrifice, after 
a particular one called Vicwajit had been completed, the 
Rishis set out for the country of the Panchalas.® Arived there, 
they solicited the king for giving them one and twenty strong 
and healthy calves to be given away as Dalcshind (in the 
sacrifice they had completed).^ Dalvya-vaka, however, (call- 
ing those Rishis), said unto them, — ‘Do you divide those 
animals (of mine) among ye ! Giving away these (unto ye), 
I shall solicit a great king (for some) T* Having said so unto 
all those jR left Vaka of great energy, that best of Brahma- 
nas, then proceeded to the abode of Dhritarashtra.* Arrived 
at the presence of king Dhritarashtra,^]3alvya begged soma 
animals of him. That best of kings, however, seeing that 
soma of his kine had died without any cause, angrily said 
unto him,— Wretch of a Brifamana, take, if thou likest^ theao 
21 
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animals that (are dead) !’• Hearing rtiese words, the JRishi, 
conversant wtih duties, tliought, — ‘Alas, cruel are the words 
r/hat have been addressed to me hi the assembly !’® Having 
reliectcd in this straiii, tliat best of Hraluiianas, filled with 
wrath, set his heart up ni the destruction of king Dhriiarash- 
tra.“* Cutting the flesh from off the dead animals, that best 
of sages, having ignited a (sacrificial) fire on the i 'niha of the 
Saraswati, poured those pieces as libations for the destruction 
of king Dhritarilshtra’s kingdom. Observant of rigid vows, 
Ijhe great Da’vya-vaka, O monarch, pourc4 Dhritarashtra’s 
kingdom as a libation on the fire, with the aid of those pieces 
of meat.*^* Upon the commencement of that fierce sacrifice 
according to due rites, the kingdom of Dhritarashtra, 0 mon- 
arch, began to waste a\vay.‘* Indeed, 0 lord, the kingdom of 
that monarch began to waste away even as a large fbrest begins 
to disappear when men proceed to cut it d«)wn with the axe. 
Overtaken by calamities, the kingdom began to lose its pros- 
perity and Seeing his kingdom thus afflict ed, the puis- 

sant monarch, 0 king, became very cheerless and thoughtful.'* 
Consulting with the Brahmanns, he began to make great en- 
deavours for freeing his territories {from affliction). No good, 
however, came of his efforts, for the kingdom continued to 
waste away.'* The king became very cheerless. The Brahmanas 
also, O sinless one, became filled with grief. When at last the 
king failed to save his kingdom,*'^ he asked his counsellers, 
O Janamejaya. (about the remedy). The counsel lers reminded 
bim of the evil he had done in connection with the dead kine.** 
And they said. — ‘The sago Vaka is pouring thy kingdom as a 
libation on the fire with the aid of the flesh (of those animals). 
Thence is this great waste of thy kingdom !** This is the 
, consequence of ascetic rites. Thence is this great calamity ! 
G ), 0 king, and gratify that Rishi by the side of a receptacle 
of water on the bank of the Saraswati \**^ Repairing to 
the bank of the Saraswati, the king falling at his feet and 
touching them with Jits head, joined his hands and said, 0 thou 


* I’oaring a kingdom on the fire tneanfi pouring libations on the fire 
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Bharafca'a race, these words, — ‘I graHfy thee, 0 adorable one, 

fur^a’ e my ofFuuce !*‘ I am a senseless fool, a wretch inspired 
w it. ’n avarice ! art my refuge, thou art my protector,- 

it helijvel.h thee to show rfle thy grace !’*• Beholding him- 
thus overwhelmed with grief and - indulging in lamentations' 
like these, Vaka felt compassion for him and freed his 
kiiigdom.** The Riski became gratified with him, having: 
dismissed his angry feelings. For freeing his kingdom, the^ 
sage again poured libations on the fire/* Having freed the 
kingd >m (fronj calamities) and taken rnatiy animals in gift, 
he became pleased at heart and once more proceeded to the 
Naimisha woods.®* The liberal minnded king Dhritarashtra 
also, of righteous soul, with a cheerful heart, returned to his^ 
own capita! full of pri)sperity.** 

“In that tlrtha^ Yrihashpati also, of great intelligence, for 
the destruction of the Asuras and the prosperity of the deni- 
zens of heaven,*^ poured libations on the sacrificial fire, with, 
the ai<l of flesh. Upon this, the Jsitras began to wa<,te away 
and were destroyed by the gods, inspired with desire of victory, 
in battle.®* Having with due rites given unto the Brahrnanas 
steeds ani elephants and vehicles with mules yoked unto them 
and jewels of gre it value and much wealth and much corn, 
the illnstriou.s and mighty-armed Rama then proceeded, 0 
king, to the called There, 0 monarch, at 

sacrifice of the high-souled Yayati the son of Nahusha, the' 
Saraswuti pri>duced milk and clarified butter.*^ That tiger 
among men, viz., king Yayati, having performed a sacrifice 
there, went cheerfully to heaven and obtained many regions 
of blessedness.** Once again, O bird, king Yayati performed 
a sacrifice there. Beholding his great magnanimity of soul 
and his immutable deviation to herself, the river Saraswati 
gave unto the Bralimanas (invited to that -sacrifice) everything 
for which each of them ciierished only a wish in his heart.** 
That foremost of rive-s gave unto each where he was. amongst? 
th )v«e that were invited to the sacrifice, houses and beds* and 
food of the six different kinds of taste? and diverse other kinds 
of thujgs."* The Brahrnanas regarded those valuable gifti^ 
as made to then by tbo king,. .Cheerfully, they., .praised 
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the monarch and bestowed their auspicious blessings upoa 
him.” The gods and the Gandharvasf- were all pleased with 
the profusion of articles in that sacrifice. As* regards human 
beings, they were filled with wonder at sight of that profusion.** 
The illustrious Valadeva, of soul subdued and restrained and 
cleansed, having the palmyra on his banner, distinguished by 
great righteousness, and ever giving away the most valuable 
things, then proceeded to that iirtha of fierce current called 
Yapisliihdpavdha,***^* 


Section XLII. 

Janamejaya said, — “Why is the current of (the tirtha known 
by the name of ) Va 9 ishthapavaha so rapid ? For what reason 
did the foremost of rivers bear away Vagishtha'?* What, 
0 lord, was the cause of the dispute between Va^ishtha and 
Vigwamifcra? Questioned by me, O tliou of great wisdom, 
tell me all this! I am never satiated with hearing thee!”* 

Vai<jampayana said. — “A great enemity arose between Vi- 
^wamitra and Va^ishtha, 0 Bharata. due to their rivalry in 
respect of ascetic austerities.* The high abode of Vagi-shtha 
was in the tirtha called Sthanu on the eastern bank of the 
Sirasvvati. On the opposite bank was the asylum of the intelli- 
gent Vigwamitra.^ There, in that tirtha, 0 monarch, Sthanu 
(Mahadeva) had practised the austerest penances. Sages still 
speak of those fierce feats.* Having performed a sacrifice there 
and worshipped the river Saraswati, Sthanu established that 
tirtha there. Hence it is known by the name Sthdnu-iirtha, 
O lord.* In that tirtha, the celestials had, in, days of yore, 
0 king, installed Skanda, that slayer of the enemies of the 


♦ MakdddnanityfJ 8, -^certnAn clause* of gifts are called Mahdddna^ 
sHch as horfles, elephants, houses, boats, &Q None but the most super/- 
rior classes of Brahmanas could accept such gifts. The theory is that 
unless the receiver be pur^ cannot but be contaminated by accept- 
ance, To tide day, in frdddka* of Hindoos, such valuable gifts ar# 
not acceptod by good and n«peetable Biihniaoof but ire taken by per* 
Botti whe have lost their iotial po8(tion.^T« 





f jU.TJk PAETA. 


166 


gods, in the supreme eommand of their army.^ Unto that 
tii'tka of the Saraswati^the great Riahi Vi<;wamitra, by the 
aid of his austdVe penances, brought Vai9ishtha. Listen to 
that Ijistory.® The two astetics Vi^wamitra and Va^ishtha, 

0 Bharata, every day challenged each other very earnestly 
in respect of the superiority of their penances.* The great 

Vi^vvarnitra, burning (with jealousy) at sight of the 
energy of Va9ishtha, began to reflect on the matter.*® Though 
devoted to the performance of his duties, this, however, is the 
resolution, 0 ,Bharata, that he formed, viz., — ‘This Saraswati 
shall quickly bring, by force of her current, that foremast 
of ascetics, viz., Va9ishtha, to my presence. After he shall 
have been brought hither, I shall, without doubt, slay that 
foremost of regenerate ones.’***** Having settled this, the 
illustrious and great Rislii Vi9wamitra, with eyes red in wrath, 
thought of that foremost of rivers.** Thus remembered by the 
ascetic, she became exceedingly agitated. The fair lady, how- 
ever, repaired to that Rishi of great energy and great wrath.** 
Pale and trembling, Saraswati, with joined hands, appeared 
before that foremost of sages.** Indeed, the lady was much 
aiflicted with grief, even like a woman who has lost her mighty 
lord. And she said unto that best of sages, — ‘Tell me what is 
there that I shall do for thee !’** Filled with rage, the ascetic 
said unto her,— ‘Bring hither Va9ishtha without delay, so that 

1 may slay him !’ Hearing these words, the river became 
agitated.*^ With joined hands the lotus-eyed lady began to 
tremble exceedingly in fear, like a creeper shaken by the wind.** 
Beholding the great river in that plight, the ascetic said unto 
her, — ‘Without rny scruple, bring Va9ishtha into my presence !'*• 
Hearing these woids of his, and knowing the evil he intended 
to do, and acrpiainted also with the prowess of VaQishtha that 
was unrivalled on Eisrth,*® she repaired to VaQishtha and in- 
formed him of whaii the intelligent Vi9wamitra had said unto 
her.** Fearing the curse of both, she trembled repeatedly. In- 
deed, her heart was on the grievous curse (that either of them 
might denounce on licr). She stood in tftrror of both.** Seeing 
h^r pale and plunged into anxiety, the righteous-souled Vagiahr 
tha, that foremost of men, 0 king^ mi these TTords unto* her.** 
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“V^oi^hfih'i ssid, — '0 foremost of rivers, save thvself! O’ 
th )U of rapid current, be:\r me avvay, otherwise Vi^wamitra' 
will curse thee ! Do not feel any scruple/** Hearing these 
wonl^ of that comp issionate Rishi, lihe river began to think, 
0 Kaur ivya, as to what course would be best for her to fol- 
low.** Even these were the thoughts that arose in her mind, — 
‘Vaijishtha showeth great compassion for me ! It is proper for 
me that I should serve him /** Beholding theji that best of 
Riakis (viz,, Vajishtha) engaged in silent recitation (of vmn- 
on her bank, and seeing Kugikas son (Vigwainitra) also- 
enga:jed in /tojua, Straswati thought.*’^ — ‘Eveti this is my 
opp jrttiTiity !’ Then that foremost of rivers, by her current, 
washed away one of her banks.** In washing away that bank, 
she b )re Va(;ishtha away. While being borne away, 0 king, 
Va^ishtha praised the river in these words :** — ‘From the Grand- 
sire*s fm lake thou hast taken thy rise, 0 Saraswuti 1 

This whole universe is filled with thy excellent waters 
Wending through the firmament, O goddess, thon impartest 
thy waters to the clonds! All the waters are thee f Thmngh 
thee we exercise our thinking faculties!** Thou art PuMi, 
and Dijiitl. Klrti, and Sid i/ttand Uml I’* Thou art Speech, and 
thou art Swlki !f This whole universe is dependent on thee 1 It 
is tht)u that dwellest in all creatures, in four ft>rms !’** — Thus 
praised by that great i2is/a, Saraswati, 0 king, speedily bore 
that Brahmana towards the asylum of Vi<jwainirra and re- 
peatedly represented unto the latter the arrival of the former.** 
Bah dding Vagishtha thus brought before him by Saraswati, 
Vi(;wamitra, filled with rage, began to look for a weapon where- 
with to slav that Brahma«ja.** Seeing him filled with wrath, the 
river, from fear of (witnessing and aiding in) a Brahmana’s 
slaughter, quickly b )re Vai^ishtha «way to her eastern bank 
once more. She thus had obeyed the words of both, although she 
dsceived the son of Gadhi by her act.** Seeing that best of 
Riahia, viz., V^Xtjishtha, borne away, the vindictive 

■ ' h 

♦ The rewpectire eraborlimente of growth, splendour, fame, and ; 
eueceeB; the ie the tapreme goddess, Civa's spouse.-— T. 

7 A muitfAk of great ef&cfacy.T-T- 




•ALTi. flWA, 


w 

mitra, filled with wrath? addressed Saraswati, saring,*'— Since, 
0 forem ast of rifers, thou hast gone away, having deceived 
me. let thy current be changed into blood that is acceptable to 
Rdkshams Then, cursed by the intelligent Vi^wamitra, 
Siraswati flowed for a whole year, bearing blo«>d mixed with 
Winter.** The gods, the Gandhdrvas, and the A’pxaras, behiflding 
the Saraswati reduced to that plight, became filled with great 
sorrow.** For this reason, 0 king, the tirtha came to be called 
Vafiahthlpavaha on Earth. The foremost of rivers, however, 
once more gut back her own proper condition.”** 


Section XLIII. 

Vaiijampayana said,*— “Cursed by the intelligent Vi^wS- 
mitra in ^anger, Siraswati, in that auspicious and best of 
tirtlias. fl')wed, bearing blood in her current.* Then. 0 king, 
many Rlkdia'^as cwxvq, 0 Bhar ita. and lived happily there, 
drinking the blood that flowed* Exceedijigly gratified with 
that blood, cheerfully and without anxiety of any kind, they 
danced and laughed there like persons that have (by merit) 
attained to heaven.* After some time had passed away, some 
Rishi^, possessed of wealth of asceticism, came to the Sara- 
swati. 0 king, on a sojourn to her tirthas,^ Those foremost of 
Alanis, having bathed in all the iirthaa and obtained great 
happiness, became desirous of acquiring more merit. Thtjse 
learned persons at last came, 0 king, to that tirtha where 
the Siraswati ran a bloody current. Those highly blessed 
ones, arriving at that frightful tirtha* saw the water of the 
Saraswati mixed with blood and that innumerable Rdk8hat<aSt 
0 monarch, were drinking it.^ Beholding those Rdhhasas, 
0 king, those a.scetics of rigid vows made great endeavours for 
rescuing the Saras\vati from t iat plight.* Those blessed ones 
of high vows, anived there, invoked that foremost of rivers 
and said these words unto her Tell us the reason, 0 auspi- 
cious lady, why this lake in thee hathibeen afflicted with such 
distress ! Hearing it, we shall endeavour (to restore it to its 
proper condition).*® Thus questioned, Saraswati, trembling^as 
riia ap^jke, informed them of e vary th^uig that had occurred^ 



mnMkUAtk. [QadayuddhiiA 

Seaing her afflicted with woe, those aicetics told her,”— *We 
have heard the reason. We have heard of thy curse, 0 sinless 
lady I All of us shall exert oiirselvies!’** Having said these 
words unto that foremost of rivers, they then consulted with 
one another, --‘All of us shall emancipate Saraswati from 
her curse.’” Then all those Brahmanas, 0 king, worshippirjg 
Mahadeva, that Lord of the universe and protector of all 
creatures, with penances and vows and fasts and diverse kinds 
of abstenances and painful observances, emancipated that fore- 
most of rivers, viz., the divine Saraswati.” Beholding the 
water of Siraswati purified by those Mwnis, the Rdkaha* 
sas (that had taken up there abode there), afflicted with hun- 
ger, sought the protection of those Munis themselves.” 
Afflicted with hunger, the Rdkshasas, with joined hands, re- 
peatedly said unto those ascetics filled with compassion, these 
words, viz., ” — All of us are hungry 1 We have swerved from 
eternal virtue ! That we are sinful in behavior is not of our free 
will I” Through the absence of your grace and through our own 
evil acts, as also through the sexual sins of our women our 
demerits increase and we have become Brahma Rdkshasas ! 
So amongst Vai^yas and Cudras, and Kshatriyas, those that 
hate and injure Brahmanas became Rdkshasas.*^^^^ Ye best of 
Brahmanas, make arrangements then for our relief! Ye are 
competent to relieve all the words!’**— Hearing these words of 
theirs, those ascetics praised the great river. For the rescue 
of those Rdkshasas, with rapt minds those jiscetics said,** 
— ‘The food over which one sneezed, that in which there are 
worms and insects, that which may be mixed with any 
leavings of dishes, that which is mixed with hair, that 
which is trodden upon, that which is mixed with tears, — 
shall form the portion of these Rdkshaeas!^* The learn- 
ed man, knowing all this, shall carefully avoid these kinds 
of food. He that shall take such food shall be regarded as 
eating the food of Rdkshasas !*** — Having purified the tivtha 
in ^his ray, those asce,tfeB thus solicited that river for thb 
of those RdkshaaasV Understanding the views of 
those RishUy that foremost of rivers (Caused her body, 

P brfl nxen, to. assuaa a nw shape caUsd 
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BiShing in that nevr rfvtr (a branch of the Saraswati) the 
Milcskasas cast <jS their bodios and went to heaven. Ascer- 
taining all this, the chief tof the celestials, (viz., Indra) of a 
hundred sacrifices, bathed in that foremost of tirthas and be- 
came cleansed of a grievous sin/'*® 

Jauatnejaya said, — ‘For what reason was Indra tainted 
with the sin of Brahmanicide ? How also did ho become 
cleansed by bathing in that tirtha 

Vai^ampayana said, — “Listen to that history, O ruler of 
men ! Listen to those occurrences as they happened ! Hear 
how Vasava, in days of yore, broke his treaty with Namu- 
chi 1“ (The Asava) Namuchi, from fear of Vasava, had 
entered a ray of the Sun. Indra then made friends with Namu- 
chi and entered into a covenant with him, saying,** — ‘0 fore- 
most of A^aras, I shall not slay thee, 0 friend, with any- 
thing that is wet or with anything that is dry 1 I shall noli 
slay thee in the night or in the day 1 I swear this to thee by 
truth ’** Having made this covenant, the lord Indra one day 
beheld a fog. He then, 0 king, cut olf Namuchi s head, using 
the foam of water (as his weapon).** The severed head of 
Namuchi thereupon pursued Indra from behind, saying unto 
him from a near point these words, — *0 slayer of a friend, 
O wretch !'** Urged on incessantly by that head, Indra re- 
paired to the Grandsire and informed him, in grief, of what 
had occurred.*’^ The Supreme Lord of the universe said unto 
him, — •performing a sacrifice, bathe with due rites, 0 chief of 
the celestials, in Aruna, that tirtha which savoth from the fear 
of sin !** * The water of that river, O Cakra, hath been made 
sacred by the Mimis! Formerly the presence of that river at 
its site was concealed.** The divine Saraswati, repaired to the 
Aruna, and flooded it with her waters. This confluence of Sara- 
swati and Aruna is highly sacred P® Thither, 0 chief of the 
celestials, perform a sacrifice ! Give away gifts in profusion ! 
Performing thy ablutions there, thou shalt be freed from thy 
sin Thus addreosed, Cakra, at thdbg words of Brahman, 
O Janamejaya, performed in that abode of Saraswati diverse 
sacrifices.** Giving away many gifts and bathing in that 
UfthOfy he of a hundred sacrifices, viz., the piercer of Vala, 
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duly poiformod certain sacrifices anct then plunged in the 
Aruna.^* He became freed from the sin ari.dng out of the 
slaughter of a Brilhmana. The lord«of heaven then returned to 
heaven with a joyful heart.*® The head of Namuchi also fell 
int«) that stream, 0 Bharata, and the Asiira obtained many 
eternal regions, 0 best of kings, that granted every wish."** ^ 
Vaicampayana continued, — “The high-soulcd Valadova, hav- 
ing bathed in that tlvtlm and given away many kinds of 
gifts, obtained great merit. Of rightoons deeds, he then pro- 
ceeded to the groat tirtha of Soma.** There, in days of yore, 
Soma himself, 0 king of kings, had performed the Itdjasiiya 
sacrifice. The high-sonled Atri, that foremost of Brahmanas, 
gifted with great intelligence, became the llotri in that grand 
sacrifice. Upon the conclusion of that sacrifice, a groat battle 
took place between the gods (on the one side) and tno Ddiia- 
vas, the Baiteyas, and the Rdkf^hasas (on the other). That 
fierce battle is known after the name of (the A sura ) Taraka. 
In that battle Skanda slew Taraka.** There, on that occasion, 
(Skanda, otherwise called) Mahilscna, that dc.stroyer of Baity 
obtained the command of the celestial forces. In that tirtha is 
a gigantic tree. Under its shade, Kartikcya, othcr- 

v/ise called Kuinara, always resides in person."*® 


Section XLIV. 

Janamejaya said, --“Thou hast described the merits' of the 
Saraswati, 0 best of Brahmanas ! It behoveth thee, 0 regener- 
ate one, to describe to mo the investiture of Kiimara (by the 
gods).' Great is the curiosity I feel. Tell me everything, 
therefore, about the time v/hen and the place where and the 
manner in which the adorable and puissant lord Skanda was in- 
vested (with the command of the celestial forces)! Tell mo 
also, 0 forpmost of speakers, who they were that invested 
and who performed the actual rites, and how the celestial 
genorfdissirao made a.i.^eat carnage of the Daityasn"^ 

Vaicampayana said, — ^**This curiosity that thou fcclest is 
.wortliy ot thy birth in Kuru's raco. The words that I shall 
will, 0 Janamejaya, conduce to thy pleasure!* I Shall 
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narrato to thoo the invyjstiture of Kumara and the prowess 
of that high-souljed one, since, 0 ruler of men, thou wishest to 
hear it !* In days of yore the vital seed of Mahec^wara, corning 
out, fell into a blazing lire. The consumer of everything, viz., 
the adorable Agni, could not burn that indestructible seed.® 
On the other hand, the bearer of sacrificial libations, in consc- 
qfloncG of that seed, became possessed of groat energy and , 
splendour. He could not boar within himself that seed of 
mighty energy/ At the command of Brahman, the lord Agni, 
approaching (She river) Oanga, threw into her that divine seed 
possessed of the elfulgonco of the Sun.® Ganga also, unable 
to hold it, cast it on the beautiful breast of Himavat that 
is worshipped by the celestials.® Thcrcupou Agni’s son began 
to grow there, overwhelming al! the worlds by his energy. 
Meanwhile, (the six) Krittikfis beheld that child of fiery 
spleftdour.*® Seeing that puissant lord, that high-souled son 
of Agni, lying on a clump of heatli, all the six Kirttikfis, who 
were desirous of a son, cried aloud, saying, — ‘This child is 
mine, this child is mine Understanding the state of mind of 
those six mothers, the adorable lord Skanda sucked the breasts 
of all, having assumed six mouths.*® Beholding that puissance 
of the child, the Ivrittikas, those goddesses of beautiful forms, 
became filled with wonder.*® And since the adorable childJiad 
boon cast by tlio river Ganga upon the sun rnit of Himavat, 
that mountain looked beautiful, having, O delighter of the 
Kurus, been transfomed into gold !** With that growing child 
the whole Earth became beautiful, and it was for this reason 
that mountains (from that time) came to be producers of 
gold.*® Possessed of great energy, the child came to bo called 
by the name of Kartikoya. At first he had been called by the 
name of Gangeya Ho became possessed of high ascetic powers,*® 
Endued with soit-rest'*aint and asceticism and great energy, 
the child grew up, 0 monarch, into a person of highly agree- 
able features like >S(jma himself.*’^ Possessed of great beauty, 
the child lay on that excellent and jjolden clump of heath, 
adored and praised by Gandharvas and ascetics.*® Celestial 
girls, by thousands, conversant with celestial mii.sic and dai^cc, 
and^f very beautiful features, praised him and danood before 
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him.'® The foremost of all rivers, vi^., Ganga, ivaifeed upon 
that god. The Earth also, assuming great beauty, held the 
child (on her lap).*® The celestial priest Vrihaspati performed 
the usual rites after birth, in respect of that child. The Vedas^ 
assuming a fourfold form, approached the child with joined 
hands.*' The Science of arms, with its four divisions, and all 
the weapons, as also all kinds of arrows, came to him.** Ohe 
day, the child, of great energy, saw that god of gods, viz., 
the lord of Uma, seated with the daughter of Himavat, amid 
a swarm of ghostly creatures.** Those ghostly creatures, of 
emaciated bodies, were of wonderful features. They were ugly 
and of ugly features, and wore awkward ornaments and marks,** 
Their faces were like those of tigers and lions and bears and 
cats and mahavas. Others wore of faces like those of scorpions ; 
other’s of faces like those of elephants and camels .and owls. 
And some had faces like those of vultures and jackals.** And 
some there were that had faces like those of cranes and pigeons 
Ktiviis, And many amongst them had bodies like those of 
dogs and porcupines and iguanas and goats and sheep and 
cows. And some resembled mountains and some oceans, and 
some stood with uplifted discs and maces for their weapons 
And some looked like masses of antimony and some like white 
mountains. The seven Mdtris also were present there, 0 
monarch.*^ And the Saddkyas, the Vimmdevas, the MaratSy 
the VasuSy the Fitris, the Rudrafi, the AdityaSy the Sidd..has, 
the Ddnavas, the birds,** the self-born and adorable Brahman 
with his sons, and Yishnu, and Cakra, all wont thither for 
beholding that child of unfading glory.** And many of the 
foremost of celestials Gandharmis, headed by Narada, and 
many celestial Rishis and Siddhas headed by Vrihaspati,*® and 
the fathers of the universe, those foremost ones, they that are 
regarded as gods of the gods, and the Ydmas and the DhdmaSy 
all went there.** Endued with great strength, the child poss- 
essed of gr^fc ascetic power, proceeded to the presence of that 
Lord of the gods, (viz.^ Mahadeva), armed with trident and 
Pindka** Seeing the child coming, the thought entered the 
mind of ^*ivay as it did that of Himavat ’s daughter and that of 
Gui.girand of Agui,®* as to whom amongst the four Ihc <j}iild 
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would first approach for^honoring him or her. Each of them 
thought, — ‘He will come to me !’•* Understanding that this was 
the expectation cherished by each of those four, he had recourse 
to hi» Yoga powers and assumed at the same time four different 
forms.*®* Indeed, the adorable and puissant lord assumed those 
four forms in an instant. The three forms that stood behind 
v^vQ Cakha and ViQakha and Naigameya.** The adorable and 
puissant one, having divided his self into four forms, (pro- 
ceeded towards the four that sat expecting him). The form 
called Skanda* of wonderful appearance proceeded to the spot 
where Rudra was sitting.*^ Vi(jakha went to the spot where 
the divine daughter of Himavat was. The adorable Cakha, 
which is Karfeikeya’s Vdytt form, proceeded towards Agni. 
Naigameya, that child of fiery splendour, proceeded to the 
presence uf Ganga.®* All those four forms, of similar appear- 
anc(?, were endued with great effulgence. The four forms 
proceeded calmly to the four gods and goddesses (already men- 
tioned). All this seemed exceedingly wonderful.** The gods, 
the Ddnavas, and the ltdkshasas, made a loud noise at sight 
of that exceedingly wonderful incident making the very hair 
to stand on end.*° Then Rudra and the goddess Uma and 
Agni, and Ganga, all bowed unto the Grandsire, that Lord of 
the Universe.*^ Having duly bowed unto him, 0 bull among 
kings, they said these words, 0 monarch, fro n desire of doing 
good unto Kartikeya — Tt behoveth thee, 0 Lord of the 
gods, to grant to this youth, for the sake of our happiness, 
some kind of sovereignty that may be suitable to him and that 
he may desire !’** — At this, the adorable Grandsire of all the 
worlds, possessed of great intelligence, began to think within 
his mind as to what he should bestow upon that youth.*^ He 
had formerly given away unto the formless ones (gods) all 
kinds of wealth over which the high-souled celestials, the Gan- 
dharvas, the Rabd^asas, ghosts, Yakshas, birds, and snakes 
have dominion. Bratiman, therefore, regarded that youth to 
be fully entitled to that dominion (wlych had been bestowed 
upon the gods).*®'** Having reflected for a moment, the 
Grandsire, ever mindful of the welfare of the gods, bestowed 
iip pn him the status of a generalissimo among all creatures. 
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O Bharata And tho Grandairo fyirfcher ordered all those 
gods that were regarded as the chief of the celestials and other 
formless beings to wait upon him.** Then the gods headed 
by Brahman, taking that youth with them, together came to 
Hiraavat.** Tho spot they selected was tho bank of the sacred 
and divine Saras wati, that foremost of rivers, taking her rise 
from. Ilimavat, that Saraswati which, at Samanta'panchalch, 
is celebrated over tho three worlds.*® There, on the sacred 
bank, possessing every merit, of the Saraswati, tlie gods and 
the Gandhavvas took their scats with hearts well pleased in 
conscr]ucnco of the gratification of all their desires.”** 


Skction XLV. 

Vaic;ampilyana said, — “Collecting all articles as fJaid down 
in the scriptures for the ceremony of investiture, Vrihaspati 
duly poured lib«ations on the blazing fire,* Ilimavat gave a seat 
which was adorned with many costly gems. KTirtikeya was 
made to sit on that auspicious and best of seats decked with ox- 
collont gems,® The gods brought thither all kinds of auspicious 
articles, with due rites and mantras, that were necessary for 
a ceremony of tho kind.* The diverse gods, viz., Iiidra and 
Vishnu, both of groat energy, and Surya and Chandramas, and 
Dhatri, and Vidhatri, and Vayu, and Agni,* and Pushan, and 
Bhaga, and Aryaman, and An(;a, and Vivaswat, and Kudra of 
great intelligence, and Mitra,* and the (eleven) Rudras, the 
(eight) Vasus, tho (twelve) Adityas, the (twin) A9wins, the 
Vi9wedcvas, the Maruts, the Saddhyas, tho Pitris,* the Gan- 
dharvas, tho Apsaras, the Yakhas, tho Rakshasas, tho Pan- 
nagas, innumerable celestial Rishis,’^ tho Vaikhanasas, the 
Valikhillyas, those others (among Rishis) that subsist only 
on air and those that subsist on the rays of the Sun, the des- 
cendants of Bhrigu and Angiras, many high-souled Yatis,* all 
the Vidyad+iaras, all those that were crowned with ascetic 
success,® the Grandsirc^ Pulastya, Pulaha of great ascetic 
morits, Angiraa, Ka^ydpa, Atri, Marichi, Bhrigu, Kratu, Hara, 
P:achetas, Manii, Daksha/® the Seasons, . the Planets, and all 
ih ' luiaiimries, 0 monarch, all the rivers in their embodied 
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forms, fche eternal VedfiA,“ tlie Seas, the Lakes, the diverse 
Firthas, the Earth, the Sky, the Cardinal and Subsidiary 
points of tho'compass, and till the Trees, 0 kingr,** Aditi the 
mother of the gods, Hri, Cri, Swaha, Saras wati, Uma, Cachi 
Sinivali, Anumati, lvuhu,“ the Day of the new Moon, tho 
Day of tho full Moon, the wives of the denizens of heaven, 
Himavat, Vindhya, Meru of many summits,** Airavat with 
all his followers, the Divisions of time called Kala, Kashtha, 
Fortnight, the Seasons, Night, and Day, 0 king,** the prince 
of steeds, viz.* UcchaiQravas, Vasuki the king of the Snakes, 
Arana, Gadiira, the Trees, tho deciduous herbs,** and the ador- 
able god Dharma, all came there together. And there came 
also Kiila, Yama, Mritju, and the followers of Yama.*^ From 
fear of swelling the list I do not mention the diverse other 
gods that came there. All of them came to that ceremony for 
investing Kfirtikeya with the status of generalissimo.** All 
tho denizens of heaven, O king, brought there every thing 
neccGssary for the ceremony and every auspicious article.** 
Filled with joy, the donizons of heaven made that high-souled 
youth, that terror of the Aaxiras, the generalisimo of tho celes- 
tial forces, after pouring upon his head the sacred and excellent 
water of the Saraswati from golden jars that contained other 
sacred articles needed for tho purpose.*®"** The Grandsire of 
the worlds, viz., Brahman, and Kagyapa of groat energy, and 
the others (mentioned and) ftot mentioned, all poured water 
upon Skanda even as, 0 monarch, the gods had poured water 
on the head of Varuna, the lord of waters, for investing him 
with doriiinion.** The lord Brahman then, with a gratified 
heart, gave unto Skanda four companions, possessed of great 
might, endued with speed like that tho wind, crowned with 
ascetic success, and gifted with energy which they could in- 
crease at will.** They were named Nandisena and Lohitaksha 
and Ghantakarna and Kumudamalin.** The lord Sthanu, O 
monarch, gave unt - Skanda a companion possessed of great 
impetuosity, capauie of producing ai hundred illusions, and 
endued with might and energy that he could enhance at will. 
And he was tho groa(i destroyer of Asitras.** In the great 
b.\l5le th:: tlih companion that 
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Sthanu gave, filled wifch wrath, ,slew,^with his hands alone, 
fourteen millions of Daityas of fierce deeds.**, The gods then 
made over to Skanda the celestial Jiost, invincible, abounding 
with celestial troops, capable of destroying the. enemies of the 
gods, and of forms like that of Vishnu.*^ The gods then, with 
Vasava at their head, and the Gandliarvas, the Yahahas, t^e 
Rdicshasas, the Mtinis, and the Pitris, all shouted, — ‘Victory 
(to Skanda) !'*® Then Yama gave him two companions, both of 
whom resembled Death, viz., Unmiitha and Pramatha, possess- 
ed of great energy and great splendour.** Endued with great 
prowess, Siirya, with a gratified heart, gave unto Kartikeya 
two of his followers named Subhraja and Bhaswara.** Soma 
also gave him two companions' viz., Mani and Sumani, both of 
whom . looked like summits of the Kailasa mountain and always 
used white garlands and white ungiieiits.*^ Agni ^ave unto 
him two heroic companions, grinders of hostile armies, who 
were named Jwalajihbha and Jyoti.** An^a gave unto Skanda 
of great intelligence five companions, viz., Parigha, and Vata, 
and Bhima of terrible strength, and Dahafci and Dahana both 
of whom were exceedingly fierce and possessed of great 
energy.** Vasava, that slayer of hostile heroes, gave unto 
Agni’s son two companions, viz., Utkro 9 a and Panchaka 
who were armed respectively with thunder-bolt and club. 
These had in battle slain innumerable enemies of Cakra.*^ 
The illustrious Vishnu gave unto Skanda three companions, 
viz., Chakra and Vikraraa and Cankrama of great might.** The 
Acjwins, 0 bull of Bharata s race, with gratified hearts, gave 
unto Skanda two corapatiions, viz., Vardhana and Nandana 
who had mastered all the sciences.** The illustrious Dhatri 
gave unto that high-souled one five companions, viz,, Kunda, 
Kusiima, Kurauda, Damvara and Adamvara.*^ Tashtri gave 
unto Skanda two companions named Chakra and Anuchakra 
both of wh(jm were endued with great strength.** The lord 
Mitra gave unto the high-souled Kumara two illustrious com- 
panions named Suvrata^bnd Satyasandha both of whom were 
endued with great learning and ascetic merit, possessed of 
agreeable features, capable of granting boons, and celebrated 
oyer the three worlds,” Yidhatri gave unto Kartikeya two 
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cbmpartions of great celebrity, viz., the high-aouled Suprabha 
and Cubhakarm^.*® Pushan gave him, O Bharata, two com* 
panions, viz., Panitraka anj^ Kalika, both endued with great 
poweA of illusion.^V Vayu gave him, 0 best of the Bharatas, 
two companions, viz., Vala and Ativala, endued with great 
might and very large mouths.** Varuna, firmly adhering to 
tr*uth, gave hitii Ghasa and Atighasa of great might and 
possessed of mouth like that of the Himavat gave 

unto Agni’s son two companions, 0 king, viz., Suvarchas and 
Ativarchas.** Mem, 0 Bharata, gave him two companions named 
Kanchana and Meghamalin.** Manu also gave unto Agni's 
son two others endued with great strength and prowess, viz., 
Sbhira and Atisthira.*® Vindhva gave unto Agni's son two 
companions named Ucchrita and Agnigringa both of whom 
fought wiUi large stones.*^ Ocean gave him two mighty com- 
pani'oiis named Sangraha and Vigraha both armed with mace.** 
Parvati of beautiful features gave unto Agni’s son Unmada and 
Pushpadanta and Cankukarna.** VasuUi the king of the 
snakes, 0 tiger among men, gave unto the son of Agui two 
snakes named Java and Mahajaya.*® Similarly the Saddhyaa, 
the Riulvaa, the Fetszts, the Pitris, the Seas, the Rivers, and 
the Mountains, all endued with great might, gave com- 
manders of forces, armed with lances and battle-axes and decked 
with diverse kinds of ornaments.” Listen now’ to the names 
of those other combatants armed with diverse weapons and clad 
in diverse kinds of robes and ornaments, that Skanda pro- 
cured.** They were Cankukarna, Nikumbha, Padma, Kumud, 
Ananta, Dwadi^abhuja, Krishna, Upakrishnaka,** Ghrana^ra- 
vas, Kapiskandha, Kanchanaksha, Jalandhania, Akshasantar- 
jana, Kunadika, 'Tamobhrakrit,** Ekaksha, Dwada^aksha, 
Ekajata, SahaQravahu, Vikata, Vyaghraksha, Kshitikampana,** 
Punyanaman, Sunariian, Suvaktra, Priyadar^ana, Pari^ruta, 
Kokonada, Priyaiaalyanulepana,*^ Ajodara, Gaja 9 iras, Skan- 
dhaksha, Catalochana, Jwalajihbha, Karala, Citake^a, Jati, 
Hari,** Krishnakeca, Jatadhara, Chaliurdanshtra, Ashtajibha, 
Meghanada, Prithu 9 ravas,** Vidyui^ksha, Dhanurvaktra, 
Jathara, MarutaQaiia. Udaraksha. Rathaksha, Vajranabha, 
.Vasuprabha,*® Samudravega, Cailakau^pin, Yriflha, Meshapra* 
23 I 
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vaha, Nanda, Upaiiandaka.** Dhumrt., Cweta, Ivalinga, Sid- 
dhartha, Varada, Priyaka, Nanda, Oonanda,** Ananda, Pramoda, 
Swastika, Dhruvaka, Ksheinavaha_, Suvaha, Siddhapatra,'* 
Govraja, Kanakapida, Gayana, Hasana, Vana, KhaJga,** 
Vaitali, Atitali, Kathaka, Vatika, Hansaja, Fakshadigdbanga, 
S:innidronmadT,na,“ Ranotkata, Prahasa. Cwetasiddha, Nandaka, 
Kalakantha, Prabhasa, Kumbhandaka,*' Kalakaksha, Cita, 
Bhutalonmathana, Yajnavaha, Pravaha, Devajaji, Somapa,'* 
Majjala, Kratlia, Kratha, Tuhara, Tuhara, Chitradeva,** 
Madhura, Suprasada, Kiritin, Vatsala, Madhuvarna, Kalaso- 
dara," Dharniada, Manmathakara, Cnchivaktra, Cwetavaktra, 
Suvaktra, Charuvaktra, Paitdura,’® Dandavahu, Suvahu, 
Rajas, Kbkilaka, Achala, Kanakaksha, Valakarakahaka,” 
Sancharaka, Kokaiiada, Gridhrapatra, Jamvnka, Lohijvaktra, 
Javana, Kumbhavaktra, Kumbhaka,” Mundagriva, Krishiiau- 
jas, Hansavaktra, Chandrabha, Panikurchas, Camvuka, Pancha- 
vaktra, Cikshaka, Chasavaktra, Jamviika, Kharavaktra, and 
KunchakaJ’ Besides these, many other high-sou led and 
mighty companions, devoted to ascetic austerities and regard- 
ful of Brahmanas, were given unto him by the Grandsire.’* 
Some of them were in youth ; some were old, and some, 0 Jana- 
mejaya, were very young in years. Thousands upon thousands 
of such came to Kartikeya.’* They were possessed of diverse 
kinds of faces. Listen to mo, 0 Janamejaya, as I describe 
them ! Some had faces like those of tortoises, and some like 
those of cocks. The faces of some were very long, 0 Bharata.’^ 
Some agait), had faces like those of dogs, and wolves, and hares, 
and owls, and asses, and camels, and liogs.'” Some had human 
faces and some had faces like those of sheep, and jackals. 
Some were terrible and had faces like those of makaras and 
porpwses.” Some had faces like those of cats and some like 
those of biting flies ; and the faces of some were very long. 
Some had faces like those of the mungoose, the owl, and the 
crow.*’ Sitme had faces like those of mice and peacocks and 
fishes and goats and sh^ep and buffaloes.*® The faces of some 
r09en)-bted those of bears and tigers and leopards and lions. 
Sdaie faces like^those of elephants^and crocodiles,'* The 
facet ifaiita those of Gaduta'ftud the rhinocetos ftnd 
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the wolf. Some had fitces like those of cows and mules and 
camels and cafc^.** Possessed of large stomachs and large- legs 
and limbs, the eyes of sonie were like stars. The faces of some 
resefnbled those of pigeons and bulls,*® Others had faces like 
those of Icokilas and hawks and Tittiris and lizards; Some were 
clad in white robes.®* Some had faces like those of snakes. 
The faces of some resembled those of porcupines. Indeed, some 
had’ frightful and some very agreeable faces; some had snakes 
for their clothes. The faces as also the noses of some resem- 
bled those of cows.®® Some had large and protruding stomachs 
but other limbs very lean; some had large limbs but lean 
stomachs. The necks of somo were very short and the ears of 
some were very large. Some had diverse kinds of snakes for 
their ornaments.®* Some were clad in skins of large elephants, 
and soma in black deer-skins. The mouths of some were on- 
thdir shoulders.®^ Some had mouths on their stomachs, some 
on their backs, somo on their cheeks, some on their calves, and? 
some on their flanks, and the mouths of many were placed on 
other parts of their bodies.®® The faces of many amongst those 
leaders of troops were like those of insects and worms. The 
mouths of many amongst them were like those of diverse 
beasts of prey. Some had many arms and some many heads.*® 
The arms of some resembled trees, and the heads of some were 
on their loins. The faces of some were tapering like the bodies 
of snakes. Many amongst them had their abodes on diverse 
kinds of plants and herbs.®® Some were cladin rags, some in< 
diverse kinds of bones, some were diversely clad, and some were 
adorned* diverse kinds of garlands and diverse kinds of 
unguonb.s.®‘ Dressed diversely, some had skins for their robes. 
Some had head-gears ; the brows of some were furrowed into* 
lines; the necks of some bore marks like those on conch- 
shells ; some were possessed of great effulgence.®® Some had 
dtademSj some had five tufts of hair on their heads, and the 
hair of some were very hard. Some had two tufts- , some three, 
and some seven.®* Some had feathery on their heads, some 
had crowns, some had heads that were perfectly bald, and spino 
had matted locks. Some were adorned with beautifirl gar* 
loads,, .and the faces ol some were very hairy Battle waa 
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the one thing in which they took gt'eat aelight, And all bf 
them were inrincible by even the foremost ones amongst the 
gods. Many amongst them were clad in diverse kinds of celes- 
tial robes. All were fond of battle.** Some were of'*dark 
complexion, and the faces of some had no flesh on them. 
Some had very long backs, and some had no stomachs. The 
backs of some were very large while those of some were 
very short. Some had long stomachs and the limbs of some 
were long.** The arms of some were long while those of some 
were short. Some were dwarfs of short limbs.*" Some were 
hannch-backed. Some had short hips. The ears and heads of 
some were like those of elephants.*^ Some had noses like 
those of tortoises, some like those of wolves. Some had long 
lips, some had long hips, and some were frightful, having their 
faces downward^** Some had very large teeth, some.Jiad very 
short teeth, and some had only four teeth. Thousands among 
them, 0 king, were exceedingly terrible, looking like in- 
furiate elephants of gigantic size.** Some were of symmetrical 
limbs, possessed of great splendour, and adorned with orna- 
ments. Some had yellow eyes, some h^d ears like arrows^ 
some had noses like gavials, 0 Bharata’’®® Some had broad 
teeth, some had broad lips, and some had green hair. Possess- 
ed of diverse kinds of feet and lips and teeth, they had diverse 
kinds of arms and heads.*®* Clad in diverse kinds of skins, 
they spoke diverse kinds of languages, 0 Bharata! Skilled 
in all provincial dialects, those puissant ones conversed with 
one another.'®* Those mighty companions, filled with joy, 
gambolled there, catting capers (around Kartikgya), Some 
were long-necked, some long-nailed, some long-legged. Some 
amongst them were large-headed and some large- armed.'®* 
The eyes of some were yellow, the throats of some were blue, 
and the ears of some were long, 0 Bharata. The stomachs of 
some were like masses of antimony.'®* The eyes of some were 
white, tlri necks of some were red, and some had eyes of a 
tawny hue.' Many wer^. dark in color and many, 0 king, were 
'of diyerse colors, 0 Bliarata.'®* Many had ornaments on their 
looked like yak-tails. Som^ bore white streaks on 
thiii|b^ies, and some bbre red f Soiiie wwe of divefsi-' 
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jfied colors and some ha^ golden complexions, and some were 
endued wiiih spkndours like those of the peacock.*^* • I shall 
describe to thee the weapons that were taken by those that 
came*last to Kartikeya. Listen to me.*®’^ Some had noses 
on theiic uplifted arms. Their faces were like those of tigers 
and asses. Their eyes were on their backs, their throats were 
bfUe, and their arms resembled spiked clubs.*®* Some were 
armed with patdghnia and discs, and some had heavy and short 
clubs. Some had swords and mallets and some were armed 
with bludgeoms, 0 Bharata.*®* Some, possessed of gigantic 
sizes and great strength, were armed with lances and scimitars. 
Some were armed with maces and Bhugundis and some had 
spears on their hands.*'® Possessed of high souls and great 
strength and endued with great speed and great impetuosity, 
those mig|;[ty companions had diverse kinds of terrible weapons 
in ttieir arras.'** Beholding the installation of Kartikeya, 
those beings of mighty energy, delighting in battle and wearing 
on their persons rows of tinkling bells, danced around him in 
joy.*** These and many other mighty companions, 0 king, 
came to the high-aouled and illustrious Kartikeya,*'* Some 
belonged to the celestial regions, some to the aerial, and some 
to the regions of the Earth. All of them were endued with 
speed like that of the wind,' Commanded by the gods, those 
brave and mighty ones became the compan ons of Kartikeya.**^ 
Thous^ds upon thousands, millions upon millions, of such 
beings came there at the installation of the high-souled Karti- 
keya and stood surrounding him.”*** 


Section XLVI. 

Vaicampayana said, — “Listen now to the large bands of the 
those slayers of foes, 0 hero, that became the com- 
panions of Kumara, as I mention their names.* Listen, O 
Bharata, to the names of those illustrious mothers. The mobile 
and immobile universe is pervaded by ^those auspicious ones.* 
They are Prabhavafci, Vi<;alakshi, Prflita, Gonaai, Crimati, 
Vahula, Vahuputrika|* Apsujata, Gopali, Yrihadamvalikaj 
Jayavati, Maiatlka, Phruvaratna, BhayankarU® Yasudama, 
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Sudama, Vigoka, Nandini, Ekachutfa, Mahachuda, Chakra- 
nemi,® Ubbejanas Jayatsena, Katnalak-shi, Cobhana, Catrun- 
jaya» Krodbana, Calabhi, Khari,® Magadhi, Cubhavaktra, 
Tirbhaaeni, Gitipriya, Kalyani, Kodruroraa, Amitacjana/ Megha- 
aivana^ Bhogavati, Sabhru, Kanakavati, Alatakshi, Viryavati, 
Viddyutjihbha,® Padmavati, Sunakshatra, Kandara, Vahuyojana, 
Santanika, Karbala, Mihavala,® Suda«ia, Vahudama, Supra- 
bha, Ja^aswini, Nribyapriya, Catolukhalamekhala,^^ Cata- 
ghanta, Cafcanauda, Bbagananda, Bhavini, Vapusrnati, Chandra- 
9ita, Bhadrakali/* Jhaiikarika, Nishkuntika, Vatna, Chatwara- 
vasirii, Sumangala, Swastimati, Vriddhikama, Jayapriya/* 
Ghanada, Supraada, Bhavada, Jancswari, EJi, Bhedi, Samedi, 
Vetalojanani/* Kandufci, Kalika, Devainitra, Tarnvusi, Kefcakl, 
Chibrasena, Achala/* Kukkubika, Cankshalika, Cakunika, Kun- 
darika, Kokilika, Kuinbhika, Cabodari,** Utkrathkii, Jalela, 
Mahavega, Kaukana, MaiiojavSl, Kanbakini, Pradhasa, Piibana/* 
Khe^aya, Antarghati, Vaina, Krorjana, Taditprabha, Maiido- 
dari, Tuhuridi, Kobara, Meghavahini,^^ Subhaga, Lamvini, 
Lamva, Vasuchuda, Vikathini, Urddhavenidhara, Pingakshi, 
Lahanaekhala/® Pribhuvakbra, Madhulika, Madhukumbha, 
Yakshalika, Matsunika, Jarayu, Jarjjaranana/* Khyaba, Daha- 
daha^ Dhamadhama, Khandakhanda, Pushana, Manikubbibka,^^ 
Amogha, Lamvapayodhara, Veriuvinadhara, Pingakshi, Loha- 
mekshala,** Cacjolukainukhi, Krishna, Kharajangha, Mahajava, 
Ci9umaramukhi^ Cw^eba, Lohibakshi, Yibhishana,*® Jabalika, 
K|machari, Dirghajihbha, Valotkata, Kalohika^ Vamanika, 
Mukuba,*® L)hibakshi, Mahakaya, Haripinda, Ekatwacha» 
Sukusuma, Krishnakarni,** Kshurakarni, Chabushkarri, Kafua- 
pravarana, Chabushpabhanikeba, Gokarni, Mahishanana,*® 
Kharakarni, Mahakarni, Bheriswanamahaswana, Canksha- 
kumbha9rava, Bhagada,®® Gana, Sugana, Bhiiii, Kamada, 
Chatuspatharata, Bhutirfcha, Anyagochara,®® Pacjuda, Vittada, 
Sukhada, Mahaya9a, Payoda, Gomabwhada, Suvi9ala,** Pra- 
tiahtha, Suprabishtha, Rochatnana, Surocfaana, Naukarni) 
Mukhakarni, Va9ira, ^ Manthini, Ekavakbra, Magharava^ 
Hoghaipala, and Viroc&ana.*® Thesa and many other mobherSr 
0 bull o£ Bharata’^ raee, numbering by/^thousands/ of diverse 
became the follovrers of Karbikej^^*® Tbeii! nails wore 
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long, their teeth wer^ large and their lips also, 0 Bharata, 
were protruding. Of straight forms and sweet features, all of 
them, endowed with youljji, were decked with ornamenta.” 
Possessed of ascetic merit, they were capable of assuming any 
form at will. Not having much flesh on their limbs, they were 
of fair complexions and endued with splendour like that of 
gold.** Some amongst them were dark and looked like clouds 
in hue, and some were of the color of smoke, 0 bull of Bhara- 
ta s race. And some were endued with the splendour of the 
morning surf and >vere highly blessed. Possessed of long 
tresses, they were clad in robes of white.** The braids of some 
were tied upwards, and the eyes of some were tawny, and some 
had girdles that were very long. Some had lontr stomachs, some 
had long oars, and some had long breasts.** Some had coppery 
eyes and Cioppery complexions, and the eyes of some were green. 
Capable of granting boons and of sojourning at will, they were 
always cheerful.** Possessed of great strength, some amongst 
them partook of the nature of Yama, some of Rudra, some of 
Soma, some of Kuvera, some of Varuna, some of Indra, and 
some of Agni, 0 scorcher of foes.** And some partook of the 
nature of Vayu, some of Kumara, some of Brahman, 0 bull 
of Bharata 3 race, and some of Vishnu, and some of Surya, 
and some of Varaha.*^ Of charming and delightful features, 
they were beautiful like the Apsaras. . In voice they resem- 
bled the kokila and in prosperity they resembled the Lord of 
Treasures.** In battle, their energy resembled that of Cakra, 
In splendour they resembled fire. In battle they always in- 
spired th^ir foes with terror.** Capable of assuming any form 
at will, in fleetness they resembled the very wind. Of incon- 
ceivable might and energy, their prowess also was inconceiv- 
able.** They have their abodes on trees and open spots and 
crossings of four roads. They live also in caves and crematori- 
ums, mountains and springs.** Adorned in diverse kinds of 
ornameatv, they wear diverse kinds of attire, and speak diverse 
languages.** These and many other t|ibes (of the mothers), 
all capable of inspiring foes with dreSd, followed the high- 
souled Rartikeya, at the command of the chief of the 'celee- 
She ad'.)rab!e c\astiser of Pa'ua, 0 tiger among kings, 
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gwenn^lpruha (Kirfeikeya) a dart foftjlhe dostructioii of the 
enemies of the gods/* That dart produces a loud whiz and 
is adorned with niany large bells. Possessed of great splendour, 
it seemed to blaze with light. And Indra also gave him a 
banner effulgent as the morning sun.** Giva gave him a large 
army, exceedingly fierce and armed with diverse kinds of 
weapons, and endued with great energy begotten of ascetic 
penances.** Invincible and possessing all the qualities of a good 
army, that force was known by the name of Dhananjayd, It 
was protected by thirty thousand warriors each of whom was 
possessed of might equal to that of Kudra himself. That force 
knew not how to fly from battle,*^ Vishnu gave him a trium- 
phal garland that enhances the might of the wearer. Uma gave 
him two pieces of cloth, of effulgence like that of the Sun/* 
With great pleasure Ganga gave unto Kumara a celestial water- 
pot, begotten of amrita, and Vrihaspati gave him a sacred 
stick.** Gadiira gave him his favorite son, a peacock of beauti- 
ful feathers.*** Aruna gave him a cock of sharp talons. The 
royal Varuna gave him a snake of great energy and might/* 
The lord Brahman gave unto that god devoted to Brahma 
a black .deer-skin. And tho Creator of all the worlds also 
gave him Victory in all battles/* Having obtained the com- 
mand of the celestial forces, Skanda looked resplendent like 
a blazing tire of bright flames.** Accompanied by those com- 
panions and the mothers, he proceeded for the destruction 
of the DaityaSj gladdening all the foremost of the gods.** 
That terrible host of celestials, furnished with standards 
adorned with bells, and cquipt with drums and co^chs and 
cymbals, and armed with weapons, and decked with many ban- 
ners, looked beautiful like the autumnal firmament bespangled 
with planets and stars.** Then that vast assemblage of celes- 
tials and diverse kinds of creatures began cheerfully to boat 
their drums and blow their conchs numbering in thousands.** 
And they also played on their Fatahas and Jharjharas and 
Krikachas and cow-hor^s and idamuaras and Gomukhas and 
of loud sound/’ All the gods, with Vasava at 
thai)^ bead, praised Kumara. The celestials and the Gandhar- 
viixsdng aud the Apearas daucedL^V li|(ell plefiSed (Mritb 
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attentions) Skanda grantfd a boon unto all the gods, sajirig,--* 
rl shall slay all your foes, — them, that is, that desire to slay 
you !••-— Having obtained this boon from that best of gods, 
[the illustrious celestials regarded their foes to be already 
islain.^^ After Skanda had granted that boon, a loud sound 
arose from all those creatures inspired with joy, filling the 
three worlds.** Accompanied by that vast host, Skanda then 
set out for the destruction of the Daityas mi the protection 
of the denizens of heaven,** Exertion, and Victory, and 
Righteousness, and Success, and Prosperity, and Courage, 
and the Scriptures, (in their embodied forms) proceeded in the 
van of Kartikeya’a army, 0 king !*• With that terrible force, 
which was armed lii^h lances and mallets and blazing hands 
and maces and heavy clubs and arrows and darts and spears, 
and which i^as decked with beautiful ornaments and armour, 
and which uttered roars like those of a proud lion, the divine 
Quha set out.**"** Beholding him, all the Daityas and Raksha- 
5058 and Dandvas, anxious with fear, fled away on all sides.** 
Irmod with diverse weapons, the celestials pursued them. 
Seeing (the foe flying away), Skanda, endued with energy and 
night, became inflamed with wrath.*^ He repeatedly hurled 
kis terrible weapon, viz., the dart (he had received from Agni), 
The energy that he then displayed resemblec a fire fed with 
ibations of clarified butter.*® While the dart was repeatedly 
lurled by Skanda of immeasurable energy, meteoric flashes, 
3 king, fell upon the Earth.*® Thunder-bolts also, with tre- 
nendous noise, fell upon the Earth. Everything became as 
[rightful, 0 king, as it becomes on the day of the universal 
lestruction.’® When that terrible dart was once hurled by the 
jon of Agni, millions of darts issued from it, 0 bull of Bhara- 
ia’s race.’* The puissant and adorable Skanda, filled with joy, 
it last slew Taraka, the chief of the Daityas, endued with 
jreat might and prowess, and surrounded (in that battle) by 
i hundred thousand heroic and mighty Daityas,'^* He then, 
h that battle, slew Mabisha who was tsurrounded by eight 

PaMas* of Daityas. He next slew Tripada who was sur- 

^ - ■ a 

* A very lidrge number.^ 
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rounded by a thousand Ajutaa^ of haityas?^ The puissant 
Skanda then slew Hradodara, who was surrounded by ten 
Nikhai^vas of Baityas, with all^ his followers armed with 
diverse weapons.’* Filling the ten points of the compass, 
the followers of Kumara, 0 king, made a loud noise while 
those Dai^ 2 /a 8 were being slain, and danced and jumped and 
laughed in joy.’® Thousands of Baityaa, 0 king, were burnt 
with the flames that issued from Skandas dart, while others 
breathed their last, terrified by the Toars of Skanda.’® The 
three worlds were frightened at the yawns of Skanda's sol- 
diers. The foes were consumed with flames produced by 
Skanda. Many were slain by his roars alone.” Some 
amongst the foes of the gods, struck with l^nners, were slain. 
Some, frightened by the sounds of bells, fell down on the 
i^urface of the Earth. Some, mangled with wtfapons, fell 
down, deprived of life.” In this way the heroic and mighty 
Kartikeya slew inniimcrabte foes of the gods, possessed of 
great strength, that came to fight with him.’* Then Vali s 
son Vana of great might, getting upon the Krauncha moun- 
tain, battled with the celestial host.®® Possessed of great 
intelligence, the great generalissimo Skanda rushed against 
that foe of the gods. From fear of Kartikeya, he took shelter 
within the Krauncha mountain.®^ Inflamed with rage, the 
adorable KartH^eya then pierced that mountain with that dart 
given him by Agni.* The mountain was called Krauncha 
(crane) because of the sound it always produced resembled the 
cry of a crane.®* That mountain was variegated with fdla 
trees. The apes and elephants on it were afriglited. The 
birds that had their abode on it rose up and wheeled around in 
the welkin. The snakes began to dart down its sides.®® It 
resounded also with the cries of leopards and bears in large 
numbers that ran hither and thither in fear. Other forests on 
it rang with the cries of hundreds upon hundreds of animals.®* 
garabhaa and lions suddenly ran out. In Consequence of all 
this, that mountain, though it was reduced to a very pitiable 
. - ( - ■ . ■ 

, ^ • Xii ve(t«ft41(jtthe py8vioaasBcttoait i^*siid tlDiatl idra gave bina 
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plight, still assumed a yry beautiful aspect** The Vidyct^ 
dharas' dwelling on its summits soared into the air. The 
/ifinnams also became very anxious, distracted by the fear 
caused by the fall of SkandVs dart.** The Daityas then, by 
hundreds and thousands, came out of that blazing mountain, 
all clad in beautiful ornaments and garlands. The followers of 
Bumara; prevailing oyer them in battle, slew them all,*^ 
The adorable Skanda, inflamed with rage, quickly slew the son 
of the chief (Vali) along with his younger brother, 

even as Indra^had slain Vritra (in days before).*® That slayer 
of hostile heroes, viz. Agni's son, pierced with his dart the 
Krauncha mountain, dividing his own self sometimes into 
many and sometimes uniting all his portions into one.** Ee*-, 
peatedly hurled from his hand, the dart repeatedly conre back 
to him. Even such was the might and glory of the adorable 
son^f Agni,®® With redoubled heroism, and energy and fame 
and success, the god pierced the mountain ai\d slew hundreds 
of The adorable god, having thus slain the enemies 

of the celestials, was worshipped and honored by the latter 
and' obtained great joy.®* After the Krauncha mountain had 
been pierced and after the son of Chanda had been slain, 
drums were beat, O king; and conchs were blown.-* The celes- 
tial ladies rained floral showers in succession upon that divine 
lord of Yogins,^^ Auspicious breezes began to blow, bearing 
celestial perfumes. The Oaiuiharvas hymned his praises as 
also great Rishis always engaged in the performance of sacri- 
fices.®* Some speak of him as the puissant son of the Grand- 
aire, viz., Sanatkumara, the eldest of all the sons of Brahman.®* 
Some speak of him as the son of Mahecjwara, and some as that 
of Agni. Some again describe him as the son of Uma or of 
the Krittikae or of Gangar®^ Hundreds and thousands of 
people speak of that Lord of Yogins, of blazing form and 
great might, As the son of one of those, or of either of two of 
those, *ot of any one of four of those.*®® 

“I have thus told thee, 0 king, everything about the ir^ 
atallation of Kartikeya. Listen now *o the history of the sao 
jedness of that foremost of tirt/ias on the Saraswati.®* That 
foremost of tirthflfSi (\ ufonarch, after the enemies of the gods 
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had been slain, became a second heave^.^** The puissant son 
of Agni gave unto each of the foremost ones among the celes- 
tials diverse kinds of dominion and affluence *and at last the 
Bovereignty of the three worlds,*®'* Even thus, 0 motnarch,^ 
was that adorable exterminater of the Daily as installed by the 
gods as their generalissimo.*®* That other tirtha^ 0 bull of 
Bharata's race, where in days, of yore Varuna the Lord»Qf 
waters had been installed by the celestials, is known by the 
name of JVtijctsa.*®* Having bathed in' that iirtha and adored 
Skanda, Rama gave unto the Brahrnanas gold and clothes and 
ornaments and other things.*®* Passing one night there, that 
slayer of hostile heroes, viz., Madhava, praising that foremost 
, of tirthas and touching its water, became cheerful and happy.*®* 
I have now told thee everything about which thou hadst 
enquired, viz., how the divine Skanda was installed by the 
assembled gods !"*®* 

Section XLVII. 

Janamejaya said,— “This hislw^ry, 0 regenerate one, that I 
have heard from thee is exceedingly wonderful, viz., .this nar- 
ration, in detail, of the installation, according to due rites, of 
Skanda !* 0 thou possessed of wealth of asceticism, I deem 
myself cleansed by having listened to this account ! My hair 
stands on end and my mind hath become cheerful !* Having 
heard the history of the installation of Kumara and the des- 
truction of the Daityas, great hath been my joy ! I feel a 
curiosity, however, in respect of another matter I* How was 
the Lord of the waters installed by the celestials in th^at iirtha 
in days of yore ? 0 best of men, tell mo all that, for thou art 
possessed of great wisdom and art skilled in narration T* 

Vaiijampayana said,— “Listen, 0 king, to this wonderful 
history as it transpired truly in a former kalpa ! In days of 
yore, in the JSTrita age, 0 king, all the celestials, duly ap- 
proaching Varuna, said unto him these words :*-r-‘As Cakra, 
the Lord of the celestiale, always protects us from every fear, 
aiitiilarly be thou the Lord of all the rivers !• Thou .always 
0 god, in the Ocean, that homjf of makavas! ThU 
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Ocean/ thd lord of rivejp, will then be under tfay dominion!* 
Thou ahalt then wax and wane with Soma!* — (Thus address^ 
eid) Varuna answered them, saying, — Xet it be so I* All the 
celestials then, assembling ‘together, made Varuna having hie 
abode in the Ocean the Lord of all the waters, according to 
the rites laid down in the scriptures.* Having installed Varuna 
ae the Lord of all acquatic creatures and worshipping him 
duly, the celestials returned to their respective abodes.*® In- 
stalled by the celestials, the illustrious Varuna began to duly 
protect seas apd lakes and rivers and other receptacles of water 
as Cakra protects the gods.** Bathing in that txrtha also and 
giving away diverse kinds of gifts, Valadeva, the slayer of 
Pralamva, possessed of great wisdom, then proceeded to Agni 
tirtha, that spot, viz, where the eater of clarified butter, dis- 
appearing from the view, became concealed within the entrails 
of the wood.** When the light of all the worlds thus 

disappeared, 0 sinless one, the gods then repaired to the Grand- 
sire of the universe.** And they said, — ‘The adorable Agni 
has disappeared. We do not know the reason. Let not all 
creatures be destroyed! Create fire, 0 puissant Lord I* **‘* 
Janamejaya said, — “For what reason did Agni, the Creator 
of all the worlds, disappear ? How also was he disefivered by 
the gods ? Tell me all this in detail I’*** 

Vai^amp&yana said, — “Agni of great energy became very 
much frightened at the curse of Bhrigu, Concealing himself 
within the entrails of the f ami wood, that adorable god dis- 
appeared from the view.** Upon the disappearance of Agni, 
all the gods, with Vasava at their head, in great affliction, 
searched for the missing god.** Finding Agni then, they saw 
that god lying within the entrails of the fami wood.** The 
celestials, 0 tiger among kings, with Vrihaspati at their head, 
having succeeded in finding out the god, became very glad 
with V&sava amongst them.** They then returned to the 
places they bad come from. Agni also, fronv Bhrigu*s curse, 
became an eater of everything as Bhrigu, that utterer of 
BrdKmoi^; had said.*® | The intelligent i^alarama, having bath- 
ed th^e, then proceeded to Brahmayoni where the adorable 
Oraudeirir of all the forlds bad ex^cised bis foiiciiona of 



IfAffABHAIQ&TA 


l9Qr 


[QaddyvMh^:. 


creation." In days of yore, the Lord ^Brahman, having with 
all the gods bathed in that tniha, created all the iirthas, 
according to due rites, for the celestials.** Ba*thing there and 
giving away diverse kinds of gifts, ^Valadeva then proceeded 
to the tirtha called Kauvera where the puissant Ailavila, 
having practised severe auterities, obtained, G king, the Lord* 
ship over all treasures.** While he dwelt there (engaged in 
austerities), all kinds of wealth and all the precious gems 
came to him of their own accord. Valadeva, having repaired 
to that tirtka and bathed in its waters, duly gave much wealth 
unto the Brahmanas.*^ Rama beheld at that spot the excellent 
woods of Kuvera. In days of yore, the high-souled Kuvera, 
the chief of the YakhaSy having practised the severest auster^^ 
ities there, obtained many boons.** There were the lordship of 
all treasures, the friendship of Rudra possessed of immeasur- 
able energy, the status of a god, the regency over a particular 
point of the compass (viz., the north), and a son named Nala- 
kuvara. These the chief of the Yakshas speedily .obtained 
there, 0 thou of mighty arms !** The Maruts, coming there, 
installed him duly (in his sovereignty). He also obtained fon 
a vehicle a well-equipt and celestial car, fleet as thoughti as also 
all the aflfueiice of a god.*’ Bathing in that tirtha and giving 
away much wealth, Vala using white unguents thence pro-r 
ceeded quickly to another tirtha^* Populous with all kinds of 
creatures, that tirtha is known by the name of Va(!arapachana. 
There the fruits of every season are always to be found and 
flowers and fruits of every kind arc always abundant.”** 


Section XLVIIL 

Vaigampayana said, — “Rama (as already said) then pro-i 
ceeded to the tirtha called Vadaropachana where dwell many 
ascetics and Siddhas, There the daughter of Bharadwaja, un- 
rivalled on Earth for beauty, named CruvSvati, practised severe 
austerities. She was a maiden who led the life of a Brahma- 
That beaatiful damsel, observing diverse kinds 
bf ,*6ws, practised the austerest of penances, moved by the 
^;,cbtajtiiii| the Lord of the calmials for. her huBbtmd.'*' 
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Many years passed awaf , 0 perpebuater of Kuru’s race, during 
which that damsel continually observed those diverse kihds of 
vows exceedingly difficult pf being practised by women.^ The 
ador^le chastiser of Faka at last became gratified with her 
in consequence of that conduct and those penances of hers 
and that high-regard she showed for him.* The puissant 
Lord of the celestials then came to that hermitage, having 
assumed the form of the high-souled and regenerate Riahi 
Vacjishtha.* Beholding that foremost of ascetics, viz., Vanish- 
tha, of the* austerest penances, she worshipped Lim, O 
Bharata, according to the rites observed by ascetics,^ Con-r 
Versant with vows, the auspicious and sweet speeched damsel 
addressed him, saying, — ‘0 adorable one, 0 tiger among as- 
cetics, tell me thy commands, 0 lord !* 0 thou of excellent 

vows, I shall serve thee, according to the measure of my 
might ! I will not, however, give thee *tny hand, in conse- 
quence of my regard for Cakra I am gratifying Cakra, the 
lord of the three worlds, with vows and rigid observances and 
ascetic penances Thus addressed by her, the illustrious 
god, smiling as he cast his eyes on her, and knowing her 
observances, addressed her sweetly, 0 Bharata, saying, 
‘Thou practisest penances of the austerest kind ! This is known 
to me, 0 thou of excellent vows ! That object also, cherished 
in thy heart, for the attainment of whic’x thou strivest, 0 aus- 
picious one,** shall, 0 thou of beautiful face, be accomplished 
for thee 1 Everything is attainable by penances. Everything 
rests on penances.*® All those regions of blessedness, 0 thou 
of beautiful face, that belong to the gods can bo obtained by 
penances. Penances are the root of great happiness.** Those 
men that cast off their bodies after having practised austere 
penances, obtain the status of gods, 0 auspicious one 1 Bear 
in mind these words of mine !*• Do thou now, 0 blessed 
.damsel, • boil tl^eae five jujubes, 0 thou of excellent vowsl* 
Having said these words, the adorable slayer of Vala wen^ 
away, taking leave, to mentally recite certain mantras ** at 
an excellent tirtha Aoi far from that hermitage. That 
icame to be known iAthe three worlds after the name of Indica, 
P girer^ loffow it was for purpose; uf test>- 
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ing the damsers devotion that the^Lordt-of the celestials acted 
in that way for obstructing the boiling of the , jujubes.’* The 
damsel, 0 king, having cleansed herself, began her task ; 
restraining speech and with attention fixed on it, she sat tb her 
task, without feeling any fatigue.’* Even thus that damsel 
of high vows, 0 tiger among kings, began to boil those jujubes. 
As she sat employed in her task, O bull among men, day was 
about to wane but yet those jujubes showed no signs of having 
been softened.** The fuel she had there was all consumed. 
Seeing the fire about to die away owing to want' of fuel, she 
began to burn her own limbs.*’ The beautiful maiden first 
thrust her feet into the fire. The sinless damsel sat still while 
her feet began to be consumed.** The faultless girl did not 
at all mind her burning feet. Difficult of accomplishment, she 
did it from desire of doing good to the Rishi (that had been 
her guest).** Her face did not at all change under that 
painful process, nor did she feel any cheerlessness on that 
account. Having thrust her limbs into the fire, she felt as 
much joy as if she had dipped them into cool water,** The 
words of the Rishit viz ., — Cook these jujubes well — were borne 
in her mind, O Bharata 1** The auspicious damsel, bearing 
those words of the great Rishi in her mind, began to cook 
those jujubes although the latter, O king, showed no signs of 
softening.** The adorable Agni himself consumed her feet. 
For this, however, the maiden did not feel the slightest pain.** 
Beholding this act of hers, the Lord of the three worlds be- 
came highly gratified. He then showed himself in his own 
proper form to the damsel.** The chief of the celestials then 
addressed that maiden of very austere vows, saying, — T am 
gratified with thy devotion, thy penances, and thy vows !** 
The wish, therefore, 0 auspicious one, that thou cheerishest 
shall be accomplished ! Casting off thy body, 0 blessed one^ 
than shalt in heaven live with me !** This hermitage, again, 
shall be^me the foremost of tirthas in the world, capable of 
cleansing from every sin.iO thou of fair eye-brows, and Shall bt 
knowb by the ntm^ ot '^adarapctchana. tt shall be celebrated 
Stt tllB tbiree #orids and shall be praised great jBisbis,** In 
ttae vliry (irtbai 0 muSpicious, a|d highly blessed ont| 
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the seven Bishis had, on ^ne occasion, left Arundhati (the wife 
of one of them) while they w5nt to Himavat,” Those highly 
ble^ed ones, of ^fery rigid vows, had gone there f6r gathering 
fruits ^nd roots for their au^enance.** While they thus lived 
in a forest of Himavat for procuring their sustenance, a 
drought occured extending for twelve years.** Those ascetics, 
hawing made an asylum for themselves, continued to live there. 
Meanwhile Arundhati devoted herself to ascetic penances (at 
the spot where she had been left).** Beholding Arundhati 
devoted to the^austerest bf vows, the boon-giving and Three- 
eyed deity (Mahadeva), highly pleased, came there.** The 
illustrious Mahadeva, assuming the form of a Brahmana, came 
to her and said, — I desire alms, 0 auspicious one 1*’^ — The 
beautiful Arundhati said unto him, — Our store of food hath 
been exhausted, 0 Brahmana ! Do thou eat jujubes I** — Maha- 
deva,replied, — Cook these jujubes, 0 thou of excellent vows ! — 
After these words, she began to cook those jujubes for doing 
what was agreeable to that Brahmana.** Placing those jujubes 
on the fire, the celebrated Arundhati listened to diverse ex- 
cellent and charming and sacred discourses (from the lips of 
Mahadeva). That twelve years’ drought then passed away 
(as if it were a single day).*® Without food, and employed 
in cooking and listening to those auspicious discourses, that 
terrible period passed away as if it were a single day to her.**- 
Thou the seven Rishis, having procured fruits from the 
mountain, returned to that spot. The adorable Mahadeva, 
highly pleased with Arundhati, said unto her,** — Approach, 
as formerly, these Rishis, 0 righteous one I I have been 
gratified \vith thy penances and vows !** — The adorable Hara 
then stood confost in his own form. Gratified, he spoke unto 
them about the noble conduct of Arundhati (in these words), *^ 
—The ascetic merit, ye regenerate ones, that this lady hath 
earned, is, I think, much greater than what ye have earned 
on the breast of Himavat !*• The penances practised by this 
lady have bcerf exceedingly austere, for she passed twelve 
years in cooking^ herself fasting all th«^ while 1**— The divine 
MahidbVa then, addressing Arundhati, said unto her,— Solicit 
thou th^ bobn, 0 aus^cious dame, which is in thy heatHy-^ 
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Then that lady of large eyes that ^ were of a reddish hue 
addressed that god in the midst of the seven Siskie, saying,— 
If, 0 divine one, thou art gratified with mo, then let this 
spot'be an excellent tirtka ! Let It be known by the ncme of 
Vadarapachana and let it be the favorite resort of Siddhas 
and celestial Rishis /** So also, 0 god of gods, let him who 
observes a fast here and resides for three nights after havtog 
cleansed himself, obtain the fruit of a twelve years’ fasti** — 
The god answered her, saying, —Let it be so !— Praised by the 
seven RkhiSy the god thou repaired to heaven.'® Indeed, the 
iZi.s7m had been filled with wonder at sight of the god and 
upon beholding the chaste Arundhati herself unspent and 
still possessed of the hue of health and so capable of bearing 
hunger and thirst.'* Even thus the pure-souled Arundhati, 
in days of old, obtained the highest success, like thee, 0 
highly blessed lady, for my sake, 0 damsel of rigid vov;s !" 
Thou, however, 0 amiable maiden, hast practised severer pen- 
ances ! Gratified with thy vows, I shall also grant thee this 
especial boon, 0 auspicious one," a boon that is superior to 
what was granted to Arundhati ! Throngh the power of the 
high-souled god who had granted that boon to Arundhati and 
through the energy of thyself, 0 amiable one, I shall duly 
grant thee another boon now,'* viz., that the person who will 
reside in this iirtha for only one night and bathe here with 
soul fixed (on meditation), will, after casting off his body, 
obtain many regions of blessedness that are difficult of acqui' 
sibion (by other means) — Having said these words unto the 
cleansed Cruvavati, the thousand-eyed Cakra of great energy 
then went back to heaven." After the wielder of the thunder- 
bolt, 0 king, had departed, a shower of celestial flowers of 
sweet fragrance fell there, 0 chief of Bharata’s race 1” Celes- 
tial kettle-drums also, of loud sound, were beat there. Auspi- 
cious and perfumed breezes also blew there, 0 monarch 
The auspicious Cruvavati then, casting off her body, became 
the spqpse of Indra. Obtaining that status through austere 
penances, she began to.Jiass her time, spirting with him for 
ever and ever."** ^ 

JaiAmejay^i the j^other of CruYSjati, 
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and how was that fair damsel reared ? I desire to hear this,. 
O ^rahmana, for ihe curioaifcy I feel is great !”•* 

Vai^ampayana said, — “Thre vital seed of the regenerate and^ 
high-souled Rishi Bharadwaja fell upon beholding the large- 
eyed Apsard Ghritachi.as the latter was passing at one timo/^ 
Thjt foremost of ascetics thereupon held it in his hand. Ifr 
was then kept in a cup m^e of the leaves of a tree. In that 
cup* was born the girl Cruvavati.®* Having performed the 
usual post-genital rites, the great ascetic Bharadwaja, endued: 
with wealth of penances, gave her a name/* The name the 
righteous-souled Rishi gave her in the presence of the gods 
and Rishis was Cruvavafci. Keeping the girl in his hermitage, 
Bharadwaja repaired to the forests of Himavat/^ That fore- 
most one among the Yadus, viz., Valadcva of great dignity, 
having bathed in that iirtha and. given away much wealth 
unto many foremost of Brahmanas, then proceeded, with soul, 
well fixed on meditation, to the tirtka of Cakra.”®* 


Section XLIX. 

Yai<;ampayana said; — “The mighty chief of the Yadus, hav- 
ing proceeded to Indra’s tirtlia, bathed there according to duo 
rites and gave away wealth and gems unto the Brahmanas.* 
There the chief of the celestials had performed a hundred' 
horse-sacrifices and given av^ay enormous >yealth unto Vrihas- 
pati.* Indeed, through the assistance of Brahmanas conver- 
sant with the Vedas, Cakra performed all those sacrifices 
there, acc<Jl*ding to rites ordained (in the scriptures). Those 
sacrifices were such that everything in them was unstinted. 
Steeds of all kinds were brought there. The gifts to Brah- 
manas: were, profuse/ Having duly completed those hundred 
sacrifices, 0 chief of the Bharatas, Cakra of great splendour 
came to be called by the name of gatakratu^ That auspi- 
cious and sacred tiHha, capable of cleansing from every sin, 
thereupon* came co he called after his name as I^dTa-^tivihay 
Having duly bathed thtfe, Valadeva worshipped the Brahma- 
nas \yith presents of cx^llent food and robes.. He then pro- 
ceeded to that auspiciou^and foremost of tiTthas called after 
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the name of Rama.* The highly btessed Rania of Bhrigu’s 
race, endued with great ascetic merit, repeatedly subjugated 
the Earth and slew all the foremost of Kshatriyas.^ (After 
achieving such feats) Rama performed in that tirtha a Vdjch 
pei/a sacrifice and a hundred horse-sacrifices through the 
assistance of his preceptor Kacjyapa, that best of Miijiis, 
There, as sacrificial fee, Rama gave unto his preceptor the 
whole Earth with her oceans.* The great Rama, having duly 
bathed there, made presents unto the Bramamanas, 0 Janame- 
jaya, and worshipped them thus.® Having made diverse pre- 
sents consisting of diverse kinds of gems as also kine and 
elephants and female slaves and sheep and goats, he then 
retired into the woods.‘® Having bathed in that sacred and 
foremost of tirthas that was the resort of gods and regenerate 
Itiskisy Valadeva. duly worshipped the ascetics th^re, and then 
proceeded to the tirtha called Yamuna.^ Endued with great 
effulgence, Vanina, the highly blessed son of Aditi, had in 
days of yore performed in that tirtha the Rdjasiiya sacrifice, 
O lord of Earth !‘* Having in battle subjugated both men and 
celestials and Gandharvas and Rdkahasas, Vanina, 0 king,’* 
that slayer of hostile heroes, performed his grand sacrifice in 
that tirtha. Upon the commencement of that foremost of 
sacrifices, a battle ensued between the gods and the Ddnavas, 
inspiring the three worlds with terror.** After the completion 
of that foremost of sacrifices, viz., the Rdjasuya (of Vanina), 
a terrible battle, 0 Janamejaya, ensued amongst the Ksha- 
triyas.** The ever liberal and puissant Valadeva, having wor- 
shipped the Rishis there, made many presents unto those that 
desired them.** Filled with joy and praised by the great Rishis, 
Valadeva, that hero ever decked with garlands of wild flowers 
and possessed of eyes like lotus leaves, then proceeded to the 
tirtha called Aditya.*^ There, 0 best of kings, the adorable 
Surya of great splendour, having performed a sacrifice, obtained 
the sqyereignty of all luminous bodies (in the universe) and 
acquired also his gre^ energy.** There, in that tirtha situate 
: <>rt the bank of that river, all the godJ,' with Vasava at their 
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of Madhu, the YahhS, th^ EsMasas, and the Pigachas, 0 
king,*® and diverse others, numbering by thousands, all crowned 
with ascetic success, alwaf^a reside. Indeed, in that auspicious 
and sacred tiriha of the Saraawati, Vishnu himself, having in 
days of yore slain the Aswas Madhu and Kaitabha, had, 0 
chief of the Bharatas, performed his ablutions.**'** The Island- 
born (Vyasa) also, of virtuous soul, 0 Bharata, having bathed 
in that tirtha, obtained great Yoga powers and attained to 
high success.** Endued with great ascetic merit, the Itishi 
Asita-Devala also, having bathed in that very tirtha with soul 
rapt in high Yoga meditation, obtained great Yoga powers/'** 


Section L. 

Vaigiimpayana said,— “In that tirtha lived in days of yore 
a Riahi of virtuous soul, named Asita-Devala, observant 
of the duties of domesticity.^ Devoted to virtue, he led a life 
of purity and self-restraint. Possessed of great ascetic merit, 
he was compassionate unto all creatures and never injured 
any one. In word, deed, and thought, he maintained an equal 
behaviour towards all creatures.* Without wrath, 0 monarch, 
censure and praise were equal to him. Of equal attitude 
towards the agreeable and the disagreeable, he was, like Yama 
himself, thoroughly impartial.* The gr >at ascetic looked with 
an equal eye upon gold and a heap of pebbles. He daily 
Worshipped the gods and guests, and the Brahmanas (that 
came to him). Ever devoted to righteousness, he always prac- 
tised the vow of Brahviacharya*^ Once upon a time, an 
intelligent ascetic, 0 monarch, of the name of Jaigishavya, 
devoted to Yoga and rapt in meditation and leading the life of 
a mendicant, came to Devala's asylum.* Possessed of great 
splendour, that' great ascetic, ever devoted to Fogfa, 0 monarch, 
while residing in Devala's asylum, became crowned with ascetic 
success.* Indeed, while the great Muni Jaigishavya resided * 
there,* Devala kepU his eyes on him, never neglecting him 
at any time.* TtJis, 0 monarch, a long time was passed 
by the two, in dajs of yore. On one occasion, Devala lost 
sight of Jaiglshavy .811 that foremost of ascetics/ At the hour, 
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however, of dinner, OJanamejaya,* the intelligent and righte- 
ous ascetic, leading a life of mendicancy, approached Devala . 
for soliciting alms.* Beholding that great ascetic re-appear in 
the guise of a mendicant, Devala showed him great honors 
and expressed mQch gratification.*® And Devala worshipped 
his guest, 0 Bharata, according»to the measure of his abilities^ 
after the rites laid down by the Riahis and with great 
attention for many yeara.*^ One day, however; 0 king, in 
the sight of that great Muni, a deep anxiety perturbed the 
heart of the high-souled Devala.** The latter thought within 
himself, — ‘'Many years have I passed in worshipping this 
ascetic. This idle mendicant, however, hath not yet spoken 
to me a single word !’** — Having thought of this, the blessed; 
Devala proceeded to the shores of the ocean, journeying through 
the welkin and bearing his earthen jug with him.*^ * Arrived 
at the coast of the Ocean, that lord of rivers, 0 Bharata, the 
righteous-souled Devala saw Jaigishavya arrived there before 
him.** The lord Asita, at this sight, became filled with wonder 
[ and thought within himself, — ‘How could the mendicant come 
to the ocean and perform his ablutions even before my arrival ?’** 
Thus thought the great Rishi Asita. Duly performing his 
ablutions there and purifying himself thereby, he then began 
to silently recite the sacred mantrasJ’' Having finished his 
ablutions and silent prayers, the blessed Devala returned 
to his asylum, 0 Janaihejaya, bearing with him his earthen 
vessel filled with water.** As the ascetic, however, entered his 
own asylum, he saw Jaigishavya seated there.** The great 
ascetic Jaigishavya never spoke a word to Devala but fived in 
the latter’s asylum as if he were a piece of wood.*® Having 
beheld that ascetic, who was an ocean of austerities, plunged 
in the waters of the sea (before his own arrival there), Asita 
now saw him returned to his hermitage before his own re- 
turn.** Witnessing this power, derived through Yoga, of Jaigi- 
shavya's^ penances, Asita-Devala, 0 king, endued with great 
intelligence, began to reflect upon the matter.** Indeed, that 
best of ascetics, 0 monarch, wondered n|/uch, saying, — ^‘How 
eou!J^lh|s one be seen in the ocean and a^ain in ray herrait- 
‘ While cmptoycd in such though^, tbo ascetic Devala, 
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conversant with man^ws, then soared aloft, Omonarcb^ from 
hermitage into the sky, for ascertaining who JaigisihAvya 
wedded to a life of mendicancy really was.** Devala saw crowds 
of sky-ranging Siddhas rapt in meditation, and he saw Jaigi- 
shavya reverentially worshipped by those Siddhas,^^ Firm in 
the obervance of his vows and perse v(?ring (in his efforts), 
Devala became filled with wrath at the sight. He then saw 
Jaigishavya set out for heaven.®* He next beheld him proceed 
to the region of the Pitris, Devala saw him then proceed to 
the region ofrYama.*' From Yama’s region the great ascetic 
Jaigishavya was then seen to soar aloft and proceed to the abode 
of Soma. He was then seen to proceed to the blessed regions 
(one after another) of the performers of certain rigid sacri- 
fices,®* Thence he proceeded to the regions of the AgnihotHs 
and thencq to the region of those ascetics that perform the 
Dawa and the Paurnamasa sacrifices.** The intelligent Devala 
then saw him proceed from those regions of persons performing 
sacrifices by killing animals to that pure region which is wor- 
shipped by the very gods,*® Devala next saw the mendicant 
proceed to the place of those ascetics that perform the sacri- 
fice called ChatiLnnasya and diverse others of the same kind. 
Thence he proceeded to the region belonging to the performers 
of the Agnishtoma sacrifice.*® Devala then saw his guest 
repair to the place of those ascetics that j-erform the sacrifice 
called Agmshivtta,^^ Indeed, Devala next saw him in the 
regions of those highly wise men that perform that foremest of 
sacrifices, viz., Vdjapeya, and that other sacrifice in which a 
profusion jof gold is necessary.** Then he saw Jaigishavya in 
the region of those that perform the Rdjasuya and the Punda-- 
He then saw him in the regions of those foremost of 
men that perform the horse-sacrifice and the sacrifice in which 
human beings are slaughtered.** Indeed, Devala saw Jaigi- 
shavya in the regions also of those that perform the sacrifice 
called SautTdivtfQ/ni and that other in which the flesh, so diffi- 
cult to procure of all living animals^ is required.** Jaigi- 
shavya was then seen the regions of fliose that perform the 
sacrifide called Dada^ha and diverse others of a similar 
character,** guest sojouriung in the Region 
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of Mitravaruna and then in that of theuldityas."* Asita then 
saw his guest pass through the regions of the Radras, the Vasus, 
and Vrihaspati.®* Having soared next into the blessed region 
called Goloka, Jaigishavya was next seen to pass into these 
of the Brahmasatris,^^ Having by his energy passed through 
three other regions, he was seen to proceed to those regions 
that are reserved for women that are chaste and devoted 
their husbands Asita, however, at this point, 0 chastiser 
of foes, lost sight of Jaigishavya, that foremost of ascetics, 
who, rapt in Yoga, vanished from his sight,^* . The highly 
blessed Devala then reflected upon the power of Jaigishavya 
and the excellence of his vows as also upon the unrivalled 
success of his Yoga,^^ Then the self-restrained Asita, with 
joined hands and in a reverential spirit, enquired of those fore** 
most of Siddhas in the regions of the Brahmasatris, say- 
ing,** — ^*1 do not see Jaigishavya ! Tell me where that ascetic 
of great energy ia ! I desire to hear this, for great is my 
curiosity !’*• 

**The Siddhas said, — Listen, 0 Devala of rigid vows, as we 
speak to thee’ the truth ! Jaigishavya hath gone to the eternal 
region of Brahman !’ '"** 

Vai 5 ampayana continued, — “Hearing these wotds of those 
Siddhas residing in the regions of the Brahmasatris, Asita 
endeavoured to soar aloft but he soon fell down *^ The Sid- 
dhas then, once more addressing Devala, said unto him,— 
‘Thou, 0 Devala, art not competent to proceed thither, viz., 
the abode of Brahman, whither Jaigishavya hath gone !'”*• 

Vai 9 ampayana continued, — “Hearing those words of the 
Siddhas, Devala came down, descending from one region to 
another in due order.** Indeed, he repaired to bis own sacred 
asylum very quickly, like a winged insect. As soon as he 
entered his abode he beheld Jaigishavya seated there.** Then 
Devala, beholding the power derived through Yoga of Jaigi- 
shavya^s penances, reflected upon it with his righteous under- 
standing/^ and approaching that great ascetic, 0 king, with 
i.h#miUty, addressed tiie high-souled jf^^igishavya, saying, — ‘I 
O adorable one, to adopt the religion of Moksha (Eman- 
these bis, Jaigishavya gave 
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him lessons. And he also taiight him the ordinances of Toga 
and the supreme* and eternal duties and their reverse.** The 
great •ascetic, seeing him firmly resolved, performed all the acta 
(for his admission into that religion) according to the rites 
ordained for that end.** Then all creatures, with the Pitris, 
beholding Devala resolved to adopt the religion of Moksha, 
began to weep, saying, — ‘Alas, who will henceforth give us 
food r** Hearing these lamentations of all creatures that re- 
sounded throijgh the ten points, Devala set his heart upon 
renouncing the religion of Moksha}^ Then all kinds of sacred 
fruits and roots, O Bharata, and flowers and deciduous herbs, 
in thousands, began to weep, saying, — ‘Tl^ wicked-hearted 
and mean Devala will, without doubt, once more pluck and cut 
us ! Alas^ having once assured all creatures of his perfect 
harmlessness, he sees not the wrong that he meditates to do !’** 
At this, that best of ascetics began to reflect with the aid of 
his understanding, saying, — ‘Which amongst these two, viz., 
the religion of Moksha or that of Domesticity, will be the 
better for me ?*’*’ Reflecting upon this, Devala, 0 best of 
kings, abandoned the religion of Domesticity and adopted that 
of Moksha,*^ Having indulged in those reflections, Devala, 
in consequence of that resolve, obtained the highest success, 
0 Bharata, and the highest YogaP The celestials then, 
headed by Vrihaspati, applauded Jaigishavya and the penances 
of that ascetic.” Then that foremost of ascetics, viz., Narada, 
addressing the gods, said, — ‘There is no ascetic penance in 
Jaigisha\yra since he filled Asita with wonder — The denizens 
of heaven then, addressing Narada who said such frightful 
words, told him, — ‘Do not say so about the great ascetic 
Jaigishavya !” There is no one superior or even equal to this 
high-souled one in force of energy and penance and Toga 
Even such was the power of Jaigishavya as also of Asita. 
This is the place of those two, and this the tirtha of those two 


♦ The religion of DimeBticity requires the worship of gods and 
guests, and the perforn^nce of sacrifices. That of Mokiha does not 
require the performance ofi these or any other duties, abstention from 
injury to creatures and mmitation being its chief characteristics. — T. 
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high-souled personas.®® Bathing t'here and giving away wealth 
unto the Brahmanas, the high-souled wielder' of the plough, 
of noble deeds, earned great merit find then proceeded tp the 
tiriha of 


Section Ll. 

Vai<jampayana said, — '‘There, in that tirtha, 0 Bh&rata, 
where the Lord of stars had in former days performed the 
Hdjasioya sacrifice, a great battle was fought in which Taraka 
was the root of the evil.’ Bathing in thatiiri/ta and making 
many presents, the virtuous Vala of cleansed soul proceeded 
to the tirtha of tne Muni named Saras wat. There, during a 
drought extending for twelve years, the sage Saraswat, in 
former days, taught the Vedas unto many foremost of B^’ah- 
inanas.”®“® 

Janamejaya said, — ' Why did the sage Saraswat, 0 thou of 
ascetic merit, teach the Vedas unto the Rishis during a twelve 
years, drought?”* 

Vaicampayana continued, — “In days of yore, O monarch, 
‘there was an intelligent sage of great ascetic merit. He was 
celebrated by the name of Dadhicha. Possessing a complete 
control over his senses, he led the life of a Brahmachdrin} 
In consequence of his excessive ascetic austerities Cakra was 
afflicted with a great fear. The sage could not be turned 
(away from his penances) by the oflfer of even diverse kinds 
of rewards.* At last the chastiser of Paka, for tempting 
tho sage, despatched unto him the exceedingly beautiful 
and celestial Apeard by name Alamvusha.’ Thither where on 
the banks of the Saraswati the high-souled sage was engaged 
in the act of gratifying the gods, the celestial damsel named 
above, O monarch, made her appearance.* Beholding that 
damsel of beautiful limbs, the vital seed of that ascetic of 
cleansed soul came out. Having fallen into the Saraswati, 
the latter held it witbjbare.' Indeed, Chbull among men, the 
lii^er, beholding that seed, held it in h|r womb. In time the 
:tC8d d«velopdd into a foetus and the great river held it so 
4|at it might 1): inspired with life as|i a child,'* When the 
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time came, the foremost of rivers brought forth that child anct 
thein went, O lord, taking it >»ith her; to that' Rishi.'^ Be- 
hoMii^S I’hftt best’of Rishis in a conclave, Saraswati, 0 mon- 
arch, TvljiJe making over iSie child; said these words :**— O 
regenerate Rishit this is thjr son whom I held through'* 
devotion for thee! That seed of thine, which fell at sight of 
th« ApsarS Alamvusha,** had'beon held-by me in my womb, 
O regenerate Rishi, through devotion for thee, and well know- 
ing that that energy of thine would never suffer destruction !“' 
Given by me, uccept this faultless child of thy own!’ Thus- 
addressed by her, the Rishi accepted the child and felt great 
joy.'*' Through affection, that foremost of Brahmanas then 
smelt the head of his son and held him in a close embrace, O 
foremost one of Bharata’s race, for some time.** Gratified witlr 
the River, the great ascetic Dadhicha then gave a boon to her,- 
saying, — ‘ 'Ae ViciuedevtX8t the Rishis^ and all the tribes of 
the Gandharvas and the Apsaras, will henceforth, 0 blessed 
one, derive great happiness when oblations of thy water arc 
presented unto them Having said so unto that great river, 
the sage, gratMed and filled with joy, then praised her in these 
words. Listen to them duly, 0 king !** — ‘Thou hast taken- 
thy rise, 0 highly blessed one, from the lake of Brahman in 
days of old. All ascetics of rigid vows know thee, O furemostr 
of rivers!^* Alway^f agreeable features, thou hast done mo 
great good ! This thy groat child, 0 thoi of the fairest com- 
plexion, will be known by the name of Saraswat This* 
thy son, capable of creating no\r worlds, will become known 
after thy name ! Indeed, that great ascetic will be known by 
the name of Saraswat !** During a drought extending for 
twelve years, this Saraswat, O blessed one, will teach the 
Vedas unto many foremost of Brahmanas !** O blessed Sara-, 
swati, through my grace, thou shalt, 0 beautiful one, alwdys^ 
become the foremost of all sacred rivers !'** Even thus was the 
great River praised by the sage after the latter had granted 
her boons. The River then, in great joy, went away, 0 bull 
of Bharata’s race, takirfc with her tha{» child.** Meanwhile, 
on the occasion of a wat between the gods and the Dd'xavas, . 
Cakra wandered through the three >yorIds in search of wcap^ 
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ons.** The great god, however, failed to find such weapons 
as were fib to slay the foes of the ‘celestials.®* Cakra then said 
unto the gods, — The great Amras are incapaWe of being dealt 
with by me ! Indeed, without the bones of Dadhicha, pur foes 
could not be slain 1®’ Ye best of celestials, repair, therefore, 
to that foremost of Rishis and solicit him, saying, — Grant us, 
0 Dadhicha, thy bones ! With them we will slay our foes 
Beseeched by them for his bones, that foremost of Rishis, 
O chief of Kuru’s race, unhesitatingly gave up his life. Hav- 
ing done what was agreeable to the gods, the sage obtained 
many regions of inexhaustible merit.®® With his bones, 
meanwhile, Cakra joyfully caused to be made many kinds of 
weapons, such as thunder-bolts, disci, heavy maces, and many 
kinds of clubs and bludgeons.*® Equal unto the Creator him- 
self, Dadhicha, had been begotten by the great Rishi Bhrigu, 
the son of the Lord of all creatures, with the aid of his ^aus- 
tere penances.**^ Of about limbs and possessed of great 
energy, Dadhicha had been made the strogest of creatures in 
the world. The puissant Dadhicha, celebrated for his glory, 
became tall like the king of mountains, The chastiser of Paka 
had always been anxious on account of his energy.** With 
the thunder-bolt born of Brahma energy, and inspired with 
mantras, 0 Bharata, Indra made a loud noise when he hurled 
it, and slew nine and ninety heroes a||ong the Laityas}^ 
After a long and dreadful time had elapsed since then, a 
drought, 0 king, occurred that extended for twelve ycars,*^ 
During that drought extending for twelve years, the great 
Rishis, for the sake of sustenance, fled away, 0 monarch, on all 
sides.** Beholding them scattered in all directions* the sage 
Saraswat also set his heart on flight. The river Saraswati 
then said unto him,®* — ‘Thou needst not, 0 son, depart hence, 
for,! will always supply thee with food even hero by giving thee 
large fishes! Stay thou, therefore, even here!’” Thus ad- 
dressed (by the river), the sage continued to live there and 
oflferipblations of food unto the Rishis and the gods. Ho got 
also his daily food an^thus continued lu support both his life- 

' 

* Nflakautha seems to me to miaundersbaud this verse. —T. 
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breaths and the gods.** After that twelve years' drought had 
passed away, the great*5Ji«ftie solicited one another for lectures 
o<i the FecJoe.*** While wandering with famished stomachs, 
the Rishia had lost the knowledge of the Vedas. There was, 
indeed, not one amongst them that could understand the 
scriptures/^ It chanced that some one amongst them encoun'- 
tjfred Saraswat, that foremost of Rishia^ while the latter was 
reading the Vedas with concentrated attention.*^ Coming 
back to the conclave of Rishis, he spoke to them of Saraswat 
of unrivalled splendour and god-like mien engaged in reading 
the FecZas in a solitary forest.'** . Then all the great Rishia 
came to that spot, and jointly spoke unto Saraswat, that best 
of ascetics, these words /* — ‘Teach us, 0 sage T Unto them 
the ascetic replied, saying, — ‘Become ye my disciples duly I'** 
The conclave of ascetics answered, — ‘0 son, thou art too young 
in years Thereupon he answered tho ascetics, — T must act 
in such a way that my religious merit may not suffer a diminu- 
tion He that teaches improperly, and he that learns impro- 
perly, are both lost in no time and come to hate each other !** 
It is not upon years, or decrepitude, or wealth, or the number 
of kinsmen, that Rishis found their claim to merit ! He 
amongst us is great who is capable of reading and understand- 
ing the Vedas Hearing these words of his, those Munis 
duly became his disciples and obtaining from him their Vedas 
once more began to practise their rites.** Sixty thousand 
Munis became disciples of the regenerate Rishi Saraswat for 
the sake of acquiring their Vedas from him/® Owning obe- 
dience to that agreeable Rishi though a boy, the Munis each 
brought a handful of grass and offered it to him for his seat/® 
The mighty son of Rohini, and elder brother of Ke(java, hav- 
ing given away wealth in that tirtha, then joyfully proceeded 
to another where lived (in days of yore) an old lady without 
having passed through the ceremony of marriage.''*^ 


Section LII. 

Janamejaya saidf — “Why, 0 regenerate one, did that maiden 
betake herself to as cctic penances in days of old ? For what 
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reason did she practise penances, and what was her vow ?* 
Unrivalled and fraught with myetery*'i3 the discourse that 
I have already heard from thee ! Tell me (now) all the parti- 
culars in detail regarding how that maid employed herself 
in penances/'* 

Vai^ampayana said, — ‘‘There was a Rishi of abundant- 
energy and great fame, named Kuni-Garga. That foremosj 
of ascetics, having practised the austerest of penances, 0 king,* 
created a fair-browed daughter by a* fiat of his will. Behold^ 
ing her, the celebrated ascetic Kuni-Garga became filled with 
joy. He abandoned his body, O king, and then went to 
heaven.* That faultless and amiable and fair-browed maiden, 
meanwhile, of eyes like lotus petals, continued to practise 
severe and very rigid penances. She worshipped the Pitris and 
the gods with fasts.* In the practice of such severe penances 
a long period elapsed. Though her sire had been' for giv- 
ing her away to a husband, she yet did not wish for marriage, 
for she did not see a husband that could be worthy of her,®' 
Continuing to emaciate her body with austere penances, sho 
devoted herself to the worship of the Pitvis and the gods in 
that solitary forest,'' Although engaged in such toil, O mon- 
arch, and although she emaciated herself by age and austeri^ 
ties, yet she regarded herself happy.* At last when she (be- 
came very old so that she) could no longer move even a single 
step without being aided by any one, she set her heart upon 
departing for the other world.® Beho(ding her about to cast 
off her body, Narada said unto her, — “0 sinless one, thou 
hast no regions of blessedness to obtain in consequence of thy 
not having cleansed thyself by the rite of marriage !** * 0 thou 
of great vows, we have heard this in heaven ! Great hath 
been thy ascetic austerities, but thou hast no claim to regions 
of blessedness !*** Hearing these words of Narada, the old 
lady went to a concourse of Rishis and said, — “I shall give 
him half my penances who will accept ray hand in marriage !'** 
After sl^e had said those words, Galava's son, a .Rishi kno\yn 
by the name of Cringavat, accepted her h^nd, having proposed 
this ^compact to her :**— ‘With this compac| 0 beautiful lady, 
I shall accept thy hand^ viz., that.thou shalt live with me for 
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only one night !’ Having agreed to that compact, she gave 
him her hand.** * Indeed, Galava’a son, according to the ordi- 
nances laid down and having duly poured libations on* the lire, 
accepted her hand and married her.** On that night, she became 
a young lady of the fairest complexion, robed in celestial attire 
a«d decked in celestial ornaments and garlands and smeared 
with celestial unguents and perfumes.*' Beholding her blazing 
with beauty, Oalava’s son became very happy and passed one 
'night in her company. At morn she said unto him ” — ‘The 
compact, 0 Brahmana, I had made with thee, hath been ful- 
filled, 0 foremost of ascetics ! Blessed be thou, I shall now 
leave thee !’** After obtaining his permission, she once more 
said, — ‘He that will, mth rapt attention, pass one night in 
this tiriha after having gratified the denizens of heaven with 
oblations of water,** shall obtain that merit which is his who 
observes the vow of BmhmachaTija fer eight and fifty years !’** 
Having said these words, that chaste lady departed for heaven. 
The Rishi, her lord, became very cheerless, by dwelling upon 
the memory of her beauty.** In consequence of the compact 
he had made, he accepted with difficulty half her penances. 
Casting off his body he soon followed her, moved by sorrow, 
0 chief of Bharata’s race, and forced to it by her beauty.** 
Even this is the glorious history of the old maid that I have 
told thee! Even this is the account cf her Bmhmachai'ya 
and her auspicious departure for heaven’** While there, 
Valadeva hoard of the slaughter of Calya. Having made 
presents unto the Brahmanas there, he gave away- to grief, 
0 scorcher of foes, for Calya who had been slain by the 
Pandavas in battle.** Then he of Madhu’s race, having come 
out of the environs of Samantapanchaka, enquired of the 
liishis about the results of the battle at Kurukshetra** Ask- 
ed by that lion of Yadu’s race about the results of the battle 
at Kurukshetra, those high-souled ones told him everything 
as it ha,d happoued.”** 
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**Th« Rishis said,^ — *0 Rama, this Samantapanchaka is said 
to be the eternal northern altar of Brahman the Lord of all 
creatures. There the denizens of heaven, those givers />f 
great boons, performed in days of yore a great sacrifice.* That 
foremost of royal sages, viz., the high-souled Kuru, of great 
intelligence and immeasurable energy, had cultivated this field 
for many years. Hence it came to be called Kurulcshetra (the 
field of Kuru) r» 

^'Rama said, — ‘For what reason did the high-souled Kuru 
cultivate this field ? I desire to have this narrated by you, ye 
Rishis possessed of wealth of penances !'* 

“The Rishis said, — ‘In days of yore, 0 Rama, *Kuru ^ was 
engaged in perse veringly tilling the soil of this field. Cakra, 
coming down from heaven, asked him the reason, saying,* — 
Why, 0 king, art thou employed (in this task) with such per- 
severance ? What is thy purpose, O royal sage, for the ac- 
complishment of which thou art tilling the soil ?• — Kuru there- 
upon replied, saying, — 0 thou of a hundred sacrifices, they 
that will die upon this plain shall proceed to regions of blessed- 
ness after being cleansed of their sins !* — The lord Cakra, ridi- 
culing this, went back to heaven. The royal sage Kuru, how- 
ever, without being at all depressed, continued to till the soil.^ 
Cakra repeatedly came to him and repeatedly receiving the 
same reply went away ridiculing him. Kuru, however, did 
not, on that account, feel depressed.® Seeing the king till 
the soil with unflagging perseverance, Cakra summoned the 
celestials and informed them of the monarch’s occupation.* 
Hearing Indra’s words, the celestials said unto their chief of 
a thousand eyes, — Stop the royal sage, 0 Cakra, by granting 
him a boon, if thou canst If men, by only dying there were 
to come to heaven, without having performed sacrifices to us, 
our very existence will, be endangered !‘*V-Thus exhorted, Cakra 
then c^me back to that royal sage and s^d, — Do not toil any 
moi^ei , Act according to my words!** Those men that will 
difo here, having abstained from food Jwith all their senses 
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a\yakd» and those thatiairill perish here in battle, shall, 0 king, 
come to heaven^!** They, O thou of great soul, shall enjoy 
the blessings of heaven, 0 monarch ! — Thus addressed, king 
Kurft answered Cakra, saying,— So be it — Taking Kurus 
leave, the slayer of Vala, viz., Cakra, then, with a joyful 
heart, quickly went back to heaven/* Even thus, *0 fore* 
rJlost one of Yadu s race, that royal sage had, in days of yore, 
tilled this plain and Cakra had promised great merit unto 
those that would cast ofT their life-breaths here.** Indeed, it 
was sanctiontd by all the foremost ones, headed by Brahman, 
among the gods, and by the sacred RUItis, that on Earth there 
should be no more sacred spot than this Those men that 
perform austere penances here, would all, after casting oflf 
their bodies, go to Brahman s abode.** Those meritorious 
men, agaiji, that would give away their wealth here, would 
soon have their wealth doubled/* They, again, that will, iu 
etpectation of good, reside constantly here, will never have 
to behold the region of Yama/® Those kings that will perform 
great sacrifices here will reside as long in heaven as Earth her- 
self will last.** The chief of the celestials, viz., Cakra, had 
himself composed a verse hero and sang it. Listen to it, O 
Valadeva !** — The very dust of Kitrakshetra, borne aioay by 
the wind, shall cleanse Iversons of wicked acts and hear 
them to heaven !** — The foremost ones amongst the gods, as 
also those amongst the Brahmanas, and many foremost ones 
among the kings of the Earth such as Nriga and others, hav- 
ing performed costly sacrifices here, have, after abandoning 
their boc^ies, proceeded to heaven.** The space between the 
Tarantuka and the Arantuka and the lakes of Rama and Cha- 
machakra, is known as Kurukshetra. Samantapanchaka is 
called the northern (sacrificial) altar of Brahman, the Lord of 
all creatures/* Auspicious and highly sacred and much re- 
garded by the denizens of heaven is this spot that possesses 
all attributes. It is for this that Kshatriyas slain in battle 
here objiain sacred regions of eternal blessedness/* Even this 
was said by Cakralhimself about tVe high blessedriesk * of 
Kurukshetra. AM tiitt Cakra said was again approved and 
awnctioned by Brahman, by Vishmt, and by Maheij\yara/ 

27 
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Vai(jarapayana said, — “Having visited Kurulcshetra^ and 
given away wealth there, he of the Satwata race then proceed- 
ed, 0 J^tnamejaya, to a large and exceedingly beautiful her- 
mitage/ That hermitage was overgrown with Madhuha and 
mango trees, and abounded with Flak&has and NyagrodhaB. 
And it contained many Vilivas and many excellent jack and 
Arjiina trees.* Beholding that goodly asylum^ with many 
marks of aacredness, Valadeva asked the liishis as to whose 
it was.* Those high-aouled ones, O king, said unto Vala- 
deva, — ‘Listen in detail, O Rama, as to whose asylum this 
was in days of yore !* Here the god Vishnu in days of yore 
performed austere penances. Here he performed duly all the 
eternal sacrifices.* Here a Brahn'iani maiden, leading from 
youth the vow of Brahmacharya, became crowned with asce- 
tic success. Ultimately, in the possession of Yoga pow'ers, 
that lady of ascetic penances proceeded to heaven.® The high- 
aouled Candilya, 0 king, gob a beautiful daughter who was 
chaste, wedded to severe vows, self-restrained, and observant 
of Brahmacharya,^ Having performed the severest of pe- 
nances such as are incapable of being performed by vToinev, the 
blessed lady at last went to heaven, worshipped by the gods 
and Brahmanas !' Having heard these words of the Rishia, 
Valadeva entered that asylum,* Bidding a farewell to the 
Mishis, Valadeva of unfading glory went through the perfor- 
mance of all the rites and ceremonies of the evening twilight 
on the side of Hiraavat and then began to his ascent of the 
mountain.* The mighty Valarama ht^ving the device of the 
palmyra on his banner had not proceeded far in his ascent 
when he beheld a sacred and goodly tirtha and wondered at 
the sight.*® Beholding the glory of the Saraswati as also the 
^irtha called Plakshapra^ravana, Vala next reached another 
excellent and foremost of tirthaa called Earavapana.®^ The 
hero of the plough, of ^reat strength, having made many pre- 
there, bathed in the cool, clear, sa(|ired, and sin-cleansing 
water (of that iifrta)/* Passing one inght there with the 
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nscelica and the BraMnanas,* Eama then proceeded to the 
eacred asylum ojf the Mitravariinas,‘* From KSiravapana he 
proceeded to that spot on tjie Yamuna where in days of yore 
Indra and Agni and Aryaman had obtained great happi* 
ness.** Bathing there, that bull of Yadu’s race, of ricrhteous 
Sj)ul, obtained great happiness. The hero then sat himse^f 
down with the Riahis and the Siddhas there for listening to 
their excellent talk.** There where Rama sat in the midst of 
that conclave, the adorable Rishi Narada came (in course of 
his wanderings). Covered with matted locks and attired in 
golden rays, he bore in his hands, 0 king, a stalf made of 
gold and a waterpot made of the same precious metal.**^ Ac- 
complished in song and dance and adored by gods and 
Brahmanas, ho had with him a beautiful VinU of melodious 
notes, mtAet of the tortoise-shell.*® A provoker of quarrels 
anJever fond of quarrel, the celestial RiM came to that spot 
where the handsome Rama was resting.** Standing up and 
sufficiently honoring the celestial liishi of regulated vows, 
Rama asked him about all that had happened to the Kurus,*^ 
Conversant with every duty and usage, Narada then, 0 king, 
told him everything, as it had happened, about the awful ex- 
termination of the Kurus.** The son of Rohini then, in 
sorrowful words, enquired of the Rishi^ saying, — ‘What is the 
state of the field ? How are those kin'js now that had as- 
sembled there ?** I have heard ever) thing before, O thou 
that art possessed of the wealth of .penances, but my curiosity 
is great for hearing it in detail !’*• 

*‘Namda said, — ‘Already Bhishma and Drona and the lord 
of the Siiidhus have fallen ! Vikartana s son Kama also hath 
fallen, with his sons, those great car- warriors 1®* Bhuri5ravas 
too, 0 son of Rohini, and the valiant chief of the Madras have 
fallen ! These and many other mighty heroes that had as- 
sembled here,** ready to lay down dear life itself for the 
victory c f Duryodhana, — these kings and princes unreturning 
from battle, —have all fallen 1*^ Listeji now to me, 0 Mfidha- 
va, about those that are yet alive ! Ifi the army of Dhrita- 
tSshtra’s son, only fliree gripders of hosts are yet alive 
They areErijia and Eritarareaan and the valiant eon Drona I 
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These al9», 0 Rftma, have from ^ fear e^ed atray to the ten 
points of the compass !*• After Galya’s fall and the flight of 
Kripa and the others, Puryodhana,^in great grief, had entered 
the depths of the Dwaipay ana lake.*’ While lying stretched 
for. rest at the bottom of the lake after stupifying its waters, 
Duryodhana was approached by the Pandavas with Krishna 
and pierced by them with their cruel words.*® Pierced wit*h 
wordy darts, 0 Rama, from every side, the mighty and heroic 
Duryodhana hath risen from the lake, armed with his heavy 
niace.*‘ He hath come forward for fighting Bkima for the 
present. Their terrible encounter, 0 Rama, will take place 
today !** If thou feelest any curiosity, then hasten, 0 Ma- 
dhava, without tarrying here! Go, if thou wishest, and 
witness that terrible battle between thy two disciples 1’ 

Vaicjampayana continued,— “Hearing these words of Na- 
rada, Rama bade a respectful farewell to those foremos% of 
Brahmanas and dismis.<sed all those that had accompanied him 
(in his pilgrimage).** Indeed, he ordered his attendants, say- 
ing,— ‘Return ye to Dwaraka !’ He then descended from that 
prince of mountains and that fair hermitage called Plaksha- 
pra 9 ravana.** Having listened to the discourse of the sagos 
about the great merits of tirtkaa, Rama of unfading glory 
sang this verse in the midst of the Brahmanas ;”~‘Wher 0 
else is such happiness as that in a residence by the Saraswati ? 
'Where else such merits as those in a residence by the Sarawati ? 
lien have departed for heaven, having approached the Sara- 
Bwati ! All should ever remember the Saraswati I” Saraswati 
is the most sacred of rivers !*’ Saraswati always bestows the 
greatest happiness on men ! Men, after approaching- the 
Saraswati, will not have to grieve for their sins either here 
or hereafter !’V Repeatedly casting his eyes with joy on the 
Saraswati, that scorcher of foes then ascended an excellent 
car unto which were yoked goodly steeds.” Journeying then 
on that car of great fleetness, Valadeva, that bull of Yadu’s 
of beholding the approacljiing encounter of his 
tdhg djjsciples, arrived ov the field.”*® 



Parva] 


Section LV. 

V^i^ampayanft said,— “Even thus, 0 Janamejaya, did that 
terrible battle take place. Kiiicj Dhritarashtra, in great sor- 
row, said these words with reference to it.* 

• “Dhritarashtra said,— Beholding Rama approach that spot 
when the mace- fight was about to happen, how, 0 Sanjaya, 
did my son fight Bhima ?’■ 

“Sanjaya 'said,— ‘Beholding the presence of Rama, thy 
valiant son Dnryodhana of mighty arms, desirous of battle, 
became full of joy.* Seeing the hero of the plough, king 
Yudhishchira, O Bharata, stood up and duly honored him, 
feeling great joy the while. He gave him a seat and enquired 
about his* welfare.* Rama then answered Yudhishthira, in 
thert sweet and righteous words that were highly beneficial to 
heroes, viz,,* — I have heard it said by the Rishis, 0 best of 
kings, that Kurukshetra is a highly sacred and sin-cleansing 
spot, equal to heaven itself, adored by gods and Rishis and 
high-souled Brahraanas } Those men that cast off their bodies 
while engaged in battle on this field, are sure to reside, Osire, 
in heaven with Cakra himself!* I shall, for this, 0 king, 
speedily proceed to Saraantapanchaka. In the world of gods, 
that spot is known as the northern (sacrific'al) altar of Brahman 
the Lord of all creatures 1* He that dies in battle on that 
eternal and most sacred of spots in the three worlds, is 
sure to obtain heaven I* Saying, — So be it, — 0 monarch, 
Kuntis bravo son, the lord Yudhishthira, proceeded towards 
Samautapanchaka.*® King Duryodhana also, taking up his 
gigantic mace, wrathfully proceeded on foot with the Panda- 
vaSi** While proceeding thus, armed with mace and clad in 
armour, the celestials in the welkin applauded him, saying,— 
Excellent, Excellent ! — The Charanaa fleet as air,** seeing 
the Kuru king, became filled with delight.*^ Surrounded by 
the Pandavaa, iihy the Kuru kii^, proceeded, assuming 

* Nilakaatha explaini that Vdrtikas neaas a class of Ch^rana$ that 

moored with great celerity like tl»t of the air 
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^ the tread of an infuriate elephant/* AJI the points of the com- 
pass were filled with the blare of conchs and the loud peals of 
drums and the leonine roars of heroes.** Proceeding with face 
westwards to the appointed spot, with thy son (in their rfiidst), 
they scattered themselves on every side when they reached 
it.*‘ That was an excellent tirtha on the southern side of 
the Saraswati. The ground there was not sandy and was, 
therefore, selected for the encounter.*** Clad in armour, and 
armed with his mace of gigantic thickness, Bhima, 0 monarch, 
assumed the form of the mighty Oariida.*^ With head-gear 
fastened on his head, and wearing an armour made of gold, 
licking the corners of his mouth, 0 monarch, with eyes red 
in wrath, and breathing hard, thy son, on that field, 0 king, 
looked resplendent like the golden Sumeru.'* Taking up his 
mace, king Duryodhana of great energy, casting feis glances 
on Bhimasena, challenged him to the encounter like an‘’ole^ 
phant challenging a rival elephant.** Similarly, the valiant 
Bhima, taking up his adamantine mace, challenged the king 
like a lion challenging a lion.*® Duryodhana and Bhima, 
with uplifted maces, looked in that battle like two mountains 
with tall summits.** Both of them wore exceedingly angry ; 
both were possessed of awful prowess ; in encounters with tho 
mace both were disciples of Rohini's intelligent son ;** both 
resembled each other in their feats and looked like Maya and 
Vasava. Both endued with great strength, both resembled 
Varuna in achievements.** Each resembling Vasndeva, or 
Bama, or Vi9ravana’3 son (Havana), they looked, 0 monarch, 
like Madhu and Kaitabha.** Each like the other in feats, they 
looked like Sunda and Upasunda, or Bama and Havana, or Vali 
and Sugriva.** Those two scorchers of foes looked like Kala and 
Mrityu. They then ran towards each other like two infuriate 
elephants,** swelling with pride and mad with passion in the 
season of autumn and longing for the companionship of a 
she-elephant in her time. Each seemed to vomit upon the 
other the poison of his jvrath like two ^ery snakes.** Those 

* S^th IS and 16 are differently md in thi Bombay edition. 
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twaiohastisorj of foes c.^t the ^angriest of glances upon each, 
other. Both were tigers of Bharata’s race, and each was 

Cl 

possessed of great prowess.** In encounters with the mace, 
thoaeitwo scorchers of foes were invincible like lions. Indeed, 
0 bull of Bharata’s race, inspired with desire of victory, they 
looked like two infuriate elephants.** Those heroes were 
uifbearable like two tigers accoutered with teeth and daws* 
They were like two uncrossable oceans lashed into fury and 
bent upon the destruction of creatures.*® or like two angry 
Suns risen forvconsuming everything. Those two mighty car- 
warriora looked like an Eastern and a Western cloud agitated 
by the wind,** roaring awfully and pouring torrents of rain 
in the rainy season. Those two high-souled and mighty 
heroes, both possessed of great splendour and effulgence,** 
looked like two Suns risen at the hour of the Universal des- 

rj 

traction. Looking like two enraged tigers or like two roaring 
masses of clouds,*'* they became as glad as two maned lions. 
Like two angry elephants or two blazing fires,** those two 
high-souled ones appeared like two mountains with tall sum- 
mits. With lips swelling with rage and casting keen glances 
upon each other,** those two high-souled and best of men, 
armed with maces, encountered each other. Both were filled 
with joy and each regarded the other as a worthy opponent.** 
and Vrikodara then resembled two goodly steeds neigliing at 
each other, or two elephants grunting at each otlier.*^ Those 
two foremost of men then looked resplendent like a couple of 
Daityas swelling with might. Then Duryodhana, 0 monarch, 
said these proud words unto Yudhishthira in the midst of his 
brothers and of the high-souled Krishna and Rama of immea- 
surable energy,**’*® — Protected by the Ivaikeyas and the Srin- 
jayas and the high-souled Panchalas, behold ye with all these 
foremost of kings, seated together, this battle that is about 
to take place between me and Bhiraa !— Hearing these words 
of Duryodhana, they did as requested.*®"* ‘ Then that large 
concourse of kings sat down and was seen to look resplendent 
like a conclave of celestials in heaven."^ In the midst of that 
concourse the mighty-^med and handsome elder brother of 
Kejava, Q moaarch, as he sat down^. Worshipped. Vy »ll 
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around him.^* In the tnidsb of ^thoae k^ngs, Valadeva clad in 
blue robes and possessed of a fair complexion looked beautiful 
like the moon at full surrounded in the night by thousands 
of stars/* Meanwhile those two heroes, 0 monarch/ both 
armed with maces and both unbearable by foes, stood there, 
goading each other with fierce speeches.** Having addressed 
each other in disagreeable and bitter words, those two foremSst 
of heroes of Kuru a race stood, casting angry glances upon each 
other, like Cakra and Vritra in fight.’ ”** 


Section LVI. 

Vaigampayana said, — “At the outset, 0 Janamejaya, a fierce 
wordy encounter took place between the two heroes. With 
respect to that, king Dhritarashfcra, filled with grief, said 
this,* — *Oh, fie on man, who hath such an end! My* son, 
O sinless one, had been the lord of eleven chainua of troops !• 
He had all the kings under his command and had enjoyed the 
sovereignty of the whole Earth ! Alas, he that had been so, 
was now a warrior proceeding to battle, on foot, shouldering 
his mace I* My poor son, who had before been the protector 
of the universe, was now himself without protection ! Alas, 
he had, on that occasion, to proceed on foot, shouldering his 
mace ! What can it be but Destiny ?* Alas, 0 Sanjaya, great 
was the grief that was felt by my son now !’ Having uttered 
these words, that ruler of men, afflicted with great woe, became 
silent.* 

•'Sanjaya said, — ‘Deep-voiced like a cloud, Duryodhana then 
roared from joy like a bovine bull. Possessed of great energy, 
ho challenged the son of Pritha to battle.* When the high- 
souled king of the Kurus thus summoned Bhima to the 
encounter, diverse portents of an awful kind became notice- 
able/ Fierce winds began to blow with loud noises at intervals, 
and a shower of dust fell. All the points of the compass be- 
came^nvaloped in a thick gloom.* Thunder-bolts of loud peal 
fell on all sides, causing a great confiJkiott and making the 
very Imir to stand on end* Hundreds ofi| meteors feU, bursting 
witb it loud ooi^e from the welkin** B&hu swallowed the Snn 
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Kurus bath coins to an end ! Af((ir this day^ 0 monarch, 
he shall not again cast his eyes on female beauty !** Today this 
disgrace of Cantanu’s line shall sleep on the bare Earth, 
abandoning his life-breaths, his prosperity, and his kingdom !*' 
Today king Dhritarsshtra also, hearing of the fall of his 
son, shall recollect all those evil acts that were born of Cakuni’s 
brain!*’ — Having said these words, O tiger among kings, 
Vrikodara of great energy, armed with mace, stood for fight, 
like Cakra challenging the Asura Vritra.** Beholding Duryo- 
dhana also standing with uplifted mace like npount Eailasa 
graced with its summit, Bhimasena, filled with wrath, once 
more addressed him, saying,*’ — Recall to thy mind that evil 
act of thyself and king Dhritarashtra that occurred at Varna- 
vata!** Remember Draupadi who was ill-treated, while in 
her season, in the midst of the assembly ! Remember the 

r 

deprivation of the king through dice by thyself and Suyala’s 
son !** Remember that great woe suffered by us, in consequence 
of thte, in the forest, as also in Virata's city as if we had once 
more entered the womb! I shall avenge them all today! 
By good luck, 0 thou of wicked soul, I see thee today !•• It 
is for thy sake that that foremost of car-warriors, viz., the 
son of Ganga, of great prowess, struck down by Yajnasena's 
son, sleepoth on a bed of arrows !“ Drona also hath been 
slain, and Kama, and Galya of great prowess ! Suvala s son 
Cakuni too, that root of this fire of hostilities, hath been 
slain !** The wretched Frati/camin, who had seized Draupa- 
di's tresses, hath been slain ! All thy brave brothers also, 
who fought with great valour, have been slain !** These 
and many other kings have been slain through thy fault ! 
Thee too I shall slay today with my mace ! There is not the 
slightest doubt in this — While Vrikodara, 0 monarch, was 
uttering these words in a loud voice, thy fearless son of true 
prowess answered him, saying,*’^ — What use of such elaborate 
brag ? Fight me, 0 Vrikodara ! 0 wretch of thy race, to- 
day J shall destroy thy desire of battle!” Mean vermin 
^ thou art, know tbs^ Duryodhana ik not capable, like an 
ordinary person, of being terrified by person like thee 1” 
Or long ri»ie, have I cherished this desire! For a long 
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time hath this wish beeif*ia my heart ! By good’ luck the 
gods have at last brought it about, viz., a mace-encounter 
with thee !** What use of leng speeches and empty brag, O 
wicketi^souled one ! Accomplish these words of thine in acts ! 
Bo not tarry at all — Hearing these words of his, the Somakas 
an^ the other kings that were present there all applauded 
them highly.** Applauded by all, Duryodhana’s hair stood 
erect with joy and he firmly set his heart on battle.** The 
kings present once again cheered thy wrathful son with clap# 
like persons ozciting an infuriate elephant to an encounter.** 
The high-souled Vrikodara the son of Pandu then, uplifting 
his mace, rushed furiously at thy high-souled son.** The 
elephants present there grunted aloud and the steeds neighed 
repeatedly. The weapons of the Pandavas who longed for- 
victory blazhd forth of their own accord/ ”** 


Section LVII. 

“Sanjaya said, — 'Duryodhana, with heart undepressed, be-* 
holding Bhimasena in that state, rushed furiously against 
him, uttering a loud roar.* They encountered each other like 
two bulla encountering each other with their horns. The- 
strokes of their maces produced loud sounds like those of 
thunder-bolts.* Each longing for victory, he battle that took 
place between them was terrible, making the very hair to stand 
on end, like that between Indra and Prahlada.* All their 
limbs bathed in blood, the two high-souled warriors of great 
energy, beth armed with maces, looked like two Kin^ukaa- 
decked with flowers.* During the progress of that great and 
awful encounter, the welkin looked beautiful as if it swarmed 
with fire-flies.** After that fierce and terrible battle had 
lasted for some time, both those chastisers of foes became 
fatigued.* Having rested for a little while, those two scorchers 
of foes, taking up their handsome maces, once again began to 
ward off each other’s attacks.* Indeed, ^when those two war- 

. • ■ 

* This was due to the innumerable sparks of fir* generated by the 
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riors of gr«at energy, those two^foremost of men, both possess- 
ed of great might, once more encountered ^each other after 
having taken a little rest, they, looked like two elephants 
infuriate with passion and attacking each other for ofeiaining 
the companionship of an elephantess in season.* Beholding 
those two heroes, both armed with maces and each equal to 
the other in energy, the gods and Gandharvas and men te- 
came filled with wonder.* Beholding Duryodhana and Vriko- 
dara both armed with mace, all creatures became doubtful as 
to who amongst them would be victorious.*^ Those two 
cousins, those two foremost of mighty men, once again rush- 
ing at each other and desiring to take advantage of each 
other 3 laches, waited each watching the other.** The specta- 
tors, 0 king, beheld each armed with his uplifted mace, that 
was heavy, fierce, and murderous, and that resembled the 
bludgeon of Yama or the thunder-bolt of Indra.** While 
Bhimasena whirled his weapon, loud and awful was the sound 
that it produced.** Beholding his foe, the son of Pandu, thus 
whirling his mace endued with unrivalled impetuosity, Duryo- 
dhana became filled with amazement,*^ Indeed, the heroic 
Vrikodara, 0 Bharata, as he careered in diverse courses, pre- 
sented a highly beautiful spectacle.** Both bent upon carefully 
protecting themselves, as they approached, they repeatedly 
mangled each other like two cats fighting for a piece of meat.^* 
Bhimasena performed diverse kinds of evolutions. He coursed 
in beautiful circles, advanced, and receded.*^ He dealt blows 
and warded off those of his adversary, with wonderful activi- 
ty. He took up various kinds of position (for attack and 
defence). He delivered attacks and avoided those of his 
antagonist. He ran at his foe, now turning to the right and 
now to the left.** He advanced straight against the enemy. 
He made ruses for drawing his foe. He stood immovable, 
prepared for attacking bis foe as soon as the latter would 
expose himself to attack. He circumambulated his foe, and 
j^revented his foe frocj circumambulating him. He avoided 
the bbwfii of his foe %y moving away in bent postures or 
jui&ping alpft.** He struck, coming up to his foe face to face, 
or dealt back*thru3ta while moving away ^ from him* Both 
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accompIiAed in encoulRers yjifh the mace, Bhima and Dufyo- 
dhana thus cajeered and fought, and struck each other.** 
Those two foremost ones ,of Kuru's race careered thus, each 
avoiding the other s blows. Indeed, those two mighty warriors 
thus coursed in circles and seemed to sport with each other.** 
Displaying in that encounter their skill in battle, those two 
chastisers of foes sometimes suddenly attacked each other with 
their weapons,** like two elephants approaching and attacking 
each other with their tusks. Covered with blood, they looked 
very beautiful. 0 monarch, on the field.** Even thus occurred 
that battle, awfully and before the gaze of a large multitude, 
towards the close of the day, like the battle between Vritra 
and V^ava. Armed with maces, both began to career in 
circles,’* Duryodhana, 0 monarch, adopted the right man- 
dala, while Bhimasena adopted the left mandala*** While 
Bhima was thus careering in circles on the field of battle, 
Duryodhana, 0 monarch, suddenly struck him a fierce blow 
on one of his flanks.** Struck by thy son, 0 sire, Bhima 
began to whirl his heavy mace for returning that blow.” 
The spectators, 0 monarch, beheld that mace of Bhimasena 
look as terrible as Indra’s thunder-bolt or Yama’s uplifted 
bludgeon.’* Seeing Bhima whirl his mace, thy son, uplift- 
ing his own terrible weapon, struck him again.’* Loud was 
the sound, 0 Bharata, produced by the descent of thy son’s 
mace. So quick wae that descent that it generated a flame 
of fire in the welkin.*® Coursing in diverse kinds of circles, 
adopting each motion at the proper time, Suyodhana, possess- 
ed of great energy, once more seemed to prevail over Bhima.” 
The massive mace of Bhimasena, meanwhile, whirled with 
his whole force, produced a loud sound as also smoke and 
sparks and flames of fire.** Beholding Bhimasena whirling 
his mace, Suyodhana also whirled his heavy and adamantine 
weapon and presented a highly beautiful aspect.” Marking 


♦ l! e., Duryodhana*wheeled around, aiwaya turning to his right, 
while his adversary . whaled around, turning to his left. Both the com- 
batants advanced towaiw the centre of the lilts as they thus wheeled 
ttouad.— T. 
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the violence of the wind produced ' the whirl Dnryo- 
dhana’s mace, a great fear entered the hearts of all the Fin- 
dus and the Somakas.** Meanwhil,e those two chastisers of 
foes, displaying on every side their skill in battle, continued 
to strike each other with their maces," like two elephants 
approaching and striking each other with their tusks. Both 
of them 0 monarch, covered with blood, looked highly beauti- 
ful.*' Even thus progressed that awful battle before the gase of 
thousands of spectators at the close of day^ like the fierce battle 
that took place between Vritra and Vasava." Beholding Bhima 
firmly stationed on the field, thy mighty son, careering in 
more beautiful motions, rushed towards that son of Kunti." 
Filled with wrath, Bhima struck the mace, endued with great 
impetuosity and adorned with gold, of the angry Duryodhana.” 
A loud sound with sparks of fire was produced by that clash 
of the two maces which resembled the clash of two thunder- 
bolts from opposite directions.'* Hurled by Bhimasena, bis 
impetuous mace, as it fell down, caused the very Earth to 
tremble." The Kuru prince could not brook to see his own mace 
thus baffled in that attack. Indeed, he became filled with rage 
lik^ an infuriate elephant at the sight of a rival elephant." 
Adopting the left mandala, 0 monarch, and whirling his 
mace, Suyodhana then, firmly resolved, struck the son of 
Kunti on the head with his weapon of terrible force." Thus 
struck by thy son, Bhima the son of F^du trembled not, 
0 monarch, at which all the spectators wondered exceedingly." 
That amazing patience, 0 king, of Bhimasena, who stirred 
not an inch though struck so violently, was applauded by 
all the combatants present there." Then Bhima of terrible 
prowess hurled at Duryodhana his own heavy and blazing 
mace adorned with gold." That blow the mighty and fearless 
Duryodhana warded off by his activity. Beholding this, great 
was the wonder that the spectators felt.'* That mace, hurled 
by Bhima, 0 king, as it fell baffled of effect, produced a 
loud sound like that of the thunder-bolt ^and caused the very 
Ei^th to tremble." Adopting the mancevre called Kaufika, 
aad jrepeatedly jumping up, Duryodhana, ^operly marking the 
des^nt of Bhima’a mace, baffled the latter.'^ Baffling Bhima- 
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aena thus, the Kura Jiing, endued with great strength, at 
last in rage struck the former in the chest.*® ; Struck very 
forcibly by thy son in that dreadful battle, Bhimasena 
became stupified and for* a time knew not what to do.®* 
At that time, 0 king, the Somakas and the; Pandavas be- 
came greatly disappointed and very cheerless.** Filled with 
rtige at that blow, Bhima then rushed at thy son like an 
elephant rushing against an elephant.** Indeed, with up- 
lifted mace, Bhim^ rushed furiously at Duryodhana like 
a lion rushyig against a wild elephant.** Approaching the 
Kuru king, the son of Pandu, 0 monarch, accomplished in 
the use of the mace, began to whirl his weapon, taking 
aim at thy son.** Bhimasena then struck Duryodhana on 
one of his flanks. Stupified at that blow, the latter fell down 
on the Earth, supporting himself on his knees.** When 
that foremost one of Kuru's race fell upon his knees, a 
loud. cry arose from among the Srinjayas, 0 ruler of the 
world I*^ Hearing that loud uproar of the Srinjayas, 0 
bull among men, thy son became filled with rage.**- The 
mighty-armed hero, rising up, began to breathe like a mighty- 
snake, and seemed to burn Bhimasena by casting his glances 
upon him.** That foremost one of Bharata s race then rushed 
?(t Bhimasena, as if he would that time crush the head of his 
antagonist in that battle.*® The high-souled Duryodhana of 
terrible prowess then struck the high-soule 1 Bhimasena on the 
forehead. The latter, however, moved not an inch but stood 
immovable like a mountain.*^ Thus struck in that battle, 
the son of Pritha, 0 monarch, looked beautiful, as he bled 
profusely, like an elephant of rent temples with juicy secre- 
tions trickling adown.** The elder brother of Dhananjaya 
then, that crusher of foes, taking up his hero-slaying mace 
made of iron and producing a sound loud as that of the 
thunder-bolt, struck his adversary with great force.** Struck 
by Bhimasena, thy son fell down, his frame trembling all over, 
like ik gigantic Gila in the forest, decked with flowers, uprooted 
by the violence of th/ tempest.** Beljplding thy son prostrat- 
ed on the Earth, the pandavas became exceedingly glad and 
uttered loud cries. Recovering his consciousness, thy ..son 
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then rose, like an elephant from a lakj^** That ever-wrathful 
monarch and great car-warrior then, careering with great skill 
struck Bhimasena who was standing before hiifi. At this, thi 
son of Pandu, with weakened limbi', fell down on the Ea/th.** 
Having by his energy prostrated Bhimasena on the ground, the 
Kuru prince uttered a leonine roar. By the descent of his 
mace, whose violence resembled that of the thunder, he had, 
fractured Bhima's coat of mail.*^ A loud uproar was then 
heard in the welkin, made by the denizepi of heaven and the 
Apsaras. A floral shower, emitting great fragrance, fell, rained 
by the celestials.®* Beholding Bhima prostrated on the Earth, 
and weakened in strength, and seeing his coat of mail laid open, 
a great fear entered the hearts of our foes.** Recovering his 
senses in a moment, and wiping his face which had been dyed 
with blood, and mustering great patience, Vrikodara stood up, 
with rolling eyes, steadying himself with great effort.’** ** , 


Section LVIII. 

^‘Sanjaya said, — ‘Beholding that fight thus raging between 
those two foremost heroes of Kuru*s race, Arjuna said unto 
'Vasiideva,* — Between these two, who, in thy opinion, is 
superior ? Who amongst them hath what meirt ? Tell me 
this, 0 Janarddana! — ’* 

** ‘Vasudeva said, — ^The instruction received by them hath 
been equal. Bhirna, however, is possessed of greater might, 
while the son of Dhritarashtra is possessed of greater skill 
and hath laboured more.* If he were to fight fairly, Bhima- 
lena will never succeed in winning the victory. If, how- 
ever, he fights unfairly, he will surely be able to slay 
Duryodhana.* The Asuras were vanquished by the gods 
with the aid of deception. We have heard this. Virocbana 
was vanquished by Cakra with the aid of deception.* The 
slayer of Vala deprived Vritra of his energy by an act 
of Deception. Therefore, let Bhimasena put forth his prow- 
ess, aided by decepticfp !* At the timi of the gamliling, 0 
Bihaiianjaya, Bhima vowed to break thi^tbighs of Suyodhana 
#itk iaao%' ip battle.^ Le jt this crusher of foes, therefore, 
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aceoinpluh that rovr bis !• Ltt him, with dscsption, slay 
the Kuru king who is full of deception.* If Bhima, depend- 
ing upon his might alono, were to fight fairly, king Tudhish- 
thirft will have to incur* great danger.® I tell thee again, 
0 son of Pandu, listen to me ! It is through the fault of 
king Yudhishthira alone that danger hath once more over- 
ttkken us Having achieved great feats by the slaughter of 
Bhishma and the other Kurus, the king had won victory and 
fame and had almost attained to the end of the hostilities.**' 
Having thus obtained the victory, ho placed himself once 
more in a situation of doubt and peril. This has been an act 
of great folly on the part of Yudhishthira, O Pandava,** 
since he hath made the result of the battle depend upon th« 
victory or the defeat of only one warrior ! Suyodhana is 
accomplished, he is a hero*; he is again firmly resolved.** 
Thi« old verse uttered by U^anas hath been heard by us. 
Listen to me as I recite it to thee with its true sense and mean- 
ing!** — Those amongst the remnant of a hostile force broken 
flying away for life that rally and come back to the fight, 
should always be feared, for they are firmly resolved and 
have but ono purpose 1*^** — Cakra himself, 0 Dhananjaya, 
cannot stand before them that rush in fury, having abandoned 
all hope of life.** This Suyodhana had broken and fled. All 
his troops had been killed. He had entf red the depths of a 
lake. He had been defeated and, theiefore, he had desired 
to retire into the woods, having become hopeless of retaining 
his kingdom. What man is there, possessed of any wisdom, 
that would challenge such a person to a single-combat?*’^ I 
do not know whether Duryodhana may not succeed in snatch- 
ing the kingdom that had already become ours ! F or full 
thirteen years he practised with the mace with great resolu- 
tion. Even now, for slaying Bhimasena, he jumpeth up 


{• c f . Lord Bjron’s lines in i/iff CbrwiV : — 

• ‘‘Atod ilanu'o for^ame and blood for^^blood must ttll, 

The tide of triumph ebbea that too well 

When wrath r Aurns to renovated strife, 

And alt those who fought M conquest strike for life, ’"—T.J 
28 
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and leapeth transversely !^* If, the nughty-armed Bhizna do 
not slay him unfairly, the son of 'Dhritarashtra will surely re- 
main king I‘* — Having heard those words of* the high-souled 
Ke^ava, Dhananjaya struck his owA left thigh before the ,,eyei 
of Bhitnasena.*® Understanding that sign, Bhima began to 
career with his uplifted mace, making many a beautiful circle 
and many a Yamaha and other kinds of manoeveres.** Some 
times adopting the right mandala, sometimes the left man- 
dala, and sometimes the motion called OomiUraka^ the son of 
Pandu began to career, 0 king, stupifying his ,,foe.” Simi- 
larly, thy son, O monarch, who was well conversant with 
encounters with the mace, careered beautifully and with great 
activity, for slaying Bhimasena.** Whirling their terrible macca 
which were smeared with sandal-paste and other perfumed 
unguents, the two heroes, desir(5u3 of reaching the end of 
their hostilities, careered in that battle like two angry Yam^i.** 
Desirous of slaying each other, those two foremost of men, 
possessed of great heroism, fought like two Gaduras desirous 
of catching the same snake.** While the king and Bhima 
careered in beautiful circles, their maces clashed, and sparks 
of fire were generated by those repeated clashes.*^ Those two 
heroic and mighty warriors struck each other equally in that 
battle. They then resembled, O monarch, two oceans agitated 
by the tempest.*^ Striking each other equally like two in- 
furiate elephants, their clashing maces produced peals of thun- 
der.** During the progress of that dreadful and fierce battle 
at close quarters, both those chastisers of foes, while battling, 
became fatigued.** Having rested for a while, those two 
scorchers of foes, filled with rage and uplifting their maces, 
once more began to battle with each other.*® When by the 
repeated descents of . their maces, 0 monarch, they mangled 
each other, the battle they fought became exceedingly dreadful 
and perfectly unrestrained.** Rushing at each other in that 
encounter, those two heroes, possessed of eyes like those of 
baUfi and endued with great activity, struck each other fiercely 
lil^e two baffaloes in tho»mire.** All their limbs mangled and 
bruised, and covered with blood from hei^ to foot, they looked 
a couple of the hxe^t During 
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th« pfogress of kfae oncounttr, when Vrikodara (as a ruse) 
seem’ed to. give Buryodhana an opportunity, the latter, smiling 
a little, advanced forward.*^ Well-skilled in battle, the mighty 
Vrikodara, beholding his adversary come up, suddenly hurled 
his mace at bim.*^ Seeing the mace hurled at him, thy son, 
Q monarch, moved away from that spot at which the weapon‘ 
fell down baffled on the Earth.** Having warded oflf that 
blow, thy son, that foremost one of Kuru’s race, quickly 
struck Bhimasena with his weapon.** In consequence of the 
large quantity of blood drawn by that blow, as also owing to 
the violence itself of the blow, Bhimasena of immeasurable 
energy seemed to be stupified.** Duryodhana, however, knew 
not that the son of Pandu was so afflicted at that moment. 
Though deeply afflicted, Bhima sustained himself, summoning 
all his patience.** Duryodhana, therefore, regarded him to be' 
unmoved and ready to return the blow. It was for this that 
thy son did not then strike him again.** Having rested for a 
little while, the valiant Bhimasena rushed furiously, 0 king* 
at Duryodhana who was standing near,** Beholding Bhima- 
sena of immeasurable energy, filled with rage and rushing 
towards him, thy high-souled sob? 0 bull^of Bnaratas race, 
desiring to baffle his blow, set his heart on the man(Bvre called 
Avasthana. He, therefore, desired to jump upwards, 0 mon- 
arch, for beguiling Vrikodara.***^* Bhirr isena fully understood 
the intentions of his adversary. Rushing, therefore, at him, 
with a loud leonine roar,** he fiiercely hurled his mace at the 
thighs of the Kuru king as the latter had jumped up for 
baffling {he first aim.** That mace,’ endued with the force of 
the thunder and hurled by Bhima of terrible feats, fractured 
the two handsome thighs of Duryodhana.** That tiger among 
men, viz , thy son, after his thighs had been broken by Bhima- 
sena, fell down, causing the Earth to echo with his fall.** 
Fierce winds began to blow, with loud sounds at repeated in- 
tervals. Showers of dust fell. The Earth, with her trees and 
planta and mountainsf began to tremble.** Upon the fall, of 
that hero who was the head of all monarchs on Earth, Eeree 
and firy winds blew with a loud noise and with thundey falling 
frequency. Indeed, when that lord of Earth fell, large meteor# 
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Wire seen to flash dovrn from fhe Bloodj shawers, m 

also showers of dust, fell, O Bharata ! These were poured hy 
Magavat, upon the fall of thy son !*• A loud noise was heard, 
O bull of Bharata’s race, in the welkin, made by the Talc$ha8, 
and the Rdkshasai and the Pigdchas}^ At that terrible sound, 
animals and birds, numbering in thousands, began to utter^a 
more frightful noise on every side.** Those steeds and ele- 
phants and human beings that formed the (unslain) remnant of 
the (Pandava) host uttered loud cries when thy son fell. Loud 
also became the blare of concha and the peal oV drums and 
cymbals.** A terrific noise seemed to come from with the 
bowels of the Earth. Upon the fall of thy son, 0 monarch, 
headless beings of frightful forms, possessed of many legs and 
many arms, and inspiring all creatures with dread, began to 
dance and cover the Earth on all sides.** Combatants, 0 king, 
that stood with standards or weapons in their arms, began to 
tremble, 0 king, when thy son fell,** Lakes and wells, 0 best 
of kings, vomited forth blood. Rivers of rapid currents flowed 
in opposite directions,** Women seemed to look like men, 
and men to look like women, at that hour, 0 king, when thy 
son Duryodhana fall I*’^ Beholding those wonderful portents, 
the Panchalas and the Pandavas, 0 bull of Bharata s race, 
became filled with anxiety.** The gods and the Gandharvas 
went away to the regions they desired, talking, as they pro- 
ceeded, of that wonderful battle between thy sons.** Similarly 
the Siddhas, and the Ghdranas of the fleetest course, went to 
those places from which they had come, applauding those 
two lions among men,’ * 


Section LIX. 

“Sanjaya said, — “Beholding Duryodhana felled upon the 
Earth like a gigantic Cata uprooted (by the tempest), the 
Pwdavas became filled with joy.* The Soraakas also beheld, 
with hair standing on end, the Kuru king felled upon the 
Earth lUce an infuriate * elephant felled by a lion.* Having 
fktuck l^ the. valiant Bmmaeena, approaching 

fh^'Evuru chief, addreissed bw> 9aying,*-<--0 wretch, formerly 
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lAUghing ih4 diarobcf^, Dr^u^adi in the midst of tht assem- 
bly, thou hadst, 0 fool, addressed us as — Cow, Cow !* — Bear 
now the fruit of that insijit ! — Having said these words, he 
touched the head of his fallen foe with his left foot. Indeed, he 
struck the head of that lion among kings with his foot.* With 
e^es red in wrath, Bhimasena, that grinder of hostile armies, 
once more said these words. Listen to them, 0 monarch I* — 
They that danced at us insultingly, saying, — Cow, Cow , — we 
shall now dance at them, uttering the same words, viz., — Cow, 
CowP — Wa have no guile, no fire, no match at dice, no decep- 
tion ! Depending upon the might of our own arms we resist and 
check our foes 1* — Having attained to the other shores of those 
fierce hostilities, Vrikodara once more laughingly said these 
words slowly unto Yudhishthira and Kegava and the Srinjayas 
and Dhananjaya and the two sons of Madri.^ — They that had 
dragged Draupadi, while ill, into the assembly, and had dis- 
robed her there, behold those Dhartarashtras slain in battle by 
the Pandavas through the ascetic penances of Yajnasena’s 
daughter Those wicked-hearted sons of king Dhritarashtra 
who had called us Sessame seeds ivithout kernel, have all 
been slain by us with their relatives and followers I It matters 
little whether (as a consequence of those deeds) we go to 
heaven or fall into hell 1^* — Once more, uplifting the mace 
that lay on his shoulders, he struck Tith his left foot the 
head of the monarch who was prostrate on the Earth, and ad- 
dressing the deceitful Duryodhana, said these words.** Many 
of the foremost warriors among the Somakas, who were all of 
righteoUs souls, beholding the foot of the rejoicing Bhimasena 
of narrow heart placed upon the head of that foremost one of 
Kuru's race, did not at all approve of it.** While Vrikcdara, 
after having struck down thy son, was thus bragging and danc- 
ing madly, king Yudhishthira addressed him, saying,** — Thou 
hast paid oft’ thy hostility (towards Duryodhana) and accom-'^ 
plished thy vuw by a fair or an unfair act! Cease now, 0 
Bhimd !*• ; Do wot cAish bis head witji thy foot 1 Do not ^ act 
sinfully J Duryodhana is a king ! is, again, thy kinsman t 
HeisfclUu ! This^ conduct pf thine, 0 sinless one, is not 
ptpper !** Duryodhana was the lord of eleven AkihtmhwiB 
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of troopi He was fcha king khe I^urus ! Do not, 0 Bhima, 
touch a king and a kinsman with thy foot !V^ His kitfsmen 
are slain ! His friends and counselors are gone ! His trocps 
have been exterminated! He has been struck down in battle! 
He is to be pitied in every respect I He deserves not to be in- 
sulted, for remember that he is a king !*• He is ruined 1 H,ia 
friends and kinsmen have been slain 1 His brothers have been 
killed ! His sons too have been slain ! His funeral cake hath 
been taken away I He is our brother ! This that thou doest 
unto him is not proper !** Bhimasena ia a vian of righteous 
behaviour ! People used to say this before of thee ! Why then, 
O Bhimasena, dost thou insult the king in this way — Hav- 
ing said these words unto Bhimasena, Yudhishthira, with 
voice choked in tears, and afflicted with grief, approached 
Duryodhana, that chastiser of foes, and said unto' him,** — 
O sire, thou ahouldsfc not give way to anger nor grieve for 
thyself I Without doubt, thou bearest the dreadful consequences 
of thy own former acts !*• Without doubt, this sad and woful 
result had been ordained by the Creator himself, viz., that we 
should injure thee and thou shouldst injure us, 0 foremost one 
of Kuru 3 race !*• Through thy own fault this great calamity 
has come upon thee, due to avarice and pride and folly, 0 Bha- 
rata !** Having caused thy companions and brothers and sires 
and sons and grandsons and others to be all slain, thou comest 
now by thy own death 1*‘ In consequence of thy fault thy 
brothers, mighty car-warriors all, and thy kinsmen, have 
been slain by us ! I think all this to be the work of irresist- 
ble Destiny !** Thou art not to be pitied! On the other hand, 
thy death, 0 sinless one, is enviable t It is we that deserve 
to be pitied in every respect, 0 Kaurava ! We shall have to 
drag on a miserable existence, reft of all our dear friends and 
kinsmen !*^ Alas, how shall I behold the widows, overwhelm- 
^ed with grief and deprived of their senses by sorrow, of my 
brothers and sons and grandsons !*• Thou, 0 king, departest 
from this world ! Thou ♦ art sure to haVe thy residence in 
heaven ! We, oh the othw hand, shall be Reckoned as creatures 
of 1^^^^ and shfll continue to suffer the most poignant grief !** 
TbV gtidf wives of Dhritar&sbtrd's sons and grand' 



caltI risrA, 


2S1 


/dwa.] 

sons, tbos« widows cn\^ed with sorrow, will, without doubt, 
carSa us all !** — Having said these words, Dharma’s roj’al son 
Yudhishtbira, deeply afflicted wjtb grief, began to breathe 
hard And indulge in lamentations.’ 


Section LX. 

“Dhritar^shtra said, — ‘Beholding the (Kuru) king struck 
down unfairly, what, 0 Suta, did the mighty Valadeva, that 
foremost on% of Madhu's race, say ?* Tell me, 0 Sanjaya, 
what Rohini*s son, well-skilled in encounters with the mace 
and well acquainted with all its rules, did on that occasion T* 

“Sanjaya said, — ‘Beholding thy son struck at the thighs, 
the mighty Rama, that foremost of smiters, became exceeding- 
ly angry.* Raising his arms aloft, the hero having the plough 
for his weapon, in a voice of deep sorrow, said in the midst of 
those kings, — Oh, fie on Bhima, fie on Bhima I* Oh, fie, that 
in such a fair fight a blow hath been struck below the navel! 
Never before hath such an act as Yrikodara hath done been 
witnessed in an encounter with the mace !• No limb beloMr 
the navel should be struck. This is the precept laid down in 
treatises 1 This Bhima, however, is an ignorant wretch, un- 
acquainted with the truths of treatises ! He, therefore, acteth 
as he likes !* — While uttering these words, Rama gave way to 
great wrath. The mighty Valadeva then, uplifting his plough, 
rushed towards Bhimaseua P The form of that high-souled 
warrior of uplifted arms then became like that of the gigantic 
mountains of Kailasa variegated with diverse kinds of metals.* 
The mighty Ke(java, however, ever bending with humility, 
seized the rushing Rama, encircling him with his massive and 
and well-rounded arms.* Those two foremost heroes of Yadu’s 
?race, the ono dark in complexion and the other fair, looked 
exceedingly beautiful at that moment, like the Sun and the 
Moon, 0 king, on the evening sky ' For pacifying the angry 
Pama, Ke^ava addressed him, saying,— There are six kinds 
of advancement that a person may ba^ge, viz,, one’s own ad- 
vancement, the advaj^ement of one’s friends, the advance- 
Went of bue’e friends' friends, the deci^i' of one's * enemy, tk% 
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decay of one’s enemy’s friend3„and decay of one’s enemy’s 
friends* friends," When reverses happen to one's own self or 
to one's friends, one should then understand that one's fall is 
at hand and, therefore, one should ht such times look fof the 
means of applying a remedy.** The Pandavas of unsullied 
prowess are our natural friends. They are the children of our 
own sire s sister ! They had been greatly afflicted by their 
foes !*• The accomplishment of one's vow is one’s duty. 
Formerly Bhima had vowed in the midst of the assembly that 
he would in great battle break with his mace ^Jie thighs of 
Duryodhana.** The great Rishi Maitroya also, 0 scorcher of 
foes, had formerly cursed Duryodhana, saying , — Bhima will^ , 
with hia mace, break thy thighs /*• — In consequence of all 
this, I do not see any fault in Bhima ! Do not give way to 
wrath, 0 slayer of Pralamva ! Our relationship with tha 
Pandavas is founded upon birth and blood as also upop an 
attraction of hearts.** In their growth is our growth. Do 
not, therofure, give way to wrath, 0 bull among men ! — Hear- 
ing these words of Vasudeva, the wielder of the plough, who 
was conversant with rules of morality, said,*^ — Morality is 
well practised by the good. Morality, however, is always 
afflicted by two things, viz., the desire for Profit entertained 
by those that covet it, and the desire for Pleasure cherished 
by those that are wedded to it.** Whoever without afflicting 
Morality and Profit, or Morality and Pleasure, or Pleasure 
and Profit, followeth all three, viz., Morality, Profit, and 
Pleasure, always succeeds in obtaining great happiness.** In 
consequence, however, of morality being afflicted by Bhima- 
scna, this harmony of which I have spoken hath been, disturb- 
ed, whatever, 0 Govinda, thou majst tell me I*®— Krishna 
replied, saying,— Thou art always described as bereft of wrath, 
and righteous-souled and devoted to righteousness! Calm 
thyself, therefore, and do not give way to wrath !** Know 
that the Kali age is at hand. Remember also the vow made 
by the son of Pandu ! Let, therefore^ the son of PSndu be 
fegardea to have paid the debt he owed to his hostility 
♦lad to have fulfilled his vow I — ’** V 

" Sanjaya contiDUod,— ‘Hearing this fallacious discouM* 
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rom Ke<;ava, 0 king, I^ma failed to dispel his wrath and 
(ecomi cheerful. He then said in that assembly ,*• — Having 
infairly slain king Suyodhana of righteous soul, the son of 
;’ii.ndTi shall be reputed in tfie world as a crooked warrior !■* 
The righteous-soulcd Duryodhana, on the other* hand, shall 
obtain eternal blessedness ! Dhritarashtra's royal son, thair 
ufer of men, who hath been struck down, is a fair warrior 1** 
laving made every arrangement for the Sacrifice of battle 
md having undergone the initiatory ceremonies on the field, 
md, lastly, . hj^ving poured his life as a libation upon the fire 
•presented by his foes, Duryodhana has fairly completed his 
Sacrifice by the final ablutions represented by the attainment! 
>f glory I** — Having said these words, the valiant son of 
.\ohiiii, looking like the crest of a white cloud, ascended hia 
:ar and proceeded towards Dwiiraka.*’^ Th^^^anchalas with 
ihe ^irishnis, as also the Pandavas, 0 monareh| became rather 
:h«erlea8 after Rama had set out for Dwaravati,** Then 
^'"ixsudeva, approaching Yudhishthira who was exceedingly 
nolancholy and filled with anxiety, and who hung down hia 
load and knew not what to do in consequence of his deep 
kffliction, said unto him these words.** 

* “ ‘Vasudeva said, — 0 Yudhishthira the just, why dost thou 
anction this unrighteous act, since thou perinittest the head 
)f the insensible and fallen Duryodhana whose kinsmen and 
fiends have all been slain to bo thus struck by Bhima 
^ith his foot? Conversaiit as thou art with the ways of 
aorality, why dost thou, 0 king, witness this act with in'- 
litference? — 

“'Yudhishthira answered, — This act, 0 Krishna, done from 
frath, of Vrikodara's touching the head of the king with his 
t^ot, is not agreeable to mo, nor am I glad at this extermina- 
ion of my race I** By guile were we always deceived by the 
•on* of Dhritarashtra ! Many were the cruel words they 
poke to us. .\V© were again exiled into the woods by them.” 
Jreat is the grief on account of all those acts that is in Bhima- 
^nas heart 1 Eefiecting on all this, O tiiou of Vrishius race/ 
looked on with indifi/rence 1** Having slain the covetous 
duryodhana bereft of wisdom an4 enslaved by his passioits/ 
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let the son of Fandu gratify his desir^ be it by righteousness 
or unrighteousness ! — ’** 

“Sanjaya continued, — * After YudhishthirA had said this, 
Vasudeva, that porpetuator of Yadu’s race, said with difficulty, 
— Let it be so !“• — Indeed, after Vasudeva had been addressed 
in those words by Yudhishthira, the former, who, always 
wished what was agreeable to and beneficial for Bhix^ga* 
approved all those acts that Bhima had done in battle.** 
Having struck down thy son in battle, the wrathful Bhima- 
sena, his heart filled with joy, stood with joined hands before 
Yudhishthira and saluted him in proper form,** With eyes 
expanded in delight and proud of the victory he had won, 
Vrikodara of great energy, O king, addressed his eldest brother, 
saying,** — The Earth is today thine, 0 king, without brawls 
to disturb her and with all her thorns removed ! Rule over 
her, 0 monarch, and observe the duties of thy order !^® He 
who was tho cause of these hostilities and who fomented them 
by means of his guile, that wretched wight fond of deception, 
lieth, struck down, on the bare ground, 0 lord of Earth 1** 
All those wretches headed by Dusgasana, who used to utter 
cruel words, as also those other foes of thine, viz., the son of 
Radha, and Cakuni, have been slain !** Teeming with all 
kinds of gems, the Earth, with her forests and mountains, 0 
monarch, once more comoth to thee that hast no foes alive !** — 

‘"‘Yudhishthira said, — Hostilities have come to an end! 
King Suyodhana hath been struck down 1 The Earth hath 
been conquered (by us), ourselves having acted according to 
the counsels of Krishna By good luck, thou hast paid off 
thy debt to thy mother and to thy wrath ! By good luck, 
thou hast been victorious, 0 invincible hero, and by good luck, 
thy foe hath been slain !' ” — 

Section LXI. 

"‘Dhritarashtra said, — ‘Beholding Durj^odhana struck dowu 
in battle by Bhimasena, what, O Sanjaya, did the Pandavas 
c and the Srinjayas do^’* 

“Saiyaya said,-— ‘Beholding Duryodhs^ua slain by Bhima- 
lena ialb^ 0 king, like a wild olephaut slain by a iW 
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the Panda vas with Eria?na became filled with delight. The 
Fanchtilas and the Srinjayas also, upon the fall of the Euru 
kingi'^wayed their upper garments (in the air) anti uttered 
leonine roars. The very Earth seemed to be uns^le to bear 
those rejoicing warriors.* Some stretched their bows; others 
dr^w their bowstrings. Some blew their huge conchs ; others 
beat their drums.* Some sported and jumped about, while 
some amongst thy foes laughed aloud. Many heroes repeated- 
ly said these words unto Bhimasena — Exceedingly difficult 
and great hatll been the feat that thou hast achieved today in 
battle, by having struck down the Kuru king, himself a 
great warrior, with thy mace P All these men regard this 
slaughter of the foe by thee to be like that of Vritra by 
Indra himself !• Who else, save thyself, 0 Vrikodara, could 
slay the hetoic Duryodhana while careering in diverse kinds 
of motion and performing all the wheeling mancBvres (charac- 
teristic of such encounters) ?* Thou hast now reached the 
other shore of these hostilities, that other shore which none 
else could reach ! This feat that thou hast achieved is in- 
capable of being achieved by any other warrior !‘® By good 
luck, thou hast, 0 hero, like an infuriate elephant, crushed 
with thy foot the head of Duryodhana on the field of battle !“ 
Having fought a wonderful battle, by good luck, 0 sinless 
one, thou hast quaffed the blood of Dus9a8ana, like a lion 
quaffing the blood of a buffalo !‘* By g )od luck, thou hast, 
by thy own energy, placed thy foot on the head of all those 
that had injured the righteous-souled king Yudhishthira !'*■ 
In consequence of having vanquished thy foes and of thy 
having slain Dilryodhana, by good luck, 0 Bhima, thy fame 
hath spread over the whole world !** Bftrds • and eulogists 
applauded Cakra after the fall of Vritra even as we are now- 
applauding thee, 0 Bharata, after the fall of thy foes !** 
Know, 0 Bharata, that the joy we felt upon the fall of 
Duryodhana hath not yet abated in the least ! — Even these 
were thd words .addrelsed to Bhimasegna by the assembled 
eulogists oAthai occasion !“ Whilst tliose tigers among men, 
viz., the Fanchalas anu the Pandavas, all filled with d; light, 
were indulging in such language, the slayer of Madi u ai- 
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dressed them, saying,’*’— Ye rulers of *men, it is not proper to 
slay a slain foo with such cruel speeches repeatedly uttered ! 
This wighik of wicked understanding hath already been slain !** 
This sinful, shameless, and covetous wretch, surrounded by sin- 
ful counsellers and ever regardless of the advice of wise friends, 
met with his death even ihen‘* when he refused, though 
repeatedly urged to the contrary by Vidura and Drona and 
Kripa and Sanjaya, to give unto the sons of Pandu their 
paternal share in the kingdom which they had solicited at his 
hand !*• This wretch is not now fit to be regarded either as a 
friend or a foe ! What use in spending bitter breath upon one 
who hath now become a piece of wood Mount your cars 
quickly, ye kings, for we should leave this place ! By good 
luck, this sinful wretch hath been slain with his counselleri 
and kinsmen and friends !** — Hearing these rebukes from 
Krishna, king Duryodhana, 0 monarch, gave way to wrath 
and endeavoured to rise.®* Sitting on hii haunches and sup- 
porting himself on his two arms, he contracted his eye-brows 
and cast angry glances at Vasudeva.** The form then of 
Duryodhana whose body was half raised, looked like that of a 
poisonous snako, 0 Bharata, shorn of its tail.®* Disregarding 
his poignant and unbearable pains, Duryodhana began to 
afflict Vasudeva with keen and bitter wordi.** — 0 son of 
Kansa 1 slave, thou hast, it seems, no shame, for hast thou 
forgotten that I have been struck down most unfairly, judged 
by the rules that prevail in encounters with the mace ? It 
was thou who unfairly caused this act by reminding Bhima 
with a hint about the breaking of my thighs I Dost thou 
think I did not mark it when Arjuna (acting under thy advice) 
hinted it to Bhima Having caused thousands of kings, 

who always fought fairly, to be slain through diverse kinds of 
unfair means, feelst thou no shame or no abhorence for those 
acts Day after day having caused a great carnage of heroic 
warriors, thou causedst the grandsire to be slain by plaicing 
CikhAndin to the fore Having again^caused an clcj)hant of 
tie name of Agwattharilan to be slain, O thou of wicked under- 
*hou causedst the preceptor to Say aside his weapons 
pinkest thou that this is not known to me ?** While again 
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that Taliant hero washout “to he slain by this cruel Dhrishta- 
dyutona, thou didst not dissuade the latter I** The dart that 
had been begged (of Cakra as a boon) by Kama for the 
slaughter of Arjuna, was bafiSed by thee through Ghatotkacha ! 
Who is there that is more sinful than thou ?*• Similarly, the 
pighty Bhuriejravas, with one of his arms lopped off and 
while observant of the Prdya vow, was caused to be slain by 
thee through the agency of the high-soulcd Satyaki.** Kama 
had done a great feat for vanquishing Partha. Thou, however, 
causedst A(;wasena, the son of that prince of snakes (viz., 
Takshaka,) to be baffled in achieving his purpose!®* When 
again the wheel of Kama’s car sank in mire and Kama was 
afflicted with calamity and almost vanquished on that account, 

- — when, indeed, that foremost of men became anxious to 
liberate hns wheel, — thou causedst that Kama to be then slain !** 
If ye had fought me and Kama and Bhishma and Drona by 
fair means, victory then, without doubt, would never have 
been yours By adopting the most crooked and unrighteous 
of means thou hast caused n:any kings observant of the 
duties of thoir order and ourselves also to be slain ! — 

“ ‘Vasudeva said, — Thou, 0 son of Gandhari, hast been 
slain with thy brothers, sons, kinsmen, friends, and followers, 
only in consequence of the sinful path in which thou hast 
trod !*® Through thy evil acts those two heroes, viz., Bhish- 
ma and Drona, have been slain ! Kar .ia too hath been slain 
for having imitated thy behaviour !** Solicited by me, 0 fool, 
thou didst not, from avarice, give the Pandavas their paternal 
share, Acting according to the counsels of Cakuni 1*^ Thou 
gavest poison to Bhirriasena ! Thou hadst also, 0 thou of wick- 
ed undtrstanding, endeavoured to burn all the Pandavas with 
their mother at the palace of lac !** On the occasion also of 
the gambling, thou hadst persecuted the daughter of Yajna- 
sena, while iu her season, in the midst of the assembly ! 
Shameless as thou art, even then thou becamest worthy of 
being klain!^*.; Thou* hadst, through Suvala’s son well-vei;sed 
in dice, unfairly vanquished the virtuous Yudhishthira who 
was unskilled in * gambling ! For that art thou slain 
Through the sinful Jayadratha again, Krishna was on another 
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occasion persecuted when the Pandavas, her lords, had gone 
out ahuntingta wards the hermitage of Trinavindu !** Causing 
Abhimanyu, who was a child and alone, to be surrounded^ by 
many, thou didst slay that hero. It is in consequence of that 
fault, 0 sinful wretch, that thou art slain !*• All those uir- 
righteous acts that thou sayest have been perpetrated by us,,, 
have in reality been perpetrated by thee in consequence of 
thy sinful nature Thou hadst never listened to the counsels 
of Vrihaspati and Uganas I Thou hadst never waited upon the 
old ! Thou hadst never heard beneficial words !*• Enslaved 
by ungovernable covetousness and thirst of gain, thou didst 
perpetrate many unrighteous acts ! Bear now the consequences 
of those acts of thine ! — 

“ ‘Duryodhana said, — I have studied, made presents accord- 
ing to the ordinance, governed the wide Earth with her seas, 
and staid over the heads of my foes ! Who is there so for- 
tunate as myself!’® That end again which is courted by 
Kshakriyas observant of the duties of their own order, viz., 
death in battle, hath become mine ! - Who, therefore, is so 
fortunate as myself Human enjoyments such as were 
worthy of the very gods and such as could with difficulty be 
obtained by other kings, had been mine. Prosperity of the 
very highest kind had been attained by me ! Who then is so 
fortunate as myself?*® With all my well-wishers, and my 
younger brothers, I am going to heaven, 0 thou of unfading 
glory 1 As regards yourselves, with your purposes unachieved 
and torn by grief, live ye in this unhappy world ! — 

“Sanjaya continued, — “Upon the conclusion of these’ words 
of the intelligent king of the Kurus, a thick shower of frag- 
rant flowers fell from the sky.** The Gandharvas beat many 
charming musical instruments. The Apsao^aa in a chorus sang 
the glory of king Duryodhana.** The Siddhaa uttered loud 
sounds to the effect , — Praise to king Duryodhana ! — Frag- 
rant and delicious breezes mildly blew on every side. All the 
quarters became clear and the firmament Mocked blue is the 
lapia laztdiV Beholding these exceedingly wonderful things 
»nd tbij» worship offered to Duryodhana, the Pandavas headed 
by Ylfsmdeva became ashamed**^ Hearing (invisible beings 
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cry out) that Bhishma and Drona and Kama and Bhuri<;raya8 
were slain unrighteously, they became afflicted with grief and 
wept in sorrow.*^ Beholding the Pandavas filled with anxiety 
and^rief, Krishna addressed them in a voice deep as that of 
the clouds or the drum, saying, — ®®A11 of them were great 
car-warriors and exceedingly quick in the use of weapons ! 
If ye had put forth all your prowess, even then ye could never 
have slain them in battle' by fighting fairly!^® King Duryo- 
dhana also could never be slain in a fair encounter ! The 
same is the case with all those mighty car-warriors headed by 
Bhishma 1*^ From desire of doing good to you, I repeatedly 
applied my powers of illusion and caused them to be slain by 
diverse means in battle.** If I had not adopted such deceitful 
ways in battle, victory would never have been yours, nor 
kingdom, nor wealth !** Those four were very high-souled 
warriors and regarded as Atiraihas in the world. The very 
Eegents of the Earth could not slay them in fair fight 1*^ 
Similarly, the son of Dhritarashtra, above fatigue as he was, 
when armed with the mace, could not be slain in fair fight by 
Yaraa himself armed with his bludgeon !'• Te should not 
take it to heart that this foe of yours hath been slain deceit- 
fully ! When the number of one's foes becomes great, then 
destruction should be effected by contrivances and means !** 
The gods themselves, in slaying the Asiiras^ have trod in the 
Same way ! That way, therefore, that ha -h been trod by the 
gods, may be trod by all !*^ We have been crowned with 
success. It is evening. We had better retire to our tents. 
Let us all, ye kings, take rest, with our steeds and elephants 
and cars ’ — *®Hearing these words of Vasudeva, the Pandavas 
and the Panchalas, filled with delight, roared like a multitude 
of lions,** All of them blew their conchs and Madhava him- 
self blew Panchajanyaj filled with joy, 0 bull among men, 
at the sight of Duryodhana struck down in battle,' 


Sectio* LXIL 

"Sanjaya said,— ^11 those kings! possessed of arms that 
resembled spiked bHudjoons, theu proceeded towards their 
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tents, filled with joy and blowing their conchi on their way,* 
The Pandavas also, 0 monarch, pi'bcee^ed towards our encamp- 
ment. The great bowman Yuyutsu followed' them, as alio 
Satyaki,* and Dhrishtadyumna, ancf Cikhandin, and the ^five 
sons of Draupadi. The other great bowmen also proceeded 
towards our tents.® The Parthas then entered the tent of 
Duryodhana, shorn of its splendours and reft of its lord and 
looking like an arena of amusement after it has ^been deserted 
by spectators.* Indeed, that pavilion looked like a city reft 
•f festivities, or a lake without its elephant. It then swarmed 
with women and eunuchs and certain aged counsellors.* Dur- 
yodhana and other heroes, attired in robes dyed in yellow, 
formerly used, 0 king, to wait reverentially, with joined hands, 
on those old counsellors.® Arrived at the pavilion of the Kuru 
king, the Paudavas, those foremost of car-warriors, 0 mon- 
arch, dismounted from their cars.® At that time, always en- 
gaged, 0 bull of Bharata's race, in the good of his friend, 
Keejava, addressed the wieldor of Gandiva, saying,® — Take down 
thy Gandiva as also the two inexhaustible quivers. I shall 
dismount after thee, 0 best of the Bharatas !® Get thee 
down, for this is (or thy good, 0 sinless one ! — Pandu’s brave 
ion Dhananjaya, did as he was directed.’® The intelligent 
Krishna, abandoning the reins of the steeds, then dismounted 
from the car of Dhananjaya.” After the high-sou led Lord of 
all creatures had dismounted from that car, the celestial Apt 
that topped the standard of Arjuna's vehicle, disappeared there 
and then.’* That great vehicle then, which had before been 
burnt by Drona and Kama with their celestial weapons, quick- 
ly blazed forth into flames, 0 king, without any visible fire 
having been applied to it,** Indeed, the car of Dhananjaya, 
with its quivers, reins, .steeds, yoke, and shaft, fell down, re- 
duced to ashes.’* Beholding the vehicle thus reduced to ashes, 
0 lord, the sons of Pandu became filled with wonder, and 
Arjuna, 0 king, having saluted Krishna and bowed unto him, 
said the.sq words, with joined hands and in an affectionate 
voi^e, — 0 Govinda, O divine one, for what reason hatfi this 
car been coii.sarned by fire ?***’* What is Jhis highly wonder- 
f- i incident that has happened before our* eyes? 0 thou of 
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ivighty arms, if tliou thickest that I can listen to it without 
jatm, then tell me everything 1 — 

" ‘Vasudeva said, — “That^car, O Arjuna, had before been 
Bonsurrted by diverse kinds of weapons. It was because I bad 
sat upon it during battle that it did not fall into pieces, O 
scorcher of foes^** Previously consumed by the energy of 
Brahma weapons, it has been reduced to ashes upon my 
abondoning it after attainment by thee of thy objects 1*® — 
Then, with a little 'pride, that slayer of foes, viz., the divine 
Ke^ava, erabrif^ing king Yadhishthira, said unto him.*® — By 
good luck, thou hast won the victory, O son of Kunti ! By 
good luck, thy foes have been vanquished ! By good luck, 
the wielder of Gandiva and Bhimasena the son of Pandu,**^ 
and thysolf, 0 king, and the two sons of Madri, have escaped 
with life froj^n this battle so destructive of heroes, and have 
escaped after having slain all your foes !** Quickly do that, O 
Bharata, which! sh(^uld now be done by thee !** After I had 
arrived at Upaplavya, thyself, approaching me, with the 
wielder of Gindim in thy company, gavest me honey and the 
customary ingredients, and saidst these words, O lord, 

TIiIh DhananjayHi 0 Kri-dina, iff thy brother and friend t 
He shoidd, therefore, he 'protected by thee in all dangers /*• — 
Afcer thou hadst. said thaso words I answered thee, saying, — 
So he i/i/— That .Savyasachin hath been protected by me. 
Victory also hath been thiiie^ 0 king V' .th his brothers, O 
king of kings, that hero of true prowess hath come out of this 
dreadful bittle, so destructive, of heroes, with life !*’ Thus ad- 
dressed by Krishna, king Yudhishthira the just, with hair stand- 
ing on end, 0 rapnarch, said these \y0rd3 unto Janarddana.*® 
“Tudhishthira sail—Who, save thee, 0 grinder of " 
foes, not excepting the thunder- wielding Purandara himself, 
could have withstood the weapons hurled by Drona 

and Kama!** It was through thy grace that the Sanisapta^ 
fca.9 were vanquished 1 It was through thy grace that Partha 
had novQr to tiwirn bi^ck^rom even the fiercest of encounters 1* 
Similarly, it vras thiough thy gracej^*0 mighty-armed one, 
that I myself^ with ;^y posterity, have, by accomplishing 
diverse acts one after aaotUer, obtained the auspicious end of 
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prowess and energy !’* At TJpaplavya,Jthe great Ttishi Krishna- 
Dvvaipayana told mo that thither is Krishna where righteoHs- 
ness is, and thither is victory where Krishnft is I—?'** 

“Sanjaya continued, — ‘After this conversation, those heroes 
entered thy ■encampment and obtained the military chest, 
many jewels, and much wealth.” And they also obtained 
silver and gold and gems and pearls and many costly orna- 
ments and blankets and skins,” and innumerable slaves male 
and female, and many other things necessary for sovereignty. 
Having obtained that inexhaustible wealth belonging to thee, 
0 bull of Bharatas race, those highly-blessed ones, whose 
foes had been slain, uttered loud cries of exultation.** Hav- 
ing unyoked their animals, the Pandavas and Satyaki remain- 
ed there awhile for resting themselves.” Then Vasudeva of 
great renown said, — Wc should, as an initiatry act of blessed- 
ness, remain out of the camp for this night 1*^ — Answering,— 
So be it !— the Pandavas and Satyaki, accompanied by Vasu- 
deva, went out of the camp for the sake of doing that which 
was regarded as an anspicious act.” Arrived on the banks 
of the sacred stream Oghavati, 0 king, the Pandavas, reft of 
foes, took up their quarters there for that night !” They then 
despatched Ke 5 ava of Yadu s race to Hastinapura. Vasudeva 
of great prowess, causing Daruka to got upon his car, proceeded 
very quickly to that place where the royal son of Amvika was,^® 
While about to start on his car having Caivya and Sugriva 
•(and the others) yoked unto it, (the Pandavas) said unto him, 
— Comfort the helpless Gandhari who hath lost all her sons 
— Thus addressed by the Pandavas, that chief of the SStwatas 
then proceeded towards Hastinapura and arrived at the pre- 
sence of Gandhari who had all her sons slain,’ 


Section LXIII. 

Janamejaya said, — “For what reason did that tiger among 
kings, viz., Yudhishthira the just, despatch that sepreher of 
f6es, viz., Vasudeva, utto Gandhari.?^ Krishna had at first 
gone to the . Kauravas for the sake pf binging about peace. 
He did uot obtain the fruition of his wishes, In consequence 
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of this the battle took ’ When all the warriors were 

slain ffcnd Duryodhana was struck down, when in consequence 
of the battle the empire of tPandu’s son became perfectly foe- 
less,* when all the (Kuru) camp* became empty, qll its inmates 
having fled, when great renown was won by the son of Pandu, 
what, 0 regenerate one, was the cause for which Krishna had 
once again to go (to Hastinapura) ?* It seems to me, 0 
Brahmana, that the cause could not be a light one since it 
was Janarddana of immeasurable soul had himself to make 
the journey 0 foremost of all Adhyaryus, tell me in detail 
what the cause was for undertaking such a mission 

Vai^ampayana said,— *'The question thou askest me, O' 
king, is, indeed, worthy of thee ! I will tell you everything 
truly as it occurred, 0 bull of Bharata s race 1’ Beholding 
Duryodharm, the mighty son of Dhritarashtra, struck down 
by ^imasena in contravention of the rules of fair fight,® in 
fact, beholding the Kuru king slain unfairly, 0 Bharata, 
Yudhishthira, 0 monarch, became filled with great fear,® at 
the thought of tho highly-blessed Gandhari possessed of 
ascetic merit, — ‘She hath undergone severe ascetic austerities 
and can, therefore, consume the three worlds,'*® — even thus 
thought the son of Panda. By sending Krishna, Gandhari, 
blazing with wrath, would be comforted before Yudhishthira's- 
own arrival,*^ — ‘Hearing of the death of her son brought to 
such a plight by ourselves, she will, in wrath, with the fire of 
her mind, reduce us to ashes!*® How will Gandhari endure 
such poignant grief, after she hears her son, who always 
fought fairly, slain unfairly by us?'*® — Having reflected in 
this strain for a long while, king Yudhishthira the just, filled 
with fear and grief, said these words unto Vasudeva,** — 
‘Through thy grace, 0 Govinda, my kingdom hath been reft 
of thorns ! Tha4i which we could not in imagination even 
aspire to obtain hath now become ours, 0 thou of unfading 
glory ! Before my eyes, 0 mighty-armed one, in battle, mak- 
ing the very hair to strfhd on end, violent were the blows that 
thou badst to bear, 0 delighter of th9 Yadavas I**"** In the 
battle between the go4s and the Amras, thou hadsfi, in daya 
of old, lent thy aid for the destruction of the foes of tho gods* 
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and those foes were slain ’'In tbF same way, 0 mighty- 
armed one, thou hast given us aid, O thou of unfading glory ! 
By agreeing to act as our charioteer, O thou of Vrishni’s race, 
thou hast all along protected us !‘® If thou hadst nof been 
the protector of Phalguna in dreadful battle^ how could then 
this sea of troops been capable of being vanquished ?*® Many 
were the blows of the mace, and many were the strokes of 
spiked bludgeons and darts and short arrows and lances and 
battle-axes, that have been endued by thee 1*® For our sake, 
O Krishna, thou hadst also to hear many harsb words and 
endure the fall, violent as the thunder, of weapons in battle !** 
In consequence of Duryodhana’s slaughter, all this has not 
been fruitless, O thou of unft\ding elory ! Act thou again in 
such a way that the fruit of all those acts may not be destroy- 
ed !** Although victory bath been ours, O Krishna, our heart, 
however, is yet trembling in doubt! Know, 0 Macftiava, 
that Gandhari s wrath, 0 mighty-armed one, hath been pro- 
voked 1*® That highly-blessed lady is always emaciating her- 
self with the austerest of penances ! Hearing of the slaughter 
of her sons and grandsons, she will, without doubt, consume 
us to ashes! It is time, 0 hero, I think, for pacifying her !** 
Except thee, O foremost of men, what other person is there that 
is able to even behold that lady of eyes red like copper in 
wrath and exceedingly afflicted with the ills that have befallen 
her children ?“• That thou shouldst go there, 0 Madhava, is 
what I think to bo proper, for pacifying Gandhari, 0 chastiser 
of foes, who is blazing with wrath ? Thou art the Creator 
and the Destroyer! Thou art the first cause of all the worlds, 
thyself being eternal !** By words fraught with reasons, visi- 
ble and invisible,"^ that are all the result of time, thou wilt 
quickly, O thou of great wisdom, be able to pacify Gandhari 
Our grandsire, the holy Krishna-Dwaipayana, will be there. 
O mighty-armed one, it is thy duty to dispel, by all means 
in thy power, the wrath of Gandhari !** — Hearing these words 
of'^king^ Yu(Jhishthir% the just, the ^perpetuator of Yadu’s 

^ niuatratioDS drawn from visible ob^cts and tbo«e based npon 
artidea of laith aa are not addressed to the senses,— T. 
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race, summoning Dafaka, said> — ‘Let my car be equipped !** 
Having received Ke^ava’s command, Daruka in great haste, 
returned and represented* unto his higb-souled master that 
the* car was. ready.*® Tha^ scorcher of foes and chief of 
Yadu’srace, viz., the lord Ke^ava) having mounted upon the 
car, proceeded with great haste to the city of the Kurus.** 
The adorable Madhava then, riding ori bis vehicle, proceeded, 
and arriving at the city called after the elephant entered it ” 
Cau sing the city to resound with the rattle of his car-wheels as 
he entered It, he sent word to Dhritarashtra and then alighted 
from his vehicle and entered the palace of bid king.** Ha 
there beheld that best of Rishis, (viz., Dwaipayana), arrived 
before him. Janarddana, embracing the feet of both Vyasa 
and Dhritarashtra,** quietly saluted Gaudhari also. Then the 
foremost*of the Yadavas, viz., Vishnu, seizing Dhritarashtra 
b/ the hand, 0 monarch, began to weep melodiously.** Having 
shed tears for a while from sorrow,** he washed his eyes and 
his face with water accerding to rules. That chastiser of foes 
then said these softly flowing words unto Dhritarashtra.*^ — 
‘Nothing is unknown to thee, O Bharata, about the past and 
the future ! Thou art well-acquainted, 0 lord, with the course 
of time !** From a regard for thee, the Piindavas had en- 
deavoured to prevent the destruction of their race and the 
extermination of Kshatriyas, O Bharata 1** Having made an 
understanding with his brothers, the virtuous Yudhishthira 
had lived peacefully. Ho even went to exile after defeat at 
unfair dice !** With his brothers ho led a life of concealment, 
attired* in various disguises. They also endured every day 
diverse other woes as if they were quite helpless !** On the eve 
of battle I myself came and in the presence of all men begged 
of thee only five villages.** Afflicted by Time, and moved by 
covetousness, thou didst not grant my request. Through thy 
fault, 0 king, ail the Kshatriya race hath been exterminated !** 
Bhishma, and Somadatta, and Vaihika, and Kripa, and Drona, 
and his son^ and the Vidura, alwap solicited thee for peace. 
Thou dids| not, however, follow theJ¥ counsels 1** Every one, 
it seems, when aflKcted by Time, is stupified, O Bharata, 
since even thou, 0 king, as regards this matter, didst act so 
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foolishly !*• What else can it be but tbcfeffect of Time ? In- 
deed, Destiny is supreme ! Do not, O thou of, great wisdom^ 
impute any fault to the Pandavas « The smallest transgres- 
sion is not discernible in the high-souled Pandavas^. judged by 
the rules of morality or reason or affection, 0 scorcher foes 
Knowing all this to be the fruit of thy own fault, it behoveth^ 
thee not to cherish any ill feeling tewards the Pandavas !** 
Eace, line, funeral cake, and what else depends upon off- 
spring, now depend on the Pandavas as regards both thyself 
and Gandhari !" Thyself, O tiger among the ^"Kurus, and 
the renowned Gandhari also, should not harbour malice to- 
wards the Pandavas !‘® Eeflecting upon all this-, and thinking 
also of thy own transgressions, cherish good feelings towards 
the Pandavas, I bow to thee, 0 bull of Bharata s race 
Thou knovvest, 0 mighty-armed one, what the devotion is of 
king Yudhishthira and what his affection is towards th'ee, 
O tiger among kings 1** Having caused this slaughter of even 
foes that wronged him so, he is burning day and night, and 
hath not succeeded in obtaining peace of mind That tiger 
among men, grieving for thee and for Gandhari, faileth to 
obtain any happiness.** Overwhelmed with shame be cometh 
not before thee that art burning with grief on account of thy 
children and whose understanding and senses have been 
agitated by that grief !*•' — Having said those words unto 
Dhritarashtra, that foremost one of Yadu's race, 0‘ monarch, 
addressed the grief-stricken Gandhari in these words of high- 
import :** — ‘0 daughter of Suvala, O thou of excellent vows, 
listen to what I say ! 0 auspicious dame, there is ilow no 
lady like thee in the world !*^ Thou rememberest, 0 queen, 
those words that thou spokost in the assembly in my presence, 
—those words fraught with righteousness and that were 
beneficial to both parties,— which thy sons, 0 auspicious lady, 
did not obey !**"•* Duryodhana who coveted victory was 
addressed by thee in bitter words. Thou toldst him then — 
Listen^ 0 fool, to the^ words of mine, viz,, thither is 
victory where righteomnisa is /•"-^Those words of thine, 0 
princess, have now been accomplished ! ** Knowing all tbisi 
0 auspicious lady, do not set thy heart on sorrow !** Le1i not 



Parva.] calya par7a, 247 

thy heart incline to^wds tho dcatruciion of the Pandavas ! 
In consequence of the strength of thy penances, thou art able, 

0 highly blesse'‘d one, to burn, with thy eyes kindled with 
ragfi, the whole Earth with her mobile and immobile crea- 
tures !'•* Hearing these words of Vasudeva, Gfandhari said,— 
It is even so, 0 Kegava, as thou sayest !” My heart, burn- 
Hug in grief, had been, un steadied ! After hearing thy words, 
however, that heart, O Janarddana, hath again become 
steady 1®* As regards the blind old king, now become child- 
less, thou, O foremost of men, with those heroes, viz., the 
sons of Panda, hast become his refuge !*• — Having said so 
much, Gandhari, burning in grief on account of the death of 
her sons, covered her face with her cloth and began to weep 
aloud !** The mighty-armed lord Keejava then comforted the 
grief-stricken princess with words that were fraught with 
reasons drawn from visible and invisible instances.*’ Having 
comforted Gandhari and Dhritarushtra, Keejava of Madhu’a 
race came to know (by intuition) the evil that was meditated 
by Drona’s son.*® Rising up in haste after worshipping the 
feet of Vyasa with a bend of his head, KG 5 ava, 0 monarch, 
addressed Dhritarashtra, saying,** — ‘I take thy leave, 0 fore- 
most one of Kuru*s race ! Do not set thy heart on grief! 
The son of Drona bears an evil purpose. It is for this that 

1 rise so suddenly !’** It seems that he has formed the project 

of destroying the Pandavas during the night !’ — Hearing these 
words, both Gandhari and Dhritarashtra said unto Ke(^ava, 
that slayer of Ke^in, these words : — ‘Go quickly, 0 mighty- 
armed jne, and protect the Pandavas Let me soon meet 

thee again, 0 Janarddana 1^ — Then Ke(;ava of unfading glory 
proceeded with Daruka.’® After Vasudeva had departed, O 
king, Vyasa, that adored of the whole world, of inconceiv- 
able soul, began to comfort king Dhritarashtra.’^ The righte- 
ous-soulsd Vasudeva departed, having achieved his mission 
successiully, from Hastinapura, for seeing the camp and the 
PandayaSv* Arrived at the camp, he proceeded to the pre- 
sence of the Pandavas. Telling the«I everything (about ’his 
mission to the city),^*he took bis seat with them.'’’| 
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“ Dhritarashtra said, — ‘Kicked the head, his thighs 

broken, prostrated on the ground, exceedingly proud, what, 
O Sanjaya, did my son then say V King Duryodhana was 
exceedingly wrathful and his hostility to the sons of Pandu 
was deep-rooted. When, therefore, this great calamity over- 
took him, what did he next say on the field?’* 

“Sanjayaa said, — ‘Listen to me, 0 monarch, as I describe 
to thee what happened ! Listen, 0 king, to wKat Duryo- 
dhana said when overtaken by calamity !® With his thighs 
broken, the king, 0 monarch, covered with dust, gathered 
his flowing locks, casting his eyes on all sides.* Having with 
difficulty gathered his locks, he began to sigh like a snake. 
Filled with rage and with tears flowing fast from his #/eyes, ho 
looked at me. He struck his arms against the Earth for* a 
while like an infuriate elephant.* Shaking his loose locks, 
and gnashing his teeth, he began to censure the eldest son 
of Pandu. Breathing heavily, he then addressed mo, say- 
ing^«_Ala 3 , I who had Cantanu s son Bhishrna for my pro- 
tector, and Kama, that foremost of all vvielders of weapons, 
and Gotama’s .son, and Cakuni, and Drona, that first of all 
wielders of arms,'' and A^wattluirnan, and tho heroic Galya, 
and Kritavarman, alas, even I have come to this plight ! It 
seems that Time is irresistible I wiis the lord of eleven 
Ckamivs of troops and yet I have come to this plight ! O 
mighty-armed one, no one can rise superior to Time!* Those 
of my side that, have escaped with life from this battle* should 
be informed how 1 have been struck down by Bhimasena in 
contravention of the rules of fair fight Many have been 
the very unfair and sinful acts that have been perpetrtited to- 
wards Bhuri(jravas, and Bhishma, and Drona of great pros- 
perity This is another very^ infamous act that the cruel 
Pandavas hav <5 perpetri’ated, for which, l am certain, they will 
incur the condemnation of all rightsftms men *What 
pleasure can a righteously disposed person enjoy at having 
gained a victory by unfair acts? What ‘wise man, again, is 
there that would accord his approbation to a person contravene 



CALYA PAtlYA. 


249 


Parva!\ 

ing the ralo§ of fairnoss What learned man is there that 
would rejoice-,after having won victory by. unrighteousness as 
that sinful wretch, viz.,»Vrikodara the son of Pandu, rejoices ?** 
What can^be more amazing than this, viz., tl\p.t Bhimasena in 
wrath should with his foot touch the head of one like me while 
lying with my thighs broken ?“ Is that person, 0 Sanjaya, 
worthy of honor who'behaveth thus towards a man possessed of 
glory, endued with prosperity, living in the midst of friends 
my parents are not ignorant of the duties of battle. In- 
structed by mo, 0 Sanjaya, tell them that arc afHioted with 
grief these wtuds — I have performed sacrifices, supported a 

large number of servants properly, governed the whole Earth 
with her seas! I stayed on the heads of my living foes!** 

I gave wealth to my kinsmen to the extent of my abilities, 
and I (Jid what was agreeable to friends. I withstood all my 
^)es. Who is there that is more fortunate than myself ?** I 
have made progresses through hostile kingdoms and command- 
ed kings as slaves. I have acted handsomely towards all I 
loved and liked. Who is there mrre fortunate than myself?*® 

I honored all my kinsmen and attended to the welfare of all 
my dependants. I have attended to the three ends of human 
existence, viz., Religion, Profit, and Pleasure ! Who is there 
more fortunate than myself I laid my commands on great 
kings, and honor, unattainable by others, was mine. I always 
made my journeys on the very best of steeds. Who is there 
more fortunate than myself?” I studied the Vedas and made 
gifts according to the ordinance. My life has passed in happi^ 
ness.* By observance of the ^duties of my own order, I have 
obtained many regions of blessedness hereafter. Who is there, 
more fortunate than myself By good luck, I have not beea 
vanquished in battle and subjected to the necessity of serving 
my foes as masters. By good luck, 0 lord, it is only after my 

death that my swelling Prosperity abandons me for waiting 

upon another !•* That which is desired by good Kshatriyaa. 
observant of^ the duties of their orjjer, that death, is obtained 
by me! Who is there so fortutiate as myself?” 3y good 
luck, 1 did hot suffer myself to be turned away from the path of 
hostility and to be vanquished ordinary person-! By 

82 
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good luck, I have not been vanquished a{Ter I had done somo 
base act !‘* Like the slaughter of a person that is asleep 'or 
that is heedless, like the slaughter of one by the adminis- 
tration of poison, my slaughter hath taken place, for I have 
been slain as unrighteously, in contravention of the rules of 
fair fight The highly blessed A(j\vatthaman, and Krita- 
varman of the Satwata race, and Caradwafc’s son Kripa, 
should be told these words of mine, viz.,** — Yo'n should never 
o'cpose any confidence upon the Pdndavas, those violaters of 
rides, who have perpetrated many unrighteous acts — After 

this, thy royal son of true prowess addressed our message- 
bearers in these words: — I liave, in battle, been slain by Bhima- 
sena most unrighteously I am now like a moneyless 
wayfarer and shall follow in the wake of Drona who h*as al- 
ready gone to heaven, of Kama and Calya, of Vrishasena of 
great energy, of Cakuni the son of Suvala, of Jalasandha of 
grfeat valour, of king Bhagadatta, of Somadatta's son, that 
mighty bowman, of Jayadratha the king of the Sindhus, of 
all my brothers headed by Dus 5 asana and equal unto myself, 
of Dus(jasana’s son of great prowess, and of Lakshmana my 
son, and thousands of others that fought for me Alas, 
how shall my sister, stricken with woe, live sorrowfully, after 
hearing of the slaughter of her brothers and her husband !*• 
Alas, what shall be the plight of the old king, my sire, with 
Gandhari, and his daughters-in-law and grand-daughtor-in- 
law 1®* Without doubt, the beautiful and large-eyed mother 
of Lakshmana. made sonless and husbandless, will soon meet 
with her death!” If Charvaka, tho mendicant devotee who 
is a master of speech, learns everything, that blessed ,man 
will certainly avenge my death !” By dying upon the sacred 
field of Samanfeapanchaka, celebrated over the three worlds, 
I shall certainly obtain many eternal regions!** — Then, O 
sire, thousands of men, with eyes full of tears, fled away in 
all directions, having heard thesd lamentations of 'the king.^* 
The whole Earth, with her forests and^seas, with all* her 
mobile , and immabile crea'iures, began to tremble violently, 
produce a loud fioise. All the points of the compass 
|>ecai](ve marky,” The messenger?, repairing to Drona*s sou, 
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represented to hiin:j>aU that had happened regarding the 
conduct of the mace^encounter and the fall of the king.'** 
Having represented everything unto Drona’s son, O Bharata, 
aK of them remained in a thoughtful mood for a long 
while and* then went away, grief-stricken, to® the places they 
came from.’ 


Section LXVi 

“Sanja^a said, — 'Having heard of Duryodhana’s fall from 
the messengers, those mighty car-warriors, viz., the unslain 
remnant of the Kaurava army,* exceedingly wounded with 
keen shafts, and maces and lances and darts, — those three, 
viz., Aawatthaman and Kripa and Kritavarman of the Sat- 
wata rj\ce,* came quickly on their fleet steeds to the field of 
Battle. "They beheld there the high-souled son of Dhritarash- 
tra prostrate on the ground*' like a gigantic ^dla tree laid 
low in the forest by a tempest. They beheld him writhing on 
the bare ground and covered with bloood* even like a mighty 
elephant in the forest laid low by a hunter. They saw him 
weltering in agony and bathed in profuse streams of blood.* 
Indeed, they saw him lying on the ground like the Suii 
dropped on the Earth or like the Ocean dried by a mighty 
wind,* or like the full Moon in the firmament with his disc 
shrouded by a fog. Equal to an jlephant in prowess and 
possessed of long arms, .the king lay on the Earth, covered 
with dust.* Around him were many terrible creatures and 
carnivorous animals, like wealth-coveting dependents around 
a monarch in state.* His forehead was contracted into fur- 
rows of race and his eyes were rolling in wrath. They beheld 
the king, that tiger among men, full of rage, like a tiger 
struok^down (by hunters).® Those great bow'-men, viz., Kripa 
and others, beholding the monarch laid low on the Earth, 
became stupified.*® Alighting from their cars, they ran to- 
; Wards the k|ng. Seeing Duryodhana, all ot them sat on the* 
Earth ground him.** Then Urena’s son, 0 monarchy with 
tearful eyes and bTeathing like a snake, said these words unto 
that chiof of JSharatas race, that foremost of al] the king? 
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on Earth — Truly, there is nothing stajtfo in the world of 
men, since thou, O tiger among men, liest on the bare Earth, 
stained with dust !‘* Thou wert a king who liad laid thy 
commands on the whole Earth! Why then, 0 foremost «of 
monarchs, dost t^hou lie alone on the bare ground in such a 
lonely wildomess ?** I do not see Dus^asana beside thee, 
^nor the groat car-warrior Kama, nor those friends of thine 
numbering in hundreds ! What is this, 0 bull among men ?** 
Without doubt, it is difficult to learn the ways of Yama, 
since thou, 0 lord of all the worlds, thus liest on*, the bare 
ground, stained with dust !‘* Alas, this scorcher of foes used 
to walk at the head of all Kshatriyas that had their locks 
sprinkled with holy water at ceremonies of coronation ! Alas, 
he now eabeth the dust! Behold the reverses that. Time 
bringeth on its course Where is that pure white Ujnbrella 
of thine ? Where is that fanning yak-tail also, 0 king®! 
Where hath that vast army of thine now gone, 0 best of 
monarchs The course of events is certainly a mystery 
when causes other than those relied upon are at book, since 
even thou that wert the master of the world hast been 
reduced to this plight !” Without doubt, the prosperity of 
all mortals is very unstable, since thou that wert equal unto 
Cakra himself hast now been reduced to such a sorry plight !*® 
— Hearing these words of the sorrowing A^watthaman, 
son answered him in these words that were suited to the 
occasion.*^ He wiped his eyes with his hands and shed tears 
of grief anew. The king then addressed all those heroes head- 
ed by Kripa and said,** — This liability to death (of all living 
creatures) is said to have been ordained by the Creator himself. 
Death comes to all beings in course of Time !** That death 
hath now come to me, before the eyes of ye all ! I who reigned 
over the whole Earth have now been reduced to this plight I*'* 
By good luck, I never turned back from battle whatejver 
calamities overtook me ! By good luck, I have been slain by 
^hose sinful men, by the aid particularly o& deception 1** .By 
good luck, while engaged hostilities, I always displayed 
courage and perseverance ! By good luck, I %m slain in battle. 
along>.:ltb ^ kinsmen and friends By good luck, I 
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behold you escaped witfr life' from this great slaughter, and 
safe and souhd ! This is highly agreeable to me!*’ Do not, 
from affection, grieve for n-y death I If the Vedas are any 
authority, I have certainly acquired many eternal regions I** I 
am not ignorant of the glory of Krishna of immeasurable energy. 
Ho hath not caused me to fall off from the proper observance 
of Kshatriya duties !** I have obtained him ! , On no account 
should any body grieve for me ! Ye have done what persons 
like ye should do 1 Ye have always striven fur my success. 
Destiny, however, is incapable of being frustrated — Hav- 
ing said this much, the king, with eyes laved with tears, 
became silent, 0 monarch, agitated as he was with agony.** 
Beholding the king in tears and grief, Dronas son flamed up 
in anger like the fire that is seen at the universal destruc-' 
tion.** Overwhelmed with rage, he squeezed his hands, 
and Addressing the king in a voice hoarse with tears, he 
said these words :** — My sire was slain by those wretches 
with a cruel contrivance ■ That act, however, doth not 
burn me so keenly as this plight to which thou hast been 
reduced, 0 king!*^ Listen to these words of mine that I 
.utter, swearing by Truth itself, O lord, and by all my acts of 
piety, all my gifts, my religion, and the religious merits I 
have won!” I shall today, in the very presence of Vasu- 
deva, despatch all the Panchalas, by all means in my power, 
to the abode of Yama I It behove th thee, 0 monarch, to 
grant me permission !** — Hearing these words of Drona’s son, 
that were highly agreeable to his heart, the Kuril king ad- 
dressed Kripa, saying, — 0 preceptor, bring me without delay 
pot full of water — At these words of the king, that 
foremost of Brahmanas soon brought a vessel full of water 
and approached the king.** Thy son then, O monarch, said 
Unto Kripa,— -Let the son of Drona, O foremost of Brah- 
manas, blessed be thou, if thou wishest to do me good, be at 
my command installed as generalissimo !** command 

the king, even a Brahmana u>ay figh*j, especially one that) 
has adopted Kshatriya practice.s ! Those learned in the scrip- 
tures say this !*®~Hearing these words of the king, Kripa, 
the son of Caradwat, instaFled Drona*s son as generalissimo, 
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at the king’s command!** The instalT^tiion over, 0 monarch, 
A5watthaman embraced that best of kings and left the ■ spot, 
having caused the ten points to • resound with bis leonine 
roars.” ^ That foremost of kings, viz., Duryodhana, profusely 
covered with blood, began to pass there that night so fright- 
ful to all creatures.** Wending away quickly from the field 
of battle, O king, those heroes, with hearts agitated by grief, 
began to reflect anxiously and earnestly.’ ”** 
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THE MAHABHARATA 


SAUPTIKA PARVA. 


Section I. 

Having bonded down unto Ndrdyana, and Nara tlie most 
txalted of male beings, and unto the goddess Saraswatit 
'must the word Java be uttered ! 

“Sanjaya said, — ‘ Those heroes then together proceeded to- 
wards Ahe south. At the hour of sunset they reached a spot 
near the (Kuru) encampment.* Letting their animals loose, 
they became very much frightened. Reaching then a forest, 
they secretly entered it.* They took up their quarters there 
at no great distance from the encampment. Cut and mangled 
with many keen weapons, they breathed long and hot sighs, 
thinking of the Pandavas.* Hearing the loud noise made 
by the victorious Pandavas, they feared a pursuit and there- 
fore fled towards the east.* Having proceeded for sometime, 
their animals became tired and they thems dves became thirsty. 
Overpowered by wrath and vindictiveness, those great bow- 
men could not put up with what had occurred, burning as they 
did with (grief at) the slaughter of the king. They, however, 
oiook rest for a while.* 

“Dhritarashtra said, — ‘The feat, 0 Sanjaya, that Bhimaf 
achieved seems to be incredible, since my son who was struck 
down possessed the strength of ten thousand elephants.* la 
manhood’s prime and possessed of an adamantine frame, ha 
"^as not capable of being slain by any creature ! Alas, even 
that son of mine was struck down by the Pandavas in battle 1 
Without doubt, 0 Sanjaya, my heart is made of adamant, 
since it breaks not into a thousand fragments even after hear- 
ing of the slaughter of my hundred sons ! Alas, what will bo 
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I.he plight of myself and my spouse, an old coupie destitute of 
children ! I dare riot dwell in the dominions of Pandu’s §on !’***• 
Having been the sire of a king and a king myself,' 0 Sanjaya, 
how shall I pass my days as a slave obedient to the commands 
of Pandii s sou 1“ Having laid my commands over the whole 
Earth and having staid over the heads of all, O Sanjaya, how 
shall I live now as a slave in wretchedness How shall I be 
able, O Sanjaya, to endure the words of Bhima who hath, 
single-handed, slain a fall hundred sons of mine ?** The words 
of the high-souled Vidura have come to be realtsed 1 Alas, my 
son, O Sanjaya, did not listen to those words !** What, how- 
ever, did Kritavarman and Kripa and Drona's son do after my 
son Duryodhana had been unfairly struck down?”'* 

“Sanjaya said, — “They had not proceeded far, O king, when 
they stopped, for they beheld a dense forest abounding with 
trees and creepers.'® Having rested for a little while, they 
entered that great forest, proceeding on their cars drawn by 
their excellent steeds whose thirst had been assuaged.'^ That 
forest abounded with diverse kinds of animals, and it teemed 
with various species of birds. And it was covered with many 
trees and creepers and was infested by numerous carnivorous 
creatures.'* Covered with many pieces of water and adorned 
with various kinds of flowers, it had many lakes overgrown 
with blue lotuses,'® Having entered that dense forest, they 
cast their eyes about and saw a gigantic banian with thou- 
sands of branches.*® Repairing to the shade of that banian 
those great car- warriors, 0 king, those foremost of men, sau 
that that was the biggest tree in that forest,*' Alightinp 
from their cars, and letting loose their animals, they cleanser 
themselves duly and said their evening prayers,** The Sui 
then reached the Asta mountains, and Night, the mother ol 
the universe, came.** The firmament, bespangled with planetJ 
and stars, shone like an ornamented piece of brocade and pre 
seated a highly agreeable spectacle,** Those creatures tba 
; walk the night began to hawl and utter their cries at wil 
while they that walk the day owned the influence of sleep.* 
Awful became the noise of the night- wandering animal' 
Ihe carnivdroua croatvirQa hecame full of gloe, and the 
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IS it deepened, became dreadful.** At that hour, filled witfi 
^rief and sorrow, Kritavarman and Kripa and Drona’s son 
3,11 sat down together,*^ Seated under that banian, they 
jegan to give expression to their sorrow in respect of that 
ery matter, viz., the destruction that had taken place of 
>oth the Kurus and the Pandavas.** Heavy with sleep, they 
laid themselves down on the bare earth. They had been ex- 
ceedingly tired and greatly mangled with shafts.** The two 
yreat car- warriors, Kripa and Kritavarman, succumbed to sleep. 
However deserjring of happiness and undeserving of misery, 
they then lay stretched on the bare ground.*® Indeed, O mon- 
irch, those two who had always slept on costly beds now slept, 
like helpless persons, on the bare ground, afflicted with toil 
ind grief. Drona’s son, however, O Bharata, yielding to the 
nfluence of wrath and revenge, could not sleep, but continued 
;o breathe like a snake.** Burning with' rage he could not 
jet a wink of slumber. That hero of mighty arms cast his 
jyes on every side of that terrible forest.** As he surveyed 
;hat forest peopled with diverse kinds of creatures, the great 
yarrior beheld a large banian covered with crows.** On that 
)anian thousands of crows roosted in the night. Each porch- 
ng separately from its neighbour, those crows slept at ease, 
3 Kauravya !** As, however, those birds were sleeping 
iccurely on every side, A9watthaman beheld an owl of terri- 
ile aspect suddenly make its appearance t icre.** Of frightful 
Ties and gigantic body, with green eyes and tawny plumage, 
ts nose was very large and its talons were long. And 
ic' speed with which it came resembled that of Garuda.*^ 
/ttering soft cries, that winged ci*oature, O Bharata, secretly 
pproached the branches of that banian.** That ranger of 
ho sky, that slayer of crows, alighting on one of the branches 
f the banian, slow a largo number of his sleeping enemies.** 
le tore the wings of some and cut off the heads of others 
^ith his sharp talons and broke the legs of many. Endued 
rith great strength, he slew many that fell down before his 
yes,'*® With the limbs and bodies, O monarch, of the slain 
rows, the ground covered by the spreading branches of the 
^man beearae thickly strewn on every ;side.^^ Having .'^laiu 
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those crows, the owl became filled with delight like a slayer o 
foes after having behaved towards his foes according^ to hij 
pleasure.^* Beholding that highly suggestive deed perpetrated 
in the night by the owl, Drona’s son began to reflect on it, 
desirous of framing his own conduct by the light of that exani' 
pie.** He said unto himself, — This owl teaches me a lesson h 
battle. Bent as I am upon the destruction of the foe, the tim? 
for the deed has come !** The victorious Pandavas are incapa- 
ble of being slain by me ! They are possessed of might, endued 
with perseverance, sure of aim, and skilled in smiting,** In 
the presence, however, of the king I have vowed to slay 
them. I have thus pledged myself to a self-destructive act 
like an insect essaying to rush into a blazing fire !** If I were 
to fight fairly with them, I shall, without doubt, have to lay 
down my life 1 By an act of guile, however, success may yet 
be mine and a great destruction may overtake my c foes!*’ 
People generally, as also those versed in the scriptures, always 
applaud those means which are certain over those whicl 
are uncertain.** Whatever of censure and evil repute this 
act may provoke ought to be incurred by a person that is 
observant of Kshatriya practices.*® The Pandavas of un- 
cleansed souls have, at every step, perpetrated very ugly and 
censurable acts that are again full of guile.** As regards this 
matter, certain ancient verses, full of truth, are heard, sunj 
by truth-seeing and righteousness-observing persons, who sang 
them after a careful consideration of the demands of juBtice." 
Those verses are even these : — The enemy 8 .force^ even when 
fatigued, or wounded with weapons, or employed in eatiiid^ 
or when retiring, or when resting within their camp, shouiii 
he smitten.*^ They should be dealt with in the same way whe^'^ 
ufflicted with sleep at dead of night, or when reft of com 
manders, or when broken, or when under the impressio7i of 
error}* — Having reflected in this way, the valiant son of Broua 
formed the resolution of slaying during the night the slumber 
'iiig Pliiidavas and the Panchalas.** Having formed this wicke( 
resolution and pledged himself repeatedly to its execution, hi 
awoke both his maternal uncle and the chief of the Bhojas. 
Awakened sleep, those two illustrious and 
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persons, viz., Kripa and the Bhoja chief, heard Atjwatthaman's 
scheme. Filled with shame, both of them abstained from 
giving a suitable reply.” Having reflected for a short while, 
A<jwatthaman said with tearful eyes, — King Duryodhana, that 
one hero 'of great might, for whose sake we were waging hosti- 
lities with the Pandavas, hath been slain ! Deserted ar^d 
alone, though he was the lord of eleven Akahauhinis of 
troops, that hero of unstained prowess hath been struck down 
by Bhimasena and a large number of wretches banded to- 
gether in^battle !”“•* Another wicked act hath been perpetrated 
by the vile Vrikodara, for the latter hath touched with his 
foot the head of a person whose coronal locks underwent the 
sacred bath 1” The Panchalas are uttering loud roars and 
cries and indulging in loud bursts of laughter. Filled with 
joy, they are blowing their conchs and beating their drums 
The loud peal of their instruments, mingled with the blare of 
conchs, is frightful to the ear, and borne by the winds, is 
filling all the points of the compass.*^ Loud also is the din 
made by their neighing steeds and grunting elephants and 
roaring warriors !” That deafening noise made by the rejoic- 
ing warriors as they are marching to their quarters, as also 
the frightful clatter of their car- wheels, comes to us from the 
east.” So great hath been the havoc made by the Pandavas 
on the Dhartarashtras that we three are the only survivors of 
that great carnage 1” Some were eitdued with the might of a 
hundred elephants, and some were masters of all weapons, ^et 
have they been slain by the sons of Pandu 1 I regard this to 
be an instance of the reverses brought about by Time 1 
Truly, this is the end to which such acts leads ! Truly, al- 
though the Pandavas have achieved such difficult feats, even 
. this should bo the result of those feats 1”* If your wisdom hath 
not been driven away by stupefaction, then say what is proper 
for us to do in view of this calamitous and grave affair ! 


♦ A^atthftman seems to justify his own cruel purpose by regarding 
; it as a juit cpnaequence of the dreadful slaughter made by the P&nda- 

vas. The verse seems to be obscurei— T. 


Section II. 


‘Kripa said,— We have heard all that thou hast .said/O 
puissant one I Listen, however, to a few words of mine, 0 
mighty-armed one ! All men are subjected to and governed by 
these two forces, viz., Destiny and Exertion. There is nothing 
higher than these two.** Our acts do not become successful 
in consequence of destiny alone, nor of exertion alone, 0 beat 
of men ! Success springs from the union of the two,* All 
purposes, high and low, are dependent on a union of ^those two. 
In the whole world, it is through these two that men are 
seen to act as also to abstain,*f What result is produced 
by the clouds pouring upon a mountain ? What results are 
not produced by them pouring upon a cultivated field ?* Exer- 
tion, where destiny is not auspicious, and absence of exertion 
where destiny is auspicious, both these are fruitless !. What I 
have said before (about the union of the two) is the truth.*+ If 
the rains properly moisten a well-tilled soil, the seed produces 
great results. Human success is of this nature.*^ Sometimes, 
destiny, having settled a course of events, acts of itself (without 
waiting for exertion). For all that, the wise, aided by .skill, 
have recourse to exertion.* All the purposes of human acts, 
0 bull among men, are accomplished by the aid of those two 
together. Influenced by these two, men are seen to strive or 
obstain.* Recourse may be had to exertion. But exertion 
succeeds through destiny. It is in consequence also of destiny 
that one who sets himself to work, depending on exertion, 
attains to success.*® The exertion, however, of even a com- 

* Nilakantha seems to suppose that there is a distinctoin betweeir the 
d and ni in the words dbadhds and nibadhas. The distinction, however, 
that he makes, is more fanciful than real.—T. 

f I do not accept Nilakantha^s gloss of the second line of ver8e.4. 
What Kripa wishes to inculcate is that both action and inaction (succeao 
and failure) spring from these two, viz., destiny and exertion. If there 
is exertion, and destiny be auspicious, there is success. If there is no 
exertion, even though destiny be auspicious, or if there is exertion but 
inauspicious Destiny to contend with, success cannot be achieved.— T. 

t I prefer fclie reading Vuhdnanchdpyadaiifasy’d* I, therefore, reject 
blilakantha’s gloss.*— T. 
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potent man, even when well-directed, is, without the concur- 
rence of destiny, seen in the world to be unproductive of 
fruit/* • Those, therefore, among men, that are idle and 
without intelligence, disapprove of exertion. This, however, 
is not the opinion of the wise.** Generally, an act per- 
formed is not seen to be unproductive of fruit in the world. 
The absence of action, again, is seen to be productive of 
grave misery.** A person obtaining something of itself 
without having made any efforts, as also one not obtaining 
anything «vea after exertion, is not be seen.** One who is 
busy in action is capable of supporting life. He, on the other 
hand, that is idle, never obtains happiness. In this world of 
men it is generally seen that they that are addicted to action 
are always inspired by the desire of earning good.*** If one 
devoted to action succeeds in gaining his object or fails to 
Ckbtain the fruit of his acts, he does not become censurable in 
any respect.** If any one in the world is seen to luxuriously 
enjoy the fruits of action without doing any action, he is 
generally seen to incur ridicule and become an object of 
hatred.*^ He who, disregarding this rule about action, liveth 
other wise, is said to do an injury to himself. This is the 
opinion of those that are endued with intelligence.** Efforts 
become unproductive of fruits in consequence of these two 
reasons, viz., destiny without exertion and exertion without 
destiny.** Without exertion, no ac> in this world becomes 
successful. Devoted to action and endued with * skill, that 
person, however, who, having bowed down to the gods, seeks, 
the accomplishment of his objects, is never lost.*® The same 
is the case with one who, desirous of success, properly waits 
lipon the aged, asks of them what is for his good, and obeys 
their beneficial counsels.** Men approved by the old should 
always be solicited for counsel while one has recourse to 
exertion. These men are the infalliable root of means and 
success is dQpendent on means.** He who applies his efforts 

♦ 1. e.| such a person is never overcome with despair and misan- 
thropy.— T, . 

+ /. ^ , enjoys the fruits of action without himself actins.-T. 



8 


MitHABHARATir 


after listening to the words of the old, soon reaps abundant 
fruits from those efforts,** That man who, without reverence 
and respect for others (capable of giving him good counsel), 
seeks the accomplishment of his purposes, moved by passion, 
anger, fear, and avarice, soon loses his prosperity,** This 
Duryodhana, stained by covetousness and bereft of foresight, 
had, without taking counsel, foolishly commenced to seek 
the accomplishment of an undigested project.** Disregard- 
ing all his well-wishers and taking counsel with only the 
wicked, he had, though dissuaded, waged hostilities with 
the Pandavas who are his superiors in all good qualities.** 
He had, from the beginning, been very wicked. He could not 
restrain himself. He did not do the bidding of friends. For 
all that, he is now burning in grief amid calamity.*^ As re- 
gards ourselves, since we have followed that sinful wretch, 
this great calamity hath, therefore, overtaken us!** This 
great calamity has scorched my understanding. Plunged in 
reflection, I fail to see what is for our good !** A man that is 
stupifled himself should ask counsel of his friends. In such 
friends he hath his understanding, his humility, and his 
prosperity.*® One’s actions should have their root in them.* 
That should be done which intelligent friends, having settled 
by their understanding, should counsel,*' Let us, therefore, 
repair to Dhritarashtra and Gandhari and the high-souled 
Vidura and ask them as what we should do.** Asked by u.s, 
they will say what, after all this, is for our good. We should 
do what they say. Even this is my certain resolution.** Those 
men whose acts do not succeed even after the application of 
exertion, should, without doubt, be regarded as afflicted by 
destiny. — ’ 


Section HI. 

‘‘Sanjaya said, — Hearing these words of Kripa that were 
auspidoiis and fraught with morality and profit, A^wattha- 
man, 0 monarch, became overwhelmed with sorrow and grief.* 

* /. e.f one shoald act iu the way directed by them,— T. 
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Burning with grief as if with a blazing fire, he formed a 
wick^ resolution and then addressed them both, saying,®-— 
The faculty of understanding is different in different mem 
Each man, however, is pleased with his own understanding • 
Every man regards himself more intelligent than others. 
Every one respects his own understanding and accords it great 
praise* Every one s own wisdom is with every one a subject 
of praise. Every one speaks ill of the wisdom of others, and 
well of his own, in all instances.* Men whose judgments 
agree with respect to any unattained object even though there 
bo a variety of considerations, become gratified with and 
applaud one another.* The judgments, again, of the same 
men, overwhelmed with reverses through the influence of time, 
become opposed to one another.’^ More particularly, in conse- 
quence of the diversity of human intellects, judgments neces-» 
sarify differ when intellects are clouded.® As a skilful physi- 
cian, having duly diagnosed a disease, prescribes a medicine by 
tko application of his intelligence for effecting a cure,® even so 
men, for the accomplishment of their acts, use their intelligence, 
aided by their own wisdom. What they do is again disap- 
proved by others.*® A man, in youth, is affected by one kind 
of understanding. In middle age, the same does not prevail 
with him, and in the period of decay, a different kind of 
understanding becomes agreeable to him.’* When fallen into 
terrible distress or when visited by great prosperity, the under- 
standing of a person, 0 chief of the Bhojas, is seen to be 
much afflicted.** In one and the same person, through wanti 
of wisdom, the understanding becomes different at differenk 
times. That understanding which at one time is acceptable be- 
comes the reverse of that at another time.*® Having resolved, 
however, according to one’s wisdom, that resolution which 
is excellent should be endeavoured to be accomplished. Such 
resolution, therefore, should force him to put forth exertion,** 
All persons, 0 chief of the Bhojas, joyfully begin to act, 
even in respet of enterprises that lead to death, in the 
belief that- those enterprises are achievable by them,** All 
Kieh, relying 6n their own judgments and wisdom, endeavour 
accomplish diverse purposes, knowing them to be bene- 

2 
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ficial.'* The resolution that has possessed my mind today 
in consequence of our great calamity, as something that is 
capable of despelling my grief, I will now disclose unto both of 
you.” The Creator, having formed his creatures, assigned 
unto each his occupation. As regards the different orders, he 
gave unto each a portion of excellence.'* Unto Brahmanas 
he assigned that foremost of all things, viz., the Veda, Unto 
the Kshatriya he assigned superior energy. Unto the Vai(jya 
he gave skill, and unto the Gudra he gave the duty of serving 
the three other classes.” Hence, a Brahmana without self- 
restraint is censurable.* A Kshatriya without energy is base. 
A Vai(;ya without skill is worthy of dispraise, as also a 
Gudra who is bereft of humility (to the other orders).’® I am 
born in an adorable and high family of Brahmanas. Through 
ill-luck, however, I am wedded to Kshatriya practices.*' If, 
Conversant as I am with Kshatriya duties, I adopt now 'the 
duties of a Brahmana and achieve a high object (viz., the 
pacification of self under such injuries), that course would not 
be consistent with nobleness.” I hold an excellent bow and 
excellent weapons in battle. If I do not avenge the slaughter 
of my sire, how shall I open my mouth in the midst of 
-men ?’* Paying regard to Kshatriya duties, therefore, without 
hesitation, I shall today walk in the step.s of my high-souled 
sire and the king !’* The Panchillaa, elated with victory, will 
trustfully sleep tonight, having put off their armour and in 
great glee, and filled with happine-ss at the thought of the 
victory they have won, and spent with toil and exertion.** 
While sleeping at their ease duing the night within their 
own camp, I shall make a great and terrible assault upon 
their camp.” Like Maghavat skying the Ddnavas, I shall, 
attacking them while senseless and dead in sleep in their 
camp, slay them all, pnting forth my prowess!** Lika a 
blazing fire consuming a heap of dry grass, I shall slay all of 
them assembled in one place with their leader Dhrishta- 
dyiSmna ! Having slain the Panchalas, I shall obtain pea<?e of 
mind, 0 best of men !** While engaged in the act of slaughter, 

* For the highest end of the is to inculcate self-restraint,— T. ' 
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I shall career In their midst like the wielder of Pindka\ 
Tiz., Kudra himself, in rage among living creatures !“® Having 
cut off and slain all the Panchalas today, I shall then, in joy-, 
afflict the’sons of Pandu in battle !*® Taking their lives one 
after another and causing the Earth to be strewn with the 
bodies of all the Panchalas, I shall pay off the debt I owe to 
my sire I shall today make the Panchalas follow in the 
wake, hard to tread, of Duryodhana and Kama and Bhishma 
and the ruler of the Sindlius P* Putting forth my might, I 
shall tonight grind the head, like that of any animal, of 
Dhrishtadyirtnna the king of the Panchalas I shall tonight, 
0 son of Gotama, cut off with my sharp sword, in battle, the 
sleeping sons of the Panchrilas and the Paiidavas Having 
exterminated the Panchala army tonight while sunk in sleep, I 
shall, 0 thou of great intelligence, obtain great happiness 
and regard myself to have done my duty ! — ’ 


Section 

“'Kripa said, — By good luck, 0 thou of unfading glory, 
thy heart is set today on vengeance ! The wielder of the 
thunder himself will not succeed in dissuading thee today 1' 
Both of us, however, shall accompany thee in the morning. 
Putting off thy armour and taking down thy standard, take 
rest for this night !* I shall accompany thee, as also Krita^ 
varman of the Siitwata race, clad in mail and riding on our 
cars, while thou shalt proceed agai.^st the foe'> United 
with ourselves, thou shalt slay the foe, viz., the Panchalas 
with all their followers, tomorrow in press of battle, putting 
forth thy prowess, 0 foremost of car* warriors !* If thou pat- 
test forth thy prowess, thou art quite competent to achieve 
that feat ! Take rest, therefore, for this night. Thou hast kept 
thyself awake for many a night.* Having rested and slept, 
and having become quite refreshed, 0 giver of honors, en- 
counter the foe in battle ! Thou shalt then slay the enemy, 
without doubt 1* No one, not even Vasava amongst the gods, 
would ventture to vanquish thee armed with foremost of weap- 
ons, 0 first nf car- warriors IV Who is there that would, even 
if he be the chief of the gods himself, fight Drona’s son when 
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the latfcer proceeds, accompanied by Kripa and protected by 
Kritavarman ?• Therefore, having rested and slept this night, 
and shaken off fatigue, we shall slay the foe tomorrow morn- 
ing !* Thou art a master of celestial weapons. I also am 
BO, without doubt. This hero of Satwata*s race is a mighty 
bowman, always skilled in battle.*® Ail of us, uniting to- 
gether, 0 son, shall succeed in slaying our assembled foes in 
battle by putting forth our might. Great shall be our happi- 
ness then ! Dispelling thy anxieties, rest for this night and 
sleep happily !*‘ Myself and Kritavarman, both armed with 
bows and capable of scorching our enemies, will, clad in mail, 
follow thee, O best of men, while thou shalt proceed on thy 
car against the enemy !** Proceeding to their camp, and 
proclaiming thy name in battle, thou shalt then make a great 
slaughter of the foe !** Tomorrow morning, in broad day- 
light, having caused a great. slaughter among them thou shalt 
sport like Cakra after the slaughter of great Asnras P* Thou 
art quite competent to vanquish the army of the Panchalas in 
battle, like the slayer of the Danavas in vanquishing in rage 
ihe DSnam host !*• United with myself in battle and pro- 
tected by Kritavarman, thou art incapable of being withstood 
by the the wielder of the thunder-bolt himself !*‘ Neither I, 
O son, nor Kritavarman, will ever retreat from battle without 
having vanquished the Pandus !*’' Having slain the angry 
Panchsiflas along with the Pandavas, we shall come away, or 
slain by them, we shall proceed to heaven !*• By every means 
in our poAver, we two shall render thee assistance in battle 
tomorrow morning ! 0 thou of mighty-arms, I tell thee the 
truth, O sinless one !*® — Addressed in these beneficial words by 
his maternal uncle, the son of Drona, with eyes red in rage, 
answered his uncle, 0 king, saying,*® — Where can a person 
that is afflicted, or one that is under the influence of rage, or 
one whose heart is always engaged in revolving projects for 
the acquisition of wealth, or one that is under the power of 
lust, obtain sleep ?** Behold, all these four causes are present 
in case ! Any one of these, singly would destroy sleep 
How great is the grief of that person whose heart is always 
ifainking ipf the slaughter of bis sire ! My heart is now burn> 
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inp day and night ! I fail to obtain peace The way in which 
my sire in particular was slain by those sinful wretches hath 
been witnesed by you all. The thought of that slaughter is 
catting all my vitals !** How could a person like me live for 
even a moment after hearing the Panchalas say that they have 
slain my father ?•• I cannot bear the thought of supporting life 
without having slain Dhrishtadyumna in battle ! In conse- 
quence of the slaughter of my father, he hath become slayable 
by me, as also all with whom he is united !*• Who is there 
so hard-hearted that would not burn after having heard the 
lamentations that I have heard of the king lying with broken 
thighs ?*^ Who is there so destitute of compassion whose eyes 
would not be filled with tears after hearing such words uttered 
by the king with broken thighs They whose side was 

adopted by me have been vanquished. The thought of this 
enhances my sorrow as a rush of waters enhances the sea.** 
Protected as they are by Vasndeva and Arjuna, I regard them, 
0 uncle, to be irresistible by the great Indra himself ?*“ I 
am unable to restrain this rising wrath in my heart. I do 
not behold the man in this world that can assuage this wrath 
of mine The messengers informed me of the defeat of my 
friends and the victory of the Pandavas. That is burning my 
heart 1** Having, however, caused a slaughter of my enemies 
during their sleep, I shall then take rest and shall then sleep 
without anxiety ! — ’ 


Section V. 

** ‘Kripa said, — A person who is bereft of intelligence and 
who hath not his passions under control, cannot, even if he waits 
dutifully upon his superiors, understand all the considerations 
of morality. This is my opinion.^ Similarly, an intelligent 
person, who docs not practice humility, fails to understand the 
settled conclusions of morality.* A brave man, if bereft of 
understanding, by waiting all his life upon a learned person, 
fails to knqw his (duties like a wooden laddie unable to taste 
the juicy soup (in which it may lie immersed).* The wise man, 
however, by waiting upon a learned person for even a moment, 
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succeeds in knowing his duties like the tongue tasting the 
juicy soup (as soon as it comes into contact with the latter).^ 
That person who is endued with intelligence, who waits upon 
his superiors, and who has his passions under control, suc- 
ceeds in knowing all the rules of morality and never disputes 
with what is accepted by all.® An ungovernable, irreverent, 
and sinful person of wicked soul, perpetrates sin in seeking 
his welbeing by disregarding destiny.® Well-wishers seek 
to restrain a friend from sin. He who suffers himself to 
be dissuaded, succeeds in winning prosperity. He that docs 
otherwise, reaps misery,^ As a person of disordered brains is 
restrained by soothing words, even so should a friend be res- 
trained by well-wishers. He that suffers himself to be so res- 
trained, never becomes a prey to misery.® When a wise friend 
is about to perpetrate a wicked act, well-wishers possessed of 
wisdom repeatedly and according to the extent of their power 
endeavour to restrain him.® Setting thy heart on whaf is 
truly beneficial, and restraining thyself by thy own self, do my 
bidding, 0 son, so that thou mayst not have to repent after- 
wards In this world, the slaughter of sleeping persons is 
not applauded, agreeably to the dictates of religion. The same 
is the case with persons that have laid down their arms and 
come down from cars and steeds.* ‘ They also are unslay ablo 
who say — we are thine ! — and they that surrender themselves, 
and they whose locks are dishevelled, and they wIiOkSc animals 
have been killed under them or whose cars have been broken !*® 
All the Panchalas will sleep tonight, 0 lord, divesting them- 
selves of armour. Trustfully sunk in sleep, they will be like 
dead men.** That crooked-minded man who would wage hosti- 
lity with them then, it is evident, would sink in deep and 
limitless hell without a raft to save himself.** In this world 
thou art celebrated as the foremost of all persons convA’sant 
with weapons. Thou hast not as yet committed even a minute 
tresspass.*® When the sun rises next morning and light shall 
discover all things, thyself, like a second sun in effulgence, 
wilt conquer the foe in battle !*• This censurable deed,* so 
impossible in one like thee, will look like a red spot on a white 
beet. Even this is my opinion,--^*’^ 
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' 'AQwatthaman said, — Without doubt, it is even so, 0 
tiaaternal uncle, as thou sayest ! The Pandavas, however, have 
before this, broken the bridge of righteousness into a hundred 
fragments In the very sight of all the kings, before thy 
eyes also, nrjy sire, after he had laid down his weapons, was 
slain by Dhrishtadyumna Kama also, that foremost of 
car-warriors, after the wheel of his car had sunk and he had 
been plunged into great distress, Was slain by the wielder of 
Omdiva Similarly Cantanu’s son Bhishma, after he had 
laid aside his weapons and become disarmed, was slain by 
Arjuna with Cikhandin placed in his van 1** So also, the 
mighty bowman Bhurigravas, while observant of the Prdya 
vow on the field of battle, was slain by Yuyudhana in total 
disregard of the cries of all the kings !** Duryodhana too, 
having encountered Bhirna in battle with the mace, hath been 
slain unrighteously by the former in the very sight of all the 
lords of Earth The king was all alone in the midst of a 
large number of mighty car-warriors standing around him. 
Under such circumstances was that tiger among men slain by 
Bhimasena Those lamentations that I have heard, of the 
king lying prostrate on the Earth with his thighs broken, 
from the messengers circulating the news, are cutting the 
very core of rny heart I*® The unrighteous and sinful Pan- 
clialas, who have broken d >wii the barrier of virtue, are even 
such ! Why do you uot censure them v lio have transgressed 
all considerations?*® Having slain the Panchalas, those 
slayers of my sire, in the night when they are buried in sleep, 
I care not if I am born a worm or a winged insect in my 
next life That which I have resolved is hurrying me to- 
wards its accomplishment, Hurried as I am by it, how can I 
have sleep and happiness That man is not yet born in the 
world, nor will Jbe, who will succeed in bafHing this resolultion 
that I have formed for their destruction ! — 

“Sanjaya continued, — ‘Having said these words, O mon- 
arch, the valiant son of Drona yoked his steeds to his car 
«^t a corner and set out towards the direction of his enemies.*® 
Then Bhoja and CaradwaPs son, those high-souled persons, ad- 
dressed him, saying,— Why dost thou yoke the steeds* to thy 
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car? Upon what business art thou bent?*‘ We are deter- 
mined to accompany thee tomorrow, 0 bull among men ! •We 
sympathise with thee in weal and woe ! It behoveth thee not 
to mistrust us !— ** Remembering the slaughter of his sire, 
A§watthaman in rage told them truly about the feat that he 
had resolved to accomplish.®® When my sire, having slain 
hundreds and thousands of warriors with keen shafts, had 
laid aside his weapons, he was then slain by Dhrishtadyumna 1®* 
I shall slay that slayer today in a similar condition, that is, 
when he will have laid aside his armour 1 The sinful son of 
the king of the Panchalas I shall today slay by a sinful 
act!®® It is my resolve to slay like an animal that sinful 
prince of the Panchalas in such a way that he may not 
attain to regions earned by persons slain with weapons 1®* 
Put on your coats of mail without delay and take your bows 
and swords, and wait for me here, ye foremost of car-warriors 
and scorchers of foes 1®^ — Having said these words, A^wattha- 
man god upon his car and set out towards the direction of 
the enemy. Then Kripa, 0 king, and Kritavarman of the 
fciatwata race, both followed him.®* While the three proceeded 
against the enemy, they shone like three blazing fires in a 
sacrifice, fed with libations of clarified butter,®® They pro- 
ceeded, 0 lord, towards the camp of the Panchalas within 
which everybody was asleep. Having approached the gate, 
Drona s son, that mighty car-warrior, stopped.’ 


Section VI. 

‘•'Dhritarashtra said. — ‘Seeing Drona’s son stop at the gate of 
the encampment, what, 0 Sanjaya, did those two mighty car- 
warriors, viz., Kripa and Kritavarman, do ? Tell me this ! ^ 
“Sanjaya said, — ‘Inviting Kritavarman as also the mighty 
car- warrior Kripa, Drona’s son, filled with rage, approached 
the gate of the camp.* He there beheld a being of gigantic 
frame, capable of making the very hair to stand on end, and 
.possessed of the effulgence of the Sun or the Moon, guarding 
the entrance.* Rjurid his loins was a tiger-skin dripping with 
ftlood, wwi hi had a black deer for hie upper ga^ineBit, He had 
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'^for his sacred thread a large snake* His arms were long and 
massive and held many kinds of uplifted weapons. He had 
for his Angadas a largo snake wound round his upper arm. 
His mouth seemed to blaze with flames of fire.® His teeth 
made his fa.ce terrible to behold. His mouth was open and dread- 
fnl. His face was adorned with thrv.isands of beautiful eyes.® 
His body was incapable of being described, as also his attire. 
The very mountains,’ upon beholding him, would split into 
a thousand fragments.’^ Blazing flames of fire seemed to itssue 
from his mouth and nose and ears and all those thousands 
of eyes.® From those blazing flames hundreds and thousands 
of Hrishike^as issued armed with conchs and disci and maces.® 
Beholding that extraordinary being capable of inspiring the 
whole world with terror, Drona’s son, without feeling any 
agitation, covered him with showers of celestial weapons 
That being, however, devoured all those shafts shot by Drona's. 
8on.‘® Like the Vadavct fire devouring the waters of the 
ocean, that being devoured the shafts sped by the son of 
Drona.*‘ Beholding his arrowy showers prove fruitless, A(jwat- 
thaman hurled at him a long dart blazing like a flame of 
fire.^* That dart of blazing point, striking against that being, 
broke into pieces like a huge meteor at the end of the ynga* 
breaking aiid falling down from the firmament after striking 
against the SunJ® A^watthaman then, without losing a 
moment, drew from its sheath an c'icollont scimitar of the 
color of the sky and endued with.a g<.lvlen hilt. The scimitar 
came out like a blazing snake from its hole.’* The intelligent 
son of Drona then hurled that excellent scimitar at that being. 
The weapon, approaciring that being, disappeared within his 
body like a mungoose disappearing in its hole.*® Filled with 
rage, the son of Drona then hurled a blazing mace of the pro- 
portions of a pole set up in honor of Indra, The being devour- 
ed that mace, also,*® At last, when all his weapons were ex- 
haustod, Agwatthaman, casting his eyes around, beheld the 
whole firrOument densely crowded with images of Janarddana,*^ 
Drona’s son, divested of weapons, beholding that wonderful 
sight, recollected the words of Kripa, and turning with grief, 
said/®--*He that listens not to the beneficial words of advising 



mBASBABATA, 


m 

friends, is obliged to repent, being overwhelmed with calamity, 
even as my foolish self for having disregarded my two well- 
wishers !*’ That fool who, disregarding the way pointed out 
by the scriptures, seeketh to slay his enemies, falleth olf from 
the path of righteousness and is lost in the trackless, wilderness 
of sin.*® One should not cast weapons upon kine, Brahmanas, 
kings, women, friends, one’s own mother, one’s own preceptor, 
a weak man, an idiot, a blind man, a sleeping man, a terrified 
man, one just risen from sleep, an intoxicated person, a lunatic, 
and one that is heedless. The preceptors of old always inculcat- 
ed this truth to men.*'"** I have, however, by disregarding the 
eternal way pointed out by the scriptures, and by essaying to 
tread in a wrong path, fallen into terrible distress !** The 
wise have called that to be a terrible calamity when one falls 
back, through fear, from a great feat after having essayed to 
achieve it.** I am unable, by putting forth only my skill and 
might, to achieve that which I have vowed ! Human exertion 
is never regarded more efficacious than destiny.** If any 
human action that is commenced does not succeed through 
■destiny, the actor becomes like one who, falling off from the 
ipath of righteousness, is lost in the wilderness of sin.** The 
sages speak of defeat as foolishness when one having commenc- 
ed an act swerves from it through fear.** In consequence of 
the wickedness of my essay, this great calamity has come upon 
me, otherwise Drona’s son would never had been forced to hold 
back from battle.** This being, again, whom I see before me, 
is most wonderful 1 He stands there like the uplifted rod of 
■divine chastisement. Reflecting even deeply, I cannot recog- 
nise who this being is !*’ Without doubt, that being is the 
terrible fruit of this sinful determination of mine that I 
had essayed to achieve unrighteously. He standeth there for 
baffling that determination !** It seems, therefore, that in my 
case this falling off from fight had been ordained by destiny. 
It is not for me to exert for the accomplishment of this my 
purpose unless destiny becomes favorable !** I shall, therefore, 
at tbft hour, seek the protection of the puissant Mahadeva ! 
He will dispel this dreadful rod of divine chastisement uplifted 
before ate. !'* I will take the shelter of that go<^ that source of 
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everything beneficial, viz., the lord of Utna, otherwise called’ 
Kaparddin, decked with a garland of human skulls, thatplucker 
of Bhaga's eyes, called also Rudra and Hara !” In ascetic austeri^ 
ties and prowess, he far surpasses all the gods 1 I shall, there- 
fore, seek the protection of Giri 9 a armed- with trident ! — * 


Section VII. 

•‘Sanjaya said,— “The son of Drona, 0 monarch, having- 
reflected thus, descended from the terrace of his car and stoodj 
bending his head unto that supreme god.* And he said, — 
I seek the protection of Him called fierce, Sthanu, Civa, 
Rudra, Sarva, I^ana, lijwara, Qiri^a, of that boon-giving god^ 
who is the Creator and Lord of the universe ;• of Him whose 
throat is blue, who is without Birth, who is called Cakra, who 
destroyed the sacrifice of Daksha, and who is called Hara; 
of Him whose form is the universe, who hath three eyes, who 
is possessed of multifarious forms, and who is the lord of Uma;* 
of Him who resides in crematoriums, who swells with energy, 
who is the lord of diverse tribes of ghostly beings, and who is 
the possessor of undecaying prosperity and power ; of Him 
who wields the skajhtopped club, who is called Rudra, who 
bears matted locks on his head, and who is a Brahmachdrin !^' 
Purifying my soul that is so difficult to purify, and possess- 
ed as I am of small energy, I adora the Destroyer of the 
triple city, and offer myself as the victim !‘ Hymned thou 
hast been, deserving art thou of hymns, and I hymn to thy 
glory ! Thy purposes are never baffled I Thou art robed in 
skins ; thou hast red hair on thy head ; thou art blue-throated; 
thou art unbearable ; thou art irresistible !® Thou art pure ; 
thou art the Creator of Brahman ; -thou art Bramah ; thou art 
a Brahmachdrin ; thou art an observer of vows ; thou art de- 
voted to ascetic austerities ; thou art infinite ; thou art the 
refuge of all ascetics thou art multiform ; thou art the leader 
of diverse tribes of ghostly beings; thou art three-eyed; thou 
art fond of those beings called eomjpamom' ; thou art always 
seen by the Lord of treasures ; thou art dear to Gauri s heart ;• 
thou art the sire of Rumara ; thou art tawny ; thou bast for 
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ihy excellent bearer a bovine bull ; thou art robed in a subtile 
attire; thou art most fierce ; thou art eager to adorn TJrna;* 
thou art higher than all that is high ; thou art higher than 
everything ; there is nothing higher than thou ; thou art the 
wielder of weapons ; thou art immeasurable, and thou art the 
protector of all quarters thou art cased in golden armour; 
thou art divine thou hast the moon as an ornament on thy 
brow ! With concentrated attention, I seek thy protection, 0 
god !“ For success in getting over this dreadful distress that 
is so difficult to get over, I sacrifice unto thee, thb purest of 
the pure, offering for thy acceptance the (five) elements of 
which my budy is composed !'* — Knowing this to be his resolu- 
tion in consequence of his desire to accomplish his object, a 
golden altar appeared before the high-soulcd son of Drona.** 
Upon that altar, 0 king, appeared a blazing fire, filling all 
the points of the compass, cardinal and subsidiary, with 4ts 
splendour.’* Many mighty beings also, of blazing inoutl^s and 
eyes, of many feet, heads, and arms, adorned with A't^gadas 
set with gems, and with uplifted arms, and looking like ele- 
phants and mountains, appeared there. Their faces resembled 
those of hares and boars and camels and horses and jackals and 
cows,’**"^* and bears and cats and tigers and pards, and crows 
and apes and parrots.’^ And the faces of jome were like those 
of mighty snakes, and others had faces like those of ducks. 
And all of them W'ere endued with great effulgence. And the 
faces of some were like those of wood peckers and jays, 0 
Bharata,*® and of tortoises and alligators and porpoises and 
huge sharks and whales,’® and of lions and cranes and pigeons 
and elephants and shags.** Some had faces like those of ravens 
and hawks, some had cars on their hands; some had thousand 
eyes ; some had very large stomachs; and some had no flesh, 
0 Bharatal** And some, 0 king, had no heads, and some, 
0 Bharata, had faces like those of bears. The eyes of some 
like fire, and some had fiery complexions.** The hair on 
the heads and bodies of some were blazing, and some had 
four arms, and some, 0 king, had faces like those of sheep and 
goats.** The color of some was like that of couchs, and some 
M tliAt (^ouchs, nad the ears of some were 
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like conchs, and some wore garlands made of conchs, and the 
voices of some resembled the blare of conchs,** Some had 
iiialifced locks on their heads, and some had five tufts of hair, 
and some had heads that were bald. Some had lean stomachs ; 
some had four teeth, some had four tongues, some had ears 
straight as arrows, and some had diadems on their brows.** 
Some had strings of grass on their bodies, O monarch, and 
some had curly hair. Some had head-gears made of cloth, 
some had coronets, some had beautiful faces, and some were 
adorned with ornaments.** Some had ornaments made of 
lotuses, and some were decked with flowers. They numbered 
in hundreds and thousands.** Some were armed with patdghnis, 
some with thunder, and some had mushalas in their hands. 
Some had Bhu^xindis, some had nooses, and some had maces 
in their hands, 0 Bharata !** On the backs of some were 
sluif^g quivers containing excellent shafts, and all were fierce 
ill bat‘tle. Some had standards with banners and bells, and 
some were armed with battle-axes.** Some had large nooses 
ill their uplifted arms, and some had clubs and bludgeons. 
Some had stout posts in their hands, some had scimitars, and 
some had snakes with erect heads for their diadems.*® Some 
had large snakes (wound round their upper arms) ior Angadas, 
J^nd some had beautiful ornaments on their persons. Some 
were begrimmed with dust, some smutted with mire, and all 
were attired in white robes and white garments. The limbs 
of some were blue, while others had limbs that were tawny. 
And some there were that were beardless.*^ Those beings, 
called companions, possessed of golden complexions, and filled 
with joy, played upon drums and horns and cymbals and 
Jhavjkarm and Anakas and Gomakhasr* And some sang and 
some danced about uttering loud sounds, and some leapt for- 
ward and cut capers and jumped sideways.** Endued with 
great fleetness, they ran about most fiercely, the hair on their 
heads waving in the air, like huge elephants infuriate with 
passion and fre^juenfely uttering loud roars.*^ Terrible, and of 
frightful mien, and armed with lances and battle-axes, they 
Were attired in robes of diverse hues and decked with beautiful 
naj uDguontSf’^ Adorned with AngQdq9 decked with 
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gems, and with d^lifted arms, they were endued with great 
courage. Capable of forcibly slaying all foes, they. were 
irressistible in prowess.*’ Drinkers of blood and fat and other 
animal matter, they subsisted on the flesh and entrails of 
animals. Some had their locks tied in tall tufts above their 
heads. Some had single tufbs on their heads ; some had 
rings on their ears ; and some had stomachs resembling 
earthen vessels used for cooking.*^ Some were of very short 
statures, and some were very high in stature. Some were tall 
and very fierce. Some had grim features, some had long lips, 
and the genital limbs of some were very long.” Some had 
costly and diverse kinds of crowns upon their heads ; and 
some had bald heads, and tho heads of others were covered 
with matted locks. They secured capable of bringing down the 
firmament with the sun, moon, and stars, on Earth, and 
exterminating the four orders of created things.” They know 
not what it is to fear, and are capable of enduring the frowns 
of Hara.^® They always act as they like, and are the lords of 
the lord of the three worlds. Always engaged in merry sports, 
they are thorough masters of speech and are perfectly free from 
pride/^ Having obtained the eight kinds of divine attributes, 
they are never elated with pride. The divine Hara is always 
filled with wonder at their feats.” They are devout worship- 
pers of Mahadeva. Adored by them in thought, word, and 
deed, the great god protects those worshippers of his, looking 
upon them, in thought, word, and deed, as children of his own 
loins.” Filled with rage, they always drink the blood and fat 
'of all haters of Brahma, They always drink also the Soma 
juice endued with four kinds of taste.” Having adored the 
trident-bearing god with Vedic recitations, with Brahma- 
charya, with ascetic austerities, and with self-restraint, they 
have obtained the companionship of Bhava.** The divine 
Mahe9wara, that lord of the past, the present, and the future, 
as also Parvati, eat with those diverse tribes of mighty- 
beings that partake of their own nature.*’ Causing the universe 
to resound with the peal of diverse kinds of instruments, with 
noise of laughter, with loud sounds and shrieks and leonine 
roars, they approached Acwatthaman,’^ Uttering the praises 
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of Mahadeva and spreading an effulgent light all around, 
desirous of enhancing the honor of A^watthaman and the 
glory'of the high-souled Hara, and wishing to ascertain the 
extent of A 9 watthaTnan’s energy, and desirous also of behold- 
ing the slaughter during the hour of sleep/* armed with 
terrible and fierce bludgeons and fiery wheels and battle-axes, 
that crowd of strange beings, endued with terrible forms, came 
from every side.'^* They were capable of inspiring the three 
worlds with dread at their sight. The mighty Agwatthaman, 
however, bel^olding them, felt no fear.*® Drona’s son, armed 
with bow, and with fingers cased in fences made of iguana 
skins, himself offered up his own self as a victim unto Maha- 
deva.*' Bows were the fuel, and sharp shafts were the ladles, 
and his own soul possessed of great might was the libation, 
0 Bharata, in that act of sacrifice.** The valiant and wrath- 
ful son of Drona then, with propitiating mantras, offered up 
his own soul as the victim.** Having with fierce rites adored 
Rudra of fierce deeds, Aqwatthaman, with joined hands, said 
these words unto that high-souled god.** 

“ ‘A^wattharnan said, — Sprung from Angiras s line, I am 
about to pour my soul, 0 god, as a libation on this fire I 
Accept, 0 lord, this victim !•• In this hour of distress, 0 Soul 
of the universe, I offer up my own self as the sacrificial victim, 
from devotion to thee and with heart concentrated in medita- 
tion !*• All creatures are in thee and the u art in all creatures ! 
A union of all high attributes occurs in thee !*^ 0 lord, O 
thou that art the refuge of all creatures, I wait as a libation 
lor thee, since I am unable to vanquish my foes ! Accept me, 
0 god !** — Having said these words, Drona’s son, ascending 
t'hat sacrificial altar on which a fire blazed brightly, offered 
himself up as the victim and entered that blazing fire !** 
Beholding him stand immovable and with uplifted hands and 
as an offering unto himself, the divine Mahadeva appeared in 
person and smilingly said,*® — With truth, purity, sincerity, 
resignation, ascetic austerities, vows, forgiveness, devotion, 
patience, thought, and word,*' I have been duly adored by 
Krishna of pure deeds ! For this there is none dearer to me 
^han Krishna !** For honoring him and at bis word I have 
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protected the Panchalas and displayed diverse kinds of 
illusion.** By protecting the Panchalas I have honored him. 
They have, however, been afflicted by Time. The period of 
their lives hath run out !** — Having said these words unto the 
high-souled Agwatthaman, the divine Mahadeva entered 
A^wabthaman s body after going him an excellent and polished 
sword.** Filled by that divine being, Drona's son blazed up 
with energy. In conseqtience of that energy derived from gcd- 
head, he became all powerful in battle.** Many invisible 
beings and Rdkshasas proteeded along his right and his left as 
he set out, like the lord Mahadeva himself, for entering the 
camp of his foes.* ***' 


Section VIII. 

“Dhritarashtra said, — ‘While Drona s son, that might]^ car- 
warrior, thfts proceeded towards the hostile camp, did Kripa 
and Bhoja stop from fear I hope those two great car- 
warriors, checked by vulgar guards, did not fly away secretly 
thinking their opponents irresistible?* Or, have they, after 
grinding the camp, the Somakas, and the Pandavas, followed, 
while still engaged in battle, the highly glorious path in which 
Duryodhana has gone ?* Are those heroes, slain by the Pan- 
chalas, sleeping on the bare Earth ? Did they achieve an} 
feat? Tell me all this, 0 Sanjaya!** 

“Sanjaya said, — ‘When the bigh-souled son of Drona pro 
ceedod towards the camp, Kripa and Kritavarman waited at th' 
gate.* Beholding tliem ready to exert themselves, A^wattha 
man became filled with joy, and addressing them whisperinglv 
O king, said, — If you two exert, you are competent to ex ter 
ininate all the Kshariyas !* What need I say, therefore, of thi 
remnant of the (Pandava) army, particularly when it is burie 
in sleep V I shall enter the camp and career like Yama ! 
am sure that you two will act in such a way that no man ma 
elcape you with life !* — Having said these words, the son < 
Drona.entered the vast camp of the Farthas. Casting off a 
fear, he penetrated into it by a spot where there was no dooi 
%e. jnighty.afuicd hero, having entered the camp, procee( 
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ed, guided by 8igti9» very sofUy, towards the quarters of 
Dhrishtadyumna.*" The P&nchalas, having achieved great 
fuats had been much tired in battle. They were sleeping in 
c<)nfi<l 0 i»ce, assembled together, and by the side of one another." 
Entering into Dhrishtadyumna s chamber, 0 Bhnrata, Drona’s 
son beheld the prince of the Panchalaa sleeping before him on 
his bed." He lay on a beautiful sheet of silk upon a costly 
and excellent bed. Excellent wreaths of flowers were strewn 
up )!! thit bed and it was perfumed with powdered Dhxipti^^ 
Ai; watt ha mail, 0 king, awoke with a kick the lugh-sonled 
prince sleeping trustfully and fearlessly on his bed." Fe:?ling 
that kick, the prince, irresistible in battle and of immeasurable 
soul, awaked from sleep and recognised Drona’s son standing 
before him." As he was rising from his bed, the mighty 
A^watthaman seized him by the hair of his head and began to 
presj him down on the Earth with his hai^ds." Thus pressed by 
A;wal%tha:nan with great strength, the prince, from fear as also 
from sleepiness, was not able to put forth his strength at that 
tifne." Striking him with his foot, 0 king, on both his throat 
and breast while his victim writhed and roared, Drona's son 
endeavoured to kill him as if he were any animal," The Pan- 
cliala prince tore Agwatthaman with his nails and at last softly 
said, — 0 preceptor’s son, slay me with a wmapon, do not tarry ! 
0 bast of men, let me, through thy act, repair to the regions of 
the righteous !" — H iving said this niucli, that slayer of foes, 
viz., the son of the Piinchala king, assailed with strength 
by that mighty hero, became silent.** Hearing those indis- 
tinct sounds of his, Drona’s son said, — 0 wretch of thy race, 
there is no region for those that slay their preceptors ! For 
this, O thou of wicked understanding, thou deservest not to 
be slain with any weapon I*‘ — While saying so, A<?watthaman, 
filled with rage, began to strike the vital parts of his victim 
with violent kicks of his heels, and slew his foe like a lion 
slaying an infuriate elephant.** At the cries of that hero while 
he was being slain, his wives and guards that were in his tent 
all awaked, O king !*• Beholding somebody cniBhing the 
prince with superhuman force, they regarded the asrai'ant to 

be seine preternataral being andj tbereforei cues 
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from fear.** Having despatched him to YamVe abode by such 
means, A 9 watthaman of great energy went but and getting 
upon his beautiful car stayed on it.** Indeed, coming out of 
Dhrishtadyumna s abode, 0 king, Agwatthaman caused all 
the points of the compass to resound with his roars, and then 
proceeded on his car to other parts of the camp for slaying hia 
foes.** After Drona’s son, that mighty car-warrior, had gone 
away, the women and all the guards set up a loud wail of 
woe.*^ Seeing their king slain, all the wives of Dhrishta- 
dyumna, filled with great sorrow, cried aloud.** At that wail 
of theirs many mighty Kshatriyas, awaking, put on their 
armour and came there for enquiring after the cause of 
those cries.** Those ladies, terrified at the sight of A^wat- 
thaman, in piteous tones asked the men to pursue him with- 
out delay.*® They said, — Whether ha is a Rdkshasa or a 
human being, we know not what he is! Having slain » the 
Panchala king, he stayoth there !** — At these words, .those 
foremost of warriors suddenly surrounded Drona’s son. The 
latter slew them all by means of the Rudra weapon.** Hav- 
ing slain Dhrishtadyumna and all those followers of his, he 
beheld XJttamaujas sleeping on his bed.** Attacking him 
with his foot on the throat and chest, Drona’s son slew ’ that 
great hero also while the latter writhed in agony.** Yudha- 
manyu, coming up and believing his comrade to have been 
slain by a Rdkshasa, speedily struck Drona’s son in the chest 
with a mace.** Rushing towards him, A^watthaman seized 
him and brought him down to the ground and, slew him like 
an animal while the latter uttered loud strieks.** Having slain 
Yudharnanyu thus, that hero proceeded against the other 
'car-warriors of the king, who were all asleep,*’ He slew all 
those trembling and shrieking warriors like animals in a sacri- 
fice. Taking up his sword then, he slew many others.** Pro- 
ceeding along the diverse paths of the camp one after an- 
other, A<}watthaman, accomplished in the use of the sword, 
b^old diverse Oulmaa and slew in a trice the unarmed and 
tired warriors sleeping within them*** With that excellent 
eword he cut off combatants and steeds and elephants* : Cover- 
.with bloody be to bo Death buQSoll 
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eommissioned by Causing his foes to tremble by 

the repeated blows of his sword that were of three kinds, 
A^watthaman became bathed in blood.^^ Covered as he 
was with blood, and wielding as he did a blazing sword, his 
form, as he* careered in battle, became exceedingly terrible 
and superhuman.** Those who awaked from sleep, O Kaura- 
vya, became stupified with the loud noise (they heard around). 
Beholding Drona's son, they looked at each other's faces and 
trembled (with fear) *• Those Kshatriyas, beholding the form 
of that crusher of foes, believed him to be a Rakshasa and 
closed their eyes.** Of terrible form, he careerei in the camp 
like Yama himself, and at last saw the sons of Draupadi and 
the remnant of the Somakas.** Alarmed by the noise, and 
learning that Dhrishtadyumna had been slain, those mighty 
car-warriors, viz., the sons of Draupadi, armed with bows, fear- 
lessly poured their shafts on Drona’s son.** Awaked by their 
noiscL, the Prabhadrakas with Cikhandin at their head, began 
to grind the sou of Drona with their arrows,*’ Drona's son, 
beholding them shower their arrows on him, uttered a loud 
roar and became desirous of slaying those mighty car-war- 
riors.** Recollecting the death of his sire, A^watthaman be- 
came filled with rage. Alighting from the terrace of his ear, 
he rushed furiously (against his enemies).** Taking up his 
bright shield adorned with a thousand moons and his massive 
and celestial sword decked with gold, the mighty A5wat- 
thaman rushed against the sons of Draupadi and began to 
lay about him with his weapon,** Then that tiger among men, 
in that dreadful battle, struck Prativindhya in the abdomen, 
at which the latter, Q king, deprived of life, fell down on the 
Earth.*^ The valiant Sutasoma, having pierced the son of Drona 
with a lance, rushed at him with his uplifted sword,** A^wat- 
thaman, however, cutoff Sutasoma's arm with the sword in 
grasp, and once more struck him in the flank. At this, Suto- 
soma fell down, bereft of life.** The valiant Catanika, the son 
of Nakiila, taking up a car-wheel with his two hands, violently 
struck A9watShaman at the chest,** The regenerate A 9 wat« 
tbaman violently assailed Catanika after he had hurled that 
'carnjirheel, . ExcQ^dingly agitated, Nakula' son fell.down upon 
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th’9 Earth, upon which Drona’s son out off his hoad.^^ Then 
Crutakarman, taking up a spiked bludgeon, attacked A5\vat- 
thainan. Furioiialy rushing at Drona’s son, he assailed him 
violently on the left part of his forehead.** A^watthamau 
struck Crutakarman with his excellent sword en the face. 
Deprived of senses and his face disfigured, he Tell down life- 
less on the Earth.** At this noise, the heroic Crutakirti, that 
great car-warrior, coming up, poured showers of arrows on 
A 5 wabthaman.** BaMing those arrowy showers with his 
shield, A^vvatthaman cut off from his enemy’;? trunk the 
latter's beautiful head adorned with ear-rings.** Then the 
slayer of Bhishma, viz., the mighty Cikhai:din, with all the 
Prabhadrakas, assailed the hero from every side with diverse 
kinds of weap )ns. Cikhandin struck A^watthfiman with an 
arrow in the midst of his two eye-brows.*® Filled with rage at 
this, Druna’s son, possessed of great might, ajrproacljed Cikjlian- 
din and cub him in twain with his sword.** Having .slain 
Cikhandin, A 5 watthamnn, filled with rage, rushed fnrioiisly 
against the other Prabhadrakas. He proceeded also against 
the remnant of Viratas force.** Endued with great sTre})glh, 
DroTio's son made a heavy carnage amongst the sows, the 
grandsons, and the followers of Drupada, singling them out 
one after another.** Accomplished in the use of the sword, 
A 9 watthaman then, rushing against other ccmlatants, cut 
them down with his excellent sword.** The warric rs in the 
Pandava camp beheld that Death night in her embodied 
form, a black image, of bloody mouth and bloody eyes, 
wearing crimson garlands and smeared with crimson unguents, 
attired in a single piece of red cloth, with a notfe in hard, 
and resembling an elderly lady, employed in chaunting a 
dUmal note and standing full before their eyes, and about 
to lead away meii and steeds and elephants all iifd in a stoiit 
chord.**’** She seemed to take away diverse kinds of spirits, 
with dishevelled hair and tied together in a chord, as also, 
0 king, many mighty car-warriors divested of their weapons.^* 
On other days, 0 sire, the foremost warriors of the Pandava 
ooirtp used to 'aee in their dreams that figure leading away the 
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Tho PancHva soldiers saw thafc lady and Drona's ' son in their 
drejuus every night, from the day when the battle between the 
Kuriis and the Panda vas first commeticed.** Afflicted befe re 
by Doatiny, they wore now smitten by Drona*» son who terrified 
them all with the frightful roars uttered by Afflicted 

by Destii»y, tho brave warriors of the Pandiva camp, recol- 
leetijig the sight they ha<l seen in their dreams, identified it 
with what they now witnessed.’* At the noise made, hundreds 
and thousands of Pandava bowmen in the camp awoke from 
their slumljers.’* Aewatthaman cut off the legs of some, 
and tho hips of others, and pierced some in their flanks, 
careering like the Destroyer himself let loose by Time,’* The 
Earth, 0 lord, was .soon covered with human beings that were 
crushed into shapelessness or trodden down by elephants and 
sbeetls and with others that roared in great affliction.’® Many 
of tjiern hnidly exclaimed, — What is this? — Who is this one? — 
Wh-vf is this noise ?— Who is doing what? — While uttering 
such shrieks, Drona’s son became their Destroyer.’* That 
foremost of srnitera, viz., the son of Drona, deppa^ched to the 
regions of Yama all those Piiiidus and Srinjayas who were 
without armour and weapons.’* Terrified at tliab noise, many 
awoke from sleep. Possessed with fear, blinded by slcfp, and 
deprived of their senses, those warriors seemed to vanish (before 
the fury of A<;wafcthaman).” The thighs of many were prra- 
lysed and many were so stupefied that tl ey lost all their ei (‘igy* 
Shrieking and possessed with fear, they began to slay one 
another.’* Drona s son once more got upon his car of terrible 
clatter, and taking up his bow despatchedt many with his 
shafts to Yama*8 abode.” Others that awaked from sleep, 
brave warriors and foremost of men, as they came towards 
Agwatthaman, were slain before they could approach him 
and were thus offered up aa victims that Death* night.*^ 

Crushing.many with that foremost of ears, he careered through 
the camp- - and covered his foes with repeated showers of 
arrows.** ; Once again with that beautiful shield of his, 
ad^rnod with^ a haiu with that sword of his 

which wa$ of the hue of the welkin, be careered amidst his 

eaemiesi** |ske an elephant agitating a large take^, JOrona’e 
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son, irresistible in battife, agitated the camp of the Pandavas.” 
Awaked by the noise, 0 king, many warriors, afflicted still 
with sleep and fear, and with senses still under a oloud/ ran 
hither and thither.** Many shriekd in harsh tones and many 
uttered incoherent exclamations. Many succeeded -not in ob- 
, taining their weapons and armour.** The locks of many were 
dishevelled, and many failed to recognise one another. Having 
risen from sleep, many fell down, fatigued; some wandered 
here and there without any purpose.** Elephants and steeds, 
breaking their chords, passed excreta and urinj^.*' Many, 
causing great confusion, huddled together. Amongst these, 
some, through fear, laid themselves down on the Earth. The 
animals of the camp crushed them there.** While the camp 
was in this state, Rdicshasaa, O king, utteted loud roars in joy, 
O chief of the Bharatas !** That loud noise, 0 king, uttered 
by ghostly beings in joy, filled all the points of the compass 
and the welkin.** Hearing the wails of woe, elephants, steeds, 
breaking their chords, rushed hither and thither, crushing 
the combatants in the camp.** As those animals rushed 
hither and thiter, the dust raised by them made the night 
doubly dark.** When that thick gloom set in, the warriors 
in the camp became perfectly stupefied; sires recognised, not 
their sons, brothers recognised not their bothers.** Elephants, 
assailing riderless elephants, and steeds, assailing riderless 
ateeds, assailed and broke and crushed the people that stood in 
their way.** Losing all order, combatants rushed and slew 
one another, and felling those that stood in their way crushed 
them into pieces** Deprived of their senses and overcome 
with sleep, and enveloped in gloom, men, impelled by fate, 
slew their own comrades.** The guards, leaving the gates they 
watched, and those at duty at the outposts leaving the posts 
they, guarded, fled away for their lives, deprived of their 
senses and not knowing whither they proceeded.*'^ They slew 
One another, the slayers, 0 lord, not recognising the slain. 
Affidted by ifate, they cried afteir their sires and sons.** While 
iihef fi^, abahdbnilig the'r friends and relatives, they called 
%pon one another j^raentionitig their families and names.** 
OlhijrS; uttsriog brie^ of foU down oa the Earth. 
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In the midst of the battle, Drona s son, recognising them, 
slew them all/®® Other Kshatriyas, while being slaughtered, 
lost their .senses, and afflicted by fear, sought to fly away from 
their camps/®^ Those men that sought to fly away from the 
camp for saving their lives, were slain by Kritavarman and 
Kripa at the gate/®* Divested of weapons and instruments 
and armour, and with dishevelled hair, they joined their hands* 
Trembling with fear, they were on the ground. The two 
Kuru warriors, however, (who were on their cars) gave quarter 
to none/®* ^ None amongst those that escaped from the camp 
was let off by those two wicked persons, viz., Kripa and Krita- 
varman..'®® Then again, for doing that which was highly 
agreeable to Drona’s son, those two set fire to the Pandava 
camp in three places/®* When the camp was lighted, A 9 wat- 
thaman, that delighter of his sires, 0 monarch, careered, sword 
in hand and smiting his foes with great skill/®* Some of his 
brave foes rushed towards him and some ran hither and thither. 
That foremost of regenerate ones, with his sword, deprived all 
of them of their lires/®^ The valiant son of Drona, filled 
with rage, felled some of the warriors, cutting them in twain 
with his sword as if they wore sessame stalks.^®* The Earth, 
0 bull of Bharata’s race, became strewn with the fallen bodies 
of foremost of men and steeds and elephants mingled together 
and uttering woful wails and cries/®® When thousands of men 
had fallen down deprived of life, innumerable headless trunks 
stood up and fell down.'‘® A 9 watthaman, 0 Bharata, cut off 
arms adorned with Angadas and holding weapons in grasp, and 
heads, and thighs resembling trunks of elephants, and hands, 
and feet/“ The illustrious son of Drona mangled the backs 
of some, cut off the heads. of some, and caused some to turn 
away from the fight/** And he cut off some at the middle, and 
lopped off the ears of others, and struck others on the should- 
ers, and pressed down the heads of some into their trunks/** 
As A 9 watthaman careered in this way, slaughtering thou*- 
sands of men, tihe deep night became more terrible in conse- 
quence of the^darkrtess that set in.*** The Earth became terri^ 
ble to behold, strewn with thousands of human beings dead 
wd dyin^ and innumerable steeds and 'elephant?/'* . Cut 
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by fche enragf^d «on of Drona» hisi foe* fell down on the 
Eirfch that was then crowded with Ynkshits and liahhasas 
and fi'iijhtful with (br ^ken) cars and slain steeds and 'ele- 
phants,*'* S >»na called up jn their bothers, some upon their 
sires, and s nne np m their sons. And some said,— The Dharta- 
^ ra^htns in raje cotild never accomplish such feats in battle 
as these which Rikslmsas of wicked deeds are achieving upon 
us during the hour of sleep ! It is only in consequence of the 
absence of the Parthas that this great slaughter is going 
on That son of Kunti, who hath Janrirddgma fur his 

pntectir, is incap ib *0 of being vanquished by gods, Asarus^ 
Gicndhtti'vas, Yalcahaa, SkuA Rakshaaaa Devoted to Bmh- 
mt, tr ithfiil in speech, self- restrained, and coiirpassiunate 
towards all creatures, that son of Pritha. called Dhananjaya 
never slaughters one that is asleep, or one that is heedless, or 
one thvt has laid aside his weapons, (r one that has joined Jds 
hau ls in supplication, or one that is retreating, or one ^yhose 
locks have been dishevelled !**® Alas, they are ifdZW/asas of 
wicked d^eds wh ) are perpetrating such terrible acts upon 
ourselves !— Utteriug such words, many laid themselves down.*** 
T.ie I »u 1 Jin ciusal by the cries and groans of human beings 
died away within a short space of time.*** The Earth being 
drenched with blood, 0 king, that thick and frightful dust 
soon disappeared.'** Thousands of men moving in agoiiy, over- 
whelmel with anxiety, and overcome with despair, were slain 
by A(jwitthaman like Rudra slaying living creatures !*** Many 
who laid themselves down on the ground clasping one another, 
and many who sought to fly away, and many who sought to 
hide themselves, and many who struggled in battle, were all 
slain by the son of Drona.*** Burnt by the raging flames aiid 
slaugntcrod by Atjwatthaman, the men, losing their senses, 
slew one an other.*** Before half the night was over, the son of 
Drona. 0 monarch, despatched the large host of the Pandavas 
unto Yama s abode.*** That flight, so terrible and destructive 
unto human beings and elephants and steads fii^d with joy 
all creatures that wandef in the dark*** Many ltdkskoaaa and 
of Various tribes wtre seen there, gorging upon 
human and auaffincr the blood that kv on the ermund.*** 
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pPhey were fierce, tawny in hue, terrible, of adamantine teeth, 
<knd*dyed with blood. With matted locks on their heads, their 
•thighs were long and massive ; endued with five feet, their 
stomachs were large.*** Their fingers were set backwards. 
Of harsh temper and ugly features, their voice was loud and 
terrible. They had rows of tinkling bells tied to their bodies. 
Possessed of blue throats, they looked very frightful.*** 
Exceedingly cruel and incapable of being looked at without 
fear, and without abhorrence for anything, they came there 
with their children and wives. Indeed, diverse were the forma 
seen there of the Rdkshasas that came.*” Quaffing the blood 
that ran in streams, they became filled with joy and began 
to dance in separate bands. — This is excellent! — This is pure! 
— This is very sweet ! — these were the words they uttered.*** 
Other carnivorous creatures, subsisting upon animal food, 
having gorged upon fat and marrow and bones and blood, 
began to eat the delicate parts of corpses.*” Others, drink* 
ing the fat that flowed in streams, ran naked over the field. 
Possessed of diverse kinds of faces, other carnivorous beings 
of great ferocity, and living upon dead flesh,*** came there in 
tens of thousands and millions. Grim and gigantic Rdkshasas 
also of wicked deeds, came there in bands as numerous,*** 
Other ghostly beings, filled with joy and. gorged to satiety, 
0 king, also came there and were seer) in the midst of that 
dreadful c^irnage.**’ When morning dawned, A 9 watthaman 
desired to leave the camp.*** He was then bathed in human 
blood, and the hilt of his sword so firmly adhered in his grasp 
that his hand and sword, 0 king, became one !*** Having 
walked in that path that is never trod (by good warriors), 
Aijwatthaman, after that slaughter, looked like the blazing 
fire at the end pf the Yuga after it has consumed all creatures 
into ashes.”* Having perpetrated that feat agreeably to his 
vow, aud having trod in that untrodden, way, Drona's son, 
P lord, forgoif his grief for the slaughter of his sire,*** The 
Pandava camp, in^^consequence of the sleep in which all 
within it were buried, was perfectly still when Drona's son had 
^teredU in the night. After the nooturnal slaughter,* when 
all baca me once more quiet, Agwatthaman issued from. itiJ** 
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Having issued from tbe oatnp, the valiaiit A^watthaman met 
-his two compassions and, -filled with joy, told them bis feat, 
gladdening them, 0 king, by the intelligence.**' Those two, 
in return, devoted as they were to his good, gave him the 
agreeable intelligence of how they also bad slaughUred thou- 
" sands of Fanchiilas and Srinjayas (at the gates).*** Even thus 
'did that night prove terribly destructive to the Somakas vrho 
'had been heedless and buried in sleep.*** The course of time, 
without doubt, is irresistible. Those who had exterminated 
us were themselves exterminated now !!*** * 

"Dhritarashtra said,— 'Why is it that that mighty car- 
'warrior, viz., the son of Drona, did not achieve such a feat 
before although he had resolutely exerted for bestowing vic- 
tory upon Duryodhana ?**’ For what reason did that great 
bowman do this after the slaughter of the wretched Duryo- 
dbana ? It behoveth thee to tell me this !’*** • 

“Sanjaya said, — ‘Through feat of the Farthas, 0 sOn of 
-Kuru’s race, A^watthaman could not achieve such a feat then ! 
‘It was owing to the absence of the Farthas and tbs intelligent 
Ke9ava as also of Satyaki, that Drona’s son could accomplish 
'it !*** Who is there, the lord Indra unexcepted, that is compe- 
'tent to slay them in the presence of these heroes ? Besides, 
'O king, A^watthaman succeeded in accomplishing the feat 
-only because the men were all asleep !'" Having caused 
'that vast slaughter of the Fandava forces, those three great 
'(^-warriors (viz,, A9watth&man and Kripa and Kritavarman), 
meeting together, exclaimed, — Good luckf* — His two com- 
'panions congratulated A9watthaman, and the latter was also 
embraced by them. In great joy the latter uttered these 
words :"* — All the Fanchalas have been slain as also all the 
sons of Draupadi ! All the Somakas also, as well as all that 
remapped of the Matsyas, have been slaughtered by me !"* 
Crowned with success, let us without delay go there where the 
-king is! If the king be still alive, we will give him this joy* 
tuf intelligence !—’ '’*'* 
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•''SMjaya' said,— *Having slain all the Fanchalas and tBa- 
sons of Draupadi, the three Kuru heroes together came to 
that spot where Daryodhana lay, struck down by the foe.V 
Arrived there, they beheld that life had not been wholly 
extinct in the king. Jumping down from their cars, they sur*' 
rounded thy son.*^ The Kuru king, 0 monarch, was lying 
there with broken thighs. Almost senseless, his life was 
about to ebb' away. He was vomiting blood at intervals, with 
down-cast fiyes.* He was then surrounded by a large number 
of carnivorous animals of terrible forms, and by wolves and 
hyenas, that awaited at no great distance for feeding upon bis 
body.* With great difficulty the king was keeping off those 
beasts of prey that stood in expectation of feasting upon him. 
He was writhing on the Earth in great agony.' Beholding him. 
thtis lying on the Earth, bathed in his own blood, the three 
heroes who were the sole survivors of his army, viz., A5wat- 
thaman and Kripa and Kritavarman, became afflicted with 
grief and sat surrounding him.' Encompassed by those three 
mighty car-warriors who were covered with blood and yirho 
breathed hot sighs, the Kuru king looked like a sacrificial 
altar surrounded by three fires.' Beholding the king lying in 
that highly undeserving plight, the three heroes wept in un- 
endursbble sorrow.' Wiping the blood from off bis face with 
their hands, they uttered these - piteous lamentations in the 
hearing of the king lying on the field of battle.* 

‘Kripa stud, — There is nothing too diffic'ult for Destiny 
to bring about, since even this king Duryodhana who was the 
lord of eleven Akahauhinis of troops sleepeth on the bare 
ground, struck down by the foe and covered with blood !" 
Behold, fond as he was of the mace, that mace decked with 
pure gold atHI lieth by the side of the king whose splendour 
still memiblea that of pure gold !*' In no battle did that mace 
abandoh thu hero 1 Even now, when be is about to ascend to 
heaven, that weapon leaveth not this illustrious warrior!** 
Behold, that weapon, adorned with pure gold, still lieth by the 
»de (rf tbia hero like a loving ^fe by the side of her lord 
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stretched on his bed in his chamber of sleep Behold the 
reverses brought about by Time I This scorcher of foes that 
used to walk at the head of all crowned kings, now eateth 
the dust, struck down (by the foe)l*^ He who bad formerly 
struck down many foes and caused them to lia^ on the bare 
ground, alas, that king of the Kurus lieth today on the bare 
ground, struck down by foes !*• He to whom hundreds of kings 
used to bow down in fear, lieth today on the field of battle, 
surrounded by beasts of prey I** The BrShraanas formerly used 
to wait upon this lord for wealth ! Alas, beasts of prey wait 
upon him today for feeding upon bis body ! — ' 

“Sanjaya continued, — * Beholding that chief of Kuru’a race 
lying on the ground, A^wabtharaan, 0 best of the Bharatas, 
uttered these piteous lamentations :*• — 0 tiger among kings, 
all people indicated thee as the foremost of all bowmen \ 
People also said that (in encounters with the mace) thou, a 
disciple of Cankarshana, wert like the Lord of treasures, 
(viz., Kuvera), himself!** How thon, 0 sinless one, c6u!d 
Bhima notice any laches in thee! Thou wert ever mighty 
and possessed of skill! He, on the other hand, O king, is a 
wicked-souled wight I*® Without doubt, O monarch, Time in 
this world is mightier than everything else, for we behold 
even thee struck down by Bhimasena in battle Alas, how 
could the wretched and mean Vrikodara unrighteously strike 
thee down, thee that wert conversant with every rule of 
righteousness! Without doubt, Time is irresistible!** Alas, 
having summoned thee to a fair fight, Bhimasena, putting 
forth his might, fractured thy thighs !** Fie on that wretched 
Yudhishthira who tolerated the head of one unrighteously 
struck down in battle to be touched with qthe foot !** In all 
battles warriors will certainly reprobate Vrikodara as long as 
the world will last. Without doubt, thou hast been struck 
down unrighteously !** The valiant Rama of Yadus race, 0 
king, always used to say that there is no one equal to Duryo- 
dhana in encounters with the mace !** He of the Vrishhi race, 
O Bha^itar used to boast of thee, 0 lord, in every assembly, 
Bayipg,~Duryodbana of Kuru’s race is a worthy disciple of 
;obtained that end ^hich great Mehis 
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have declared to be the high reward of a Kshatriya slain 
in battle with his face towards the foel** I do not} 0 bull 
aipoug men, grieve for thee, 0 Duryodhana ! I grieve only 
fcHT thy mother Oandhari and thy sire, childless as they now 
are I** Afflicted with sorrow, they will have to wander over 
the Earth, begging their food I Fie on Krishna of Yrishni’s 
race, and on Arjuna of wicked understanding !•• They regard 
themselves conversant with the duties of morality, yet both 
of them stood indifferent whilst thou wert being slain ! How 
will the other Pandavas, shameless though they be, 0 king, 
speak of the'hnanner in which they have accomplished thy 
death Thou art highly fortunate, 0 son of Gandhari, 
since thou hast been slain on the field of battle, O bull among 
men, while advancing fairly against the foe!’* Alas, what 
will be the plight of Gandhari who is now childless, and who 
hath lost all her kinsmen and relatives ! What also will be the 
plig4it of the blind king !” Fie on Kritavarman, on myself, 
as al^ on the mighty car-warrior Kripa, since we have not 
yet gone to hoaveft with thy royal self before us !** Fie on us, 
lowest of mortals, since we do not follow thee that wert the 
grantor of all wishes, the protector of all men, and the bene- 
factor of all thy subjects !’* Through thy power, the abodes of 
Kripa, of myself, and of my sire, along with those of our 
dependants, 0 tiger among men, are full of wealth I** Through 
thy grace, ourselves with our friends and relatives have per- 
formed many foremost of sacrifices with a profusion of presents 
to Brahmanas!” Where shall such sinful persons as our- 
selves now go, since thou hast gone to heaven, taking with thee 
all the kings of the Earth ?” Since we three, 0 king, do not 
follow thee that arb about to obtain the highest end (of life), 
it is for this, that we are indulging in such lamentations !** 
Deprived of thy companionship, reft of wealth, our memories 
painfully dwelling upon thy prosperity, alas, what will be 
our lot sluce we do not go with thee Without doubt, 0; 
chief of Kuru's race, we shall have to wander in grief on the 
Earth* Deprived of thee, 0 king, where can we have peace 
and where can we have happiness Going from this world* 
0 moiHi^rcbrwd meeting with tho,se mighty car^warriors (thsik 
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have preceded thee), show thy regarde to them, at my request, 
one after another, according to the order of their rank and 
years !*• Having offered worship to thy preceptor, that fore- 
most of all wieldera of bows, teh hiirr, Oking, that Dhrishta- 
dyumna hath been slaiin by me !*®' Embrace king Valhika, 
that mighty car- warrior, as also the rirler of the Sindhus, and 
Somadatta, and Bhuri^ravas,** and the other foremost of kings 
that have preceded thee to heaven. At my request, embrace 
all of them and enquire after their welfare 

“Sanjaya continued, — ^Having said these words unto the 
king deprived of his senses and lying with brbken thighs, 
Afwatthaman once more cast bis eyes on him and uttered 
these words — If, 0 Duryodhana, thou hast any life in thee 
still, listen to these words that are so pleasant to hear! On 
the side of the Fandavas, only seven are alive, and among the 
Dhartarashtras, only we three The seven on their side 
are the five brothers and Vasudeva and Satyaki ; on our hide, 
we three are myself and Kripa and Kritavarman !*® All the 
sons of Draupadi have been slain, as also all the children 
of Dhrishtadyumna ! All the Pancbalas too have been slain 
as also the remnant of the Matsyas, 0 Bbarata!^’ Behold 
the vengeance taken for what they had done ! The Fandavas 
are now childless ! While buried in sleep, the men and animals^ 
in their camp have all been slain!®® Penetrating into their 
camp in the night, 0 king, I* have slain Dhrishtadyumna, 
that wight of sinful deeds, as one kills an animal — Duryo- 
dhana then, having heard those words that were so agreeable 
to his heart, regained his senses and said these words in 
reply — That which neither Ganga s son, nor Kama, nor thy 
sire, could achieve, hath at last been achieved by thee today, 
accompanied by Kripa and Bhoja !®® Thou hast slain that 
low wretch (viz., Dhrishtaduymna) who was commander of 
the P&todava forces, as also Cikhandin ! In consequence of 
this I regard myself equal to Magavat himself!®® Good be to, 
you all ! Let prosperity be yours 1 All of us will again meet 
together in heaven I— Having said these words the high-souled 
King of tbs Kurus became silent.*® Casting off' his griefs for 
All his 
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spttl ftSMnded to saond heaven, while his body only remained 
on Earth.** Even thus, O king, thy son Duryodhana breathed 
his last ! Having provoked the battle first, he was slain by 
bis foes at last t** The three heroes repeatedly embraced the 
king and gazed steadfastly on him. They then ascended 
their cars.** Having heard these piteous lamentations of 
Drona’s son, I came away at early dawn towards the city.** 
Even thus the armies of the Kurus and the Fandavas have 
been destroyed ! Great and terrible have been that carnage, 
O king, caused by thy evil policy !** After thy son ascended 
to heaven, I became affiicted with grief and the spiritual sight 
which the Itishi gave hath been lost by me !’ 

Vai^ampayana continued, — “The king, hearing of bis son’s 
death, breathed long and hot sighs, and became plunged into 
great anxiety.’’** 


Section X. 

Yai(;ampayana said, — “After that night had gone away, the 
driver of Dhrishtadyumna’s car gave intelligence to king 
Yudhishthira of the great slaughter that bad been caused 
liuring the hour of sleep.* 

“The driver said, — “The sons of Draupadi, 0 king, have 
been slain, with all the children of Drupada himself, while 
they were heedless and trustfully asleep in their own camp !* 
During the night, 0 king, thy camp has been exterminated 
by the cruel Kritavarman, and Eripa the son of Gotama, and 
the sinful A 9 wattbaman !* Slaying thousands of men and 
elephants and steeds with lances and darts and battle-axes, 
those men have exterminated thy army !* While thy army 
Was being slaughtered like a forest cut down with axes, a loud 
wail was b^ard rising from thy camp !* I am the sole survivor, 
0 monarch, of that vast force 1 I have, O thou of virtuous 
soul, escaped, with difficulty from Kritavarman at a time when 
fee was haedie^ !’*— Hearing these evil tidings, Kunti’s son 
Yudhisbtbirai however capable of bearing up (against foesh 
fall dowh gin Ea*th, afflicted with grief at the loss of bia 
sons.* Advancing forward) Satyaki held the king in his 
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embrace. Bhimasena and Arjuna and the two sons of Madri 
also stretched forth their arms.^ Having recovered bis aenses, 
the son* of Kunti lamented in great af&iction, uttering these 
words rendered indistinct by sorrow : 'Alas, having vanquish- 
•ed the foe, we have ourselves been vanquished in the end !* 
The course of events is difficult to be ascertained even by per* 
sons endued with spiritual sight ! The foe who were vanquished 
have become victorious ! Ourselves, again, while victorious, are 
vanquished Having slain brothers and friends and sires 
and sons and well-wishers, and kinsmen, and cotfnsellors, and 
having vanquished them all, we ourselves are vanquished at 
last Misery looks like prosperity, and prosperity looks like 
misery i This our victory has assumed the shape of defeat. 
Our victory, therefore, has ended in defeat Having won the 
victory, I am obliged to grieve as an afflicted wretch! How, 
then, can I regard it as a victory ? In reality, I have been 
doubly defeated by the foe 1** They for whose sake we "have 
incurred the sin of victory by slaying our kinsmen and friends, 
alas, they, after victory had crowned them, have been van- 
quished by defeated foes that were heedful I** Alas, through 
heedlessness have they been slain that had escaped from even 
Kama, that warrior who had barbed arrows and ndlikaa for his 
teeth, the sword for his tongue, the bow for his gaping mouth, 
and the twang of the bowstring and the sound of palms for 
his roars, — that angry Kama who never retreated from battle, 
and who was a very lion among men Alas, those princes 
that succeeded in crossing, by boats constituted by their own 
excellent weapons, the great Drona-ocean having cars for its 
deep lakes, showers of arrows for its waves, the ornaments of 
warriors for its gems, car-steeds for its animals, darts and swords 
for its fishes, elephants for its alligators, bows for its whirlpools, 
mighty weapons for its foam, and the signal of battle fpr its 
moonrise causing it to swell with energy, and the twang of 
the bowstring and tha sound of palms for its roar,— alas, even 
thole princes have from heedlessness been slain There is, 
in this «jrorld, no more powerful (^use of death, as regards men, 
tHaq heedlessness ! Prosperity abandons a heedless man from 
eyery side, and every kind of misery overtakes him !** The 
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tall standard with excellent top that stood on his car was the 
wreath of* smoke that infallibly indicated the Bhishma-fire* 
Shafts constituted its flames, and wrath was the wind that 
fanned it ! The twang of his formidable bow and the sound 
of his palnas constituted the roar of that fire. Armour and 
diverse kinds of weapons were the homa libations that 
were poured into it. The vast hostile army was the heap* 
of dry forest-grass that was assailed by that fire 1 Alas, 
even they that had endured that firece fire whose terrible 
energy was represented by the mighty weapons in Bhishma’ii 
hands, have it last fallen through heedlessness!*®*** A heed- 
less person can never acquire knowledge, asceticism, pros- 
perity, or great renown ! Behold, Indra has obtained great 
happiness after slaying all his foes heedfully !“ Behold, tha 
few survivors among our foes have, through our heedlessness, 
slain so many sons and grandsons of kings each of whom • waa 
really like Indra himself ! Alas, they have perished like mer- 
chants with rich freights perishing through carelessness in a 
shallow stream after having crossed the great ocean !** They 
whose bodies are now lying on the bare ground, slain by 
those vindictive wretches, have without doubt ascended to 
heaven ! I grieve, however, for the princess Krishna ! Alas, 
she will be plunged today in an ocean of grief!** Hearing 
of the slaughter of her brothers and sons and her venerable 
sire, the king of the Panchalas, without doubt she will fall 
down senseless on the Earth ! Her body emaciated by grief, 
she will not rise again!** Unable to bear the grief resulting 
from such aftliction, and worthy as she is of happiness, alas, 
what will be her plight ? Cut to the quick by the slaughter of 
her sons and brothers, she will be like one scorched by fire T** 
Having in deep affliction indulged in these lamentations, that 
king of turn's race then addressed Nakula, saying,— *Go and 
bring the unfortunate princess Draupadi here along with all, 
her maternal relations!'” Obediently accepting that com- 
mand of the king who equalled Yama himself in righteousness, 
Nakula speedily proceeded on his car to the quarters of 
Draupadi where that princess resided with all the wives of 
the Panchala king.** Having despatched the sou of Madri, 
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Yudhisbfchira, crushed by grief, proceeded, with tears in bis 
'eyes and accompanied by those friends of his, to the* field on 
which bis sons had battled and which still teemed with diverse 
kinds of creatures.** Having entered that cursed field abound- 
ing with fierce sights, the king saw bis sons, well-wishers, and 
friends, all lying on the ground, covered with blood, their 
bodies mangled, and heads separated from their trunks,** Be- 
holding them in that plight, Yudishthira, that foremost of 
righteous men, became deeply affiicted. That chief of the 
Kurus then began to weep aloud and fell down on the Earth, 
deprived of hit senses, along with all his followers/"** 


Section XL 

Vai^ampayana said, — ‘^Beholding his sons, grandsons, and 
friends all slain in battle, the king’s soul became overwhelmejd 
with great grief, 0 Janamejaya !* Recollecting those sons and 
grandsons and brothers and allies, a deep sorrow took posses- 
sion of the illustrious monarch.* Senseless and trembling, his 
eyes were bathed in tears. His friends then, themselves filled 
with anxiety, began to comfort him.® At that time, Nakiila, 
skilled in executing errands, arrived there on his car of solar 
'eflfulgence, accompanied by the princess Krishna in great 
affliction.* She had been residing at Upaplavya. Having 
received that heart-rending intelligence about the slaughter of 
all her sons, she became exceedingly agitated.* Trembling 
like a plantain tree shaken by the wind, the princess Krishna, 
wived at the presence of Yudhishthira, fell down, afflicted 
by grief.® Her face, adorned with eyes resembling a couple 
of full-blown lotuses, seemed to be darkened by grief like the 
Sun himself when enveloped in darkness.^ Beholding her 
prostrate on the Barth, the wrathful Vrikodara, of prowess 
incapable of being baffled, advancing hastily, raised her up 
and clasped her with his arms.® The beautiful lady, comforted 
by Bhhnasena, began to weep, and addressing the eldest son 
of Pandu with his brothers, said*,— ‘By good luck, 0 monarch, 
having obtained the whole Earth, thou shalt enjoy her after 
slaughter of thy brave sons in the observance of KsbWriya 
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duties 1^® By good luck, 0 son of Pritha, thou art happy at 
the thought of having obtained the whole Earth ! By good 
luck, thy thoughts do not dwell on Subhadra^s son whose 
tread resembled that of an infuriate elephant 1*^ By good 
luck, thou dost not, like myself while residing at Upaplavya, 
recollect thy heroic sons slaughtered in the observance of 
Kshatriya duties !*• . 0 son of Pritha, hearing of the slaughter 
of those sleeping heroes by Drona's son of sinful deeds, 
grief burns me as if I were in the midst of a fire If 
Drona’s soji be not made to reap the fruit of that sitiful deed of 
his, — if, patting forth your prowess in battle, thou dost not 
tako the life of that wretch of sinful deeds, along with the lives 
of all his followers, — then, listen to me, ye Fandavas, I shall' 
ait here in Having said these words, the help- 

less Krishna, the daughter of Yajnasena, sat by the side of 
t^e eldest son of Pandu, viz., king Yudhishthira the just.*^ 
Tha royal sage Yudhishthira, of righteous soul, seeing his 
dear queen sit in Praya, addressed her, saying, — *0 auspicious 
lady, 0 thou that art conversant with morality, all thy sons 
and brothers have righteously met with a noble death I It be- 
hovefch thee not to grieve for them As regards Drona’s son,, 
he hath gone to a distant forest, 0 beautiful princess I How 
ahalt thou, 0 lady, make thyself sure of his fall in battle 

“Draupadi answered, — 'I have heard that Drona*s son hath 
a gem on his head, born with hini ! I shall see that gem 
brought to me after the slaughter of that wretch in battle I 
Placing that gem on thy head, O king, I shall endure to live f 
Even this is my resolve Having said these words unto the 
royal son of Pandu, the beautiful Krishna approached Bhima- 
sena and said these words of high purpose unto him :•*— 
‘Remembering the duties of a Kshatriya, 0 Bhima, it behov- 
'eth thea to come to my rescue! Slay that man of sinful 
deeds like Magavat slaying Camvara !** There is no one ' in ‘ 
this world who is equal to thee in prowess! It is known 
throughout the world how on an occasion of great calamity •• 
thqu becamest at the town of Yaranavata the refuge of all 
the P&rthas ! When again we were seen by Hidimva, it was 
thou that bocamost our refuge iu the same ^ay Like 
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Magavafc rescuing (his spouse, viz.,) the daughter of Puloma, 
thou hadst rescued my afflicted self, in Virata s city, from a 
great calamity !“* Like those great feats, 0 Partha, that 
thou hast achieved in former days, slay now, 0 slayer of foes, 
the son of Drona and be thou happy !’■•— Hearing ' these and 
^other piteous lamentations of the princess, Kuntis son Bhima- 
sena of great might could not endure them.*’ He mounted 
upon his great car adorned with gold, and took his beautiful 
bow with arrow placed on the string.** Making Nakula his 
charioteer, and resolved upon slaying the son of Drona, he 
began to stretch his bow and caiised his steeds to be urged 
without delay.** Those steeds, fleet as the wind, thus urged, 
0 tiger among men, proceeded with great speed.** Possessed 
of great valor and unfading energy, Bhima set out from the 
Pandava camp and proceeded with great celerity along the 
track of A5watthaman’3 vehicle.”** 


Section XII. 

VaiQampayana said, — “After the irresistible Bhimasena had 
set out, that bull of Yadu s race, possessed of eyes like lotus 
petals, addressed Kuru's son Yudhishthira, saying,* — ‘0 son of 
Pandu, this brother of thine, overwhelmed with grief at 
the slaughter of his sons, proceedeth alone to battle, from 
desire of slaying the son of Drona!* O bull of Bharatas 
race, of all thy brothers, Bhima is thy dearest! Beholding 
him fallen into a great danger why dost thou not stir thyself ?* 
The weapon called Brahma^ira, which that subjugator of 
hostile towns, viz., Drona, communicated to his son, is cap- 
able of consuming the whole world.* The illustrious and 
highly blessed preceptor, that foremost of all wielders of bows, 
delighted with Dhananjaya, had given him that very weapon.* 
Unable to endure it, his only son then begged it of him. Un- 
willingly he imparted the knowledge of that weapon to Agwat- 
tbaeSfan.* The illustrious Drona knew the restlessness of his 
Bon. Acquainted with all duties, the preceptor laid this conr- 
maud on/ him, saying,’ — Even when overtaken by the greatest 
jdauger, 0 child, iu the midst of tattle, thou shouldst never 
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use this weapon, particularly against human beings Even 
thus Jbhe preceptor Drona spoke unto his son. A little while 
after he again spoke, saying, — 0 bull among men, thou wilt 
not, it seems, walk in the path of the righteous !“ — Hearing 
those bitter words of his sire, the wicked- souled A 9 watthaman, 
in despair of obtaining every kind of prosperity, began in grief 
to wander over the Earth.*® Then, 0 chief the Kurus, while 
you were living in the woods, 0 Bharata, he came to Dwaraka 
and took up his abode there, worshipped by the Vrishnis.*^ 
One day, af(/er he had taken up his abode in Dwaraka, be 
came to me, without a companion and when I myself was 
without anybody by my side, on the sea-coast, and there smil- 
ingly addressing me, said,** — 0 Krishna, that weapon, called 
Brahma^ira, worshipped by gods and Gandharvas, which 
my sire, the preceptor of the Bharatas, of prowess incapable 
of being baffled, had obtained from Agastya after performing 
the aitsterest penances, is now with me, 0 Da 5 arha, as much 
as it is with my sire 0 foremost one of Yadu’s race, in 
exchange for that celestial weapon, give me thy discus which 
is capable of slaying all foes in battle!** — While he with join- 
ed hands and great importunity thus begged of me my discus, 
myself, 0 bull of Bharata s race, from desire of gladdening 
him, told him these words,** — Gods, DdnavaSj Gandhavvas, 
men, birds and snakes, assembled together, are not equal to 
even a hundredth part of my energy.* I have this bow, this 
dart, this discus, and this mace I I will give thee whichever 
amongst these thou desirest to have from me !** Without giv- 
ing me the weapon thou wishest to give, take from among 
these weapons of mine whichever thou mayst be able to wield 
and use in battle !**— Thus addressed, the illustrious son of 
Drona, as if challenging me, solicited at my hands my discus 
of excellent nave and hard as thunder, possessed of a thousand 
spokes, and made of iron.*®— Take it,— I said unto him. Thus 
addressed, he rose suddenly and seized the discus with his 
left hand.*^ . He failed, however, to even move the weapon 
from the spot on which it lay. He then made preparations 
for seising it with his right-hand.** Having seized it then 
very fifmly and having put forth all his strength, he still 
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foiled to either wield or move it At this, Ijrona’s son became 
filled with sorrow. After he was tired with thb exertions 
he made, he ceased, 0 Bharata !*•*** When he withdrew 
his heart from that purpose, I addressed the anxious and 
senseless A^watthaman and said,** — He who is always regard- 
ed as the foremost of all human beings, that wielder of 
Gdndiva, that warrior having white steeds yoked unto his 
car, that hero owning the prince of apes for the device on his 
standard,** that hero who, desirous of vanquishing in a 
wrestling encounter the god of gods, viz., the blue-throated 
lord of Uma, gratified the great Cankara himself,*^ that 
Phalguna than whom I have no dearer friend on Earth, that 
friend to whom there is nothing that I cannot give including 
my very wives and children,** that dear friend Partha of un- 
stained acts, never said unto me, O Brahmana, such words as 
these which thou hast uttered !** That son whom I obtained 
through ascetic penances and observance of austere Brahma- 
charya for twelve years on the breast of Himavat whither I 
had gone for the purpose,** that son of mine, viz., Prad- 
dyumna, of great energy and a portion of Sanatkumara him- 
self, begotten by me upon my wife Rukmini who had practised 
vows as austere as mine,** that hero even never solicited this 
best of objects, viz., this unrivalled discus, which thou of 
little understanding hast solicited!** Rama of great might 
never said such words to me ! Neither Gada, nor Camva, 
have ever asked that of me which thou hast asked !** No one 
among the other great car-warriors of the Vrishni and the 
Andhaka race residing in Dwaraka has ever asked this of me 
which thou hast asked !** Thou art the son of the preceptor 
of the Bharatas, thou art held in high respect by all the 
Yadavas ! Let me ask thee, O foremost of car warriors, with 
whom wouldst thou fight using this weapon ?*• — Thus address* 
ed by me, Drona’s son replied, saying, — After offering wor- 
ship to thee, O Krishna, it was my intention to fight thee, 

0 <thou of unfading glory !** It was for this, 0 Krishna, that 

1 sdlicited thee for thy discus which is adored by gods and 
Jiandvas l If I had got it I would then have becomo in^iu* 
oiible in the world Having failed, 0 Kegava, in obtaining 
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almost unattainable wish, I am about to leave thee, O 
Ooviiida ! Address me in fair words now !*• This terrible 
weapon is’ held by thee that art the foremost of all terrible 
persons ! Unrivalled art thou for this weapon ! There is none 
I else in this world capable of possessing it !**— Having said 
these words unto me, the son of Drona, taking many couples 
^ of steeds and much wealth and diverse kinds of gems, left 
Dwaraka He is wrathful, wicked souled, restless, and very 
j cruel 1 He knows the weapon called Bmhma^ira. Vrikodara 
I should be protected from him T 

Section XIII. 

Vai(jampayana said, — “Having said these words, that fore- 
: most of all wielders of weapons, viz., that delighter of all 
I the Itadavas, mounted upon bis excellent car equipt with 
every bind of powerful weapons.* Unto that vehicle were 
yoked two pairs of foremost steeds of the Kamvoja breed, that 
i were adorned with garlands of gold. The Lhur of that best 
of cars was of the hue of the morning sun.* On the right 
was yoked the steed known as Caivya j on the left was placed 
Siigriva ; the Pdrshni was borne by two others called Meghar 
I push pa and Valahaka.* There was seen on that car a 
celestial standard decked with gems and gold and created by 
the divine Artificer, and standing high like the Mdyd (of Vish- 
nu himself).* Upon that standard was Vinala’s son (Garuda) 
shining with great splendour. Indeed, that enemy of snakes 
^perched on the standard-top of Kegava who is Truth embodied.* 
"Then Hrishikega, that foremost of all bowmen, mounted on 
that car. After him Arjuna of irresistible feats and Yudhish- 
thira the king of the Kurus ascended the same vehicle.* Seated 
on that car, by the side of him of Dagarhas race who wielded 
the bow called parnya, the two sous of Pandu looked exceed- 
iogty beautiful; like the twin Agwins seated by the side of 
Vasava.* Gafesing them to ascend on that car of his which 
.>vas adored by all the world, he of Dagarha’s race urged 
[those Joremost of steads endued with great fleetness.*^ Those 
steeds then suddenly flew, taking after t}iem that excellent 
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tehiole ridden by the two sons of Panda and by that bull of 
Yadu’s race.* Endued with great speed, as those dnimals bore 
away the wielder of Qdmga, loud became the noise caused 
by their rush, like that of birds coursing through the air.‘* 
Proceeding with great speed, they soon came up, 0 bull of 
Bharata’s race, with the mighty bowman Bhimasena in whose 
wake they had followed." Although those great car-warriors 
met Bhiraa, they failed however to stop that son of Kunti, 
as, filled with wrath, he proceeded fiercely towards the foe." 
In the very sight of those illustrious and firm bov;men, Bhima, 
by means of his very fleet steeds, proceeded towards the bank 
of the river brought down by Bhagiratha.'* He beheld the 
high-souled and illustrious and dark-complexioned and islaiid- 
born Vyasa sitting near the edge of the water in the midst of 
many And he also saw Drona’s son of wicked deeds 

sitting beside them, covered with dnst, attired in a pi§ce of 
cloth made of Kuca grass, and smeared all over with .clarified 
butt^'r." The mighty-armed Bhimasena, the son of Kunti, 
taking up his bow with shaft fixed on it, rushed towards Agwat- 
thiiman, and said, — ‘Wait, wait;'" Drona’s son, beholding 
that terrible bowman coming towards him bow in hand, and 
hi.s two brothers on Janarddanu’s car,” became exceedingly 
agitated and thought his hour had come. Of soul incapable 
of being depressed, he called to his mind that high weapor 
(which he had obtained from his sire)." He then took up s 
blade of grass with his loft hand. Fallen into great distress, In 
inspired that blade of grass with proper mantras and convertec 
it into that powerful celestial weapon." Unable to brook th( 
arrows (of the Pandavas) and the presence of those wielder 
of celestial weapons, he uttered in wrath these terrible word; 
viz., — 'For the destruction of the Pandavas.’** Having sai 
these words, 0 tiger among kings, the valiant son of Dror 
let off that weapon for stupifying all the worlds.** A fire the 
was born in that blade of grass, which seemed capable ' 
consuming the three worlds like the all-destroying Yama ' 
the end of the rwflfa.”** 
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Va.i(?ampayana said,— "At the very outset the mighty* 
hero of Da 9 arha’a race understood from signs the inten- 
tion of Drona's son. Addressing Arjuna, he said,' — *0 Arjuna^ 

O son of P&ndu, the time is come for the use of that celestial 
weapon which is in thy memory and the knowledge of which 
was imparted to thee by Drona I* For protecting thyself as , 
also thy brothers, O Bharata, shoot in this battle that weapon 
which is capable of neutralising all weapons !'* Thus addressed 
by Ke^ava, Arjuna, that slayer of hostile heroes, quickly 
alighted frdba the car, taking with him his bow with shaft 
fixed on the string.^ Softly wishing good unto the preceptor’s 
son and then unto himself, and unto all his brothers, that 
scorcher of foes* then bowed unto all the gods and all bis 
superiors and let oflf his weapon, thinking of the welfare of 
all the worlds and uttering the words, — ‘Bet A(;watthaman*3 
wasipon be iioutr-alised by this weapon T* That weapon, quickly 
let o*flf by the wielder of Odndiva, blazed up with fierce flames 
like the ail-destroying fire that appears at the end of the 
Ftcgfa.’ Similarly, the weapon that had been shot by Drona’s 
son of fierce energy, blazed up with terrible flames within a 
huge sphere of Are.* Niiinerous peals of thunder were heard ; 
thousands of motors fell ; and all living creatures became 
inspired with great dread* The entire welkin seemed to be 
filled with noise and assumed a terrible aspect with those 
flames of fire. The whole Earth, with her mountains and 
waters and trees, trembled.'® Then the two great Riehis, viz., 
Narada who is the soul of every creature, and the grandsire 
of all the Bharata princes, (viz., Vyasa), beholding those two 
weapons scorching the three worlds, showed themselves there. 
The two Riskia sought to pacify the two heroes Aawatthaman 
and Dhananjaya.""'* Conversant with all duties and desirous 
of the welfare of all creatures, the two sages, possessed of 
great energy, stood in the midst of those two blazing weapons.'* 
Incapable of being overwhelmed by any force, those two illus- 
trious it'hahiBt placing themselves between the two weapons, 
Stood like two blazing fires.'* Incapable of being checked by 
any creature endued with lifCi and adored by gods and Dana^ 

7 
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vas^ they two acted in this way, neutralising the energy of tho 
two weapons and doing good to all the world.'* 

“The two Riahis said, — ‘Those great car-warriors who have 
fallen in this battle were acquainted with diverse kinds of 
weapons. They, however, never shot such a weapon upon 
human beings. What act of rashness is this, ye heroes, that 
ye have done V '*** 


Section XV. 

Vai 9 ampayana said, — *‘At the very sight, 0 tiger among 
men, of those two jRisAis possessed of splendour like that of fire, 
Dhananjaya quickly resolved to withdraw his celestial shaft.* 
Joining his hands, he addressed those Rishii, saying, — T used 
this weapon, saying, — Let it neutralise the (enemy's) weapon !* 
—If I withdraw this high weapon, Drona's son of sinful deeds 
will then, without doubt, consume ua all with the ener§;y 
of his weapon.* Ye two are like gods ! It behoveth you to 
devise some means by which our welfare as also that of the 
three worlds may be secured !'* — Having said these words, 
Dhananjaya withdrew his weapon 1 The withdrawal of that 
weapon by the gods themselves in battle is exceedingly diffi- 
cult,* Not excepting the great Indra himself, there was 
nobody save the son of Pandu, who was capable of withdraw- 
ing that high weapon after it had once been let off,® That 
weapon was born of Brahma energy. No person of unclean- 
sed soul can bring it back after it is once let off. Only one 
that leads the life of a Brahmaghdrin can do it.^ If one who 
has not practised the vow of Brahmacharya seeks to bring it 
back after having shot it, it strikes off his own head and 
destroys him with all his equipments.* Arjuna was a Brahma- 
charim and an observer of vows. Having obtained that al- 
most unobtainable weapon, he had never used it even when 
plunged into situations of the greatest danger.* Observant of 
tha vow of truth, possessed of great heroism, leading the life 
of a Brahmacharin, the son* of Pandu was submissive and 
obedient to all his superiors. It was for this that he sucr 
in withdrawing his weapon/® Drona's son, beholding 
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those two Rishia standing before him, could not by his energy 
withdraw his own terrible weapon.” Unable to withdraw the 
high weapon in battle, Drona’s son, 0 king, with a cheerless 
heart, said unto the island-born Riahi these words.^* — Threat- 
,ened by a great danger, and desirous of protecting my life, 
I let off this weapon, through fear of Bhimasena, 0 sage 
This Bhimasena of false behaviour, actedainfully, O holy one, 
while slaying the son of Dhritarashtra in b^i^e ia for 

this, O regenerate one, that of uncleansed soul as I aij^V; 1 l^t 
off this weapon! I dare *not, however withdraw it now!** 
Having inspired this irresistible and celestial weapon with the 
energy of fire, I let it off for the destruction of the Panda- 
vas/* Contrived for the destruction of the Pandavas, that 
weapon, therefore, will take away the lives of all the sons of 
Pandu,*^ O regenerate one, I have, in wrath, done this sinful 
de^dl I invoked this weapon in battle for the destruction 
of the Pandavas 

“Vyasa said, — ‘Pritha’s son Dhananjaya, 0 child, was ac- 
quainted with the weapon called Brahmagira, Neither from 
wrath, nor for thy destruction in battle, did ho shoot this 
weapon.** Arjuna, on the other hand, used it for bafl9ing 
thy weapon. He has again withdrawn it 1*® Having obtained 
even the Brahma weapon through thy sire’s instructions, the 
mighty-armed Dhananjaya did not fall off from a Kshatriya'a 
duties,** Arjuna is possessed of i»uch patience, and such 
honesty. He is, besides, conversant with every weapon. 
Why dost thou seek to compass the destruction of such a 
person with all his brothers ?** That region where the weapon 
called BraAmotfira is baffled by another high weapon, suffers 
a drought for twelve years for the clouds do not pour a drop- 
of water there for this period !*• For this reason, the mighty^- 
armed son of Pandu, although he had the power, would not 
still, from desire of doing good fjo living creatures, baffle thy 
weapon with his !** 'The Pande>vas should be protected; thy 
own self should be protected ; the kingdom also should be 
protected. Therefore, O thou of mighty-arms, withdraw this 
celestijal weapon of thine !*• Dispel this wrath from thy heai^^ 
^ud let the Pandavas be safe ! The royal sage Vudbishtbira 
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never desires to irin victory by perpetrating any sinful act!**^ 
Give unto those that gem which is on thy head. Taking that, 
the Pandavas will in return grant thee thy life T*’ 

**Drona’s son said, — ^*Thi3 my gem is more valuable than 
ail the wealth that has ever been earned by the Fandavas and 
the Kauravas If this gem is worn, the wearer ceases to 
have any fear from weapons or disease or hunger ! He ceases 
to have any fear of gods and Ddnavaa and Ndgaa His 
apprehensions from Rdkahaaaa as also from robbers will cease. 
Even these are the virtues of this gem of mine I*® I cannot, by 
any means, part with it That, however, O holy one, which 
thou sayest, should be done by me. Here is this gem ! Here 
is myself! This blade of grass {inspired into a fatal weapon) 
will, however,** fall into the wombs of the Pandava women, 
for this weapon is high and mighty, and incapable of being 
frustrated! 0 regenerate one, I am unable to withdraw^ it, 
having once let it off i** I will now throw this weapon into 
the wombs of the Pandava women. As regards thy commands 
in other respects, 0 holy one, I shall certainly obey them T** 
“Vy^a said, — 'Do then this. Do not, however, entertain 
any other purpose, O sinless one! Throwing this weapon 
into the wombs of the Pandava women, stop thyself T** 

Vai 9 ampayana continued, — "The son of Drona, having 
heard these words of the island-born, threw that uplifted 
weapan into the wombs of the Pandava women,’ "*•* 


Section XVL 

Vai^ampayana said, — "Understanding that that weapon was 
thrown (into the wombs of the Pandava women) by Drona^s 
son of sinful deeds, Hrishike^a, with a cheerful heart, said 
these words unto him ;* — ‘A certain Brahmana of pious vows, 
beholding VirSta's daughter who is now daughfcer-in-law to 
Arjuna, while she was at Upaplavya, said,*— While the Kuru 
liift will become extinct, a som will be born to thee. This 

• tb* mtanin, o{ thi:> is that .YudhUhthira would not 

killintf tbwi— T, 
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thy sohi for that raason, will be called by the name of Parik- 
shit I*-— The words of that pious man shall become true ! 
The Pandavaa shall have a son called Parikshit!’* Unto 
Qpvinda, that foremost one of the Satwata racoj while he wsusi 
saying thes6 words, Drona's son, filled with wrath, replied, 
saying,*— *Thia,’ O Ke^ava, that thou sayest from thy parti- 
ality for the Pandavas, shall not happen ! O thou of eyes 
like lotus petals, my words cannot but be fulfilled 1* Uplifted 
by me, this weapon of mine shall fall on the fcetus that is 
in the womb of Virata’s, daughter, — upon that foetus which 
thou, 0 Krishna, art desirous of protecting 1’^ 

“The holy one said, — ‘The fall of this mighty weapon will 
not be fruitless. The foetus will die. But being dead, it will 
live again and have a long life !• As regards thyself, all wise 
men know thee for a coward and a sinful wretch I Always 
engaged in sinful acts, thou art the slayer of children I For 
this reason, thou must have to bear the fruit of these thy 
sins!* For three thousand years thou thalt wander over this 
Earth, without a companion and without being able to talk 
with any one Alone and without anybody by thy side, 
thou shalt wander through diverse countries ! 0 wretch, 

thou shalt have no place in the midst of men The stench of 
puss and blood shall emanate from thee, and inaccessible for- 
ests and dreary moors shall be thy abode ! Thou shalt wander 
over the Earth, 0 thou of sinful soul, with the weight of all 
diseases on thee !‘* The heroic Parikshit, attaining to age 
and a knowledge of the Vedas and the practice of pious vows, 
shall obtain all weapons from the son Caradwat !** Having 
obtained a knowledge of all high weapons, and observant of 
all Kshatriya duties, that righteous-souled king shall rule the 
Earth for sixty years !** More than this, that boy shall become 
the mighty-armed king of the Kurus, known by the name of 
Parikshit, before thy very eyes, O thou of wicked soul !*• 
Though burnt by the energy of thy weapon’s fire, I shall 
revive him ! 0 lowest of men, behold the energy of my aus- 
terities and my truth 

“Yyasa said,— ‘Since, disregarding us, thou hast perpetrated 
this exceedingly cruel act/ and since tby behaviour is such 
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aUhough thou art a good Brahmana (by birth),” therefore; 
those excellent words that Devaki’s son has said, will, without 
doubt, be realised in thy case, an adopter as thou hast been 
of Kahatriya usages !'* 

‘‘A^watthaman saidr-r-'Witb. thyself among all 'men, 0 holy 
one, I shall live ! Let the words of this illustrious and fore- 
most of men become true !” 

Vaigampayana continued,— “Drona’s son then, having made 
over his gem to the high-souled Pandavas, cheerlessly pro- 
ceeded, before their eyes, to the forest.** The Fapdavas, who 
bad killed and chastised all their foes, placed Govinda and the 
island-born Krishna and the great ascetic Narada at their 
head, and taking the gem that was born with Acwatthaman, 
quickly came back to the intelligent Draupadi who was sitting 
in observance of the Praya vow.***'* 

Vai<;ampayana continued,— “Those tigers among men, borne 
by their excellent steeds resembling the wind in fieetness, 
came back, with him of Dagarha's race, to their encamp- 
ment.*' Speedily alighting from their cars, those great car- 
warriors, themselves much more afflicted, beheld, Drupada’s 
daughter Krishna afflicted with woe.** Approaching the 
cheerless princess stricken with sorrow and grief, the Pandavas 
with Ke 9 ava, sat round her." Then the mighty Bhimasena, 
desired by the king, gave that celestial gem unto her and said 
these words ;*'— 'This gem, O amiable lady, is thine ! The 
slayer of thy sons hath been vanquished ! Rise, casting off 
thy sorrow, and recollect the duties of a Kshatriya lady !” 
O thou of black eyes, when Yasudeva was about to set out 
(from Upaplavya) on his mission of peace, thou hadst, 0 timid 
lady, said even these words unto the slayer of Madhu :*' — I 
have no husbands ! I have no sons, nor brothers ! Nor art 
thou alive, 0 Govinda, since the king desires for peace!** — 
Those bitter words were addressed by thee to Krishna, that 
foremost of persons ! It behovetb thee to recollect those words 
of'thine that were so consistent with H^^shatriya usages !'* 
The wretched Duryodhana, that obstacle on the way of our 
soveieignty, has been slain. I have quaffed the blood of the 
liying Dusgasana We have paid off the debt we owed to 
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our enemy ! People, while talking, will not be able to cen- 
sure U3 any longer I Having vanquished Drona's son, we 
have set him free for the sake of his being a Srahmana and 
of the respect that should be shown to our deceased pre- 
ceptor !•• His fame hath been destroyed, O goddess, only his 
body remains ! He has been divested of his gem and on Earth 
he has been reft of his weapons 

“Draupadi said, — ‘I desired to only pay oflF our debt for the 
injury we have sustained. The preceptor s son is worthy of 
my reverence^ as the preceptor himself Let the king bind 
this gem on his head, 0 Bharata ! — The king then, taking 
that gem, placed it on his head, at the desire of Draupadi 
and regarding it as a gift from the preceptor.” Holding on 
his head that excellent and celestial gem, the puissant king 
looked beautiful like a mountain with the moon above it.” 
Though stricken with grief on account of the death of her 
sons, the princess Draupadi, possessed of great mental strength, 
gave up her vow. Then king Yudhishthira enquired of the 
mighty-armed Krishna, saying the following words/'*’^ 


Section XVII, 

Vai<jarapayana said, — “After all the troops had been slain 
during the hour of sleep by those three car-warriors, king 
Yudhishthira in great grief said thesf words unto him of 
bf Da9arha’3 race How, O Krishna, could my sons, all of 
whom were mighty car-warriors, bo slaughtered by the sinful 
and wretched A(;waUhiman of no great skill in battle?* How 
also could Drona*s son slay the children of Drupada, all of 
whom were accomplished in weapons, possessed of great pro- 
wess, and capable of battling with hundreds of thousands of 
foes ?• How could he slay that foremost of car-warriors, viz., 
Dhrishtadyurana, before whom the great bowman Drona him- 
self could not appear ?* What act was done by the precep- 
tor’s son, 0 bull among men, in consequence of which he suc- 
ceeded in slaying, single-handed, all our men in battle ?’* 

“The holy one said, — ‘Verily, Drona’s son had sought the 
of that' highest of all the gods, viz., the eternal Mahadeija 
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It was for thU that he succeeded in slaying, single-handed, so 
large a number of warriors.* If Mahadeva be gratified, he 
can bestow even immortality ! Girina can give such valour aa 
will succeed in checking Indra himself.' 1 know Mahadeva 
truly, 0 bull of Bharata's race ! I know also his various acts 
of old !* He, 0 Bharata, is the beginning, the middle, and 
the end of all creatures ! This entire universe acts and moves 
through his energy The puissant Grandsire, desirous of 
creating living creatures, saw Rudra ; and the Grandsire asked 
him, saying, — Create living creatures without delay I*® — Thus 
asked, Rudra of twany locks, saying, — So be it! — plunged 
into the water and practised austerities for a long time, inas- 
much as he was sensible of the defects of living creatures/' 
Having waited in expectation of Rudra for a very long 
time, the Grandsire, by a fiat of his will, invoked intc 
existence another being for making him the creator of all 
kinds of living things.** Beholding Girina plunged into th( 
waters, this (second) being, said unto his sire, — If there be 
no being born before me, then I will create living creatures !‘* 
— His sire replied unto him. saying, — There is no other first- 
born being besides thee ! This Sthanu has plunged into the 
water ! Go and create living creatures, without any anxiety!** 
— That being then created many living creatures, having | 
Daksha for their first, who created all these creatures of four 
kinds.** As soon, however, as they were created, they ran, 0 
king, towords their sire, afflicted with hunger and desirous of 
devouring him.** The second being whom Brahman had creat- 
ed, thereupon ran towards him, desirous of protection from 
his own offspring. And he said unto the Grandsire, — 0 illus- , 
trious one, protect me from these, and let these creatures have 
their food assigned unto them !** — Then the Grandsire assigned 
herbs and plants and other vegetables as their food, and unto 
those that were strong he assigned the weaker creatures as 
the means of sustenance.'* Their sustenance having been 
thus assigned, the newly created creatures all went away to 
regions they pleased, and cheerfully multiplied by union with 
their respective species.'* After the creatures had multiplied 
and the Grandsire bad become well pleased^ the first-born 
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rdsd from rrater and beheld the living creation.** He satr 
that diversh kinds of creatures had been created and that 
they had * multiplied by their own energy^ At this sight, 
Budra became angry and caused bis procreatire limb to dis- 
appear in th>3 bowels of the Earth. The unfading Brahman, 
soothing him by soft words, said unto him — 0 Sarva, what/ 

wert thou doing so long within the water ? For what reaso/ 
also hast thou caused thy limb of generation to disappear A 
the bowels of the Earth ?•• — Thus questioned, that lord of 
universe wrathfully answered the lord Brahman,— SomeV% 
else has created all these creatures ! What purpose 
would be served by this limb of mine ?*** I hare, \ 
austerities, 0 Orandaire, created food for all theae ci^tures. 
These herbs and plants also will multiply like ^iiose 
sabaist upon them 1“ — Having said these wf^ds, Bhf<^®' 
awaj, in cheerless ness and rage, to the fc^t of the 
mountains for practising severer austeri^®®* ** 


Section 

“The holy one said, — ‘Aft>' Krita had elapsed, 

the gods, desirous of perforr*^? ^ sacrifice, iuly made pre- 
parations for one accordin'^ directions Aid down in the 
Vedas.' They collected-^^*^^®®^ and the other requi- 

sites. And they not'*^^^ devised what th^ requisites of their 
sacrifice should b^ determined ^ose amongst them- 
selves that shou^' ® ,iacrificial offerings.* 

Not knowing truly, the celestials^ 0 king, assigned no 
share for divii^ SthanuA Seeiij^ that the celestials 
assigned ^ diare in the sacrificial ofiferings, Stbanu, 

clad ir^®®^ skins, /esired to destroy tUat Sacrifice and with 
th^f objedt const/icted a bow.* There are four kinds of 
Jticrifices, viz^, /iie io/ca-Sacrifice, the Sacrifice of espicial 
rites, thd eternflk|domestic Sacrifice, and the Sacrifice consist- 

* The lease eejfas to be that both food and creatures having been 

ordaimfd after tW fashion, there was no further need of a creative 

priociple, HencAudra*! wrath.— T. 
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ing in the gratification derived by man from his -enjoymenl 
-of the five elemental snbatances and their compounds. It is 
from these four kinds of Sacrifice that the universe* has 
sprung.** Eaparddin constructed that bow using as materiaia 
the first and the fourth kinds of Sacrifices. The length of 
that bow was five cubits.* The Busted (mantra) Vashat, 0 
Bharata, was made its string. The four parts, of which a 
Sacrifice consists, became the adornments of that bow.* Then 
•^ahadeva, filled with rage, and taking up that bow, proceeded 
*®th8t spot where the celestials were engaged in thjir Sacrifice.' 
•Bedding the unfading Rudra arrive there attired as a Brah- 
and armed with that bow, the goddess Earth shrank 
with'^ar ani the very mountaans began to tremble.* The very 
•wind ^ased totnove, and fire itself, though fed, did not blaze 
ibrth. ’’he stars «a the firmament, in anxiety, began to wander 
-in irrcg«a]..t'ourses:* The Sun’s splendour decreased. ^The 
disc of th Moon lost tg beauty. The entire welkin 'became 
enveloped n a thick gi-om,'* The celestials, overwhelmed, 
knew not wiat to do. Th<, Sacrifice ceased to blaze forth. 
The gods wg»» all terrified.* Rufira then pierced the em- 
‘kodiment of Sacrifice with a fi*>c^ shaft in the heart. The 
embodied form of Sacrifice, ass^jng ti,e shape of a deer, 
fied away, with the god of fire." Approaching heaven in 
that form, he Hazed forth in beujy Rudra, however, 
■O Yudhishthira, pursued him throug ^he skies.** After 
Sacrifice had fled avay, the gods lost their jjg,. 

•ing lost their sensis, the gods were stupiu^ n ^he 


* Nilakantha explaiw the four 'kinds- o! »»e»fice DMntioo« m 

iollnwe Ao*a-sacrifice means the desire cherish^ by everybodj^g, b*. 
ing regarded as good; iTriyd-saeriece means tie especial ritesper- 
formed on especial occaiow ; ffriAa-sacrifice is the jaily performance of 
those religiose rites that ire enjoined in the sclptures, snch as th* 
» Apnt-*orro, fcc., &c. 'Lastly, Ari-sacrifice is the ehoyment by man of 
the things amidst which his life is cast and the lippinesa he derives 
from that enjoyment. How the universe can be saido depend upon or 

te have sprung from these four kinde of sacrifice is ^ore than what I 
can underitand.— T. 
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,ihree-eyed MahUdeva, with his bow, broke in rage the arms of 
fSavitri, aAd plncked out the eyes of Bhaga and the teeth of 
FttsUna.'^ The gods then fled away, as also all the several 
parts of Sacrifice. Some amongst them, reeling as they 
sought to fly away, fell down senseless.’^ The blue-throated 
Budra, having agitated them thus, laughed aloud and whirl- 
ing the horn of his bow, paralysed them.’* The celestiala’’ 
then uttered a cry. At their command, the string of the bow 
broke. The string having broken, the bow became stretched 
into a line. ’* The gods then approached the bowless god of 
gods and, with the embodied form of Sacrifice, sought the 
protection of the puissant Mahadeva and endeavoured to gratify 
him.** Gratified, the great god threw his wrath into the water. 
0 king, that wrath, assuming the form of fire, is always 
employed in consuming that liquid element.** He then gave 
uqlio Savitri his arms, Bhaga his eyes, and Pushna his teeth. 
And he also restored the Sacrifices themselves, 0 Pandava!** 
The world once more became safe and sound. The gods as- 
signed unto Mahadeva all the libations of clarified butter as 
the share of great deity.*' 0 monarch, when Mahadeva had 
become angry, the whole world had thus become agitated ; 
when he became gratified, everything became safe. Possessed 
of great energy, the god Mahadeva was gratified with A^wat- 
thaman.** It was for this that thy sons, those mighty car- 
warriors, could be slain by that wan ior. It was for this that 
many other heroes, viz., the Panchalas, with all their fol- 
lowers, could be slain by him.** Thou shouldst not suffer thy 
mind to dwell on it. It was not Drona’s son that accomplished 
that act. It was done through the grace of Mahadeva. Do 
now what should next bo done.’ "'* 
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Section I, 

(JaUipraddnika I'arva ). 

Ihwiiifj doioi unto Ndriiyana, and Nara the foremost of 
male h‘.ings, and unio the goddess Sarasvjati, must the word 
JA YA he uttered. 

Janamejava said, — “After Diiryodhana had fallen and after 
all the warriers also had fallen, what, 0 sage, did king Dhrita- 
rashSra do on receipt of the intelligence ?‘ What also did the 
high aouled Kura king Yudhishthira the son of Dharma do? 
What did the three survivors (of the Kuril army, viz.,) Kripa 
and the others do ?* I have heard everything about the feats 
of Aijwatthaman. Tell me what happened after that mutual 
dinunciation of curses. Tell me all that Sanjaya said unto 
the blind old king !’’* 

Vaicjainpriyana said, — ‘ After he liad lost his century of 
sons, king Dhritarashtra, aillicted with grief on that account, 
cheerless, and looking like a tree shorn ot its branches, became 
overwhelmed with anxiety and lost his power of speech** 
i’osses.sed of great wisdom, Sanjaya, approaching the monarch, 
addressed him, s.aying, — ‘Why dost thou grieve, 0 monarch? 
Grief does not serve anypurposel* Eight and ten Akshauhinis 
of combatants, 0 king, have been slain 1 The Earth hath 
become desolate, and is almost empty now !* Kings of diverse 
realms, hailing from diverse quarters, united with thy son 
(for aiding him in battle) and have all laid down their lives ; 
Let now the obsequial rites of tlu' sires and sons and grand- 
sons and kinsmen and friends and preceptors be performed 
ill due order !’ ”* 
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Val^’rampIiyaTia continued, — “Destitute of sons and counsel- 
lors and all his friends, king Dhritarashtra of great energy sud- 
denly fell down on the Earth like a tree uprooted by the wind.’ 

“Dhritarashtra said, — 'Destitute as I am of sons and conn- 
scllers and all my friends, I shall, without doubt, have to 
wander in sorrow over the Earth !*’ What need have I now 
of life itself, reft as I am of kinsmen and friends and resem- 
bling as I do a Bird shorn of its wingvS and afflicted with 
decrepitude Shorn of kingdom, deprived of kiiismen, and 
destitute of eyes, I cannot, O thou of great wisdom, shine 
any longer on Earth like a luminary shorn of its splen- 
dours I did not follow the counsels of friends, of tTama- 
dagni s son, of the celestial Riski Narada, and of the island- 
born Krishna, while they offered mo counsel!*^ In the midst 
of the assembly, Krishna told me what was for my good, say- 
ing, — A truce to hostilities, 0 king ! Let thy son take tho 
whole kingdom I (Give but five villages to the randaYa.s) ! — 
Fool that I was, for not following that advice, I am now 
obliged to repent so poignantly I did not listen to the 

righteous counsels of Bhishma ! Alas, having heard of the 
slaJighter of Duryodhana whose roars were as deep as those of 
a bull,** having heard also of the death of Dusejasana and the 
extinction of Kama and the setting of the Drona-sun, my 
heart does not break into pieces !** I do not, 0 Sanjaya, 
remember any evil act committed by me in former days, whose 
consequences, fool that lam, I am suffering today !*’ AVith- 
out doubt, I committed great sins in my former lives, for 
which the supreme Ordaincr has set me to endure such a 
measure of grief This destruction of all my kinsmen, this 
extermination of all my well-wishers and friends, at this old 
age, has come upon mo through the force of Destiny. What 
other man is there on Earth who is more afflicted than my 
wretched self ?*’ Since It is so, let the Pandavas behold me 
this very day firmly resolved to betake myself to the long way 
that leads to the regions of Brahman f 


* The eense seems to be that Dhritarashtra expresses a wish for he- 

taking himself to the woods for preparing himself for death.— T. 
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Vai^ampayana continued,— ‘ While king Dhritarashtra was 
indulging in such lamentations, Sanjaya addressed him in the 
following words for dispelling his grief.‘*— ‘Cast off thy grief, 
O monarch ! Thou hast heard the conclusions of the Vedas and 
the contents of diverse scriptures and holy writ, from the lips 
of the old, 0 king ! Thou hast heard those words which the 
sages said unto Srinjaya while the latter was afflicted with* 
grief on account of the death of his son !” When thy son, 
O monarch, caught the pride that is born of youth, thou didst 
not accepUthe counsels offered unto thee by thy well-wishers. 
Desirous of fruit, thou didst not, through covetousness, do 
what was really for thy benefit!*® Thy own intelligence, like a 
sharp sword, has wounded thee. Thou didst generally pay court 
to those that were of wicked behaviour 1** Thy son had Dus^tr- 
sana for his counseller, and the wicked-souled son of Radha, 
and the equally wicked Cakuni, and Chritrasena of foolish 
uud<irstanding, and Calya. Thy son (by his own behaviour) 
made the whole world his enemy.*® Thy son, 0 Bharata, did 
not obey the words of Bhishraa the reverened chief of the 
Kurus, of Gandhari and Vidiira, of Drona, O king, of Kripa 
the son of Caradwat, of the mighty-armed Krishna, of the in- 
telligent Narada, of many other iJis/tieJ, and of Vyasa himself 
of immeasurable energy !**"*^ Though possessed of prowess, 
thy son was of litblo intelligence, T»roud, always desirous of 
battle, wicked, ungovernable, alid discontented.** Thou art 
possessed of learning and intelligence and art always truthful! 
They that are so righteous and possessed of such intelligence 
as thou, are never stupified by grief !** Virtue was regarded 
by none. Battle was the one word on their lips. For this the 
Kshatriya order has been exterminated and the fame of thy 
foes enhanced!®® Thou hadst occupied the position of an 
umpire, bvit thou didst not utter one word of salutary advice; 
Unfitted us thou wert for the task, thou didst not hold the 
scales evenly.** Every person should, at the outset, adopt 
such a beneficial line of action that he may not have, in the- 
end, to repent for something already done by him.®* Througlt 
affection for thy son, 0 monarch, thou didst what was agreeable 
lio Duryodhaua, Thou art obliged to repent for that now ! It 
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behoveth theo, however, not to give way to grief The man 
whose eyes are directed towards only the honey without being 
once directed to the fall, meets with destruction through his 
covetousness for honey. Such a man is obliged to repent 
even like thee !** The man who indulges in grief -never wins 
wealth. By grieving one loses the fruits one desires. Grief is 
*'again an obstacle to the acquision of objects dear to us. The 
man who gives way to grief loses even his salvation.** The 
man who shrouds a burning coal within the folds of his attire 
and is burnt by the fire that is kindled by it, wo,uld be pro- 
nounced a fool if he grieves for his injuries.** Thyself, with 
thy son, hadst, with your words, fanned the Partha-firc, and 
with your covetousness acting as clarified butter caused that 
fire to blaze forth, into consumiug flames.*^ When that fire 
thus blazed forth thy sons fell into it like insects. It behov- 
eth theo not, however, to grieve for them now that they h^ve 
all been burnt in the fire of the enemy’s arrows.** The J^ear- 
stained face, 0 king, which thou bearcst now is not approved 
by the scriptures or praised by the wise.** These tears, like 
sparks of fire, burn the dead for whom they arc shed. Kill 
thy grief with thy intelligence, and bear thyself up with the 
strength of thy own self!'*® Thus was the king comforted by 
the high-souled Sanjaya. Vidura then, 0 scorcher of foes, once 
again addressed the king, displaying great intelligence,”*^ 


Section II, 

Vaiejampayana said, — '‘Listen, 0 Janamejaya, to the nectar- 
like words that Vidura said unto the son of Vichitravirya and 
by which he gladdened that bull among men 

‘ Vidura said, — ‘Rise, 0 king 1 Why art thou stretched on 
the Earth ? Bear thyself up with thy own self ! 0 king, even 
this is the final end of all living creatures!* Everything 
mussed together ends in destruction ; everything that gets high 
is sure to fall down. Union is certain to end in separation ; 
life is sure to end in death.* The Destroyer, 0 Bharata, drags 
both the hero and the coward. Why then, 0 bull amongst 
KshMriyas, should not Kshatriyas engage in battle?* Ho 
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that docs not fight is seen to die. He, again, that fights, is 
seen to escape with life. When, however, ones time comes, O 
king, ono' cannot escape.* As regards living creatures, they are 
non-existent at first. They exist in the period that intervenes. 
In the end they once more become nonexistent. What matter 
of grief then is there in this The man that indulges in grief 
succeeds not in meeting with the dead. By indulging in grief,* 
one docs not himself die. When the course of the world is such, 
why dost thou indulge in sorrow Death drags all creatures, 
even the gojls. There is none dear or hateful to death, 0 best 
of the Kurus 1* As the wind tears off the tops of all blades 
of grass, even so, 0 bull of Bharata’s race, Death overmasters 
all creatures.® All creatures are like members of a caravan 
bound for the same destination. (When death will encounter 
all) it matters very little whom he meets with first.'® It be- 
hoveth thee not, 0 king, to grieve for those that have been 
slain, in battle. If the scriptures are any authority, all of 
thorn must have obtained the highest end.“ All of them 
were versed in the Vedas ; all of them had observed vows. 
Facing the foe, all of them have met with death. What 
matter of sorrow is there in this ?'* Invisible they had been 
(before birth). Having come from that unknown region, they 
have once more become invisible. They are not thine, nor art 
thou theirs. What grief then is there in such disappearance ?'* 
If slain, one wins heaven. By. slaying, fame. is won. Both 
these, with respect to us, are productive of great merit. 
Battle, therefore, is not bootless.'* No doubt, Indra will 
contrive for them regions capable of granting every wish. 
These, 0 bull among men, become the guests of Indra.'* 
Men cannot, by sacrifices with profuse gifts, by ascetic pen- 
ances and by learning, go so speedily to heaven as heroes 
slain in battle.'* On the bodies of hostile heroes constitu- 
ting the sacrificial fire, they poured their arrowy libations. 
Possessed of groat energy, they had in return to endure the 
arrowy libations (poured upon them by their enemies).'^ 
I tell thee, 0 king, that for a Kshatriya in this world there 
is* not a better road to heaven than battle!'* They were 
all high-soulcd Kshatriyas ; possessed of bravery, th6y were 
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ornaraenfes of assemblies. They have attained to a high state 
of blessedness. They are not persons for whom we should 
grieve!*® Comforting thyself by thy own self, cease to grieve 
O bull among men ! It behoveth thee not to suffer thyself to 
be overwhelmed with sorrow and to abandon all action I*® 
There are thousands of mothers and fathers and sons and wives 
in this world. Whose are they, and whose are we ?** From 
day to day thousands of causes spring up for sorrow and thou- 
sands of causes for fear. These, however, affect the ignorant 
but are nothing to him that is wise,** There is nq-ne dear or 
hateful to Time, 0 be^t of the Kurus ! Time is indifferent to 
none. All are equally dragged by time.** Time causeth 
all creatures to grow, and it is Time that destroyeth every- 
thing. When all else is asleep, Time is awake. Time is 
irresistible.** Youth, beauty, life, possessions, health, and 
the companionship of friends, all are unstable. He that^ is 
wise will never covet any of these.** It behoveth thee nat to 
grieve for what is universal. A person may, by indulging in 
grief, himself perish, but grief itself, by being indulged in, 
never becomes light.*® If thou feelest thy grief to bo heavy, 
it should be counteracted by not indulging in it. Even this is 
the medicine for grief, viz., that one should not indulge in it.*^ 
By dwelling on it, one cannot lessen it. On the other hand, 
it grows with indulgence. Upon the advent of evil or upon 
the bereavement of something that is dear, only they that are 
of little intelligence suffer their minds to be afflicted with 
grie^? This is neither Profit, nor Religion, nor Happiness, on 
whic^by heart is dwelling.** The indulgence of grief is the 
certain means of one’s losing one’s objects. Through it, one 
falls away from the three great ends of life (viz., religion, 
profit, and pleasure). They that are destitute of contentment, 
are stupified on the accession of vicissitudes dependent up on 
the possession of wealth. They, however, that arc wise, are, 
on the other hand, unaffected by such vicissitudes. One should 
kilt mental grief by wisdom, just as physical grief should bo 
killed by medicine. Wisdom hath this power. They, however, 
that are foolish, can never abtain transquillity of soul.*®“®* TKo 
acts of a former life closely folldw a mail, insomuch that they 
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lie by him when he lies down, stay by him when he stays, and 
run with him when he runs.** In those c^ditions of life in 
whicTi one acts Avell or ill, one enjoys or aimers the fruit there- 
of in similar conditons.” In those forms (of physical organi- 
sation) in which one performs particular acts, one enjoys or 
suffers the fruits thereof in similar forms.** One s own self 
is one's own friend, as', indeed, one's own self is one’s own 
enemy. Ono’s own self is the witness of one’s acts, good 
and evil.** From good acts springs a state of happiness, from 
sinful d^eds springs woe. One always obtains the fruit of 
one’s acts. One never enjoys or suffi^rs weal or woe that is 
not the fruit of one’s own acts.** Intelligent persons like 
thee, 0 king, never sink in sinful enormities that are dis- 
approved by knowledge and that strike at the very root 
(of virtue and happiness).* ”” 


Section III. 

“Dhritarashtra said,— ‘0 thou of great wisdom, my grief 
has been dispelled by thy excellent words ! I desire, however, 
to again hoar thee speak.* How, indeed, do those that are 
wise free themselves from mental grief born of the advent of 
evils and the bereavement of objects that are dear 

**Vidura said, — *He that is wise obtains tranquillity by 
subduing both grief and joy through neans by which one may 
escape from grief and joy.* AH those things about which w’e are 
anxious, 0 bull among men, is ephemeral. Ihe world 
a plantain tree, without enduring strength.* Since tli|jpise 
and the foolish, the rich and the poor, all, divested of their an- 
xieties, sleep on the crematorium, with bodies reft of flesh and 
full of bare bones and shrivelled sinews,* whom amongst them 
will the survivors look upon as possessed of distinguishing 
marks by which the attributes of birth and beauty may be 
ascertained? (When all are equal in death) why sould human 
beings, whose understandings are always decieved (bv the 

things of this world) covet one another's rank and position?* 

The learned say that the bodies of men are like houses. In 
time these are destroyed, There is one being, however, that 
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is oterrial.^ As a person, casting off one attire, Avhether old 
or new, wears anot^r, even such is the case with ^ho bodies 
of all embodied bWngs.® 0 son of Vichitravirya, .creatures 
obtain weal or woe as the fruit of their own acts.® Through 
their acts they obtain heaven, O Bharata, or bliss, or woe. 
Whether able or unable, they have to bear their burdens which 
-^are the result of their own acts.*^ .As amongst earthen po'ts 
some break while still on the potter’s wheel, some while par- 
tially shaped, some as soon as brought into shape, some after 
removal from the wheel, some while in course of being romov- 

» r ^ 

ed, some after removal, some while wet, some while dry, 
some while being burnt, some while being removed from the 
kiln, some after removal therefrom, and some while being 
used, even such is the case with the bodies of ombodied 
creatures.""*® Some arc destroyed while yet in the Avomb. 
some after coming out of the womb, some on the day after, 
some on the expiration of a fortnight or of a month, some on 
the expiration of a year or of two years, some in youth, some 
in middle age, and some when old.**"*® Creatures are born or 
destroyed according to their acts in previous lives. When such 
is the course of the wujrld, why do yon then indulge in grief?*® 
As men, while swimming in sport on the water, sometimes 
dive and sometimes emerge, 0 king, even so creatures sink 
and emerge in life’s stream. They that are of little wisdom 
suffer or meet with destruction as the result of their own 
acts.*^"*® They, however, that are wise, observant of virtue, 
and desirous of doing good unto all living creatures, they, 
acqviainted with the real nature of the appearance of creatures 
in this world, attain at last to the highest 


Section IV. 

*‘Dhritarasbtra said, — '0 foremost of speakers, how may 
the wilderness of this world be known ? 1 desire to hear this ? 

Asked by me, tell me this !’* 

’^Vidura said, — T will describe to thee all the acts of crea- 
tures from their first conception. At the outset it lives in the 
admixture of blood and the vital fluid, Then it grows little 
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by little.* Then on the expiry of the fifth month it assiimea 
shape.* It next becomea a foetus with all its limbs completed, 
lives in a very impure place, covered with flesh and 
: ].* Then, through the action of the wind, its lower limbs 

are turned upwards and the head comes downwards. Arriving 
in this posture at the mouth of the uterus, it suffers manifold 
woes.* In consequence of the contractions of the uterus, the, 
creature then corner out of it, endued with the results of 
all his previous acts. He then encounters in this world other 
evils that rush towards him. Calamities proceed towards 
him like dogs at the scent of meat.* Next diverse diseases 
approach him while he is enchained by his previous acts.* 
Bound by the chains of the senses and women and wealth and 
other sweet things of life, diverse evil practices also approach 
him then, 0 king !’ Seized by these, he never obtains happi- 
ness. At that season he succeeds not in obtaining the fruit 
of ‘his acts, right or wrong. They, however, that set their 
hearts on reflection, succeed in protecting their souls.' The 
person governed by his senses does not know that death has 
come at his door. At last, dragged by the messengers of the 
Destroyer, he meets with destruction at the appointed time.* 
Agitated by his senses, whatever of good and evil he has dona 
has been done at the outset. Having enjoyed or suffered the 
fruits of these, ho once more becomes indifferent to his acta 
of self- 3 laugter..‘° Alas, the world is deceived, and covetousnesa 
brings it under its dominion ! Deprived of understanding by 
covetousness, wrath, and fear, one knows not ones own self! 
Filled with joy at one’s own respectability of birth, one is seen 
to traduse those that are not high-born ! Swelled also with 
pride of wealth, one is seen to contemt tlie poor !‘* One regards 
others to he ignorant fools, but seldom takes a survey of one’s 
own self. One attributes faults to others but never desires to 
punish one’s own self." Since the wise and the ignorant, the 
rich and the poor, the high-born and the low-born, the honored 
and the dishonored,'* all go to the place of the dead and sleep 
there freed from every anxiety, with bodies divested of flesh 
and full only of bones united by dried up tendons." whom 
amongst them would the survivors look upon as distinguishecl 
2 
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above the others and by what signs would they asceftain the 
attributes of birth and beauty ?** When all, stretphed after 
the same fashion, sleep on the bare ground, why then should 
DQGn, taking leave of their senses, desire to deceive one an- 
other Ho that, looking at this saying (in the scriptures) 
with his own eyes or hearing it from others, practiseth virtue 
in this unstable world of life and adhereth to it from early 
age, attaineth to the highest end.** Learning all this, he 
that adhereth to Truth, 0 king, succeedeth in passing over 
all paths/"*** 


Section V. 

•Dhritar&shtra said,— Tell me in detail everything about 
the ways of that intelligence by which this wilderness of 
duties may be safely covered 1* 

“Vidura said, — “Having bowed down to the Self-creat*e, I 
will obey thy behest by telling thee how the great sages ^peak 
of the wilderness of life.* A certain Brahmana, living in the 
great world, found himself on one occasion in a large inac- 
cessible forest teeming with beasts of prey.* It abounded on 
every side with lions and tigers and other animals looking like 
elephants, all of which were engaged in roaring aloud. Such 
was the aspect of that forest that Yarna himself would take 
fright at it.^ Beholding the forest, the heart of the Brahmana 
became exceedingly agitated. His hair stood on end, and 
other signs of fear manifested themselves, 0 scorcher of foes !• 
Entering it, ho began to run hither and thither, casting his 
eyes on every point of the compass for finding out somebody 
whose shelter he might seek.* Wishing to avoid those terrible 
creatures, he ran in fright. He could nut succeed, however, in 
distancing them or freeing himself from their presence.’ He 
then saw that that terrible forest was surrounded with a net, 
and that a frightful woman stood there, stretching her arms.® 
That large forest was also encompassed by many five-headed 
sitake s of dre adful forms, tall as cL ffs and touching the 
* A fiijurative expression, meaning, obtains all kinds of blessed# 
vaeea.— T, ^ 
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very heavens.* Within it was a pit whose mouth was 
covered Vith many hard and unyielding creepers and herbs.'* 
The Brahmana, in course of his wanderings, fell into that in- 
visible pit. He became entangled in those clusters of creepers 
that were’ interwoven with one another," like the large fruit 
of a jack tree hangiug by its stalk. He continued to hang 
there, feet upwards and head downwards." While in that* 
posture, diverse other calamities overtook him. He beheld a 
large and mighty snake within the pit. He also saw a gigantic 
elephant near its mouth." That elephant, dark in com- 
plexion, had six faces and twelve feet. And the animal 
gradually approached that pit covered with creepers and 
trees." About the twigs of the tree (that stood at the mouth 
of the pit) roved many bees of frightful forms, employed from 
before in drinking the honey gathered in their comb about 
w|jich they swarmed in large numbers." Ilepeatedly they 
desijred, 0 bull of Bharata’s race, to taste that honey v/hich 
though sweet to all creatures could however, attract children 
only." The honey (collected in the comb) fell in many jets 
below. The person who was hanging in the pit continually 
drank those jets.'* Employed, in such a distressful situation, 
in drinking that honey, his thirst, however, could not be ap- 
peased. Unsatiated with repeated draughts, the person desired 
for more.'* Even then, 0 king, he did not become indifferent 
to life. Even there, the man continued to hope for existence. 
A number of black and white rats were eating away the roots 
of that tree." There was fear from the beasts of prey, from 
that fierce woman on the outskirts of that forest, from that 
snake at the bottom of the well, from that elephant near its 
top,’® from the fall of the tree through the action of the 
rats, and lastly from those bees flying about for tasting the 
honey." In that plight he continued to dwell, deprived of 
his senses, in that wilderness, never losing at any time the 
hope of prolonging his life.’ ”** 
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Section VI. 

•'Dhritaraahtra said,— ‘Alas, great was the distress of that 
person and very painful his mode of life ! Tell me, 0 first 
of speakers, whence was his attachment to life apd whence 

his happiness ?* Where is that region, so unfavourable to the 
♦practice of virtue, in which that person resides ? Oh, tell me 
how will that man be freed from all those great terrors ?* 
Tell me all this ! We shall then exert properly for him. My 
compassion has been greatly moved by the difBcyilties that 
lie in the way of his rescue 

“Vidura said, — ‘They that are conversant, O monarch, 
with the religion of Moksha cite this as a simile. Understand- 
ing this properly, a person may attain to blir- in the regions 
hereafter.* That which is described as the wiiaerness is the 
great world. The inaccessible forest within it is the limited 
sphere of one's own life.* Those that have been mentioT)€|d as 
beasts of prey are the diseases (to which we are subject). That 
woman of gigantic proportions residing in the forest,* is identi- 
fied by the wise with Decrepitude which destroys complexion 
and beauty. That which has been spoken of as the pit is the 
body or physical frame of embodied creatures.’ The huge 
snake dwelling in the bottom of that pit is Time, the destroyer 
of all embodied creatures. It is, indeed, the universal destroyer.* 
The cluster of creepers growing' in that pit and attached to 
whose spreading stems the man hangeth down is the desire for 
life which is cherished by every creature.* The six-faced ele- 
phant, 0 king, which proceeds towards the tree standing at 
the mouth of the pit is spoken of as the year. Its six faces 
are the seasons and its twelve feet are the twelve months.*® 
The rats and the snakes that are cutting off the tree are said 
to be days and nights that are continually lessening the periods 
of life of all creatures. Those that have been described as 
bees are our desires.** The numerous jets that are dropping 
honey are the pleasures derived from the gratification of our 
dewes and to which men are seen to be strongly addictcl*® 
The wise jenow life's cou^^e to be even such. Through tbri J 
knpwU^e they succeed in tearing off its bonds.’ 
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Section VII. 


“Dhritarashtra said, — ‘Excellent is this parable that thou 
hast recited ! Indeed, thou art acquainted with Truth ! Hav- 
ing listened to thy nectar-like speech, I desire to hear thee 
more !’* 

“Vidura said, — ‘Listen to me, 0 king, I shall once more ^ 
discourse in detail oh those means an acquaintance with which 
enables the wise to free themselves from the ties of the world !* 
As a person, 0 king, who has to travel a long way, is some- 
times obliged to halt when fatigued with toil,® even so, 0 
Bharata, they that are of little intelligence, travelling along 
the extended way of life, have to make frequent halts in 
the shape of repeated births in the womb. They, however, 
that are wise, are freed from that obligation.* Men conver- 
saUit with tlie scriptures, for this, describe lifers course as a 
long* way. The wise also call lifers round with all its difficul- 
ties as a forest.* Creatures, 0 bull of Bharata s race, whether 
mobile or immobile, have to repeatedly return to the world. 
The wise alone escape.* The diseases, mental and physical, 
to which mortals are subject, whether visible or invisible, are 
spoken of as beasts of prey by the wise.'' Men are always 
afflicted and impeded by them, 0 Bharata 1 Then again, those 
fierce beasts of prey, represented by their own acts in life, 
never cause any anxiety to them that are of little intelligence. 
If any person, 0 monarch, somehow escapes from diseases, De- 


crepitude, that destroyer of beauty, overwhelms him after- 
wards.® Plunged in a slough by the objects of the different 
senses, viz., sound and form and taste and touch and scent, 
man remains there without anything to rescue him thence. 
Meanwhile, the years, the seasons, the months, the fortnights, 
the days, and the nights, coming one after another, gradu- 
ally despoil him of beauty and lessen the period allotted to 
him.** These all are messengers of death. They, however, 


that are of little understanding, know them not to be such. 
The wise say that all creatures are governed by the Ordainer 
through their acts.** The body of a* creature is called the 

car, The living principle is the driver of (that car), The 
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senses are said to be the steeds. Our acts and the under- 
standing are the traces.** He who followeth after those run- 
ning steeds, has to come repeatedly to this world in* a round 
of ro-births.^* He, however, who, being self-restrained, res- 
trains them by his understanding, hath not to dome back.** 
They, however, that are not stupified while wandering in this 
wheel of life that is revolving like a real wheel, do not iu 
reality wander in a round of re-births.** He that is wise should 
certainly take care to prevent the obligation of re>birtb. One 
should not be indifferent to this, for indifference may subject 
us to it repeatedly.*^ The man, 0 king, who has restrained 
his senses and subdued wrath and covetousness, who is con- 
tented, and truthful in speech, succeeds in obtaining peace.** 
This body is called the car of Yama. They that are of little 
intelligence are stupified by it. Such a person, 0 king, would 
obtain that which thou hast obtained.*® The loss of kingdom, 
of friends, and of children, 0 Bbarata, and such as these, 
overtake him who is still under the influence of desire.*® He 
that is wise should apply the medicine of intelligence to all 
great griefs. Indeed, obtaining the medicine of wisdom, 
which is truly very efficacious and is almost unattainable, 
the man of restrained soul would kill that serious disease called 
sorrow.** Neither prowess, nor wealth, nor friends, nor well- 
wishers, can cure a man of his grief so effectually as the self- 
restrained soul. Therefore, observant of the great duty of 
abstention from all injuries, or friendship for all creatures, be 
of pious behaviour, 0 Bharatal** Self-restraint, renunciation, 
and heedfulness are the three steeds of Brahman. He who 
rides on the car of his soul, unto which are yoked these steeds 
with the aid of traces furnished by good conduct, and drives 
it, casting off all fear of death, proceedeth, O king, to the 
regions of BraAma.** That person, 0 monarch, who gives 
unto all creatures an assurance of his harmlessness, goes to 
the highest of regions, viz,, the blessed one of Vishnu.** The 
^uit that one obtains by giving an assurance unto all crea* 
tures of his harmlessness cannot be obtained by a thousand 
sacrifices or by daily fasts.** Amongst all things there is 
certainly nothing dearer than self, Death is certainly ditiikid 
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by all cr^jatures, 0 Bharata ! Therefore, compassion should 
certainly be shown unto all.** Endued with diverse kinds 
of eitrors, entangled by the net of their own intelligence, 
they that are Avicked and are of good vision, wander repeat- 
edly on the.Earth, They, however, that are wise and endued 
with subtile sight, attain to a union with BrahmaJ 

Section VIIL 

Vai(;ampayana said, — “Even after hearing the words of 
Vidura, the chief of the Kurus, afflicted with grief on account 
nf the death of his sons, fell down senseless on the Earth/ 
Beholding him fall doAvn in that state, his friends as also the 
island-born Vyasa, and Vidura, and Sanjaya, and other well- 
wishers, and the attendants who used to wait at the gates 
and who enjoyed his confidence,* sprinkled cool water over 
his 'body, and fanned him with palm leaves, and gently rubbed 
him with their hands. For a long while they comforted the 
king while in that condition.* The monarch, recovering his 
senses after a long time, wept for a long Avhile, overwhelmed 
with grief on account of the death of his sons/ He said, — 
‘Fie on the state of humanity I Fie on the human body ! The 
Avoes that are suffered in this life frequently arise from the 
very state of humanity !* Alas, 0 lord, great is the grief, like 
poison or fire, that one suffers at the loss of sons, of wealth, 
of kinsmen, and relatives !•* That giief causes the limbs to 
burn, and our wisdom to be destroyed. Overwhelmed with 
that grief, a person regards death to be preferable.’ This cala- 
mity that has overtaken me through ill-luck is even like that. 
It will not, I see, end except with life itself! 0 best of 
regenerate ones, I shall, therefore, put an end to my life this 
very day T* — Having said these Avords unto his high-souled 
sire, that foremost of all persons conversant Avifch Brahma, 
Dhritarashtra, overwhelmed Avith grief, became stupified. 
The king, 0 monarch, reflecting on his Avoes, became speech- 
less.* Hearing these words of his, the puissant Vyasa thus 
apoke unto his^son afflicted with grief on account of the death 
cf his children.'* 
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“Vyasa said,— ‘0 mighty-armed Dhritarashtra/ listen to 
what I say ! Thou art possessed of learning, thou [last great 
intelligence, and thou, 0 puissant one, art skilled in under- 
standing duties !“ Nothing of that \Yhich should be known is 
Unknown to thee, 0 sc ircher of foes ! Without doubt, thou 
knowest the instability of all things doomed to death !** When 
# the world of life is unstable, when this world itself is not 
eternal, when life is sure to end in death, why then, 0 
Bharata, dost thou grieve ?“ Before thy very eyes, 0 king, 
the concatenation of facts brought about by Time, making 
thy son the cause, produced this hostility This^destruction 
of the Kurus, 0 king, was inevitable. Why then dost thou 
grieve for those heroes that have attained to the highest 
end?“ 0 thou of inighty-arms, the high-souled Vidura knew 
everything. With all his might he had endeavoured, 0 king, 
to bring about peace !*• It is my opinion that the course 
marked out by Destiny cannot be controlled by any one, dven 
if one struggles for eternity The course that was settled by 
the gods was heard directly by me. I will recite it to thee, so 
that tranquility of mind may be thine 1^® Once before, with- 
out any fatigue, I repaired very quickly to the court of Indra. 
There I beheld all th® denizens of heaven assembled together.^* 
There were, 0 sinless one, all the celestial Rishis also, headed 
by Narada. There, 0 monarch, I saw also the Earth (in 
her embodied form).**’ The latter had repaired to the gods for 
the accomplishment of a particular mission. Approaching 
the gods, she said,*^ — That which ye all should do for me 
hath, ye blessed ones, been already promised by you while 
you were in Brahman's abode ! Let that be accomplished 
soon !*• — Hearing these words of hers, Vishnu, the adored 
of all the worlds, smilingly addressed her in the midst of 
the celestial conclave, saying,** — The eldest of the hundred 
sons of Dhrifcarashtra, he, viz,, who ia known by the name 
of Duryodhaua, will accomplish thy business ! Through 
that king, thy purpose will be achieved 1*^ For his sake, 
fhany kings will assemble together on the field of Knru. 
Capable of smiting, they will cause one another to be sl^in 
through the instrumentality of hard weapons,** It is evident, 
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) cToddess, lhafc thy burthen will then be lightened in battle ! 
\ci quickly tor thy own place and continue to bear the weight 
f crea'tures, O beauteous one !*•— From this thou wilt un- 
erstand, O king, that thy son Duryodhana, born in Gandha- 
i’s womb, was* a portion of Kali, sprung for the object of 
[lusing a universal slaughter 1” He was vindictive, restless, 
rrafchful, and difficult of being gratified. Through the in- 
lienee of Destiny his brothers also became like him.*® 
lakuni became his maternal uncle and Kama his great friend, 
[any other kings were born on Earth for aiding in the work 
f (lesbruction,** As the king is, so do his subjects become, 
f the king becomes righteous, even unrighteousness (in his 
Dininions) assumes the shape of righteousness.*® Servants, 
ithout doubt, are affected by the merits and defects of their 
Ulsters. Those sons of thine, O king, having obtained a bad 
ing, have all been destroyed.** Conversant with truth, 
arada knew all this. Thy sons, through their own faults, 
ive been destroyed, O king ! Do not grieve for them, O 
Lonarch ! There is no cause for grief!” The Pandavas have 
jtj, 0 Jiharata, the least fault in what has hapjDcned ! Thy 
ms were all of wicked souls. It is they that caused this des- 
iicbion on Earth.** Blessed be thou, Narada had truly 
formed Yudhishthira of all this in his court on the occasion 
‘ the Rdjasiiya sacrifice, saying,** — The Pandavas and the 
JUiravas, encountering each other, will meet with destruction, 
o that, O son of Kunti, which thou saouldst !** — Hearing 
iese words of Narada, the Pandavas became filled with 
icf. I have thus told thee that which is an eternal secret of 
e gods !** This will destroy thy grief and restore to thee a 
of thy life-breaths, and cause thee to cherish affection for 
e Pandavas, for all that has happened has been due to what 
|d been ordained by the gods.*^ O thou of mighty-arms, 
pad learnt all this sometime before. I also spoke of it to 
|*g Yudhishthira the just on the occasion of his foremost of 
crifices, the Rdjasuya /** When I secretly informed 
of all this, Dh^ma’s son endeavoured his best for pre- 
jVing peace with the Kauravas. That, however, which is 
li^ined by the gods proved too powerful (to be frustrated by 
3 
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him).” The fiat, 0 king, of the Destroyer, is incapable o! 
being baffled any how by mobile and immobile creatures.*’ 
Thou art devoted to virtue and possessed of superior intelli 
gence, 0 BhErata ! Thou knowest also that which is the waj 
and that whieh is not the way of all creatures If ^i^ 
Yudhishthira learns that thou art burning with grief am 
losing thy senses frequently, he will cast off his very life- 
breaths !** He is always compassionate and possessed of wk 
dom. His kindness extends even to all the inferior creatures 
How is it possible, 0 king, that he will not show compassioi 
to thee, 0 monarch ?** At my command, and knowing thal 
i^hat which is ordained is inevitable, as also from kindness t 
the Pandavas, continue to bear thy life, 0 Bharata If thoi 
livest thus, thy fame will spread in the world. Thou shal 
then be able to acquire a knowledge of all duties and M 
many years for obtaining ascetic merit.** This grief for tlit 
death of thy sons that has arisen in thy heart, like a b!azii)[ 
fire, should always be extinguished, 0 king, by the watei 
of wisdom T 


Vaitjampayana continued,— *TIearing these words of Vjas! 
of immeasurable energy and reflecting upon them for a littl 
while, Dhritarashtra said,*’^ — ‘0 best of regenerate ones, I be 
exceedingly afflicted by a heavy load of grief! My senses ai 
repeatedly forsaking mo and I am unable to bear up my o^v 
self,** Hearing, however, these words of thine about whs 
had been ordained by the gods, I shall not think of castiii 
off my life-breaths and shall live and act without indulgin 
in grief!’*® Hearing these words of Dhritarashtra, 0 raonarcl 
Satyavati’s son Vyasa, disappeared then and there."*® 


Section IX, 

Janamejay a said,— “After the holy Vyasa had . depart? 
what, 0 regenerate sage, did king Dhritarashtra do? 
behoveth thee to tell me this !* What also did the Kui 
king, the high-souled son of Dharma, do ! And how we 
those three, viz., Kripa and others, do.^* I have heard 
the feaits of mi the mutus^l deag uac emept < 
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iurses- Tell me what happened next and what Sanjaya next 
said (unto the old king.”* 

Vaic^mpayana said,-— “After Duryodhana had been slain 
and all the troops slaughtered, Sanjaya, deprived of his spiri- 
tual sight, came back to Dbritarashtra.* 

"Sanjaya said, — ‘The kings of diverse peoples, that came 
frofti diverse realms, have all, 0 king, gone to the regions of 
the dead, along with thy sons !' Thy son, 0 king, who had 
constantly been implored (for peace) but whp always wished to 
terminate hjs hostility (with the Pandavas by slaughtering 
them) has caused the Earth to be exterminated.* Do thou, 
0 king, cause the obsequial rites of thy sons and grandsons 
and sires to be performed according to due order !’ ”* 

Vai^ampayana continued,— “Hearing these terrible words 
of Sanjaya, the king fell down on the Earth and lay motion^ 
less like one deprived of life.* Approaching the monarch who 
was lying prostrate on the Earth, Vidura, conversant with every 
duty, said these words ‘Rise, 0 king, why dost thou lie 
down thus ? Do not grieve, 0 bull of Bharata’s race ! Even 
this. O lord of Earth, is the final end of all creatures!'* At 
first creatures are non-existent. In the interin, O Bharataj 
they become existent. At the end, they once more become 
non-existent. What cause of sorrow is there in all this .2" 
By indulging in grief, one cannot get back the dead. By 
indulging in grief, one cannot die himself. When such is the 
course of the world, why dost thou iidulge in grief?'* One 
may die without having engaged in battle. One also escapes 
with life after having engaged in battle. When one’s Time 
comes, O king, one cannot escape 1'* Time drags all kinds of 
creatures. There is none dear or hateful to Time, 0 best of 
the Kurus !'* As the wind tears off the ends of all blades 
of grass, even so all creatures, O bull of Bbarata’s race, are 
brought by Time under its influence.'* All creatures are like 
members of the same caravan bound for the same destination. 
What cause of sorrow is there if Time meets with one a 
little earlier than with another?" Those again, 0 king, that 
have fallen in £attlc and for whom thou grievest, are not really, 
objects of thy grief, since all those illustrious ones have gone to 
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heaven By sacrifices with profuse presents, ' by ascetic 
austerities, and by knowledge, people cannot so easily repair td 
heaven as heroes by courage in battle.** All those heroes 
were conversant with the Vedas ; all of them were observant ot 
vows ; all of them have perished, facing the foe in battle. 
What cause of sorrow then is there ?*• They poured theijr 
arrowy libations upon the bodies of their brave foes as upon a 
fire. Foremost of men, they bore in return the arrowy liba- 
tions poured upon themselves.*® I tell thee, 0 king, that there 
is no better way to heaven for a Kshatriya than through; 
battle !** All of them were high-souled Kshatriyas, all of them' 
were heroes and ornaments of assemblies. They have attained 
to a high state of blessedness. One should not grieve for 
them.** Do thou comfort thy own self. Do not grieve, 0 bull 
among men ! It behoveth thee not to suffer thyself to be 
overwhelmed with sorrow and abandon all action !’ '’** 

Section X. 

Vai^ampayana said, — “Hearing these words of Vidura, that 
bull of Bharata’s race (viz., Dhritarashtra,) ordered his car 
to be yoked. The king once more said, — ‘Bring Gandhari 
hither without delay, and all the Bharata ladies ! Bring hither 
Kunti also, as well as all the other ladies with her !'* Having 
said these words unto Vidura conversant with every duty, 
Dhritarashtra of righteous soul, deprived of his senses by 
sorrow, ascended on his car.* Then Gandhari, afflicted with 
grief on account of the death of his sons, accompanied by Kunti 
and the other ladies of the royal household, came, at the com- 
mand of her lord, to that spot where the latter was waiting for 
her.** Afflicted with great grief, they came together to the king. 
As they met, they accosted each other and uttered loud wails of 
woe.* Then Vidura, who had become more afflicted than those 
ladies, began to comfort them. Placing those weeping fair ones 
on the cars that stood ready for them, he set out (with them) 
f|om the city.* At that time a loud wail of woe arose from 
every Kuru house. The whole city, including the very children, 
became exceedingly afflicted with errief.^ ThnsA 
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not before this been Seen by the very gods were now, helpless 
as they ' were for the loss of their lords, seen by the common 
people.* With their beautiful tresses all dishevelled, and their 
ornaments cast off, those ladies, each attired in a single piece 
of raiment, proceeded most wofully.’ Indeed, they issued from 
their houses resembling white mountains, like a dappled herd 
‘of deer from their mountain caves after the fall of their leader.** 
Those fair ladies, in successive bevies, 0 king, came out, filled 
with sorrow, and ran hither and thither like a herd of fillies on 
a circus jsard.“ Seizing each other’s hands, they uttered loud 
wails after their sons and brothers and sires. They seemed to 
exhibit the scene that takes place on the occasion of the uni- 
versal destruction at the end of the Tuga,^* Weeping and 
crying and running hither and thither, and deprived of their 
senses by grief, they knew not what to do.’* Those ladies who 
fcgrmerly felt the blush of modesty in the presence of even com- 
panions of their own sex, now felt no blush of shame, though 
scantily clad, in appearing before their mothers-in-Iaw.’* For- 
merly they used to comfort each other while afflicted with even 
slight causes of woe. Stupified by grief, they now, 0 king, 
refrained from even casting their eyes upon each other.’* 
Surrounded by those thousands of wailing ladies, the king 
cheerlessly issued out of the city and proceeded with speed 
towards the field of battle.’* Artisans and traders and Vai 9 ya 8 
and all kind's of mechanics, issuing (ut of the city, followed in 
the wake of the king.” As those ladies, afflicted by the 
wholesale destruction that had overtaken the Kurus, cried in 
sorrow, a loud wail arose from among them that seemed to 
pierce all the worlds.’* All creatures that heard that wail 
thought that the hour of universal destruction had come when 
all things would be consumed by the fire that arises at the end 
9f the Yuga}* The citizens also (of Hastinapura), devoted to 
the house of Kuru, with hearts filled with anxiety at the des- 
truction that had overtaken their rulers, set up, 0 king, — a 
wail that was as loud as that uttered by those ladies.”** 
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Section XL 

Yaigampayana said,— "Dhritarasbtra bad not proceeded for 
more than two miles when he met with those three great car- 
warriors, viz., Caradwat’s son Eripa, Drona’s son (A 9 wattha- 
man), and Kritavarman.' As soon as the latter obtained a 
sight of the blind monarch possessed of great power, the three 
heroes sighed in grief and with voices choked in tears weep-' 
ingly addressed him, saying,* — ^“Thy royal son, 0 king, having 
achieved the most difficult feats, has, with all his followers, gone 
to the region of Indra !' We are the only three car- warriors of 
Duryodhana’s army that have escaped with life. All the others, 
0 bull of Bharata’s race, have perished.’* Having said these 
words unto the king, Caradwat’s son Eripa, addressing the grief- 
afflicted Gandhari, said these words unto her,' — ‘Thy sons 
have fallen while engaged in achieving feats worthy of heroes, 
i. e., while fearlessly fighting in battle and striking down large 
numbers of foes!' Without doubt, having obtained tjiose 
bright worlds that are attainable only by the use of weapons, 
they are sporting there like celestials, having assumed res- 
plendent forms.' Amongst those heroes there was no one that 
turned back from battle. Every one of them has fallen at the 
end or edge of weapons. None of them joined his hands, begg- 
ing for quarter.' Death in battle at the end or edge of weap- 
ons has been said by the ancients to be the highest end that a 
Eshatriya can obtain. It beboveth thee not, therefore, to 
grieve for any of them !* Their foes, 0 queen, viz., the Pan- 
davas, too, have not been more fortunate ! Listen, what we, 
headed by A^wattbaman, have done unto them.'* Learning 
that thy son had been slain unrighteously by Bhima, we 
slaughtered the Fandavas after entering their camp buried 
in sleep." All the Panchalas have been slain. Indeed, all 
the sons of Drupada, as also all the sons of Draupadi, hav^ 
been slaughtered." Having caused this carnage of tbei sons 
of our foes, we are flying away since we three are incapable 
•f standing in battle with them." Our foes, the Fandavas, 
are all heroes and mighty bowmen. They will soon come up 
with us, filled with rage, for taking vepgeance on us." Learn- 
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ing thfe slaughter of their sons, those bulls among men, infuri- 
ate with rage, — those heroes,— 0 illustrious lady, will speedily 
pursue our track.** Having caused a carnage (in their sleeping 
camp) we dare not stay. Grant us permission, 0 queen ! It 
behoveth thee not to set thy heart on sorrow !** Grant us 
thy permission also, 0 king ! Summon all thy fortitude. Do 
thou also observe the duties of a Kshatriya in their highest 
form Having said these words unto the king, and circum* 
ambulating him, Kripa and Kritavarman and Drona’s son, 
0 Bharata,** without being able to withdraw their eyes from 
king Dhritarashtra possessed of great wisdom, urged their 
steeds towards the banks of the Ganges.** Moving away 
from that spot, 0 king, those great car-warriors, with hearts 
plunged in anxiety, took one another’s leave and separated from 
one another.*® Caradwat’s son Kripa went to Hastinapura ; 
Hridika s son repaired to his own kingdom ; while the son of 
•Drona set out for the asylum of Vyasa.** Even thus those 
hSroes, who had offended the high-souled sons ot Pandu, res- 
pectively proceeded to the places they selected, afflicted with 
fear and casting their eyes on one another.” Having met the 
king thus, those brave chastisers of foes, before the sun rose, 
wont away, 0 monarch, to the places they chose,” It was 
after this, 0 king, that the sons of Pandu, those great car- 
warriors, encountered the son of Drona, and putting forth 
their prowess, vanquished him, 0 monarch, (in the way 
already related),”** 


Section XII. 

Vaicjampayana said,— ‘‘After all the warriors had been 
slaughtered, king Yudhishthira the just heard that his uncle 
Dhritarashtra bad set out from the city called after the ele- 
phant,* Afflicted with grief on account of the death of hia 
sons, Yudhishthira, 0 king, accompanied by his brothers, set 
out for meeting his uncle filled with sorrow and overwhelmed 
with grief for the slaughter of his (hundred) sons.* The son 
of Kunti was followed by the high-souled and heroic Krishna 
of Da5arha 3 race, and by Yuyudhana, as also by Yuyutsu.* 
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The princess Draupadi also, burning with grief, and 'accom- 
panied by those Fanchala ladies that were with her,, sorrow- 
fully followed her lord.* Yudhishthira beheld near the banka 
of the Ganges, 0 king, the crowd of Bharata ladies afflicted 
with woe and crying like a flight of she-spreys.‘ The king 
was soon surrounded by those thousands of ladies who with 
arms raised aloft in grief, were indulging in loud lamentations 
and giving expression to all kinds of words, agreeable and 
disagreeable.* — ‘Where, indeed, is that righteousness of the 
king, where his truth and compassion, since he has slain sires 
and brothers and preceptors and sons and friends f How, 
0 mighty^armed one, hath thy heart become tranquil after 
causing Drona, and thy grandsire Bhishina, and Jayadratha, 
to be slaughtered?* What need hast thou of sovereignty, 
after having seen thy sires and brothers, O Bharata, and the 
irresistible Abhimanyu and the sons of Draupadi, thus slaught- 
ered?’* — Passing over those ladies crying like a flight of 
she-ospreys, the mighty-armed king Yudhishthira the jifst 
saluted the feet of his eldest uncle.*® Having saluted their 
sire according to custom, those slayers of foes, viz., the 
Paudavas, announced themselves to him, each uttering his 
ovvn name.” Dhritara^shtra, exceedingly afflicted with grief 
on account the slaughter of his sons, then reluctantly embrac- 
ed the eldest son of Paiidu, who was the cause of that slaught- 
er,** Having embraced Yudhishthira the just and spoken a 
few words of comfort to him, 0 Bharata, the wicked-souled 
Dhritarashtra sought for Bhima, like a blazing fire ready to 
burn everythig that would approach it.** Indeed, the fire of 
his wrath, fanned by the wind of his grief, seemed then to bo 
ready to consume the Bhiraa-furest.** Ascertaining the evil 
intentions cherished by him towards Bhima, Krishna, drag- 
ging away the real Bhima, presented an iron statue of the 
second son of Pandu to the old king.** Possessed of great 
intelligence, Krishna had, at the very outset, understood the 
intentions of Dhritarashtra, and bad, therefore, kept such a 
contrivance ready for baffling them.** Seizing with his two 
arms that iron Bhima, king Dhritarashtra, possessed of great 
bttength, broke it into pieces, thinking it to be Bhimft hw^ 
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self in flesh and blood.*^ Endued with might equal to that 
of ten thousand elephants, the king reduced that statue into 
tragiments. His own breast, however, became considerably 
bruised and he began to vomit blood.** Covered with blood, 
the king fell down on the ground like a Pdrijata tree 
topped with its flowery burden.^* His learned charioteer San-, 
jaya the son of Oavalgana raised the monarch and soothing 
and comforting him, said,— ‘Do not act so.’*® The king then, 
having cast off his wrath and returned to his normal disposi- 
tion, becathe filled with grief and began to weep aloud, saying, 
— ‘Alas, ^ Oh Bhima, Alas, Oh Bhima !’** — Understanding that 
he was no longer under the influence of wrath, and that he was 
truly sorry fur having (as he believed) killed Bhima, Visudeva, 
that foremost of men, said these words,** — ‘Do not grieve, 
0 Dhritarashtra, for thou hast not slain Bhimasena I That 
is iwi iron statue, 0 king, which has been broken by thee !** 
Understanding that thou wert filled with rage, 0 bull of 
Bliarata’s race, I dragged the son of Kunti away from within 
the jaws of Death !** 0 'tiger among kings, there is none 
equal to thee in strength of body I What man is there, O 
mighty-armed one, that would endure the pressure of thy 
arms ?** Indeed, as no one can escape with life from an en- 
counter with the Destroyer himself, even so nobody can come 
out safe from within thy embrace !** It was for this that 
yonder iron statue of Bhima, which had been caused to be 
made by thy son, had been kept ready for thee !*^ Through 
grief fur the death of thy sons, thy mind has fallen off from 
righteousness ! It is for this, 0 great king, that thou seekest 
to slay Bhimasena 1** The slaughter of Bhima, however, O 
king, would do thee no good. Thy sons, 0 monarch, would 
not be revived by it!** Therefore, do thou aprove of what has 
baen done by us with a view to secure peace, and do not set 
thy heart on grief !’ 

Section XIII. 

Vai5ampayana said, — “Certain maid-servants then came to 
I'he king for washing him, After he had been duly washed, 

4 
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the slayer of Madhu again addressed him, saying,^ — ‘Thou hast, 
0 king, read the Vedas and diverse scriptures I Thou hast 
heard all old histories, and everything about the duties of 
kings Thou art learned, possessed of great wisdom, and 
competent to strength and weakness. Why then' dost thou 
•cherish such wrath when all that has overtaken thee is the 
Tesult of thy own fault ?• I spoke to thee before the battle. 
Both Bhishma and Drona, O Bharata, did the same, as also 
Vidura 'and Sanjaya, Thou didst not, however, then follow 
our advice* Indeed, though exhorted by us, thoA didst not 
yet act according to the counsels we offered, knowing that 
the Pandavas were superior to thee and thine, 0 Kaiiravya, 
in strength and courage That king who is capable of seeing 
his own faults and knows the distinctions of place and time, 
obtains great prosperity 1* That person, however, who, though 
counselled by well-wishers, does not accept their words, g©od 
or bad, meets with distress and is obliged to grieve in oonse 
quence of the evil policy he pursues.^ Observe thou a 
‘different course of life now, 0 Bharata ! Thou didst not keep 
thy soul under restraint, but suffered thyself to bo ruled by 
Diiryodhana!* That which has come upon thee is due to thy 
own fault. Why then dost thou seek to slay Bkima? Recol- 
lecting thy own faults, govern thy wrath now I* That mean 
wretch who had, from pride caused the princess of Panchala to 
be brought into the assembly, has been slain by Bhimaseiia in 
just revenge.*® Look at thy own evil acts as also at those of thy 
wicked suuled son ! The sons of Pandu are perfectly innocent ! 
Yet have they been treated most cruelly by thee and him !’ 

Vai^ampayana continued, — “After he had thus been told 
nothing but the truth by Krishna,, 0 monarch, king Dhrita- 
rashtra replied unto Devaki’s son, saying,** — Tt is even so, 
0. thou of mighty arras 1 What thou sayest, 0 Madhava, is 
perfectly true ! It is parental affection, 0 thou of righteous 
soul, that caused me to fall away from righteousness !** By 
good luck, that tiger among men, the mighty Bhima of true 
prowess, protected by thee, came not within my embrace 
Now, howeyer, I am free from wrath and fever. I desire 
0 Madhava to embrace that hero, viz., the second 
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son of ’^andu !“ When all the kings have been dead, when 
my children are no more, upon the eons of Panda depend my 
welfare and happiness !’“ Having said these words, the old 
king then embraced those princes of excellent frames, viz;, 
Bhima, and Dhananjaya, and those two foremost of men, viz., 
the two dons of MadrI, ^nd wept, and comforted and pro- 
jiounced blessings upon them.”" 


Section XIV, 

Vai(jatnpayana said, — “Gomraanded by Dhritarashtra, those 
bulls of Kuru’s race, viz., the Pandava brothers, accompanied 
by Kecava, then proceeded to see Gandhari !' The faultless 
Gandhari, afflicted with grief on account of the death of her 
hundred sons, recollecting that king Yudhishthira the just had 
slain all bis enemies, wished to curso him.* Understandiug her 
evil intentions towards the Pandavas, the son of Satyavati 
addressed himself for counteracting them at the very outset,* 
Having cleansed himself by the sacred and fresh water of the 
Ganges, tho great Rishi, capable of proceeding everywhere 
at will with the floetness of the mind, came to that spot,* 
Capable of seeing tho heart of every creature with his spiritual 
vision and with his mind directed towards it, the sage made his 
appearance there.* Endued with great ascetic merit and ever 
intent on saying what was for the benefit of creatures, the 
Rishi, addressing his daughter-in-law at the proper moment, 
laid,— ‘Do not avail of this opportunity for denouncing a curse ! 
On the other hand, utilize it for showing thy forgiveness !* 
Thou shouldst not be angry with the Pandavas, 0 Gandhari 1 
Set thy heart-on peace ! Restrain the words that are about 
to fall from thy lips ! Listen to my advice !’ Thy son, desirous 
of victory, had beseeched thee every day for the eighteen days 
that battle lasted, saying,— 0 mother, bless me who am fight- 
ing with my foes !»— Implored every day in these words by 
thy son desirous of victory, the answer thou always gavesthim 
was, — ^Thither is victory where righteousness is !’ — I do not, 
O Gandhari, remember that any words, spoken by thee have 
become false ! Those words, therefore, that thou, implored by 
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Diiryodhana, saidst unto him, could not be false. TJioii art 
always employed in the good of all creatures.*^ Having with- 
out doubt reached the other shore in that dreadful battle.of 
Kshatriyas, the sons of Pandu have certainly won the victory 
and a measure of righteousness that is much greater.^^ Thou 
wert formerly observant of the virtue of forgiveness. Why 
wouldst thou not observe it now ? Subdue unrighteousness, • 
0 thou that art conversant with righteousness ! There is 
victory where righteousness is Remembering thy own 
righteousness and the words spoken by thyself, restrain thy 
wrath, 0 Gandhari ! Do not act otherwise, 0 thou ‘that art 
beautiful in speech — Hearing these words, Gandhari said, — 

'0 holy one; I do not cherish any ill feelings towards the Pan- 
davas, nor do I wish that they should perish! In conse- 
quence, however, of grief for the death of my sons, my heart , 
is very powerfully agitated !** I know that I should protect 
the Pandavas with as much care as KuntI herself protectft 
them, and that Dhritarashtra also should protect them as I 
should !'* Through the fault of Diiryodhana and of Cakuni 
the son of Suvala, and through tbc action of Kama and 
Dus(jasana, this extermination of the Kurus hath taken 
place !** In this raather the slightest blame cannot attach to 
Vibhatsu or to Prithas son Vrikodara, or to Nakula or Saha- 
deva, or to Yudhishthira himself.*’ While engaged in battle, 
the Kauravas, swelling with arrogance and pride, have fallen 
along with many others (that came to their aid). I am not 
grieved at this !** But there has been one act done by Bhima 
in the very presence of Vasudeva (that moves my resent- 
ment) ! The high-souled Vrikodara, having challenged Duryo- 
dhana to a dreadful encounter with the mace,*® and having 
come to know that my son, while careering in diverse kinds of 
motion in the battle, was superior to him in skill, struck the 
latter below the navel !*® It is this that moves my wrath! 
Why should heroes^ for the sake of their lives, cast off obliga- 
tions of duty that have been determined by high-soulcd per- 
sonsi^^conversant with every- duty V 
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^ai 5 ampayana said, — “Hearing these words of Gandharii 
Bhimasena, looking like one in fright, said these words for 
soothing her,* — ‘Be the act righteous or unrighteous, it was 
done by me through fear and for the object of protecting my 
owjiself! It behoveth thee, therefore, to forgive me now!* 
Thy mighty son was incapable of being slain by anybody in a 
fair and righteous battle. It was for this that I did what 
was unfair.® Duryodhana himself had formerly vanquished 
Yiidhishthir^f unrighteously. He used always to behave guile- 
fully towards us. It was for this that I had recourse to an 
unfair act.* Thy son was then the sole unslain warrior on his 
side. In order that that valiant prince might not slay me in 
fchp mace-encounter and once more deprive us of our kingdom, 

I acted in that way.* Thou knowesb all that thy son had said 
untO'*the princess of Panchala while the latter, in her season, 
was clad in a single piece of raiment,* Without having dis- 
posed of Suyodhana it was imposible for us to rule peacefully 
the whole Earth with her^seas. It was for this that I acted 
in that way.^ Thy son inflicted many wrongs on us. In the 
midst of the assembly he had shown his left thigh unto 
Draupadi.® For that wicked behaviour, thy son deserved to be 
slain by us even then. At the command, however, of king 
Yudhishthira the Just, we suffered ourselves to be restrained 
by the compact that had been mad(.* By this moans, O 
lueen, thy son provoked deadly hostilities with us. Great 
were our sufferings in the forest (whither we were driven by 
thy son). Remembering all this, I acted in that way !** Hav- 
ing slain Duryodhana in battle, we have crossed the end of our 
hostilities, Yiidhishthira has got back his kingdom, and we 
also have been freed from wrath !’** Hearing these words of 
Bhima. Gandhari said, — 'Since thou praisest my son thus (for 
his skill in battle), he did not deserve such a death 1 He, 
however, did all that thou tellest me!** When Vrishasena, 
however, had deprived Nakiila of his steeds, 0 Bharata, thou 
quuffodst in battle the blood from Diis(;asana s body !** Such 
act is cruel and is censured by the good. It suits only 
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a person that is most disrespectable. It was a. wic'ked act, 

0 Vrikodara, that was then accomplished by thee! It was 
undeserving of thee !'** — Bhima replied, saying, — *It is. im- 
proper to quaff the blood of even a stranger, what then 
need be said about quaffing the blood of one’s own self ? One s 
brother, again, is like one’s own self. There is no difference 

« between them.** The blood, however, (that I am regarded .to 
have quaffed) did not, 0 mother, pass down my lips and teeth I 
Kama knew this well. My hands only were smeared with 
(Dus^asana’s) blood.** Seeing Nakula deprived of his steeds 
by Yrishasena in battle, I caused the rejoicing (Kaiirava) 
brothers to be filled with dread/' When after the match at 
dice the tresses of Draupadi were seized, I uttered certain 
words in rage. Those words are still in my remembrance.** 

1 would, for all years to come, have been regarded to haye 
swerved from the duties of a Kshatriya if I had left that vow 
unaccomplished I It was for this, 0 queen, that I did that act !*^ 
It behoveth thee not, 0 Gandhari, to impute any fault *to me! 
Without having restrained thy sons in former days, does it 
behove thee to impute any fault to our innocent selves ?’•• 

*'Gindhari said, — *Unvanquished by any one, thou hast 
slain a hundred sons of this old man ! Oh, why didst thou not 
spare, 0 child, even one son of this old couple deprived of king- 
dom, one whose offences were comparatively lighter ?** Why 
didst thou not leave even one crutch for this blind couple ?” 

0 child, although thou livest unharmed, having slain all my 
children, yet no grief would have been mine if thou hadst 
adopted the path of righteousness (in slaying them) ’’ 

Vai^ampayana continued, — "Having said these words, 
Gandhari, filled with wrath at t^e slaughter of all her sons 
and grandsons, enquired after Yudhishthira, saying, — ’Where 
is the king ?’** After she had said these words, king Yudbish- 
thira, trembling and with joined hands, approached her *and 
said these soft words unto her,** — ‘Here is Yudhishthira, 0 god- 
dess, that cruel slayer of thy sons 1 I de^^erve thy curses, for 
t am the cause of this universal destruction ! Oh, curse me !** 

1 have no longer any need for life, for kingdom, for wealth! 
Havinor caused such friends to be slain, I have proved myself; 
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to bo a great fool and a hater of friends Unto Yudhish- 
thira who spoke such words, who was overcome with fear, 
and who stood in her presence, Qandhari, drawing long sighs, 
said nothing.” Conversant with the rules of righteousness, 
the Kuru queen, possessed of great foresight, directed her eyes, 
fiiom within the folds of the cloth that covered them,* to the 
tip of Yudhishthira’s toe. as the prince, with body bent for- ’ 
wards, was about to fall down at her feet. At this, the king, 
whose nails had before this been all very beautiful, came to 
have a sore* nail on his toe.f**-** Beholding this, Arjuna moved 
away to the rear of Vasudeva, and the other sons of PSndu 
became restless and moved from one spot to another.** Gan- 
dhari then, having cast off her wrath, comforted the Pandavas 
as a mother should. Obtaining her leave, those heroes of 

broad chests then proceeded together to present themselves to 
their mother, that parent of' heroes.'* Having seen her sons 
after *a long time, liunti, who had been filled with anxiety on 
their account, covered her face with her cloth and began to 
weep.” Having wept for Sometime with her children, Pritha 
beheld the wounds and scars of many weapons on their bodies.'* 
She then repeatedly embraced and patted each of her sons, 
and afilicted with grief wept with Draupadi who had lost all 
her children and whom she saw lying on the bare Earth, 
indulging in piteous lamentations.” 

“Draupadi said, — ‘0 venerably dame, where have all your 
grandsons, with Abhimanyu among them, gone? Beholding 
thee in such distress, why are they delaying in making their 
appearance before thee ? Deprived as I am of ray children, 
what need have I of kingdom !’” Raising the grief-stricken 
princess of Panchala who was weeping thus, Pritha began to 
comfort that lady of large eyes.” Then Kunti, accompanied 

m ■ - ^ 

^ 0&ndh&ri*a devotion to her blind lord was such that she always 
kept her own ley es covered with thick folds of cloth. Because her spoust 
could not see, therefore, as a Hindu wife, she would not see or use her 
eyes in this worW !— T. 

* T As oon as Gandh&ri’s glance fell upon Yudhisbthira^s toe, the nail 
that covered it became burnt and sore.— T, 
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by the prineess of Panchala, and followed by her sons, pro* 
ceeded towards the grief-afflicted Gandhari, herself’ in. grejater 
affliction still.*® Beholding that illustrious lady with her 
daughter-in-law, Gandhari addressed her, saying, — ‘Do not, 0 
daughter, grieve so ! Behold, I too am as much stricken 
with grief as thou!** X, think, this universal destruction h^s 
'been brought about by the irresistible course of Time. 
Inevitable as it was, this dreadful slaughter has not been due 
to the voluntary agency of human beings!^® Even that has 
come to pass which Vidura of great wisdom fowtold after 
Krishna’s supplication for peace had failed Do not, there- 
fore, grieve in a matter that was inevitable, especially after 
its occurrence! Having fallen in battle, they should not be 
grieved for !®* I am in the same predicament with thee ! (If 
thou actest in such a way) who then will comfort us ? Through 
my fault, this foremost of races has been destroyed.' • 


Section XVI. 

Vai^ampayana said, — “Having said these w(jrds, Gandhari, 
though staying on that spot which was distant from the field 
of battle, beheld, with her spiritual eye, the slaughter of the 
Kurus.* Devoted to her lord, that highly blessed lady had al- 
ways practiced high vows. Undergoing the severest penances, 
she was always truthful in her speech.® In consequence of the 
gift of the boon by the great liiahi Vyasa of sanctified deeds, 
she became possessed of spiritual knowledge and power. Pite- 
ous were the lamentations in which that dame then indulged.* 
Endued with great intelligence, the Kiiru dame saw, from 
a distance, but as if from a near point, that field of battle, 
terrible bo behold and full of wonderful sights, of those fore- 
most of fighters.* Scattered all over with bones and hair, and 
covered with streams of blood, that field was strewn with 
thousands upon thousands of dead bodies on every aide.® 
Covered with the blood of elephants and horses and car-war- 
riors and combatants of others kinds, it teemed with headless 
trunks and trunkless heads.* And it resounded with the cries 
of elophauts and steeds and men and women, and abounded 
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with jackals and cranea and ravens and KanJcas and crows,^ 
And it wa? the sporting ground of Rdicshnsas subsisting on 
human flesh. And it swarmed with ospreys and vultures and 
resounded with the inauspicious concert of jackals.* Then 
king Dhrita/ashtra, at the command of Vyasa, and all tha 
sons of Pandu with Yudhishthira at their head,* with Vasu- 
deva and all the Kuru ladies, proceeded to the field of battle.^* 
Those ladies, bereaved of their lords, having reached Kuru^ 
kshetra, beheld their slain brothers and sons and sires and hus- 
bands lying on the ground,” and in course of being devoured 
by boasts of prey and wolves and ravens and crows and ghosts 
and Picdchas and RdJeshasas and diverse other wanderers of 
tho night.^* Beholding that carnage which resembled the 
sights seen on the sporting ground of Rudra, the ladies 
uttered loud shrieks and quickly alighted from their costly 
vehicles.** Witnessing sights the like of which they had never 
before witnessed, the Bharata ladies felt their limbs to be 
deprived of strength and fell down on the ground.** Others 
became so stupifiod that they lost all their senses. Indeed, the 
Panchala and the Kuru ladies were plunged into unutterable 
distress.*® Beholding that dreadful field of battle resounding 
on every direction with the cries of those grief-stricken ladies, 
the daughter of Suvala, acquainted with every duty,** ad- 
dressed the lotus-eyed Ke^ava, that foremost of all men. 
Witnessing that universal slaughter of the Kurus and filled 
with grief at the sight, she said ihese words:*’ — ‘Behold, 
0 lotus-eyed Madhava, these daughters in-law of mine ! De- 
prived of their lords, they are uttering, with deshevelled hair, 
piteous cries of woe like a flight of she-ospreys !** Meeting 
with those dead bodies, they are calling back to their memories 
the great Bharata chiefs ! They are running hither and thither 
in large bands towards their sons and brothers and sires and 
hhsbands!*® Behold, 0 mighty-armed one, the field is covered 
with mothers of heroes, all of whom, however, have been 
bereaved of children 1 There, those, portions again are covered 
with spouses pf heroes, who have, however, been bereaved 
of. their spouses 1*® Behold, the field of battle is adorned 
with those tigers among men, viz., Bhishma and Kama and 
6 
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Abhimanyu and Drona and Drupada and Calya, a^ if with 
blazing fires !*‘ Behold, it is adorned also with the golden 
coats of mail, and with the costly gems, of high-souled 
warriors, and with their Angadas and Keyuras and gar- 
lands !*• Behold, it is strewn with darts and spiked clubs 
hurled by heroic hands, and swords and diverse kinds of keen 
* shafts and bows !” Boasts of prey, assembled together, are 
standing or sporting or lying down as it likes them Be* 

hold, 0 puissant hero, the field of battle is even such 1 At 
this sight, O Janarddana, I am burning with grief]** In the 
destruction of the Panchalas and the Kurus, 0 slayer of 
Madhu, I think, the five elements (of which everything is 
made) have been destroyed !** Fierce vultures and other birds, 
in thousands, are dragging those blood-dyed bodies, and seizing 
them by their armour, arc devouring them 1*^ Who is ther<i 
that could think of the death of such heroes as Jayadratha 
and Kama and Drona and Bhishma and Abhimanyu ?** Alas, 
though incapable of being slain, they have yet been slain, 0 
destroyer of Madhu 1 Behold, vultures and KanJeas and ravens 
and hawks and dogs and jackals are feasting upon them 1*^ 
There, those tigers among men, that fought on Duryodhanas 
side, and took the field in wrath, are noAv lying like extin- 
guished fires 1*® All of them are worthy of sleeping on soft and 
clean beds. But, alas, plunged into distress, they are sleeping 
today on the bare ground Bards reciting their praises used 
to delight them before at proper times. They are now listen- 
ing to the fierce and inauspicious cries of jackals !** Those 
illustrious heroes who used formerly to sleep on costly beds 
with their limbs smeared with sandal-paste and powdered 
aloe, alas^, now sleep on the dust !'"* These vultures and 
wolves and ravens have now become their ornaments. Kc- 
peatedly uttering inauspicious and fierce cries, those creatures 
are now dragging their bodies !** Delighting in battle, those 
heroes, looking cheerful, have still beside them their keen 
shafts, well-tempered swords, and bright maces, as if life has 
not yet departed from them 1** Many foremost of heroes, 
possessed of beauty and fair complexions and adorned with gar- 
lands of gold, are sleeping on the ground ! Behold, beasts of 
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prey are flragging and tearing them !** Others, with massive 
arms, are sleeping with maces in their embrace, as if those 
were beloved wives 1*^ Others, still cased in' armour, are 
holding in their hands their bright weapons. Beasts of prey 
are not mangling thorn, 0 Janarddana, regarding them to be 
still alive The beautiful garlands of pure gold on the necks 
of other illustrious heroes, as the latter are being dragged by* 
carnivorous creatures, are scattered about on every side 
There, those fierce wolves, numbering in thousands, are drag- 
ing the go]don chains round the necks of many illustrious 
heroes stilled by death Many, whom bards well-trained to 
their work, formerly used, with their hymns and eulogies 
of grave import, to delight every morning,** are now sur- 
rounded by fair ladies stricken with grief and weeping and cry- 
ing around them in woe, 0 tiger of Vrishni’s race !** The faces- 
of those beautiful ladies, 0 Keijava, though pale, look resplen- 
dent still like an assemblage of red lotuses!** Those Kiiru 
ladies have ceased to weep, with their respective followers and' 
companions. They are all, filled with anxiety. Overwhelmed 
with sorrow, they are running hither and thither.** The faces 
of those fair ones have, with weeping and anger, become res- 
plendent as the morning sun or gold or burnished copper.** 
Hearing each other’s lamentations of incomplete sense, those 
ladies, in consequence of the loud wails of woe bursting from 
every side, arc unable to catch each others meaning.** Some 
amongst them, drawing long sighs and indulging in repeat- 
ed lamentations, are stiipified by grief and are abandoning 
their life-breaths 1*^ Many of them, beholding the bodies (of 
their sons, husbands, or sires), are weeping and setting up 
loud wails. Others are striking their heads with their own 
soft hands.** The Earth, strewn with severed heads and- 
hands and other limbs mingled together and gathered in large 
heaps, lool 5 ;s resplendent with these signs of havoc !** Be- 
holding many headless trunks of great beauty, and many 
heads without trunks, those fair ones are lying senseless on 
the ground for a long while.*® Uniting particular heads with 
particular trunks, those ladies, senseless with grief, are again 
discovering their mistakes, and saying, -•This is not this one & 
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—and are weeping more bitterly !'* Others, uniting arms and 
thighs and feet, cut off with shafts, are giving wa/ to grief 
and losing their senses repeatedly (at the sight of the -restored 
forms)!** Some amongst the Bharata ladies, beholding the 
bodiea of their lords, — bodies that have been mangled by 
animals and birds and severed of their heads,— are succeeding 
not in recognising them.** Others, beholding their brothers, 
sires, sons, and husbands slain by foes, are, 0 destroyer of 
Madhu, striking their heads with their own hands.** Miry with 
flesh and blood, the Earth has become impassable ;^vith arms 
still holding swords in their grasp, and with heads adorned 
•with ear-rings.** Beholding the field strewn with their bro- 
thers and sires, and sons, those faultless ladies, who had never 
before suffered the least distress, are now plunged into un- 
utterable woe I** Behold, O Janarddana, those numerous* 
bevies of Dhritarashtra’s danghters-in-Iaw, resembling succes- 
sive multitudes of handsome fillies adorned with excellent 
manes !** What, 0 Ke 9 ava, can be a sadder spectacle for me 
to behold than that presented by those ladies of fair forms 
who have assumed such an aspect?** Without doubt, I must 
have perpetrated great sins in ray former lives, since I am 
beholding, O Kegava, my sons and grandsons and brothers all 
slain by foes r While indulging in such lamentations in grief, 
Gandhari's eyes fell upon her son (Duryodhana),’’** 


Section XVII. 

Vai 5 ampayana said, — “Beholding Duryodhana, Gandhari, 
deprived of her senses by grief, suddenly fell down on the 
Earth like an uprooted plantain tree.* Having regained her 
senses soon, she began to weep, repeatedly uttering loud wails 
at the sight of her son lying on the bare ground, covered 
with blood.* Embracing her son, Gandhari indulged in pite- 
ous lamentations for him. Stricken with grief, and with 
senses exceedingly agitated, the Kuru queen exclaimed, — ‘Alas, 
O son 1* *Alas, 0 son !** — Burning with sorrow, the queen 
drenched with her tears the body of her son, possessed t>f 
inaesive and broad shoulders, and adorned with garlands and 
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collar. Addressing Hrishike^a who stood near, she said,*— 
‘On the ete of this battle, 0 puissant one, that has extermi- 
nated this race, this foremost of kings, 0 thou of Vrishni’s 
race, said unto me,* — In this internecine battle, 0 mother, wish 
me victory! — When he said these words, myself, knowing that 
a great calamity had come upon us, told him even this, 0 tiger 
among men, viz., — Thither is victory where righteousness is!** 
And since, 0 son, thy heart is set on battle, thou wilt, without 
doubt, obtain those regions that are attainable by (the use 
of ) weapops (and sport there) like a celestial!’ — Even these 
were the words that I then said unto him. I did not then 


grieve for my son. I grieve, however, for the helpless Dhrita- 
rashtra bereaved of friends and kinsmen !* Behold, 0 Ma- 
dhava, my son, that foremost of warriors, wrathful, skilled in 
weapons, and irresistible in battle, sleeping on the bed of 
hejoes ? Behold the reverses brought about by Time ! This 
scorcher of foes that used of old to walk at the head of all 
crowned persons now sleepeth on the dust!’® Without doubt, 
the heroic Duryodhana, w,hen he sleeps on that bed which 
is the heroe's, hath obtained the most unattainable end !“ 
Inauspicious jackals are now delighting that prince asleep on 
the heroe's bed, who was formerly delighted by the fairest of 
ladies sitting round him !** He who was formerly encircled 
by kings vieing with one another to give him pleasure, alas, 
he, slain and lying on the grou id, is now encircled by 
vultures !** He who was formerly fanned with beautiful fans 
by fair ladies, is now fanned by (carnivorous) birds with flaps 
of their wings !‘* Possessed of great strength and true pro- 
wess, this mighty-armod prince, slain by Bhimasena in battle, 
sleeps like an elephant slain by a lion !‘* Behold Duryodhana, 
0 Krishna, lying on the bare ground, covered with blood, 
slain by Bhimasena with his mace !** That mighty*armed one 
who had in battle assembled together eleven Akshauhinis of 
troops, O Keejava, hath, in consequence of his own evil policy, 
been now slain.^^ Alas, there that great bowman and mighty 
bar-warrior slaeps, slain by Bhimasena, like a tiger slain by 
a lion !** Having disregarded Vidura, as also his own sire, 
this reckless, foolish, und wicked prince hath succumbed^ to 
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death, in consequence of his disregard of the old !‘® 'He who 
had ruled the Earth, without a rival, for thirteen }fcears, alas, 
that prince, that son of mine, sleepeth today on the bare 
ground, slain by his foes I*® Not long before, O Krishna, I 
beheld the Earth, full of elephants and kine and horses, 
ruled by Duryodhana !** Today, 0 thou of mighty-arms, I 
•gee her ruled by another, and destitute of elephants and kine 
and horses! What need have I, 0 Madhava, of life?** Be- 
hold, again, this sight that is more painful than the death 
of my son, the sight, of these fair ladies weeping by the 
side of the slain heroes !** Behold, 0 Krishna, the mother of 
Lakshmana, that lady of large hips, with her tresses dis- 
hevelled, that dear spouse of Duryodhana,* resembling a sacri- 
ficial altar of gold !** Without doubt, this damsel of great 
intelligence, while her mighty-armed lord was formerly alive,* 
used to sport within the embrace of her lord’s handsome 
arms !** Why, indeed, does not this heart of mine break into 
a hundred fragments at the sight of my son and grandson 
slain in battle ?** Alas, that faultless lady now smells (the 
head of ) her son covered with blood ! Now, again, that lady 
of fair thighs is gently rubbing Duryodhana’s body with 
her fair hand.*^ At one time she is sorrowing for her lord and 
at another for her son ! At one time she looketh on her lord, 
at another on her son !** Behold, 0 Madhava, striking her 
head with her hands, she falls upon the breast of her heroic 
spouse, the king of the Kurus !** Possessed of complexion 
like that of the filaments of the lotus, she still looketh beauti- 
ful like a lotus. The unfortunate princess now rubbeth the 
face of her son and now that of her lord !** If the scriptures 
and the prutis be true, without doubt, this king has obtained 
those regions (of blessedness) that one may win by the use 
of weapons !’ 


♦ Lit,, one who dwelt on the breast of Duryodhana,— T, 
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Section XVIIL 

•“GSndhari said, — ‘Behold, 0 Madhava, my century of sons, 
incapable of fatigue (from exertion in battle), have all been 
slain by Bhimasena with his mace in battle !‘ That which 
grieves me more today is that these my daughtersdn-law, of 
tender years, deprived of sons and with dishevelled hair, are. 
Avandering on the 'field today 1* Alas, they who formerly 
walked only on the terraces of goodly mansions with feet 
adorned with many ornaments, are now, in great affliction of 
heart, obliged to touch with those feet of theirs this hard 
Earth miry with blood Reeling in sorrow, they are wander- 
ing like inebriated persons, driving away vultures and jackals 
and crows with difficulty Behold, that lady of faultless 
•limbs, and slender waist, seeing this terrible carnage, falleth 
down, overwhelmed with grief!* Beholding this princess, 
thfs mother of Lakshmana, 0 thou of mighty-arms, my heart 
is torn with grief!® These beautiful ladies of fair arms, some 
seeing their brothers, some their husbands, and some their 
sons, lying down in death on the bare ground, are themselves 
falling down, seizing the arms of the slain 1^ Listen, 0 un- 
vanquished one, to the loud wails of those elderly ladies and 
those others of middle age at sight of this terrible carnage !* 
Supporting themselves against broken boxes of cars rnd 
the bodies of slain elephants and ?.teeds, behold, 0 thou of 
great might, those dames, worn oiit with fatigue, are rest- 
ing themselves Behold, 0 Krishna, some one amongst 
them, taking up some kinsman's severed head decked Avith 
beautiful nose and ear-rings, is standing in grief !^® I think, 
0 sinless one, that both those and myself of little under- 
standing must have committed great sins in our former 
lives, since, 0 Janarddana, all our relatives and kinsmen 
liave thus been slain by king Yiidhishthira the just! Our acts, 
righteous or unrighteous, cannot go for nothing, 0 thou of 
Vrishni’s race !**t B diold, 0 Madhava, those young ladies 


The Bengal reading is slightly different. — T. 
t /. f., their fruits must have to be enjoyed or suffered. — T. 
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of beautiful bosoma and abdomen, well-born, possessed of 
modesty, having black eye-lashes and tresses of the s^me color 
on their heads, endued with voice sweet and dear like that* of 
swans, are falling down, deprived of their senses by great 
grief and uttering piteous cries like flights of cranes 
Behold, 0 lotus-eyed hero, their beatiful faces resembling- 
full-blown lotuses, are scorched by vhe sun !*• Alas, 0 Vasuv 
deva, the wives of my proud children possessed of prowess 
like that of infuriate elephants, are now exposed to the gaze 
of common people !** Behold, 0 Govinda, the shields decked 
with hundred moons, the standards of solar effulgence, the 
golden coats of mail, and the collars and cuirasses made of 
gold,*^ and the head-gears, of my sons, scattered on the Earth, 
are blazing with splendour like sacrificial fires over which 
have been poured libations of clarified batter There, Dus^a.-. 
Sana sleepeth, felled by Bhima, and the blood of all bis limbs 
quaffed by that heroic slayer of foes!*® Behold that otfier 
son of mine, 0 Madhava, slain by Bhima with his rfiace, 
impelled by Draupadi and the recollection of his woes at the 
time of the match at dice Addressing the dice-won princess 
of Panchala in the midst of the assembly, this Dusfjasana, 
desirous of doing what was agreeable to his (elder) brother as 
also to Kama, 0 Janarddana, had said,** — Thou art now the 
wife of a slave ! With Sahadeva and Nakula and Arjuna, 
0 lady, enter our household now !** — On that occasion, 0 
Krishna, I said unto king Duryodhana, — O son, cast off (from 
thy side) the wrathful Cakuni 1*® Know that tby mater- 
nal uncle is of very wicked soul and exceedingly fond of 
quarrel! Casting him off without delay, make peace with 
the Pandavas, 0 son !®* O thou of little intelligence, thinkest 
thou not of Bhimasena filled with wrath I Thou art piercing 
him with thy wordy shafts like a person striking an elephant 
with burning brands!®* — Alas, disregarding my words, h(? 
vomitted his wordy poison at them like a snake vomitting his 
pjison at a bovine bull, — at them who had already been pierc- 
ed with his wordy darts I®* There, that Dustjasana sleopeth, 
stretching his t^o massive arms, slain by Bhimasena like a 
raighty elephant Py a lion, The very wr^athful Bhimasena 
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psrpetraled a most, horrible act by drinking in battle the 
blood of his foe 1’ 


Section XIX. 

“QandhSri said, — ‘There, 0 Madhara, my son Vikarna, 
applauded by the wise, lieth on the bare ground, slain 
Bhima and mangled horribly !' Deprived of life, 0 slayer 
of Madhu, Vikarna lieth in the midst of (slain) elephants 
like the moon in the autumnal sky surrounded by blue 
clouds !’ His broad palm, cased in leathern fence, and scarred 
by constant wielding of the bow, is pierced with difficulty by 
vultures desirous of feeding upon it !' His helpless young 
wife, 0 Madhava, is continually endeavouring, without suc- 
* cess, to drive away those vultures desirous of feeding on car- 
rion !‘ The youthful and brave and handsome Vikarna, 0 bull 
among men, brought up in luxury and deserving of every 
kind of weal, now sleepeth amid the dust, 0 Madhava'.* 
Though all his vital parts have been pierced with cloth-yard 
shafts and bearded arrows and nSlikas, yet that beauty of 
person which was his hath not forsaken this best of tho 
Bharatas !‘ There, ray son Durmuksha, that slayer of larga 
bauds of foos, sleepeth, with face towards the enenay, slain by 
the heroic Bhimasena in observance of his vow 1’ His face 
0 Krishna, half eaten away by bea'.ts of prey, looketh more 
handsome, 0 child, even like the moon on the seventh day of 
the lighted fortnight !• Behold, 0 Krishna, the face of thak 
heroic son of mine, which is even such ! How could that son 
of mine be slain by foes and thus made to eat the dust ?* 
0 amiable one, how could that Durmukha, before whom no 
.foe could stand, be slain by foes, 0 subjugator of celestial 
regions !” Behold, 0 slayer of Madhu, that other son of 
‘ Dhritarashtra, viz., Chitrasena, slain and lying on the ground, 
that hero who was the model of all bowmen?” Those young 
ladies, affiicted with grief and uttering piteous cries, are now 
sitting, with beasts of prey, around his fair form adorned 
with wreaths nnd garlands !“ These loud w^ils of woe, utter- 
ed by women, and these cries and roars of beasts of prey, 
6 
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seem exceedingly wonderful to me, O Krishna Youthful 
and handsome, and always waited upon and served by the 
most beautiful ladies, my son Vivinejati, 0 Madhava, sleepeth 
there, stained with dust!'^ His armour hath been pierced 
with arrows. Slain in the midst of the carnage, alas, the 
heroic Viving(;ati is now surrounded and waited upon by vul- 
^^ures Having in battle penetrated the ranks of the Pandava 
army, that hero now lieth on the bed of a hero, — on the bed, 
that is, of an exalted Kshatriya Behold, 0 Krishna, his 
very beautiful face, with a smile playing on it, adorne^f with ex- 
cellent nose and fair eyebrows, and resembling the resplendent 
Moon himself Formerly a large number of the most beauti- 
ful ladies used to wait upon him, like thousands of celestial 
girls upon a sporting Oandharva Who again could endure 
my son Dussaha, that slayer of heroic foes, that hero, that 
ornament of assemblies, that irresistible warrior, that resister 
of foes The body of Dussaha, covered with arrows, looks 
resplendent like a mountain overgrown with flowering Kami* 
kdras}* With his garland of gold, and his bright armour, 
Dussaha, though deprived of life, looks resplendent yet, like 
a white mountain or fire !’ 


Section XX, 

“Gandhari said, — ‘He whose might and courage were regard- 
ed, 0 Ke(;ava, as a one and half times superior to those of his 
sire and thee, he who resembled a fierce and proud lion,* he 
who, without a follower, alone pierced the impenetrable array of 
my son, he who proved to be the death of many, alas, he now 
sleepeth there, having himself succumbed to death I see, 0 
Krishna, iihe splendour of that son of Arjuna, of that hero of. 
immeasurable energy, viz., Abhimanyu, hath not been dimmed ^ 
even in death 1* There, the daughter of Virata, the daughter- 
in-law of the wielder of Odndiva, that girl of faultless beauty, 
overwhelmed with grief at sight of her heroic husband, is 
indulging in lamentations!^ That young wife, viz., the 
daughter of Vir^, approaching her lord, is gently rubbing * 
Mm, 0 Ktiahna; wUh her hand I* Formerly, that highly 
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intelligeAt and exceedingly beautiful girl, inebriated with 
honied wi^ea, used bashfully to embrace her lord, and kiss 
the face of Subhadra’s son, that face which resembled a full- 
blown lotus and which was supported on a neck adorned 
with three.lines like those of a conch* shell Taking off her 

lords golden coat of mall, O hero, that damsel is gazing now 
6n the blood-dyed body of her spouse !« Beholding her lord,* 
0 Krishna, that girl addresses thee and says, — 0 lotus-eyed one, 
this hero whose eyes resembled thine, hath been slain I* In 
might and^ energy, and prowess also, he was thy equal, 0 sin-.- 
less one 1 He resembled thee very much in beauty. Yet he 
sleeps on the ground, slain by the enemy 1*® — Addressing her 
own lord, the damsel says again, — Thou wert brought up in 
every luxury ! Thou usedst to sleep on soft skins of the 
• Ranku deer ! Alas, does not thy body feel pain today by 
lying thus on the bare ground?” Stretching thy massive 
arms adorned with golden Angadas, resembling, a couple of 
elep\iant*s trunks, and covered with akin hardened by frequent 
use of the bow, thou sleekest, O lord,” in peace, as if exhaust- 
ed with the toil of too much exercise in the gymnasium 1 Alas, 
why dost thou not address me that am weeping so ?” I do not 
remember to have ever offended thee ! Why dost thou not 
speak to me then ? Formerly, thou usedst to address me even 
when thou wouldst sec me at a distance I” 0 reverend sir, 
whither wilt thou go, leaving behind thee the much-respected 
Subhadra, these thy sires that resemble the very celestials, 
and my own wretched self distracted with woe ?** — Behold, 
0 Krishna, gathering with her hands the blood-dyed locks of 
her lord and placing his head on her lap, the beautiful damsel 
is speaking to him as if he were alive,” — How couldst those 
great car- warriors slay thee in the midst of battle, — thee 
that art the sister’s son of Vasudeva and the son of the wielder 
of Gandiva Alas, fie on those warriors of wicked deeds, 
viz., Kripa and Kama and Jayadratba and Drona and Drona’s 
son, by whom thou wert deprived of life !” What was the 
state of mind of those great car-warriors at that time when 
•they surrounded thee, a warrior of tender yeaijp, and slew thee 
to my grief?” How couldst thou, 0 hero, who had so mapy 
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protectorSj be slain so helplessly in the very sight of the 
Pandavas and the Panchalas ?•• Beholding thee, . 0 hero, 
slain in battle by many persons united together, how ,is that 
tiger among men, that son of Panda, viz., thy sire, able to 
bear the burden of life ?“ Neither the acquisition . of a vast 
kingdom, nor the defeat of their foes, conduces to the joy of 
«the Parthas bereft of thee, 0 lotus-eyed one !“ By the 
practice of virtue and self-restraint, I shall very soon repair to 
those regions of bliss which thou hast acquired by the use of 
weapons I Protect me, 0 hero, when I repair to those regions !*• 
When one’s hour does not come, one cannot die, since, wretch- 
ed that I am, I still draw breath after seeing thee slain in 
battle !** Having repaired to the region of the Pitris, whom 
else, like me, dost thou address now, 0 tiger among men, in 
sweet words mingled with smiles Without doubt, thou * 
wilt agitate the hearts of the Apsards in heaven, with thy 
great beauty and thy soft words mingled with smiles !*• Hav- 
ing obtained the regions reserved for persons of righteous 
deeds, thou art now united, 0 son of Subhadra, with the 
Apsards 1 While sporting with them, recollect at times my 
good acts towards thee !” Thy union with me in this world 
bad, it seems, been ordained for only six months, for on the 
seventh, 0 hero, thou hast been bereft of life !** — 0 Krishna, 
the ladies of the royal house of Matsya are dragging away the 
afflicted Uttara, baffled of all her purposes, while lamenting 
in this strain !•• Those ladies, dragging away the afflicted 
Uttara, themselves still more afflicted than that girl, ^re weep- 
ing and uttering loud wails at sight of the slain Virata 
Mangled with the weapons and shafts of Drona, prostrate on 
the ground, and covered with blood, Virata is encompassed by 
screaming vultures and howling jackals and crowing ravens 
Those black-eyed ladies, approaching the prostrate form of the 
Matsya king over which carnivorous birds are uttering cries of 
joy, are endeavouring to turn the body. Weakened by grief 
ant} exceedingly afflicted, they are unable to do what they 
intend!^* Scorched by the Sun, and worn out with exertion 
and toil, their faces have become colourless and pale !** Behold* 
ftUo, 0 those othei cbil^eo, besides AbhUnanyu, 
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Tiz., Uttkra, Sudakshina the prince of the Kamvojas, and the 
handsome 'Lakshmana, all lying on the field of battle 


Section XXI. 

“Gandhari said, — ‘There the mighty Kama, that great 
bowman, lieth on the ground ! In battle he was like a blazing 
fire ! That fire, however, hath now been extinguished by the 
energy of Partha !* Behold, Vikartana’a son Kama, after having 
slain manyu Atirathas, has been prostrated on the bare ground, 
and is drenched with blood !* Wrathful and possessed of great 
energy, he was a great bowman and a mighty car-warrior ! 
Slain in battle by the wielder of Oandiva, that hero now 
sleepeth on the ground !‘ My sons, those mighty car-warriors, 
from fear of the Pandavas, fought, placing Kama at their head, 
like, a herd of elephants with its leader to the fore Alas, like 
a tig^r slain by a lion, or an elephant by an infuriate elephant, 
that warrior hath been slain in battle by Savyasachin !• Assem- 
bled together, 0 tiger among men, the wives of that warrior, 
with dishevelled tresses and loud wails of grief, are sitting 
around that fallen hero !' Filled with anxiety caused by the 
thoughts of that warrior, king Yudhishthira the just could not, 
for thirteen years, obtain a wink of sleep !’ Incapable of being 
checked by foes in battle like Maghavat himself who is invin- 
cible by enemies, Kama was like the i.ll-destroyingfire of fierce 
flames at the end of the Yuga, and immoveable like Himavat 
himself !* That hero became the protector of Dhritar&shtra s 
son, 0 Madhava ! Alas, deprived of life, he now lieth on the 
bare ground, like a tree prostrated by the wind !* Behold, the 
wife of Kama and mother of Vrishasena, is indulging in piteous 
lamentations and crying and weeping and falling upon the 
ground !'* Even now she exclaims, — Without doubt, thy pre- 
ceptor’s curse hath pursued thee ! When the wheel of thy car 
was swallowed up by the Earth, the cruel Dhananjaya cut off 
thy head with an arrow !“ Alas, fie (on heroism and skill) 
That lady, the Another of Sushena, exceedingly afflicted and 
uttering cries of woe, is falling down, deprived of her senses, 
at the sight of the mighty-wmed and hrave Kama, prostrated 
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on the Earth, with his waist still encircled with sf belt of 
gold!‘* Carnivorous creatures, feeding on the body of that 
illustrious hero, have reduced it to very small dimensions. 
The sight is not gladdening, like that of the moon on the 
fourteenth night of the dark-fortnight !*• Falling down on 
the Earth, the cheerless dame is rising up again. Burning 
• with grief on account of the death of her son also, she comefh 
and smelleth the face of her lord T 


Section XXIL 

‘‘Qandhari said, — “Slain by Bhimasena, behold, the lord 
of Avanti lies there ! Vultures and jackals and crows are 
feeding upon that hero ! Though possessed of many friends, 
he lies now perfectly friendless Behold, 0 slayer of Madhii* 
having made a great slaughter of foes, that warrior is now 
lying on the bed of a hero, covered with blood!* Jackals, 
and Kankas, and other carnivorous creatures of diverse kinds, 
are dragging him now ! Behold the reverses brought about by 
Time !• His wives, assembled together, and crying in grief, 
are sitting around that hero who in life was a terrible slayer 
of foes but who now lies on the bed of a hero 1* Behold, 
Pratipa’s son Valhika, that mighty bowman possessed of great 
energy, slain with a broad-headed shaft, is now lying on the 
ground like a sleeping tiger '• Though deprived of life, the 
color of his face is still exceedingly bright, like that of the 
moon at full, risen on the fifteenth day of the lighted fort- 
night !* Burning with grief on account of the death of his 
son, and desirous of accomplishing his vow, Indra's son (Arjuna) 
hath slain there that son of Vriddhakshatra 1^ Behold that 
Jayadratha, who was protected by the illustrious Drona, slain 
byParthabent on accomplishing his vow, after penetrating 
through eleven Alcshauhinis of troops !* Inauspicious vultures, 
O Janarddana, are feeding upon Jayadratha, the lord of the 
Sindhu-Sauviras, full of pride and energy !• Though sought 
to be protected by his devoted wives, see, O Achyuta, carni- 
' vorous creatures are dragging his body away to a jungle -in 
the vicinity!** The Karavoja and Yavana wives of 
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mighty-artned lord of the Sindhus and the Sauviras are waiting 
upon him 'for protecting him (from the wild beasts)." At 
that time, 0 Janarddana, when Jayadratha, assisted by the 
Kekayas, endeavoured to ravish Draupadi, he deserved to be 
slain by the* Pandavas 1" From regard, however, for Dus 9 ala, 
they set him free on that occasion ! Why, 0 Krishna, did they 
not show some regard for that Duscjala once more!" That 
daughter of mine, of tender years, is now crying in grief! 
She is striking her body with her own hands and censuring 
the Pandavas 1*" What, 0 Krishna, can be a greater grief 
to me than that my daughter of tender years should be a 
widow and all ray daughters-in-law should become lordless !*• 
Alas, alas, behold, my daughter Dusgala, having cast oS her 
grief and fears, is running hither and thither in search after 
the head of her husband 1" He who had checked all the 
Pandavas desirous of rescuing their son, after causing the 
slaughter of a vast force, at last himself succumbed to death 1*^ 
Alas, those wives of his, with faces as beautiful as the moon, 
are carrying, sitting around ihat irresistible hero who resembled 
an infuriate elephant !’ 


Section XXIII. 

'‘Gandhari said, — ‘There lies Galya, the maternal uncle 
himself of Nakula, slain in battle, 0 lire, by the pious and 
virtuous Yudhishthira !* He used everywhere, 0 bull among 
men, to boas*fe of his equality with thee ! That mighty car- 
warrior, viz., the ruler of the Madras, now lieth, deprived of 
life !• When he. accepted the drivership of Kama’s car in battle, 
he sought to damp the energy of Kama for giving victory to 
the«oiisof Pandu !• Alas, alas, behold the smooth face of 
Da^a, beautiful as the moon, and adorned with eyes resembling 
the petals of the lotus, eaten away by crows There, the tongue 
that king, of the complexion of heated gold, lolling out of 
his mouth, is, 0 Krishna, being eaten away by carnivorous 
birds !* The ladies of the royal house of Madra, uttering loud 
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wails of woe, are sitting around the body of that king, 4hat orna- 
ment of assemblies, deprived of life by Yudhishthirk !* Those 
ladies are sitting around that fallen hero like a herd of she-ele- 
phants in their season around their leader sunk in a slough.'^"® 
Behold the brave Galya, that giver of protection, that foremost 
of car-warriors, stretched on the bed of heroes, his body mangl- 
ed with shafts !* There, king Bhagadatta of great prowess, the 
ruler of a mountainous kingdom, the foremost of all wiclders 
of the elephant-hook, lieth on the ground, deprived of life 
Behold the garland of gold that he still wears o{\ his head, 
looketh resplendent ’ Though the body is being eaten away 
by beasts of prey, that garland still adorns the fair locks on 
his head !‘* Fierce was the battle that took place between this 
king and Partha, making the very hair to stand on end, like 
that beteen Cakra and the Aaura Vritra !*• This mighty- 
armed one, having fought Dhananjaya the son of Pritha^ and 
having reduced him to great straits, was at last slain |)y his 
antagonist He who had no equal on Earth in heroism and 
energy, that achiever of terrible feats in battle, viz., Bhishma, 
lieth there, deprived of life !** Behold the son of Cantanu, 
0 Krishna, that warrior of solar effulgence, stretched on the 
Earth, like the Sun himself fallen from the firmament at the 
end of the Yuga Having scorched his foes with the fire 
of his weapons in battle, that valiant warrior, that Sun among 
men, 0 Ke 9 ava, hath set like the real Sun at evening Be- 
hold that hero, 0 Krishna, who in knowledge of duty was 
equal to Devapi himself, now lying on a bed of arrows, so 
worthy of heroes Having spread his excellent bed of 
barbed and unbarbed arrows, that hero lieth on it like the 
divine Skanda on a clump of heath Indeed, the son of 
Ganga lieth, resting his head on that excellent pillow, /lon- 
listing of three arrows, — becoming complement of his bed^ — 
given him by the wielder of Qdndiva For obeying the com- 
mand of his sire, this illustrious one drew up his vital seed. 
Unrivalled in battle, that son of C&ntanu lieth there, 0 
MSrdhava!*® Of righteous soul and acquainted with every 
duty, by the aid of his knowledge relating to both the woTrlclSi 
that hero, though mortal, is still bearing his life like an im- 
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mortal ^ When Canfanus gon lioth today, struck down with 
n,rrowg, it seems that no other person is alive on Earth that 
poRsesseth learning and prowess and that is competent to 
achieve great feats in battle I** Truthful in speech, this 
righteous and virtuous hero, solicited by the Pandavas, told 
them the means of his own death I** Alas, he who had reviv- 
*ed the line of Kuril that had become extinct, that illustrioua 
person possessed of great intelligence, hath left the world with 
all the Kurus in his company !** Of whom, 0 Madhava, will 
the Kurus enquire of religion and duty after that bull among 
men, vi/., 3evavrata, who resembles a god, shall have gone 
to heaven ?** Behold Drona, that foremost of Brahmanas, that* 
preceptor of Arjiina, of Satyaki, and of the Kurus, lying ou 
the ground!** Endued with mighty energy, Drona, 0 Ma- 
dhava, was as conversant with the four kinds of arms as the 
chief of the celestials or Cukra of Bhrigu’s race !” Through 
his^racQ, Vibhatsu the son of Pandu hath achieved the mo«t 2 
difficult feats ! Deprived of life, he now lies on the ground ! Weap- 
ons refused to come (at last) at his bidding !” Placing him at 
their head, the Kauravas had challenged the Pandavas. That 
foremost of all wielders of weapons was at last mangled with 
weapons !** As he careered in battle, scorching his foes in every 
direction, his course resembled that of a blazing conflagration 
Alas, deprived of life, he now lies on the ground, like aa 
extinguished fire The handle of the bow is yet in his 
grasp. The leathern fences, 0 Madlu va, still encase his fingers. 
Though slain, he still looketh as if alive The four Vedas, 
and all kinds of weapons, 0 Keijava, did not abandon that 
hero even as these do not abandon the Lord Prajapati him- 
self.’* His auspicious feet, deserving of every adoration and 
adored as a matter of fact by bards and eulogists, and wor- 
shipped by disciples, are now being dragged by jackals !’* 
Deprived of her senses by grief, Kripi wofully attendeth, O 
slayer of Madhu, on that Drona who hath been slain by 
Drnpada’s son 1’^ Behold that afflicted lady, fallen upon 
the Earth, with dishevelled hair and face hanging down ! 
Alas, she attendeth in sorrow upon her lifeless lord, that fore- 
most of all wielders of weapons, lying on the ground !*• Many 
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Srahmachdrins, with matted locks on their head, are* attend- 
ing upon the body of Drona that is cased in armour rent 
through and through, 0 Kogava, with the shafts of Dhrishta- 
dyumna!®* The illustrious and delicate Kripi, cheerless and 
afflicted, is endeavouring to perform the last rites on the 
body of her lord slain in battle!*’ There, those ‘ reciters of 
SdmanSy having placed the body of Drona on the funeral pyre^ 
and having ignited the fire with due rites, are singing the three 
(well-known) Sdmans /** Those BrahmachdrinSy with matted 
locks on their heads, have piled the funeral pyre of that 
Brahmana with bows and darts and car-boxes, 0 •Madhava !** 
Having collected diverse other kinds of shafts, that hero of 
great energy is being consumed by them * Indeed, having 
placed him on the pyre, they are singing and weeping/® Others 
are reciting the three (well-known) Sdmanfi that are used on 
such occasions. Consuming Drona on that fire, like fire in 
fire,** those disciples of his, of the regenerate class, are ipro- 
ceeding towards the banks of Ganga, along the left side of 
the pyro and having placed Kripi at their head 1’ 

9 - 

Section XXIV. 

“Gandhari said, — ‘Behold the son of Somadatta, who was 
slain by Yuyudhana, pecked at and torn by a large number of 
birds !* Burning with grief at the death of his son, Soma- 
datta, 0 Janarddana, (as he lies there) seems to censure the 
great bowman Yuyudhana !* There the mother of Bhurigra- 
vas, that faultless lady, overcome with grief, is adc^ressing her 
lord Somadatta, saying,* — By good luck, 0 king, thou seest 
not this terrible carnage of the Bharatas, this extermina- 
tion of the Kurus, this sight that resembles the scenes 
occurring at the end of the Yiiga By good luck, thou 
seest not thy heroic son, who bore the device of the sacrificial 
stake on his banner and who performed numerous sacrificers 
with profuse presents to all, slain on the the field of battle I* 
By good luck, thou hearest not those frightful wails of woe 
uttered amidst this carnage by thy daughters-in-law like the 
screanis of a flight of cranes on the bosom of the seal* Thy 
daughters in-law, bereaved of both husbands and sous, are 
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running hither and thither, each clad in a single piece of 
raiment- and each with her black tresses all dishevelled By 
good luck, thou seest not thy son, that tiger among men'; 
deprived of one of his arms, overthrown by Arjuna, and even 
now in course of being devoured by beasts of prey 1® By good 
,luck, thou seest not today thy son Gala slain in battle, and < 
Bhuri^ravas deprived of lif^, and thy widowed daughters-in-law 
plunged into grief!® By good luck, thou seest not the golden 
umbrella of that illustrious warrior who had the sacrificial 
stake for th« device on his banner, torn and broken on the 
terrace of his car There the black-eyed wives of Bhuri- 
<;,ravas are indulging in piteous lamentations, surrounding their 
lord slain by Satyaki 1“ Afflicted with grief on account of 
the slaughter of their lord, those ladies, indulging in copious 
lamentations, are falling down on the Earth with their faces 
towards the ground, and slowly approaching thee, 0 Kegava !** 
— Aloe, why did Arjuna of pure deeds perpetrate such a censur- 
able act, since he struck off the arm of a heedless warrior who 
was brave and devoted to* the performance of sacrifices 
Alas, Satyaki did an act that was still more sinful, for he took 
the life of a person of restrained soul while sitting in the 
observance of the prdya vow 1*^ Alas, O righteous one, thou 
best on the ground, slain unfairly by two foes! — Even thus, 

0 Madhava, those wives of Bhuri§ravas are crying aloud in 
woe There, those wives of that warrior, all possessed of 
slender waists, are placing upon their laps the lopped off arn* 
of their lord and weeping bitterly 1*® — Here is that arm 
which used to invade the girdles, grind the deep bosoms, and 
touch the navel, the thighs, and the hips, of fair women, and 
loosen the ties of the drawers worn by them 1*^ Here is that 
arnl which slew foes and dispelled the fears of friends, whichr 
gave thousands of kine and exterminated Kshatriyas in 
battle In the presence of Vasudeva himself, Arjuna of 
unstained deeds lopped it off thy heedless self while thou wert 
engaged with another in battle What, indeed, wilt thou, 
O Janiirddana, say of this great feat of Arjuna while speak- 
ing of it in the midst of assemblies 1 What also will the 
diadem decked Arjuna himself say of — Censuring thee: 
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in this way, that foremost of ladies hath stopped at last ! The 

« 

co-wives of that lady are piteously lameutiiig with her as if 
she were their daughter-in-law 

" ‘There the mighty Cakuni, the chief of the Gandharas, of 
prowess incapable of being baffled, hath been slain by Saha- 
deva, the maternal uncle by the sisters son!** Formerly, he, 
used to be fanned with a couple (rf gold-handed fans ! Alas, 
now, his prostrate form is being fanned by birds with their 
swings !*• He used to assume hundreds and thousands of forms. 
All the illusions, however, of that individual possessed of 
great deceptive powers, have been burnt by the energy of 
the son of Pandu !** An expert in guile, he had vanquished 
Yudhishthira in the assembly by his powers of deception and 
won from him his vast kingdom 1 The son of Pandu, how- 
ever, hath now won Cakunis life-breaths I*‘ Behold, 0 Krishna, 
a large number of birds is now sitting around Cakuni ! • An 
expert in dice, alas, he had acquired that skill for the de^struc- 
tion of my sons •** This fire of hostility with the Pandavas 
had been ignited by Cakuni, for the destruction of my child- 
ren as also of himself and his followers and kinsmen !*’' Like 
those acquired by my sons, 0 puissant one, by the use of 
weapons, this one too, however wicked-souled, has acquired 
many regions of bliss by the use of weapons !** My fear, 0 
slayer of Madhu, is that that crooked person may not suc- 
ceed in fomenting dissensions even there between my children 
all of whom are confiding and possessed of candous !’”*• 


Section XXV. 

“Gandhari said, — ‘Behold that irresistible ruler of the Kam 
vojas, that bull-necked hero, lying amid the dust, 0 Madhava, 
though deserving of being stretched at his ease on Kamvcfja 
blankets !* Stricken with great grief, his wife is weeping 
bitterly at sight of his blood-stained arms, which, however, 
Ibfmerly used to be smeared with saiidal-pastc !* Indeed, the 
beauteous one exclaims, — Even now adorned with beauti- 
ful palms and graceful fingers, these two arms of thine re- 
semble a couple of spiked maces,, gening within whose claj^f 
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joy nevW left n^e for a moment !• What will be my end, O 
ri^ler of men, when I am deprived of thee! — Endued with a 
melodious voice, the Kamvoja queen is weeping helplessly and 
quivering with emotion 1^ Behold that bevy of fair ladies 
there ! Although tired with exertion and worn out with heat, 
.yet beauty leaves not their forms like the sightliness of the 
wreaths worn by the celestials although exposed to the Sun*!* 
Behold, 0 slayer of Madhu, the heroic ruler ot the Kalingas 
lying there on the ground, with his mighty arms adorned with 
a couple of Angadas !* Behold, 0 Janarddana, those Magadha 
ladies crying and standing around Jayatsena the ruler of the 
Magadhas !"' The charming and melodious wails of those long- 
eyed and sweet-voiced girls, 0 Krishna, are stupifying my 
heart exceedingly With all their ornaments displaced, cry- 
ing, and afflicted with grief, alas, those ladies of Magadha, 
worthy of resting on costly beds, are now lying down on the 
bare ground !* There, again, those other ladies, surrounding 
their lord, the ruler of the Ko<;alas, viz., prince Vrihadvala, 
are indulging in loud wAils!** Engaged in plucking from his 
body the shafts with which it was pierced by Abhimanyu with 
the full might of his arms, those ladies are repeatedly losing 
their senses 1“ The faces of those beautiful ladies, 0 Madhava, 
through toil and the rays of the Sun, are looking like faded 
lotuses There, the brave sons of Dhrishtadyumna, of tender 
years and all adorned with garlands of gold and beautiful 
Angadas, are lying, slain by Drona 1'* Like insects on a 
blazing fire, they have all been burnt by falling upon Drona 
whose car was the chamber of fire, having the bow for its 
flames and shafts and darts and maces for its fuel !** Similar- 
ly, the five Kekaya brothers, possessed of great courage, and 
adorned with beautiful Angadas, are lying on the gTound» 
slain by Drona and with their faces turned towards that hero !*• 
Their coats of mail, of the splendour of heated gold, and their 
tali standards and cars and garlands all made of the same 
metal, are shedding a bright light on the Earth like so many 
blazing fires Behold, 0 Madhava, king Drupada over- 
thrown m battle by Drona, like a mighty elephant in the 
forest sUiu by i* huge The bright umbrella, white in 
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hue, of the king of the Panchalas, shines, 0 lotus-ey^d one, 
like the moon in the autumnal firmament !** The daugHters-iy- 
law and the wives of the old king, afflictfffl with grief, having 
burnt his body on the funeral pyre, are proceeding, keeping 
the pyre to their right !‘® There, those ladies, dejirived of 
their senses, are removing the brave and great bowman, viz., 
Dhrishtaketu, that bull among the Chedis, slain by Drona !*® 
This crusher of foes, O slayer of Madhu, this great bowman 
having baffled many weapons of Drona, lieth there, deprived 
of life, like a tree uprooted by the wind !** Alas, that bravo 
ruler of the Chedis, that mighty car-warrior, viz., Dhrishta- 
ketu, after having slain thousands of foes, lies, himself depriv- 
ed of life There, 0 Hrishikeya, the wives of the ruler of 
the Chedis are sitting around his body still decked with fair 
locks and beautiful ear-rings, though torn by carnivorous 
birds !** Those foremost of ladies, placing upon their laps the 
prostrate form of the heroic Dhrishtaketu born of the Dagarfca 
race, are crying in sorrow Behold, 0 Hrishike^a, the son, 
possessed of fair locks and excellent ear-rings, of that Dhrishta- 
ketu, hacked in battle by Drona with his shafts He never 
deserted his sire while the latter battled with his foes ! Mark, 
O slayer of Madhu, he does not, even in death, desert that 
heroic parent !*• Even thus, my son’s son, that slayer of hostile 
heroes, viz., the mighty-arrfied Lakshmana, hath followed his 
sire Duryodhana Behold, O Kecava, the two brothers of 
Avanti, viz., Vinda and Anuvinda, lying there on the field, 
like two blossoming ^dla trees in the spring overthrown by 
the tempest!** Clad in golden armour and adorned with 
Angadas of gold, they are still armed with swords and bows ! 
Possessed of eyes like those of a bull, and decked with bright 
garlands, both of them are stretched on the field 1” The 
Pandavas, 0 Krishna, with thyself, are surely unslayablc, since 
they and thou have escaped from Drona and Bhishma, from 
Kama the son of Vikartana, from Kripa,*° from Duryodhana, 
from the son of Drona, from the mighty car-warrior Jayadratha, 
from Somadatta, from Vikarna, and from the bravo Kritavar- 
maa !** Behold the reverses brought about by Time ! Those 
Mis aiB9ng men that were capable of slaying the very celes- 
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tials By force of their weapons, have themselves been slain !** 
Without doubt, 0 Madhava, there is nothing difficult for 
destiny to bring about, since even these bulls among men, these 
heroes, have been slain by Kshatriya warriors !” My sons . 
endued with great activity were (regarded by me as) slain even 
then, OlKrishna, when thou returnedst unsuccessfully to Upa- 
.plavya Cantanu s son and the wise Vidura told me then,-n- 
Cease to bear affection for thy children ! — ”The interviews of 
those persons could not go for nothing. Soon, 0 Janarddana, 
have my sons been consumed into ashes 1* 

Vai(jarnpayana cpritinued, — “Having said these words, Gan- 
dhari, deprived of her senses by grief, fell down on the Earth ! 
Casting off her fortitude, she suffered her senses to be stupi- 
fied by grief Filled with wrath and with sorrow at the 
death of her sons, Gandhari, with agitated heart, ascribed 
every fault to Ke 9 ava.** 

. “Gandhari said, — ‘The Pandavas and the Dhartarashtras, 
0 Jvrishna, have both been burnt ! Whilst they were thus 
being exterminated, 0 Janarddana, why wert thou indifferent 
to them Thou wert competent to prevent the slaughter, 
for thou hast a largo number of followers and a vast force ! 
Thou hadst eloquence, and thou hadst the power (for bringing 
about peace) Since deliberately, 0 slayer of Madhu, thou 
wert indifferent to this universal carnage, therefore, 0 mighty- 
armed one, thou shouldst reap the fruit of this act 1** By the 
little merit I have acquired through waiting dutifully on my 
husband, by that merit so difficult to attain, I shall curse thee, 
0 wielder of the discus and the mace!** Since thou wert in- 
different to the Kurus and the Pandavas whilst they slew each 
other, therefore 0 Govinda, thou shalt be the slayer of thy 
own kinsmen !*** On the thirtysixth year from this, 0 slayer of 
Madhu, thou shalt, after causing the slaughter of thy kinsmen 
and friends and sons, perish by disgustful means within the 
wilderness i** The ladies of thy race, deprived of sons, kins- 
men, and friends, shall weep and cry even as these ladies of 
the Bharata race !’ 

Vai^ampayana continued, — “Hearing these words, the high- 
5ouled Vasudeva, addressing the venerable Gaiviliari, said un- 
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to her these words, with a faint smile/* — ‘There is none in the 
world, save myself, that is capable of exterminating the Vrish- 
nis ! I know this well ! I am endeavouring to bring it about ! 
In denouncing this curse, 0 thou of excellent vows, thou hast 
aided me in the accomplishment of that task!*^ The Vrishnis 
are incapable of being slain by others, be they human Deings 
or gods or Ddnavas ! The Yadavas, therefore, shall fall by. 
one another’s hand’’** After ho of Dagarha’s race had said 
these words, the Pandavas became stupified. Filled with 
anxiety, all of them became hopeless of life !’ 


Section XXVL 

“The holy one said,— ‘Arise, arise, 0 Gfmdhari, do not set 
thy heart on grief ! Through thy fault, this vast carnage has 
taken place !* Thy son Dnryodhana was wicked-soiilcd, 
vious, and exceedingly arrogant. Applauding his wicked acts, 
thou regardest them to be good !* Exceedingly cruel, he was 
the embodiment of hostilities, and disobedient to the injunc- 
tions of the old. Why dost thou wish to ascribe thy own 
faults to me ?® Dead or lost, the person that grieves for what 
has already occurred, obtaineth more grief. By indulging in 
grief, one increases it twofold !* A woman of the regenerate 
class bears children for the practice of austerities ; the cow 
brings forth offspring for bearing burthens ; the mare brings 
forth her young for acquiring speed of motion ; the ^iidva 
woman bears a child for adding to the number of servitors ; 
the Vaicayd woman for adding to the number of keepers of 
cattle. A princess, however, like thee, brings forth sons for 
being slaughtered !’ 

Vai(fampayana said, — “Hearing these words of VUsudevA 
that were disagreeable to her, Gandhari, with heart exceedingly* 
agitated by grief, remained silent.* The royal sage Dhrita- 
rashtra, however, restraining the grief that arises from folly, 
enquired of Yudhishthira the just, saying,^ — ‘If, 0 son of Pandu, 
thou knowest it, tell mo the number of th(»se that have fallen^ 
in this battle, as also of those that have escaped with life !’* 
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“Yudjiibhtliira answered— 'One billion six hundred and 
sixty millions and twenty thousand men have fallen in this 
battle,® Qf the heroes that have escaped, the number is twenty- 
four thousand one hundred and sixty five.**® 

Dhritajashtra said,— Tell me, 0 mighty-armed one, for 
thou art conversant with everything, to what ends have those 
foremost of men attained.*** 

“Yudhishthira said,— ‘Those warriors ef true prowess that 
have cheerfully cast off their bodies in fierce battle, have all 
attained tojcgions like those of Indra.** Knowing death to 
bo inevitable, they that have encountered it cheerlessly, have 
attained to the companionship of the Ganclharvas^^ Those 
warriors that have fallen at the edge of weapons, while turn^ 
ing away from the field or begging for quarter, have attained 
TjO the world of thfi Giihyakas,'*^ Those high-son led warriors 
wh(j, observant of the duties of Kshatriyahood and regarding 
rtighb from battle to be shameful, have fallen, mangled with 
keen weapons, while advancing unarmed against fighting foes, 
have all assumed bright fopms and attained to the regions of 
Brahman !**"*® The remaining warriors, that have anyhow 
met with death on the precincts of the field of battle, have 
attained to the region of the Uttara-Kurus.**^ 

Dhritarashira said, — ‘By the power of what knowledge, 
O son, thou seest these things like one crowned with ascetic 
success ? Tell me this, O mighty-f rnred one, if thou thinkest 
that I can listen to it without impropriety !’*® 

“Yudhfehthira said, — ‘While at thy command I wandered 
in the forest, I obtained this boon on the occasion of sojourn** 
iug to the sacred places^*® I mot with the celestial Eishi 
Loiua(;a and obtained from him the boon of spiritual vision, 
Thus oil a former occasion I obtained second sight through the 
^wer of knowledge 1’®® 

'‘Dhritarashtra said, — Ts it necessary that our people 
should burn, with due rites, the bodies of both the friendless 
and the friended slain ?** What shall we do with those that 
have none tc look after them and that have no sacred fires ? 
The duties that await us are many. Who are those whose (last) 
rites we should perform 0 Yudhishthira, will they 
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regions of blessedness by the merit of their acts, thfy whoso 
bodies are now being torn and dragged by vultures and other 
birds ?”’•» ■ 

Vai^ampayana continued, — “Thus addressed, Kunti's son 
Yudhishthira of great wisdom commanded Sudharman (the 
priest of the Kauravas) and Dbaumya, and Sanjaya of the 
" Swfa order,** and Vidura of great wisdom, and Yuyutsu of' 
Kuru’s race, and all his servants headed by Indrasena, and all 
the other Sutas that were with him,** saying, — ‘Cause the 
funeral rites of the slain, numbering by thousands, to be duly 
performed, so that no body may perish for want of persons to 
take care of them !’** At this command of king Yudhishthira . 
the just, Yidura and Sanjaya and Sudharman and Dhaumya 
and Indrasena and others,*’ procuring sandal aloe and other 
kinds of wood used on such occasions, as also clarified* 
butter and oil and perfumes and costly silken robes and 
other kinds of efoth,** and largo heaps of dry wood, and broken 
cars and diverse kinds of weapons,” caused funeral pyres to bo 
duly made and lighted and then without haste burnt, with due 
rites, the slain kings in proper order.*® They properly burnt 
upon those fires that blazed forth with libations of clarified 
butter poured in torrents over them, the bodies of Duryodhana’ 
and his hundred brothers, of Calya, and Cala, and king 
Bhuriijravas of king Jayadratha and Abhimanyu, 0 Bharata ; 
of Dus^asana’s son and Lakshmana and king Dhrishtakctu j 
of Vrihanta and Somadatta and the hundreds of Srinjayas ; of 
king Kshemadhanwan aud Yirata and Drupada ; of Cikhandin 
the prince of the Panchalas, and Dhrishtadyumna of Prisha- 
ta’s race ; of the valiant Yudhamanyu and Uttamaujas ; of 
the ruler of the Kofjalas, the sons of Draupadi, and Cakuni 
the son of Suvala; of Achala and Vrishaka, and king Bhaga- 
datta ; of Kama and his son of great wrath ; of those gre^ 
bowmen, viz., the Kekaya princes, and those mighty car-warrior^ 
viz., the Trigartas ; of Ghatotkacha the prince of Rdkshasas, 
and the brother of Vaka; of Alamvusha, that foremost of 
Rikahtaas, and king Jalasandha ; and of hundreds and thou- 
sands of other kings.**'** The Pitri-medha rites in honor pf 
some of the illustrious dead were performed there, while some 
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Bang Sagans, and some uttered lamentations for the dead,” 
With thejoud noise of S^mans and Ricks, and the lamenta^ 
tiorfs of the women, all creatures became stupified that night 
TEe*faneral fires, smokeless and blazing brightly (amid the sur- 
rounding ^arkness), looked like luminous planets in the firma- 
ment enveloped by clouds.'** Those among the dead that had 
come from diverse realms and were utterly friendless, were piled > 
together in thousands of heaps and, at the command of 
Yudhishthira, were caused to be burnt by Vidura through a 
large number of persons acting coolly and influenced by good- 
will and aftection, on pyres made of dry wood.**"*® Having 
^caused their last rites to be performed, the Kuru king Yudhish- 
thira, placing Dhritarashtra at his head, proceeded towards the 
river Ganga.”** 


Section XXVII. 

Vai^ampayana said, — ‘‘Arrived at the auspicious Gangafull 
of sacred water, containing many lakes, adorned with high 
banks and broad shores, aud having a vast bed, they cast off 
their ornaments, upper garments, and belts and girdles. The 
Kuru ladies, crying and afflicted with great grief, offered obla- 
tions of water unto their sires and grandsons and brothers and 
kinsmen and sons and reverend seniors and husbands. Conver- 
sant with duties, they also performed the water-rite in honor 
of their friends,*"® While those w.ves of heroes were perform- 
ing this rite in honor of their heroic lords, the access to the 
stream became easy, although the paths (made by the tread of 
many feet) disappeared afterwards.** The shores of the stream, 
though crowded with those spouses of heroes, looked as broad 
as the ocean and presented a spectacle of sorrow and cheerless- 
nq^s.^ Then Kunti, 0 king, in a sudden paroxysm of grief, 
^epingly addressed her sons in these soft words :* — ‘That 
hero and groat bowman, that leader of leaders of car-divisions, 
that warrior distinguished by every mark of heroism, who 
hath been slain by Arjuna in battle,^ that warrior whom, ye 
sons of Paudu, ye took for a Suta's child born of Badha, that 
h«ro who shone in the midst of his forces like the lord Surya 
himself,® who battled with all gf you and your followers, who 
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looked resplendent as he commanded the vast force of Duryo- 
dhana,® who had no equal on Earth for energy, that hero 
who preferred glory to life,^® that unretiring warrior firm in 
truth and never fatigued with exertion, was your eldest brother I 
Offer oblations of water unto that oldest brother of yours 
who was born of me by the god of day ! That hero was born 
with a pair of ear-rings and clad in armour, and resembled 
Surya himself in splendour Hearing these painful words 

of their mother, the Pandavas began to express their grief 
for Kama. Indeed, they became more afflicted than ever.** 
Then that tiger among men, viz., the heroic Yudhisbthira, 
sighing like a snake, asked his mother, — 'That Kama who\vas 
like an ocean having shafts for his billows, his tall standard for 
his vortex/'^ his own mighty arms for a couple of huge alligators, 
his large car for his deep lake, and the sound of his palms for* 
his tempestous roar, and whose impetuoiisity none could with- 
stand save Dhananjaya, 0 mother, wert thou the authoress'" of 
that hero’s being ? How was that son, resembling a very celes- 
tial, born of thee in former days?**'^* The energy of his arms 
scorched all of us ! How, 0 mother, couldst thou conceal him 
like a person concealing a fire within the folds of his cloth 
His might of arms was always worshipped by the Dharta-* 
rashtras even as we always worship the might of the wielder 
of Gdndiva!^^ How was that foremost of mighty men, that 
first of car-warriors, who endured the united force of all lords 
of Earth in battle, how was he a son of thine Was that 
foremost of all wielders of weapons our eldest brotlfer ? How 
didst thou bring forth that child of wonderful prowess 
Alas, in consequence of the concealment of tliis affair by thee, 
we have been undone! By the death of Kama, ourselves 
with all our friends have been exceedingly afUictod !** The 
grief I feel at Kama’s death is a hundred times greater tha^ 
that which was caused by the death of Abhimanyu and the 
sons of Draupadi, and the destruction of the Panchalas and 
the Kurus ! Thinking of Kama, I am burning with grief, 

* So waa that concourse of human heinc;s that in ronsequenco 

of their ' troarl, pavha appeared where paths were none. The access to 
the atroam was tliua facilitated,— T. 
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like a person thrown into a blazing fire !**"” Nothing could 
have heeu^unattainable by us, not excepting things belonging 
to' heaven! Alas, this terrible carnage, so destructive of the 
KtT?tt6, would not have oceurred !’** Copiously indulging in 
lamentations like these, king Yudhishthira the just uttered 
loud wailsTf woe. The puissant monarch then offered oblations 
••5of water unto his deceased elder brother.’* Then all th« 
ladies that crowded the shores of the river suddenly sent up 
a loud wail of grief.” The intelligent king of the Kurus, 
viz., Yudhishthira, caused the wives and members of Karnas 
, family to* be brought before him.” Of righteous soul, he 
perf^od, with them, the water-rite in honor of his elde.st 
brother. Having finished the ceremony, the king, with his 
senses exceedingly agitated, rose from the waters of Ganga.”” 
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